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PREFACE. 


WHERE is ‘a disposition, not only in individuals, 

but in nations of men, to magnify all things 
relating to themselves beyond their just dimensions 
and proportions. ‘The Chinese, in their delineations 


of the world, were wont * to represent their own em- 


_ pire as one vast Square, occupying the greater part, by 


far, of the earth, and, all other nations as forming 
only insignificant specks, here and there, around it. 
The enlargement. of knowledge is accompanied by the 
enlargement of candour. It is|in the nature of science 
to quell: the extravagant suggestions of vanity and self- 


love, to embrace a wider and wider sphere of obser- 


_ vation,’ to view events in relations and consequences 


‘* A growing intercourse with other parts of the world, and particu- 
laly the late interferences, on the Chinese frontier, of the Russians, and 
our East-India Company, has begun, we presume, somewhat to abate 
this ridiculous prejudice. 


A more 
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more and more remote, and to keep an’ eye not only 
on the aiflairs of one society of men, but also on those 
of others. Curiosity is in proportion to intellectual im- 


provement. 


It may, we fear, appear at first sight to our Readers, 
that we had lost sight of the truth of these observations, 
when, in drawing up the History of Europe for ‘1797, 
we devoted so large a portion of our space to the affairs 
of Great Britain. But it will soon’ be perceived, that, 
the British history for that year comprehends events 
more important to Europe, ‘and, to the British nation, 
particularly, more striking and alarming than those: of 
any year preceding it, since the commencement of the 
Annual Register.—‘ without were fightings; within were 
fears:”” Not only the British constitution trembled on. 
the pivot of fortune, but the political balance of Europe. 
An extension of the British history, beyond its. usual, 
limits, was unavoidable.—To swell this part of our. 
Work, by copious accounts of . parliamentary debates, . 
with other domestic transactions; and, on the other 
hand, by a proportionable reduction, to confine the his- 
tory of all Europe besides, to one-fifth, or even sixth, 
part of our nazvative, would be a great saving of labour 

and, 
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and, indeed, an easy matter. But it is impossible, that 


any intelligent and liberal mind should approve of such 


economy. Our Readers will do us the justice to ac- 
y; J 


_knowledge, that our Annual volumes are not written on 


_ this plan: if, in the present, we have brought forward 


Great Britain, which, at all times, makes so conspicuous 


_ a figure in the circle of civilization, still more promi- 


nently than usual, this conduct, by the clouded aspect 
of the political horizon, in our quarter, is abundantly 


justified. 


From a combination of causes, to which we have 


been, at different times, compelled to allude, the pub- 
lication of the Annual Register was every year more 


and more protracted: and the complaint was just, that 
it had become extremely dilatory, if not, as was appre- 


hended by some, uncertain. The publication of this. 


MH Volume at this time, in which we have faithfully ob- 


served, and even somewhat exceeded, the engagement 


we came under in our Volume for 1793, will, we trust, 


afford to our Readers an earnest of that assiduous zeal: 


_ with which we endeavour to give them satisfaction. 
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Comparative View of the Confederacy and the French Republic, at the 
Close of 1796.—Spain, drawn into an Alliance with France, declares 
War against England.-— Conjoined Efforts of the French, Spanish, and 
Dutch Fleets, for overthrowihg the naval Domination of England.— 
War in Italy.—Capture of Mantua.—Political Conduct and military 
Preparations of the Court of Rome.—Letters from Buonaparte to the 
Cardinal Mattzi.—The Cardinal's Answer.—The Court of Madrid re- 
fuses its Mediation, in Behalf of the Pope, with the French Republic.— 
Republican Party in Rome, and other Parts of the Ecclesiastical States. 
—Buonaparte declares War against the Pope.—A French Army enters 
the Papal Dominions.—The Papal Troops completely routed.— Buona- 
parte, by Promises and Threats, induces the Romans to subm't to the 

| French, without the Effusion of Blood—Takes Possession of several 
Provinces in the Ecclesiastical. States.—Advances towards Rome.— 
Treaty of Peace with the Pope. 


the year, was completely turned, 


[HE rapid progress of the 
On the termination of the armis- 


French arms, in 1796, pro- 


~ struck with terror. 


duced different sensations’ on the 
opposite sides of the mountains. 
The Italian states and princes were 
But a spirit 
of indignation aid exertion was 
‘rouzed in Germany; where the 
tide of fortune, tawards the end of 
Vor. XXXIX, 


tice, between the Austrians and 
the French, in the month of May, 
in that year, the army of the Sam- 
bre and Meuse, under Jourdan, 
penetrated into Franconia; tbat of 
the Rhine and Moselle. under Moe 
reau, into the heart of Germany, 
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and seemed on a quick march to 
Vienna. The authority of the 
archduke Charles, nowcommander- 
in-chief of the Austrian armies on 
the Rhine, restrained dissentions 
and contests among general offi- 
cers: his“éxample inspired courage 
into every officer -and soldier : and 
his courage, guided by cool delibe- 
ration, as well as prompt decision, 
inthe very throat of danger and 
fate, was victorious. ; 

Yet, on the whole, on weighing 
the prosperous against the adverse 
events of the year, the balance was 
greatly in‘favour of the French re- 
public. Jourdan, though defeated in 
several engagements, by the young 
Austrian hero, had been able to ef- 
fect his vetreat to Dusseldorf. And 
Moreau, who, for want of a thitd 
French army, was exposed ‘on his 
flanks, to total excision or capture, 
had madea masterly retreat, and con- 
ducied the main body of his army, 
through many dangers and confitets, 
across the Rhine, into a situation of 
safety, within the Frebch frontier. 


Thus, though the French were re- — 


pulsed from Germany, the honour 
of their arms, evén in that quarter, 
was unimpaired, while, in‘another, 
they were gloriously triamphant. 
The policy of France was not less 
successful. After detaching Prussia 
and Spain from the confederacy, 
she had succeeded, through dint of 
artifice and intrigue, in connecting 
herself with -both of these powers 
by a close alliance. The former of 
these hadnot, indeed, publicly de- 
clared in its favour, but was well 
understood.to be so intimately con- 
nected with the republic, thafPin 
ease of absolute necessity, no doubt 
Was entertained of its determination 
to assist France to the utmost ef 
its capacity.” The latter haying, in 


the year 1705, concludedia peace 
with the republic, had afterwards 
entered into an alliance, defensive 
and offerisive, with it, that was 
explicitly levelled at Great Bri- 
tain. This treaty, which took 
place in August, 1796, was fol- 
lowed, in the commencement of 
October, by a formal declaration of 
war against England, and by the 
preparation of a formidable naval 
strength, toact in conjunction with 
that of France. In Italy, every 
prince and state was either in peace 
or confederacy with the French, the 
pope alone excepted; whose sitna- 
tion, however, was such, that he 
could not Jong defer submission to 
their own terms. Germany could 
not be reputed hostile to France. 
Though certainly averse to the en- 
trance of its armies into the empire, 
yet the secondary ranks of princes 
and states, of which it is composed, 
were not dissatisfied at the humilia- 
tidh of Austria, of which they dread- 
ed thé power and_ pretensions.’ 
Thése were permanent, and had 
often endangered the liberties of 
Germany : whereas, the itruptions 
of the French could never be more 
than occasional and transitory. .The 
precedents of former times had - 
shewn, that the politics of France, 
which. must continue the’ sane, 
whether it were a monarchy ora re- 
public, would always aim at hold- 
ing the balance between the head 
and the members of the empire. 
In the ort of Europe, the two 
kingdoms of Denmark and Sweden 
were too conscious of the impend- 
ing power of Russia, to lend them- 
selvesto the depression of France, 
which they now considered as ne= 
cessary to preserve the dominion of 
the Baltic equally divided between 
those three countries, 
ree To 
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.. To all the other circtimstances 
that tended to encourage the hopes, 
and inflame the ambition of the 
French republic, is to be added the 
death of the empress of Russia. 
hough it might seem to a sound 
politician, unwarped by prejudice or 
passion, that an emperor of Russia 
could not-be other than hostile to 
the friends of Sweden and the Porte, 
and the patrons of revolution in 
- Poland; yet there was generally in 
Sovereign princes, as. well as in 
prime ministers and governors of 
all kinds, a jealousy of the very shade, 
and a disposition to recede in their 
conduct, from the measures and 
maxims of their predecessors. Nei- 
ther the temper and genius of Paul I. 
nor the terms on which he had lived 
with his illustrious mother, gave 
any reason to expect that he 
would strictly adhere to her plans, 
and adopt her intentions. In fact, 
hehad no sooner mounted the throne 
of Russia, than he countermanded 
the orders that had-been given for 
the march of the troops to Gallicia. 
He entered into a negoctation for a 
settlement of anold debt, due by the 
ussian government, to the Seven 
United Provinces, and for the esta- 
blishment of a treaty of commerce. 
He shewed a disposition to become 
a mediator for peace, in danger of 
being broken, between the Austri- 


ans and Prussians, and seemed even. 


_ ambitious of being the arbiter of a 


general peace in Europe. 

‘Thus Great Britain and Austria 
were thesole adversaries that France 
had now to encounter. But the 
“successes of its arms had so com- 
pletely defeated all the -projects 
they had jointly engaged in against 
it, that no apprehensions were en- 
tertained of ee being able to turn 


the scale of fortune by any subse- 


rs 


quent efforts. The efftcacy of these 
must naturally be diminished pro» 
portionably to the losses and discom- 
fitures they had met with, and 
would, probably, still experience, if 
they were to persist in a contest, in 
which, being only the remainder of 
the coalition, they could not hope 
to be less unsuccessful than it had 
proved in the united strength of its 
whole power. 

In addition to the maritime force 
of Spain, France relied, with still 
more confidence on that of the Ba- 
tavian republic. The numerous sea- 
men, employed in its extensive com= 
merce, had always borne the charac- 
ter ofa brave and hardy race of men, 
completely skilled in their profes- 
sion, and incomparably preferable, in 


every respect, to the Spanish mari- 


ners. That republic was now ex- 
erting itselfto fit out as many ships 
of war as were lying in its ports, 
and of adding them to those of its 
Frenchand Spanish confederates, in 
hopes of depriving the English of 
the empire of the sea. 

This hope had not been diminish- 
ed by the failure of the attempt 
against Ireland, which the French 
attributed solely to the unpropitious 
weather that had constantly attend- 
ed the expedition. It had been 
planned, in their opinion, on the 
best of all grounds; the noted dis- 
contents of a people ill-treated, and 
weary ofa yokethat had for centus 
ries kept them in a state of depres 
sion. They were all ripe for a vi- 
gorous resistance, and required only 
‘a moderate assistance to deliver 
themselves from the tyrrany of Engs 
land. Though the first essay to re- 
lieve them had failed, from causes 
that could not, in the nature of 
things, be obviated, it was not to 
be imagined, that these would al- 
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ways recur. The attempt ought, 
therefore, to be resumed, as the op- 
‘portunity stil! continued as inviting 
as ever. It was ignominious for 
rhree such powers as France, Spain, 
and Holland, to desist from so prac- 
ticable a design, which they had 
every reason to prosecute, and 
none to abandon. The fleets of 
Great Britain were, not superior to 
those of the potent confederacy, 
formed against it; and so many 
advantages would result from the 
accomplishment of the object pro- 
posed, that it ought, in good policy, 
to be persisted in, against all diffi- 
culties, and at. all hazards. Such 
was the language of the French, 
Animated by motives of this kind, 

the three allied. powers resolved to 
exert themselves, without intermis- 
sion, inthe equipment of such a na- 
val force, as might effectually con- 
front the British marine, and make, 
at the same time, a successful im- 
pression upon that part of the em- 
pire of Great Britain, which appear- 
ed most vulnerable. Such was the 
plan. in the contemplation of the 
enemies of England, and of which 
they formed the most s@nguine ex- 
pectations. Nor did the most saga- 
.cious politicians look upon it as il- 
founded, though they were equally 
persuaded, that it would meet with 
every gbstruction from the'long no- 
ted valeur and skill of their adver- 
saries.. ‘Lhus, all circumstances con- 
tributed to render the present year 
productive cf eyents, not less, if not 
more, important and striking than 
those thathad preceded. “Thecyes of 
all the Euiupean nations, were anxi- 
‘ously. fixed “on the vast prepara- 
tions making egainst a pow er, 
which, if it resi. ted them, would 
become greater than, ever: bul of 
which the destiny seemed uncer- 
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tain, when the rooted hostility, and 
the prodigious efforts of such for- 
midable enemies, were duly and 
impartially considered. 

The readiness with which the 
French government broke off the 
negociation with England, arose, 
in the opinion of those who were 
reputed the most judicious, in the 
firm persuasion that the triple alli- 
ance, as it was styled, now formed 
against it, could hardly fail to com- 
pass the ends it proposed, by prose- 


cuting them with the energy and 


perseverance, of which they were 
deserving. 

While France was so busily in- 
tent on the means of effecting the 
downfall of England, it was no 
less occupied in preparing, as it 
hoped, the final destruction of the 
power of Austria. The spirit with 


which this latter sustained the succes- 


sive disasters that had befallen its re- 
peated endeavours to maintain its 
ground in Italy, had kept. alive 
the courage of its subjects and 
well-wishers to such a degree, that 
ihey all concurred in a resolute 
determination to’ stand by it as 
long as the least prospect, remain- 
ed of any possibility to retrieve 
its affairs. 

‘Lhe theatre, to which the atten- 
tionot Europe was chiefly turned, at 
the énd of the last and beginning of 
the present year, was Italy. “Lhe 
exploits of Buonaparte had not yet 
terminated, as he had long expected, 
and many labours awaited him be- 
fore the accomplishment of that ob- 
ject, without which, both heand his 
foes well foresaw that his views 
would be. frustrated, and the fruits 
of his victories lost. This was the 
capture of Mautua, which held out 
with an obstinacy that had never 
been exceeded in the defence of 

any 
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any place. The garrison was re- 
duced to almost every species of 
hardship and distress, and yet un- 
defwent the severest duties and fa- 
tigues, with a cheerfulness and for- 
titude that never slackened in the. 
multiplicity of trials that daily arose 
from the indefatigable activity of 
the besiegers. 

The siege of this important fort- 
ress had now Jasied seven months. 
Marshal Wurmser, who had ‘as 
gallantly, as skilfully, forced his 
way to the city, through so many 
obstacles, had so much revived the 
courage of the garrison, that, under 
his command, they began to enter- 
tain fresh hope of a successful re- 
sistance. He was upwards of se- 
venty : but age seemed to have had 
no other effect upon him, than to 
increase his experience. His active 
disposition remained unimpaired, 
and no officer under him exceeded 
the vigour “and celerity of action 
which he displayed upon every oc- 
casion. He not- only concerted, 
but personally conducted every plan 
that was executed for the preser- 
vation of Mantud. He acquired by 
his unremitited efforts and valour, 
the particular esteem of Buona- 
parte, who ranked him above any 
general with whom he had ccn- 
tended. ‘ 

His ather opponent, Alvinzi, was 
now unable to encounter him in 
the field, and had cantoned the 
shattered remains of his defeated 
army, in various positions along the 
northern side of the Brenta, await- 
ing the supplies that were collecting 
with all diligence in the emperor's 
hereditary dominions. So great were 
the efforts of the Austrian govern- 
ment, that, before the end of De- 
cember, Alvinzi saw himself at fhe 
head of a complete aud regular 
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army, the fifth that had been 
brought together to oppose the 
French, during this eventful cam- 
paign. 

Buonaparte, who had calenlated 
the surrender of Mantua, previously 
to the renewal of hostilities with 
Alvinzi, was: how necessitated to 
resume offensive operations against 
him, before he could arrive at this 
important acquisition. He had, at 
the same time, other objects in con- 
templation :thesettlement of thetwo 
republics that were forming on the 
north and on the south of the Po, and 
the suppression of the attemp{s ma- 
king by the pope, to resist the designs 
formed against him by the French. 

The forces which the pope had 
collected were not, indeed, tormi- 
dable, either for military fame or 
numbers. It is not te be supposed, 
that this pontiff was so weak as to 
suppose that they could, of them- 
selves, make any tolerable stand 
against the French ; but it was pos- 
sible, that his courageous example 
might re-animate’religious zeal, and 
inspire resolution into the sovereigns 
and subjects of other states. His 
holiness, therefore, put his troops, 
such as they were, in march towards 
Romagna, to watch the states of 
Reggio, Ferrara, Bologna, and Mo- 
dena, which had declared them- 
selves independent: and also in or 
der 10 favour the escape of general 
Wurmser in the Ferrarese, or into 
the ecclesiastical states, in case of 
necessity, from Mantua. 

Buit, as these appeared objects 
of a secondary consideration, when 
weighed with the former, the French 
commander resolved at once to take 
the field against the new army of 
Austrians, prepared to dispute once 
more the sovereignty of Italy, con- 
fident, that if fortune again favoured 

[B 3] him, 
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him, it would be the last effort of 
Austria for the recovery of its lost 
dominions. 

Alvinzi was now advancing from 
the Brenta, with the utmost expe- 
dition. His army, fifty. thousand 
strong, was composed of the best 
troops that could be procured, It 
counted large numbers of volun- 
teers from the best families in 
Vienna, most of them young men 
in the prime of life, and desirous 
of signalizing their attachment and 
loyalty. to the emperor on this cri- 
tical occasion. 'The- intentions of 
the Anstrian commander were, to 
force a passage to Mantua, where 
the junction of the garrison would 
give him a decided superiority over 
the French, wliose strength was 
greatly reduced, by the numerous 
battles they had fought. The re- 
inforcements, promised to Buona- 
parte, were not yet arrived, and 
the knowledge of this circumstance 
was an additional motive for Al- 
yinzi to quicken his motions. 

A strong division of his army at- 
tacked on the eighth of January, 
1797, a French post in front of 
Porto Legnago, on the Adige. The 
French, though inferior in number, 
maintained their position the whole 
day, and retired at night in good 
order to this place: apprised of this 
attack, the whole of the French 
line, along that river, was obliged 
to concentrate itself, in hope of 
being able to resist the Austrians 
until it was relieved by the suc- 
cours that had been dispatched by 
Buonaparte. 

This general, after inspecting the 
posts in the vicinity of Mantua,and 
providing astrong reinforcement for 
general Augereat, who commanded 
the line on the Adige, hastened to 
- Verona, where he arrived in time 
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to be present at the action, thaé 
took place on the twelfth, between 
Massena and the Austrians. These 
were successful on the first onset : 
but after an obstinate dispute were 
repulsed, and lost some hundreds 
slain or captured. The corps under 
the command of general Joubert, at 
Montebaldo, was atttacked the very 
same day : but this also repulsed the 
enemy, and at night a body of 
Austrians, who attempted to take 
the citadel of Verona by surprize, 
were completely defeated. 

In the mean time, the Austrian 
general had crossed the Adige; and, 
with the whole of his force, fallen 
upon Joubert, who had not half 
his number, and compelled him to 
withdraw to Rivoli, between the 
Adige and the lake of Guarda. 
This happened on the thirteenth. 
As soon as Buonaparte was informed 
of what had passed, and particularly 
of the line of march observed by 
the Imperialists, which was obvi- 
ously directed towards Mantua, he 
set out for Rivoli, where he arrived 
at midnight, with as powerful re- 
inforcements as be had been able to 
collect in the course of the day, 

Unfortunately for the Austrian 
general, he was totally unapprised 
of the arrival of Buonaparte, and 
of the reinforcements that aecom- 
panied him. He adhered of course 
to the plan of attack which he had 
previously projected: nor did he 
discoyer the real strength of the 
French, tili they had commenced 
their attack upon the Ausirians, 
whom they drove from a post which 
they had taken from them on the 
preceding day. 

This first success was obtained 
early on the morning of the four- 
teenth. It enabled general Jou- 
bert to occupy the high grounds ea ' 

Fay. ~ tae 
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‘ ‘the right banks ofthe Adige, and 
to make an impression on ‘the left 
of the Austrians. But their right 
"assailed the left wing of the French 
so vigorously, that it gave way, and 
the centre of the Austrian army 
bore down in compact order on the 
centre of the French. Auspiciously 
for these; Massena’s division arrived 
at that instant, as the commander- 
in- chief had calculated they would, 
on the fiéld of battle. Buona- 
parte who had succeeded in rally- 
ing his left wing, put himself in 
person at the head of this divi- 
sion. It feil with such fury on the 
Amperial centre, that it was in- 
stantly. broken and thrown into 
disorder, and the left of the French, 
after being rallied, recovered the 
posts it had lost : but the Austrian 
centre soon rallied, and, seconded 
by part of their right, retutned to 
the charge, and surrounded general 
Berthier’s division in the centre, 
which stood its ground with great 
firmness. ‘He was attacked, at the 
same time, by a strong division from 
_their Jeft. The conflict here was 
extremely obstinate ; but, while the 
Austrians were striving to turn the 
centre and right of the French, 
who bad concentrated both, to re- 
-sist the weight of the enemy's charge, 
Bnonaparte directed a large body 
of infantry and cavalry to take them 
in flank, and Joubert at the same 
‘instant, fell upon them from the 
heights he had oceupied, with such 
impetuosity, that they were intirely 
routed and put to flight. | Their 
centre, however, still maintained 
the contest, and thereby afforded 
time for a large column to turn the 
Jeft of the French, and to cover the 
ground on their rear: by which 
their communication was cut. off 
with Verona, and their posts on the 
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Jake of Guarda, ‘The republican 
forces were thus entirely surround; 
ed. Wherever they cast their eyes, 
they beheld the enemy on eyery 
side. Buonapar te, who had fought, 
as well as given orders, the whole 
day, in every direction, was now 
driven to the centre: He called 
his field officers around him, and 
coolly pointed out to each, what he 
judged to be the least perilous mode 
of extricating themselves from their 
imminent danger. 

The Austrians, after a se 
discharge, rushed on to scale the 
entrenchments at Rivoli, of which 
they were three times in possession ; 
but they were successively repulsed. 
In the mean time, a small battery, 
of four field-pieces, had been 
hepuaht to cannonade the right 

ing of the Austrians, through 
ech it seems, Buonaparte had 
meditated his escape: but which he 
now hoped to improve into a, yic- 
tory. Two brigadés, in three co- 
lumns, under the generals. Biune 
and Monnier, were ordered to at- 
tack this wing, and dislodge it from 
the commanding position which it 
kept on the heights. ‘This desperate 
service the soldiers effected, ad- 
yaacing, at first, in regular order, 
singing one of their war-hymns. 
But they no sooner approached 
within gun-shot of the enemy, than 
they rushed on them with despera- 
The Austrians, over-whelm- 
ed and confotinded by the violence 
of the assailants, fled, panic-struck, 
towards the lake of Guarda ;. and 
meeting with a straggling party of 
light infantry, who were trying to 
join the surrounded French army, 
and whom they supposed to be a 
more considerable body, laid down 
their arms,’ to the number of three 
thousand men, 

The 
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The French army was vow dis- 
engaged, and the main strength 
of the Austrians broken: but there 
still remained considerable divi- 
sions, without the dispersion, or 
the capture of which, the victory 
obained over them would rot be 
complete, as they would either 
throw themselves into Mantua, join 
the papal forces, or retreat into the 
Imperial territories, where they 

‘would help to form a new army. 
For these reasons, as not a moment 
“was to be lost in preventing the 
vanquished Austrians from eflecting 
their retreat; on, the very night 
of the ‘ourteenth, as scon as the 
battle had terminated in favour of 
“the French, divisions wére imme- 
diately dispatched to pursue every 
body of Austrians that still kept 
together. They had not quitted 
‘a strong position at Corona, near 
Rivoli, where ‘they femained in ex- 
pectation of beiny able to collect 
and arrange their retreating troops : 
but before this covld be etlected, a 
large division of the Fretch, after 
marching with al] expedition during 
the night of the fourteenth, came 
upon their rear next morning, while 
they were attacked in front by ge- 
neral Joubert. ‘They resisted vigor- 
ously at first; but were at last thrown 
into disorder. Those who were 
able to make a retreat, directed it 
towards the Tyrol: but noless than 
six thousand were so completely sur- 
rounded, that they were obliged to 
Jay down their arms. 

Buonaparte himself, with a strong 
division, having left the necessary 
orders with general Joubert, pro- 
ceeded, inmimediate!y after the bat- 
tle, in quest of Provera, an Aus- 
trian general, who-had, on several 
oceasious, highly distinguished bim- 
self, by the skiifulness of his ma- 
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neeuvres. He was at the head of ° 
ten thousand men, and had crossed 
the Adige, where he had forced the 
French, that guarded the passage, to 
retire, and he was now marching 
with all speed towards Mantua. 
But he was overtaken, early in the 
morning of the 15th, by general 
Augereau, who cut off the whole 
of his rear. He made his way, 
however, by a running fight, to 
the French lines of circumvallation — 
at Mantua, where he arrived at 
noon, after losing two thousand 
men, and fourteen pieces of can- 
non. He was now reduced through 
this last, and the other encounters 
on his“march,; to no more than 
six thousand men. With this di- 
minished force, he did not, how- 
ever, hesitate to assauit the en- 
trenchments of the besiegers at the 
suburbs of St. George, by carrying 
which he would have seeured his 
entrance into the, city: but they 
were so strong and well defended, 
that he was repulsed. His situa- 
tion was now such, that unless he 
could enter Mantua, he must yield 
to the enemy. To avoid this dis- 
aster, Provera made a resolute at- 
tack on the French post of La 
Favorita, another suburb, while a 
strong detachment from the garrison 
supported him. But this attempt, 


‘which was made in the night of 


the fifteenth, in hope of surprising 
the en:my, failed in every point. 
The Austrians, who had sallied out 
of the city, were driven back by 
general Victor: and general Ser- 
rurier took a position between La 
Favorita and St. George, which 
secured this latter post, and enabled 


the corps stationed there to join 


that of Serrurier. Thus reinforced, 
he fell upon Provera’s rear, while 
his front was occupied in the attaek 


of 
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“ef La Favorita, and other troops 
advanced upon him at the same 
time: thussurrounded on every side, 
all hope of assistance from the garri- 
Som was given over, and he was com- 
pelledto surrender himself, with his 

_ whole remaining force, consisting of 
seven thousand horse and foot, and 
twenty-two pieces of cannon, be= 
side all the baggage and ammu- 
nition. What added considerably 
to the misfortune of this day was 
the loss of the volunteer corps of 
young gentlemen of Vienna, who 
were all either slain or made pri- 
soners. 

This day decided the fate of 
Mantua. Though’ it continued to 
make a courageous defence, it was 
evident, that being now deprived 
of all reasonable hope of relief, all 
farther resistance would: be fruit- 
less, and would only add to the 
‘numbers that had fallen in this de- 
structive siege. Ever day/brought 
fresh tidings cf the losses and de- 
feats of the Austrians, who were 
pursued in all directions, and to- 
tally disabled from making any ef- 
fectnal stand. 

The battle of Arcola had de- 
stroyed the fourth, and the bat- 
tle of Rivoli the fifth, army op- 
posed to Buonaparte. He had, 


since the commencement of this 


year, been victorious in eight en=— 


gagements, two of them pitched 
battles, wherein the loss of the 
Austrians amounted to twenty-five 
thousand prisoners, exclusive of the 
slain, who were calculated at six 
thousand. The fatigues and exer- 
tions of the French had been such, 
that Pyouaparte, in his dispatches 
to the directory, asserted that they 
had, while fighting at intervals, oc- 
-easionally measured thirty miles ef 
ground ina day, 


Pp 


The Austrians were, in the mean 
time, retreating to their strong holds 
on the Brenta, which Alvinzi was 
employed in .r-adering tenable 
against the pursuing enemy. But 
the expeditious movements of the 
French afforded them no respite. 
General Augereau crossed the lower 
Brenta, and advanced to Citadella, 
a place of strength, from whence 
he dislodged the ‘enemy; while 
Massena, passing it in front of Bas- 
sano, compelled the Austrians to 
evacuate it with  précipitation, 
thouzh they had prepared to defend 
it. ‘Chey withdrew to Carpana- 
dole, higher up the river; but were 
followed and defeated bythe French, 
who forced their passage over the 
bridge at that place, after an’ ob- 
stinate conflict, wherein they slew 
and took upwards of a thousand of 
the enemy: this action happened . 
on the twenty-sixth, Fortunately 
for the Austrians, the heavy rains 
that ensued, preserved the remain- 
der of them, who hasted, with all 
speed, towards the narrow passes of 
the entrance into the Tyrol. A 
division of the French, under Jou- 
bert, overtook them, however, at 
Avis, and a part of their rear-gward 
was taken. They retired to Tor- 
tola)a place advantageously situated 
between the lake of Guarda and 
the Adige, where they made pre- 
parations to dispute the march of 
the French to Trent: but they 
were driven from this post, and fled 


‘to Roveredo, which they were also 


compelled to abandon to Joubert, 
who, pursuing his success, made 
himself master of Trent. Here two 
thousand sick and wounded fell into 
hisshands, and as many more had 
been made prisoners in the diferent 
encounters previously to the taking 


of this city. ie 
e 


\ 
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The Austrians had now posted 
themselves in force at Lavis,-in- 
tending to:stop the progress of the 
French, by occupying the other side 
of the river Lavisio; but this in- 
tention was frustrated, by the rapid 
advance of Joubert, who forced 
them from this important position, 
after sustaining a great loss of their 
best troops, and. in particular of a 
select carps of Hungarians. Here 
the division of Joubert was reinforc- 
ed by that of Massena, who had 
been equally successful; and in his 
pursuit of the Austrians, after the 
action at Carpanadolo, had taken 
several places of strength, and dri- 
ven them to the other side of the 
Pradas, after seizing a large part of 
their baggage. 

The Imperial armies were now 
totally expelled from Italy, and no- 

\ thing remained to the emperor but 
the city of Mantua, which was so 
closely blockaded, and so vigo- 
reusly pressed, that no supplies of 
pnw or of men, could enter. 

he garrison, despairing of all re- 


lief, began to think it time to sur-. 


render. Weakened by the great 
slaughter it had suffered in so many 
sallies, and by a contagions distem- 
per, that committed great ravages 
in the city, the Austrians agreed, 
at length, to a capitulation, upon 
the second day of February. The 
terms were as honourable as the de- 
fence had been brave. The French 
general shewed a laudable propen- 
sity to pay due regard to the merit 
of his rival, who, notwithstanding 
his late ill success, was deservedly 
esteemed a warrior of the most dis- 
tinguished rank, He granted him 
an escort of two hundred horse and 
seven hundred footy: whom he was 
permitted to select, together with 
thirty pieces of artillery ; the gene- 
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rals, and principal officers under — 
him, were allowed, in like manner, 
to accompany him on their parole; - 
the rest of the garrison ' remained 
prisoners of war. 
The northern parts of the papal 
territories were already in the 
possession of the French, and it 
was expected that as soon as Buo- 
naparte was free from inquietude, 


( 


.on account of the Austrian armies 


still hovering on the borders of 
Germany, and»had. secured the 
capture of Mantua, he would ims 
mediately proceed to, Rome itself, 
and dictate the conditions of a 


/ peace. 


The pope, in the mean. time, 
relied upon the exertions of the , 
emperor, and had determined®to 
wait the issue of the operations of 
his army, under Alvinzi, firmly 
hoping that it would be more suc- 
cessful than those that had preceded 
it. Buonaparte was sincerely de- 
sirous of a pacification with» the 
head of the Romish church, a re- 
spectful treatment of whom would, 
he was conscious, be highly gratify- 
ing to all the Roman catholic states 
and people. Prompted by these 
motives, and intirely averse to co- 
ercive measures, he wrote a letter 
to cardinal Mattzi, prime. minister 
to his holiness, requesting him 
to prevail on the pope to recom- 
mence pacific negociations, in ors 
der to prevent the march of the . . 
French armies into his territories, 
and to represent to him the inutility 
of arming his subjects against men 
who had overcome so many formid+ 
able enemies, and whom his own 
people were wholly incayole ta 
resist. 

- This letter was dated the twenty- 
sixth of October, 1796. Buona- 
parte was then preparing ta march 

against 


“against Alvinzi, who was at the 
head of a numerous army, and had 
| obtained some successes over the 
‘French, which had revived thehopes 
of the Austrians, and their adhe- 
rents. But the’battle of Arcola, 
_ wherein these were completely de- 
ae and the subsequent advan- 
es gained by the French, made, 
at last, such an impression on the_ 
tet of Rome, that, dreading to 
_ wait any longer for more fortunate 
vents, the cardinal was directed to 
return an answer. This cameto pass 
“ae the lapse of six weeks from 
te the receipt of the general's letter. 
The motive for this delay being 
_ gbvious, it was necessary to qualify 
it, so as to soften his displeasure at 
an answer being: so long deferred: 
| The cardinal laid before the’ gene- 
> ral val e anxiety of the pope to re- 
C dy the disorders that had so long 
¥f ee acted France, and the sacrifices 
_ he had consented to make of every 
- worldly consideration, for the sake 
_ of restoring a good understanding 
_ between France and the Roman 
see. He complained that, not sa- 
tisfied with these concessions, the 
French government,elated with the 
bed success of itsarms, had made requis 
sitions incompatible with the dic- 
_ tates of his conscience, and she 
versive of all christian and mor: 


rinciples. Grieved at such into- 
Acai demands, he had implored 
_ the assistance of heaven, to direct 
him how to act in so difficult a situ- 
ation. Doubtless, said the cardi- 


sion, by that holy spirit which had 
} animated the primitive martyrs in 
| the cause for which they suffer- 
‘ed, Having laboured, in vain, to 

) bring the directory to a more equi- 
_ table way of thinking, he thought it 
“necessary to resist them by open 
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nal, he was inspired, on this occa- - 


pit 


force. He admonished the general 
to reflect, that the death which a-, 
waited men in battle was the com- 
mencement of eternal life and hap- 
piness to the righteous, and of ever- 
lasting misery to th wisi ete Arm- 
ed with this conviction, said the cars 
dinal, we shall oppose you with 
that confidence in the divine. aid, 
which a just cause inspires, He 
reminded himthat he was not invin- 
cible, and though infidels and pre 
tended philosophers ridiculed the 
idea of assistance from heaven, yet, 
if Providence were pleased to in- 
terpose, the French would contend 
in vain against the power of the Al- 
mighty. He concluded, by telling 
the general, that if the French were. 
desirous of peace, the Roman see 
desired it still more, and was wil- 
ling to’subscribe to any terms, con- 
scientious and equitable, in order to 
obtain it. 

Such was the purport of this re- 
markable letter, which, to speak 
truth, was written at a time, when 
the reasonings it contained were 
little calculated to influence the pros 
ceedings of such a people as the 
French. Nor did the court of Vi- 
enna itself testify much willingness 
to beconnected with a power whose 
co-operations were likely to prove so 
feeble. But the solicitations of the 
court of Rome were so pressing, 
that the Imperial ministers, unwilling 
wholly to abandon the holy see to 
the controul of France, consented 
to join a body of troops to those 
that were now raising in every. part 
of the papal dominions. 

In this dereliction of the pope, 
the most fervent of his former ad= 
herents seemed, at this period, to 
agree without reluctance: So ef- 
ficacious was either the dread, or 
the influence of France over the 

councils 


; 
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eouncils of Spain, that, notwith- 
standing the earnest supplication of 
the archbishop of Pigri, nuncio, at 
Madrid, for the interference of the 
Spanish monarch, in behalf of the 
Roman pontiff, he was answered, 
that the conduct of the court of 
Rome, respecting the French, was 
temporising and imsincere, and that 
those who were entrusted with the 
administration of its political con- 
cerns, had, by their imprudent and 
erroneous management, © brought 
them into so critical a ‘situation, 
that it seemed adviseable, for the 
preservation of the personal safety 
of the pope, that he should resign 
his ‘temporal dominions, in order to 
secure the rights of the clinrch, and 
to prove his disinterestedness, and 
the fervour of his piety, by an ex- 
ample that would prove so edifying 
to all the christian world. Such was 
the answer of the prince of peace, 
the Spanish minister’s title, to the 
agent of a power that had formerly 
exercised an almost boundless in- 
fluence over the minds of both the 
sovereign and people of the Spanish 
monarchy. 

This taunting and disdainful re- 
ply to an humble and submissive 
address from a sovereign prince, 
who, though not powerful, still pos- 
sessed a station of great dignity in 
Christendom, was considered equal- 
ly by the Roman cetholics and pro- 
testants as even more impolitic than 
insulting. It was disgraceful to a 
prince of the Romish communion, 
and it yielded up tamely, and with- 
out need, the dominion of a very 
considerable portion of Italy, toa 
power which all Europe was be- 
come more interested than ever, in 
restraining within its former limits. 
The period when this transaction 
happened, which was the close of 


September, 1796, shewed, at the 
same time, from whence it origi- 
nated. Spain had, a month be- , 
fore, concluded an alliance, offen- 
sive and defensive, with France, 
and a week after it declared war a- 
gainst England. But the truth was, 
that Spain was no longer its own - 
mistress. It was become a depen* 
dant of France, and had so little 
left of its former spirit and conse- 
quence, that it did not dare to act 
otherwise than by theimpulse of the ‘ 
French, who now directed the Spa- 
nish councils with a full conscious- 
ness of unresisted sway. 

The situation of the Roman see 
was, iu the mean time, peculiarly 
difficult. That spiritual power, it 
had so long exerted over kgs and 
nations, was totally vanished. Cun- 
ning and artifice were almost the 
only instruments of the smallest im- 
portance remaining to it, even among 
the princes and states of its own 
persuasion ; but even this was daily 
lessening, from the diminution of 
those religious considerations on 
which it was founded. The prin-» 
cipal motive, therefore, for not 
suffering the downfal of the pope, 
had no reference to his spiritual, 
but merely to his political, cha- 
vacter ;- which rendered it. highly 
expedient to prevent the papal 
territories from being made the 
prey/of the French, or of their ad- 
herents, 

The court of Rome itself relied 
hardly upon any other motives for 


- the assistance it so warmly solicited 


from that of Vienna, This evi- 
dently appeared from a letter, writ- 
ten by cardinal Busco, the Roman 
secretary of state to the papal nun- 
cio at Vienna, and which was in- 
tercepted, and sent by Buonaparte 
to the directory. Herein all the 

arguments 


_ arguments and reasonings are built 
“on maxims of policy, and those 
of religion appear in a collateral 
light, and chiefly as of an engine 
of state. — 
- From this letter, which was dated 
__theseventh of January, 1797, Buo- 
- naparte deduced, however, the pro- 
 priety of proceeding immediately 
to action against the pope, lest the 
Austrian ministry should adopt the 
plan suggested in that letter, and 
_ send such‘powerful succours, over 
_ the Adriatic, to Ancona, as might 
_ enable the pope to make a vigorous 
resistance. 
But it was not only among the 


-enemies. In Rome itself they were 
* numerous. Republican principles 
had silently, but effectually, been 
_ propagated there, and through other 
parts of the ecclesiastical state, and 
_ multitudes were impatiently wait- 
_ ing the opportunity of throwing off 
their subjection to the pope, and of 
f ‘erecting acommonwealth. Encou- 
 vagements, tending tothis end, were 
_ studiously held out to the people of 
that capital, and of the Roman do- 
"mains, by the Yrench. emissaries 
* scattered among them. ‘Thus the 
_ court of Rome had toguard against 
enemies no less, hostile to it than 
the French themselves, and, insome 
respects, more dangerous, as they 
__ were domestic, and would oppose 
all conciliation with France, as mi- 
‘Hitating directly against their own 
designs. | 
’ In addition to these there were 
_ many among those who continued 
obedient to the papal authority, 
‘and were averse to a change of go- 
' is _vernment, who scrupled not, open- 
ly, to disapprove the tardiness in! 
» Coming to a pacification with the 
, French; whomit were, in their opi- 


3s 
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French that the Roman see had _ 


ris 


nion, absurd to oppose in the debi- 
litated state of the papal power, 
and from whom friendly conditions 
ight be obtained, if they were 
appli to with frankness and can- 
our, and if the intrigues hitherto 
carried on with their enemies were 
unfeignedly laid aside. 

Those who favoured this party, 
which wasthe mostnumerous, filled 
Rome with pasquinades and satires 
on the conduct of adminstration, 
which they represented as contrary 
to the true interests of the Roman 
see, and tending to its inevitable 
ruin. ‘The present pope being the 
sixth of the name of Pius, they 
applied to him what had formerly 
been said of Alexander the sixth, 
which was, that every sovereign of _ 
Rome, who had borne the name of 
Sextus, had constantly occasionedits 
ruin. Remonstranees of the in- 
utility and peril of encountering 
such formidable enemies as the . 
French, with undisciptined troops 
and inexperienced officers, were 
anxiously laid before the Roman go- 
vernment, by its most prudent well- 
wishers, and enforced by the minis- 
ters of those powers that were desi- 
rous of its preservation. But whe- 
ther it confided in a change of for 
tune, in favour of its Austrian ally, 
or that it hoped, by assuming an ap- 
pearance of resolution, and being 
seconded by a powerful body of 
auxiliaries, the French might be in- 
duced to grant better terms, it ob- 
stinately persisted in the determi- 
nation to try’ the chance’of war, 
rather than submit to the hard 
cohditions prescribed by the 
French. f 

Buonaparte, who hadhitherto en- 
tertained an expectation, that the 
terror of the French arms might at 
lust operate a submission in the court 

of 
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of Rome, now finally resolyed to 
employ hostile measures. He or- 
dered Cacault, the envoy of the re- 
public at Rome, to quit that city 
and issued a manifesto against 
pope, whereinhe charged him with 
the breach of the armistice that had 
taken place in the month of June 
preceding ; notwithstanding which 
be had still persevered in acting an 
hostile part to France, by exciting 
against it the hatred of his own 
people, and of all over whom he. 
possessed influence, by arming his 
subjects, with a professed design to 
commit hostilities, by negociating 
with the court of Vienna, and put- 
ting his troops under the command 
of Austrian officers and generals, 
and lastly by refusing the negocia- 
tion for peace, proposed by the mi- 
nister of the republic at Rome. 
This manifesto was accompanied 
bya proclamation to the people in- 
habiting the papal dominions. ‘Chey 
were informed that the French, in 
entering the territories. of the pope, 
would “faithfully protect religion 
and property, aud maintain “the 
public peace. They were warned 
to-abstain from al] acts of enmity, 
which would certainly draw down 
upon them vengeance and all the 
harrors of war. Every town and 
village that sounded the tocsin, on’ 
the approach of the French, was 
threatened with instant destruction. 
Every district, wherea Frenchman 
‘was assassinated, should be declared 
hostile, and subjecied to heavy con- 
tributions, ‘The clergy and con- 
ventuals, who demeaned themselves 
peaceably, would enjoy the bene- 
fits of their present situations; but, 


if they acted otherwise, military’ 


law would be executed upon the:n, 
and they would be. treated. with 
mgore severity than others. Both of 
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these declarations were published on 
the third of February, the day after 
the surrender of Mantua, and had 
been delayed till this event, pur- 
posely to make the greater imprtes= 
sion. 

A division of the French army; 
commanded by general Victor, had 
entered the papal territories on the 
first. A body of the pope’s troops, 
consisting of fourthousand foot, and 
about a thousand horse, awaited his 
approach on advantageous ground. 
The Senio, ariver that runs between 
Imola and Faenza, was in the front 
of the camp, which was strongly in- 
trenched. Early in the morning of 
the second of February, the French 
advanced towards a bridge opposite 
to the centre of their front. It was 
the only one remaining, as the ene- 
my had brokendown all the others, 
in order to have only this one to 
defend. But the dryness of the sea- 
son had rendered that river fordable 
in several places, at which large de- 
tachments of the French crossed 
over it, and came upon their rear, 
while their front was vigorously at- 
tacked by the legion May Lombardy, 
consisting of northern » Italians, « 
whose antipathy to the southern is 
remarkable. They had requested 
to be put upon this service; and, 
though it was the first time they 
were in action, they acquitted 
themselves with great valour. ‘Chey 
broke the line of the papal army, 
and carried the batteries opposed to 
them, at the point of the bayonet. 
Pressed inthis manner, both in front 
and rear, the pope’s troops, afier a 
defence by no means contemptible, 
for men so unused to tactics, were 
completely routed. Five hundred 
were slain and wounded, and about 
a thousand made prisoners, and four- 
teen pieces of cannon taken. ees 

Joss 


’ 


loss of the French did not éxceed 
oné hundred. 

“This engagement decided the fate 
of Rome: the victors proceeded 
immediately to Faenza, the inha- 


| bitants of which attempted to make 


a resistance: but the gates being 
burst open, by cannon, the French 
_ rushed in, and the city surrendered 
_ ‘atdiscretion. Buonaparte prevented 
all plunder and bloodshed, and dis- 
pata fifty of his most considerable 
_ prisoners, ordering them to repair to 
- their countrymen, » and represent to 
_ them the folly of exposing them- 
_ selves to certain destruction, by a 
frtitless resistance. He next sum~ 
_ moned before him all the priests 
and monks in the neighbourhood, 
and laid before them the necessity of 
yielding to superior force, and the 
4 ibiquity of exciting the animosity of 
thé people against the French, who 


ee did not come to destroy their re- 


ligion, but to compel the court of 
Rome to make a peace with France 
upon reasonable terms. He re- 
quired them, as ministers of the 
gospel, to desist from preaching war, 
and to attend solely to the duties of 
their profession, which was to infuse 
a pacific disposition into all men. 
He lastly warned them to beware of 
participating in’ -popular insur- 
rections, either by heading them 
personally, or by giving them coun- 
tenance. These were acts of crimi- 
_ nality for which he solemnly assured 
_ them they would find no mercy. 
“These admonitions were, by the 
French commander, deemed the 
more necessary, that several clergy- 
men and friers had been present at 
the action of the second of Febru- 
‘ary, on the Senio, where they greatly 
contributed, by their encouragé- 
ents and exhortations, to the ré- 
sistance and firm behaviour of the 
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papal troops, and where some of 
them had lost their lives. 


After delivering this charge to 


e. clergy of the places in his pos- 


ssion, he dispatched the chiefs of 
the monastic orders to those towns 
and districts, where they had,most © 
influence, in order to prevail: upon 
them to remain quiet, on the so- 
lemn assurance of being left the 
full enjoyment of every ciyil and re- 
ligious right; but, if refractory, on 
pain of being delivered up to pil- 
lage and the severest chastisement. 

This charge, from a military mo- 

nitor, was found more efficacious 
than the usual charges of bishops 
to the clergy.. The promises and 
threats of ~ Buonaparte produced 
the intended effect. This was 
to procure the submission of the 
subjects to the see of Rome, with- 
out effusion. of blood. Being him- 
self an Italian, he was peculiarly so- 
licitous to obtain a character of hu- 
manity among his countrymen, and 
to appear, at the same time, the 
protector of their laws and religious | 
establishments. He completely suc- 
ceeded in both of these intentions : 
and though executing the orders of 
the directory, at the head of an 
army of Frenchnien, a people long 
odious to the Italians, he conducted 
himself with so much prudence and - 
eircumspection, as to command the 
respect and esteem of the latter, 
without losing any of the attach- 
ment and’ confidence of the for- 
mez. 

In the mean time, he proceeded 
without delay in the reduction of 
the papal dominions, A few days 
were sufficient to take possession of 
the provinces of Romagna, Urbino, 
and Ancona, the best countries re- 
maining to the pope. | The city of 
Ancona had made some prepara- 

tions 
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tions for defence. A corps of near 
two thousand men had been posted 
on the high grounds that command 
the access to this important place, 
towards the land; but the French 
general Victor, found means to sur- 
round them, and they surrendered 
without resistance. 

_ The next place of consideration 
that fel) into the hands of the 
French, was Loretto, famous for 
the credulity and superstition ex- 
hibited there in modernages. The 
treasure contained in the church, 
where the donations of princes and 
states and the rich offerings of per- 
sonages of the first rank and opu- 
lence had been so long accumu- 
Jating, had been partly removed by 
the Austrian general Colli, com- 
mander in chief-of the papal forces. 
The French, however, found arti- 
cles to the value of about a million 
of their money, But, ‘todo them 
justice, it was not plunder nor de- 
vastation they sought in conquering 


the pope’s dominions: for which 


indeed they could plead no pre- 
tence, as the inhabitants now sub- 
mitted to them without opposition, 
and seemed, in many places, in- 
tirely disposed to fraternize with 
French principles. 
After subduing the intermediate 
country, from Loretto to Macarate, 
Bonaparte fixed his quarters in this 
place on the twelfth of February. 
He was now within forty leagues of 
Rome, and it was evident that no 
obstacle could retard his march to 
that city. In order to terminate 
hostilities with all speed, he wrote a 
letter to cardinal Mattzi, wherein, 
after reproaching the pope for his 
endeavours to injure the republic, 
he advised him to trust to the gene- 
rosity of the French, and to have 
immediate recourse to a pacification, 
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He specified that five days would be 
allowed him to conclude a peace, 
for which purpose he would meet 
tlle persons commissioned to nego- 
ciate itata place which he appoint- 
ed. 

The situation of the pope, de- 
prived of all hope of assistance fiom 
any quarter, and relinquished even 
by bisown people, left him no other 
expedient to save himse’f, and the 
Roman see,, from absolute ruin, 
than to accept of such conditions as 
could be obtained from an exaspe- 
rated enemy, conscious that he sub- 
mitted through unavoidable ne- 
cessity, and would possibly observe 
the terms he agreed to no longer 
than those whoimposed them were 
able to enforce their observance. 
Yielding, however reluctantly, to 
circumstances, he wrote a letter te 
Buonaparte, apprising him of his 
desire to treat, and requesting that 
he would grant just and honourable 
conditious. Four persons were de- 
puted to the French general, as the , 
papal plenipotentiaries on this oc- 
casion. Cardinal Mattai, and duke 
Braschi, the pope’s nephew, were 
the principal. 

The conditions of this treaty 
were of the same tenour as those — 
concluded by the French with other 
powers. ‘l'be pope renounced his 
alliance with the coalition, He 
agreed to disband the troops he had 
levied against the republic, and to, . 
sbut his | ports against the ships of. 

war belonging to its enemies, and 
not to furnish them with supplies of 
any kind, AJl the rights and privi- 
leges enjoyed by France, in the pa- 
pal dominions, previously to the re- 
volution, were confirmed. He 
ceded to the French, in full sove- - 
reignty, the country of Avignon, 
and every place in France, formerly 

subject 
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subject to the Roman see. He 
ceded, in like manner, the cities and 
territories of Bologna, Ferrara and 
the Romagna. He engagedto pay 
the sum of thirty millions of French 


| __ livres to the republic, either in spe- 


cie or in value, and to deliver the 
_ Statues, pictures and manuscripts, 

stipulated in the treaty of armistice, 
of which he agreed to fulfit all the 


[17 
other conditions. The Batavian re- 
public was included in this treaty : 
on his punctual compliance with 
which, the prisoners taken from bim 
were to be set at liberty, and all the 
placesand districts restored, that had 
been seized by the French, Anco- 
na excepted, which however they 
were only to retain till a general 
peace, 
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Means for preventing the future Power of the Roman Pontiffs.—And that of 
Austria over the Countries composing the Republics on the North and South 
of the Po.—Moderation and Lenity of the French Republic to the Non-ju- 
ving Clergy.— At the same Time that their Bigotry and Superstition are ex 
posed to ridicule—Excessive Rejoicings and Exultations of the French at 
the Successes of their Arms in Italy.—Jealousy, Envy, and Resentment, 
against Buonaparte—Who uses Precautions for warding off the Effects of 


. these, and gaining Popularity and Confidence, not only in France but Italy. - 


Moderation and Prudence of the Inhabitants of St. Marino.—Munificence 
of Buonaparte to that small Republic.—Prevalence of Republican Principles 
in. Ttaly.—Honour paid there to the French and Buonaparte.—Preparations 
of Austria, for disputing with the French the Empire of Italy.—Tbe Impe- 
rial Army in Italy, commanded by the Archduke Charles.— Attacked by the 
French, and forced to retreat.—Capiure of Gradisca and Goritz.—Muni- 
cipal Governmenis settled in both these Towns, on the Republican Plan.— 
The Austrians defeated with severe Loss near Tarvis.—Audacious Spirit 
of the French Prisoners of War.—The Infection of this Spirit dreaded by 
the Imperial Ministry. —A Division of the French Army, under Joubert, 
penetrates into the Tyrol.— Reduces mast of the strong Forts of that Coun= 
try—And gains other signal Advantages.—The French obtain Possession 
of Brixen.—Proclamations of Buonaparte, addressed to the Subjects of the 
Limperor.—Tke Austrians obliged to abandon their Head-Quarters at Cla- 
genfurth.—The French cross the Drave.—Farther Successes of the French, 
under Joubert, in the Tyrol.—Remarkable Engagement between the Aus- 
érians and French, in the Defiles leading to Newmarckh.—The Austrians 
continuully defeatcd, but not discouraged —Consternation at Vienna.—But 
aavincible. Courage of the Austrian and Hungarian Nobles.—Interesting 


i 


Letter from Buonaparte to the Archduke Charles.—And the Archduke's dn- 


swer.— Armistice betiveen ihe Austrians and Prench.—Honours and Praises 
bestowed by the French Directory on the Army.—Reflections. 


Sa pices humbling, or rather in- 
deed annihilating, in this man- 
ner, the powers. and importance 
formerly annexed to the see of 


Rome, the political views of the re- | 


public were directed te the means 


> 


of never suffering future pontiffs te 
recover them. It lad already 
made an essential progress in this 
business, by formally approving the 
confederation of Reggio, Modena, 
Bologna, and Ferrara, 


To these 


it 


| 
' 


it mow added Romagna, for the 
purpose of forming a larger com- 
monwealth, and assented to the pe- 
tition of the people of the Milanese, 
and the other districts of Lombardy, 
who were eager to follow that ex- 
ample, by framing a republican 
compact on a similar plan, 

The union of interests, which 
would, for many years, indissolubly 
connect these two republics, was 
the best security that they would 
__ make acommon cause against the 
__ festoration of either the Austrian or 
_ the papal power ; both which were 

equally inimical to their newly ac- 


No opportunity of reducing them to 
their former yoke. The French go- 
vernment, having resolyed to ac- 
cede to no pacification that. should 
~ replace these countries in the pos- 
session of two such inveterate ene- 
mies as Rome and Austria, was 
_ "equally studious to enable them, by 
proper arrangements among them- 
selves, to. acquire a degree of 
strength. sufficient to maintain the 
_ fepublican government they had 
- erected, against the efforts which 
' would be made to subvert it by 
any Italian power. ‘The population 
_ ofthe countries on the north and 


“weards of four millions. This was 

amply adequate to their defence 
against, their neighbours, without 
e requiring the assistance of France, 
__ which would only be needed to pro- 
iS 


Cara . 
oy fe republics, was computed at up- 


~ tect them from the hostile designs of 
Austria; and in this case they would 
shortly be in a condition to co- 
Sprrete effectually in resisting them. 
us the influence of France, in 
Italy, would henceforth be esta- 
blished on the surest foundation, the 
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quired Jiberties, and would neglect ' 


“south of the Po, that composed the ° 
‘French government. 
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necessity of adhering faithfully to it 
by those states that depend on it for 
their preservation. 

In addition to these measures, 
others were taken, not less condu- 
cive to remove the charge of inhu- 
manity against the French govern 
ment, than to prove of utility to it 
in other respects among the Italians. 
As the. laws enacted in France 
against the refractory clergy,though 
condemning, them to banishment, 
did not forbid their residence in the 
countries conquered by the French, 
Buonaparte, who sought upon all 
occasions to adopt measures of 
lenity, availed himself of the pow- 
ers with which he was invested, to 
issue a proclamation in favour of 
these exiles.’ Herein he granted 
them a formal permission to reside in 


those parts of the pope’s domi- 


nions, that had been subdued by the 
armies of the republic. The French 
troops were strictly forbidden to ill- 
use, or insult them, and the inhabi- 
tants. of the country of all descrip- 
tions were laid under the-same re- 
strictions. These refugees were‘to 
be provided with all the necessaries 
of life, at the expence of the con- 
vents appointed for their residence. 
They were in return enjoined to 
take an oath of fidelity to the 
This per 
mission extended not only to those 
emigrant clergymen who’ had al- 
ready taken refuge in the papal ter- 
ritoties occupied by the republic, 
but also tothose remainingin France, 
that were desirous of availing thems 
selves of the like indulgence. 

This regulation was highly con- 
ciliatory to those numbers of eccle- 
siastics, who, though disapproving 
of the changes effected in politics 
and religious affairs in France, still 

cCoy could 
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‘could not avoid feeling for their 
country, and being desirous of its 
welfare and reputation. Though 
‘it had banished them, through ap- 
prehensions of danger from their 
principles, yet the present measure 
shewed that it had not divested it- 
self of all consideration for them. 
The priests did not forget the ser- 
vice thus rendered them. However 
averse to the system established in 
‘their country, they still evinced, on 
several occasions, an attachment to 
_its interests, and a readiness to for- 
ward them as far as their consci- 
ences would permit. 

But while Buonaparte was intent 
on mitigating the rigour exercised on 
the non-juring clergy, the French di- 
rectory took noless care tolay before 

_the inspection of the public, sundry 
objectsof thesuperstitious veneration 
of those ignorant and credulous mul. 
‘titudes, over whom they still re- 
tained so much influence. Those 
objects were the principal relics con- 
tained in the church of Loretto, 
_ They were transmitted to France, in 
_order to be exposed to derision, and 
tolessen, by their evident absurdity, 
the respect and creditof the Romish 
clergy, as abettors, either through 
bigotry or hypocrisy, of those 
_equally shameful and ridiculousim- 
positions. 

In the mean time, the rejoicings 
_and exultation of the French, atthe 
capture of Mantua, and the con- 

tinual successes of their arms in 
_Ttaly, filled every part of the French 
republic. The speeches that were 
. pronounced on this occasion, in the 
council of five hundred, and in that 
of the ancients, contained all the 
applause of their soldiers and com-. 
_manders that enthusiasm could in- 
spire, and all the reprobation of 


their enemies that thirst of revenge 
could produce. 

There was, however, a circum- 
stance that diminished the satis- 
faction, enjoyed by the people, atthe 
triumphs of the French armies. It 
was in the contemplation of many, 
to bestow upon the commander-in- 
chief, such aremuneration, as might 
conspicuously perpetuate the re- 
membrance of his victories. ‘This 
was to confer upon him the title of 
Italicus, in imitation of the prece- 
dents in ancient Rome, and insome 
modern states. All parties agreed in 
acknowledging the extraordinary 
nierit of Buonaparte, and the won 
derful actions he had performed. 
But there was also a party, which, 
though it did notdeny the greatness 
of his exploits, did not however co- 
incide in the propriety of such a re- 
compence. They either thought, 
or pretended to think, it inconsist- 
ent with those maxims of simplicity 
in rewards, that had hitherto distin- 
guished the republican government. 
This surmise was deemed, byagreat 
part of the public, to be founded in 
envy more than in truth, and pro- 
ceeding from the royal rather than 
the republican party. The hopes 
of those that longed for the return 
of monarchy were so enfecbled by 
the events of the campaign of 
Italy, that they could not disguise 
their grief. It was not from them 
the author of these eyents could ex- 
pect to be rewarded for what they 
would have been better pleased 
that he had ‘never performed. 
‘Thus a distinction, which the ma- 
jority of people asserted he had high- 
ly deserved, was withheld from 
him through resentment and envy, 
by the intrigues of the enemies to 
the republic, under pretence of 

aching 
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agting conformably to its princi- 
ples. 

The indifference testified on this 
and on some preceding occasions, at 
the successes of Buonaparte and his 
companions in arms, produced both 
in him and them a suspicion, that 
malevolent designs were harboured 


against the republic ; and that, not-. 


withstanding the warmth expressed 
by the numerous majority in its fa- 
your, a secret party was forming 
that consisted of men equally artful 
and persevering, who would em- 
ploy every possible method of de- 
preciating the services rendered ‘to 
it, and who were at the same time 
so thoroughly determined to effect 
their purposes, that no obstacles 
could weary out their patience in 
striving to compass them. 

From this persuasion of theircom- 
mander-in-chief and his officers, 
arose the repeated assurances of in- 
violable attachment and ‘fidelity to 
the existing government. They 
thought them necessary to impose a 
restraint upon its opposers, and to 
deter them from the attempts they 
might be meditating, by letting 
them see how resolutely and effec- 
tually they would be resisted. 

In order to conciliate the minds of 
all people to the republic, Buona- 
parte had been particularly solicit- 
ous, ever since his appointment to 
the supreme command of the French 
army in Italy, to distinguish him- 
self by a punctual observance of all 
those maxims, on which the zealous 
and sincere republicans chiefly 
prided themselves. He cautiously 
avoided al] ostentation, and in his 
* personal demeanor readily put him- 
self on a footing of perfect equality 
with all persons of decent situations 
in society, Hence he had made 
himself a number of friends, not 
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only among the French, but among 
the Italians, who had hitherto expe- 
rienced little of that condescension, 
especially from the Germans, who 
seldom studied to make their autho- 
rity acceptable among the natives, 
The French commanderueveromit- 
ted any opportunity of ingratiating 
himself either in his private or pub- 
lic intercourse, for either of which 
he was equally qualified, by hisedu- 
cation and the politeness of his 
manners. Theinfluence he had ac- 
quired, by these means, possibly was 
not inferior to that which he had ob- 
tained by hisexploits. These made 


him dreaded, but the others procu- - 


red him esteem and attachment. 
The solicitude he had manifested, 
in effecting and eonsolidating the 
foederal union between the repub- 
lics, of which he had encouraged 
the foundation, had, more than any 
other circumstance, raised his fame 
and credit among the Italian poli- 
ticians, who had long wished for 
the revival of such systems in their 
country, recollecting how much it 
had formerly flourished under them. 

In compliance with this disposi- 
tion, which was now become very 
general in Italy, and to give it every 
possible countenance and encourage 
ment, the French commander, while 
on the papal territories, availed him- 
self of that opportunity to take re- 
spectful notice of the little but an- 
cient commonwealth of St. Marino, 
situated in the duchy of Urbino. 
He deputed thither citizen Monge, 
one of the commissioners of arts, 
and a member of the national insti- 
tute, a man of genius and know- 
ledge. The commissioner made a 
speech to the people of St. Marino, 
which seemed to be intended as an 
address to all Italy, and indeed to all 
keurope. He observed that liberty, 

[C 3] which 
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which had transformed the ancient 
Greeks and Romans intoheroes, and 
had, in latter ages, revived the arts 
and sciences in the republics of Ita- 
ly, had, while nearly banished from 
the face of Europe, still existed in 
St. Marino, where, by the wisdom of 
the government, and the virtue of 
the people, it had beenpreserved for 
centuries. The French too, he said, 
after a whole age of knowledge, had 
at length perceived their own slavery, 
and asserted their freedom. But the 
powers of Europe, thutting their 
eyes to the interest of mankind, had 
confederated against the liberty of 
France, and thought to partition it 
among them. ‘The Frenchwere as- 
sailed on all their frontiers; and 
what most aggravated their calami- 
ties, many of their own countrymen 
United with the enemy to distress 
them. But they stood firm in the 
midst of all dangers, and gradually 
overcame all their enemies. Some 
were glad to relinquish the confede- 
tracy, and others were compclled to 
sue for peace. Jealousy, pride, and 
hatred, kept together their remain- 
foes. The French had, in the 
Course of the present campaign, de- 
stroyed four Austrian armies; but 
the enemy still rejected peece. The 
commissioner then assured the pec- 
ple cf St. Marino of peace and 
friendship on the part of France. 
Were any of their possessions to be 
disputed, or any adjacent territory 
necessary to their well-being, they 
might freely apply to the good ot- 
fices of the republic. 

The answer to this address was re- 
spectful and temperate. After ex- 
pressing thosesentiments of admira- 
tion, at the valour and heroism of the 
French general and his army, to 
‘which they were justly entitled, the 
citizens of St. Marino modestly de- 
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clined those offers of addition to 
their small territory, which had 
been made by the French commis- 
sioner, telling him, that simplicity 
of manners, and the enjoyment of 
liberty, were the best inheritance 
transmitted to them by their ances- 
tors; and that, content with their, 
mediocrity, they dreaded aggran- 
disement, as dangerous to their 
freedom. The only request they 
would make was the protection of 
France. 

The moderation and prudence of 
the inhabitants of this little republic 
was justly rewarded by the munifi- | 
cence of the French commander, 
He presented it with four pieces of 
cannon, in the name of the French 
republic, He exempted their pos- 
sessions in the Romagna, from all 
contributions, and refused the ten- 
der of paymert for a considerable 
quantity of corn, of which he ge- 
neously made them a donation. 

\ Buonaparte had not only signa- 
lized himself by feats of arms; he 
had equally succeeded in that object 
which was requisite for the com- 
plete attainment, of the purposes ef 
his expedition. These were to revo- 
lutionize the minds of the Italians, 
the better to fit them for those 
changes in their various govern- 
mehts, that would assimilate them 
to the system established in France. 
Republican principles had taken 
forcible root in many, if not in most 
of those places subdued by the 
French, or rather, torn from their 
former owners, for the emancipa- 
tion of the nations, to speak the 
language of these as well as of the. 
Trench themselves, who boasted 
that, contrarily to the practice of 
crowned heads, they conquered for 
the benefit of mankind at Jarge, and 
sought no other emolument from 

their 
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their victories, than the glory of 
delivering nations from tyranny. 
These ideas had spread far and 
wide among the Italians, together 
with the hope of seeing their coun- 
try re-attain its independence and 
ancient splendour. The remem- 
brance of those -celebrated names, 
that had done it so much credit of 
old, was now recalled: with enthu- 
siasm. Peculiar honours were paid 
to the spot where Virgil was 
born. A monument was erected 
to his memory, and similar memo- 
rials were intended to perpetuate 
the fame of other illustrious men, 
who had adorned their country ei- 
ther in former times, or in modern 
ages. \ 
Numerous were the effusions and 
testimonials of their gratitude to 
the French, for reviving their ex- 
pectations to recover those free go- 
yernments, under which some of 
the {talian states had once made so 


flourishing a figure. While the re-, 


publican army was advancing to- 
wards Rome, some of its many 
well-wishers in that city had al- 
Yeady reared in their determina- 
tions a statue to its commander, 
with an inscription to commemo- 
rate the restitution of the senate 
and people to their primitive power 
and dignity, 

At Faenza, the inhabitants actu- 
ally erected a triumphal arch-to the 
honour of the French, and.of Buo- 
Maparte, specifying their victory 
over the papal army, and securing 
thereby the liberty of that city, 
The fact was, that the governments 
exercised over the different people 
of Italy, in the ecclesiastical state 
_ especially, were fallen so low in the 
estimation of the public, that a 
large proportion of the inhabitants 
were heartily desirous of a change. 

‘ 
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The-clergy in the pope’s dominions 
engrossed allthe authority, and the 
other countries were in the hands of 
foreigners. Hence the national spi- 
rit of the natives was extinct, and 
they felt no interest in the transac 
tions of their rulers, looking upon 
themselves, as wholly unconcerned 
either in the good or the ill success 
of their measures. 

While Buonaparte was putting 
the last hand to thesettlement of dif+ 
ferences with the court of Rome, 
and of the affairs of the newly con- 
stituted repablics,. the councils of 
the Imperial court were uoless bu- 
sily occupied in preparing the means 
of disputing, once more, the em- 
pire of Italy, with this fortunate 
commander. Thepoint, that seemed 
chiefly in contemplation, was whom 
to appoint successor to those gene- 
rals, whom he-had successively de- 
feated.. Several were proposed, and 
in truth, the Austrian armies were 
not deficient in officers of experi- 
ence and reputation ; but the gene- 
ral yoice seemed to pronounce in 
favour of the archduke Charles. 
His conduct and successes, during 
the last campaign, had made him 
very conspicuous, and his closing it 
with the taking of Kehl, and by 
compelling the French »to retire 
within their own limits, had. raised 


him a great name in all Germany. 


These .citcumstances determined 
thé Imperial ministry to fix upon 
this young prince as the fittest rival 
to oppose to Buonaparte. pes 
‘In order to.send him to the field, 
with all the advantages that could 


‘be procured, every exertion was 


made throughout the Austrian do- 
minions, to furnish him with, an 
army fitto revive the hopes of. his 
family and his country, both whi¢gh, 
rightly considered the efforts that 

fC 4) were 
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-were making for another trial of 
fortune, to be the last that could 
possibly be made. Full of this per- 
suasion, a mostformidable army was 
again collected, from the numerous 
divisions and garrisons in the Aus- 
trian service. Their patriotism and 
honour were equally excited by 
every motive that could stimulate 
either. To dothe Austrians justice, 
they had displayed enough of both 
to preserve their character unsul- 
lied. But the extremity to which 
their sovereign and their country 
was now reduced evidently called 
for greater exertions than ever. 

The archduke Charles, though 
a prince of high spirit, and of an 
enterprizing disposition, was not 
by, the public reputed an adequate 
match for Buotaparte. This latter 
had raised himself entirely by his 
talents and merit ; but the former 
owed what he was evidently to his 
royal birth. No expectations were 
formed, by those who attended to 
their respective characters, that he 
would be able to cope with the 
abilities of the French general. 

The Austrians had been so com- 
pletely defeated at the battle of Ri- 
voli, that they had ever since been 
averse to take the field against the 
French. They were cautiously post- 
ed on the northern side of the Piava, 
waiting for the reinforcements of 
which’ the Archduke’s army was 
chiefly to consist. The French, .on 
the south of that river; and of the 
Lavisio, were watchful of their mo- 
tions, constantly repelling them 
whenever they attempted to cross 
either. Part of February and of 
March were consumed in hostilities 
of this nature. 

As soon as the archduke had as- 
sumed the command, tke French 
determinsd so march against him, 


before he had received a farther ad+ 
dition to the strength already arri- © 
ved. To thisintent they advanced 
to the Piava, inthree divisions. The 
first commanded by Massena, eftect- 
ed its passage over, near Feltri, om 
the tenth of Maich, and compel. 
led the Austrians to withdraw to 
Belluno, higher up that river. The 
second division, under Serrurier, 
proceeded to Asola, in the neigh- 
bourhood of which, he also crossed 
on the twelfih, after putting to the 
rout a body of Austrians that oppo-_ 
sedhim. Several other corps were 
encamped near this one: but they 
did not venture to support it, and 
they all made a precipitate retreat,_ 
in apprehension of being surrounded 
and cut off by the two divisions that 
had already crossed, and by another 
that was’ then crossing the river, 
It was headed by general Guiaux, 
who advanced that very evening to 
Conagliono, and, on the next day, 
the thirteenth, to Sacali, where he 
overtook the rear guard of a large 
division of the Austrians, and made 
a number of prisoners. Massena, 
after taking possession of Belluno, 
pursued fhe enemy that was retreat~. 
ing toCadora, and took some hun. — 


dreds. On the sixteenth, all the 
French divisions directed their. - 
march to the Tagliamento. The 


Austrians were entrenched on the 
opposite side, ins hope of being 
more successful, in defending the 
passage of this river, than of the 
Piava. ‘The archduke commanded 
them in person, and was duly sen- 
sible of the necessity of stopping the 
progress of the French, and that, by 
passing this river, they would be 
able to over-run a large extent of 
country. This action, which both 
he and Buonaparte considered as 
decisive, began at mid-day. The 

French 
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French were by this time arrived on 
the banks of the river, and the pas- 
sage was immediately commenced. 
"Pheir right and left, protected by 
a formidable artillery, were directed 
by Buonaparte, to cross the river, 
and to attack the enemy in flank, 
while the centre made its passage 
in their front. “His orders were ex- 
ecuted with the completest success, 
- Both the cavalry and infantry of the 
_ Austrians were drawn up with the 
~ utmost skill, and behaved with so 
_ much firmness in their respective 
pusitions, as for a while to balance 
the fortune of the day : but the pas- 
sage being at length effected every 
where, and the repeated charges“of 
the Austrians having failed to make 
that impression upon the French, 
which ‘was hoped, from the bravery 
of the soldiers, and the judgement 
of those who conducted them, it 
was found necessary to have re- 
course to a retreat. -The principal 
loss, in this affair, fell upon the of- 
fieers of the Imperialists: one of 
their generals was slain, and several 
officers of rank were made prisoners, 
with some hundreds of men, besides 
those that were slain. 

The defeat of the Austrians was 
_ chiefly owing to the superiority of 
the Frenchartillery. It struck them 
with such terror, that, after quitting 
the field of battle, they could not 
be prevailed on to make a stand. 
The archduke had taken an ad- 
vantageous post at a village, where 
he ptoposed to maintain his ground, 
‘and risk another combat, the next 
morning; but the discouragement 
of hismen, and the impetuosity with 
which it was assailedby the French, 
notwithstanding a dark and tem- 
pestuous night, compelled him to 
abandon his design. The Austrians 
were driven from their post, and it 


[25 


was with difficulty, that he effected 
his own escape. 

The passages of the Piava, and 
of the 'T'agliamento, «decided the 
contest between the archduke and 
Buonaparte. The whole country 
to the north of these rivers now lay 
open to the French. The repub- 
lican army spread itself immediately 
into every direction, the Imperial 
troops retiring before them with a 
visibly diminished resistance. These. 
evacuated Palmanova, of which 
the French took possession, on 
the eighteenth, with immense ma- 
gazines of provisions. They ad- 
vanced on the nineteenth to Gra- 
disca, a town of importance on the 
river Lizonzo. The Austrians were 
posted in force on the opposite 
bank; but the French having ef- 
fected a passage, made themselves 
masters of the heights command- 
ing the town, upon which it was 
obliged to surrender, and the gar- 
rison, consisting of the best troops 
in the archduke’s army, were made 
prisoners of war to the amount of 
three thousand. Another French 
division proceeding northward from 
the Tagliamento, drove the retreat- 
ing euemy as far as Ponteba, after 
repeatedly defeating him, and ma- 
king numbers prisoners, with vast 
quantities of stores. 

The capture of Gradisca was 
followed by that of Goritz, on the 
twenty-first of March. The Aus- 
triaus withdrew from this place in 
such haste, that they left fifteen 
hundred sick and wounded in the 
hospitals, with all their previsions 
and stores. Both these town be- 


‘ longing to the emperor, the French 


commander settled a municipal go- 
yernment in them, ou the republi- 
cai form, declaring them in posses= 
sion of all the rights and. privileges 

they 
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they were entitled to claim. He 
treated them altogether with mark- 
edlenity, in order, doubtless, to pre- 
parethe way for aready submission, 
on the part of those cities and dis- 
tri¢ts, in the Imperial territories, 
which, ia the course of hostilities, 
he would shortly be necessitated to 
reduce to his obedience. 

After the reduction of these two 
towns, a body of French was diss 
patchedtotake possession of Trieste, 
the only sea port belonging to 
the emperor on the Adriatic. It 
fell into their hands on the twenty- 
third of March. Here, and in its 
vicinity, they found an immense 
booty. 

’ In the mean time, general Guieux 
and Massena were advancing, from 
the different quarters, to the bor- 
ders of Carinthia. The former at- 
tacked the Austrians intrenched at 
Pusero, a strong position at the en- 
trance of the narrow passes of Ca- 
poralto, into which he drove them 
with considerable loss. ‘The latter 
possessed himself of Tarvis, a place 
on the opposite side of those pas- 


ses; by which motion the Aus- . 


trians, driven from Pusero, were in- 
closed between the two French di- 
visions, A large body of Austrians 
marched from Clagenfurth, in Ca- 
rinthia, to their relief, and assailed 
Massena at Tarvis, where a most 
obstinate battle "was fought: but 
the Austrians were entirely de- 
feated. “Three of their generals 
were taken, amd a celebrated re- 
giment of Cuirassiers, almost de- 
stroyed, General Guieux had, in 
the mean while, pushed the Austri- 
ans-in the defile, as far as Lachinsa, 
a strongly fortified post, which he 
carried, however, after a resolute 
defence. They endeavoured to 
make a retreat; but were inter- 


_ciples current among the 


cepted by the victorious division, 
under Massenas The loss of the 
Austrians on this occdsion, besides 
the slain, amounted to five thousand 
prisoners, among whom were four 
generals, thirty pieces of cannon,_ 
and four hundred waggons with all 
the baggage. 

This was a fatal day to the Im- 
perial arms. It closed, in a man- 
ner, the hopes that had till remain- 
ed of better fortune, under the aus- 
pices of the archduke Charles, and 
raised the opinion entertained of 
Buonaparte to the highest summit. 
What principally alarmed the court 
of Vienna was the proximity of 
the French army to the Hungarians, 
a people-that had not forgotten the 
struggles of their forefathers,against 
the usurpation of the house of Aus- 
tria, andthe danger lest a simi- 
lar spirit of resistance should be re- 
generated among them, especially 
as they had such recent -causes of 
discontent. 

A specimen of the unconquerable, 
and, in truth, it may be said, insolent 
spirit,inf used by the republican prins 
rench, 
had been exhibited) by their pri- 
soners in the hereditary states, dur- 
ing the last summer. Onvthe tenth 
of August, the day whereon the 
unhappy Lewis the «sixteenth was 
dethroned, a number of them, cons 
fined at Clagenfurth, the principal 
town of the province of Carinthia, 
celebrated this event, with marked 
exultation, in defiance, as it were, 
of the Austrian government. The 
formalities, that accompaniedthe ob- 
servance of tiis day, were all cal- 
culated to manifest their hatred of 
royal power, and their attachment 
to republicanism, and especially, to 
that equality of rank which admits 
ted of ‘no distinction among men, 

but: 


- 


but that which resulted from virtue 

‘and merit. ‘ 
_ ‘the French prisoners in the Im- 
- perial dominions, were alike every- 

where, in this respect, and seemed, 

in truth, to court the notice of the 

subjects of Austria, by the unré- 
_ strained liberties they assumed upon 

all occasions of this nature. Their 
_ speeches, their songs, their devices, 

all tended to shew in what contempt 
_ -they held all people that submitted 
_ to the government of kings, and 
¥ how firmly they were determined 
"never again to admit them into 
France. 

This démeanour of the French, 
__, Under the very eye of the Austrian 
_ government, and in the heart of the 
» empire, occasioned no small uneasi- 
ness to those who reflect with how 
much facility such notions might be 
propagated among the multitude, 
soured with the severity of their 
rulers, and oppressed with the’ ma- 
_ nifold burdens laid upon them, for 
_ the maintenance ofa war, which the 
_ majority of people disapproved in 
_ Secret ; though the dread of being 
_ punished for amanifestation of their 
¥ Sentiments, compelled them to feign 
e. approbation. 
It was now become unseasonable 

_ and dangerous to attempt the sup- 
pression of these sentiments among 
the great number of Frengh dis- 
persed in the towns on the borders 
of the present theatre of war The 
_ approach of Buonaparte, and his vic- 
torious army, had filled them with 
additional boldness; and strong sus- 
, td were ‘entertained, by the 


_ and in Austria itself, they had adhe- 
___fents to their principles, numerous 
_ enough to form themselves into a 
_ ‘Btrony party, were eccurrences to 
- favour their secret inclinations. 
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imperial ministry, that in Hungary,’ 
‘perialists posted. 
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“The uninterrupted continuance 
of the French commander’s good 
fortune grew daily more alarming. 
That part of his army, which had 
penetrated into the Tyrol, had kept 
equal pace with that under his own 
inspectian. Joubert, who command- 


‘ed it, had, with his usual activity 


and success, made himself master of 
most of the strong posts in that 
country ; and,seconded by the ma- 
ny expert officers under him, had 
obtained some signal advantages, 
He surrounded a large body of Im- 
perialists, on the Lavisio, where 
they had taken possession of advan- 
tageous ground, with an intention 
to dispute the entrance of the inner 
country. This body was chiefly 
composed of Tyrolean riflemen, fa~ 
mous for their dexterity in that 
manner of fighting. The combat 
was long and bloody, but terminated 
in the total overthrow of the Imperi- 
alists: twothousand were killed, and 
four thousand made prisoners. The 
remainder withdrew higher up the 
river, towards Botzen, ‘They halted 
at Tramin, a situation of strength, 
where they made a vigorous de- 
fence. But notwithstanding the 
bravery and conduct of general 
Laudohn, their commander, they 
were at length completely worsted, 
their retreat to Botzencutoff,and all 
that could escape, forced to take re- 
fuge in the neighbouring mountains. 
After securing Botzen, Joubert di- 
rected his march to Clausen, where 
the Austrianshad assembled a great 
force. Herea furious conflict en- 
stied, and success long remained 
doubtful, so strongly were the Im- 
The centre of 
the French, headed by Joubert in 
person, succeeded at last, after re- 
peated efforts, in breaking theene= 
my’s kine. Thig at wnce wien 

: ¢ 
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the day.. The Imperial troops were 
wholly routed, and fifteen hundred 
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from all the imposts they were used 
to pay tothe emperor. 


captured, besides the slain. They». ‘This proclamation, as well as the 


fled in disorder from Clausen to 

Brixen, closely pursued by the 

French, who took possession of this 

important place, which the enemy 

abandoned with precipitation. In 
these several actions, particularly of 

Tramin, general Dumas, at the head 

of the Trench cavalry, did signal 

services. Here he first broke the 

enemy, and took six hundred pri- 

soners, which led the way to their 
entire defeat. 

' The victories obtained by Buo- 
naparte’s generals, or those wherein 
he presided in person, had now 
brought him to the borders of Ca- 
rinthia. Desirous of reconciling the 
inhabitants of this province to the 
entrance of the French, and no less 
in order to avail himself of the op- 
portunity to direct an address, 
through them, to all the people 
of Germany, he issued a proclama- 
tion, wherein he disclaimed all 
purposes.of conquest over the em- 
pire. The sole aim of the French 
government, he said, was to termi- 
nate this calamitous war ; but the 
Imperial court had refused to attend 
to the proposals of peace offered to 
it, Corrupted by the gold of Eng- 
land, the emperor’s ministers be- 
trayed both him and his subjects, 
and rendered them the tools of that 
power. He was conscious, he said, 
that the war was contrary to the 
sense of both his German and Hun- 
garian subjects. He, therefore, in- 
vited them to enter into terms of 
amity. He required no contribu- 
tions: all he asked of them was, 
inat they would furnish provisions 
to his army, for which they should 

_ be indemnified, by being discharged 


a 


many others, issued occasionally by 
the French commander, made little. 
impression upon those to whom they 
were addressed. But they served 
as manifestos to the politic world, 
and, in the opinion of many, justi-- 
fied the French in their endeavours 
to force their enemies to accede to. 
a peace, which, had these been vic~ 
torious, they would have dictated 
to the French, as peremptorily, at 
least, as thsse did to them. 

The close of March was ap=« 
proaching. Since the tenth the 
Austrians had not only been expel- 
led from their posts, in the territory” 
of Venice, but had lost the most con-, 
siderable of those upon their own 
frontiers. The province of Carni- 
ola was nearly in the possession of 
the French, who had entered Ca-. 
rinthia and encamped on the south- ' 
ern side of the Drave, at some 
distance from Clagenfurth, the capi- 
tal of this province. General Mas-, 
sena’s division pushed forward, on 
the twenty-ninth, towards that city. 
The main body of the Austrians 
were drawn up before it, to receive 
him; but after a slight resistance, 
and the loss of some hundreds killed 
and taken, it retired with all speed, 
and the archduke abandoned that 
place, which, being his head-quar-~ 
ters, the loss of it cast a damp on’ 
the whole Imperial army. The 
French now crossed the Drave, and 
advanced beyond it to Freisach, 
apost of importance. While their | 
central division was thus gaining 
ground, the left, under Joubert, was 
making no less progress in the Ty- 
rol. He had been reinforced by a 
body of cavalry, commanded by ge 


nerak 


eral Zajouzeck, one of those Polish 


their country: and, sooner than 

- submit either to the Russians or the 
_ Austrians, had preferred a voluntary 
_ exile, and entered into the service of 
Ahe French republic. ‘The Imperi- 
_-alists had posted themselves in the 
defiles, leading to Inspruck, the ca- 
pital of the Tyrol. Here they were 
-attacked by Joubert, on the twenty- 
eighth of March. As they consisted 
of veterans, detached from the 


ae ae 


_ of this province, it was hoped they 
‘would have been able to guard its 
accesses: but the charge of the 
French, seconded by their artillery, 
Was so impetuous, that the passes 

' ‘were forced, and the Imperial troops 

routed, with the loss of six hundred 

prisoners, exclusive, of those who 
fell in the action, together with the 
whole of their baggage. The divi- 
sion of the right, under Bernadotte, 
‘was equally successful. It com- 
_ pleted the reduction of the pro- 
_ vince of Carniola, by the capture of 
‘Laubach, its capital, on the first of 
April. This opened the way, on 
_ that side, to an entrance into the 
province of Stiria; contiguous to 
_ Austria itself. In these different 
expeditions, the French acquired 
an immense booty, in clothing, 
arms, and military stores of all de- 
sctiptions, and in magazines, filled 
with all sorts of provisions. 

~ On the same day, Massena’s divi- 

sion, which, after taking possession 

_ of Clagenfurth, had penetrated into 

the country beyond the Drave, 

_ marched in force to attack a large 

| body of Imperialists, posted in the 

_ 4efiles, leading to Neumark, and 

_ commanded by the ar¢hduke in per- 
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‘Rhine, purposely for the defence — 
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gon. ‘The encounter was obstinate 


officers who had taken uparms with but the defiles were carried by the 
Kosciusko, for the deliverance of #sFrench, who pursued the Austrians 


with so much celerity, that these 
were compelled to halt, and form 
into a line of battle, for their de- 
fence. The fight was renewed, 
with increased fury. The archduke 
had brought up eight battalions ot 
those grenadiers who had served 
under him at Kehl, and on whom 
he justly relied for their valour and 
expertness, Massena encountered 
them with his own grenadiers, whe 
were also deemed the flower of his 
army. They formed the centre, on 
both sides, and charged each other 
with equal bravery : but the flanks 
of the Imperial grenadiers, being 
suddenly assailed, by all the troops 
that Massena could detach for 
thet purpose, and which came 
through narrow and unguarded 
paths, in the heat of action, they 
were thrown into disorder, and 
forced to abandon their ground, 
notwithstanding the formidable ar- 
tillery that protected it. About six 
hundred of them were taken prison- 
ers, besides a great number of slain. 
Night coming on, they availed 


themselves of it’ to hasten their re- 


treat, leaving the French masters of 
the defile, and of all the country as 
far as Neumark, of which they took 
possession the next morning, and 
where they found large quantities of 
stores‘and provisions. 

The archduke, baving collected 
his retreating troops, made a stand 
at Hundsmark, in the vicinity of 
the river Murh, but, the French 
coming up with them, on the third, 
they were routed, after a short con= 
flict; and their rear guard, consist- 
ing of four veteran regiments, from 
the army on the Rhine, lost near 

a thousand 
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a thousand men, killed and taken. 
The loss of the French, in both 


these engagements, was compara= 4 mand. 


tively small, on a consideration of 
the advantages they obtained. The 
Austrians were now so discouraged 
by their constant defeats, notwith- 
standing their courage, and conduct, 
that they seemed to have come to 
a determination to remain wholly 
on the defensive, and to venture no 
encounters, but for the purpose of 
protecting a retreat. Their present 
position was such, indeed, as left 
them little hope of contending, suc- 
cessfully, with the French. These 
had, in consequence of the late 
action, occupied the strongest places 
in Carinthia. General Spork, an 
Austrian officer of note, was on his 
march along the valley, on the 
southern banks of the Murh, at the 
head of a considerable reinforce- 
ment, for the defeated army: but 
the French posted themselves on his 
passage, in such force, that he found 
it impracticable to advance beyond 
Murau, a town upon the river 
Murh, where his own situation be- 
came dangerous. 

It was now evident, that all ex- 
pectations of an effectual opposi- 
tion to the French were unfounded. 
The fifth army that had been levied 
by Austria, to encounter them, was 
no longer in being. In the short 
lapse of a month, twenty thousand 
men had been made prisoners, and 
the remainder had either failen in 
battle, or taken refuge in a broken 
and shattered condition, among the 
. Mountains, and fastnesses of the 
country. The recruits that were 
raising could not supply the place 
of veterans who had not themselves 
been able to resist the French. The 
archduke, on whom such confidence 
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had been rested, had proved as un 
fortunate as his predecessors in com- 
The only resource left to 
the house of Austria, was, in all 
appearance, to acquiesce in the 
terms of pacification offered by 
France. 

The consternation at Vienna was 


extreme : but the Austrian nobility, ~ 


warmly attached to the Imperial 
family, with which it participated 
in all the dignities of the German 


empire, expressed a zealous deter- - 
mination to share the fortune-of its — 


sovereign, and to defend his capi- 
tal to the last extremity. The re 
mains of that body of young gentle- 
men, who had served as volunteers, 
in Italy, under Alvinzi, were again 
completed ; and, by admitting the 
youth of all decent classes, were 
augmented to eight thousand. The 
Hungarian nobles, and their vas- 
sals, were called upon to arm, and 
repair to Vienna: and all. able- 
bodied men, in the hereditary states, 
were ordered to form themselves 
into companies in their respective 
districts. Out. of all these a formid- 
able mass of stout and resolute men 
was to be raised. This, added to 
the regulars, assembling .from all 
quarters, would, it was not doubted, 
constitute a,ferce, which, though it 


might not intimidate the victorious 


enemy, still might prove the means 


of inducing him to relax from .the’ 


severity of the terms he would other- 
Wise insist upon. 

But these orders, and prepara- 
tions, did not quiet the alarms of 
the generality. Numbers of the 
opulent, and even of the higher 
ranks, hastened to.withdraw them- 
selves, and their effects, in appre- 
hension of a siege. ‘The emperor, 
himself, signified his intention to 

quit 


' 
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* quit Vienna in such a case ; and the 
stoppape of payment, at the bank, 


completed, at once, the fears and: 


_ dissatisfaction of the public. 
Buonaparte was, in the mean 
_ time, collecting, and concentrating 
- his forces, in order to proceed, in 
_a direct march, to Vienna, where 
_ he notified, to the directory, that he 
hoped, shortly, to plant the standard 
_ of France, if the emperor still con- 
) tinued averse to a peace. He now 
fixed his head quarters at Clagen- 
farth, where those of the archduke 
_had been some days before, in order 
to render his expulsion from this 
_ place, and his reverse of fértune, 
_ the more remarkable, through a 
‘eircumstance that would not fail 
to attract notice from its particu- 

larity. 

_ ~ Agleam of returning fortune had, 
| on the other hand, attended the 
_ Austrian arms in the Tyrol. The 
inhabitants of that province had 
~ risen in a mass, and joined the forces 
_ ander general Laudohn. -Strength- 
_ ened by numbers, which, though un- 
_ disciplined, were not the less brave 
__and enterprizing, he resolved to at- 
- tack ‘the division under Joubert, 


f 


_ the twenty-eighth of March, had 
| taken post at Botzen, in order to 
give some’ respite'to ‘his men, after 


Jn. the fourth of April they were 
sailed’ by the Austrian ‘troops, 
Ove powered by immensity of num- 
bers; they were obliged to give 
_ Way, ‘and ‘retire ‘to Brixen, which 
they were also obliged'to abandon 
 thefollowing day. Here, however, 


-Minated, Buonaparte’s plan re- 
quiring the united strength of all 


who, ‘after his successful action, on’ 


_ the fatigues they “had undergone. 


1 'co njunction with the Tyrolese.. 


the success of the Austrians ter. 


su 


his forces, Joubert’s division pro- 
ceeded through the Tyrol to join 
him. Laudehn followed, but could 
make no impression upon Joubert, 
who arrived at the main army with 
eight thousand prisoners, and all the 
other captures he had made. 

During these transactions, the ar- 
rangements that had ‘been made, in 
the French army, had completely 
prepared it for the execution of 
the design in agitation. Hoping, 
however, that its formidable appear= 
ance might produce the effect there- 
by intended, which was ‘to put a step 
to ‘hostilities, Buonaparte: availed 
himself of the manifest superiority 
of bis situation, to make overtures of 
peace to-the archduke Charles. To 
this intent he wrote a letter to ‘him, 
which, at ‘the time, excited. the 
universal attention of all Zurope. - 
Brave soldiers, he said, made war, 
but desired peace. ‘The war had 
now lasted six years. ‘Mcn eseugh 
had: been.’ slaughtered, and ‘evils. 
enough committed against suffering 
humanity. Such, he noticed, were 
the exclamations’on all sides. Fu- 
repe, which had +aken up arms 
against the Frenth republic, ‘had 
laid them idown, and Austria: alone 
continued its enemy.’ Biood was 
still to flow, a sixth campaign was 
announced, and, ‘whatever might be 
the result, thousands of gallant sol- 
diers must ‘fall aisacrifice. At some 
périod, ‘nevertheless, he observed, 
both ‘parties must come to an un- 
derstanding, since time brought all 
things to a conclusion, and extin- 
guished the most inveterate resent- 
ments. 

The French directory had ex- 
pressed a desire to terminate this 
ruinous contest, but their pacific 
overtures were defeated by the in- 

¢ tervention 
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tervention of the British ministry. 
Was there then, he said, no hope 
of accommodation? Must blood 
still be shed to promote the interests, 
or to gratify the passions, of a peo- 
ple far remote from the theatre of 
war? Are not you, addressing him- 
self to the archduke, who are so 
neatly allied to the throne, and 
above the mean passions that usually 
influence ministers, desirous to merit 
the appellations of benefactor of 
the human race, and saviour of the 
German empire? I do not mean, 
added he, that your country can- 
not be preserved by your sword, 
but that however the chance of 
war may alter in your favour, Ger- 
many must still be a sufferer. He 
concluded by assuring the archduke, 
that as to himself, were his present 
application to him to be the means 
of saving the life of a single man, 
he should be prouder of the civic 
crown, to which he would thereby 
become entitled, than of the melan- 
choly glory resulting from the most 
brilliant exploits in war. 

This letter of Buonaparte will de- 
seend to posterity, a nobler monu- 
mentofhis fame than any of hisvicto- 
ries. It breathes the sentiments of a 
gallant military chief; and, at the 
same time, the sublimest sentiments 
of morality. ‘When time shall have 
settled the present disputes, (as 
sooner or later it must,) and even 
extinguished the resentment of na- 
tions ;’’* nay, and when the whole 
series of his victories shall pass 
through the mind as a dream that 
has past, such sentiments, recorded 
in the page of every historian, will 
touch and engage every heart. 

To this letter from Buonaparte, 
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which was dated the seventh Ger- 
minal (March thirty-first) the arch- 
duke replied, that he was equally 
desirous of peace with the French 
commancer, but that his station not 
authorizing him to scrutinize, nor 
to terminate the differences between 
the belligerent powers, and not be- 
ing invested with any commission 
for that purpose, he could not un- 
dertake a negociation till he had re- 
ceived special orders, 

On receiving this answer, the 
French troops were immediately put- 
in motion, Their march was di- 
rected towards Murau, where ge- 
neral Spork was posted. ‘The arch- 
duke, upon this intelligence, re- 
quested a suspension of aris for the 
space of only four hours: but as 
this would have enabled him to’ 
secure the junction of that officer’s 
division with his own forces, Buona- 
parte sent him a denial, and pro- 
ceeded on his marcb, resolved to 
carry his designs into speedy execu-~ 
tion, unless they were prevented by 
complying with his offers to enter 
into a treaty. 

He had advanced to Judenburgh, 
in Stiria, where he fixed his head- _ 
quarters, intending, by a rapid 
march, to transfer them into Austria 
itself, when he received a notifica- 
tion from the emperor, that he was 
ready to embrace the opportunity 
given him by the French general, of 
entering into negociations for peace. 
This message was brought him by 
generals Bellegarde and Murveldt, 
deputed by the Imperial court to 
confer with him on that subject, 
and to obtain an armistice, the more 
effectually to bring matters to a 
peaceable conclusion, 


® Expressions in his letter to the archduke. 


A suspension 
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A suspension of arms was ac- 
cordingly agreed upon the seventh 
of April, the duration of which 
was limited to ten days. This, 
by the French commander, was 


deemed a space sufficient to come - 


toa final determination, whether to 
accept orto refuse those terms which 
~ had been proffered to the lmperial 
courts, and from which it was now 
determined, by the French, not to 
merecede. . - 
_ In accepting the offer of an ar- 
i mistice, for the purpose of pacifica- 
_ tion, Buonaparte displayed equal 
_ moderation and judgement. Though 
the rapid career of his victories 
had met with little interruption, he 
could not but be sensible of ‘the 
extreme difficulties, if not imminent 
dangers to which he was now ex- 
posed. 

His rapid marches, across ravines 
and precipices, and over moun- 
tains, where no traces of roads 
_ existed, had compeélled him to leave 
_’ behind the greater part of his heavy 
artillery; while his army, from the 
; rigours of the season, and the con- 
_ stant state of action in which they 
" had been kept, had very sensibly 
| diminished; and though the r- 
_ mainder preserved, to the last, the 
_ same courage and ardour, yet they 
_ were insufficient to preserve the 
% vast extent of country winch they 

_had conquered; and the positions 
» which he had taken, though highly 

Beronrle for farther conquest, had 
i } . 

_hebee.: sufficiently reinforced, were 
no less fitted for the operations of 
_the enemy, which he conceived he 

_ had left behind him in the states of 
-. Venice. 
To reach Vienna by the speediest 


wig 


mee. 

- direction, the French army had to 
pass the mountains of Stiria, which 

» wise for a long extent -from the 
iy Vou. XXXIX, 
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Marh, almost within sight of this 
seat of empire. These mount¥ins, 
easily defended by the retreating 
army, and the succours which were 
pouring in from all quarters, would 
have rendered the remainder of his 
march extremely difficult. These 
difficulties might haye been ob- 
viated, by his taking a direction 
towards the Danube, by crossing 
over from the Murh to. the Ems, 
along the banks of which his army 
woald have found an easier mode of 
arriving at the end of their expedi- 
tion ; but the circuit was too long, 
and the army too much diminished, 
to suffer such a dismemberment of 
it as wauld be necessary to keep up 
its communication with Italy. The 
dangers arising from the enemy be- , 
fore him, had been well weighed 
by Buonaparte, By daring courage, 
and the boldest efforts, he had, iu 
the space of a month, led his army 
to conquests, which the most ardent 
imagination had scarce ventured to 
contemplate; but he had made no 
calculations on the outset of his ex- 
pedition,forother enemies than those 
with whom he was in openhostility, 
and therefore had nét provided re- 
sources against them. 

The best judges of military af- 
fairs expressed a degree of wonder, 
not that Buonaparte should accept 
the offer of an armistice, but that 
the Imperialists’ should make it. 
Had he advanced without a proper 
train of battering cannon against the 
works of Vienna, which might still 
have been defended, even after the 
loss of a battle in’the field, the Hun- 
garians and Austrians, collected in 
over-powering numbers, would have 
probably cut off his retreat, and his 
ruim would have been certain. It 
was not, therefore, it has been said, 
on very probable grounds, the ter- 

CD} ror 
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ror of Buonaparte’s arma, tremend- 

-ous as he was, that moved the em- 
peror to sue for peace; but a terror 

of another kind, on the one hand, 

and an allurement held out, on the 

other by the French commander, 

in the, preliminaries for peace. The 

greater portion by far of his Im- 

perial majesty’s subjects, even a 

great many officers in his. armies, 

were averse to a war with France. 

The conduct. of Buonaparte had 
not, on the whole, been such as to 

discredit his professions of a respect 

for private property, public credit, 
and the rights of men, as well as 

nations) The shew he had made 

of generosity and justice, in some 
instances, veiled, ina great measure, 
from the public eye, those contri- 
butions which he levied in others. 
No general, no politician of the 

present day, appears to be more 

profoundly skilled than that leader 

in the management of the two great 
springs that move the whole ma- 
chinery of public affairs, the passions 
and finance. His conquests took 

property and cultivation, and the 

free exercise of religion under their 

protection; and in directing the 

new governments to be responsible 

for the debts of the old, he touched 

ona deep system of policy and revo- 

lution. The governments that had 

fallen before him. seemed to have 

fallen of themselves, and without 
conyulsion. Had the coalition, on 

entering France, issued a proclama- 

tion in favour of the-government de 

facto, the road to Paris would have 
been found more practicable. The 

effects of Buonaparte’s proclama- 

tion in Stiria, onthe inhabitants of 
Vienna, and other cities, were dread- 

ed, it was believed, in the Imperial 

palace. 
In order to accelerate the nego- 
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ciation, Buonaparte had previously 
taken care that the conditions of the 
armistice should be entirely to the 
advantage of the French. The 
posts occupied by them, in the 
provinces of Carniola, Carinthia, 
Stiria, and the Tyrol, were to re- 
main in their possession till a paci= 
fication had taken place. To these 
posts others were added of great 
consequence: one of them was 
Gratz, the capital of Stiria, a city 
of the first importance in the em 
peror’s dominions, and where a nu- 
merous gartison was placed by 
Buonaparte. 

While this fortunate commander * 
was obtaining so many triumphs for 
France, the directory was unre- 
mittingly attentive in bestowing 
those praises upon him and his ge- 
nerals, which they were conscious 
would prove peculiarly satisfactory 
to the patriotic disposition, and * 
warmth for the glory of their couns 
try, that had so remarkably ‘charac 
terised the French officers, since the 
commencement of this wa. 

In order to convince them how 
circumstantially they attended tothe 
gallant actions they performed, jthe 
directory wrote, in its official ca- 
pacity, letters of thanks to every 
officer deserving of such a mark of 
distinction. Herein they carefully 
specified the particular instances of 
his valour and conduct that had in- 
duced them to reward hismerit with | 
so honourable a notice. ‘The pub- 
licity of the encomiums bestowed 
upon them excited, in a wonderful 
manner, the emulation of the French 
military. To obtain a remuneration 
of this kind was held the highest 
degree of honour and credit to 
which the profession could attain,as 
it seldom failed to be accompanied, 
at the same time, by Has tipigds 

an 
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and other substantial encourage- 
_ ments. 
The principal officers to whom 
the directory saddressed letters of 
_ such atenour at this time, were ge- 
nerals Joubert, Berthier, Bernar- 
 dotte, Massena, Giieux, and Kel- 
Terman. They were all men of tried’ 
_ valour and abilities, and had proved 
of essential utility to Buonaparte, 
_ inhis expedition to Italy and Aus- 
tria. There were others also no 
“less deserving, such as» Augereau, 
ho was styled his right hand. 
py ih these the like honours were 
paid verbally by the directory, and 
similar tokens of regard conferred 
‘upon them, on their being sent to 
Paris, by Buonaparte, with the 
_ standards and military trophies taken 
- from the enemy. 
_ It was with great reason that the 
_ French government testifiedsomuch 
“respect for the army of Italy. It 
had, in the preceding and present 
campaign, been the principal agent 
a support of the republic. While 
its armies in Germany were com- 
pelled to retreat, this one continued 
_ to advance, and to strike terror into 
‘the councils of Vienna. Had not 
Buonaparte balanced, by his suc- 
“cesses, the expulsion of the French 
from thetempire, they would proba- 
bly have been followed by the vic- 
torious Imperialists into the heart 
of France. It was the necessity of 
aking head against him, that with- 
eld five armies successively, for the 
reservation of Austria. Had not 


: ‘this immense force been necessary 
, | to prevent its total destruction, and 
) | could it have been employed ia car- 
. | Fyn the war into France, it was 
>| the ips of Europe, that an ef- 

ectual impression must have been 
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British ambassador at Paris, must 
have been acceptedsby the di- 
rectory. 

Yo the extraordinary talents of 
Bnonaparte; ad to'the valour of 
his troops, was owing therefore the 
superiority that France still retained 
over its enemies. Never had the 
exploits of this celebrated warrior, 
and of his companions in arms, 
been exceeded. In the course of — 
lessthan a twelvemonth they had 
been victorious in no less than 
eighty-four engagements, fourteen 
of which were pitched battles, Ex- 
clusive'of the slain, they, had taken 
one hundred thousand prisoners, 
and between two and three thou- 
sand pieces of artillery. They had 
compelled’ five sovereign princes, 
two of them kings, to submit toy 
their own terms, and had chased 
five Imperial armies out of Italy. 
They had given a new aspect to 
this part of Europe. They had 
changed the forms of its ancient re- 
publics, and had founded two new 
ones on the plat of theirown. All 
this they had effected at the ex- 
pence of their enemies.. Instead of 
draining the treasures of France, by 
these conquests and acquisitions, — 
they had enriched them with the ’ 
surplus of what they had levied 
and expended for their own sups | 
port. 

But what the philosophical world 
will probably deem the most ma- 
terial circumstance, they carried 
with them the principles of that | 
revolutionizing disposition, which 
had effected such changes in their 
own country, They propagated 
them widely in Italy. Whatever 
may be its future destiny, the seeds 
of that freedom of thinking, which 
the French planted among the peo- 
ple, will fructify in spite of all en- 
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deavours to stifle them. The tems 
poral ‘and spiritual power of the 
clergy have both received such a 


blow, that neither, in all likelihood, 


will ever recover its former import- 
ance. The minds of a large pro- 
portion of the people are in fact so 
completely revolutionized, that al- 
though they may be necessitated, for 
their own safety, to submit for a 
while to. the coercive Jaw of the 
sword, they wil embrace every op- 
portunity of shaking off the yoke of 
foreign rulers,.and will reiterate 


those attempts so frequently, that it. 


is probable they will succeed at last, 
especially if the .French republic 
should remain unshaken : as in that 
case they will always depend on its 
intervention in their favour; they 
will, from that metive, be reacy to 
act with the more ¢pirit and energy 
acainst those whom they wil] hence- 
forth consider much more as their 
ty:ants than their sovereigns, 


These appear to be the current 
ideas of the majority of politiciane, 
In France, and in those countries - 
that are not averse to the interests 
and principles of the republican par-, 
ty, no doubt is entertained that if 
it stands its ground, Italy will soon 
or late assume those forms of go- 
vernment which Buonaparte was so 
anxious to, establish, 

All these considerations operated 
strongly at the period of the ne- 
gociations, to which the court of 
Vienna was compelled to accede. 
The Imperial ministry, discouraged 
by the repeated inefficacy of the ex~ 
traordinary exertions that hed been 
made to resist the victorious armies 
of France, yielded to nécessity, and 
subscribed to the conditions dic= 
tated by the conqueror, in hopes, 
however, that fortune might, at a 
more auspicious crisis, atone for 
the calamities now become un- 
avoidable. 
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Ill. 


Preliminary Articles of Peace between the French and Austrians.—Successes 
of French Armies on the Rhine.— Progress of the Nezociation for Peace.— 
Hatred of the Venetians to the French, and Partiality for the Austrians.— 
The French Army takes Possession of Bergamo.— Resentment, Rage, and 
Attempts of the Venetians at Resistance.—The French Troops ov:r-run 

“and reduce all the Venetian Territories—Feall of the Venetian Republic 
universally deplored.—A Revolution introduced by the French into Vee 
nicex—The Austrian Troops invade Istria.—Treaty of Campo-Lormio. 


HE armistice, granted by Buo- 
; naparte, left the Austrian mi- 


-nisters no longer time, than was ab- 


solutely necessary, to make a speedy 
option, whether to embrace his of- 


’ fers, or to renewhostilities. He was 


so completely prepared for these, 


‘that a renewal of them was too 


much dreaded by the court of Vi- 
enna, te decline any longer, to ac- 
cede to his proposals. 

The preliminary articles of a 
peace, between France and Austria, 
were accordingly agreed to, and 
signed, by both parties, on the 
eighteenth of April. By these pre- 
liminaries the French remained so- 
vereign possessors of the Austrian 
low countries, and the ~establish- 
ment of the republic of Lombardy 
was confirmed. These were the 


_ ostensible articles, but it was uni- 
_-versally conjectured, that the court 


- 


» i 


of Vienna would not ‘so readily have 
assented to concessions so advanta- 
geous to France, and detrimental*to 
itself, without previously obtaining 
the promise of some indemnifica- 
ijons, 


7 


During these transactions, on the 
borders of Austria, and wh le Buo- 
naparte was preparing to march 
into that province, the French ar- 
mies on the Rhine had been put 
into motion, and obtained some sig- 
nal successes. The necessity of 
procuring a new army, to enable 
the archduke to oppose Buonaparte, 
had obliged the court of Vienna, 
to recall a large proportion of its’ 
forces from the defence of that 
river. Little less than thirty thou- 
sand of its best veterans being thus 
withdrawn, the French resolved to 
attempt a passage. On the nine- 
teenth of April, general Moreau 
effected it, after.an obstinate dis 
pute, and proceeded immediately 
to Kehl, of which he took posses 
sion, notwithstanding the resolute 
defence of the Austrian troops that 
occupied this advantageous post, 
The loss, on both sides, was very 
great ; five French generals were 
wounded, and numbers of their 
soldiers fell; but the ‘slain and 
wounded among the Austrians were 
much more numerous, Between 
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three and four thousand were made 
prisoners, and all their camp equi- 
page was taken, with the military 
chest, and more than twenty ficld- 
ieces, - 
General Hoche, who comnranded 
“en the Lower Rhine, crossed that 
river'on the eighteenth of ‘April, 
-at Neuwiad. General Kray, an 
officer of great reputation, was at 
“the head of the Imperialists, and 
, had made skilful dispositions to 
receive him. Conjecturing, how- 
ever, that a suspension of arms ei- 
ther had, or would, shortly take 
place between the republic and 
the emperor, he proposed an ar- 
mistice to the French general, but 
this was refused, unless such con- 
eessions were made as the Austrian 
-general deemed unreasonable, They 
‘both, in consequence; prepared for 
~an engagement. It began by an 
impetuous attack from the French. 
whoadvanced, in great force, against 
“the Imperialista: these, who were 
strongly entrenched, made a vigor 
ous resistance, and destroyed num- 
bers with their cannon: but, after 
‘vailong and» bloody conflict, the 


French, by dint. of perseverance, 


seconded by a formidable artillery, 
succeeded in their attack, and the 
Austrians were thrown into dis- 
order : they rallied, however, and 
disputed their ground with much 
obstinacy ; but, being charged by 
large bodies of cavalry, and having 
but 4ew to oppose them, they, at 
length, gave way, leaving all.their 
- cannon , and most of their baggage, 
togethey with fourthousand prison- 
ers, besi des the sjain. 
This'action proved decisive. The 
Tmperial army -was pursued and 


cisiouged from every post where it 
ditempted to make a stand, and 


sufiered’ ex, twemely in the whole 


ANNUAL REGISTER, 1797. 


course of its retreat. A Fregch di- 
vision crossed the Lahn, and’ push- 
ed towards Francfort, and another 
followed the retiring enemy to the 
defiles of the Dilla, on their way 
to Watzlaer, killing and_ taking 
great numbers. <A third division 
assailed their camp, near Mentz, 
and forced them to take shelter 
under its cannon, Nothing could 
withstand their impetuosity, and 
they were within a few hours march ~ 

to Francfort, when intelligence ars. 
rived of the preliminaries of peace 

being signéd. This, of course, 

stopped their progress, and put an 

end to all farther hostilities. 

The opening of the campaign, 
upon the Rhine, in this brilliant 
manner, on the part of France, was 
an additional motive for Austria 
to acquiesce, the more willingly, 
in the suspension of arms, that: 
freed it from the apprehensions 
justly entertained from Buonaparte, 
The councils of Vienna were now 
taken up.in the devising ofgmeans 
to render the issue of thef nego- 


-ciations, for the definitive settle- 


ment of affairs, less hurtful to the 
interests of Austria than appear- 
ances seemed to threaten they must — 
finally prove. 

‘The French had now compassed. 
that object, which they long bad in 
view, to treat with Austria separately 
from England. ‘Those who con 
ducted the negociations, on the part 
of Austria, were conscious how soli- ; 
citousthey were to conclude a peace, 
without the accession of England te 
such a treaty. On this ground they 
well knew that France would relax 
in many points, in order'to bring © 
matters to.a speedy decision, lest, 
by throwing some unseasonable dif- ” 
ficulty in the way, the negociae 
tions might be retarded, and an 

opportunity 
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rtunity given to England, to 
antetfere therein, as a party con- 
ted. It was by observing this 
policy that France had broken the 
coalition, and induced its respective 
_' members to negociate apart. The 
fact was, that England, being the 
Bove at which its “yesentment was 
iefly pointed, and of which it 

_ sought mast eagerly the depression, 
it would readily concede much to 
~ those of whom it principally de- 
ied to dissolve the connection with 
eles Actuated by this motive, 
the French goverhment, though de- 
termined to keep possession of Bel- 
cae was far from averse to make 
- an adequate compensation to Aus- 
tria for the loss of so valueble a 
part. of i its dominions, provided the 
country, ‘to be given as an indem- 
nity, sould not become the means 
of renewing this connection. The 
low countries, by their proximity to 


Great Britain, were a natural and. 


powerful ‘cause of an union of 
interests between that power and the 
house of Austria, through the com- 
Mercial adyantages, resulting from 
them to the former, and the facility 
‘with which the latter could derive 


_ the Most essential assistance against 


tae from its most formidable 
Tival. The hope and prospect of 
terminating a connection, so dan- 
gerous to them, were now in the 
contemplation of the French. To 
‘secure so desirable an end was a 
joint of too much consequence, to 
Tefuse the grant of such conditions 
as might enable them, at once, to 
obtain i it without further difficulty, 
‘or contest, and possibly as much to 
‘the satisfaction of those to whom 
they granted them as to their own, 
‘especially asthe power they were 
ow treating with was notoriously 
Misposed to make any sacrifice that 
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might conduce to indemnify him 
for his losses, at whatsoever cost the 
indemnification was to be purchased,. 
whether an enemy, or a friend. 

It was on this disposition the 
French seemed to place their ex- 


‘pectation of framing a treaty which 


would | satisfy both parties ; nor 
did they shew any backwardness 
to make the like sacrifices on their 
own part. ‘The political structure 
of Europe was now founded on a 
systemof compensations and equiva 
lent reciprocities. Modern statesmen 
and politicians, have deviated from 
the principles of morality and Teli- 
gion, the solid and dignified basis 
on which the law of ‘nations was 
originally founded, and introduced 
a- superseding principle, called the 
law of political necessity, by which 
rapine is ‘made to justify rapine, 
and a system of progressive injustité 
established, on agrand scale, among 
the rulers of nations.” It is” this 
that has divided Poland; this that 
threatens the division, not only of 
the Turkish empire, but of many 
Christian countries in Europe ; and 
this, it may be added, that forms 
the best apology for all attémpts to 
form popular governments. ’ 

The republic of Venice had long 
viewed with dissatisfaction the vic- 
torious progress of the French, in 
Italy. Like the other natives of 
that country, the Venetians har- 
boured a dislike of the Fretich, 
Difference af character and man-= 
ners rendered these two nations res 
markably averse to each other. But 


~ the political antipathy of the Vene= 


tians was still greater than their’ na- 
tional dislike. The conquests of the 
French had rendered them the 
arbiters of the fate of all Italy. » 
The former importance of the sove= 
reignty and states of that country 
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had totally disappeared, and they 
alone gave the law. This was a 
situation peculiarly mortifying to a 
state that stood upon a footing of 
equality, at least, with any other in 
Italy; andof superiority to most, 
The house of Austria, though at all 
times formidable, had never been 
an object of much terror to Venice, 
not even when it united Spain and 
Germany in the same family inte- 
rests, and was, at the same time, in 
possession of the major part of Italy. 
But the turbulentand restless dispo- 
sition of the French, and their pro- 
pensify to introduce innovations 
every where, alarmed the senate 
of Venice to such a degree, that, 
knowing bow much the form of 
their government was, repugnant to 
the principles of the French, they 
doubted not the readiness of these 
to seize the first opportunity of 
overturning it. Full of this con- 
viction, they waited with anxiety 
for achange of fortune in favour of 
the Austrians, whose neighbourhood 
they had long experienced to be 
much less dangerous than that of 
the French. In the mean time, they 
rendered many good offices to, the 
former, aud clearly manifested a 
partiality to them,- which did not 
escape the notice of Buonaparte, 
who gave sufficient indications that 
he would remember it in due time. 
Hoping, however, that the extraor- 
dinary success,. which had hitherto 
attended him, acuta not last, they 
still continued to befriend them, by 
every clandestine service in their 
power. ; The resentment of the 
French’ was at last kindled, and 
their, seizure of Pergamo, in which 
‘prowince an insurrection, already 
broken out against the French, was 
the first. signal of their intentions 
jfowards Venice. Its complaints of 
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their violation of its territory were 
answered with reproaches of the 
paitial conduct of the Venetian 
senate towards the Imperialists. 
Every day produced fresh occasions 
of discontent on eaeh side; and it 
was easy to foresee that their recipro- 
cal enmity would finally terminate 
in acts of violence. 
Thus matters stood when the fifth 
army of Austria was forced to leave 
the territories of Venice, and take 
refuge in the hereditary states. As 
soon as. the French had penetrated 
into these, in pursuit of the Austri- 
ans, and were engaged in the de- 
files and difficuit passages in those 
mountainous countries, the Vene- 
tians began to look upon them as in- 
tangled in straits, from which they 
would not easily extricate them- 
selves, and where, from their local 
advantages, the Imperialists would 
probably oppose them with suc- 
cess, The French were now ata 
considerable distance from Italy, 
and the smal] number of their troops 
remaining there, many of them, sick 
and wounded in hospitals, were in- 


capable of resistance, and might 


with facility be overpowered. 
News, at the same time,, had ar- 
rived of general Laudohn’s progress 
in the Tyrol, which had been attend- 
ed with some slight advantages over 
the French, and also of general Al- 
vinzi’s march into Italy, by Carniola, 
in the rear of Buonaparte’s army. 
A report was universally circulated, 
that the French were on the point 
of laying down their arms, and that 


nothing was wanting, to render- 


victory over them complete, but a 
geveral movement and co- operation 
on the part of the loyal | subjects 
of the Venetian government. An 
opportunity now offered to inter- 
cept the communication between 
Buv- 


Buonaparte and his posts in Italy. 
_ For this purpose forty thousand of 
the Venetian peasantry were armed, 
and embodied with ten regiments 
of Sclavonians. They were posted 
on all the roads, and the couriers 
‘and convoys to the French army 
_ were stopped every where. 
In the mean time, the hatred of 
the Venetians burst forth in the 
_ most outrageous manner. Those 
among them, who had behaved 
~ kindly to the French, were tteated 
_ as enemies to the state, and put 
_ under arrest ; and none but their de- 
_ clared adversaries entrusted with 
_ any authority. In all places of pub- 
lic resort, the French were insulted 
and reviled in the grossest terms. 
They were expelled from the city 
of Venice, and at Padua, Vicenza, 
and Verona, the inhabitants were 
ordered to take up arms against 
_.them. The officers of the Venetian 
_ military openly boasted, that the 
tion of St. Mark would verify the 
proverb, that Italy was the tomb of 
the French. The clergy inveighed 
against them in the pulpit, and the 
press teemed with publications to 
defame them. What brought these 
proceedings home to the govern- 
ment was, the notoriety that neither 
priests nor printers in Venice dared 
to preach or publish any thing not 
strictly conformable to the will and 
_ pleasure of the senate. 

But these were only preludes to 
the outrages that followed. On the 
_ roads, from Mantua to Legnano, 

and from Cassano to Verona, up- 
wards of two hundred French were 
_ assassinated. ‘Two battalions, on 
_, their march to join the army under 
* Buonaparte, were opposed by the 
_ Venetian troops, throngh whom 
| they were obliged to fight their 
§ y 8 & 
: ay There were two other en- 
Wahu 


, 


REISE 


ORR int 


J 
ee 


HISTORY OF.EU ROPE. 


[4] 


counters of the like nature. , At 
Verona a plot was laid to murder 
all the Frenchin that city. It was 
carried into execution on the Tues- 
day after Easter. . None were 
spared, not even those that lay sick 
in the hospitals. More than four 
hundred Frenchmen perished on 
this occasion. Those who garrisoned 
the three castles of that ‘city were 
besieged by the Venetian army 
till they were liberated by a body 
of their countrymen, who routed 
the . Venetians, and made three 
thousand of them prisoners, among 
whom were several of their generals. 
At sea, the Venetians took openly 
the Austrian vessels under their pro- 
tection, and. fired at the French 
ships in pursuit of them. At Ve- 
nice itself a republican vessel was 
sunk, by express order of the se- 
nate, and the commander and crew 
slauchtered, 

Such were the accounts published 
by the French. They were made 
the subject of a manifesto, issued 
by Buonaparte, on the third of 
May.. Herein he directed the 
French resident at Venice to quit 
that city, and ordered the agents of 
the Venetian republic in Lombardy, 
and in its provinces on the main 
land, to. leave them in twenty-four 
hours. He commanded his officers 
and troops to treat those of Venice 
as enemies, and to pull down, in 
every town, the Licn of St. Mark, 
the arms of the Venetian republic. 

In consequence of this mani- 
festo, the French troops over-ras 
and subjugated, in a few days, all 
the Venetian dominions. Tie Ve- 
ronese, whose behaviour to the 
French had been remarkably atre- 
cious, were condemned to an ex- 
emplary punishment. Some thou- 
sands of the peasants, who at- 

tempted 
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‘tempted to oppose the French, were 
put to thé sword, and obliged to 
consult their safety in flight. The 
Sclavonians, who had come to their 
assistance, were routed, and fled to 
a fort, filled with their powder and 
ammunition: but it was blown up 
by the cannon of the French, and 
they were all destroyed. Another 
engagement took place before the 
wails of Verona, and the Venetians 
fought with great fury; but they 
were defeated with vast slaughter, 
and the place compelled to sur- 
render. 

The Venetian senate, despairing 
of being able’to make any effectual 
resistance, formally submitted to the 


French commander, and consented | 


to deliver up those persons who had 
been instrumental in the atrocities 
of which the l'rench complained. 
On the sixteenth of May, the French 
took possession of the city of Ve- 
nice, where.a provisional govern- 
ment was established on the repub- 
lican plan. The press was declared 
free, persons and . property secure, 
and religion left on its present 
footing. The only seizures, made 
in the name of the French govern- 
ment, were of the: arsenal and its 
contents, with the shipping that 
belonged to the state. 

Thus fell, after a splendid exist- 
ence of fourteen centuries, the 
celebrated republic of Venice. No 
modern state had risen, from such 
smal] beginnings, to a situation of 
equal prosperity. It was with sin- 
cere regret that every nation in 
Europe beheld its fall, ‘The ce- 
lebrity it had long enjoyed, on a 
_ ma@ltiplicity of accounts, interested 
people in its preservation. With- 
out enquiving how far the French 
could claim a right to doom it so 
unmercifully to destruction, they 


only considered that it hed subsist- 
ed with honour to the present pe- 
riod, and had maiptained its repus 


Aation unimpaired amidst a variety 


of dangers and trials, that had re- 
duced it sometimes to the last ex~ 
tremity. 
with concern the fatal hour arrive, 


‘that was to deprive it of the place 


it had so long and so reputably held 
among the powers of Europe. 


There was another republic, the” 


rulers of which had grievously of- 
fended the French, by the partiality 
they had shewn to the Imperial in- 
terest. This was Genoa, where the 
nobility exercised the supreme sway, 
and were justly apprehensive that 
the French, if successful, would de- 
stroy the aristocracy, and erect a 
government intirely democratical. 
They opposed, from that motive, the 
projects of the French, by every 
clandestine impediment they could 


~ throw in their way; but the torrent 


of that irresistible fortune, whieh 


\ 


The political world saw | 


attended the arms of France, over= | 


whelmed them, in common with.all 
the rest of Italy. After the revolu- 
tion at Venice, the French proceed- 
ed immediately to introduce another 
at Genoa. The majority of the peo- 
ple here were desirous of a popular 
government. Feudshad, of course, 
arisen between them and the parti- 
zans of the nobility. A desperate 
fray took place between both par- 
ties, shortly after the signing of the 
preliminaries between the emperor 


and the French. Elated by this 


event, the republican party raised 
a violent commotion in the city, 
and proceeded to open force, in 
support of their pretensions: but 
numbers of them were killed, and 
the insurrection was suppressed. As 
their principal leaders had fallen, 
iheir projects were considered as at 

an 


an end, and they were treated with 
excessive severity. Determined, 
“however, not to yield, they applied 
“to Buonaparte for his protection, 
against their antagonists. “This was 
‘seadily granted, and the French 
‘having taken possession of the city, 
the enemies to the aristocracy could 
‘no longer, with safety, be opposed. 
It was intimated to the Genoese 
nobles, that, after the expuision of 
the Austrians from Italy, and the 
submission of all the principal pow- 
‘ers in that country to the dictates 
of France, it wete the height of 
‘temerity in them,’ to continue a re- 
sistance to the general will of their 
“fellow-citizens. They yielded pru- 
dently in time, and agreed to the 
establishment of a commonwealth, 
_ ‘on the principle of a perfect equali- 
~ ty of rank and privileges among all 
the classes of society. The F rench 
system of legislation tool place in 
every respect ; and the territory of 
1 Genoa was ‘distributed into. com. 
_ Munes and municipalities, in imi- 
_ tation of France. The discretion 
~ of Buonaparte, upon this occasion, 
“was remarkable in two material 
“instances. He provided for the 
“security of all persons, by an act of 
amnesty ; and for the maintenance 
is religion, by leaving tt to the 
‘protection’ of the Jaws instituted 
or its support. 
ae for Genoa, that it waa 
Situated at a distance from the do- 
‘mains of Austria. Had this republic, 
* ‘like Venice, been seated in the neigh- 
“bourhood of that ambitious ree 
At might also have partaken of 
i similar destiny: It had offended in 
i the same manner, thou‘zh not to the 
' “same extent, and might have been 
b. crificed, with as little scruple, to 
€ conveniency of ae ie ar= 
_ “yangements, 


_— > 
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It was happy - 
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In the course of the negotiations 
for peace, which were’ studiously 


‘prolonged on the part of Austria, 


and far from accelerated on that of 
France, both parties seemed to have 
forgotten their animosity, and to 
concur in the means of settling their 
contest, at the expence of others. 
Exchanges of territory were pro- 
posed, and acceded to, with that 
remorseless indifference, which cha- 
racterises despotic princes, transe 
ferringe to each other their subjects, 
hike cattle; without consulting any 
other title to act in this manner than 
the incapacity of the helpless people 
thus treated, to vindicate the rights 
of human nature, and to resist such 
arbitrary usage. 

It was in virtue of such principles 
that a cession of part of the Vene- 
tian territories was mentioned in 
the very outset of the treaty, for 
which Venice was to be indemnified 
out of the pope’s dominions, newly 
republicanized. Here at once was 
a ‘total dereliction of those maxims, 
on which the French chiefly founded 


“the superiority of their system: 2 


scrupulous regard for the dignity of 
man, and 4 referencé to his ‘will 
and consent, in’ whatever he was 
concerned. The partition alluded 
to did not indeed take place, as 
Venice was docmed to. far worse 
treatment : but the principle, to the 
shame of the French, was clearly 
adinitted. 

The’French commander was too 
jealous° of his own character ‘to 
undergo the reproach, of suffering 
the noble republic he had found- 
ed to be destroyed at its very 
birth ; and it .is not to’be doubted, 
whether we contemplate the prece- 
dent or subsequent conduct‘of Buo- 
naparte, ‘that he would «not ‘have 
suffered this, no more than: certain 

ether 
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other acts of oppression, had he pos- 
sessed the means of acting uniformly 
on his own principles. 
indeed, have abstained, from acting 
at all; but hampered as he was, 
by the directory, he could not unite 
‘a strict adherence to his princip!:s 
with his views of ambition. He 
displayed the utmost solicitude in 
consolidating it, in such a manner, 
that nostate, or sovereignty, in Italy, 
should exceed it in strength and im- 
portance. To this purpose, the 
confederations formed between the 
cities of Bologna, Ferrara, Modena, 
and Reggio, and the provinces, 
comprised under the name of Lome 
bardy, were converted into a single 
republic. The different arrange- 
ments that were made, to render 
their incorporation firm and durable, 
were due to the sagacity and la- 
borious exertions of Buonaparte, 
. who spared no pains to afford every 
reason, to the people of these coun- 
tries, to préfer their present to their 
former condition ;, and to be con- 
vinced, that they had made an ad- 
vantageous change in their circum- 
stances, by assuming the govern- 
ment into their own hands, instead 
of leaving it to the uncontroled 
exercise of absolute and arbitrary 
masters. 

In the mean time, events were 
taking place, that fully demonstrated 
a connivauce, on the pait of the 
French, at the endeavours. of the 
court of Vienna, to seek an in- 
demnification for its loss of territo- 
ries in those of the Venetians. It 
had been a current opinion, at tlie 
opening of the conferences for 
peace, that large portions of the 
Venetian territories, on the main 
land, would be made. over to the 
emperor, as compensations for what 
had been wrested from him in the 
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Netherlands and Italy. Conform- 
ably to the general expectation, it 
was not long before thes2 surmises , 
received ample confirmation, The 
range of coast, along the province 
of Daimatia, had, ever since the 
downfal of Venice, excited a new 
species of ambition in the cauncils 
of Austria; that of increasing its 
naval strength, and succeeding ‘to 
Venice in the dominion of the 
Adriatic. The idea of sharing in 
the spoils of an unfortunate friend, 
whose calamities arose, in a great 
measure, from an neeaenoht eX- 
ercise of its good will, was odious 
to all those who did not think that 
politicians had a right tg exclude 
moral justice from their transactions, 
But the policy of the house of Aus- 
tria had long convinced those that 
attended to it, how feeble a bar all 
sentiments of this nature would 
prove, as in truth they had always 
roved, whenever fortune laid bee 
ae it opportunities of aggrandize- 
ment. Pursuant to the long-standing 
maxims of its conduct, the court of 
Vienna availed itself of the secret 
permission, either formally obtained, 
or indirectly given by the agents 
of France, to make an irruption 
into the province of Istria, a depen= 
dency of Vienna, and reduce it to 
iis own subjection, This happened 
in the month of June. The reasons 
set forth in the proclamation, that 
accompanied the entrance of the 
Austrian troops into that province, 
were, that a revolutionary spirit had 
manifested itself in the Vehetidh 
territories, which threatened to exe 
tend itself to the neighbouring coun- 
tries. In order therefore to secure 
himself from the pernicious conse- 
quences which this might produce, 
the emperor had thoughtit necessary 
to take possession of that age 
» TOR Gl 
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for the preservation of tranquillity. 
He alleged, at the same time, the 
ancient rights of his famil; to Vene- 
tian Istria, as formerly making part 
of the Kingdom of Hungary. Se 
veral provinces, in the dependency 
of Venice, having withdrawn them- 
selves from it, he conceive! this to 
be a fit opportunity ,to assert those 
rights. This proclamation was dated 
the twenty-first of June. By this 
time, the conditions of the peace in 
agitation were well understood, by 
the French and Austrian negocia + 


_ tors: more than two months had 


been consumed in adjusting them, 
and enough had transpired to inform 
the public, that both parties con- 
curred; in dividing, between them, 
the spoils of the Venetian republic. 
Tt was not, however, till October, 
that a definitive conclusion of this 
treaty took place. Buonaparte had 
now compleated the s.ttlement of 


" every point, relating to the new 


founded republic, and to that of 


_ Genoa, now denominated Liguria, 


conformably to the disposition pre- 
vailing among the revolutionists, of 
reviving the ancient names of coun- 
tries and nations. . He returned to 
Udina, where he found the confe- 
rences not yet terminated, notwith- 
standing that he had left them, on 


his departure, in a state (at pro- 


mised.a more expeditious progress, 
as the terms of pacification were 
mutually acceded to; and as the 
only causes of farther delay, were 
_the endeavours of the Imperial 


i “court to procure the addition of 


. 


some favourable clauses, he deter- 


_ mined that no farther prolongation 
_ should be allowed for such pur- 


. 
# 


_ poses. 


He signified to the plenipo- 
tentiaries of that court, that a 
speedy termination of matters was 
necessary, and would no longer be 


* 
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deferred. They knew the decisive. 
ness of his temper, and complied 
in consequencewith his requisition. 
The treaty of peace between France 
and Austria was accordingly sign 
ed, on the seventeenth of October, 
1797, at Campo- For mio, a village 
in the vicinity o1 Udina, by Buona- 
parte, for the French republic, and 
by the marquis De G Ilo, count 
Cobentzel, count Demeerfred’, and 
baron Dagelman, the Imperial pleni- 
potentiaries. They were men of 
abilities, and had certainly exerted 
them in the course of these nego. 
ciations, as: appeared by the ad- 
vantages they obtained for Austria, 
fotwithstanding the state’ of de- 
pression to which it had been re~ 
duced. 

By this celebrated treaty, the eme 
peror ceded, in full sovereignty, to | 
the French republic, the whole of 
the Austrian Netherlands, and ccn- 
sented to their remaining in posses- 
sion of the Venetian islands.of Corfu, 
Zante, Caphalonia, and of all their 
other isles in the Adriatic, together 
with their settlements in Albania, 
situated to the south-east of the 
Gulph of Lodrino. He ackngwe 
ledged.the republic newly con- 
stituted under the name of Cisal- 
pine, to be an independent state. 
He ceded to it the sovereignty of 
the countries that. had. belonged to 
Austria in Lombardy, and assented 
to it possessing the cities and terri- 
tories of Bergamo, Brescia, and 
others, late in the dependence of 
Venice, together with the duchies 
of Mantua and Modena, the prin- 
cipalities of Massa aind Carrara, and 
the cities and territories of Bologna, 
Ferrara, and Romagna, lately be- 
longing to the pope. 

‘Tbe cessions of the French re- 
public to the PmpEME, were Istria, 
Dal- 
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Dalmatia, with all the Venetian 
islands in the Adriatic, lying t the 
north-west of the Galphof Lodnio, 
_the city of Venice, with a large 
portion qf the dominions of that 
republic, chiefly those lying between 
the Tyrol, the Lake of Guarda, and 
the Adriatic. 

Tt was stipulated, between the 
contracting parties, that no indivi- 
dual, in thé countries occupied by 
the French or Austrians; should 
be prosecuted for his opinions or 
conduct during the war between 
them. 

The duke of Modena was to re- 
ceive, as an indemnification for the 
loss of his duchy, the province of 
Brisgaw, in the proximity of the 
Rhine. 


A-econgress should be held, at ° 


Rastadt, consisting of plenipoten- 
tiaries' from France and the em- 
pire, for the negociating of a 
peace, 

The ceremonial and etiquette 
between Austria and France should 
remain. as in times past, and the 
Cisalpiue republic should be placed 
on the same footing, in this respect, 
as the late republic of Venice. 

The provisions of this treaty ex- 
tended, as far as they were applica- 
ble, to the commonwealth of Bata- 
“wia. 

In order to ascertain the neutrality 
to be observed, with regard to the 
‘belligerent powers, it was recipro- 

cally agreed, that u6assistance or 
protection of any kind should be gi- 
ven fo the enemies of either of the 
contracting parties, andthat not more 
than six of theirships of war, at one 
time, should be permitted to enter 
~ the Austrian’or French harbours, 
during the present war. 

Such were the principal articles 
of the treaty of Campo-Formio. 
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Vhe countries given to the house 
of Austria; to courterba ance the 2e- 
quisitions of Fraxce in the Nether- 
lands, were allowed to be an equi- 
valent bevond what’ it could ‘have 
justly expec.ed, considering the de- 
hilitated condition to which it had 
been brought, by the arms of the 
Freneh vepubhe, and the inveteracy: 
expressed upon all occasions against! 
it by the court of Vienna and its 
adherents. 

But there were other articles in’ 
this treaty, deemed of an unosten- 
sible natwré, in the actual situation 
of Europe, especially of the Ger= 
man empire, with the princes and 
states of which both France and 
Austria seemed equally inclined to 
act with more freedom, than they 
were conscious would be justifiable, © 
or approved of by those whom: their 
designs were to affect. 

By t this secret convention the em- 
peror engaged to pe eeee that the 
Rhine should, conformably to the 
desire of- te republic, be the 
boundary between France and Ger- 
many, and to use his mediation for 
the procuring of the like consent, 
on the part of the states and princes 
of theempire. Were they to refuse 
their assent, he agreed to furnish no 
more than his bare contingent of 
troops,” in ease hostilities resulted 
from this refusal. The French, in 
return, were to exert their influence 
in procuring the cession of Saltz 
burgh, with some considerable dis- 
tricts in Bavaria, to the emperor. 
For every acquisition made by 
Franee in the empire, it was sti- 
pulated that he should receive any 
equivalent: and for every one that 
he made, France should receive 
another in like manner. The re- 
public, in order to induce the assent 
of the king of Prussia to these ar- 
rangements, 
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rangements, restored his dominions 
on the left bank of the Rhine, and 
allowed a territorial indemnifica- 
tion to be given to the Stadtholder, 
provided it were not in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Batavian republic. 
To this the emperor also consented, 
on condition it were not in the vi- 
_cinity of hisown dominions: care- 
- fully stipulating, at the same time, 
_ that Prussia should make no new 
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promised to concur, jointly with 
France, in soliciting the diet of the 
empire to give up its feudal sove- 
reignty over those districts. He 
farther agreed to act in concert 
with the republic, in order to ob- 
tain the consent of the empire, that 
the three ecclesiastical electors, and 
the other princes of the empire, who 
suffered any loss of territory, either 
in consequence of this convention, 
or of the pacification to be concluded 
hereafter between France and the 
empire, should be proportionably in- 
demnified in Germany, 


CHAP. 
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Principle or Spirit of the Treaty of Campo-Formio.—Strictures thereon.— 
Exultation of the French,—Parties in France-—Their mutual Albhor- 
rence of cach other.—Their Reciprocal Animosity, influenced by new 
Jealousies and Apprehensions.— Conspiracy of Loyalists discovered.— 
Address of Lewis, called by the Royalists the XVIJI.—<And_ resolute 
Exertions of his Party throughout France.— Decree, olliging the Public 
Functionaries to swear Hatred to Royalty.— Return of new Members to 
the French Republican Legislature.—French Troops sent to St. Domin- 
go.— Excessive Profusion of the French Executive Government.—Frauds 
and Collusions} detrimental to the Pullic Revenue.—Enormous Encrease 
of the Public Debt.—Various Mismanagements.—Strictures of many 
Members of both Councils, and others, on the Continuance of War and 
Extension of Conquests.—The Lenity and Moderation of this Party, in 
Favour of Peace, encourages Attempts in Favour of Peaceable Loyalists. 
—Severe Decrees against this Class of Loyalists, new-modelled and miti« 


gated, 


HE secrecy with which the 

contents of this treaty were 
concealed from the public, suffi- 
ciently prved how conscious the 
contracting powers were of the 
dissatisfaction they would excite 
when they came to be known. The 
disrespectful, and it may be said, 
the arbitrary manner in which they 
disposed of the interests and destiny 
of so many princes, who, though 
inferior to them in power, siill 
were independent sovereigns, plain- 
ly shewed their total disregard for 
all that were not able to command 
it. Their considerations seemed 
wholly confined to themselves. 
Equity and decorum were entirely 
laid aside in this clandestine ar- 
rangement of their reciprocal con- 
cerns, or at best mot farther con- 
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sulted than suited their convenien- 
cy. 

Of all the sacrifices that were 
made to that selfish and ambi- 
tious spirit, which dictated this pri- 
vate convention, the destruction of 
Venice gave most offence, as well 
as surprize, to all the people in 
Europe. So harda destiny was ex- 
pected neither by the Venetians}, 
nor others. They had been orga~ 
nized, conformably to the demo- 
cratical system, and the majority 
of thé inhabitants, throughout the 
dominions of Venice, were firmly 
attached _ to republican _ princi- 
ples. The Freach plan of govern. 
ment having, at the period of their 
submission, been settled and ac- 
quiesced in with the evident satis 
faction of all classes, but that o 

the 


the nobles, many of whom “were 
not averse to it, the public ima- 
gined that the only change in the 
_. State of Venice, would be from an 
aristocratic to a democratical re- 
public. ‘This alteration had also 
Bees introduced as a punishment 
‘en the nobles, who alone were 
represented as inimical to the 
_ French, the commonalty being re- 
_ puted warmly devoted to them. By 
the terms of the treaty between 
_ Venice and the French, and which 
& these agreed punctually to fulfil, 
' though all its possessions were ceded 
tothe French, yet part of them 
were to be restored on the final set 
_ tlement of affairs in Italy. . A large 
sum of money, no lesss than eighty 
millions of livres, had at the same 
lime been paid to them, by way 
_@f atonement and compensation. 
"These various circumstances | in- 
duced the public to expect,that con- 
tent with the transforming of Ve+ 
nice from a lordship, as it was 
' styled, to apopular state the French 
- would have left it in that condition, 
_ which would have placed it on the 
_ same footing as the Cisalpine and 
Ligurian republics. ‘This too was 
| considered, by some very shrewd 
} politicians, asthe surest method of 
} preserving Italy from the yoke of 
Austria, as those three republics 
} would in all likelihood unite for their 
_ common defence. against the _ ate 
| tempts of that dangerous neigh- 
| bour to recover his former domains. 
But all these. expectations were at 
ace frustrated, by the cession uot 
| only of-several of the provinces of 
Venice, but of the very capital of 
hat ancient state, to the house of 
ustria. This, in fact, was to 
mnihilate all hopes that Venice 
uld ever again resume its station 
the political system ef Euvope : 
Vor. XSXIX, 
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experience having long proved, that 
every country, that fell into the pos- 
session of that family, had never 
recovered its primitive situation, 
but through the most violent strug- 
gles, and the most extraordinary 
and unexpected events. 

The friends to liberty had be- 
held, with marked satisfaction, the 
abolition of the Venetian senate, 
and especially of the council of ten, 
and of the inquisition of state. The 
election of fifty individuals, by the 
suftrages of the community, with 
six commissaries nominated by 
Buonaparte, had been greatly ap- 
proved of, as a very fair and equit- 
able government. As it had con- 
tinued several months, and been 
exercised with moderation, an idea 
had naturally prevailed, that it 
would have remained unaltered, 
and the inhabitants enjoyed their 
new acquired freedom. It was 
therefore, with ‘deep regret and in- 
dignation, that these found, that 
they were to be stripped of what 
they began toconsider as their con- 
stitutional rights, and delivered over 
te the dominionof Austria : a power 
of which they well knew the des- 
potic maxims, and dreaded to be- 
come the subjects more than ever ; 
since the introduction among them 
of French principles and regula- 
tions. “Vhecommonalty, which felt 
a particular partiality to these, bit- 
terly complained, that they should 
have experienced them to no other 
purpose, than to grieve for their Joss 
when subjected to the severity of 
the Austrian government, 

Thus ended, for the present, the 
contest between France and Austria, 
to the great satisfaction of the peo- 
ple of both countries. In France, 
the exultation was boundless. . In 
imitation of the precedents of fore 

[E} mer 


50 | 


mer times, the reign of Lewis the 
XIV. particularly, caleulations of 
the number of victories and trophies 
won. by the French armies. were 
pompously distributed to all the 
members and departments of go- 
vernment, and published with much 
splendour and solemnity in all parts 
of the republic. In these it was 
stated, that the French had been 
victorious in two hundred and sixty 
engagements, thirty of them pitched 
battles. Of theirenemies upwards 
of one hundred and fifty thousand 
had been slain, and near two hun- 
dred thousand made prisoners. A- 
bout eight thousand pieces of can- 
non had been taken, and one hun- 
dred and eighty thousand muskets. 
These atchievements had taken 
place within the space of three years 
and a_half, commencing with Sep- 
tember, 1793, andending with Fe- 
bruary, 1797. Since which, upwards 
of twenty thousand more of the 
Austrians had either been killed or 
taken during the hostilities that pre- 
- Ceded the armistice, and prelimina- 
Ty pacification, concluded in April 
following, between France and the 
emperor. 

While the arms of France were 
obtaining so many successes abroad, 
the internal peace of that country 
Was continually shaken, by the ir- 
reconcileable disposition of those 
who opposed the present constitu- 
tion.. Stung with resentment at 
the many disappointments they had 
experienced in their efforts toover- 
turn it, these, instead of relaxing, 
had rather encreased their resolu- 
tion to persevere, and fall in the at- 
tempt, shouldsuchafateattend them, 
than desist from what they looked 
upon as equally apeint of honourand 
of duty. 
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Such still continued to be the cha- 
racter of that resolute party which 
opposed the republic, and was deter- 
mined, at all hazards, to labour for 
its destruction, and the restoration 
of monarchy. These two objects 
were incessantly intheir contempla- 
tion. The blood that had been so pro- 


~ fusely andvainly shedfortheir accom- 


plishment was considered only a just 
and necessary tribute, which every 
loyal subject should hold himself 
under the most conscientious obliga- 
tion to pay; when summoned to do 
it by those who bore the Jawfnl com~- 
mission of thesovereign, and when- 
ever any prospect appeared of act- 
ing to advantage in his service. 

These principles were strongly 
current among large numbers in 
every part of France. The persecu- 
tion and sufferings which those, who 
professed them, were liable to un- 
dergo, did not seem to make much 
impression upon them: undeterred 
by the vigilance, with which their 
motions were watched, they acted 
together with a concert and bold- 
ness that exposed them to perpetual 
detection. Butsuch was their cou-. 
rage and firmness, that they took 
little or no care to conceal their 
principles. Their conduct, in fact, 
bordered on temerity, their zeal be- 
ing such as to overleap all the bounds 
of discretion, and to set their op- 
pressors at defiance. 

Among men of this description 
it was not diftlicult to find agents, 
as well as adherents, by those stre- 
nuous friends to royalty, who still 
abounded in France: the’staunch 
republicans dreading the effects of 
this unconquerable antipathy to 
their cause, and alarmed by the 
freqvent intelligence of threatened 
insurrections, contracting on their 

side 


’ 


‘de a rancour against the royalists, 
and a thirst of revenge that induced 
them to pry into all their actions, 
_ with a suspicion that fell upon the 
most innocent, and that sought for 
_ pilots and machinations against the 
: established order of things, in the 
commonest intercourse between 
- those individuals, who were either 
known or suspected to incline to 
- what was termed royalism. 
___This being the relative situation of 
the partizans of the commohwealth 
and the monarchy, it was natural 
_ that, they should hold each other 
in abhorrence. Those of the re- 
_ publican party, who favoured mo- 
_ derate measures, and who, though 
- true to, their own side, were dis- 
posed to treat their antagonists with 
_ Tenity, ineurred, on many occasions, 
_ the imputation of being unsteady in 
‘ey tic principles: and ‘yet, the only 
_ charge that could be brought against 
them was, that of endeavouring to 
mitigate the spirit of enmity that 
pted men to unnecessary acts 
“severity, and to persuade them 
o rest contented with those pre- 
autions that deprived their adver- 
aries of the means of executing 
their inimical intentions, without 
unishing them merely for enter- 


at ‘ 


The nation was deeply involved 
in this conflict of repugnant ideas 
and interests, when new jealousies 
and apprehensions arose, to add 
resh fuel to the flame of reciprocal 
animosity. On the twelfth of Plu- 
jose, (Januarythe thirty-first, 1797) 
the directory informed the council 
of five hundred, that a conspiracy 
iad “been carried on against the 
public, by the emissaries of the 
ate. king’s brother, styling him- 
elf king of France, and that four 
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faining sentiments contrary to their | 


ville Harnois, formerly belonging 


[51 
Belpee principal conspirators had 
been arrested. 

According to the report of the 
minister of police, there had been 
for a considerable time, persons in 
Paris, commissioned by that prince, 
to correspond with his partizans in 
all the departments, and to or- 


ganize the plan of an insurrection. 


After preparing their own people, 
they next ventured to make appli- 
cation to some officers in the repub= 
lican army,, in‘ hope of bringing 
them over to ‘their party. Ramel, 

commander of the guards, attending 
the directory, was tampered with, 

as was also’ Malo, the commanding 
officer of a regiment of dragoons. 
They both feigned an approbation 
of the proposals made to them ; but 
informed the minister of the police 
of the business in agitation. A place 
was appointed where he might 
over-hear the discourse between 
these officers and the royal com- 
missioners. Thither he repaired, and 
they disclosed, in his hearing, the 
whole plan of the conspiracy, pro- 
ducing, at the same time, their 
powers, and the papers relating to 
it. They were immediately seized, 
by his orders. Their names were 
Duverne, Duprale, known also by 
the name of Dunant, and who ac- 
knowledged upon examination, that 
he had assumed several others ; La- 


to the court of the late king; Bro- 
thier, who appeared, by papers found: 
upon him, to be in the confidence 
of Lewis XVIII.; and a. person 
called bayon Poly. .They were ac- 
cused of having endeavoured to se~ 
duce the above-mentioned officers 
into a censpiracy against the repube » 
lic, in which they were to be ase 


sisted by England, Had their de 


sign succeeded, and a counter revo- 


lution 


. 
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lution been effected in favour of 
Lewis, deeds of a most atrocious 
nature were to have ensued. That 
princewas, at his restoration, to have 
assumed the mask of clemency, and 
to have issued’an act of oblivion/; 
but this was_to have been declared 
null and void by the parliament, 
after his power had been firmly set- 
tled, and the ancient courts of judi- 
cature re-established: other acts. of 
perfidy were to have accompanied 
thisone. The leading members of 
the present legislature were to have 
been taken into favour, and pro- 
moted: but condemned to punish- 
mient on the firstopportunity, Otlrer 
“frauds and barbarities were men- 
tioned, such as exposing La Fayette 
in an iron cage, and sentencing to 
the gallies the inferior actors in 
the revolution. If the strength of 
the royalists proved insufficient for 
their purposes, the jacobins and ter- 
rorists were to have been resorted 
to, for aid, on plausible pretexts. 
Such were the principal charges 
against the four persons arrested. 
As their answers-did not invalidate 
them, they were ordered, by the 
directory, to be tried before a mi- 
litary tribunal, as falling under 
the accusation of having levied 
forces to be employed against the 
Siate, 

The chief agent among them ap- 
peared to be Dunant. He gave in 
a declaration of the proseedings re- 
lating to this conspiracy, that repre- 
sented it, as well as his agency 
therein, in so remarkable, and, at 
the same time, in so strange and 
perplexed alight, that it excited 
great doubt of his veracity. He 
assumed the character of a man re- 
solved to communicate all the 
transactions to which he was privy, 
and in which he bad been concerned, 


relating to France. He detailed, 
in the minutest manner, the multi-+ 
plicity of intrigues carried on, at- 
home and abroad, against the repub- 
lic, specifying facts and persons’ 
with the most circumstantial accu- 
racy. His object, by making these 
discoveries, was, he said, to frustrate 
the attempts of the enemies to the 
commonwealth, and to enable it the 
more readily to crush them, by be- 
ing forewarned in time. The part. 
that England acted in these transac- 


tions was very particularly describ- \ — 


ed. According to his report, the 
British ministry was at the bottom 
of every design meditated against 
France, and spared no expence to 
forward their execution. Nothing, 
in short, was omitted, on the part’ 
of this ancient rival, to overturn its 
present, and to restore its former 
government. But notwithstanding 
the utility, which the royal cause 
expected te derive from England, » 
the king, he said, meaning Lewis 
XVIII. and his council, had alway 
been of opinion, that the services ¢ 


England were perfidious, and tend- 


ing to no other end than the ruin of 
France. This declaration made. 
much noise at the time, and gave 
occasion to a variety of specula~ 
tions, o 
The detection of this conspiracy 


coinciding with the period immedi- — 


ately preceding the annual change 
of one-third of the legislature, a- 
wakened the suspicions of govern- 
ment, and induced them to imagine 
that their opponents would exercise 


all their influence throughout the — 


nation, to render the ensuing elec-. 
tion of members, to replace those 
that vacated theirseats, unfavourable 
to the views of the present rulers, 
Herein they were not deceived. 
Every Species of opposition, vio- 


lence | 


q 


lence alone excepted, was made, by 
the royal party, in favour of their 
friends. Nor were the republicans 
less earnest in opposing their adver- 
 garies, in the same manner. Reci- 
__ procal accusations of bribery, and 
_ every unfair method of carrying 
elections, were laid to the charge of 
Mg both parties, and they criminated 

each other with all the virulence 
a and animosity of men, who were 
- ~ eagerly seeking for means to effect 
their mutual destruction. 

A. paper, published about this 
time, in the name of Lewis, afforded 
an opportunity to the directory, not 
only of insisting on the reality of 
the recent conspiracy, but of bring- 
ing home, to the royal party, the 
charge of making every ettort to fill 
the legislature with their partizans. 
In this paper, Lewis explicitly ac- 
_ knowledged,) that he had agents in 
panies who were commissioned by 


people to renounce their allegi- 
nce to the republican goverument, 
which he represented as a state of 
anarchy ‘and of despotism, and to 
ietore the ancient monarchy, which 
alone could put an end to the cala- 
 mities that had afflicted France ever 
since it had wanted aking. After 
making solemn promises to rectify 
ll abuses, and to redress all grie- 
ces, conformably to the wish and 
ill of the nation, he directed his 
nts to employ themselves parti- 
eularly in procuring the choice of the 
public, in the approaching renewal 
of its representatives, to fall upon 
his own adherents. In order to ob- 
tain this end, they were to hold out 
. ewards, proportioned to the ser- 
Vices performed, to the military of 
€évery rank, and to every person in 
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to urge every motive to induce 
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to embrace their cause, and to come 
into their measures. 

This address of Lewis to the 
French, which was dated the tenth 
of March, 1797, was accompanied 
by the resolute exertions of his 
party, throughout France. Govern- 
ment was openly attacked, both in 
speech and writing. Every argu- 
ment was: used toasperse and vi- 
lify its members: every report 
and anecdote was circulated, that 
could disparage their character, and 
bring them into contempt. The 
cause of the emigrants was. boldly 
pleaded, and their conduct justi- 
fied. ‘Lhe republic itself was re- 
presented as unstable and fluctu~ 
ating, and the probability of its 
continuance denied. 

But a subject of still greater 
alarm to government, was, that a 
considerable number of the public 
functionaries reftised to take the 
oath of hatred to royalty. Though 
this refusal was grounded on their 
compliance with this injunction 
upon their entering into office, yet, 
their denial to comply with it, at 
the present juncture, could not fail 
to subject them to suspicions of 
enmity to government. 

The directory, against which the 
attacks of opposition were chiefly 
levelled, resolved, on this emergen- 
cy, to apply to the legislature, for 
its aid, in compelling the refractory 
to submit to a regulation, which ald 
the friends to the republic judged 
indispensibly requisite to enable go- 
vernment to distinguish between its 
adherents and opponents. With 
this view, a message was sent by the 
directory to the council of five 
hundred, complaining of the disre- 
spectful and audacious writings 
published against the constitution 

[E 3] and 
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and government, as well as of jthe 
refusal of persons in officé to take 
the oaths required of them, and re~ 
questing, that a law should pass to 
oblige them to comply with this re- 
quisition. 

This message was delivered to 
the council, on the fifteenth of 
March, and the passing of it was 
warmly solicited by thefriends of the 
directory, as peculiarly necessary at 
the present season. The fact was, 
, thar in many parts of France, those 
who had been appointed electors of 
the members of the two councils, 
that composed the legislative body, 
weresecretly royalists, and, ofcourse, 
disinclined to take the oaths admi- 
nistered to them by the republicans, 
as a test of their fidelity to the pre- 
sent constitution. It was particu- 
larly against these, the law now 
proposed was aimec. But it was 
strongly opposed by ‘several of the 
most conspicuous members of the 
council, who rejected it, as unne- 
cessary and injurious to the charac- 
ter of the electors; whose loyalty to 
their country it represented as 
doubtful. They were answered, 
that testimonies of attachment to 
the state ought always to accompany 
official appointments, and that no 


one, who did not harbour sinister: 


designs, would be averse to give 
so easy a proof of his patriotism. 
After violent altercations, it was 
decreed, at last, that every elector, 
previously to his entering upon his 
functions, should formally promise 
attachment and fidelity to the re- 


public,,and to the constitution of 


‘the third year, and pledge himself 
to defend them to the utmost of 
his abilities. 

The enacting of this decree was 
considered, by the republican party, 


1797. 


as no little advantage gained over 
the royalists, who had, for some 
time, been remarkably successful in 
encreasing their strength: - This, 
indeed, was evident, by the returns 
made of new members to’ the legis- 
lature. ~ Among these” was ‘the 
prince of Conti, and some‘of ‘the 
ancient noblésse. Several others 
were elected, whose principles were 
remarkably moderate, and: by some 
thought inclining to royalism. 
Three persons s took their seats-as 
representatives on this océasions who 
had each made a conspicuous figure 
in the republic. 


in the convention, during the time 
of ‘Roberspierre, and for having pre- 
sided at the trial of the unfortunate 
Lewis. 
Jourdan, the first who’ turned the 
tide of fortune in favour of France, 
in the campaign of 1798, by the 
victory of Dunkirk } and’ general 
Pichegru, no less noted’ for his suc 
cesses in Flanders and Holland, the 
ensuing year. Both the laiter were 


admitted to their seats ‘with every | 


token of approbation and respect, 
But the former was rejected, as be-~ 
ing an out-law, and incapable; as 
well as unworthy, of havitg a seat 
in the representation. ‘In the di- 
rectorv, Latourneur went, by lot, 
out of office, and was replaced 
by the celebrated negociator Bar- 
thelemi, whose talents and pers 
sonal character had long’ rendered 
him the favourite of the public, 
which expressed universal  satis- 
faction at his promotion to that 
dignity. 


This partial renovation of the’ ex 


ecutive andlegislative bodies was ac- 
companied with a general expecta- 
tion, that it would be followed by 


material - 


\ 


The one was Bar- 
“rere, famous for his many ‘speeches 


The others were general 


a 
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material changes in the manage- 
ment of public affairs. ‘The power 
of the directory was, by numbers, 
deemied too great for the adminis- 
trators of the concerns of a com- 
‘monwealth, and a limitation of it 
was judged necessary, before cus- 
tom and length cf time should give 
ita rightofprescription. The coun- 
cil of five hundred had _ hitherto 
acted, in a remarkable degree, by 
the impulse of the directory. The 
necessity of preserving union be- 
tween the different branches of a 
constitution, newly established, and 
thereby securing it respect, pointed 
out the propriety of such a conduct. 
But the lapse of aconsiderable space 
of time, tilled up with continual 
triumphs, having conferred strength, 
and the prospect of stability upon the 
Dew system, its favourers, as well 
‘as criticisers, began to examine its 
flaws with the more severity, that 
the sooner these were remedied, 
the less of difficulty would occur in 
that necessary business. 
Both the councils. now contained 
a large proportion of members de- 


_ ’ termined. to retain as much autho- 


4 


P 


rity as they might be able to secure 
to their respective shares. They 
vigilantly waited an opportunity of 
enforcing, by actual exertion, their 
claim to some of those branches of 
power, that had been solely exer- 
cised by the directory, and either 
acquiesced in, or formally lodged 
in them by the councils. 
 The'sessions of the new legisla- 


e _ ture’ commenced towards the close 


w 


L' 


of May... In the beginning of June, 
the situation of the French islands, 
in the West Indies, was brought 
before the council of five hundred, 
The recall. of Santhonax,~ the 


_ French commissioner, in St, Do- 


_ mingo, was moved, 


and carried 


[ss 


but general Jourdan, apprehending 
that if this measure was not support- 
ed by a sufficient force, that com-. 
missioner might resist the orders of 
the legislature, and, sooner than sub- 
mit, give up theislandto the English, 
proposed, that a competent body of 
troops should be sent to enforce the 
decree of the council. This propo- 
sal was approved of, and passed ac- 
cordingly, to the great mortification 
of the directory, to whom the set- 
tlement of that affair had been com- 
mitted, by the late council. 

The public was not displeased at 
this assumption of authority, by the 
council. Profusions of an unsufter- 
able nature were imputed to the 
managers of the home departments, 
of which the expences, in the opi- 
nion of the committee appointed for 
their examination, ought to be redu« 
ced from seventeen to little more 
‘than six millions: The directory 
was accused of conniving at these 
excesses, if not of expressly autho~ 
‘rising them to indulge their vanity, 
and a contemptible fondness for im- 
proper magnificence, ‘The various 
‘palaces, inhabited by the late king, 
and the different branches of the 
royal] family, occasioned an expen- 
diture that ill accorded with the 
pretences of economy, so frequently 
in the mouth of the supporters of 
government. A far greater number 
of surveyors, architects, and work- 
men, were employed to keep them ~ 
in order and repair, than were want- 
ed for the purposes to which they 
were allotted. Several of those ma- 
nufactories, stiled royal, were still 
preserved on their former footing, 
without necessity. The expences 
arising from the printing of _ public 
papers, and the remunerations given 
to the writers in them, on the side 
of government, were no less exces- 

[LE 4] sive. 
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sive. Complaints of this kind were 
equally made by the. republicans 
and the royalists. The former re- 
proached the people in office for 
affecting a needless pomp in their 
execution, and for converting to 
their private emolument, the sums 
entrusted to their hands for public 
uses. The latter expressed their.in- 
dignation, that persons of low de- 
gree, and that had risen to power 
and affluence by the depression 

_ and ruin of their superiors, should 
riot ostentatiously in their spoils, and 
that after destroying monarchy, as 
too costly a system, andimpoverish~ 
ing the many for the enriching of 
the few, they should, in the midst of 
pretences to frugality, live in sump- 
tuousness and luxury, and rival the 
state and splendour of kings, 

In the council of five hundred, 
now consisting of numbers highly 
dissatisfied with the conduct of go- 
vernment, and resolved to expose it 
to the public, withont palliation, 
the severest invectives took place 
against the superfluous multitudes 
of commissaries, andotherattendants 
on the army, and of individuals 
employed in the official depart- 
ments. It was surmised that they 
were maintained as retainers to 
those who appointed them, whose 
private interest and service they were 
thus fond to promoteon ail occasions. 
Itwas also insinuated, thatina matter 
of the highest importance to the be- 
nefit of the revenue, the sale of pub- 
lic lands, frauds and collusions had 
taken place to the deep detriment of 
the revenue, notwithstanding the 
clamorous wants of every branch of 

_ the national expenditure. 
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of those who superintended thera, 
debts and arrears, they said, had 
been accumulated to the amount of 
six hundred-miilions, a sum exceed- 
ing the annua) income by thirty 
millions.. The negligence or igno- 
rance of some of the ministers, had 
been extreme. Provisions had been 
purchased by one of them, for the 
use of the navy, at nearly thrice 
their cost in the common markets, 
and almost as much had been paid. 
for naval stores. 

Various mismanagements of the 
heaviest nature. in. pecuniary and 
other matters, were, at the same 
time, Jaid to the charge of the direc- 
tory. Whether for the support of the 
army, or the arrangements prepara= 
tory for peace, their demands for 
money were, it was said, equally ex - 
orbitant. For the latter of these 
objects, they required no Jess than 
one hundred millions, Nor was. 
their arrogance inferior to their pro- 
fusion, ‘| hey presumptuously de-~ 
manded copies of the speeches fe+ 
lating to them, that had been made. 
in the councils. What was this but 
invading the freedom of debate 2 
Their conduct ought, therefore, it 
was asserted, to be rigorously scru- 
tinized, and no greater authority al- 
lowed them than the constitution 
had decreed. The more effectually. 
to restrain them within their own 
limits, they should be debarred 
henceforth from the management of 
the national finances: and those 
Jaws that had empowered them to. 
dispose of the public money, on va~ 
rious oceasions and pretences, ought 
forthwith to be repealed, 

These strictures on the directory, 


and the bold measures preposed in 
consequenceofthem, proceededfrom 
Gilbert Desmoulieres, a man deeply 
conversant in pecuniary cates 
ap 


_. Lhe committee of finances, in par- 


.°, ticular, animadyerted with great 
"freedom on their administration. 
2 
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a ‘Through the neglect and indolence 
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and in the revenues and resources of 
France, and of a disposition not to 
‘be intimidated by frdwns and me- 
naces, while conscious that he stood 
_ upon the strong ground of truth and 
- facts. He was resolutely supported 
. throughout the animated discussions, 
upon these divers subjects, that took 
up the attention of the, councils, 
_ from the commencement of June, 
to the twentieth, The impression 
_ made on the public, by the severe 
animadversions on the directory, 
_ was highly to their discredit. But 
they were not dismayed by this ap- 
pearance ef hostility to them, and 
prepared to meet their enemies with 
‘weapons not less offensive than those 
that were employed against them. 
Their adversaries, in the mean 
_ while, elated with success, deter- 
 %nined to follow it up with farther 
__censures of the directorial body, On 
the twentieth of June, Pastoret, a 
leading member of the opposition, 
_ made a violent attack on their con- 
duct, respecting the United States 
_ of North America. These were re- 
_ presented as haying displayed an 
Ne baiivocal -approbation of the pro- 
 geedings of the republican party, 
and to haye acted uniformly as the 
_ staunch friends to the revolution, It 
of was therefore the highest degree of 
mmpradence in government, to afford 
_ them cause of complaint. Nothing 
short of manifest and avowed en- 
_ Mity, on the part of the Americans, 
~ gould authorise the harsh measures 
adopted against them, and enforced 
Mtv the directory with so much se- 
verity. This charge was followed 
__ by a motion to inquire into the con- 
_ duct of the directory upon this occa- 
sion. The powers assumed by that 
, were explicitly termed uncon- 
" ‘Stitutional, and transgressive of the 
 guthority lodged in them by the laws. 
oo : 
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A charge of a more henious na» 
ture, and involving them in a much 
more extensive coritest, was the 
privilege they had arrogated, of ex- 
amining the epistolary correspond- 
ence of private individuals, by break; 
ing open letters. This was de- 
clared a scandalous violation of 
liberty, and evidently repugnant to 
the fundamental principles of the 
constitution, In this. declaration 
the council was seconded by the 
voice gf the public, over which the 
assumption of such a privilege held 
a rod of perpetual terror. It was 
particularly odious to the Frenchy 
who, of all people, delight ina frank 
and unrestrained communication of 
sentiments upon all subjects, and are 
prone to give an unbounded loose 
to that sarcastic humour of wit and 
gaiety that accompanies their in- 
vestigation of both public and pris 
vate affairs, 

The disposition to criticise the 
proceedings of government, that 
now characterized the.two coun~ 
cils, especially that of the juniors, 
led them to inquire into the mili- 
tary transactions abroad, with more 
strictness than was thought’ neces- 
sary, even by many of their friends, 
The victories, obtained by their 
commanders and armies, were, to 
the generality of Frenchmen, a suf- 
ficient motive for approving the fo- 
reign polities ef the directory. The 
glory resulting from these to the na= 
tioa silenced all doubts of their pro- 
priety. 

’ But there were numbers, both in 
the councils and the public at large, 
that did not look upon the success of 
the French arms, as any reason for 
approving the measures of those 
who directed them. Though war; 
like atchievements might render the 
Trench fermidable, they would also 

expose 
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expose them to the hatred of those 
princes and states at whose cost they 
were ‘performed. France, under 
Lewis XIV. had’ deservedly in- 
curred the odium of all Europe, 
on this very accounts ‘The victori- 
ous’ career of that monarch had 
lasted nninterruptedly many years : 
yet, notwithstanding the terror dif- 
tused by his successes, his neighbours 
gradually recovered from their fears, 
and finally brought him to the 
verge of ruin. In the same manner, 
by persisting obstinately in over- 
running and subjecting every coun- 
try, not able at present to.resist 
them, the French would indispose 
all their neighbours. Convinced 
of the necessity of making it a come 
mon cause, these would silently, but 
firmly, frame an union of strength 
and ‘interest against France, which 
would certainly feel the effects of it 
soon or late,‘as that ambitious mon- 
arch had done. ~It was rash to ex- 
pect that fortune would never desert 
the standards of the republic. Pru- 


dencé dictated the necessity of mo-. 


deration, if it meaned to secure the 
advantages it had gained. But sub- 
jugations and conquests must even- 
tually prove its ruin, as they would 
require the strength of the nation 
to be continually on the fullest 
stretch. This was a situation it 
could ‘not bear. Boundless ex- 
ertions would, by degrees, deprive 
it of the means, not only of retain- 
ing the acquisitions it had made, 
but of preventing the reaction of 
the many enemies that would then 
be ready to avail themselves of the 
diminution of its force. This would 
infallibly result from an adherence 
to the present system of revolution- 
izing- and giving laws to all its 
neighbours. France, in these per- 
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_nicious attempts, had been drained 


of its bravest men, and though the 
triumphs it had obtained in the field t 
were signal and extraordinary, yet } 
the power thereby acquired rested 
on the most precatious grounds, as 
on the least reverse of fortune, the 
difficulties they would have to en- 
counter would become greater than 
before, and their means to over- 
come them necessarily less. The 
external loss of men, in the prosecu- 
tion of this destructive war, waged 
in so many countries, and with so 
many powerful and resolute ene- 
mies, and the torrents of blood shed 
in the internal feuds and commo- 
tions that had distracted the nation, 
had thinned its population in a de- 
gree that good policy forbad even 
to mention. These various, con- 
siderations demanded an immediate 
change of conduct in those who 
were at the head of the republic. 
Instead of continuing and extending 
hostilities, pacific measures ought to - 
be adopted, and the utmost solici- 
tude prevail, to create no additional 
enemies; by interfering in the af- 
fairs of nations that were desirous 
of peace, and of settling any dif- 
ferences in a manner satisfactory to — 
the interest and dignity of the re- 
public. Wi, 

Such were the opinions of a strong, 
and numerous party in France, at 
this time. In pursuance of a deters 
mination, formed to put a stop to 
the hostile spirit that actuated the 
executive government and its ad- 
herents, Dumoulard, one of the 
most-vigorous supporters of the op- 
position, moved, on the twenty- 
third of June, that a committee 
should be appointed, to investigate 
the proceedings, that had, taken 
place in Italy, respecting: the twa _ 

; republics 
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| republics of Venice and Genoa. 
_ He censured, with great asperity, 
the treatment they had experienced 
from Buonaparte, as unjustifiable in 
‘yeason and policy, and tending to 
ffl Europe with complaints of the 


ambition and tyranny ofthe French, . 


and of the contempt in which they 
hold all other governments and na- 
‘tions. 
_ The influence exerted by oppo- 
sition, and their evident inclination 
_ to lenity, and moderate measures, 
encouraged the friends of those 
royalists whose behaviour had been 
_ peeceable, and against whom’ no 
charges of acting against the re- 
public had been proved, to come 
forward in their favour, and to so- 
licit the restoration of their pro- 
petty. The legislature -behaved 
; with marked impartiality on this 
occasion, Some personages, of 
‘great birth and rank, under the 
“monarchy, were re-instated in their 
"possessions ; among whom were two 
_ Individuals of the Bourbon family, 
_ the prince of Conti, and the duchess 
of Orleans. sin 
___ The several decrees, made during 
“the barbarous administration of 
~ Roberspierre, by which the relations 
_ of emigrants were unjustly affected, 
_ underwent a complete revision, and 
were new-modelled in so equitable 
_ a manner, that no persons, however 
" nearly related to those who came 
under the sentence of emigration, 
were, On that account, to suffer in 
_ their property. Those individuals, 
also, who, in the disorders and con- 
~ fusions attending hostilities, had fled 
~ from those countries now occupied 
_ by the French, and taken refuge in 
- foreign parts, were now, by an ex- 
press decree, invited to return to 
‘their homes and possessions; and 
_ #i ample space of time was allowed 
— 
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them, to make their option, whether 
to decline, or take, the benefit of 
this indulgence. 

Hitherto, the proceedings of op- 
position had,» by the impartial part 
of the public, been viewed in a fa- 
vourable light: but those which fol- 
lowed excited suspicions amon® the 
staunch republicans, that some de= 
signs were in agitation of an in- 
imical tendency to the constitution. 
Camille Jourdan, a member of the 
council of five hundred, and a man 
of-resolution and abilities, had, im 
the month of June, signalized him- 
self by a speech, fuil of boldness, and 
no less of soind reasoning, in fa- 
vour of an unrestrained liberty of 
conscience, and a suppression of 
all persecutions, on account of res 
ligious opinions. His sentiments 
and arguments had been highly ap- 
plauded, and the discourse he had 
made was-ordered to be printed. 
As it contained a variety of matter 
favourable to the cause of the non- 
juring clergy, and inculcated lenity 
to persons of a tender conscience, he 
could not avoid the imputation of 
inclining to their opinions. His 
conduct, however, in espousing their 
defence did not subject him to cen- 
sure at that time ; but, in the course 
of the discussions on the case of 
those ecclesiastics that had either 
expatriated themselves, or been ba- 
nished, it evidently appeared, that 
a powerful party had been formed, 
to procure their recal from exile, 
and to take off the restrictions that 
had been laid upon them. This 
alarmed the republican party, which 
immediately resolved tu keep a more 
watchful eye than ever upon ‘the 
opposition, as concealing, under the 
pretence of moderation, projects 
inconsistent with the security of the 
commonwealth. They were con- 


firmed 


60} 
firmed in this persuasion, by the 
negative put on a motion, made on 
the fifteenth of July, to exact a de- 
claration of fidelity, to the con- 
stitution, from the clergy, as a con~ 
dition whereon they should be per- 
miti@d to exercise their functions, 
The refusal to comply with a re- 
 @uisition that appeared reasonable, 
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to the moderate of both parties, 

excited a violent dispute in the; 
council, It was not till the next 
day, that those who supported the: ° 
motion were able to carry it, by 
an immediate call of all the mem»; 
bers on their side that could be 
procured, he 
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ey 
a Rae conduct of opposition be- 
. gan now to meet with general 
disapprobation. Their designs were 
viewed as intirely hostile to the re- 
public; and the directory, which 
had lost ground in the esteem and 
_ attachment of the public, regained 
_itso effectually, that, notwithstand- 


they clearly perceived, that a ma- 
brity of the people was ready to 
befriend them, should matters be 
Carried to extremity. 
_ The royalists had,.in the mean 
time, indulged in the most sanguine 
nope, that they were on theeve of a 
_ eounter-reyolution. Relying upon 
_the protection of their numerous 
Partisans, in the legislative body, 
they assumed a freedom of speech 
¥ and behaviour extremely offensive 
the republicans, whom they 
ipled not to revile and abuse in 
ery daring and outrageous man- 
Alarmed at this sudden au- 
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_ to Padris,— Remarkable Address to the Dircetory, by the Army of the 
Sambre and Meuse.—Effect of this on the Councils —Causes assigned, 
by the Directory, for Fermentations that had taken place in the Army.— 
Concert between the Directory and the Army —The Councils alarmed, 
_ Resolutions of the Councils for the Purposg of restraining within 
due Bounds the Authority of the Directory. 
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dacity, the friends to the common- 
wealth judged it necessary to unite, 
as heretofore, in clubs and associa- 
tions.. Their antagonists did the 
same, and their mutual rancour 
broke out in frequent quarrels. 
But the enemies to the opposition 
so powerfully outnumbered their 
friends, thatthese found it necessary 
to have recourse to a decree of the 
councils, to prevent the encrease of 
the republican clubs, by formally 
prehibiting all meetings for political 

discussions, uader heavy penalties. 
The passing of this decree, which 
was effected on. the twenty-fourth 
of Juiy, proved the ‘influence still 
retained by the opposition; but ig 
also» €vinced and augmented their 
ugpopularity, as “it shewed how 
little disposed they were to place 
any dependance on the people at 
large: but they had enemies still 
more dangerous, ‘The military 
were decidedly in the interest of the. 
commonvealth, andopenly resolved. 
| tu 
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to support it. The directory were 
deeply connected with the general 
officers, of whom they were con- 
stitutionally invested with the ap- 
pointment. Through these it was 
secure of the army, and felt.no dis- 
guietude at the attempts of the 
opposition, sure of erushing them, 
should it become Becealy to em- 
ploy force. 

Buonaparte, the favourite of the 
republican part of the French na- 
tion, had openly declared his deter- 
mination to abide by the republic. 
On the fourteenth of July, the an- 
niversary day of the revolution, he 
thence took occasion to inform his 
army, that counter-revolutionary 
designs were in agitation, and to 
exhort them to remain true to the 
cause for which they had shed so 
much of their blood. His address 
produced its intended effect, by 
preparing the officers and soldiers, 
under his command, to second him 
in all the measures he might propose 
for the service of his party. 

The securing of a man, who was 
the terror of his enemies, and the 
admiration of all Europe, placed the 
directory at once above all appre- 
hensions, ‘They now assumed a 
firmer tone, and resolyed to exert 
all the powers they possessed, in de- 
stroying, at one stroke, the hopes 
of all their enemies. The first 
step which they took, on this criti- 
cal emergency, was to dismiss the 
present ministers, andappoint others 
im their room, in whose fidelity they 
could better confide. This was not 
done without occasioning violent 

‘complaints from opposition. ‘The 
right of the directory to act in this 
manner could not constitutionally be 
controverted; but they were called 
upon, by a formal notice,'to lay an 


{ 
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account of the state of the nation 
before the two councils. 

The corduct of the directory met 

with the fullest approbation of all 
the armies. The various eddresses 
from each of these were calculated 
to inspire government with the 
highest confidence, and opposition | 
with the most serious apprehensions, 
The firstvdivisions that led the way 
were those of Joubert and Massena, 
belonging to the ary of Italy: in 
the address of Joubert, severe notice 
was taken of the strictures, - passed 
in the council of five hundred, on 
the conduct of Buonaparte ; andthe 
priesthood, to use the words of the 
address, was accused of heating the. 
heads, and sharpening the daggers, 
of the enemies to the republic. 

‘The address of Massena’s division 
was penned with still more asperity: 
«*The constitution violated, em» 
grants returning, priests, rebels to 
the laws protected, republicans mur-: | 
dered.” Such was the picture it 
drew of France. It threatencd cons - 
spirators against the republic with 
extermination, telling: them, that, _ 
the swords which had destroyed the 
armies of kings were still in the 
hands of their conquerors, and that 
the road to Paris would not present 
more obstacles than that to Vienna. 

The divisions, commanded by 
generals Augereau, Bernardotte, 
and Vignolle, forming _ also pare 
of the army in Italy, followed the 
examples of the former; and ex- 
pressed no less zeal for the direetory, 
and enmity to the royalists. 

In addition to these military ad-— 
dresses to the directory the ministers — 
newly appointed by them were not. 
wanting in their endeavours to serve 
the republican cause. Schreerer, the 
new minister of war, a veteran of= 

ficer 
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ficer of distinguished merit, publish- 
eda declaration to the armies, in- 

qa br 3 

viting every officer and! soldier to 
_ confide in him, astheir ancient com- 
* panion in the perils and hardships 
attached to their profession, and to 
4y their complaints and grievances 
before him with candour and free- 
dom, promising, on the part of go- 
vernment, a faithful and equitable 
attention to all their just demands: 
exhorting them to continue true to 
he present constitution, and re- 
ee < 
“minding. them of the solemn oath 
they had taken to maintain it, 

x The minister of , police, Lenvir 
aroche, issued an address to the 
7 citizens of Paris, wherein he warned 
“them to beware of the calamities 

that must attend a new revolution, 
" and strenuously toact in defence of 
~ the established constitution, He 
' spoke to people who had deeply 
experienced the miseries that had 


merally well affected to the repub- 
lican system. . 
Such, however, was. the dread 


their adherents, of the intrigues and 
‘Tesolution of the royalists, that, not- 
withstanding the support they de- 
rived from their official situations, 
and theattachment of the geuerality 
of people, they came to a determina- 
tion to call in the farther assistance 
Mfthe military. This they did with 
more readiness, that unless they 
dk preventive measuresthey were 
scious that the numbers of roy- 
lists, daily repairing to Paris, would 
come so considerable, that, added 
those who abetted theopposition, 
hey would altogether form so pow- 
fal body, as 1iot to be overcome 

thout much difficulty.  Intend- 
ig, if it were possible, to avoid 
dshed, they were cenvinced, 


y~ 


F 
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ficted France, and that were ge-: 


entertained by the directory, and 
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that the most effectual’ method of 
preventing it, would be to take op- 
position by surprise, and, beforethey 
had made sufficient preparations, to 
repel force with force; not doybt- 
ing, that, by previously ‘striking a 
successful blow, they would com- 
pel opposition to submit, and, at 
once, defeat all their plans. 

In this determination, however, 
only three of the directory concur- 
red. These were, Barras, Reubel, 
and Lareveillere. _ They had always 
professed republican principles, and 


’ had been long censidered as the 


heads of that party ; their colleagues 
Carnot and Bartlielemi, the latter 
especially, were reputed less firm in 
their adherence to it, and more in- 
clined to conciliation with the op- 
position. What the precise. views 
of this party were, were rather con- 
jectured than ascertained: but the 
general opinion was, that their in- 
tentions were too friendly to the 
royalists, to permit those who har- 
boured them to enjoy any share of 
authority in the republic; and that 
the sooner they were expelled from 
their seats in the councils, the great- 
er would be the security of the 
commonwelth. } 

This party was headed “by men 
of tried abilities, who perceiving 
the necessity of acting with deter- 
mination and. promptitude in the 
present conjuncture, resolved immes 
diately to aim a blow at that mem- 
ber of the directory, whom they’ 
considered as the most dangerous of 
their enemies... Reubel and La-’ 
reveillere, though resolute and stea- 
dy republicans, were much less per-! 
sonally formidable than Barras, who 
had been bred a soldier, atid had- 
gone through many of the perils 
attending a military life with ‘singu- 
lar success and intrepidity, Toehim 

; in 
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ina great measure, was due the 
triumph of the late convention over 
those who opposed the re-election 
of twothirds of that body, on the 
establishment of the present consti+ 
tution, To oust aman of his chas 
racter from the directory, would 
certainly have proved a leading step 
to the execution of the designs en- 
tertained bythe opposition: but the 
only method, whereby toeffect such 
an attempt, was to prove him of 
years insufficient forso high a pro= 
motion, Every kind of exertion 
was employed for the purpose of 
ascertaining the reality of this dis- 
qualification: but they all failed, 
and he remained in the possession of 
his seat. 

These feuds between the councils 
and the directory, were viewed with 
much disapprobation by the mode- 


rate part of both, That of the an- 


eients, which had, since its instituti- 
on, been remarkable for interposing 
its weight, either in obviating or 
suppressing differences, acted, on 
this occasion, with its usual imparti- 
ality and discretion. It negatived 
the motions that had been earried, 
for abolishing several of the powers 
hitherto exercised by the directory, 
and suspended its assent to some de- 
crees that appeared too favourable 
to the nonjuring clergy, But the 
die was cast, and all endeavours at 
reconciliation were lost in the inve- 
teracy now daily increasing between 
the contending parties. 

There werein the opposition se - 
veral individuals of noted courage. 
‘The most conspicuous of these were 
Pichegru and Willot, who, being 
both military men, were, conforma- 
bly to the spirit of their profession, 
earnest in promoting active mea- 
sures, To these two were entrusted 
the charge of new-modelling the 


national guard, This numerous bos 
dy of menhdd, by the constitution, 
been placed underthe immediate mas 
nagement of the directory, which 
had the appointment of all the offi 
vers, The altetation proposed by 
Pichegru and Willot was, that in 
each department a select number of 
reputable persons, elected for that 
purpose, should make out a list, to 
which the nomination of officersby 
the directofy should be confined. 
This scheme was much applauded, as 
neither depriving that body of the 
elective privilege, vested in it, nor 
giving them too much power in its 
exercise. The proposal, therefore, 
was readily accepted, and- passed, 
on a motion, in the affirmative, 
The directory, onthe other hand, 
acting’ with the expedition of men 
conscious of being beforehand with 
their adversaries, pursued, with 
equal secrecy and vigour, the meae 
sures it had adopted against the op- 
position, The arrival of a body of 
troops, within seven leagues of Pa- 
ris, was announced in that city, on 
the twentieth of July, tothe great 
surprize and ‘anxiety of the council 
of five hundred, who could not 
mistake the cause of theirapproach 
to the capital so much nearer than 
the laws permitted, Ten years ime 
prisonment was the sentence incurs 
red by the directory, for bringing a 


‘military forcewithin such a distance 


of any place where the legislature 
held its meetings. Convinced that 
such an infraction of the constitu- 
tion could not have taken place 
without the orders, either positive 
or imphed, of the directory, the ~ 
council instantly laid a formal come — 
plaint of it before that body. But 
the answer was, that the moment 
the directors were apprised of it, — 
they ordered the troops te remove 

to 
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to a legal distance, attributing their 
approach to the inadvertence of the 
commissary at war, or some other 
inistake. e 
’ This’ answer did not remove the 
Suspicions or fears of the council. 
It appointed a committee to exa- 
mine the message of the directory. 
‘This committee reported, that no 
answer had been given to the prin- 
cipal part of the council’s message, 
demanding who had given orders 
for the marching of those troops. 
On this'report, another message was 
voted to the directory, requiring.an 
~ explicit answer. 
ie rb che teqtairiSs: the directory 
replied by acknowledging, that they 
; had given thé order to march, but 
not the line of marching. It stated 
~ the distance from Paris, to the place 
where the troops had arrived, to be 
’ thirteen leagues, instead of seven, as 
: ‘at first dsserted. . 
_ This ‘reply did not appear satis- 
‘factory. Pichegru represented it as 
evasive. Tad the destination of 
the troops been for Brest, as pre- 
fended, their line of march should 
have been to the north, and not to 
the south of Paris. ‘The speech of 
Willot, on this subject, unfolded a 
_ Wariety of alarming particulars. The 
troops themselves did not scruple, 
he said, to avow against whom they 
“Were marching. It was, by their 
- wn confession, against the councils, 
whom they had been taught to look 
‘pon as the enemies of their country, 
nd striving to dissolve its present 
vernment. ‘Delahaic, anotlier 
ber of the opposition, spoke no 
gs explicitly, on this occasion. 
€ represented the march of the 
ops, as the effect of a conspiracy 
inst the legislature, of which the 
tainty could not be doubted. 
yps, he said, were within a day’s 
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march of Paris, and, as it had been 
surmised, by one in power, a thou- 
sand men were to attack the council 
of five hundred, as many more that 
of the ancients, and the patriots 
would perform the rest. 

These transactions took place be- 
tween the twentieth and the last of 
July. On the fourth of August, 
information was brought to the 
councils, of the various circum- 
stances attending the movements of 
the troops destined for Paris. ‘They 
consisted of about twenty-seven 
thousand men, drawi from the army 
of the Sambre and Meuse, instead 
of nine thousand, as had been re- 
ported. -They were to encamp in 
the neighbourhood of the capital. 
Every effort was used to seduce the 
officers and soldiers, and to enflame 
them against the legislative body. 
Numbers of them had resorted clan 
destinely to Paris, and some hun- 
dreds of disorderly people had been 
provided with arms and ammuni- 
tion, to join them. ‘The armies, in 
violation of all discipline and subor- 
dination to the laws, deliberated 
and corresponded with each other. 
‘They made decrees, and issued pro- 
clamations, without any attempt to 
testrain them by the constituted 
authorities. 

On receiving. this intelligence, 
the council resolved to demand’ of 
the directory the documents it had 
promised, relating to the march of 
the troops, requiting an answer in 
three days. and insisting, at the same 
time, on knowing what measures 
had been taken to put a stop to the 


violation of that article of the cons 


stitution, which prohibited the ar- 

mies from entering into delibera= 

tions. 

. During these critical agitations, 

the heads of the military had either 
Vip assumed, 
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assumed, or heen invested with, ex- 
traordinary powers. General Hoche, 
commander-in-chief of the army of 
the Sambre and Meuse, had issued 
orders and precepts to the commis- 
sioners, appointed to receive the 
public levies of money in those 
districts, that shewed the high au- 
thority by which he acted. The 
pay-master of the army had called 
upon them for the remittance of the 
sums accruing from taxes: but the 
general strictly forbad them to obey 
his requisition ; that money being 
necessary to defray the charges of a 
numerous body of troops, to be de- 
tached from his army on a particu- 
lar service. This officer, who was 
a rigid republican, had, from the 
beginning of the contest between 
the councils and the directory, been 
considered by these as a man pecu- 
liarly deserving of their confidence 
in a business, wherein the safety of 
the present governmtent required 
the most spirited exertions. He 
had, in consequence, like the several 
officers in whom the circumstances 
of the times had compelled the di- 
rectory to place high trusts, acted 
with great latitude of authority in 
the posts which he occupied, though, 
to his honour, it was fully acknow- 
ledged, that he behaved with the 
strictest fidelity to his principles and 
aa ar bi are 

He had transfused those principles 
so effectually into the officers and 
soldiers under his command, that 
they seemed actuated entirely by his 
own mind. They presented an ad- 
dress to the directory, which, for 
matter and manner, was held the 
completest that had been framed by 
any division of the army. 

In imitation, they said, of the 
precedents set before them, by the 
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other divisions of the army, they 
deemed themselves bound, as fel 
low-citizens and soldiers, to unite 
their complaints with those of every 
Frenchman that valued the liberty 
of his country, and revered the con- 
stitution that protected it. Deeply 
interested in its preservation, against — 
the insidious measures of its pre- 
tended friends, they had come to 


‘a determination to express their 


readiness to march into the heart of 
the republic, if summoned, by its 
real friends, to their assistance. 
They had patiently endured, they — 
said, a variety of sufferings in the 
service of their country, in hope of 
rendering it, by their labours and 
courage, victorious and triumphant 
over all its enemies, and of laying 
a just foundation for a claim to those 
rewards that had been held out ta 
them. Relying, therefore, on the 
equity of the patriotic members of 
both councils, they supplicated them 
to take their demands into considers 
ation, and requested the directors, 
as the first magistrates of the repub- 
lic, to urge the propriety, and the 
necessity of doing justice to its faith- 
ful defenders. 
In the mean time, it was with the 
deepest grief, they beheld the ma- 
chinations carried on in the bosom 
of the republic, by men who, though 


, well known to be its enemies, were 


tamely suffered to assume the cha- 
racter of its friends; and, under that — 
perfidious mask, to labour secretly 
for its destruction. But did they 
imagine, that those brave Frenche 
men who had taken up arms, in 
the defence of their liberty, and 
had, in that noble cause, overcome, 
in the field, the veteran troops of 
the most powerful depots, and van- 
quished two-thirds of the military of. 
Europe, 
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Europe, would permit them to suc 
ceed in their treasonable proceed- 
ings? 
They had, indeed, advanced a 
- ©onsiderable way in the accomplish- 
ment of their designs. They were 
on the point of subverting the com- 
monwealth, and re-establishing mo- 
narchy. To this intent the consti- 
fution was reviled, and its assertors 
vilified throughout the interior, by 
those swarms of traitors, whose un- 
lawful return to their country was 
_basely and perfidiously connived at, 
ainder the pretence of lenity, by 
_those false representatives of the 
_ people, who had, through fraudulent 
_ practices, obtained seats in the le- 
gislature, in order the more securely 
to betray their constituents. 
_ Whilepeaceable citizens, at home, 
- were thus insulted and terrified, 
the armies abroad were consigned 
to neglect, and the want of all ne- 
| cessaries : it being a part of the sys- 
tem pursued, by those treacherous 
legislators, to letthem imperceptibly 
moulder away. Their pay was 
-avithheld, they were denied clothing, 
' and they were compelled; by hun- 
_ ger, to extort the means of existence 
from the inhabitants of the coune 
tries where they were quartered ; 
however disgraceful this might be 
to their character, as it was certainly 
highly regugnant to their feelings. 
_ Nor were the hospitals attended to. 
‘Their sick and wounded brethren 
- were snffered to die for want of due 
are. Was this the remuneration 
fortheir toils and hardships? Could 


. place any dependance, after. 


treatment, on the magnificent 
romises made to the armies, 
when the period of their labours 
' should arrive? Would the thousand 
millions, to be set apart for the de- 
mders of the republic, be forth« 


a 
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coming at the restoration of peace, 
as the legislature had solemnly 
pledged itself they should, previously 
to all other considerations? But 
what inducement had thy to expect 
any such recompense from men who 
hated the republic, and employed 
all cheir thoughts in devising the 
means to destroy it? Objects, far 
different from the security of free- 
dom, took up the attention of the 
councils. That love of liberty, which 
characterized the former assem- 
blies of the republic, was totally 
extinguished. The constitution and 
the rights of the people had lost 
their importance, and were now cuc- 
ceeded by discussicns unworthy the 
notice of men, whose time ought to 
be dedicated to subjects of public 
utility. Instead of attending tothe 
exigencies and pressures of the state, 
to the exhausted condition of the 
finances, to the insurrections suc- 
cessively breaking out, to the ma- 
chinations of foreign agents, endeas 
vouring every where to mislead the 
public mind, they. were busied in 
matters of superstition. More than 
twentysittings of the council of five 
hundred had ‘been devoted to the 
hearing of reports on emigrarts, on 
priests, and on bells. Was such bi- 
gotry to beendured ? Was it in con 
templation to re-establish the mass, 
and cther religious absurdities, and 
to impose anew upon ignorance and 
credulity ? Those who inculcated a 
reverence for such things were 
known, at the same time, to be the 
most irreconcileable enemies to civil 
freedom ; yet they had been re- 

‘called, by an express decree, and pers 
mitted to preach their pernicious 
doctrines. 

They bitterly complained of the 
disrespect with which they had been 
occasionally treated, and of the ab- 

[F 2] herrence 
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horrence in which they asserted that 
they were held. by .the legislative 
-body, as sufficiently appeared by 
the wrath and violence with which 
they reprohated the approach of a 
body of troops near Paris, as if they 
had been enemies. But they would 
prove themselves the friends of 
their country. They had been the 
founders and protectors of its liber- 
ty, and would maintain it against 
its open or concealed, foreign or 
domestic, foes. It was not surpri- 
sing, therefore, that the partizans of 
the formerdespotism, that had crept 
into the-councils,. should betray so 
much enmity to the republican mi; 
litary. 

Royal terror, they said, was now 
substituted to that cruel, terrorism 
which lately oppressed the republic, 
The tribunals hadacquitted assassins 
and conspirators, and condemned, 
without mercy, indiyidualéof known 
patriotism, Brottier, Dunan, Le- 
villeharnois, notoriously, the agents 
of Lewis, were instances of . the re- 
turning influence of royalism, Judge- 
ment hadbeen pronounced in favour 
of these men, notwithstanding their 
manifest guilt. Even the priest 
Poule, who had attempted to m ie 
der Syeyes, had met with an. ac- 
quittal. . The purchasers of national 
estates , were plundered, and .ex- 

_cluded. from. official preferments, 
while recalled emigrants were pro- 
moted to functions. of trust. , So ef- 
fectual and powerful was the influ- 
ence et the royal party, that when 
the law, for suppressing political 
meetings, was proposed in the coun- 
ceil of five hundred, only one mem- 
ber attempted to oppose that evi- 
dent violation of public liberty, but 
he could not even obtain a lrear- 
ing. 

“While royalism was making this 
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alarming progress at) home, efforts 
were, also used to introduce it into 
the armies. Men, unknown. to 
them,.. had replaced republican of-) 
ficers,..and.this plan was. gaining 
ground. In. the council of. five 
hundred, several members explicitly 
declared, in the debateon the Gen- 
dermerie, that it was necessary. to 
place, at the head of that numerous 
body ,of men, all the- officers that 
had served in it. before the revolu> 
tion, whatever might be their ‘opi- 
nions. What was this but restore 
ing the aristocrats, and the royalists, 
to their commands, and thus deli- 
vering the republic into the hands 
of its. worst enemies ?, Men who 
had been fighting against their 
country, and had incited all Europe 
to. confederate for the destruction 
of its liberty, and the re-e stablish- 
ment of kings and nobles. Could 
the members of , the legislature, 
while betraying their~trust in so 
glaring and scandalous a manner, 
imagine that their protestations of 
attachment. to the interestsof the 
republic would meet with any be- 
lief? The armies. were too well 
persuaded of their, perfidious de- 
sjgns, to endure, any longer, the 
continuance of so much treachery 
and deception: 

Such was the general purport — 
and substance of this celebrated ad- 
dress. It made a profound impres-_ 
sion upon the councils, They. now: 
had a clear conception of the peri- 
lous situation wherein theirconduct 
had placed them, and of the light» 
in. which 4t was viewed by the. most > 
formidable of its opposers,. whom 
they had either neglected, or found © 
it impr, acticable to win over to their 
projects. & 

The suspicion, of roy orn: under 
which they lay, procured ¢redit to 

al 
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all the assertions contained in this 
address. It was received by their 
‘enemies with applause, as expres- 
sing bold truths, which no other 
_description of men wou!d have 
dared to mention. Though im- 
. aay belief might not be paid to 
» the whole of its contents, by that 
G: a the public which did not 
_ hastily give countenance to reports 
_ of the day, yet the multitude tas 
_ 80 prepossessed in favour of the ad- 
is dressers, that their asseverations, and 
Opinions, quickly obtained a de- 
_ cidéd popularity. 
_ Inthe mean time, the directory 
_ feeling itself superior to all appre- 
_ hensions, resolyed to make the oppo- 
sition sensible how little govern- 
“ment was intimidated by the ob- 
_ stacles thrown in its way, and 
détermined to prosecute its own 
_ Measures in defiance of the dis- 
approbation, and implied menaces, 
of the council of five hundred. 
‘With this view they began by.'an- 
‘swering that message of the council, 
“which ‘had peremptorily required: an 
4 ‘explanation, respecting the’ march 
; GF those ‘troops that had arrived in 
, the vicinity of the capital. “In this 
“answer a circumstantial detail was 
given of the whole transaction, by 
| which’ it ‘appeared that “the com- 
) “manding- yee who had’ traced 
_ the line of ‘march, to ‘bé ‘observed 
__ by those’ troops,’ had déclaréd him- 
“self ‘totally ignorant of’ the law that 
prohibited any armed force coming 
“within twelve leagues of Paris. 
ast bis answer also denied the ‘ trath 
of the jmformation: received: by the 
eomncil, that arms had been put 
» ifito the hands of five hundred -raf- 
ans, at Chartres, for the parpose 
of committing ‘violence’ Upon the 
wo councils of the legislature. — fn 
swer to the complaint of -the 
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council, that‘ the military had en- 
tered into ‘deliberations, which they 
were é€xpressly forbidden to do by 
the constitution, the directory in- 
sinuated that the sense and meaning 
of the expression to deliberate, had 
not been” so accurately defined, as 
to be clearly applicable to the ad- 
dresses presented to the executive 
government by the armies. In these 
addresses, as well asin those to 
their brethren in arms, they had 
done no more than express’ the 
wishes they had formed, and the 
sentiments that animated them. 
After premising these particulars, 
the directory informed the council; 
that they thought ‘it a duty to go 
back to the causes that had pro- 
duced those addresses, and to point 
them out to the council for their 
serious consideration, ‘The. causes 
from which they proceeded were 
the general alarm and inquietude 
that had for. some months past taken 
possession of the public, and banish- 
ed ‘that tranquillity and confidence 
which had before so diffusively pre- 
vailed. * They were caused: by the 
defalcation in the revenue, through 
which’ all parts of the administration 
suffered’ so déplorably, and the ar- 


mies’ weré deprived of their pay 


and subsistence. ‘They were caused 


_by the péfsecution ‘and assassination 


of the purchasers of nationa) pro- 
perty, of the public functionaries, 
of the’ defenders of the countryy'ef 
all who dared to shew 
the friends of the republic.’ Lhey 
were caused’ by the waht of’ firm-, 
ness and vigour in the punishment 
of criminals, aud. the? partiality of 
the public tribunals. “They were 
caused by” the insolence of the emi- 
grants and the refractory . priests; 
who, recalled:and openly: favoured, 
appeared ‘boldly every where; kepe 

ie Beg alive 


themsélves , 
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alive the flame of discord, and in- 
spired a hatred to the republican 
constistution. They were caused 
by the multitude of journals inun- 
dating the pation, and full of 
menaces to the supporters of li- 
berty. These journals vilified all 
the republican institutions, and ex- 
plicitly-argued for the restoration of 
royalty, and of those oppressive 
Jaws and privileged orders that had 
proved so vexatious and intolerable 
to the merchant, the industrious 
citizen, the artist, and the labori- 
ous of al] professions, and so humi- 
liating to. reputable people that 
wanted birth or titles. The addresses 
were caused by the satisfaction and 
interest always ill dissembled, but 
often openly manifested, which the 
enemies of their country took in 
the prosperity of England and 
Austria, and by their constant en- 
deavours to depreciate the merits of 
the republican officers and soldiers, 
and to lower the glory and import- 
ance to which France had attained, 
and particularly to throw contempt 
and derision upon the high destiny 
held ont to the nation, under a 
commonwealth. They were caused 
by the censures cast upon the most 
honourable and advantageous con- 
sequences resulting from the victo- 
ries of the republican armies, and 
by the undeniable determination of 
their domestic foes to calumniate 
and ruin ‘the reputation of the re- 
publican generals, especially those 
who had, to the triumphs obtained 
through their prowess and skill, 
added the conduct of sound politi- 
cians, and derived no less honour 
from their philosophy and humanity, 
than from their military ‘atchieve- 
ments. Finally, they were caused 
by the indignation felt by all true 
citizens, peculiarly by those braye 
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men who had shed their blood for 
the common cause, when they saw, 
that after so many toils and suffer- 
ings, the peace they had so glori- 
ously fought to obtain, and which 
the chiefs of the yanquished coali- 
tion had been reduced so earnestly 
to solicit, waseat a distance from 
the hopes they had conceived of its 
speedy conelusion. The coalesced 
powers, presuming on the dissolu- 
tion of the republican government, 
in consequence of the exhausted 
state of its finances, the death or 
removal of its best commanders, 
and the dispersion of its armies, had 
recovered from their consternation, 
and were now as tardy in negoci- 
ating, as they had been ardent at 
first. 

Such were the causes assigned, by 
the directory, for the fermentatior, 
that had taken place in the armies,’ 
and which had induced them to- 
express their fears and their resolu- 
tions. The directors concluded by 
intimating to the council, that they 
were confident of being able to 
preserve France from the ruin that 
menaced it, and to prevent the 
miseries of anew revolution. They 
would continue to act in the man- 
ner they had done, with persever- 
ance and courage, and were not - 
to be deterred through fear, or pre- 
vailed upon through influence, to 
swerve from the fidelity they owed 
to the republic. They would not, 
therefore, by consenting, inspire 
a false security, either in their fel- 
low citizens of the interior, or in 
the armies. They should consider 
themselves~guilty of treason, were 
they to conceal from either the at» 
tempts that were carried on to ef- 
fect..a counter revolution, by over- 
throwing the present government 
through treason or by force. The 

message, 
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message, Containing these resolute 
sentiments, was delivered to the 
council of five hundred on theninth 
of August. 

This answer of the directory 
evidently contained matter suffici- 
ent to:alarm the councils. It was, 
in fact, a denunciation of defiance 
to the opposition, and all its adhe- 
rents, and plainly shewed that the 
directory and the armies acted in 
concert, and that these were deter- 
mined to be governed by the execu- 
tive power, the principles of which, 
were in unison with their own. Un- 
intimidated, however, by this for- 
midable union, the council, after 
examination of the directorial mes- 
sage, ordered it to be printed, and 
sent to the council of ancients, and 
referred it, at the same time, to the 
inspection of a committee of their 


_ gown members. 


Those that were appointed to 
this task, were the men of the 
greatest abilities in the opposition. 
Thibaudeau, the principal of them, 
was a man of equal capacity and 
spirit, both which he had already 
displayed on some very critical oc- 


-easions. As the report they were to 


make to the council would necessa- 
rily be of a very decisive nature, 
and bring matters to a very serious 
issue, between the legislative and 
executive powers, they employed 
the intervai between the nipth and 
twentysfirst of August, to consider 
of a proper reply to the various 
allegations urged with so much po- 
sitiveness, in the message from the 
directory. 

On this day, a formal report 
was made to the councj}, in the 
name of the committee, by Thi- 
-bandeau, After adverting to the 


situation of tranquillity and confi- 


dence they had of laje so generally 
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prevailed, “what evil genius, (he 
said, ) has re-animated our passions, 
rekindled our animosities, created 
divisions between the different 
branches of government, and plant- 
ed terror in the breasts of all good 
citizens?” An unexpected change 
injthe ministry, and the march of the 
troops, had, he observed, fixed the 
attention of the legislative body, and 
well merited its solicitude: in ex- 
pressing its regret for the dismissal 
of ministry, and its alarms at the 
march of the troops, it did not con- 
test the right of the directory to 
change its ministers, nor to dispose 
of the armed force; but the legisla- 
tive body had certainly the right of 
demanding information respecting 
the violation of the constitutional . 
limits. On the directory’s reply- 
ing, that it was to be attributed to 
an error in the marching orders, 
the committee to which this reply 
was referred, did not endeavour to 
prove the transgression, so much 
as to prevent its repetition. 

A more importantobject, he said, 
was the addresses from the army of 
Italy. What would became of the 
republic, he observed, were those 
who had received arms only for its 
defence, to interfere in civil discus- 
sions ? Those addresses were mark { 
ed by an ardent zeal for liberty; 
but they also held forth absurd 
claims, extravagant opinions, and 
criminal projects, suggested by face 
tious men, who had conceived the 
design of delivering, to the enemy, 
the conquests acquired by the va- 
Jour of the republican troops, and. 
of leading these back to their coun- 
try, under the standard of rebel 
lion, ‘One of these addresses had 
the audacity to assert, that the sys- 
tem of royalism had been adopted 
by the legislature, How came it 

[FP 4] that 
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that so false and infamous an asser- 
tion had not been duly noticed, and 
the author brought to condign pu- 
nishment ? 

Those addresses, he said, were 
at present directed against the le- 
gislative body ; but others would 
soon be levelled at the directory it- 
self, ‘* Wretched, he exclaimed, 
was that authority, which” required 
the support of bayonets. Military 
violence always concluded by anni- 
hilating the power it had establish- 
ed,” These addresses, he noticed, 
bad been formally authenticated, 
and officially transmitted to several 
administrations, and divisions of the 
army, and yet this, it had been sur- 
mised, was not a deliberation. 

The constitution, he observed, 
had strictly prohibited addresses in 
the collective name of an armed 
body. The more services generals 
and soldiers rendered to their coun- 
try, the more vigilance ought to, be 
exerted in guarding against their at- 
tempts upon the constitution. Ina 
rising republic especially, troops 
should not be permitted to act as if 
they had conquered for themselves 
only. Were this to be suffered, sol- 
diers would soon obey their generals 
alone, and never their country. 

It had been attempted, he said, 
to persuade the conquerors of Italy, 
that a system. of proscription. had 
been adopted against them. But who 
could believe that such an absur- 
dity was either practicable or desi- 
rable ? Was therea Frenchman who 
did not exult in the heroic actions 
of men who so deseryedly com. 
manded, the gratitude of their coun. 
try, and had covered, with’a veil of 


glory, the dreadful events that had. 


tarnished the revolution? ; 
The spirit of faction, he asserted, 
had, in consequence of these ad- 
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dresses, introduced the language of 
anarchy into the camps. It had in- 
sinuated itself into the retreats pro- 
vided" for disabled warsiors. The 
minds of men were heated, and 
disselution and destruction were the 
discourse of the day :: and» yet 
the government remained passive. 
«© Awaken, therefore, he exclaim: 
ed, ye legislators, watch for your- > 
selves and the public. Directors, 
generals, and. soldiers, bow your. 
selves before ihe will of the, peo- 
ple. The legislative body will ne- 
ver balance with its duty. -It is 
inaccessible, to fear, and will never 
submit to menace.” 

Addressing himself ‘to the coun- 
cil, “* Your committee will not, he 
said, humble itself in replying to 
the calumnies propagated by your 
enemies. A legislative body, that 
is not accusable, ought nat to jus- | 
tify itself. It must be judged by 
acts, We shall speak the truth to 
the directory, and we shall speak it 
to the people.” 

Complaints were made, he next 
observed, of the insolence of. priests 
and of emigrants :-to this he would 
answer, that liberty of conscience 
and of worship, while submission 
was paid to the laws, was.a principle 
maintained by all philosophers, and 
particularly consecrated by the con- 
stitution of .the French: republie, 
in opposition to the claims of a re- 
ligion, that pretended to-an ex- 
clusive establishment, and to exe 
tinguish the rights of all others. 
As to the emigrants, did”not the 
laws repecting them continue? 
Did not those Jaws place in» the 
hands of the directory, the most ac- 
tive, the most powertul, the most ar- 
bitrary, means of keeping them in — 
It had also been 
complained,, he said, that noted 

3 emigrants | 
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“emigrants had been suffered to re- 
turn. The places of their meeting. 
were even pointed out. But why 
did not the police do its duty : why 
were those connivances and par- 
tialities to some individuals tolerat- 
ed, the traffic in. which was pub- 
licly reported ? It belonged to the 
council to require from the directory 
‘an account of those abuses. 

He then adverted to the assassi- 
ations and partial judgments of the 
‘tribunals, complained of by the di- 
Tectory. ‘I'rne it was, he acknow- 
dedged, that blood had flowed in se- 
-veral departments. But there were 
laws against assassination, and i:{was 
the business of the directory to en- 
force them. If partiality had been 
exercised in the tribunals, the laws 
were also competent to its punish- 
ment, and the directory ought to 
‘denounce the guilty. Complaints, 
therefore, -were nugatory, as it was 
-in the power of the government to 
‘remove them, Nor was the pro- 
‘tection claimed, for the purchasers 
of national property, less secured to 
_ them, by the constitution, than to all 
other proprietors: and it’ was the 
duty of the executive, to watch 
over the safety of every part of the 
‘community. 

' The council, he said, had been 
informed of journals breathing mut - 
der, and the return of royalty. He 
would not deny that numbers of 
them were ful] of faction arid se- 
“dition. But the legislature was evi- 
dently solicitous for the suppression 
oa those licentious proceedings, and 
-alaw was in preparation for that 
purpose. - Pr oe 

Nor would he deny the defici- 
\ ciences in the public revenue, and 
that want of order and econo.ny 
_ had thrown the finances into dis- 
prder. But had the army any rea- 
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son to reproach the legislative body? 
Had not their payment and. sup- 
port been attended to in “pres 
ference to every other expence ? 
Had then, he'said, the forced loans, 
the assignats and mandats, the na- 
tional estates at home, the contribn- 
tions abroad, been found insufficient? 
Rather let it be acknowledged, 
were his words, “ that the public 
resources have been exhausted, by 
being distributed through too many 
hands, and imprudently confided 
to unskilful or stispicious manage- 
ment.” 

Peace alone, he asserted, could 
extricate France from its embarrass« 
ments, How criminal, therefore, 
must those be, who strove to place 
it at adistance. But. the legisla- 
ture had evinced every disposition 
to accelerate it. Future historians 
would examine whether trans- 
actions in Italy had not contributed 
to retard it. But could France, in 
justice, blame its generals, for giv- 
ing liberty to millions of men? and 
when these had been put in pos- 
session of their liberty, ought France 
to refuse them its friendship and al- 
liance ? 

Still, however, he contended, 
the legislature should not be silent 
upon these transactions. The di- 
rectory ‘had certainly exceeded 
its constitutional powers. If war 
was! to be waged against the Italian 
states, who, without the assent of 
the legislative power, had the right 
of declaring it? Who, without its 
approbation, could fiame treaties of 
commerce, of subsidies, or of alli- 
ance with those states? The govern- 
ments, established in Italy, must re- 
main unstable, and the liberty of the 
people would have no fixed sup- 
port, without the formal concur 
rence of the legislature. 
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It had been surmised, he obset- 
ved, that the directory would be ac- 
cused, and the legislative body at- 
tacked. When just reasons existed 
for accusations, that body had a 
‘sight to prefer them, and would do 
3t without hesitation or fear, But 
who would dare to make an attack 
on the legislative body ?_ the recol- 
lection of what had befallen those 
xvho had ventured to do it was a 
sufficient warning to others. 

He then exhorted all persons in 
place. and authority, cordially to 
unite for the preservation of the 
state. He admonished the direct- 
ors and the members of the legisla- 
ture, to be upon their guard against. 
the exaggerations of a party that 
soughtto heighten their animosities, 


and to involve them in feuds that . 


would inevitably hurry them to.a 
common destruction. ; 
Thibaudean finally observed, that 
the committee appointed to ex- 
amine the directorial message had 
purposely avoided to insist on the 
bitterness of its style, and its ex- 
aggerated representationsof facts, as 
legislators ought not to be guided 
‘by resentment and passion, He con- 
cluded, by expressing his hope, that 
the common enemies of the repub- 
lic would-not be able to disunite its 
friends, and would in vain meditate 
its ruin. It was, he said, deeply 
rooted; it had ripenedin the midst 
of storms, and would last to future 
generations. ‘Lhe new dangers 
that threatened it, would serve once 
more to display its strength, andthe 
indissoluble texture of its constitu- 
tion. 5 
He closed this elaborate report, 
by presenting the pian oftwo resolu- 
tions : the first declared that all con- 

_ spiraciesor crimes, against the con- 
‘stitution, the legislative body, and 
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the directory, came under the juris<_ 
diction of the criminal tribunal of 
the place where the legislature sat > 

that all persons accused, should be 
denounced at the office of the public 

accuser: but that they should have 

the power of appealing from that 
tribunal, and in this ease, they 

should be carried before a court, 

pointed out by the tribunal of cassa- 
tion. The second resolution de- 

elared every assembly of soldiers, for 

the purpose of deliberating, in other 

circumstances thanthose determined 

by the law, a crime. That any 

communication, under the title of 
address, fram one armed body to 
another, or to the civil authorities, 

should be punished as a seditious 

act. ‘ 
By the first of these resolutions, 
the councils intended to guard as 
gainst any undue assumption of au- 
thority in the directory. The plan 
proposed, by Thibaudeau, appeared 
so fair and impartial, by placing alt 
parties on the same level, that those 
with whom he acted made no doubt 
but the public would give them 
credit for its equitableness, and 
prove the more inclined, on that 
account, tocountenance and support 
them, in caseofneed. . They justly 
snspected inimical designs on the 
part of the directory, and thought 
it, therefore, advisable to secure the 
favourable opinion and good-will of 
the people at large. 

But the second of those resolu- 
tions, however it might be proper 
in itself, was judged, by many of 
their well-wishers, unseasonable in 
the present conjuncture. It tended 
evidently to displease the military, 
already sufficiently indisposed. In 
this respect, the policy of the di- 
rectors was better calculated to in- 
sure the attachment of the army, 

which, 
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which, in the present contest, would 
certainly prove the most powerful 
ofall adherents, and must finally 
decide the dispute in favour of those 
whom it befriended. 

Nor was it the military alone to 
whom the directory looked for aid. 
Those formidable bodies of men, 


that had acted so effectualand deci- 


. sive a part throughout the various 


scenes of the revolution, still sub- 


eM 


“sisted, and retained all those princi- 


ples that had been so industriously 
instilled into them, by the agents of 
the republican party, of whieh they 
still continued to form the principal 
strength in the metropolis. These 
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were the inhabitants of the suburbs 
of Paris, consisting chiefly of the las 
borious tradespeople, and hard- 
working classesof all denominations. 
As they were determined foes to 
monarchy, it was with indignation 
they heard that the legislative body 
was suspected of inclining to its re~ 
establishment; and they resolved 
to oppose it with ‘all their might. 
They presented an address to the 
directory, assuring them, that they 
were ready to stand by the friends 
of the republic, as they had always 
done, whenever it appeared in dans 
ger. 
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, Arrestation of national Representatives. — Message from the Directory to the 
two Councils, on this Subject.—An Address on the same, to the People of 
Franee.—Lorty Resolutions, adapted to the present Juncture, proposed bya — 
Committee of pubic Sajety.— Adopted ly the Council, and passed into 
Laws.—Transactions of the primary Communes and eiectoral Assemblies, 
an fifty Departments, declared illegal.— Upwards of sixty Persons, Mem- 
ters of the Directory and Councils, and others, sentenced to Transportation, 
— Address from the Council of Five Hundred to the Departments and the 
Armies.—Imputing the most iniquitous and atrocious Designs to the 
Royalists. —Proclamation ly the French Government, announcing a sez 
cond Expedition against Ireland.—Singuler Expedition of a Body of 
French Troops into Wales.—These surrendered themselves, without Re- 

sistance, Prisoners of War to a Force, raised and headed, on the Emer- 
gency, ly Lord Cawdor.—The Spanish Island of Trinidad taken by the 
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ROM the day whereon Thi- 

baudeau made his report to the 
councils, it was obvious to the pub- 
lic, that strong measures were in 
agitation on both sides. ‘Ihe legis- 
Fature was convinced, that the di- 
rectory and its adherents intended 
some deeds of violence. Buona. 
parte, whose decisive character was 
well known, and who was closely 
connected with the directory, had 
provided them with a man to exe- 
cute their designs, in whom beth 
he and they could place confidence, 
on account of his principles -and 
abilities. This was general Auge- 
reau, whom he dispatched to Paris, 
on plausible pretexts, but to the real 
intent of his being at hand for their 
purposes. . 
_ Relying on the force they had 
taken previous care to holdin readi- 
ness,, and on the popularity which 
Augereau was known to possess 
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among the soldiery, as well as the 
people of Paris, dreading, at the 
same time, to be anticipated by the 
opposition, the directors came to a 
determination to execute, without 
delay, the plan they had adopted, 
Qn the eighteenth of Fructidor, ” 
September the fourth, at three 
o’clock in the morning, an order 
was signed by Barras, Reubel, and 
Lareveillere, empowering general 
Augereau to arrest a specified num- 
ber of the national representatives. | 
In the mean time, the alarm bells 
were rung in the different sections, 
the citizens informed, that a conspis 
racy was on the point of breaking 
out, and called upon to stand by the 
government, which was in immedi- 
ate danger from the royalists. Au- 
gereau made use of.the same lan-. 
guage in addressing. himself to the 
military guard of the councils, and- 
they immediately placed themselves 

under ¢ 
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cunder his command, in. spite of the 
remonstrances of Ramel, their prin- 
cipal officer, whom. they ignomi- 
niously degraded. ‘This proved a 
Deere biaw. as the councils had 
" Mot entertained any suspicion they 
would haye been thus deserted. 
_ Augereau found no difficulty in ex- 


ion. . He entered the assembly, at 
KA e head of his men,, and) arrested 
"general Pichegru and Willot, with 
“sixty other members, as guilty of 
sason. . They were imprisoned ja 
gts Temple, the doors, of the, hall 
» were shut, and the two councils) di- 
~ rected tor meet in other separate 
places. Carnot and. Barthelemi 
~ had received timely notice of what 
was passing: the former had the 
| good fortune to make his escape ; 
» but the latter, whatever his motive 
"was, remained, and shared the same 
d treatment as the rest ‘of his party. 
Having so far succeeded in their 
. plan, the directory immediately dis- 
_ patched a message to the two coun- 
% cils, informing them, that they had 
_ been constrained to act in the man- 
ner they had done, in order to save, 


Stitution. It transmitted to-them, 
at the’same time, all the documents 
; relating to the present transaction : 
_ assuring them, that had they delayed 
it one day longer, the republic must 
have been overthrown. The halls, 
wherein the councils met, were, 
they asserted, the points of re-union 
for the. conspirators, It was from 
thence, that these had, on the pre- 
‘seding day, issued cards and ‘certi- 
ficates, for the delivery of arms to 
their partisans, and had, in the 
‘course of the night, carried on a 
: respondence with their accom- 
_ plices ; and it was in the neighbour- 
ood of these, that their adherents 


_ ecuting the residue of his.commis- - 


| the country, and maintain the con- 
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were endeavouring clandestinely to 
assemble. The conduet of the di- 
rectory, It,was asserted, had been 
dictated by.the instant necessity of 
being beforehand with the conspi- 
rators. In affairs of state, extreme 
measures could only, be estimated 
by circumstances, and the. couucils 
would, from those that were laid 
before them, form a proper judge= 
ment of the motives that had de- 


' termined the directory to adopt such 


measures. The eighteenth Fructi- 
dor, they said, would be'a celebra- 
ted day in the annals of France. It 
would enable the faithful represen- 
tatives of the nation to fix, for ever, 
the; destinies of the republic. After 
warmly exhorting the councils to 
improve the present occasion, by 
re-animating the spirit of patriotism, 
they concluded by informing them, 
that Imbert Colomes, one of the 
new third of the council of five hun- 
dred, was, by authentic:documents, 
to be transmitted to them, the prin- 
cipal agent of Lewis, styling himself 
the XVIII. e 
In the mean time, a proclamation 
Had been issued by the directory, by 
which, whoever should propose the 
restoration of royalty, the resesta- 
blishment of the constitution of 
1793, or to place any of the family 
of Orleans upon the throne, was in- 
stantly to be shot, Apprehensive 
also that the partisans of the oppo- 
sition, who were numerotis in the 
capital, might attempt to assemble in 
force, they provisionally suspended 
from their functions the administra- 
tions of the department of the Seine, 
and of the twelve circles into which 


.Paris had been divided, ahapecting 


many of them to be connected wit 

the opposition. They ordered, at 
the same time, the editors aud prin- 
ters of thirty-two journals, the titles 
of 


‘ 
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of which -vere specified, to be com- 
miticd t> orison, as accused of being 
accomplices in a conspiracy against 
the republic, in favour of royalty ; 
and they carefully transmitted their 
thanks to the guards of the two 
councils, for the fidelity they had 
displayed to the interests of the re= 
public, in preference to all others. 
But the measure which princi- 
pally occupied their attention, was 
to convince the citizens of Paris, 
and the people of France, that go- 
vernment had been. compelled, by 
unavoidable necessity, to use severe 
means, for the preservation of the 
commonwealth, against the machia- 
tion of its enemies. In their address 
to the citizens of Paris, the directory 
explicity asserted, that the royalists 
had, during the whole of ‘the pre- 
ceding year, been labouring to over- 
turn the republic. When they 
thought themselves sufficiently able 
to accomplish its final destruction, 
their first attacks were intended 
against the supreme depositaries of 
the executive power. Arms had 
been distributed to the conspirators, 
and a large quantity of bonds seized, 
from which the delivery of a great 
number of firelocks was proved. 
€ards, stamped with the words, Le- 
gislative Body, and marked with an 
R, were circulated, in order to serve 
as reciprocal tokens to the conspi- 
rators. Those members of the di- 
rectory and of the legislature, who 
adhered to the republic, were to 
have been massacred. Numerous 
bodies of emigrants, and of insur- 
gents from la, Vendée, had repaired 
to Paris, attracted by the counte- 
nance publicly shewn to them, and 
were preparing to attack the di- 
rectory. But its vigilance, and that 
ef the. armed force surrounding 
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’ give the signal of civil war, and, by 


them, had frustrated the designs of 
their enemies. ; 
The citizens of Paris, the directo~ 
ry said, would shudder with horror, | 
when apprised, by the authentic 
proofs that would be laid before 
them, of the plots entered into 
against their persons, and their dear- 
est rights and possessions. When 
France, crowned with victory, and 
surrounded with immortal glory, 
was beginning to reap thé fruits of 
the successes obtained by its invin- 
cible defenders; when agriculture, 
commerce, public credit, confidence 
and security, began to revive, that 
was the moment pitched upon to 
rekindle domestic animosities, to re= 
establish superstition, and reorganize 
the power of fanaticism, to open ave 
nues for the return of emigrants, to 


thus infusing fresh hopes into the 
foreign enemies of the common= 
wealth, to retard that peace, which 
it was on the point of securing. 
Such was the description given by 
the directory, of the designs in agi- 
tation against the state. They call- 
ed, in consequence, upon the citi- 
zens of the metropolis, to exert 
themselves manfully in the defence 
of those liberties and valuable ob- 
jects, for,-which they had beert so 
long contending. They admonished 
them particularly to beware of be- 
ing hurried, -by the fury of resent- 
ment, into unjustifiable excesses, and 
to confine their obedience to the 
chiefs avowedly appointed. over 
them by government. 

In the general address, issued to 
the people of France, the directory 
entered more at large into circum= 
stances and details, for the verificae 
tion of the conspiracy. The docu- 
ments which they submitted to the 

inspection 
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fhspection of the public, and which tober, 1795, which they représent- 
they asserted to be of incontestible ed as connected with, and origina- 
authenticity, would unfold, they ing from royalism, they formally 
said, the whole process of the trea- charged general Pichegru*with be- 
sons in question. After reverting traying at that very time, the re- 
_ to the events of Vendemiaire, Oc- public, by acceding to the propo- 


iy 


“® Of the intention of general Pichegru, to restore the royal familyof France, there is not 
~ now any doubt. It has been clearly avowed, indeed, by subsequent occurrences. As we 
_hhave had occasion to take notice in our volume for 1794, he was never at great pains ta 
disguise hissentiments, wishes and designs, in favour of royalty. He possessed a fine 
understanding, as well as great knowledge and skill in military affairs: but the most 
prominent feature in his character was a manly boldness, simplicity and strength of 
mind, which scorning defiles, advanced, as directly as possible, to its object. The fol- 
lowing remarks on the tactics, manners, and person of general Pichegru, are extracted 
and translated from a work entitled, Histoire Chronologique des operations de l’ Armée 
du Nord, et de celle de Sambre et Meuse, par le citoyen David, Temoin, du plupart 
de leurs Exploits. The tactics of general Pichegru are of a nature altogether new and 
- original. His system consists wholly in pursuing the enemy without intermission ; in 
courting opportunities of engagements; in keeping his whole force together, without 
dividing it for the purpose of carrying on sieges ; to reduce only such as are necessary, 
_ in order tosecure proper positions, without seeming to be at all concerned about the 
reduction of such strong places as he had left behind him. 

This system of military tactics was the only one that was suitable to our situation ; 
andfarther, it was the only system that suited the characterofthe French. It is not to 
‘be doubted that our troops were full of courage and bravery; but the greater part of 

_ them wasnewly levied, aud not sufficiently trained in sieges, for the purpose of under~ 
taking a siege of any difficulty. Farther still, the French soldier js too ardent and im- 
patient te go through with a chain of operations that require perseverance. In the 
field, he certs forth as an eagle, and fights like a lion. But a long and arduous siege 
repels, and ofttimes, evendiscourages him. In order to have a military body of men 

perfect and invincible, it would be necessary to carry on sieges with Swiss troops, and 

_ to have French armies of observation. But while a general has only Frenchmen un- 

_ der his command, he ought not tolet them grow restive, by remaining long in one place; 
but to keep them always in breath, and always within view of the enemy. 

_— If Pichegru had obeyed the orders of the committee of public safety ; if he had not 
| : known the character of the French and adopted an unusual system of tactics, he would 
have sacrificed fifty thousand men, at least, before our towns of Hainault. Perhaps he 
might have been beaten. And even, in case of success and victory, he most assuredly 
' would not have been able to push his conquests even to the northern sea, and the 

confines of Westphalia. The king of Prussia was the only sovereign, among the co- 
_ alesced powers, who set the plans of Pichegru at defiance, and the only one thatdid 

him justice. About the beginning ofthe campaign, that monarch wrote a letter: (pub- 

_ lished in a Belgic newspaper), to the following effect: ‘‘ It is impossible to save your 

ccs from invasion. The French have armiés always springing up, one after 

-@mother. Be not deceived: their generals pursue a wise System of tactics, which 
‘ disconcerts ours, and gets the better of them.” 

_. Pichegru, formerly professor of mathematics at Brienne, is five feet five inches in 
height > of a large size, without being corpulent ; and, in a word, formed in the very 
mould ofa warrior. His appearance is, at first sight, severe and forbidding ; but it 
paoftens in conversation, and inspires the greatest degree of trust and confidence. His 
politeness has no sort of resemblance to what is called etiquette, which is commonly 
‘Rothing else than duplicity and roguery. His politeness is without affectation, and 
b> y sincere. You may see, at once, that he is obliging, from a frankness of 
ition, and naturally good. But he has nothing about him of what was, hereto- 

» considered as essential to a courtier, 
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sals made to him by. the prince of 
Condé, and engaging to support 
the royal cause. If the plans. he 
offered to undertake were not at- 
tempted, it was merely because. 
Condé refused to join in their exe- 
cution. But these plans, the di- 
rectory, added, would never have 
succeeded. Pichegru’s army, like 
that of Dumourier’s, would have 
refused to obey. the orders of a 
traitor. In the mean while, conti+ 
nued the directory, Pichegru be- 
eame the favourite of the royal par- 
ty. On the late election, of a 


new third, he was chosen a mem-. 


ber, and was the first who had the 
honour of being president of, the 
eounci! of five hundred, on? the 
opening of its sessions. Royalism 
had already been niaking a silent 
progress in the councils, when, 
through the indiscreet warmth of 
one of its adherents, it was detected. 
This. happened in the month of 
Fructidor, of the fourth year (Sep- 
tember 1796), 
orator, of that party, pointed out 
the overthrow of the constitution of 
1791, as an object of deserved re- 
gret, and the 10th of August, 1792, 
as a day to belamented. This man 
had since been discovered to be an 
agent of the royal faction. These 
manifestations of the designs of his 
party opened immediately the eyes 
“of thé faithfal republicans, and they 
resolutely opposed it, until the first 
of last Prairial (twentieth of May, 
1797), when the adjournment of 
the legislative body took place, on 
account. of the election of a new 
third. Then it was that royalism 
exerted all its powers. It establish- 
ed agents and emissaries every- 
where. It: organized their ‘con- 
nections, their subordination, and 
their correspondence. It laboured 
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Lemerer, a noted. 


‘ ment of those objects. for which it | 


to introduce a counter-reyolutions — 
ary spirit, in every department, 
thereby to influence the elections 
in favour of its adherents, and to 
prepare astrength for their support. 
Such was the confidence of the 
royalists, sincelast Pluviose (Janua- 
ry 1797), that on the discovery of 
the conspiracy of Dunan, Villehar- 
nois, and Brottier; its audacity bad 
encreased, in proportion as their de~¢ | 
signs became more manifest. Never 
did any conspirators, so fully con- 
victed by their own writings ‘and 
confessions, find more apologists, 
supporters and protectors, who did 
not hesitate to evince the lively in- 
terest which they .took in their 
cause. By the numbers, that con 
stituted the opposition in the coun- 
cils, it was clear, thatin the plurality 
of the departments, the elections for 
the new third were the work of this 
party. The sentiments and con- 
duct of these new deputies, fully 
shewed it; and the declarations of 
Dunan confirmed all that had been 
said of the intrigues and machis 
nations of the royalists, throughout 
every part of the republic. The 
directory next enumerated the vari- 
ous complaints that had filled the 
addresses to them from the armies, | 
and their own messages to the couns 
cils. Lhey concluded by exhorting 
the nation to confide in -its rulers, 
and rely upon their patriotism and 
their abilities, for the accomplish- 


had toiled so long, and made so 
many sacrifices. ‘ ; 
Such were nearly the expressions, 
as well as the substance of ‘the di-_ 
rectorial addresses to the metropolis 
and the departments. As the ma+ 
jority was decidedly favourable to - 
the republican party, the conduct. 
of the directory met with general 
applause, 
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applause. The fact was, that the de- 
pression of the royalists always exci- 
ted unfeigned satisfaction in the vast 
multitudes, who, having. experi- 
“enced that contemptuous treatment 
of the inferior. classes, which had 
“characterised the monarchical gc- 
vernment, were willing to prefer to 
t any other that did not take aw-y 
rom them these ideas of equality 
‘ich, to some men, are of so es- 
ential an importance. 
_ Jhe transactions of the fourth of 
September were, however, but the 
telude to those that followed this 
memorable day. The directory had 
poly begun the great work which 
they had undertaken ia full confi- 
dence that, with the advantages this 
beginning had put into their hands, 
they should be able thoroughly to 
complete their designs. Their prin- 
al opponents in the council of five 
ndred, the most formidable body 
at thwarted them, were now in 
leir power: but alarge number of 
heir staunchest and most resolute 
s€rentsstil] remained, andit would 
ire no small degree of courage 
d exertion to deprive them of 
eir seats in the legislature. This 
vertheless was the only method 
by which to compass their views, 
hich were to put an end to the 
)position that had so much fet- 
1 all their“measures, and to 
ute their many plans without 
ature controul; firmly convinced, 
“that they were calculated for the 
) ntion of the return of mo- 
y, which they considered as 
the greatest of all political evils ; 

nd, probably, for, what they had 
least as much at heart, that 
their own power ; and, actuated 
these principles, the three re- 
aining directors, certain of the 
eliance they could place on each 
Lb. XXXIX, 
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other's fidelity, resolved, that. pre- 
viously to the appointment of suc- 
cessors to their late colleagues, they 
would put the finishing hand to 
the business they had so prosper- 
ously commenced. ‘To this end, 
they framed a monitery message to 
the council of five hundred, which, 
as most contaminated by anti- 
revolutionary maxims and mem- 
bers, in the opinion of the ‘public, 
required a speedy and immediate 
reform. 

In this message, the directors no- 
tified to them, that the eighteenth 
of Fructidor was destined to be a 
day of salvation to the republic and 
to themselves. ‘Such was -the ex-- 
pectation of the public, of which 
the tranquillity; during the events 
of the preceding day, and the satis- 
faction with which it had beheld 
them, was undeniable. The eyes 
of the nation were now fixed upon 
its representatives, and it was in- 
cumbent upon them to complete 
the salutary measures so auspiciously 
entered upon. _ But no time should 
be lost, the moment was decisive, 
the conspirators were on the watch, 
the silence of the council had given 
them courage and audacity: they 


‘were still intriguing and striving té 


mislead the public -mind: they 
boasted that their plot éxtended to 
the legislative body it-elf: they al- 
ready spoke of punishing the re- 
publicans for their imaginary tri- 
umph ; was this, therefore, a rea- 
son to hesitate about the propriety 
of delivering the country frem its 
betrayers, however highly stationed ? 
Principles, said the directors, will be 
pleaded, forms resorted to, excuses 
for delay invented. Thus time wil 


be gained for them, and the consti- 


tution assassinated, under pretext of 
keeping within its limits, But ought 
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the council to balance one instant 
between the fate of the republic, 
and that of such men? The direc- 
tors having pointed out the means 
of saving it, expected, they said, 
that the council would do its duty. 
It ought to consider itself as placed 
in an unprecedented predicament, 
andthat ordinary rules should notbe 
applied to extraordinary cases ; un- 
less, therefore, it intended to sur- 
render to the enemy, it should no 
longer procrastinate, but embrace 
the opportunity of the remaining 
moments to deliver France from 
the dangers impending over it, 
and which, if not instantly remo- 
ved, would cause its unavoidable 
destruction. 

The meaning of this message was 
well understood by both parties in 
the assembly: but the’ resolution 
with which the determined conduct 
of the directors had inspired their ad- 
hierents, seemed nowto bias down all 
opposition, After the me:sage had 
been read, Boullay Delamearth'pre- 
sented a report, in the name of the 
committee of pubtic safety, which 
had been appointed on the prece- 
ding day, that unfolded at once the 
system intended to be pursued, by 
those who had placed themselves 
at the head of the government. 
After representing the prosperous 
* situation of Trance, previously to 
the influence of the royal party, 
and the introduction of its adhe- 
rents into the councils, and’ the 
‘evils occasioned by the attempts of 
these to restore the monarchy, with 
its concomitances of priests and 
nobles, doubtless, he said, were 
those who now stand accused of a 
conspiracy, against the republic, to 
be brought before an ordinary tri- 
bunal, the conspiracy would be pro- 
nounced Teal, and the conspirators 


_emissaries of the royal party, scat- 


punished according to the rigour of 
thelaw. But let. us declare to all 
France, such were his words, that 
the triumph of the republic will not » 
occasion a single drop of blood to 
be shed, nor scaffolds of terror to be 
renewed, : 

This declaration produced the 
loud and unanimous applause of all 
parties. It quieted the apprehen- 
sions of those who trembled for 
themselves, or their friends: and 
though severe measures were expect 
ed, yet, as they did not extend to 
death, they were not accompanied 
with those ideas of cruelty, that ren- 
dered the disputes between the for- 
mer factions in France so dreadful 
and barbarous in thesight of Europe. 

He concluded his report by pro- 
ducing a series of resolutions, which 
the committee had prepared -for the 
consideration of the council, and 
recommended as necessary to be 
passed into laws at the present junc- 
ture. The number of them was 
forty: they were readily adopted, 
as being intirely consistent with 
the views of the party now predo- 
minant, 

The motives, proposed to the 
council for its acquescence, were 
that the enemies of the republic had 
manifestly followed the plan traced 
out to them in~ the instructions 
found upon Dunan, Laville, Har-, 
nois, Brottier, and Berthelot, who 
were seconded byynumbers of other 
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tered through every part of France. © 
It was specially recommended to 
these agents, to direct the opera- 
tions of the last assemblies of the 
people, primary, communal, and. 
electoral, for the choosing of a new 
third, and to make the elections fall 
upon the partisans of royalty. With” 
the exception of a small awe 
Q 


of departments, where the energy 
of the republicans frustrated their 
attempts, the elections had been 
earried in their favour, and had in- 
troduced, into official situations, 
and even into the legislative body, 


aigrants, and other chiefs of rebels. 
“hus the constitution being at- 
tacked, by those whom it had par- 
ticularly appointed for its defence, 
and against whom it had taken no 
recaution, it was become impos- 
Ss to preserve it, without recur- 
‘ting to extraordinary measures. In 
‘or er, therefore, to obviate the de- 
signs of the conspirators, to prevent 
a civil war and its fatal conse- 
quences, to heal the wounds in- 
} fiicted on the constitution since the 
late election, and to secure the li+ 
berty and the internal tranquillity 
of the nation, from such imminent 
dangers, in future, strong and vi- 
gorous resolutions should be taken, 
peculiarly adapted to the uncom- 
mon occasion that required them, 


a with forms, were never- 
eless sufficientlyjustified by indis- 
pensible necesssitv. 
On these grounds, the council 
ipproved of the resolutions laid be- 
fore it, by the committee, for its 
acceptance, By these resolutions, 
the transactions of the primary, 
communal, and electoral, assem- 
blies, in no fewer than fifty depart- 
nents, were declared illegal, the 
sons elected by them to public of« 
ces, or to seats in the legislature, 
ere compelled to resign them, and 
directory empowered to nomi- 
mt to the vacancies thence occa- 
onéd in official places. The laws 
ely enacted to'favour the royalists, 
the emigrants, and their relations, 
repealed, and those enacted 
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notorious royalists, some of them | 


and which, though not strictly ac-° 
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against them confirmed and to re- 
main in force till four years after a 
general peace. No individual was 
admitted to vote in the primary or 
electoral assemblies, till he had pre- 
viously taken the oath of hatred to 
royalty, and of fidelity to the re- 
public and the constitution of the 
third year. Barthelemiand Carnot, 
members of the executive directory, 
eleven members of the council of 
elders, forty-two members of the 
council of fivé hundred, with ten 
other persons, were sentenced to 
transportation abroad, to any place 
appointed by the directory; and 
their property to be sequestered till 
their arrival at the place of exiie, 
when,the directory should be authoe 
rised to supply them, out of théir ef= 
fects, with the means of subsistence. 
All individuals inscribed upon the 
list of emigrants, and who had not 
obtained their erasement, were 
warned to leave the territory of the 
republic in fifteen days: after the ex- 
piratiou of which, if found upon it, 
they were to be tried before a mili- 
tary tribunal, and the sentence pro- 
nounced upon them to be executed 
within twenty-four honrs. Thelate 
law, recalling the banished priests, 
was revoked, and the directory in- 
vested with the power of ordering 
those priests to be transported, who 
disturbed the public tranquillity. 
Ecclesiastics, authorised toremain in 
the territory of the republic, were 
required to take the oath of hatred 
to royalty, and of fidelity to the re- 
public. Every person officially bound 
to enforce the execution of the laws 
relating to the emigrants and priests, 
and who either prevented or impe- 
ded them, was to suffer two years 
imprisonment in irons. No juries 
whatever were to enter upon the 
exercise of their fanctions, till they 
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had taken the oath of hatred to roy- 
alty, and fidelity to the republic. 


They were not, in the first twenty- 


four hours atter their meeting, to 
pronounce a verdict, unless unani- 
mous. Ifafter that space of time 
they declared that they could not 
decide unanimously, the decision of 
the majority was to be valid. Jour- 
nals and other public papers were 
placed, fora year, under the inspec- 
tion of the police, which might, by 
its own authority, prehibit their 
publication. The law was repealed 
that prohibited societies wherein 
political questions were discussed : 
but every society, in which princi- 
ples inimical to the constitution of 
the third year were professed, was to 
be shut up, and the members of it, 
asserting suck principles, to be prose- 
cuted. The laws recently enacted, 
relatively to the establishment and 
organization of the national guard, 
were abrogated, and the power of 
putting a commune in a state of 
siege, lately taken from the direc- 
tory, was restored to it. The de- 
crees enacting the banishment of 
the Bourbons, including the widow 
of Orleans, and the confiscation of 
their effects, were confirmed, and 
all: provisions to, the contrary res- 
cinded; the directory was empow-~ 
ered to fix the place of their exile, 
and to allow them, out of their 
estates, a sufficiency to maintain 
them. 

Such wete the principal resol :- 
tions adupted by the council of five 
hundred, in their sitting of the fifth 
of September. They put an effec- 
tual stop to all the efforts that had 
- been clandestinely prepared by the 
opposition; and frustrated, at once, 
all the expectations ofits adherents, 
Its chiefs ‘and leaders, who were all 
men of courage and capacity, being 
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thus unexpectedly seized, the body, 
of which they were the head, was 
rendered instantly incapable of ac-_ 
tion. Whatever organization’ it 
might have previously received, the 
boldness as well as the suddenness 
of the blow, struck by their more | 
active and expéditious . enemies, 
seemed to. have wholly deprived. 
them of spirit and energy. 

Among the members of the le- | 
gisiature, thus deprived of their | 
liberty, were, besides Barthelemi A 
and Carnot, two persons “of noted 
talents, general Pichégru, Boissy 
d’Anglas, ~ Dumelard, Gilbert, Des-— 
molieres, Villaret Joyouse, a naval 
officer of great merit, Pastoret, 
Vaublanc, Troncon Ducaudfat, 
‘These were all men of conspicuous 
resolution and abilities. Cochon, 
late minister of the police, and ge- 
neral Miranda, who had figured in 
the army, were also in the list of 
prisoners, So vigilant and deter- 
mined had been the conduct of the 
three directors, who assumed the 
supreme power on this critical oc 
casion, that not one person remain=— 
edat large, of all their opponents, of | 
sufficient consideration hice them | 
disquietude. On the representa- 
tions of some of their friends in 
the council, Thibaudeau, Doulert, 
and four other of their colleagues, 
who had been arrested, were set at 
liberty. But these were the only 
persons in whose favour any soli- 
citations, however ardently urged, 
could prevail upon the council to 
shew any farther Jenity. 


a 


own security, and that of their 
party, the next step, of which the 
three directors .saw the immedia 
necessity, was to fill up the place 
vacant. in their own office. To this 
intent they sent a message, on the 
sixth 


sixth of September, to the council 
of five hundred, from whom they 
now had no reason to apprebend 
_achoiceof men not entire ly, devoted 
_to their'views. Out of the list of 
‘names, )presented by, the council 
of five hundred to that of elders, 
the two, persons selected by these 
were Mevlinand Francois de Neuf- 
chateau, both men of tried fidelity 
to their: party, and conspicuously 
attached to republican principles. 
An oligarchy now reigned in 
_ France, under the auspices and 
protection of the army. | The ex- 
_ periment of establishing a common- 
wealth in France had been, made 
without success, National repre- 
_ sentation, a republic, and liberty, in 
_ France, were found to be mere 
~ chimeras. 
The council of five hundred, from 
_ which.the republican party had now 
expelled so many formidable adver- 
“jBaries, thought it necessary to delay 
Bo longer a formal avowal to the 
_-nation, of the conformity, of its sen- 
_timents to, those of the generality. 
On the twenty-first of [ructidor, 
(seventh of Sepiember) it issued an 
address to the departments, and to 
~ ithe armies, which ‘contained, in 
Imitation of the directorial addresses 
_ to the public, a circumstantial de- 
" * tail .of such particulars as were 
* judged tne most likely to make an 
impression fayourabie to the cause 
_ +of the predominant party. Those 
ie framed this address were evi- 
pepently actuated by the most violent 
himosity to theirantagonists, whose 
istcoions they Jaboured to repre- 
Ht in the most atrocious light. 
Se, explicitly charged them with 
the resolutian to assassinate every 
es whom they suspected of repub- 
Br csnincs 3 to light up the flames of 
ivi War ; fo destroy internal safety, 
+g - 


‘ 
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by intercepting all necessary com- 
munications, and infesting the roads 
in every part of the country. These 
iniquitousdesigns were to have been 
executed by means of a society, 
formed and organized under the 
denomination of legitimate sons. 
The first principle of this .society 
was the most absolute and blind 
devotion of its members to the or- 
ders. they were to receive from 
chiefs they were nottoknow They 
began by seduction, bribery, and 
delusiow, These were the instru- 
ments employed to pervert those in 
whom they vested the rights and 
duties of the election of, national 
representatives. Thus it was that 
members were chosen whose only 
recommendation was their hatred 
of the republic, and their determi- 
nation to useall ‘endeavours to sub- 
vert it. From the machinations 
of men of this description, and from 
the wicked intrigues of the emssa- 
ries of royalism in all the depart- 
ments, proceeded the difficulties and 
embarrassments so grievously expe- 
rienced by government. From the 
brightest hopes the public was sink 
ing to despondency. National cre- 
dit had taken consistency ; the cre- 
ditor was about to be paid; salaries 
were discharged in currency; but, 
suddenly, penury and misery burst 
forth. The inscriptions, which were 
atforty, fell toten ; thearmies were 
left without pay and without cloth- 
ing. Alarmedat these appearances, 
the friends to the republicassembled - 
to confer tagether, but through the 
royal party in the legislature, the 
right of meeting was interdicted : 
they reclaimed their rights, but were 


-accusedof sedition: they complained 


of assassinations, but were told that 
revenge was lawful, A counter- 
yeyolution was preparing, but, fore 
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86] 
tunately, the conspirators betrayed 
themselves. They could not con- 


ceal the pride they took in the name 
of royalists, nor the contempt in 
which they held the republicans. 
They were hasiening to the exe- 
cution of their projects with undis- 
sembled alacrity, and confidence of 
success, and were actually at the 
very eve of entering upon it, when 
the vigilance and penetration of 
‘government discovered their inten- 
tions. 

“Tn the méan time, the armies of 
the republic, so ungenerously neg- 
lected, and: ill-treated, resolved to 
do thernselves, and the nation, that 
justice for which they had in vain 
petitioned. They had come forward 


with a determination that struck 


the conspirators with awe, and re- 
animated the friends of the re- 
public. They boldly exposed the 
perfidy of its internal foes, and in- 
sisted on their punishment. Roused 
by the spirit and fidelity of the 
armies, the executive power as- 
sumed fresh vigour. It felt the 
necessity of employing every pos~ 
sible exertion, and of embracing, 
without hesitation, all the means 
that offered, to saye the constitu- 
tion from the imminent ruin that 
threatened it, and which was hourly 
approaching. “The task was truly 
difficult and hazardous. Protected 
by forms that militated in favour of 
their projects, a faction of perfidi- 
ous legislators was labouring to un- 
dermine tbat constitution, under 


_ pretence of guarding it from inno- 


vations, and of restricting every 
part of government within its own 
limits; but these were evidently 
become too narrow for the zeal 
and activity now wanted from every 
quarter whence it could be pro- 
cured. The state called for the 
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immediate help of all that were 
able to oo-operate in its salvation. 
“« On these just and laudable prin- 
ciples were founded the fortunate 
measures that preserved the repub-= 
lic: nor were they adopted till it 
was on the point of perishing: so 
scrupulously aversewereits warmest 
friends to deviate from established 
rules, till they found themselves 'un- 
der the compulsion of inevitable 
and dire necessity to break through 
them, for the undeniable and mani- 
fest good and service of the state, 


-which could not have been saved 


by any other means. Escaped from 
perdition, through the protection of 
Providence, and the resolution of 
those who were its instruments, on 
this critical emergency, the re- 
public was now at liberty to act 
without the impulse of terror, and 
to display sentiments of ‘humanity 
that would dignify its character, 
and render it respectable to its most 
virulent enemies. Instead of exer- 
cising that vengeance it might law- 
fully have done, upon men, who, 


had they succeeded in their designs, 


would have shewn their antagonists 
no mercy, it generously abstained 
from the infliction of all personal 
punishment. Not a drop of blood 
was shed: no act of violence com- 
mitted. Banishment alone was the 
sentence pronounced upon the guil- 
ty. They were left to their own 
remorse, and to the shame incurred 
by their criminal deeds. The go= 
vernment, which they sougat so 
ardently to destroy, was content 
with removing them to a distance, 
where they would be unable to 
prosecute their pernicious schemes. 


Such lenity, when contrasted with , — 
so much provocation, must effec 


tually silence thecalumnies of those 
who had basely represented | the 


French © 
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French as a blood-thirsty and merci- 
less people. Here was an instance 
ofthe contrary, seldom, if ever, 
precedented in the civil feuds of a- 
tions.” iy Taye 
The sequel of the address expa- 
‘tiated on the miseries that had been 
so auspiciously avoided, and the 
prosperity that would arise from the 
concord and benevolence to each 
other of families and individuals, 
while they remained firmly united in 
their attachment to the constitution, 
and their opposition to those who 
strive to sow ‘the seeds of discord 
among them, and to plunge them 
even into blood and murder. ‘* From 
the. return of ‘unanimity and confi- 
~ dence among the various classes of so- 
ciety, the most happy consequences 
would result toall France. Agricul- 
ture, industry, commerce, would, in 
a short time, be diffused through 
every part of the country, and with 
them would spring up the comforts 
_ of private life, and the splendour at- 
tending the success of public affairs. 
By the re-establishment of unteigned 
union among the French, their fo- 
reign enemies would quickly be re- 
duced to’ despair of either partition- 
_ ing France as their prey, or of sub- 
duing it to its former slavery. Ma- 
gistrates, administrators, funtiona- 
ries of all degrees, were now called 
upon by their country to exert 
themselves with peculiar diligence 
and fervour, in the stations which 
the suppression of the late conspira- 
cy would henceforth enable them to 
occupy in peace, undisturbed by 
the fear of being expelled, through 
ruffian violence, or sacrificed for 
having discharged their duty. Men 
of letters, on whom the return of 
despotism would have imposed per- 
petual silence, were now freed 
from their terrors, and empower- 
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ed to exercise the energy of their 
minds in enlightening the public, 
in defending the cause of liber- 
ty, and confuting the apologists 
of tyrants, im aiding government, 
and forming the manners of the na- 
tion.” 

Such were the ideas which the 
framers of the address, decreed by 
the council of five hundred, endea- 
voured to impress on: the people of 
France. It was carefully distri- 
buted in every department, and 
in every division of the army, and 
received with great approbation and 
applause by all the friends of the 
republic, and of republican princi- 
ples, not only in Frrnce, ~but in 
every part of Europe. They con- 
curred in asserting both the reality 
of the conspiracy, and the indis- 
pensable necessity of recurring to the 
means that were used to suppress it. 
Every proof of its existence had, 
they asserted, been adduced, that 
could in reason and equity be ex- 
pected, and not one sound argument 
had been alleged to disprove it. 
The contest between government 
and opposition was manifest, the fa- 
yours and partialities to the royalists 
were not less visible, the influx of 
emigrants, and the boldness of their 
speeches and behaviour, the seizure 
of.treasonable papers, and the dis- 
covery of the secret agency of the 
numerous emissaries of the royal 
party : theseand other circumstances 
of the most suspicious nature suffi- 
ciently corroborated the charge 
of an attempt against the repub, 
lic, and carried conviction to the 
minds of all who were nat preju 
diced. 

The reply to these allegations was 
that the conspiracy had not been 
legally proved to be real, ina court 
of justice; that the individuals ac- 
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cused; positively denied the charge ; 
<nd that to pass sentence upon them, 
wy hont bringing them to an open 
trial, argued an apprehension that 
they would not have been. found 
guilty by an impartial jury. It was 
aio urged, that to violate the 
firms of aconstitution was to vi- 
olaie the constitution itself, of which 
those forms were designed to be the 
safeguard; and. that, ‘even allowing 
the conspiracy to haye been no fic- 
tion, af no legal qurors could be 
-brought to condemn the congspira- 
tors, he would) amount, to a,plain 
proof that the public was with them, 
and approved. of jtheir design: in 
which case they, would stand ac- 
quitted by the highest authority. 

fo théimany cevsures and invec- 
tives cast upon-the republican party, 
for its conduct on this pith 
the answer, which was generally al- 
low: ed to be the most plausible, and 
by many: reputed satisfactory, was, 
that if the conspiraters: had been 
formally tied, they must inevitably 
have been found guilty, aud con- 
demned to die: in which-case it 
woutd not have been in the power 
of government to remit te sen- 
tence. it was more humane, there- 
fore, as well as more prudent, to 
banish them; a punishmert which, 
by sparing their lives, prevented the 
edium vthat must have. been in- 
curred, ty the eftusion of so much 
bloods 

The.ineffeetual expedition of the 
French io lreland, in the month of 
December, 1796. did not put an end 
to the expectation they bad formed 
of being able to make an effectual 
impression upon that part of the 
British, empire.. On the return of 
the fleet to Prest, a proclamation 
was published, vberein the troops, 
embarked for. that service, were 
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told, that another attempt was in 
preparation, which would only be 
deferred till the return of more fae 


-vourable weather. 


Whether a_ second expedition 
avas actually intended, or that go- 
vernment meaned only to keep up 
an alarm in Great Britain; every 
appearance of such, a» design was 
maintained. Sailors and soldiers 
resorted, from varjous. quarters, to 
Brest, where general Hoche had 
fixed bis head quarters. But .the 
whole month of January, and more 
than halt of Febrvary elapsed, be- 
fore any active measures took place : 
and those ‘that. were then taken, ap- 
peared of a nature that shewed an 
intention rather to perplex the 
British ministry, than to prosecute 
any regular design. agaist’ this 
kingdom. 

“.corps of about fourteen hundred 
men was embarked in four vessels, 
three of them large frigates, which, 
sailing from Brest, stood round the 
ceast of England, and entering the 
Bristol channel, about the 20th ‘of 
Febreary, anchored. in the harbour ‘ 
ot Htracomb,, on the north of Des 
vonshire, where they skuttled se- 
veval merchantmen, and would pro-, 
bat'ly have destroyed al] the shipping 
there, had they not been apprised 
thata bedy of troops was marching. 
againstthem., This was the North 
Devon regiment of volunteers, 
commayded j|by colone Orchard. 
Leaving llfracomb, they stood-over 
to the headland off St. David's, in 
Pembrokeshive, and came to an an- 
chor in a bay near Fishguard. Here 
their troops were disembarked. But 
their landing was attended with 
great diffulty. As they were totally 
unacquainted with thecountry, they 
came ashore at a place full of rocks, 
which they were obliged to tin 

wit 


with much labour. On the twenty- 
third, their whole force being land- 
ed, they advanced into the country, 

expecting, it has been said, to be 
joined by numbers, But if such 
was their expectation, 
greatly deceived. The whole coun- 

‘try was instantly alarmed, and the 
people gathered from all parts 
‘to oppose them. In the course of 
‘the day, more than three thousand 
) men were collected, of whom seven 
hundred were w-ll trained militia. 
Lord Cawdor put himself at their 
“head, and marched directly avainst 
_ the enemy, whom he reached before 
“the setting in of night. But in- 
_ Stead of attempting either attack or 
defence, the French commander in- 
formed him, by a Jetter, brought by 
~ one of his officers, that the circum- 
yeiances, under which the French 

’ - troops were landed, rendering mi-_ 
itary operations - unnecessary, as 
they would only tend to bloodshed 

nd pillase, ail the officers under 

-him, had“ intimated their desire to 
“enter into a negeciation for a sur- 
“fender. 

_ To this message lord Cawdor re- 
plied, by requiring them immedi- 
will to surrender prisoners of war. 

ith this requisition they complied, ' 
d laid down their arms on the fol- 

% gwing day. They had no field- 

_e with them, but brought a 
nantity of powder and ball, suffici- 

t to load seventy carts. One half 

of them were picked veterans, but 
= other consisted, according to 
t, of galley-slaves, and others 

the like sort, taken out of prison 
6n condition of their engaging in 
thisatempt. ‘heir ragged appear- 
ce fully countenanced this surmise, 

Ss the first object that occupied 
them, on their landing, was to pro- 
- Vide themselves with clothes where- 
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eyer they could find any. Various 
motives were assigned for this un- 
dertaking, Whatever they _might 
be, those who were employed in it, 
had only their own prowess and ex 
ertions to rely upon for success,.as 
the ships that brought them, took 
their departure as soon as the de- 
barkation was completed, leaving 
them entirely to the chances and 
protection of their own fortune. 
The most probable of the several 
opinions, formed upon this subject, 
seems that which ascribes to the 
French governmenta determination 
to prove the practicability of eifecting 
a landing in England, notwithstand- 
ing the numerous fleets that guard 
its coasts. Ina trial of this imports 
ance they were willing to risk the 
handful of men that were sent 
to make it. They might not, 
however, imagine that they would 
so readily yield to the first sum- 
mons, and possihly hoped that they 
would be able to occasion much 
confusion before they were subdued. 

While the French were thus 
vainly endeavouring to carry the 
war into the British dominions in 
Europe, the arms of England were 
more successfully employed against 
the possessions of their Spanish allies 
in the West Indies. An expe- 
dition was planned, and took place 
in February, against Trinidad, an 
island ‘of consequence on the 
northern coast of South Ameri- 
ca. The land forces were under 
the comnaand of general’ Aber- 
cromby, and the squadron under 
that of admiral Harvey. The Spa- 
niards, in expectation of an attack, 
had collected a naval force for their 
defence. It consisted of four ships 
of the line, besides frigates, and lay 
at anchor in a bay, protected by 
strong batteries, On the sixteenth 


of 
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of February, admiral: Harvey ar- the Spaniards were not in a con- — 
+ived, with the British squadron, and dition to make any effectual resist~ 
immediately resolved to attack it. ance. General Ahercromby landed — 
But, during that night, which pre- his forces, and having made himself _ 
ceded. the intended attack,- the master ofthe principal town, with 
Spanish ships casually took fire, and little opposition, the Spanish gover- — 
all were consumed but one, which nor surrendered the whole island by 4 
was captured. Afier this disaster, capitulation. : 
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an Tne ffectual Expedition of the English against the Spanish Island of Porto- 


te 


Rico.—Transactions in the West Indies —Favouralle to the English, loth 


ty Sea and Land.— Great Preparations against England, in the Ports of 


Holland and Spain.—Spanish Fleet defeated ty an English Squadron 
greatly inferior in Strength and Numbers, under the Command of Ad- 


- miral Sir John Jervis.—Other gallant Exploits of this Squadron.—Un- 
fortunate Attempt of the English on the Island of Teneriffe.—Dutch Ar- 


-mament destined, as was supposed, against England.— Puts to Sea, under 
order to join the French Fleet at Brest.—Encountered, dnd after an obsti- 


nate Engagement defeated with great Loss, by an English Squadron un- 


* der Admiral Duncan.—Yet Preparations still continued in Appearance, 
by the French, for an Invasion of England.—Calamities brought on the 


Dutch by their Junction with the French. 
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‘WO months after the reduction 
4 of Trinidad, an expedition 
‘was undertaken against the island of 
‘Porto Rico. The Spanish privateers, 
from this’ place, were numerous, 


and’ greatly annoyed the British 
_ trade in the 


West Indies. The 
planters had repeatedly recom- 
mended an attack of this island, the 
«apture of which they represented 


_as of the highest utility, as it would 


not only deprive the Spaniards of 
an important possession, but clear 


the navigation from the windward to” 


the leeward islands, from much of 


_ the danger attending it. Admiral 


' seventeenth of April. 


Harvey and general, Abercromby 


_ willingly undertook, for these rea- 
sons, to perform soessentiala service. 


They sailed accordingly for Porto- 
Rico, where they arrived on the 
The whole 
‘morthern coast of this island being 
bounded by a reef, it was with 


much difficulty that a narrow chan- 
nel was discovered, through which 
the lighter vessels, with the troops, 
were able to effect their passage 
into a small bay, Here these landed, 
and advanced immediately towards 
the town. But the approaches to 
it were'so strongly fortified, and de- 
fended by so many batteries, that it 
was found impossible to make any 
impression upon them, with the in- 
considerable artillery that had with 
great exertions been brought ashore. 
An attempt was made to bombard 
the town ; but this proved, on ac- 
count of the distance, totally im- 
practicable. 
fore, that no endeavours, however 
vigorous, could surmount these ob- 
stacles, and that no combined efforts 
of the sea and land force could in 
any manner be effectual in the pre- 
sent circumstances, it was judged 
adyisable to desist from the at- 

tempt, 


It appearing, there- | 


92} 
tempt. The loss of men upon this 
ovcision, notwithstanding the supe- 
miority of the enemy, was small, and 
the troops reimbarked without any 
moresiation. 


. The Freweh were, in ther-aean 
: tine, making preparations; in their 


islands, to attack some of those 
belomgmg to the English, which. 
these had'taken from? them. | As the’ 


forces, which they intended to em- 

ploy, consisted of a numerous ‘pro- 
portion of blacks, it wds proposed 
by the British commander-in-chiefof 


the land ‘forces, general Abercrom-' i 


by, conformally to his instruct! ions, 
that a large body af negroes should 
‘be? taises, sh ‘forded Tuto regi- 
ments, for’ the’ protection of ‘the 
British islands.’ "But ‘this proposal 


was ‘highly disapproved by the ré=" 


presemtative bodics of the inhabit- * 
ants, who unanimously concurred 

in condensing the measure, as fall 
of danger, The emancipationvof tie 
negroes, in the krencly islands, had 
filled those in the English’ with san- 
guike expectation that! they-woctd 
beplaced on the same footings ‘They 
were greatly dissatisfied at their dis- 
appomtment, and their dissatis- 
faction was daily heightened, through 
the communication they maintained, 
by various means, with the French 
negroes, who warmly solicited them 
to procure their freedom through 
force, as they would net obtain - at 
otherwise, While such apprehens 
sions linng over the planters; they 
could by no arguments be prevailed 
uponieput arms into the hands of the 
negroes, whom they ‘considered as 
much readier to attack their. masters, 
than to protect them. 

The preparotions made by the 
French, against the English, were of 
little effect: 11 ey landed a body of 
picked men at Anguilla, a small 
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island, wheré meeting with no re 
sistance, from its defenceless situa- 
tion, they committed great ravages. . j 
dappily for the inhabitants, captain 
Barton, of. the’ Lapwing frigate, 
being apprized of their danger, 
sailed immediately’ to their relief. 
On his’ approach, the French re- 
embarked':, but their, shipping, was 
attacked, and totally destroyed, and 
the’ whole of their land and © sea 
force either killed -or taken.” (This 
happened in the latter part ‘of 1706. 
I hn’ the commencement of the follow- 
ing year, they. preparcd’ for’ other at- 
tempts! but whether from the dis- 
couragement, ” ‘occasioned by ‘this 
check, ot that, they were not ih suf 
fipient réadiness, they remained in- 
active. till ‘the ensuing June, when; 
instead of making any . of ‘their 
threatened attacks upon ‘the islands 
in possession of the English, 2 § 
confined their exertions toOSt! 
mingo, «where they ace eres 3 


oo 


those French’ planters that Had put 
themselves under the protection of 
Great Britain, or were possessed: by 
the British troops. They laid siege, 
in the menth of Aprilyto Trois, a 
strong post recently taken fromthem, 
Captain Rickets, of the Magicienne, 
came fortunately: to its assistance, 
and attacked the ships and transports, 
Jaden with ammunition and*neces- 
saries for carrying onthe siege: they 
were all taken, and the besiegers on 
shore, thus deprived of the supplies 
they wanted, were, by the united 
fre fromthe garrison and/the British 
frigate, driven from their position, 
and compelled to abandon the at- 
tempt: 

Some. days before this repulse, 
general. Rigaud, commander of the 
republican forces, resolved’ ta’ make ~ i 
au attempt upen the furt of oe a 

he 
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the retaking of which was con- Churchill hastened, by forced march- 
, ‘sidered as a matter of importance. es, to their relief. ‘The enemy had 
_ He selected for this purpose twelve taken possession of the fort and dis- 
~~ hendred of his best troops, and as- . trictof Mirebalais, which afforded _ 
ee saulted it with the utmost fury. The them great advantages in the prose~ 
Bet garrison did uot consist, at this junc- cution of the siege. Expecting the 
_- ture, of more than‘fifty men: but English general would attempt the 
they made so determined and skilful. retaking it, they posted atarge body 
__adefence, that after being thricere- on bis way. but as soon as he had 
pulsed, and returning as often tothe been joined by a sufhicient reinforce. 
bY charge, the enemy, was obliged to ment, to cope with their numbers, 
ae draw off to a distance, in order to he attacked them with suck resola- 
recover himself before another re- tion, that. they were immediately 
“newal of the attack. But, inthe broken, and fled with the utmost 
mean while, a reinfurcement of precipitation. The siege of St. 
some hundred men came to the as- .Mark had, in the mean while, Decm 
sistance of the garrison, and forcing carried on with much vigour, and 
their way through the assailants, en-* some of the out-works bad beex 
tered the fort. Thus strengthened, taken: but this deieat encouraged 
the garrison sallied out, upon the the'garrison to so resolute 4 defeuwr, 
besiegers, who were driven to a that it disconcerted all their mea- 
distance; but gaining possession of sures, and they were Criven irom 
an eminence, they madeastand,and this place, on the arrival of the wie~ 
through the great superiority of their torious troops, with very considers 
numbers, maintained their position able loss. 
_ some days: when receiving a fresh The transactions in the West in- 
supply of men, they again proceeded dies, during the remainder of the 
_ to Trois, intending a regular siege. year, were remarkably favourable to 
> It was then that captain Rickets the English, both) at sea and land. 
| opportunely arrived, and totally Numbers of the enemy"s armed 
‘completed the defeat of the ene- ships were taken, and Jictle damage 
\ my, after losing a thousand of their done to the English trade. the 
> choicest troops. They sustained French were not either in the dis- 
~ another defeat, about the same time, “position or in force to execute any 
om colonel Deysources, who at- . plan against the English possessions. 
tacked and carried several posts and In Europe the expectations of the 
» , Works of great strength.and conse- French bad been highly rased, by. 
/. quence, and routed a large body of the, great preparations made against 
“the enemy, part of tie army under England, in the ports of Holiand 
_ the command of their principal ge- and of Spain. Im this kingdom, 
_neral, Toussaint. their influence over the ministry 
~ Inthe month of June ensuing, the ‘was such, that they procured the 


|: French laid siege to the town of St; 
| Mark,aplaceofconsequence,detend- 
_ éd bya body of those French p'ant- 
~ ers that had joined the English, and 

‘by a small number of these. As 


_ they were.closely pressed, general 
-» 


equipment of a very large number 
of ships, to act conjoinUy with their 
remaining strengtliatsea, agalist that 
of England, which they boped would 
find it extremely .difneuit to make 
head against so vast an accessiNo of 


furce 


‘ 
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force to France. Conformably to 
the plans of the French and Spanish 
ministers, the most considerable part 
of the Spanish navy was to have 
éffected a junction with the French 
fleet at Brest; and, after being 
joined by a numerous squadron of 
Dutch ships of war, they were to 


have put forth all together to sea, 


to the amount of more than se- 
venty sail of the line; a strength 
which, they entertained sanguine 
hope, would prove more than suf- 
ficent to support effectually the ex- 
ecution of their designs against the 
British dominions. 

In the list ef the Spanish fleet, 
intended for Brest, were six of one 
hundred and twelve guns, and one of 
a hundred and thirty-six, esteemed 
the largest vessel in Europe ; of the 
other ships composing this formida- 
able armament, two were of cighty- 
four, and eighteen of seventy-four 
guns: but they were manned by an 
imconsiderable proportion of sea- 
men. The Spanish ministry had 
Tmagined, that this deficiency might 
be remedicd by the substitution of 
a number of expert: artillery-men ; 
but even of these there was not a 
sufficiency procured to encounter 
the skill and activity of the British 
seamen. 

The officer pitched upon for the 

‘command of the squadron, desti- 
ned to act against this great force, 
was admiral Jervis, whose naval 
abilities had been conspicuously dis- 
played on many preceding occasions, 
and who was accompanied by other 
officers of such distinguished merit, 
that no doubt was entertained, by 
the public, that, notwithstanding the 
vast superiority of strength and num- 
bers, on the part of the Spaniards, 

they 
tle’to the British officers and sea- 


would’not prove equal in bat=, 


men. The squadron, under the 
command ofadmiral Jervis, amount- 
ed to no more than fifteen ships of 
the line, and some frigates. He 
was cruizing off Cape St. Vincent,: 
on the coast of Portugal, when he 
received intelligence of the Spanish 
fleet’s approach, and he prepared 
immediately for battle. On the 
fourteenth of February, at the dawn 
of day, it was discovered, amounting 
to twenty-seven sail of the line. By 
carrying a press of sail, he closed in 
with the enemy’s fleet before it had 
time to connect, and form into a 
regular order of battle. Such a 
moment, to speak his own words, 
was not to be lost : confiding in the 
skill, valour, and discipline, of his 
officers and men, and conscious of 
the necessity of acting with ur- 
common resolution on this critical 
occasion, he formed a line, with 
the utmost celerity, in order to pass 
through the enemy’s fleet, and hav- 
ing completely effected his design, 
he thereby separated one-third of it 
from the main body, and by a vigor- 
ous cannonade compelled it to re- 
main to leeward, and prevented its 
rejunction with the centre till the 
evening. After having thus broken 
through the enemy’s line, and, by 
this daring and fortunate measure, 
diminished his force from twenty- 
seven ships to eighteen, it was per- 
ceived that the Spanish admiral, in 
order to recover his superiority, 
was endeavouring to rejoin the ships 
separated from him, by wearing 
round the rear of the British lines ; 
but commodore Nelson, who was 
in the rear-most ship, directly wore 
and prevented his intention, by 
standing towards him. He had 
now to’encounter the Spanish ad- 
miral of one hundred and thirty-six 
guns, aided by two others, each of 

them 


| 
| 
| 
! 


| 80 unequal an encounter, 
| up in compact order, not doubt- 
_ ing of vigorous efforts, on the part 
} of the enemy, to retake his lost 
| vessels: but the countenance and 


| position of the British squadron 


- 


4 


~ 80 powerfully reinforced, did not 
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“them three deckers: he was happily 


relieved from this dangerous posi- 
tion, by the coming up of two ships » 


to his assistance, which detained the 
Spanish admiral, and his seconds, 
till he was attacked by four other 
_ British ships ; when, finding that he 
could not execute his design, he 
made the signal for the remainder 
of his fleet to form together for 
their defence. The British admiral, 
before they could get into their sta- 
tions, directed the rear-most of 
them, some of which were en- 
tangled with each other, to be at- 


| tacked. This was dene with so 


much judgement and spirit, that 
four of them were captured, one 
of which struck to his own ship. 
In the mean time, that part of the 
Spanish fleet which had been sepa- 
rated from its main body had nearly 
rejoined it, with four other ships, 


- two of which were not in the en- 

gagement. This was a strength, 
"more than equal to that which re- 
_ mained of the British squadron, fit, 


after so severe a contest, for a fresh 


| ‘action. Had it been renewed, the 


_ Spamiards had still thirteen ships 
unhurt, while of the fifteen, of 
which the British squadron con- 
sisted, every one had suffered in 
It drew 


_was such, that the Spanish, though 


_ dare to come into close action. Its 
fire was distant and ineffectual, and 


~ it left the British squadron to move 


leisurely off with the four captured 
_ vessels, two of them carrying one 


) ‘hundred and twelve guns, one 


eighty-four, and the other seventy= 


[os 


four. The slain and wounded, ow 
board of these, before they struck, 
amounted to six hundred, and on | 
board of the British squadron toe 
half that number. The amount 
of the killed and wounded 11 the 
other Spanish ships was computed 
equal to that in those that were 
taken. 

The superiority of naval skill, dis- 
played in this celebrated action, 
sttuck all Europe with astonishment. 
Nothing less indeed could have pro= 
cured.a victory over an enemy so 
much superior in strength and num- 
bers, and no ways deficient in cou- 
rage. The people in Spain were 
loud in their complaints, that their 
countrymen were impressed inte-a 
service for which they were un- 
qualified, and against a nation with 
which they had no reason to guar= 
rel. The upper classes, and the 
government itself, were looked up- 
on, by the generality, as acting 


_ under constraint: but the remon= 


strance of the recent victories of 
the French, over their best treops 
and commanders, and of the danger 
to which the monarchy had beea 
exposed, effectually silenced all de- 
grees of men, while the majority 
bore, with secret indignation, the 
ignominy of a yoke which they 
were ashamed to avow., The an- 
cient and noble kingdom of Spain 
was, at this time, ina situation not 
more humiliating than odd and 
whimsical. The Spaniards, in ge- 
neral, detested the French, and par-~ 
ticularly the French infidels: the 
throne of Spain was occupied by 
the second -branch of the house of 
Bourbon ; and which, in-i792, had 
manifested an anxious’ solicitude for 
the life of Lewis XVI. yet the 
king and people of Spain were 
leagued with the regicides rue 

the 
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the Austrians and English, their old 
as well as natural friends and allies. 
The advantages, it might naturally 
be supposed, must have been great, 
that seduced them into so strangé a 
situation. By no means! They 
got nothing but hard blows from 
the British navy. r 

The gratitude of the public, in 
England, to those brave officers and 
men, who had won so extraordinary 
and unprecedented a victory, was 
expressed with a warmth and ex- 
ultation that had not been felt for 
many years. All classes and bodies 
of the community were eager to 
testify the sense they entertained of 
the very uncommon merit of the 
admiral who had performed so im- 
portant a service, at a time when 
it was so needful, and who had 
thereby reflected so much glory on 
the national character. To the just 
applauses of the public, govern- 
ment added the honours of the 
peerage, by creating him Earl of 
St. ‘Vincent, in order to perpetuate, 


together with his name, the memory— 


of this splendid action. 

The vanquished fleet withdrew 
to Cadiz, whither it was immediate- 
ly followed by the victors, who 
blocked it up in so close a manner, 
that not one of the numerous ships 
of force, belonging to Spain, in that 
capacious harbour, durst venture out 
beyond the reach of the many power- 
ful batteries erected for its defence. 
Here the British squadron continued 
in sight of the place, and in command 
of all the neighbouring’seas ; taking 
numbers of the enemy’s vessels, and 
performing many gallant actions. 
The two most-remarkable we shall 
relate. An attempt was made, inthe 
night of the third of July, to bom- 
bard the city of Cadiz. Commodore 
Nelson conducted this bold enter- 


prize with his usual dexterity and 
spirit. The imperfect success that 
attended it; was owing to the bad 


condition of the mortar-piece, em-> _ 


ployed upon this occasion, which 
was entirely damaged by continual 
use. The Spaniards having armed, 
and manned, with their bravest sea- 
men and soldiers, a number of large 
boats and launches, sallied out of 
the harbour upon the English. The 
conflict was obstinate, and both sides 
behaved with great valour. The 
commanding oflicer of the Spaniards, 
Don Miguel Tyrasom, attacked the 
commodore with the utmost resolu- 
tion, and, though. taken, dd not 
yield until, out of twenty-seven men 
tn his barge, eighteen were killed, 
and himself, and all the others, 
wounded. It was not till after a 
long and desperate defence that 
the Spaniards were driven back 
into the harbour. 

Two nights ‘after this action, 
another bombardment was attempt- 
ed, with more success. Commodore 
Nelson, who, to use the expression 
of admiral Jervis, was always pre- 
sent in the most arduous enterprizes, 
had again the command of this. 
Advancing with the bomb-vessels, 
as near to the shore as it was prac- 
ticable, he threw into the town, and 
among the shipping in the harbour, 
a large number of shells that-did 
considerable execution upon both. 
Ten of the largest men of war were 
obliged to warp out of their range, 
and the townspeople fled in great - 
numbers, The effects produced by 
this bombardment had been so dee 
trimental tothe enemy, that another 
was shortly after intended, and the 
preparations completed, when its 
execution was prevented by the 
viol_nce of the wind, that continued 
somewhile to. blow out of the har- 

bour, 


* 


- 


- 


_ ‘bour, and obstructed the approach 
of any shipping. This third en- 
terprige was also’ to have been 
conducted by commodore Nelson, 
through whose activity and enter- 


- without some equally resolute and 
' well-concerted endeavours to annoy 
) theenemy, , 

___ Ithad appeared, in the mean time, 
_ from a variety of intelligence, that 
| the situation of the town of Santa 
) Cruz, in the island of Teneriffe, 

' was such as authorised -an effort to 
_ take possession of it. Could this 
have been effected, it certainly must 
~ have proved a very valuable acqui- 
sition: such being the general opi- 

‘nion, an expedition was resolved 
upon against this celebrated island. 
} The command of it was given to 
) admiral Nelson, recently promoted 
Ie to that rank, who arrived at the 
} place of his destination the twenty- 

Bfourth of July, and immediately 

_ prepared to carry his orders into 

execution. His force consisted of 
~ four ships of the line, and.three fri- 
_ gates. Ashe intended to surprize the 
ensmy, the attack was deferred till 
night. At eleven, about a thousand 
“4 hosen men were embarked in the 
“boats belonging to the syuadron: 
ey proceeded without being dis- 
covered, till they were within less 
|, tha gun-shot of the Mole, stretch- 

/ ing from the town into the sea. 
ee heir approach being perceived, 
' the alarm-bells were rung, and a 
| it emendous fire opened upon them 
from all the batteries, extending 
along the platforms in front of the 
n. “The night was so dark, that 


only five of the boats could find the 
| Mole, A body of five hundred 

men was stationed upon it, for its 
fence. ‘These the soldiers and 
ilors, landing from the boats, at= 
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prizing disposition few days passed. 
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tacked and dispersed, on: the. first 
onset: but such a fire of musketry 
and grape shot was kept up from 
the citadel and houses at the head 
of the Mole, that they could not 
advance, and nearly all of them were 
either killed or wounded. This 
first division was commanded by 
admiral Nelson, in person, having 
under him captains Bowen, Thom- 
son, and Freemantle. The boat in 
which was captain Bowen, with 
a chosen part of his ship’s company, 
never -reached ,the shore: it was 
sunk by a cannon shot, and they all 
perished. The Fox cutter was 
lost in the same manner, with nearly 
one hundred: men. 

The other division, under the 
command: of captains Trowbridge, 
Hood, Millar, and Waller, landed 
at the south of the citadel, making 
their way through a raging surt 
that stove all their boats, and wettcd 
all their ammunition. Notwith- 
standing these difficulties, they pas= 
sed over the walls and batteries, and 
penetrated to the great square of 
the town, where, having formed to 
the number of about four hundred 
men, they marched towards the 
citadel, but found it tdo strong for 
them to attack with any hope of 
succéss., Captain Trowbridge, in 
the mean time, was informed, by ~ 
prisoners taken, that there were 
eight thousand Spaniards, assisted 
by a hundred French. with five, 
field-pieces, preparing to attack 
them. Seeing the impossibility of 
receiving aid from the ships, he 
sent captain Hood with a message 
to the Spanish governor, titat if he 
would allow him freely and with- 
out molestation to embark his peo-. 
ple, and furnish him with boats 
for that purpose, in the stead of 
those that had been stoven, the 

{Hj squadron 
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squadron before the town would 
not molest it. On the governor’s 
replying to this message, by requi- 
ring that they should surrender pri- 
soners of war; captain Hood an- 
swered, that he was directed to tell 
him, that if the terms he had prof- 
fered were not instantly accepted, 
the town would be fired, and the 
English attack the Spaniards at the 
point of the bayonet. On this 
resolute declaration, the governor 
thought, it prudent to comply with 
-the terms offered to him, and 
captain Trowbridge marched with 
his men, colours flying, to the 
head of the Mole, where they em- 
barked in their remaining boats, 
and in others furnished by the Spa- 
niards. The humane and generous 
behaviour of the Spanish governor, 
Don Juan Antonio Gutturez, on this 
occasion, well deserves to be com- 
memorated. As soon as the terms 
were agreed to, he directed the 
wounded English to be received 
into the hospitals, and the others 
to be supplied with alf the provi- 
sions that could be procured, and 
gave permission to the ships to send 
ashore and purchase the refresh- 
ments they wanted, while they re- 
mained off the island. — 

In this manner, terminated an 
unfortunate expedition, which cost 
the lives of numbers of the bravest 
men in this squadron. Among the 
wounded was admiral Nelson, who 
Jost his right arm. Never did the 
policy of courts exercise a severer 
sway over the real interests of na- 
tions, than when the Spanish nation, 
capable still of the noblest senti- 
ments, was dragged, against its 
will, into a war with another na- 
tion, equally generous, and also its 
most natural ally and friend. ‘The 
igoffensive manner in which the 


Spaniards waged war with Englands 
on the whole, chiefly by manifestoes 
and military preparations, unequi- 
vocally pointed to the real source 
from whence their declaration of 


war, against Britain, sprung. Ifthe © 


Spanish admiral had not been sens 
sible, that there was no real animo- 
sity or rancour in the breasts of his 
countrymen, against the English, 
he would neither have dared, nor 
been inclined, to let them go so 
well way. ‘ 

The great victory of the fourteentis 
of February had, intirely, disconcert- 
ed the plan of operations formed by 
the three allied powers. The hope 
of uniting, into one body, the fleets 
of France, Spain, and Holland, was 
now frustrated, and it remained for 
the Batavian republic to second 
the designs of the French, in the 
manner they had proposed. The 
naval preparations in Holland were 
extraordinary, and far surpassed any 
that had been made since the grand 
alliances against France, at the close 
of the last, and the beginning of 
the present century, Though not 
so numerous as the Spanish fleet, 
lately defeated, it was incomparably 
better manned. Both the officers 
and ships companies were excellent 
seamen, and no doubt was enters 
tained that the contest, between 
them and the English, would be 
extremely obstinate. The remem- 
brance of the many hard fought 
battles between the English gad 
the Dutch, in former days, and of 
the several successes obtained by 
these, was studiouslyrevivedthrough- 
out the several provinces. Europe 
itself was disposed to look upon. the 
Dutch as more formidable rivals, at 
sea, to the English than the French, 
whose character for. naval skill and 
prowess was decidedly considered 


as 
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as inferior to that of either of the two 
other people. But a circumstance 
that inclined the generality to think 
more highly of the English, than 
of the Dutch, was the number of 
successful engagements in which 
the former had recently displayed 


’ the superiority of their valour and 


experience. They had now waged a 
three years active and vigorous war, 
and had constantly been victorious 
in every action. The Dutch, on 
the contrary, had remained in peace 
for a long series of years. Except- 
ing the engagement on the Dogger's 
Bank in 1781, they had met with 
no occasion to exercise their marine, 
and here only six or seven ships of 
war were employed. Laying these 


_ circumstances together, it appeared 


probable, that notwithstanding the 
bravery that might be exerted by 


_ the sea-faring natives of the seven 


provinces, still they would, in all 


dikelihood, prove inadequate to those 


of Great Britain in the arduous trial 


. 


that was approaching. 

The Batavian republic had, with 
uncommon exertions, and vast ex- 
pence, fitted out an armament, dur- 
ing the course of the summer, the 
destination of which, though not 
precisely ascertained, was imagined 
to be for Ireland, where the dis- 
contents were daily increasing, and 
the inhabitants seemed ripe for in- 
surrection. This armament con- 
sisted of four ships of seventy-four 
guns, five of sixty-eight, two of six- 
ty-four, and four of fifty-six. They 
were in the best condition, com- 
pletely manned, and provided with 
every requisite. The command was 
given to admiral De Winter, an 
officer of acknowledged merit in his 


- profession, aes of remarkable in- 


trepidity. is principles were 
notedly republican. He had ein- 


_withdrawn to. France, 
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braced that party in the civil com« 
motions, during the years 1786 and 
1787; and after its suppression, by 
the interference of Prussia, he had 
where he 
was pensioned, and met with mili- 
tary preferment. When the French 
invaded Holland, in the winter of 
1795, he accompanied them, and 
was appointed to superintend the 
re-establishment of their marine, 
which he forwarded accordingly 
with indefatigable zeal. 

As soon as the equipment of the 
above mentioned squadron was ef- 
fected, the Batavian government, 
urged by importunities of the French 
directory, gave orders for its put- 
ting immediately to sea. The in- 
tention was that it should proceed 
directly to Brest, ard join the fleet 
assembled there for a second inva- 
sion of Ireland. A body of troops 
was embarked on the Dutch squad- 
ron for this purpose, but the vigi- 
lance of the British cruizers, station- 
ed along the Dutch coast, prevent+ 
ed this plan from being carried into 
execution. They watched so nar- 
rowly the motions of the enemy. 
that it was found impracticable to 
venture out of port, without risking 
an engagement with the British 
squadron, that had lain on the coast 
of Holland during the summer, to 
block up the Texel. It was come 
manded by Admiral Duncan, a ve= 
teran officer of great valour and 
abilities. He was at this time in 
Yarmouth Roads, refitting his ships 
that had suffered from the late tem- 
pestuous weather, This induced 
the Batavian government to direct 


admiral De Wiaster to sail with ald 


expedition, haping that he might. 
anticipate the return of admiral 
Duncan, and be so far on his way 
to France, that it should not be 

(H 2) possible 
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possible to overtake him. But their 
expectation was wholly frustrated. 
It was quickly found that the Bri- 
- tish squadron could not be avoid- 
éd. Determined, however, that the 
honour of the Batavian flag should 
not suffer, by declining a contest, 
they ordered their admiral to put 
forthwith to sea, notwithstanding 
his’ remonstrances, and to rid him 
of all incumbrance, the troops on 
board ‘his squadron were disem- 
barked.” As soon as admiral Duncan 
was appiized, by the signals of his 
cruizers, that the’ Dutch were ‘out 
of port, he sailed, with all speed, 
to méct them. His squadron was 
composed of “sixteen” ships of ‘the 
Jine, remarkably ’ well-conditioned, 
and his officers and men were-in- 
ferior t6 none in the British«ser- 
vice. * 

_ He reached the coast of Holland, 
in the evening of the tenth of Oc- 
tober. . His first care was to station 
his squadron in’such a manner as 
to prevent ‘the? enemy from regain- 
ing the Texel.  Oufthe morning of 
the eleventh He was in sight of the 
Dutch® squadron, formed in a’ line 
to’ receive him, at no more than 
rine niiles distance from the land, 
lying between © Camperdown and 
Egmont. He resolved; immediately, 
to break through the enemy’s line, 
in order to’ obstruct their getting 
nearer to’ the shore. ‘This was 
speedily executed, and about twelve 
o’clotk the engagement became ge- 
‘tieral, every ship of each ‘squadron 
_ coming to action ‘with its opponent.’ 
Admiral De Winter; perceiving the 
intent of the British’ admiral, -had 
throwa out the signal ‘to unite im 
close order, the more effectually to 
oppose it; but from the thickness ~’ 
_af the smoke'it was said, his signals 
were not perceptible to all the ships 

~ i Pines ; tei 
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‘guns, and two frigates. 


‘ 


of his squadron, and only some of 
course complied with them. As 
soon as the British squadron had 
pierced through the enemy’s line, 
a close action ensued, whertin ad- 
miral Duncan’s division attacked 
the van of the Dutch, and admiral 
Onslow the rear. The ship mounted 
by the former lay near three hours 
alongside of the Dutch admnral, 
De Winter, and the conflict between 
these two brave commanders was 
remarkably obstinate, and destruc- 
tive. The latter did not strike his 
flag till all his masts went over- 
board; half of his crew was slain, 
or wounded, and it~ was utterly 
impossible to make any more re- 
sistance. The Dutch vice-admiral 
yielded to admiral Onslow, after 
he had been reduced to the same 
condition, and all the Dutch ships _ 
that struck, had defended them- 
selves with equal bravery, be- 
ing almost every one totally dis- 
abled. tet 
It'was about four in the after 
noon when the victory was clearly 
decided ‘in favour of the British 
squadron; but it had, during the 
course of the engagement, drifted 
so near to the land, as to be only 
five miles distant, and in no more 
than nine fathoms water. The 
principal object of attention was, 
therefore, to'prevent the ships from 
getting into the shallows, which was 
not accomplished without much ex- 
ertion. It was owing to this cir- 
cumstance alone that any .of the 
Dutch squadrovescaped. No fewer, 
however, were captured than eight 
ships of ‘the line, two ef fifty-six 
The loss 
of. men, on both: sides, in this 
bloody and well-fought battle, was 
very great. Inthe British squadron 
it amounted to seven hundred, but 
: . ; ‘, I 
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in the Dutch totwice that number. 
They were the choicest of their 
seamen. The vast diminution of 
their commercial shipping had en- 
abled them to select, out of the nu- 
merous hands dismissed from the 
inerchant service, the very best only 
that offered. 

The circumstance which may be 
said ‘to have Jaid the foundation of 
this victory, and which does equal 
honour to the courage and skill of 
admiral Duncan, was, his running 
his fleet between the enemy and a 
lee shore: a step which, we be- 
lieve, no other admiral had ever 
dared to take before, in similar 
circumstances. ‘Theadmiral’ sjudge- 
ment; in closing the contest in pro- 
per time, and inextricating his Heet 


- and prizes from so ‘difficult a situa- 


is 
¥ 
a 


ay 


Lr 
forced to encounter. 


tion, was equal to his boldness in 
hazarding ‘so. decisive a measure, 
The battle was fought somear the 
shore that every manceuvre might 
be distinctly seen ; and the whole 
coast, for many miles, was crouded 
with thousands of spectators, who 
had the mortifieation of observing 
the entire destruction of their fleet, 
without the possibility of affording 
it any relief. 

This splendid victory was ~re- 
warded by the most general and 
lively joy, admiration and gratitude, 
from the king on the throne to the 
very beggar in the street. His 


_ merit, it was observed, was in pro- 


portion to the difficulties he was 
His perse- 
verance had been tried in a cold 


‘climate, on a stormy sea; andin a 
contest -with'a hardy, rugged, and. 
‘resolute people. 


But there was an- 
other’ circumstance that endeared 
admiral Duncan’ to all ‘men, and 


. 


al them to participate in’ his 
ortune, He was not only a brave 
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and skilful officer, but a modest, re- 
ligious, and good man, and had, 
lately, had occasion to signalize all 
these qualities, as shall, by and by, 
be related. ; 

This proved a victory of the most 
acknowledged importance to ‘creat 
Britain. It extinguished, at once, 
all the remaining hopes of the 
French to make that impressive at- 
tempt upon Treland, from which 
they had conceived such expecta- 
tions... Nor was it Ireland alone 
en which they had bnilt the most 
decisive projects.. England was no 
less a part, if it was not, in fact, 
the principal object in their view, 
under the avowed plan of carrying 
their arms into the, sister kingdom. 
What renders this surmise, which 
was,in truth, the opinion of many, 
at this time, not in the least im- 
probable, a pamphlet had been 
written in France, under the aus- 
pices of the directory, and pub- 
lished by their,orders, which had 
been, during the summer, circulated 
with uncommon industry. It ‘was 
an address. to the French nation at 
large, inviting, and exhorting. it to 
revenge upon the English. ‘‘ Eng- 
land, the directory said, was the 
richest country in the world, and 
they would give it upto the French 
to be plundered by them. You 


- shall march, said the address, to the 


capital of that haughty nation; you 
shall seize the immense heaps of 
gold in. the bank .of London ; the 
prodigious wealth contained in their 
shops, their warehouses, and their 
magazines; the riches contained in 
thei: gilded palaces and their stately 
mansions; the accumulations of pubs 
lic and. private property; the trea- 
sures, in short, of every species that 
are to be found in that opulent 
country, and you will return to 

fH 3} France 
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France loaded with the spoils of 

the English.” This curious address 
, concluded by assuring. them, that 
whatever they took should be their 
Own, and that government would 
require no participation in the 
punder of England. They should 
be supplied with arms and ammu- 
nition for this great undertaking, 
and with vessels to carry them over. 
Once landed, they would soon find 
the way to London, and their prow- 
e s would atchieve all the rest. 

This publication, which made 
much noise at the time. was very 
acceptable to the mass of the peo- 
ple, whose hatred to the English 
has always been notorious, and 
numbers had actually resolved to 
join an expedition of this nature ; 
but the sober-minded strongly con- 
demned a proclamation, for such it 
was in reality, calling upon men 
to enter into so frantic an under- 
taking, as that of one nation rising 
in a body to plunder another, divi- 
ded from it by the sea, guarded by 
fleets that had variquished their own, 
aud destroyed all their commerce, 
and that was, at the same ume, ful- 
Je: of resolute and disciplined men 
than they had shipping enough to 
bring over, had the project, held ont 
to them, existed in the real contem- 
plation of their rulers, 

But there was another scheme, on 
foot at this time, which, though by 
the intelligent world esteemed im- 
practicable, did not, however, carry 
the appearance of such extrava- 
gance as the former. This was to 
collect as large an army as they 
could provide ships to transport to 
this country, and to invade it at 
several places They did not seem 
to apprehend much obstruction to 
the landing of thisaimy, when dis- 


tributed into various parts, every 
one of which, being considerable, 
would require an adequate force to 
oppose it. They dwelt, also, with 
particular confidence, on the supe- 
rior experience, and soldiership of 
the men that would be employed in 
an enterprize of such importance, 
and on the ignorance in practical 
war of the English soldiery, whose 
nalive courage was not superior to 
that of the French, while their total 
unacquaintance with the reality of ~ 
those scenes, in the representation of 
which they might excel, did not en- 
tile them to a comparison with ve- 
terans. 

Such were the ideas of the many 
individualsin France, thatlooked for- 
ward toan attempt ofthisnature, with 
no small degree of confidence. The 
government itself, whether of their 
opinion, or with a view to create an 
alarm in this country, formally 
gave them countenance. Numes 
rous forces were collected, on which 
was bestowed the appellation of the 
army of England. It was put under 


the command of Paonaparte; and, 


it was not doubted, that the fame 
of this conqueror of Italy would 
strike the English with terror, as it 
had done so many others, and that 
the same success would attend him 
which he had constantly met with, 
in all his enterprizes. 

It was, therefore, a great mortifi- 
cation to the directory, to see their 
principal design rendered abortive, 
The means of executing it, were 
now taken out of their hands, as, 
without @ maritime force, it were 


vain to attempt an attack of Eng- 


land. They had certainly incurred 
h large expence in LaF yori 
The troops assembled in varieus 


parts of the republic, avowediy for — 


” this 
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this purpose, formed a total of little 
less than one hundred thousand men, 
and every appearance indicated, 
that nothing but a conviction of the 
unsurmountable difficulties attend- 
ing it would put a stop to the un- 
dertaking. The directory saw these; 
but, unwilling to discourge the 
multitude, by acknowledging that 
the two great victories, gained by 
admirals Jervis and Duncan, had 
wholly disconcerted their projects, 
they still continued to wear the 
semblance of a determination to per- 
sist, at all hazards, jn a fixed resolve 
to try the strength of the English, 
in England itself. Such were the 
words of the directory, and of their 
supporters, both in and out of the 
councils. Arguments, for the pro- 
bability of success, were copiously 
drawn from the sources of ancient 
and modern history: but they af- 
forded nothing convincing to judi- 
cious observers: as the resemblances 
of times and circumstances were far 
from apposite, no strict inferences 
¢ould be drawn, and only conjec- 
tures formed, according, as usual, 
awith the wishes of those who made 
them. The warmth of the French 


in describing the multifarious means _ 


they would employ to compass the 
great pointof landing, was contrast- 
ed with the coolness of the Euglish, 
in allowing its feasibility, but in 
urging, at the same time, the pro- 
bability, or rather, the certainty of 
no force being puton shore, that 
would not have to encounter one 
much greater, and better provided. 
The circumstance of being inexpe- 
rienced, so much insisted on by 
the French, was held frivolous by 
the English, when they recollected 
how well the French themselyes had 
behaved, in the campaign of 1792, 
notwithstanding that they were in 
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the same predicament in which they 
represented the English, very few 
of their troops, at that time, having 
everseen actual service. They would 
not surely have the vanity to think, 
the English their inferiors in bodily 
strength and activity, nor possessed 
of fess aptitude to acquire the 
knowledgeof military discipline and 


-tactics. 


But setting these particular con- 
siderations aside, Europe was tho- 
roughly persuaded, that unless France 
could recover a greater degree of 
maritime strength, than thattowhich 
it was now reduced, all its attempts 
to invade this country would either 
be frustrated, or, in the issue of a 
debarkation, terminate in the defeat 
and capture of those troops that 
might venture to land, either fa- 
voured by the casualties of weather, 
or by the absence of those numerous 
shipsof war that guarded the British 
coast, but of which the vigilance 
could not, in the nature of things, 
extend to every accessible part. 
These landings, in the mean time, 
could only succeed through stealth ; 
the moment they were effected, 
the ships of war and transports, 
must, of necessity, make off with 
the utmost precipitation, lest they 
should be discovered and captured ; 
a fate which they would hardly 
ever escape. Thus cut off from 
communication, and supplies, their 
troops, ashore, could not fail to un- 
dergo a similar destiny, : 

It was, therefore, with great rea- 
son, that the public, in Great Bri- 
tain, testified their exultation at the 
triumphs obtained by the British 
navy, and expressed their contempt 
for the endeavours of the French 
to lessen their importance, and to 
magnify their own capacity, to exe- 
cute their designs against this coun- 
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try, in defiance of its naval supe- 
Yiority. To the sense of the nation, 
‘and the universal applause bestowed 
,upon admiral Duncan for tbe emi- 
ment service rendered to it by his 
‘great victory, on the eleventh of 
October, the governmentadded that 
‘Yemuneration which he so amply 
deserved. He was raised to the 
-dignity of the peerage, and the 
title of viscount Camperdown con- 
ferred upon him, from that town 
on.the Dutch shore, in sight of 


which the, fleet of the Batayian 


1 
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republic had received so "Bignal 4 
defeat. 

The people of the Seven Pro- 
vinces now experienced, more than 
ever, the calamities brought upon 
them by their junction with France, 
orrather by their subjection to that 
ambitious power, which they had 
been rightly forewarned would com- 
pel them to become the instruments 
of its views, as soon as they should 
be so unfortunate as to be oblized 
to depend on its good faith and pro= 
teeta 
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{0 \N the sixth of October, 1796. 
XJ his Britannic majesty addressed 
_ a new parliament on, the state of 
the nation, in both its external and 

_ anternal relations, and the corres- 
pondent measures of -his govern- 
ment. He told them, that he had 
“omitted no endeavours for setting 
_on foot negociations to restore peace 
' toEurope, and to secure, for the 
future, the general tranquillity.! But 
nothing, he observed, could contri- 
Rocte so effectually to this end, as to 
manifest that we possess, both the 
+ determination and resources to. op- 
e€ with encreased activity and 
_Anergy, the farther efforts with 
‘which we may have to contend. 
“This was peculiarly. necessary at 
-@ moment when the enemy had 
| openly manifested the intention of 
attempting a descent on these king- 
_ doms. Whe flourishing state and 
a perous exertions of the navy 
next noticed, and our mili- 


tary operations in the East and | 


est Indies, which had been highly 
onourable to the British arms. 
caking of the fortune of the war 
the continent, his majesty took 


) > Bill passed into.a Law for raising a Militia in Scotland, 


an-opportunity, with the most per- - 
fect propriety, to pay a public tri- 
bute of -praise to the archduke 
Charies, under whose auspicious 
conduct such a turn had Jately been 
given to the course of the war, as 
might inspire a well-grounded con- 
fidence; that the final result of the 
campaign would prove more dis- 
astrous to the enemy than its com- 
mencement and progress, for atime, 
were. favourable to their hopes. 
With regard to the apparently hos- 
tile dispositions and conduct of the 
court of Madrid, the final result of 
these was yet uncertain. His ma- 
jesty proceeded to notice the flou- 
rishing state ofthe commerce, ma- 
nufactures, and revenueof this coun- 
try; the prospect of returning plenty; _ 
the repression of anarchy.and confu- 
sion ; and the continuance of the 
public tranquillity. An address to 
his majesty, in answer to the speech 
from the throne, was moved by the 

Earl of Bathurst, who, after cus- 
tomary apologies for himself, and 
some observations on the import- 
ance of the subject on which he 
was about to offer a motion to their 

lordships, 
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fordships, proceeded to make a 
comment in illustration and com- 
m_ ndation of the speech from the 
throne, and concluded with moving 
av address, assenting entirely to the 
sentiments expressed by his majes- 
ty, and returning thanks for his 
gracious communications. 

The earl of Upper Ossory, who 

econded the address, commented, 

also. with much commendation, on 
tie speech from the throne. He 
expressed a hope that a peace, if it 
could be obtained, would not be 
prtial, but comprehend in it the 
honour and security of our allies. 

If it could not be obtained, this 
he conceived would be owing ra- 
ther to the haughtiness of the ene- 
my than to any want of modera- 
tion on our part; and the failure of 
the negociation would, atleast, have 
the good effect of uniting us all in 
one effort to compel them, by force 
of arms, to submit to reasonable 
terms. “His lordship was full and 
animated in his praise of the arch- 
duke Charles. On the conduct of 
another power (Spain) he was not 
able to pronounce a panegyric; 
but as he hardly knew the relation 
in which we stood to that power, 
he deemed it prudent, at present, 
to be silent. - 


The earl. Fitzwilliam recalled’ 


to their lordships mind bow warm 
an advocate he had been for the 
war from its commencement, from 
an opinion of its necessity ; an opi- 
nion in which he was now, by a 
long series of events, more aad 
more confirmed. ‘The original de- 
signs of the enemy, tended to 
the destruction of every species 
of government, and the total sub- 
version of society. 
that he should not have heard a 
word of negociation, like that which 
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He had tiusted | 
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had been mentioned, and was sur-. 
prized to find such expressions used 
as were common at the end of an | 
ordinary war. Finding the address 
proposed by the noble earl re- 
echoed to the crown, only vague 
and loose expressions concerning 
that negociation, without the least 
attention to the grand principle on 
which the war was begun,,he was 
constrained to declare that he should 
stand in oppesition to it, for he felt — 
it impossible to give it his concur- 
rence. The great object of the war 
was the restoration of order, not 
with regard to the internal mode 
of government, which the enemy 
might chuse to adopt, but with re- 
gard to the influence of their exter- 
nal designs; for, at the commences 
ment of the war, their internal 
system of government. was not 
more dangerous than the present, 
but the influence of their opinions. 
and deigns, externally, was terrific. 
To restore order, to defend the ci- 
vilized states of Europe against 
the dangers that threatened them, 
to protect persons and property 
from a fatal devastation, and snp=- 
press the tendency of innovating: 
and pernicious doctrines, were the 
osiensible objects of the war. Upon 
these principles their lordsbips had_ 
engaged in the war, and upon these 
principles, they had supported it. 
What then was the nature and the 
purport of the proposed address ? 
Why, it was neither more nor less 
than a recommendation to his ma- 
jesty to acknowledge and approve 
that system he bad formerly repro 
‘bated and opposed. If there were 
any wisdom in negociating now, 
the same wisdom should have been 
manifested four years ago, for he 
defied any man to look back and 
say, that the same causes which 
existed 


existed then, and proved the neces- 
sity of the war, dd not exist now. 
The system of subversion of every 
acknowledged principle and estab- 
lished institution continued still to 
predominate. The wisdom of the 
first measures, which were ado; td 
to oppose this dangerous evil, he 
had always approved, and ex) e:1- 
ence hadconfirmed. What then w's 
there now, in the aspect of p: blic 
affairs, to require a deviation from 
a conduct sanctioned by policy, and 
justified by events? Was the sys- 
tem which had rouzed our atten- 
tion, and demanded our exertions, 
mow extinct ? Or, was it still the 
rule, by which the conduct of the 
enemy was directed? ‘Their lord- 
‘ships ougbt to cempare the views 
of France, at that period, with the 
plans which they prosecuted now. 
he great and powerful govern- 
‘ments of Europe were not the first 
who were attacked by the spirit of 
‘aggression with which the enemy 
‘were actuated, but the inferior and 
feeble ‘states had felt their over- 
“bearing influence, and their sub- 
yersive authority. Such instances 
announced their inteution, and suc- 
cess was to afford the means of ex- 
fending the application of their 
ahaa Now we might observe 
e prevalence of the same disposi- 
tions. They were avowed in re- 
peated proclamations, 'n which their 
determinations tooverturn the estab- 
lished order of thecountries, to which 
‘they could dictate, was renewed. 
Tet was not their arms which we bad 
- todread, but the system by which 
- their success was accompanied. He 
ei their lordships to consider 
the instance of Sirdinia. No 
‘sooner was the king of sardinia 
‘compelled to submit to accept va 
peace from France, than it was 
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succeeded by their interference in 
the internal administration of his 
government. They insisted upon 
his restoring to their liberty, and te 
their effects, all the persons whe 
had been condemned to imprison- 
ment, or to penalties, for the pro- 
pagation of their anarchical  doc- 
trines. At Rome they had signalized 
their triamph, by imposing the 
same degrading conditions. Were- 
their lordships. prepared to submit 
to such indignities? Wou'd they 
act even so as to invite such dis- 
graceful interference ? Woald they 
endure the badge of disorder, which 
the king of Prussia had allowed 
in his dominions? In Berlin the 
standard of insurrection was reared, 
the national cockade was worn to 
attract partizans, and propagate the 
principles, ef which it was the em- 
blers. And were their lordships 
prepared to allow the national 
cockade to beworn in this. country 
by every man whom. the Irench 
directory might chuse to consider 
asa Frenchman? By arms alone 
these attempts, and these disgraces, 
are to be resisted. 

Lord Fitzwilliam, baving thusre- 
mindedtheir lordships of the princi- 
ples on which the war was underta- 
ken, of tbe measures which were first 
adopted, and of the undiminished 
necessity for the prosecution of 
these, in ender to attain the great 
ends of general security ; and bav- 
ing also mentioned the conduct of 
the British forces, on which his mas 
jesty’s speech had bestowed the 
best deserved praise ; moved, 2s aa 
amendment, the insertion of what 
follows: ‘« that this house, strongly 
impressed with the justice agd ne- 
cessity of the present war, carried 
on for the maintenance of -eivil and 
moral order in the world, and tor 

scculing 


/ 


. the last three years. 
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securing the balance of power in 
‘Europe, » and the independence of alt 
states, will continue to give his ma- 
jesty a vigorous support, in) assert- 
ing the general cause of his majes- 
ty; > and his allies, and for presetving 
the good faith, dignity, and'honour, 
of the crown; in full assurance, 
that no steps will be taken incon- 
sistent with these ‘principles, ‘or 
with the future safety and prospe- 
rity of these kingdoms: and should 
the apparently hostile dispositions of 
the court of Madrid, instigated by 
the intrigues and menaces of the 
common enemy, put his’ majesty 
under the necessity of repelling force 
by force, his majesty may rely on the 


* determination of this house to give 


his majesty the most ample sup- 
port in defending; against. every 
aggression, the dignity, rights, and 
interests, of the British empire.” 
The earl of Guildford, though he 
did not oppose the address, but, on 
the contrary, felt great pleasure in 
being able most’ cordially to agree 
with what had been soably moved by 
his noble friend, nevertheless found 
it necessary for him to make a few 
observations on the subject. The 
feading feature of the address, as had 
been justly observed, was to “ re- 
turn thanks to his majesty for his 
most gracious informatiou, that he 
would immediately send a person to 
Paris, with full powers to treat, and 
that it was his majesty’s most anxi- 
ous wish, that the measure might 
lead to a general restoration of 
peace.”” If a safe, honourable, and 


permanent, peace, could now be ob- 


tained, he would sit down content- 
ed with all the obloquy and abuse 
whic) bad been so'plentifully heap- 
ed upon himself, and those with 
whom he had the honour toact for 
The atchieve- 
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ments of the archduke Charles, he 
said, were noble and splendid in the 
extreme, and, he firmly believed, 
they had’been the nieans of saving 
the house of Austria, and the whole 
of the Germanic body, from a state 
of the greatest humiliation. If these” 
fortunate atchievements should ope- 
rate, as he hoped they would, to 
serve as an advantageous means: of ; 
cool, temperate, and rational, nego~ — 
ciation, they ought to be considered 
as omens of great happiness to us 
and our ally; if, on the contrary, — 
they should have the fatal tendency — 
of reviving the inauspicious hopes ” 
formerly entertained, and cause the 
parties to rise in their demands, so” 
asto be the means of prolonging ¥ 
this miserable and unavailifg con-— 
test, then they would, and ought to, 
be looked upon: as evils and misfor= 
tunes: of the’ deepest dye; and he 
was afraid they would be felt as — 
such, not only by people of the pre-. 
sent day, but by their posterity, — 
for a length of time to come. His 
lordship then said, there was one | 
part of what was contained in the — 
addressy as well as in the speech ‘of — 
the- noble mover, which he could — 
not suffer to pass without making 
acomment; it was this: * That ~ 
the internal tranquillity of the 
kingdom had remained undisturb- — 
ed, and the endeavours of persons — 
to introduce anarchy had been re- 
pressed, by the wisdom and energy — 
of the laws.” It was very true, — 
his lordship said, that the tranquil- 
lity of the kingdom had remained A 
undisturbed ; and it was with the — 
greatest pleasure he could give his 
testimony to this truth. He believ- — 
ed also, that this had been -owing 
to the love and reverence the people 
entertained for the laws of their — 
country ; but if, by ‘ the Yana y) 
an 
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| and energy of the laws,” an allusion 
was intended to be made to two 
| extraordinary bills which had been 
| passed in the last session of the last 
arliament, he believed the allusion 
ould be, indeed, unfounded ; it 
was (ranquillity, in.his opinion, not 
at all to be attributed to such a 
ause ; he was convinced it was 
Quite the contrary: those bills were 
eld in abhorrence by the people, 
But who, at the same time, held in 
the highest respect the wisdom and 
energy of the known constitutional 
‘common law of the land. ‘The 
noble earl then said, that, conceiv~ 
ing a peace to be the greatest 
essing this country could at pre- 
t wish, he had readily and'cor- 
fially come forward in support of 
the present address ; but he begged 
‘their lordships would understand, 
that, by so doing, he did not mean 
) preclude himself from the right 
¢ had to enquire, at any future 
jod; inta the causes. which had 
sen the original occasion of the 
present calamitous contest, and the 
duct of those who had been the 
means of pluuging us into it. These 
were the subjects of the first mag- 
nitude, and would hereafter demand 
- strictest and most minute in- 
sstigation ; and, having thus made 
nese observations and reservations, 
would no longer trespass on the 
e of the house, but immediately 


surrence to the motion for the ad- 


| ~ Lord Grenville forbore to enter 
at Jarge into any argument on all 


ord had expressed a difference of 
bpinion; on two only hewould make 


” 


a very few observations. 
lo what had fallen from his lordship 
roncerning that part ef the speech 


7 , 
oe 


conc ude, by giving his hearty con-~ 


epoints on which theearlof Guild- . 


Alluding ° 
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from the throne, which ascribed ¢he 
internal tranquillity of the kingdom 
to “ the wisdom and energy of the 
laws,” he said, that, partial or con= 
ditional agreement was a tribute 
which he was as, little accustomed 
.as desirous to receive from any man 5 
yet certainly every person was at 
liberty to. indulge and express: his 
own opinion. For his own -part, 
he was clearly of opition, ‘that the 
bills, passed Jastsession, had con- 
“tributed very greatly to repress the 
Spirit of anarchy, and had, »there- 
fore, tended highly towards the pré- . 
servation of the public and internal 
tranquillity. * He retained all the. 
opinions hehad formerly entertained 
on the subjects and experience had 
only served to-confirm theit pro 
“priety and justice. As for the 
threatened inquiry into the causes 
of the war, and the conduct of those 
who had the management of it, he, 
for one, was ready to meet the trial, 
and to take his full share of respon- 
sibility for all its consequences. 

A noble earl had stated it as in- 
consistent with the principles’ on 
which the war. was undertaken, to 
tréat with any other government in 
Francethanamonarchy. That the 
existence of a republic in France 
was an insufferable bar to negocia- 
tion, and that monarchy was indis- 
pensible, was a calumny which his 
majesty’3 ministers had every season 
found it necessary~to contradict. 
They had expressed, what they still 
believed, that the best issue to the 
contest would be, the re-establish- 
ment of monarchy in Trance, yet 
they: had never pledged themselves, 
much less the parliament, to an 
opinion so wild and extravagant, 
as that, without the attainment of 
this object, there was no hope or 
possibility of peace. It was some- 

what 
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what strange, in the foble earl, to 
infer, from the opening of a negoci« 
ation, that the worst terms would 
e concluded. He saw. nothing in 
the-state of thia country that should 
lead us to embrace 24y other than 
just, honourable, and safe, condi- 
ticns of peace. : 
The earl of Abingdon spoke 
against the address, particularly 
against what referred to the two 
odious bills, passed in the last session 


of parliament. ‘Phe people of England. 


possessed rights which were not 
derived either from king, lords, or 
commons; and which neither king, 
lords, nor commonsy could take 
away. 

The earl Fitzwilliam said, that 
though he never had asserted that 
ministers made the restoration of 
monarchy in France, a sine gua non 
towards making peace, yet he 
thought, that, while they encou- 
raged and engaged those, from whose 
efforts the restoration of monarchy 
was to be expected; this was, in 
fact, implied, as the wish, intention, 
and object, of the British councils, 

Lord Grenville asserted, again, 
that ministry had never said that 
the formation of any government in 
France would preclude them from 
negeciating fer peace, when an 
_ppportunity occurred that they 
thought would be favourable to 
the interests of this country. 


The motion for the address then | 


passed in, the affirmative. 


A protest against this vote was 


entered in the journals, by the 
earl Fitzwilliam ; to which, as it 
breathes the genuine spirit fist 
rouzed, and, perlaps, still actuated 
to a greater extent than was ac- 
knowledged by the British govern- 
ment, we have given a place among 
the State Papers in vol. xxsvii. 
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The address to his majesty was 
moved, in the house of commons, 
by the lord viscount Morpeth. His 
lordship, after apologizing for hie 
inexperience in public speaking,” 
and expressing his hope that he 
should experience the indulgence 
of the house on the present occasion, — 
said, that he considered it as incum-_ 
bent on those, who had the honour 
of a seat In that houte, to come for- 
ward, as soon as possible, to give 
their opinions on public affairs, He 
trusted that the sentiments avowed 
in his majesty’s speech would tend _ 
to reconcile that variety and op- 
position of sentiment which had 
hitherto subsisted; for, whatever» 
opinions might be entertained re 
specting the origin of the war, and. 
the manner in which it had been 
conducted, it must give them satis- 
faction to concur in a motion that 
had for its object an honourable 
peace. Those who thought that 
this war was just and necessary in 
its commencement, and unavoidable 
in its Continuance, must rejoice that 
the period was arrived im which 
there existed a Freach government 
of such stability and pernrancnce 
that might be treated with safely. 
He hoped, at the same time, that 
we should not acglect to employ 
our resources in such manner as to 
shew, that, while we are desirous of 
peace, we are nevertheless in a cons 
dition to continue the contest. He 
proceeded to justify the speech from — 
the throne in all its positions: the | 
flourishing state. of our trade and 
commerce, the valour of our fleets 
and armies, our dominions at sea, the 
bravery of our Austrian allies, the 
wise and heroic conduct of the 
archduke Charles, and our internal 
tranquillity. His lordship concluded 
his speech with a motion for an ads 

dres 


dress to his majesty, for hismost gra- 
cious speech ons the throne. The 
addresscorresponded, as usual,to the 
speech, which it intirely approved. 

This motion was seconded by sir 
W. Lowther, who was unwilling 
to trespass onthe time and attention 
of the house, by going over the 


: 


discussed by lord Morpeth. He 
would only say a word or two on 
one point: the internal situation of 
this country. If the persons now 
exercising the powers of govern- 
“ment in France were seriously in- 
‘clined for peace, he was fully per- 
suaded that it would be obtained. 


| cordial than that period which had 
‘preceded the negociation. He 
begged the house to consider that 
| nothing could impede the attain- 
“ment of peace so much as their 
_owninternal dissensions ; he trusted, 
therefore, that there would be none. 
~ He would no longer detain the 
house, but give his voice to second 
the motion for the address. This 
being read by the speaker, 
_ Mr. Fox rose up, and said, thatif 
he were to give a silent vote to the 
motion which had just been made, 
| hbisconduct might be snbject to mis- 
gonstruction. ‘ The striking fea- 
ture of his majesty’s speech, said 
__ Mr. Fox, is, that bis majesty has at 
length been advised to do what it 
has fallen to my lot to advise his 
| majesty’s ministers to do repeatedly 
| forthe last three years; namcly, to 
_ @pen a negociation for peace. Of 
| that striking feature I most cordially 
and highly approve. I cannot for- 
- get how often I have advised this 
“Measure, nor how often, without 
‘success, I have pressed it upon mi- 
“nisters. But, however f may la- 
ment that the advice was not taken, 


- 


HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


same grounds that had been so ably” 


But no time, he observed, was more’ 


Be 


before a hundred millions of money 
was spent, and thousands cf lives 
devoted to the cruel contest, yet 
now that it has been followed, it 
must draw from me, my warmest ap- 
probation. He who thought that 
the war was originally unnecessary, 
and that every moment since its 
commencement was a proper mo- 
ment for commencing 2 negociation 
for peace, cannot object to the mea- 
sure which his majesty has announ~ 
ced, that he has been advised tu 
take in the present moment. 

I will not say one word about the 
particularand the fit time for such a 
measure, all times appearing to me 
to be equally wise and salutary for 
endeavouring to restore to the pea- 
ple the blessings of peace. Nor 
will I recollect, much less xetaliate, 
the -personal invectives that were 
thrown against myself; that an at- 
tempt to negociate with such a peo 
ple was to lay his majesty’s crown 
at their feet, and that it was a de- 
gradation of the honour and digni- 
ty of Great Britain; that to pro« 
pose to open a negociation was in 
fact to sue for peace, and such cone 
duct was neither dignified nor po- 
litical, Such was the language of 
the last parliament, and such was 
the animadversion made on the ad- 
vice which | then gave. I will con 
tent myself with repeating what I 
then said, that ** to propose a nego- 
ciation is not to sue for peace.” It 
is atevery moment dignified and 
proper to strive to restore the bles« 
sings of peace; and it is certainly 
one thing, to propose a negociation 
in which terms are to be fairly and 
manfully discussed; aud another, to 
sue to your enemy for peace, He 
who objects to this distinction is uot 
animated by that feeling which 
ought ever to be tippermost in the 

mind 


-. the expression ; 
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mind of a statesman ; an anxious 
desire of shortening the calamity of 
war, andof paving the way, by every 
practicable means, to that desirable 
end. Heought ever, thereforé, to 
raake it manifest in his conduct, that 
ne career of conquest, and no re- 
verse of fortune’ can divert bim 
from that single object—a negocia- 
tion for peace, in preference to 2 any ‘ 
other object. I repeat, therefore, 
tbat i most perfectly and entirely 
approve of the present measure, 
and shal] not now mix my assent to 
that part of the address with ahy 
observation on the tardy and pro- 
tracted manner in which it has been 
at length resolyed upon. And thus 
approving of the principal feature of 


. the dddtess: I'am extremely anwill- 


ing to oppose any other’ part of it, 
and wish that it had been so worded ‘ 
as to have engaged the perfect nna- 
nimity of the whole house. There 
are some expressions, however; of 
which Imust take notice, and I shall 
doso rather with theintention of ex- 
plaining the vote whith I shall give, 
than of moving any resolutions upon 
them. And first, in thevery cpen- 
ing of the speech, there isan ex~ 
pression that his maujesty has “‘ used 
every endeavour to open a oe i- 
2tion ;"” now, unlessby these werds, 
*tevery endeavour,” it is meant to 
say that every ‘endeavour has been 
used since the close of the last par- 
liament, “we ought not to agree to 
for undoubtedly 
ministers cannot expect that gentle- 
men who, like myself, objected so 
frequently to their refusal fo exert © 
any effort at all, should now acqui- 
esce in any assertion, that they had 
used every endeavour to bring 
about a negociation. Unless, there- 


.- fore, it is meant to allude to the én- 


deavyours which his majesty has 


arly ill-judged and unseasonable to 


‘liberty ‘to inquire and to. question 
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made since the-close of the Lists pare’ 
liament, endeavours which I am 
ready to take upon trust, 1 desire ~ 
that it may be clearly understood - 
that I am not to be precluded, by my” , 
vote this night, from animadverting ~ 
upon his majésty’s ministers, for their — 
former want of endeavours to bring 
about .a negociation for peace. 
There is much that deserves’ praise 
in the construction of. the present 
speech. Ministers haveomitted the ~ 
words to which they have been so. 
bigotted heretofore, of the war have © 
ing been undertakenfor * the cause, 7 
of religion, humanity and social er- 
der,’ wordscalculatedonlytoinflame 
and to exasperate the two nations. 
against each other, and to setthe pro-. 
bability of peaceata greater distance; — 
neither have they come forward 
with thetr constant and unfounded 
phrase, ‘* thatthe war was neces-" 
sary.” 'Phey have acted wiselyin — 
thus abstaining from intemperate “ 
language; for surely, ata time when — 
they were about to negociate for a 

peace, it would have been peculi- 


have made use of language repul- © 
sive and bitter to the people with’ ~ 
whom you had to:treat;, nor would 
it have been wise tointroduce words — 
calculated to prevent unanimity in 
this house, upon the course which 
his majesty has been slowly advised 
to pursue ; for, about the necessity of — 
the war, and all the jargon of epi- 
thets that have been applied to it, 

there must alwayscontinue to be a 
fundamentai difference of opinion. 

' There are other parts of: the 
speech, which, perhaps, demand a 
little explanation, and which, if we | 
pass over for the time, it is to be 
understood, that Iam left at full — 
the assertions hereafter. Such is the 

declaration 


hear, he said, 
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declaration of the flourishing state 
of our manufactures, trade, and 
commerce. I must take this upon 
trust ; I cannot object to a fact, the 
proofs of which I have not before 
me. We shall soon have the means 
of knowing, upon better authority 
than mere assertion, the state of the 
country ; and I trust it will turn 


' out to be prosperous and fiearishing. 
| Our agreeing to the assertion, in the 


mean time, must not be construed 
‘to preclude us from enquity, much 
Jess to involve our assent. When I 
that, by the flou- 
rishing state of our manufactures, 
trade, and commerce, onr resources 
are ample and sufficient for the crisis 
bad which we are iuvolved, I must. 
itate in giving credit to an asser- 
“which is so little supported by 
ie public appearance of things. 


| oii think, when I look at the 


of the general funds of the 
untry, the state of the transferra- 
securities of government, the 
monstrous discounts on the enormous 


Z 


} quantities of paper they have issued, 


ther with the daily conferences, 

of which we hear, for relieving the 
uniary embarrassments of trade, 
onclude that the state’ of our re- 
rcés_ is less favourable than his 
jesty’s ministers would make us 
e.*" With that part of the 


ids 


| ‘address, which rejoices in the ge- 


tranquillity. of the country, 
Fox« heartily concurred, as tran- 
i lity, he said, is always a desira- 
thing. But against the insinua- 
that this tranquillity was owing 
9 the two degrading, abominable, 
abhorred acts, passed i in the last 
ion of Jast parliament, be entered 
his most solemn. protest “ No ! said 
y, it is not in the nature of such laws 
duce tranquillity, They may, 
» produce a forced quiet ; 
on Vou. XXXIX, 


WN 


Tile 


but this I consider as a real alarm. 


Where discussion is stifled, and mer 
are condemned to brood in secret’ 
over the grievances which they feel ;, 
such a tranquillity is more alarming 
than tumult, [t is a tranquillity’ 
which every man who loves free-'- 
dom ought to see with pain, and 
every man who loves order to con= 
template with terror. To the pro- 
tection of the ancient ‘constitution 
alone I ascribe that undisturbed tran= 
quillity which the constitution has” 
enjoyed. Let methen, sir, be clearly 
understood, that I do not join in 
this insinuation of praise, on those 
abominable laws. Much as I wish 
for a general approbation of an en- 
deavour to procure peace to this 
country, I should think it purchased 
at too dear a rate if coupled with: 
the approbation of those abhorred 
laws. I am one who think that 
the whole system of the war has 
been a faulty system ; that the sys- 
tem of domestic politics has been 
equally faulty ; I must therefore be 
of opinion, that whatever the result 
of the negociations may be, it will 
still be the duty of this house to re- 
consider the general system of poli- 
tics adopted of late years, and whe- 
ther it be possible to go on if that 
system be persevered in. Peace is 
certainly the great object; it is pre- 
ferable to any single object of policy ; 
but whether peace will be effectual, 
if there be no change in domestic 
politics, may be a matter of doubt. 
‘That peace, however, will be bene- 
ficial, whatever may be the system 
pursued, lam ready to assert. Ifthe 
system continue to be a bad one, 
peace will diminish the calamities or 
it ; if it beamended, peace will aug- 
ment the benefits of it. At all 
events, peace must be desirable. In 
one case it will b2 @ palliative ; in 


C1] the 
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the other it will be a remedy ; but 
in both cases it cannot but be pro- 
drctive of good, and, therefore, it 
shall have my warmest support. 
The noble Lord who moved the ad- 
dress with so much credit, as to 
justify the house in entertaining the 
most promising expectations of him, 
and the noble lord well knows that 
it must at all times afford me pecu- 
liar pleasure to hear him distinguish 
himself.as he has done this evening : 
—The noble Jord, I say, went a lit- 
tle farther than the speech; and, 
speaking of the proper period for 
negociation, said, that the present 
government of France, possessing 
stability. possessing security, was a 
proper government to negociate 
with. Ifyou treat with a power, 
you ought to speak with respect of 
that power. It js, therefore, that 
I approve of the noble Jord’s sen- 
timents ; for it must have struck him, 
as it must strike every sensible 
person, that if you mean to nego- 
ciate with the French government, 
you ought to speak with respect 
and, civility of the executive ci- 
rectory. I wish that something more 
of this kind had been introduced in 
the speech and the address. I do not 
mean to say, it was necessary to 
state the stabilicy and security of the 
present government of France ; but 
after all the jealousies and personali- 
ties that have been entertained, I 
should have expected that his ma- 
jesty would have told us to whom 
he was sending a person; and, if not 
to what government, at least to 
what country! J should have ex- 
pected, that if in our differences 
with Holland, bis majesty had sent 
4 person on a mission to the Hague, 
he would have made mention of 
the states-general. 1 did sxpect, 
therefore, that he would, ia this 
case, have told us, that be meant to 
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send a person to the executive di- 
rectory of the French republic. I 
perceive gentlemen on the other — 
side of the house Jaugh at this expres- 
sion. Are the members of the ex- — 
ecutive directory so obscure in Eu- 
rope, that if they had not been - 
named, we should not have known 
to whom.we had been sending a — 
person? It ison thisaccount that I 
thought the sentiment expressed by 
the noble lord, respecting the pre- 
sent government of France, a proof 
of his good sense. J know it may 
be said, that men are apt to be te- 
nacious of their own opinions ; that — 
I have carried the opinions, which I — 
expressed in the American war, into — 
this war ; and that, asin the former — 
instance, I supported the recogni- ~ 
tion of American independence, I © 
have, in the latter, supported the — 
recognition of the French republic. 
‘This may be the case; but 1 must — 
contend, that it is agreeable to~ 
common sense, that when youenter ~ 
into a negociation, there may be — 
points which are not of a nature to 
be insisted upon by the power nego- — 
ciated with, but which are celcu-_ 
lated to conciliate esteem, or, if 
you will, to gratify the pride of such 
a power: that the executive di- 
rectory are in such a situation, as to~ 
have their pride hurt by the omission: 
of such points, 1 do not believe; _ 
but if I were negociating with any 
gentleman, I should certainly take 
care not to do any thing that might 
seem tobe a purposed omission, or a 
calling in question cf any of the 
titles and dignities, by which sach_ 
gentleman was distinguished. If 
these things were omitted in the 
speech from mere inadvertency, I 
shall be extremely glad to find that 
there is no other cause. Put they are 
material in another point of view. 
‘That the negociation may be success- 
ful, 


pe, has 


rv 
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ful, I sincerely hope; but, if unfor- 
tunately it should not be successful, 
much would have been gained by 
an attention to these things; they 
would have served to have con- 
vinced the people that the nature of 
the contest was’ changed, and that 
__allideas of restoring the old govern- 
Fa ‘ment of France, or of interfering 
in the internal affairs of France, 
_ had been abandoned. I am sure 
_ that this would have produced the 
. greatest advantages, on the suppo- 
sition that the war was to be pro- 
longed: upon this subject, however, 
_ Ido not mean to press any alteration 
ie in the address; because, if omit- 
_ ted by accident, I will not thwart 
_ the prosecution of the main object 
_ by my remark: they might refuse 
my amendment, though convinced 
of their own error, from an unwil- 
__ lingness to be so corrected, and this 
is not che moment in which I shall 
endeavour to throw any thing that 
; may be construed into a check upon 
their conduct. It is my wish to 
leave them full powers ; and there- 
| fore, I mention the circumstance 
‘without meaning to. move any a- 
_ mendment in consequence of it. 
On the subject of the situation of 
_ this country, with respect to Spain, 
shail say nothing ; ‘because his ma- 
__ jesty has informed us, that he is not 
_ yet enabled to acquaint us with the 


been entered into with that power. 
_ Ministers say that they have been 
_forbearing: 1 hope it will be proved 
se. I hope too that the country 
will learn, by the severe lesson which 
_ the American war, and the present 
wary, have afforded them, that mo- 
_ deration and forbearance are , the 
‘Most fitting characteristicsof a preat 

nation, and the most consistent with 
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_ issue of the discussions that have, 
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sanguine enough to suppose, that 
the American war had taught them 


‘expericnee—1 was mistaken: a se- 


cond lesson of adversity was neces- 
sary: a second iesson they have had, 
and I trust it will prove effectual. 
Oa the differences with Spain, I 
shall, as I have before stated, say no- 
thing: it is not now the period to 
look back ; a retrospect must come, 
but not at present: yet the very 
apprehension of a war with Spain 
affords a proof of the short-sighted- 
ness of human wisdom... At the 
time when we entered into‘the war, 
Spain and Prussia.were our firmest 
allies. Now, however, we are to 
expect, that if the war be couti- 
nued, we are to have an enemy in 
Spain. Of Prussia 1 hear nothing ; 
but I may at least suppose that we 
have no reason to expect any great 
assistance from that power,, It has 
been said, that experience may be 
bought too dear: as we have paid 


so dear a price for it, let us at least, 


have the benefit of it, and let us go 
to negociation with moderation and 
forbearance. Of the terms of peace 
I purposely avoid saying any thing, 
I know the resources of the country 
to be still great; and, sure I am, 
that if the people are convinced, 
that the ambition of France renders 


it necessary to employ force, and to» 


continue the war, those. resources: 
will be afforded with the utmost 
readinegs. 


What. are likely to. be» 


the terms of peace, I will nat, even, 


conjecture: what hitherto has been 


done, can only be, coasidered as an. 
overture towards that desirable ob-. 
; ; ! : 

ject; but I have no difficulty in say-, 


1 Res : > 
the spirit of great moderation, , By 


ing, that we-ought to negociate in. 


the spirit of great moderation, [ do} 


not mean that we shall accept degra-), 


ding terms; but lL will not hesitate. 


m 
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in saying, that I should be inclined 
to find less fault with terms that 
may be faulty on this side of made- 
ration, than faulty from a contrary 
principle, and from too great haugh- 
tiness, With regard to the Austrian 
victories, which make a topic of 
animated exultation in his majesty’s 
speech, it may certainly be right to 
rejoice in the gallantry they have 
displayed, and the laurels they have 
recently acquired. No man ad- 
mires their great military exertions 
more than I do; but let it be re- 
collected, that we are called upon 
to rejoice on their having recovered 
only a part of what was lost in this 
campaign, and it is not because 
they have reaped successes, calcu~ 
tated to obtain what ministers 
themselves originally stated the ob- 
ject of the war to be, but because 
they have saved the house of Aus- 
tria from the utter destruction with 
which it ‘was threatened. While we 
rejoice, I presume we can hardly 
. flatter onrselves that the Austrians 
are likely t6 recover all that they 
have lost in the present campaign, 
much less what they have lost in all 
the campaigns that are past ; and 
even this, sir, must furnish a new sub- 
ject for reflection, which the atchieve- 
ments of our navy still farther strive 
to corroborate. The atchievements 
of that navy have been brilliant and 
glorious : at no former period have 
they displayed ‘greater gallantry, 
and never, perhaps, equal skill. No 
eulogiums can be too high for their 
merits. Yet, after all this, the cha- 
racter of the peace which we are de- 
sirous to obtain, and the utmost we 
can expect, is, that it shall be solid 
and of permanent duration. This, 
I believe, is as high a character as 
it is likely to deserve. Ther, what 
must be the sort of conflict in which 


we are engaged; in which, after a 
four years successful exertion of all 
the skill, aud all the valour of ouy 
navy, in which they have invariably 
conquered and carried the flag of 
Englandtriumphant to every quarter 
of the world; all our efforts cannot 
produce to us a peace either brillis 
ant or glorious, but we must content 
ourselyes with hoping for a peace 
that may be sold and petmanent ? 
Must we not own that there was 
something in the cause in which we 
are engaged radically defective, that 
palsies our efforts, and disappoints 
our strength? that there is something 
which demands from the ¢ommon 
sense and the prudence of English- 
men, a strict and a rigorous investi- 
gation, that wemay discover what this 
something is, not merely to retrieve 
the present calamity, but guard our 
offspring against the errorin future ? 
A day will come for such a question $ 
and I give my assent to the present 
address, without moving any amend- 
ment upon the points of which T do 
not cordially approve, because, when 
the day of such a discussion does 
come, | shall have an opportunity 
tomake the observations that [think 
it important for the house to entere 
tain upon those peintss No great 
distance of time shail elapse before 
1 shall think it my duty to bring 
this matter before you; since I think 
it of the most essential importance to 
the well-being of the country, and 
to the true support and dignity of 
his majesty’s crown, that an inquiry 
into all the causes which ‘had 
brought the nation into the present 
condition, and produced the calami- 
ties of the present war, should be 
instituted, forthe purposeof advising 
his majesty to make a fundamental 
change in the system upon which 
we have lately acted, both with 

| "regard 


| - 
tegen to foreign and . domestic 
policy. When this day shall come, 
and I shall move the house upon this 


_ Should not like to be told that I have 
precluded myself from the discussion 
_ ofthese topics, and shut myself up 
_ from inquiring not merely into the 
_ causes, but the conduct of the war, 
_ as well as into the nature of our do- 
mestic misfortunes, by the assent 
} which Ihad given to the address 
_ of this day. For this reason, sir, I 
have thought it necessary to say so 
r much, and with this reserve fora 
future day of discussion, I do not 
oppose the address to his majesty 
upon his speech from the throne. 
By this speech of Mr. Fox, which 
appeared to have made some im- 
pression on the house, the chancellor 
of the exchequer, 
__ Mz. Pitt, was called up to reply : 
' but he confined his remarks chiefly 
_ to the only great and substantial 
question, on which the address ex- 
- pressed an opinion, and on which, 
_ it was matter of pride and satisfac- 
_ tion, that, at so critical a moment, 
_ there should be no difference of 
- opinion in that house. The steps, 
- indeed, which his majesty had taken 
| for negociation, were in themselves 
$0 unexceptionable, and so well cal- 
culated for the end ia view, that 
| they mnst command assent and ap- 
* plause from every man, whio re- 
tained the smallest regard for the 


‘try. What had hitherto been done 
_ amounted only, as had been fairly 
" stated by the hon, gentleman, to an 
_ Overture for peace. This, however, 
held out a chance of peace, if the 
"enemy were. disposed to accede 
 t> it on just and honourable terms ; 
it not, we should unmask them in 
the eyes of Europe; expose the 
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_ great and constitutional subject, T 


interests and honour of his coun- ' 
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injustice of their policy, with their 
insatiable thirst for aggrandisement ; 
and, if no other advantage were 
gained, at least be able to put to 
the proof the sincerity of the pledge 
which, had that day been given, 
that if the enemy were not disposed 
to accede to peace, on just and rea- 
sonable terms, the war would he 
supported by the unanimous voice, 
and the collected force of the na- 
tion. If this unanimity were not 
founded merely on the pleasing 
sound of peace, but were the re- 
sult of national reflection, founded 
on a careful consideration of the 
situation of the country, and pre- 
pared to meet every conjuncture, 
it could not be too highly prized. 
We ought not to lose sight of those 
means of exertion, which we yet 
possessed. We ought to compare 
our condition with that of the ene- 
my ; and the amount of our acquie 
sitions, with the losses of ourallies : 
and ought to estimate the extent 
of those sacrifices, which, under 
all these circumstances, it might 
be fitting for us to make, for the res 
storation of peace. The hon. gene 
tleman had reprobated: the two pre- 
ventive Jaws that had been passed 
in the last parliament, and had ree 
fused to subscribe to any construc- 
tion of that part of the speech, 
should include these, amongst the 
means which had secured tranquil. 
lity. He, on the contrary, was of 
opinion, that exclusively of the 
influence of these laws, the peace 
of the country could not have been 
maintained: nor could he suffer re- 
proach to fall on the last parliament, 
who displayed their wisdom and 
energy in providing a remedy suited 
to the alarming crisis. If theré 
should be dny ambiguity in the «d+ 
dress respecting them, it was, be- 

(i3] cause 
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cause they were ‘so consistent with 
the spirit of the constitutiun, so 
blended with our system of juris- 
prudence, so congenial to the prac- 
tice of former times, and so con- 
formidable to the letter of former 
acts, that it was impossible to make 
any discrimination. They had been 
passed in a moment of turbulence 
and alarm, and had been found ad- 
mirably calculated to meet the 
emergency of the time. With 
regard to the assertion, that endea- 
vours for procuring peace had been 
made only of late; an endeavour 
depended on a variety of circum- 
stances, such as the relative state 
of parties, the number of allies 
with whom we might be ‘engaged 
to, act, the atterition we paid to 
their interests, and the concert we 
wished to preserve with them: and 
this truth, he said, was abundantly 
sufficient to humble the triumph of 
the honourable gentleman, who 
had asserted, that we were at last 
come to the period which he had at 
first pointed out, and were only now 
adopting those measures, which, 
had we listened to him, might have 
been adopted long ago, Might not 
a period of four years have produced 
many events to justify a material 
change of policy, and to render 
mieasures wise and expedient now, 
which would not have been so, at 
another time ? As to the question 
of our resources, they furnished a 
subject of well yrourided confidence. 
They had nothing in them hollow 
or delusive; they were the result 
of an accumulated capital, increas- 
ing wealth, high .and_ established 
credit; the fruits of. fair’ exertion, 
laudable ingenuity, and successful 
industry. ‘hey had been produced 
under a system of order and justice, 
whilst we had been contending 


fortitude and perseverance, 


against a country in every respect 
the reverse of the picture: whilst 
the violence of France had been 
over-running so /great a portion of 
Kurope, and carrying desolation in 
its progress, we had been enabled, by 
our naval exertions, to counterba- 
lance their successes, by acquisitions 
in different parts of the globe, and 
to preface the way for the restora- 
tion of peace to our allies, on terms, 
which even their strength might 
have been insufficient to procure. 
If, indeed, we cast our eyes over 

the geographical situation of the 
seat of the war, we should certainly 
be forced to admit, that the emperor 
had not regained, by: his victories, 
all that he had lost ; but’ did’ we 
count for nothing the destruction of 
those armies, by whom all previous 
successes cf the enemy. had been 
atchieved ? Did. we count for no- 
thing the glorious testimony which 
had been exhibited .to “mankind, 
that disciplined valour finally must 
triumph over those principles which 
the war was undertaken to oppose, 
and which owed all’ their extraor- 
dinary successes, to the violence in 
which they originated, and the ex- 
cesses with which they were accom- 
panied? A memorable warning 
had been afforded, by those foreign 
powers, who, in opposition to their 
true interests, had courted the al- 
liance of that enemy, and expected 
to find security in disgraceful tran- 
quillity : recent events had served 
also to exculpate those who had 
been calumniated, as desirous to 
embrace their principles and receive 
their laws; and in Germany they 
had left behind them nothing but 
the memory of wrongs, and the 
feelings of resentment. Germany 
had furnished a striking instance of 
He 
trusted, 


trusted, that these were virtues 
which our country had not to learn, 
_ England had never shewn itself de- 
ficient in firmness and magnanimity; 
~ it was unrivalled in resource, it was 
foremost in exertion, and it had 
only to maintain its accustomed 
vigour to effect the restoration of 
general tranquillity, upon terms 
consistent with the dignity of the 
_ character, and the security and in- 
_ terest of Europe. 
Mr. Fox said a few words in ex- 
_ planation, in which he complained 
that Mr. Pitt -had misrepresented 
his argument, respecting the time 
for negociation. He did not argue, 
that, because it was right to neyzo- 
ciate now, it was right to nego- 
eiate at any former: period, but, 
- (and he had not altered his opinion 
from any thing he had heard) that 
if it were prudent and wise to send 
an ambassador to Paris now, when 
- the French had carried their arms 
into the heart of Germany, it would 
not have been dastardly and pusil- 
lanimous to have adopted that mea- 
sure, when they had not ofe foot 
of that territory. He said, that 
he still retained his opinion re- 
 Specting the new laws; and when 
he voted for the address, he did 
_ not include them in his construction 
vof that part of it, in which, men- 
” tion is made of the wisdom and 
) energy of the laws, against the 
~ two odious and degrading acts, he 
_ considered himself bound, by every 
) tie of interest and duty, as an Eng 
% ~ lishman, and as a representative of 
' the people, on every occasion, 
loudly to remonstrate: they had a 
> Girect tendency to change the genius 
_ of the nation, as well as the spirit 
» and even fon of government. If 
> there was cause to be uneasy about 
the threatened evil, we had reason 
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to tremble at the operation of the 
remedy. In all innovations, the 
remote and unforeseen consequences 
are, usually, of more importance 
than the immediate effects. Could 
those consequences be foreseen, they 
would, in many cases, be imme- 
diately resisted. By the time they 
are perceived, custom and habit 
have rendered them less odious and 
intolerable. Authority rises into ab- 
solute dominion by slow degrees: 
by encroachments, each of which, 
singly considered, seemed to be of 
little importance: the vanity’ of re- 
sistunce at last breaks the spirit of 
the people, and disposes them to 
unreserved submission: the political 
importance of the people being 
wholly gone, they are degraded 
more and more, and subjected to 
greater and greater oppression and 
insult, But, when the tendency 
and bent of national opinions and 
manners is ouce formed, it is easy 
for government to give it impetus 
and direction. Tyranny of govern- 
ment Is not to be exercised without 
degradation of the people. These 
two principles mutually promote 
the growth and strength of each 
other: just as in certain diseases, 
the derangement of the body pro- 
duces debility of mind, and the de- 
bility, thas induced, increasesthe bo- 
dily disorder from whence it sprung. 
The question, on the address, be= 
ing put, was carried unanimously, 
On the eighteenth of October, 
the house of commons resolved itself 
into a committee, to take into their 
consideration, that clause of his ma- 
jesty’s speech, which alluded to the 
intention manifested by the enemy 
to attempt a descent of these king- 
doms; the clause being read, the 
chancellor of the exchequer, after 
some prefatory matter, which it 
{1 4] could 
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could not. serve any purpose to re- 
cord, said, that the natural defence 
of this kingdom, was its naval 
force, now ‘more formidable than 
at any other period in the history of 
the country. Yet it was capable 
of considerable increase, could an 
additional increase of seamen be 
procured, or even of landmen: for 
this purpose he suggested a levy 
upon the different parishes through- 
out the kingdom : an expedient 
similar to that which had been prac- 
tised, with so much success, about 
‘two years before. He therefore 
proposed, in the first place, a levy 
of fifteen thousand men, from the 
different parishes, for the sea ser- 
vice, and another for recruiting 
the regular regiments. In digesting 
this plan, he said, there were two 
things principally to be considered : 
first, the means of calling together 
a land force sufficient of itself to re- 
pel an invasion, even independently 
of a naval force: and, secondly, to 
adopt such measures, in raising this 
force, as should not materially in- 
terfere with the agriculture, com- 
merce, and general industry, of this 
kingdom, The primary object was 
to raise and gradually train, such a 
force as might,. in a short time, be 
fit for service. Yor this purpose, he 
proposed a supplementary levy of 
militia, to be grafted on the old 
establishment, tothe number of sixty 
thousand men; not to be imme- 
diately called out,but to be enrolled, 
officered, and gradually trained, so 
as to be fit for service at a moment 
of danger. As to the manner in 
which the troops were to be fur- 
nished, he thought that it should 
be, generally, from all partsof the 
kingdom: and that an obligation 
should be imposed on those who 
ehould be allotted either to serve 


in person, or to find a substitute. 
He also proposed to provide a con- 
siderable force of irregular cavalry ; 
the regular cavalry, on the establish — 
ment, was by no means inconsider= 
able ; and the yeomanry cavalry, 
from their number, sufficiently re- 
spectable, had proved themselves 
to be highly useful in securing the 
quiet, and the internal tranquillity 
of the country. The farther this 
species of force was extended, the 
more good was likely to accrue 
from it. He estimated the amount 
of the irregular cavalry, by the 
number of horses kept for pleasure, 
throughout the kingdom ; which, 
from the produce of the horse«tax, 
in England, Scotland, and Wales, 
appeared to be about two hundred 
thousand. He, therefore, proposed 
that every person tvho kept ten 
horses, should be obliged to pro- 
vide one horse and one horseman, 
to serve in a corps of militias 
that those who kept more than 
ten should provide in the same 
proportion: and that those whe 
kept fewer than ten, should form 
themselves into classes, in which it 
should be decided by ballot, who, 
at the common expence, should 
provide the horse and the horseman, 
These troops were to be provided 
with an uniform and accoutrements, 
formed into corps, and put under 
proper officers. The next class of 
men, which the minister regarded 
as proper subjects for defending the - 
country, in case of invasion, was 
the game-keepers. He therefore 
proposed, that those persons who 
had taken out licences to shoot | 
game, or deputations for game- 
keepers, should, within a certain 
period, be at liberty to return the: 
same if they thought proper; but 
after that period, if they should con- 

tinue 


\ aa their licences, or deputatious 
me-keepers, then they should 
“Belize tofind substitutes. He ob= 
_ served th at gent'emen might smile 
at the idea of raising a force by such 
means, but that smile would be con- 
vetted into surprize, when they 
heard that the number of persons, 
who had taken out those licences, 
were seven thousand. ‘Nhe whole 
number of cav alry which he propo- 
to raise, by the means he had 
entioned, was twenty thousand. 
“«Thus,” said the chancellor of the 
exchequer, “have I pointed out 


ise fifteen thousand men, to be 
divided between the land and the 
a service ; to raise a supplemental 


> litia, and twenty thousand for the 
cavalry.”” He concluded with mo- 
ng, “* That a bill be brought in 
for raising a certain number of men 
"in the seyeral counties of Great 
Britain, for the service of his me- 
“desty.” 
_ Mr. Sheridan expected that the 
inister would have accompanied 
his statement of defensive opera- 
ions with some explanation of the 
_ reasons, why it was necessary to take 
any such measures at all? There 
was something extremely peculiar, 
he observed, in the mode of announ- 
cing the attempt apprehended in his 
jesty” s, that is, the ministers, 
speech, on which this gentleman 
bimselfhadbestowed such abundant 
praise. ‘Ihe words, “ manifested 
the intention,” were vague and in- 
efinite. [ am afraid, said Mr. She- 
dan, that the resolutions, now 
roposed, are calculated rather to 
invite than to prevent an invasion ; 
~ that they tend to frighten this coun. 
ry, but not to frighten France. 
*- hey proclaim to the enemy, thar, 
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till the new force; which it ‘is pro- 
posed to collect and to train, is 
brought into action, we are not in © 
a proper state of defence, and thus 
point out the intermediate time, as 
the proper period for making a suc- 
cesstul attempt. Mr. Sheridan did 
not mean to oppose the resolutions ; 
he wished only to have some farther 
explanation, and to be informed, 
whether the real object of all our 
military preparations was not the 
extension of our colonial posses- 
sions in the West Indies? ° 
Mr. Dundas said, whether the 
preparations that have been made 
wiliend in a descent on this coun- 
try, or no, itis impossible to decide. 
There are appearances of a dispo- 
sition to make an attempt, which is 
sufficient to justify ministers for 
wishingto put the state in a posture 
of defence. In his opinion, it de- 
pended upon theconduct of bis ma- 
jesty’s ministers, in regulating or 
adopting the precautions proposed, 
whether the projected invasion 
should, or should not, be carried 
into exgcutiun. If, Mr. Dundas 
added, the present negociation 
should be unsuccessful, this coun- 
try should not. be tied up from 
offensive operation: for, in the 
event of prosecuting thewar, ourde- 
fence at home may depend upon the 
ability we possess to attack the ene- 
my abroad, I think it, therefore, of 
essential importance to augment our 
regular force, forthe defence of these 
kingdoms, and, if necessary, to car- 
ry on the military operations, as cir- 
cumstances may dictate, against an 
enemy that hag evinced a disposi-- 
tion to destroy our commerce, and 
disturb our inteinal tranquillity. 
Mr, Fox, though he did not con- 
sider it to be the duty of any man 
to make any opposition to the mea- 
sure 
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sare now proposed, in the present 
stage of the business, took the pre- 
sent occasion to make vatious- ani- 
madyersions on different parts of the 
plan, as well as on its general spirit 


and tendency, and the conduct of 


the minister ia this aud other points 
of the last importance, in which he 
had flagrantly deviated from the 
principles ofour constitutional policy. 
Concerning the observation, that, if 
we should be under the necessity of 
going ou with the war, our military 
preparations might be very benefi- 
cial to us in many respects, he gaid, 
“« T object to the generality of this 
mode of speaking, because it con- 
veys tous no specific information, 
and is likely, from being just in the 
abstract, to entrap some into an ap- 
probation of measures of dangerous 
consequence, It is not, said he, 
by the authority of ministers, but 
by the striking exigency of a_par- 
ticular moment, that parliament 
are justified in adopting particular 
and extraordinary measures. 
honourable secretary of state says, 
* it is good to be prepared’ so it 
is. But when he comes to us, and 
makes this requisition, it is incum- 
bent on him to shew us the reason 
why we should be thus prepared. 
He should lay before us the ground 
en which he calls for that requisi- 
tion. How stood the case in former 
periods of this war? In 1794, there 
was as much reason for such a mea- 
sure as there is now; there was 
then as much of a rumour ofan in- 
vasion as there is now; and so the 
ministers told us at that time. “Vhe 
house, upon the ministers asser- 
‘tions, agreed to measures of an un- 
constitutional nature, to avert, as it 
was supposed, the impending dan- 
ger. Such measures, although un- 
constitutional, were then thought to 
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be necessary ; and they were thought 
also to be sufficient to keep the 
French from attempting the des- 
perate measure of an invasion, 
Are the French now more likely to 
make that desperate attempt than 
they were then ? or, are we not now 
in a better situation, than we were 
then? I conceive that ministers 
themselves would answer these ques- 
tions in a manner yery consolatory to 
the people of this country. Such was 
our state in 1794. Whatis it now, 
and what the difference between the 
two situations? Ministers now tell 
us, that an intention has been mani-< 
fested, on the part of the enemy, to 
invade these kingdoms. I am too 
much accustomed to the artifice of 
ministers to receive any very deep 
impression frem what they say. Did 
they not say formerly, what they say 
now, that the enemy had some in-_ 
tentions of invading this country ? 

Certainly they did, and they werein- 
trusted with force sufficient to pre- 
vent that calamity. It may be true, 
that greater danger actually exists at 
present than at any former period, 
yet additional arguments are neces- 
sary to prove this. But, says the 
right hon. gentleman who spoke 
Jast, * I am of opinion, that, as it 
may be necessary for this country 
to carry on an offensive war, this 
measure may be of great advantage, 
inasmuch as we may thereby be the 
better able to avail ourselves of our 
forces.’ 'To this, as a general pro-- 
position, 1 do not object’: it is true. 
But then, I say to ministers, * bring 
before us the facts on which you 
say this measure is necessary.’ What 
I object to, is your duplicity. if 
you really want this force, and 
to the cxent yeu say you do, shew 
me the reason for it, and I will 
grant it chearfully, All I want, 

is, 


., that you state to me the rea- 
ons. You did so when you called 
or the augmentation of the navy, 
you had it; but donot ask 
thing to carry on the war 
ad, under the mask of defend- 
¢ us at home; for, in that ease, 
are asking, under a false title, 
t, under a real one, the people 
‘this country wouid not grant to 
; for, I know, they will grant 
ou to prevent an invasion at 
€ what they would refuse with 
dignation, if asked to carry on 
3 war abroad.’ But, sir, it seerns 
€ are to have the responsibility of 
Ministers for the due application 
VR 
f the grant which they now call 
Look at the extent to which 
e principle of voting such extra- 
ordinary measures as this, upon the 
ea of responsibility, may lead you, 
sy it you will introduce a practice 
that must deprive the people of all 
eir rights, and all their property : 
it should turn out (not an extra- 
ant hypothesis) that all this sto- 
y about an invasion is a mere pre- 
fence to gain the consent of the 
eople to the measure now propo- 
ed, and that the real object is ex- 
: en ely different : what then will 
‘become of the boasted responsibility 
F ministers ? > how are we to make 
:m responsible ? We may say,and 
; truly, that, “the event has proved 
jere was no danger of an invasion 
hen this measure was adopted.’ 
9 Which the ministers may an- 
ver, and be assured they will, 
‘True, there was no invasion, but 
en it was owing to the very mea- 
ires which we proposed, and you 
di pted, that the invasion was Hie 
. ted.’ “How, then, are we tumake 
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case, is perfectly ridiculous. Why, 
sir, at this rate, you may go on, and 
do every thing that the minister 
may ask you, until you have to- 
tally destroyed the constitution; the 
principles have. already been too 
much invaded by the measures of 
the present ministers, There are 
some inconyeniences that necessa- 
rily arise out of a free constitution. 
I know that many authors, of great 
eminence, have pointed out those 
inconveniences. I do not deny it, 
although I have never seen them 
in so. strong a light as the authors 
I allude to say they did; but the 
advantages resulting from a free 
constitution are so great, so nume- 
yous, and, to me, so clear, that 1 
cannot patiently argue upon.them, 
when they are put ina scale against 
the supposed advantages of a con- 
trary form. Be that as it may, in 
the opinion of others, I say, you 
cannot argue that subject in this 
house; for the people of this coun- 
try have made their election : they 
have chosen a - free government, 
and it is your duty to preserve it, 
with all its ineonveniences, if there 
be any that are worth mentioning. 
lf, therefore, when ministers -pre- 
tend an alarm, you are to give 
them whatever power they may ask 
for, when it is impossible you can 
attach any responsibility to them, 
as | have proved already. in this 
case you cannot, why then, you de- 
serl the point on which the people 
of the country have already made 
their election ; and, instead of the 
blessings which your ancestors in- 
tended for you, you take what may 
appear to you, but what never ap- 
peared to me, the advantayes of 
despotism. . This would be a fraud 
upon the people of this country. 
L know~-the eloaguence that has 

ofien 
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often been employed to shew, or 
attempting to shew, by a flotrish- 
ing antithesis, that we possess all 
the advantages of a ite goveru- 
ment, and those of 4 despotic 
monarchy, by possessing the wis- 


doin which arises from a fice dis-. 


cussion of the representatives of 
the people, and the promptitude 
and dispatch of an unlimited mo- 
narchy. Such an anfithesis may 
answer the purpose of an ingeni+ 
ous orator, and aid him in the 
course of a florid declamation ; 
but it can avail but little to any 
man who wishes for the *afety of 
our.constitution, [am of opinion, 
that our constitution, in its true spi- 
rit, cannot mix with any thing des- 
potic. Have recourse to experi- 
ence, the only unerring guide ; read 
the history of this country, and then 
shew me, out of what page it is that 
you have discoverd hew, and when 
it was, that the maxims of a free 
government have been united with 
the principles of despotism. [ 
know it cannot be done: [ know, 
also, that if you attend to history, 
and take it as a lesson, you will re- 
turn to your ancient distrust and 
jealousy, of ministers, whoever they 
may be, and that you will examine 
minutely into their conduct : re- 
flect on the consequences of tbe 
contrary practice, you see now be- 
fore you the effect of it. Confi- 
dence in the first instance renders 
eonfidence necessary in the second, 
Confidence, in ministers, induces 
them to take measures which they 
cannot continue without. farther 
confidence ; they are obliged to 
call for it'in their own defence: 
in that career you may proceed 
until you have confided away the 
whole spirit of our constitution. 
{ am afraid you have advanced in 


that career much too fat already. 
In niy opinion, the spirit of the 
constitution has been almostentirely 
set at rest, for a time, by the mea- 
sures of the Jast parliament: let 


it be the practice; fo: it is the duty, 


of the present to revive it. 

We. are told, that the military 
force, which is now proposed to be 
raised, is only to act in case of 
emergency ; what is that to be? 
what are the circumstances in which 
it may be supposed to exist ? when. 
the French shall Jand upon our 
coast? no such thing: I know 
that such a restr ction cannot and 
ought not to be imposed on exe 
ecutive government ; because, you 
should repel the danger when you 
are threatened by it. The case of 
emergency, then, will amount to 
this, that, whenever ministers shall 
think fit to allege there is danger, 
the whole of this military power, to 
be intrusted to them for the inter- 


nal defence of this country, will - 


be subjected to military law, and 
intirely at their disposal. What 
security have we, that no abuse will 
take place, respecting the applica= 
tion of this enormous force? I do 
not know what ministers may have 
respecting the intention of the 
French to attempt an invasion of 
thiscougiry. I believethe French 


have no such intention, for they’ 


“have a government whieh is likely 
to be much better informed of the 
disposition of the people, and the 


situation of this country, than to’ — 
be led to any hopes of success in, 


such an attempt; therefore, I bes 
lieve, they will not be guilty of the 
weakness tomakeit. If they should 
harbour such desperate intentions, 
T have no doubt of the issue. My 
hopes and confidence on that sub 
ject are a5 sanguine as those of any 

other 
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@ther man in this country. - But _ 
what should we do in the meaa 
© ime? what isthe duty of the house 
ee at this moment? to cherish the 
p spirit of freedom in the peaple of 
_ this country : not to repose a blind 
' 


and unlimited confidence in. the 
servants of the crown; but to be 
watchful and jealous of the exer- 
' fise of their power. Restore to 
them the right of populardiscussion; 
- tepeal those laws which have for- 
_ bidden the exercise of their most 
invaluable rights ; in one word, in- 
_ stead of amusing them with pane- 
_ gyrics upon the form, allow them 
_ to possess the spirit, of the oldcon- 
_ stitution of England: then will you, 
imdéed, see the energy of the people 
of England, and then you will have 
no oc@sion for adding to your in- 
| ternal military force; for, then, even 
"an invasion would never be formi- 
- dable. These are your real resour- 
_ ces;the restare allimaginary. I shall 
2 oy no opposition to the plan that 
18 now before you, in its present 
stage ; but, I think it fair to say, 
_ some of the parts of it are such, as, 
inthe detail, I shall think it my 
_ duty to oppose.” 
_ That part of the plan, which re- 
__ ferredto thegame-keepers, appeared 
_ to Mr. Fox to be a measure of vio- 
“Tent injustice ; nor could he con- 
| eive any danger to which this 
untry, under all circumstances, 
iid’ be exposed, that would make 
n ready to assent to a measure 
at had for its object the impress- 
ng of the subjects of this country 
ito the land service. The cir- 
mstance of impressing men, even 
‘the naval service, he said, 
pat and valuable as it is, would 
be the part which a judicious 
nd to it would select forthe sub- 
ject of his panegyric. 
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Mr. Pitt regarded the declaration 
with which Mr. Sieridan and Mr. 
Fox prefaced, and concluded their 
animadversions, that they did not 
mean to oppose the resolutions 
‘whichhe hadthehonout to propose, 
as asufficient answer to the argu- 
ments by which it was accompanied. 
Tf the right honourable gentleman, 
who spoke last, thinks that the de- 
clarations Of ministers, upon the 
subject of the present deliberations, 
are not sufficient to justify the mea- 
suves whieh are to be grounded 
upon them; if he is persuaded that 
there exists no danger of the in- 
vasion against which it is. intended 
to provide ; if he is convinced that 
the preparations to be made are des 
stined to car’y on other warlike 
operations than the plan avows, or 
are employed as pretexts to cover 
designs of encroachmcut or ambi- 
tion at home; how can he recon+ 
cile these sentiments with the con- 
duct heis to pursue? or, as a pub- 
lic man, on what public ground can 
he rest that assent, which he has 
given to the measures which have 
been suggested? But while the 
right ‘honourable gentleman in- 
dulged in his ammadversions, he 
knew well that the measures were 
demanded, by the country, as mea- 
sures. of self-defence, from which 
he could not withhold his concur- 
rence. As to the pressing of men 
for the public service, the mode 
proposed of increasing the militia, 
Mr. Pitt observed, was not new in 
its principle. They were to be 
balloted for in the same manner as 
the established militia of the ¢éous- 
try: ifthe right honourable gentle- 
mau reprobates this mode of in- 
creasing our military force, what 
was the language he h:Idon another 
occasion, and when another mode 

was 
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was pursued? In 1794, when vo~ 
luntary offers of service were intro- 
duced for the defence of the coun- 
try, this mode was represented as 
repugnant to the constitution. Aud 
now, when men are 
contribyte, their property, and per- 
sonal service to the defence of their 
country, it is discovered to be un- 
just and stigmatized as requisition. 
He admits the necessity+ of precau- 
tion, and yet reprobated every pre- 
ventive measure that was proposed : 
and, while he agreed that it is ne- 
cessary to provide forthe defence of 
the state, heis dissatisfied with the 
means by which sccurity is to be 
obtained. 

Mr. Fox, in reply to Mr. Pitt’s 
argument, in proof of the inconsis- 
tency between his declarations and 
his conduct, observed, that though 
he did not oppose his vote to the 
present resolution, he did aot give 
his unqualified assent to the mea- 
sures proposed, This was by no 
means the stage in which members 
were called on, tes this was. re- 
marked eyen by Mr. Pitt himself, 
this very meht, when he proposed 
his resolutions) to give their seati- 
ments fully on the question before 
them. 

Sir Wiilam Pulteney did not ex- 
pect that any: difference of opiai 
would have arisen on the pre 
question ; a question, in hs mind, 
that embraced so many salutary ob 
jects. He had only one of yet :0n 

toit, and that was, its being a half 
measures’ it ought to be extended, 
to the full point 3 that 
ground } 10 suould the wishes 
ofthe minister with double pleasure, 
Fle should- net apply to 


“ 


7 
and , on 


neet 


Bites 


called on to 


. 
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for any Ree information on 
the subject. It was evident that the 


French had an inyasion of thiscoun= ~~ 


try in view, andit therefore became 
the executive government to make 
every proper and necessary prepa- 
ration. 1 ‘ 

As this force was to be command-+ 
ed by country gentlemen, it could 
not be called an increase of the 
power of the crown: on the con- 
trary, he should consider it to be an 
increase of the power of the coun- 
try against the crown, . We should 
not wait until an invasion was actu- 

ally to take place. Must not time 
be given for men to be prepared 
and ‘disciplined. ? or, were they to 
march against an invading enemy, 
without the means of fieay or 
ignorant of the use of those arms . 
they might chance to have about 
them ? 

The resolutions proposed by Mr. 
Pitt, respecting the augmentation, 
of our militia and naval force, were 
agreed to, and being thrown-into 
the form of bills, were, after varis 
ons objections and. answers, and 
not a few alterations, amendments, 
and e explanations, passed intoslaws, 
in the month of December, Barly 
in June, a bill was brought into the. 
house ot commons, by the secretary 
of state, Mr. Dundas, for raising 
and embodying a militia in Scot- 
land. . As to the game-keépers bill, 
which formed at first a part of, the 
cavalry-bill, strongobiectionshaving 
becn made by Mr. Sheridan, and 
others, to its unconstitutional prins 
ciples and dangerous; tendency,, it 
was, on the second of December, 
withd:awn*.on,the second. read- 
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Public Expenditure and Income.—<Army and Navy, and other Estimates. 
« Supplies, with Ways and Means.—New Taxes.—Delates on these sub=- 


jects. —Particularly on Sums sent, 


and proposed to be sent to the Em- 


peror-—Portion given with the Princess Rayal—tielief to the Subscribers 
to the Loyalty Loan.—Navy and Exchequer. Bills Funded.—dniia 


. Budget, 


NHE ancient historians of the 
two priacipal nations of an- 
tiquity, at least of those with whom 
we are at all tolerably acquainted, 
so charmingand instructive, by their 
attention to whatever is fitted to 
engage attention, and interest the 
human heart, have generally left us 
in the dark about the annual supplies. 


_ Their heroes, indeed, performed 


great exploits; but of the ways and 
means by which they raised, em- 
bodied and supported their armies, 
we do not find in their works any 
regular or satisfactory account: so 
that the leaders of ancient expedi- 
tions, have the appearance, in our 


imagination, of sallying forth with- 


out scrip or purse, like the adven- 


_ turers in the ancient romances. 


Theprogressofsociety ; theextend- 
edtheatres, and multiplied objects of 
war, with new methods of preparing, 


combining, and applying force, have 


rendered military operations at sea 


_ and land so complicated and expen- 


sive, that the intelligent reader of 


- modern times is not more curious to 


know the fortune, and fate of armies, 
and navies, when raised, than to be 
made acquainted with the pecuniary 


resources, by which \they are, sup- 
ported: in a delineation, therefore, 
of great affairs, the. passions and 
views of sovereign princes, \ the 
movements of armies, and the revo- 
lutions of states and kingdoms, it 
becomes indispensibly necessary for 
the modern historian or annalist, 
to give some account of .revenue, 
finance, and commerce:;a subject, 
however, into which we.shall not 
enter more than, is absolutely ne- 
cessary. We shall confine ourselves 
to general results, it being impossible 
toinfuse any degree of interest Into 
minute arithmetical details, or to 
render them to most men other than 


_ tedious, dry, and diseusting. 


The house of commons, having 
on the twentieth of October, 1796, 
resolved itself into a committee of 
supply, the secretary-at-war moved 
that the estimates, presented on a 
former day, shouldnow be takeninto 
consideration, Though the whole 
of the estimates, on account of of- 
ficial delays, were not yet ready 
for inspection, that portion of them, 
which he held in his hand, would 
afford every information, in point of 
fact, that could> come before them. 


The 


- 
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The estimates on the tab’e con- 
tained details of the most material 
arrangements of the current year, 
and would be found, every way, ex- 
plicit on the subject of the expen- 
diture. 

The whole force of this coun- 
try, consisting of the common dis- 
tribution of guards and garri- 
sons, and colonies ‘and plantations, 
amounted to one hundred and 
ninety-five thousand six hundred 
and séventy-four men, the ex- 
pence of which would amount to 
5,190,000/.. The home army con- 
tained all the troops which might 
be considered as serving for the 
defence of the country: guards, 
regulars of every description, and 
fencibles. ‘The army, at home, 
amounted to sixty thousand seven 
hundred and sixty-five men. The 
army, abroad, comprehending the 
troops in the West Indies, Corsica, 
Gibraltar, Canada, Nova Scotia, 
and every foreign service, except 
those in the East Indies, which 
fell under ‘a separate description, 
amounted tosixty-fourthoysandtwo 
hundred and seventy-six men. The 
army, abroad, was composed en- 
tirely of regulars; the army, at 
home, of regulars, invalids, militia, 
and fencibles. Mr. Wyndham con- 
cluded his statements with moving 
for the Jand-service of this year, one 
hundred and ninety five thousand 
men: 

General Tarleton expec'ed that 
the honourable secretary wouldhave 
gone more into detail. The general, 
after animadverting on sundry ex- 
pences, which he held to be un- 
necessary, adverted to a fact which 
was of the utmost importance, and 
well deserving’ the consideration of 
the house of commons, especially of 
anew parliament. Last year the 


expence of the army amounted to 

the full revenue of this country, the 

year previous to the war. His ma- 

jesty's speech, however, had directed 

their attention to the atehievements 

that had been performed by our 

troopsin different parts of the world. 

He did not think, however, that 

there was much room for boasting, 

The armament, which had been 

equipped for expeditions to the’ 
West Indies, had been attended 

with enormous expence, What was 

the reason that the full advantage, 

which it might have been expected 

to produce, had not been’ obtained ? 

Had the fleet sailed too late in the 

season, or did the fault lie at the 

door of the ministers? Whether 

we looked at the general state of 
the West Indies, or at. particular 

islands, there was not much room 

for satisfaction or exultation. The 

Caribs, in St. Vincent's, were still 

in a state of insurrection, The 

troubles in Guadaloupe, and vari- 

ous other islands, still interrupted, 

and destroyed. the industry of the 

inhabitants. Victor Hughes had not 

been dislodged, nor his operations 

disconcerted. In St. Domingo the 

melancholy ravages which had been 

made, by disease, afforded no satis- 

faction in the review. Was the 

atternpt to reduce this island to be. 
prosecuted at the expence of the. 
lives of so many gallant and brave 
men? Almost every person in that 
house, and in the country, had to 

lament the loss of their friends, 

brought toan untimely end by the 

mortality which swept every thing 

before it. If we considered the 

extent of the armament, there was 

something surely faultyin the plan, 

or why was there so little obtained 

for so much expence, and so many 

sacrifices 2 
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- Mr. Hussey desired: to’ be. in+ 
formed what: was the number of 
effective men among the one hun- 
dred and ninety-five thousand con- 
tained in -the secretary at war's 
statement. ; 

The secretary replied that he was 
not prepared to giveany answer to 
the oe 

r. Fox said he had heard it al- 
leged that the engagement, made 
onthe part of this country, with 
the Maroons, had not been faithful- 
ly adhered to. He understood this 
to be the declared opinion of an of- 


ficer, of whose military talents, and. 


private worth, though not person- 
ally acquainted with him, he n- 
tertained the highest opinion. He 
alluded to colonel Walpole. 

Mr. Bryan Edwards, not having 
had the honour of a seat in that 
house, until the present parliament, 
made an apology for calling the at- 
tention of the house to any observa- 
tions of his. But being perfectly ac- 
quainted with the subject.to which 
the right honourable gentleman al- 
luded, he begged the indulgence of 
the house, while he stated a brief 
history of the Maroon negroes; the 
cause of the late war between those 
people and the inhabitants of Ja- 
maica; and the conduct of the colo- 
nial assembly in the termination of 
the business. The Maroon negroes, 

r. Edwards said, agreeably to 
what has already been stated, in the 
volume of this work for 1795, are 
the descendants of the Spanish ne- 
groes, who, when the island of Ja- 
maica surrendered to the English, 
_ in 1635, betook themselves to the 
woods. ‘They were left in posses 
sion of the interior country, and 
continued masters of the country for 
near a century, murdering, without 
mercy, all such white persons as 


Vor. XXXIX. 


was refused them. 


attempted to: make any settlements 
near them, not sparing even ‘the 
women and children. In theyear: 
1760,:Mr. Edwards became ac- 
quainted with those people: when 
he soonobserved, that they were sus- 
picious allies, and would, some time: 
or other, become very formidable 
enemies. Yet it was not truce, as. 
stated in that house, that the inhabi- 
tants of Jamaica wanted to get rid’ 
of them. The inhabitants, in-gene- 
ral, had conceived the highest opi- 
nion of their utility, and treated 
them with the utmost kindness. 
They never asked a favour of go- 
vernment, or of the assembly, that 
The immediate 
cause of the late war with the Ma- 
roons, Mr. Ed:vards stated to be 
this. ‘ Two of the Maroons, hav- 
ing been found guilty of felony, in 
the town of Montego-Bay, by steal 
ing from a poor man two of his 
pigs, were tried according to law, 
and according to the very letter of 
the treaty, and sentenced to receive 
a few lashes at a cart’s tail. The 
sentence was mild, and the punish- 
ment not severe; but the whole 
body of the Trelawney town Ma- 
roons, in revenge for the indignity 
offered to two of their number, im- 
mediately took up arms, and soon 
afterwards actually proceeded to set 
fire to the plantations. Sir, I shall 
not take up the time of the house 
with a long detail of military opera- 
tions. The gallant officer, whom, 
the right honourable gentleman who 
spoke last named, had undoubtedly 
the merit, under the judicious or- 
ders of the earl of Balcarras, of put- 
ting anend to the most unnatural 
and unprovoked rebellion: and if 
those two distinguished persons dif- 
feredin opinion,concernin gtheterms 
on which the Maroons surrendered 


> 
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it is much to be lamented. They 
both deserved equally well of the 
communityof Jamaicaandthe British 
empire at large. Such, however, I 
am sorry to say, was the fact, and 
therefore the governor, very pro- 
perly, left the whole to the deter- 
mination of the assembly. Sir, the 
first. conditions on whichtheMaroons 
were to surrender, were these; Ist. 
that they should, on a day appoint- 
ed, give up their arms, and surren- 
der all the fugitive enslaved negroes 
who had joined them. 2d. That 
they shouldask the king’s pardonon 
tbeir knees. On these terms theirlives 
were to be spared, and permission 
granted them to remain inthe coun- 
try. Now, sir, it isafact, not to be 
denied, that they did not surrender 
on the day fixed; and that they 
did not, then or on any day after- 
wards, give np the fugitive negroes. 
Ido not believe that colonel Wal- 
pole avers that they did. Colonel 
Walpole, sir, who is not less distin- 
guished for his humanity than his 
bravery, thinks, I believe, that it 
would have been generous in the as- 
sembly to have imputed their not 
surrendering im time to their igno- 
rance, rather than to any wilful de- 
lay, and politic to have let them re- 
main in the country ; but I do not 
conceive that he charges, either 
theearl of Balcarras or theassembly 


withtreachery. ‘Fleassembly,how- ’ 


ever, thought differently from colo- 
nel Walpole, and that men who had 
yiolated their allegiance, and enter- 
edinto a bloody and cruel war,with- 
out provocation, were unfit to remain 
in the island; yet, in the disposal 
of these people they manifested a 
degree of generosity and tender~ 
ness, Which is without example. 
Sir, after providing with fit and 
proper clothing for a change of cli- 


mate, ‘the assembly sent them to 
America, and appointed three gen- 
tlemen to accompany them thither, 
with a sum of 25,0001. to purchase 
lands for their future settlement, 
and for their maintenance for the 
first year, after which it is hoped the, 
example of the white people, with 
whom they are settled, and being 
removed from the former wild and 
savage way of life, they may become 
an useful body of yeomanry. I will 
add only one wordmore. Sir, there 
is now agentleman inthis town, who 
conversed with the Maroons the 
night before they sailed,andwho as- 
sures me that they expressed them= 
selves wellsatisfied withthe conduct 
of the assembly towards them ; and 
declared that having conversed with 
some American negroes, concerning 
the country to which they were go-= 
ing, they said they were content to 
go. 1 hope, therefore, we shall hear. 
no more of the business. 

Mr. Wilberforce observedthat the 
Maroons had been for one hundred 
and forty years on the island of Ja- 
maica, and he conceived that, if not. 
fit subjects of lenity, they were yet 
fit subjects of instruction, They 
had been British subjects. But he 
was yet to learn, whether any steps 
had been taken to instruct them, 
or to bring them to a true know- 
led geof the blessings of Christianity. 
Hedid not stand up as the advocate 
of the conduct of the Maroons, but 
he thought the necessary “means 
had not been taken to make them 
acquainted with habits of virtue. 

Mr. Edwards, in reply, said, 
when he took the liberty of an- 
swering the charge of the right he- 
vourable member over the way, 
{alludiny to Mr. Fox) respecting 
the faith of the -country” hav 
ing been broken; he did so, be. 

: cause 
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cause he knew theassertion was not 
true. Colonel Walpole could not 
say it had been broke; although he 
disapproved of the measwres against 
the Maroons. He did not expect, 
after he had answered one observa- 
tion, to have another started. Now 
the planters are accused of not in- 
structing the Maroons in religion, 
and initiating them in thehabitsof ci- 
vilized life.. When objections were 
started, upon speculative grounds, 
there was no end of them. Were he 
called upon to deliver his own pri- 
vate opinion upon the subject, he 
would perhaps disapprove of the 
mode of confining the Maroons tose- 
parate communities ; but situated as 
they were, in this respect, they spoke 
a language of their own; and of 
course, being unacquainted with the 
language of the island, they were 
not capable of benefitting from the 


. common means of instruction, a cir- 


cumstance which, of itself, was a 
sufficient reply to the objection of 
the honourable gentleman. Their 
language was a mixture of the Spa 
njsh and another language, which 
made it impossible to teach them 
the principles. of religion. He 
thought whoever took it in hand 
would have hard. work to make 
Christians of them, They were so 
addicted to polygamy, that it would 
Tequire the utmost exertion of hu- 
man ingenuity. to confine them to 
one woman. He was contented 
with one woman, but he was sure 
no Maroon was, With regard to 


_ ihstructing them, by sending clergy- 


men among them, he believed such 
an attempt would be impossible, for 
he did not know any.clergyman that 
would much like to go. To hiscer- 
tain knowledge, the Maroons Were 
cannibals. He was sure, if a cler- 
gyman was to be sent to them, in- 


risi 


stead of listening to his doctrines, 
they would eat him up. He be- 
lieved that, under all these circum- 
stances, the honourable gentleman 
would have some difficulty to make 
them converts; but there was no 
mode of proselytism which he (Mr. 
Wilberforce) could suggest, that 
would strike him with surprize, after 
having once heard him propose, on 
the moment thata ship arrives from 
Africa, to send a clergyman, with a 
pail of water, to baptize all her 
cargo, without ever previously at- 
tempting to instil into their minds 
the principles of religion, or to in- 
form them respecting the nature 
and end of the ceremony. 

Mr. Fox was-extremely glad that 
he had said the few words that he 
did on the late wansactions with 
the Maroons, as it had given rise - 
to the explanation of the honoure 
able gentleman (Mr. Edwards), 
which was perfectly satisfactory. 

After this interesting digression, 
various resolutions, moved by the 
secretary at war, for defraying a 
variety of expences for the public 
service, were unanimously agreed 
to. 

Ina committee of supply, on the 
2d of December, the secretary at 
war observed, that the estimates of 
expences, on thetable, that remained 
to be voted were so much matter of 
course, and so little different from 
those of last year, that he did not 
conceive it to be necessary for him to 
say more than to move the differe . 
ent resolutions founded upon them, 
These resolutions were then moved 
and agreed to accordingly, 

Onthe7thof December the chan+ 
cellor of the exchequer produced his 
annual estimate ofthe public revenue 
and expenditure, with ademand of 
supplies, or what is barbarously.call 
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ed, his bag or budget. The sum total 
of the supply required for the year 
1797,digested under the heads of 
the army, the. navy, miscellaneous 
services,* diminution of . the nati- 
onal debt, ordnance, and deficiency 
of taxes, amounted. to27,647,000/, 
The ways and means, proposed by 
the chancellor of the exchequer, 
for raising this supply, amounted to 
27,945,000I. : so that there was an 
excess of Ways and means, over the 


ANNUAL REGISTER, 1797. 


amount of the supply, of 298,000/.4 
new taxes were to belaid for raising 
the interest of former debts to be 
liquidated, and sums now borrow- 
ed or anticipated t to the amount 
of 2,110,000/.. The interest on 
the loan was calculated at 6/. 15s. 
per cent. : 

The new taxes for raising the in- 
terest on public expences, contract- 
ed or tobe contracted, being stated, § 
Mr. Pitt said, that these were dif- 

fused 


* Under the head of miscellaneous servéces were comprehended, besides the various 
sums usually voted for such services, the sums given for Bie provision of the emigrant - 


French priests, amounting to - 
For the diminution of the national debt 
Ordnance - .- 
Defraying of land and malt taxes 


Deficiency of other taxes, after deducting the surplus of grants for 


1796, which amounted to 420,000/. 


#£. 378,000 
200,000 
1,623,000 
350,000 


1,023,000 


A vote of credit, which he intended to move for, and which he ae ce 3 fers ica 
: . ? 006 
afterwards explain. ? 
+ The ways and means proposed, were, 
Land and malt tex - - - - 2,750,000 
Produce of the consolidated fund - - - 1,075,000 
Surplus of grants of 1796 - - - - 420,000 
Surplus ofthe lottery, after deducting the sum due upon it to the loyalists 200,000 
A voluntary loan - - - ~ 18,000,000 
Exchequer-bills to be issued - - - 5,000,000 
‘Total of ways and means - - - 27,945,000 
‘Total of supplies demanded - - - - 27,647 
Surplus of ways aud means - - - 298,000 
Y For the interest of 13,000,0001. of loan - - 1,215,000 
For interest on 5,000,0001. of exchequer-bills - - 275,000 
For interest on excess of navy debt, beyond the estimate of 1796, be- d161000 
ing 8,250,0001. ‘ 
For interest of future excess of navy debt, calculated at 5,702,000l. * 277,000 
Substitute for abandoning the collateral bill - - * 140,000 
2,222,000 


foan of 200,0001, by the East-India company, therefore the sum of taxes 


From this was to be deducted the interest to the subscription to the 
2,110,00@ 


to be provided for would be 


§ The new taxes were as follow. 


a Al, ; EXCISE. 2! 

Ten per cent. on teas . 2 ad _- 42,0008; 
_'Ten per'cent- on coffee ; - - - 30,000 
‘Additional duty on sales by auction, 24 in the pound on estates, andd 

and 3d,.on goods. § } 40,000; 
ba On 
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fused over to many articles, that 
they would operate with equality, 
and yet not bear hard on the poor. 
By the production’ of the taxes it 
might be inferred, that the war had 
not materially injured the sources of 
our prosperity. Having explained 
the grounds of his estimates, as 
nearly as’ he could, both of the re- 
quisite supplies and the means of re- 
ceiving them, he took notice of an 
expence of a particular nature that 
had occurred in the interval of par- 
liament : an aid granted to the em- 
peror. A sum of about 1,200,0001. 
he believed, had been allotted to tha: 
prince, To have withheld this as- 
sistance would haye been to sacri- 
fice the best hope of this country of 
bringing ‘the present contest to a 
fortunate issue, It*was his intention, 
if this conduct should meet their 


approbation, ‘to claim ‘and ‘solicit’ 
their confidence, in continuing the 
same system. He could not, fot ob- 
vious reasons, propose any’ spécific 
sum to be granted to his ‘Imperial 
majesty. But if they should think 
proper to repose the same confidence” 
in ministers, in granting such occa- 
sional aid as they might see to be’ne= 
cessary, ‘it should, on their part, be 
exercised with the same caution, He 
therefore proposed a vote of three 
millions, chiefly with a view of en- 
abling ministers to make advances 
to our allies, if we should be com- 
pelled to persevere in the war, ; 
The resolutions, for raising the 
supplies, with the ways and means, 
being moved by Mr. Pitt, 

' Mr. Grey impugned his state- 
ments as false and erroneous, and 
Kis demands as unsuitable to the 


, £. ; 
si : Brought over 310,000 
On bricks, 1s. per thousand - = “ a 36,000 
Spirits, 1d. per gallon - - - - 210,000 
Licences on Scots distillery - - - 300,000 

Total excise 856,00 
+7 —_——— 

CUSTOMS. 

Sugar, 2s. 6d. per cwt. - - . - 280,000 
Pepper ~ - i a - ; - 10,000 
Ten per cént, on brimstone, iron, oil olive, and staves - 43,000 


Five per cent. on all other customs ; prize goods, coals, and wine excepted 110,000 


Other articles on import, such as starch, bricks, &c. - 


23,000 


Total of customs 466,000 


Additional to the assessed taxes and new house-tax, 10 per cent: 290,000 
lation of stamps , =f - - - 80,000 
Adaitional postage and regulation of the post-office + © 250,000 
Stage coaches adc: tional ~ - - _ 60,000 
Stamps on pareels (given up afterwards) - - 60,000 
Canal navigation - - - - * 120,000 
ee 

: Total amount of new taxes _ 2,132,000 
Amount of the annuity or interest to be raised - - 2,110,000 
Excess of taxes 22,000 

; b ;  —— 

Ja LK 3] situation, 


184] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1797. 


situation, and unnecessary to the 
true interests of this country. He 
hoped that, if the house retained 
any regard for the functions with 
which they were invested, and that 
economy which the situation of af- 
fairs so much required, they would 
- consider the subject with serious at- 
tention, and adopt some effectual 
plan to check the. extravagance 
which was practised, and that neg- 
lect of their controul which marked 
the public expenditures It would 
be iound, he said, that. great as 
the burthens about to be imposed 
were, there would. be. still’, far- 
ther impositions to a very great 
amount. 

Mr. Pitt was ready to admit that 
the accounts, on which he now rea- 
soned, of the exports and imports, 
Were not very correct, aud he never 
meant to argue from them, as by 
themselves supporting a precise con- 
clusion, with regard to the state of 
our commerce. ‘They were, how- 
ever, as correct now, as they had 
been on former occasions; and, bya 
comparison of them with former 
statements; it appeared that the ex- 
cess of the exports and imports was 
as great asin times of peace. He 
conceived it probable that the taxes 
would ke eqsual to all the ends which 
they: were a: signed to support, and 
he wished to!know, whether the ex- 
perience whch had already been 
obtained, was such as ought to in- 
duce him to propose additional bur- 
thens, while the necessity of so un- 
pleasant @ task was by no means as- 
ceftained ? 

Mr, Fox considered the present as 
one.of-the most false statements of 
fivance that was ever brought for- 
ward, calculated merely to delude 
the people of this country ; and ac- 


companied with some political ob- 


servations, which were a libel on the 
constitution. Though the house 
were about to vote burthens, equal 
to the whole that had been imposed 
during the first three years of ‘the 
French and American war, they 


would find that’ above one million, ; 


more was still actually necessary. If 
this he true, said he, as it certainly 
is, what shall we say, of the honour- 
able gentleman’s fair statements? 
Mr. Fox. having made several 
strictares on the. térms of the pre- 
sent loan, came, to the vote of 
credit, for money to be given at the 
cscretion of ministry to the empe- 
ror: to whom he had already given, 
without the consent of parliament, 
twelve hundred thousand. pounds. 
He had not scen the date of this 
advance; but those who were mem= 
bers of last parliament could not 
have forgotten, that, for the last 
three months of that parliament, not 
a week elapsed in which some ques 
tion was not put to the minister, in 
which he was called upon to de- 
clare, whether he intended to grant 
any pecuniary assistance to the em- 
peror ? Did the minister mean to say 
he intended to assist him, but that 
he thought his own authority for that 
purpose sufficient ? If, said Mr. Fox, 
these are the sentiments he »acted 
upon in this country ; if the mitis- 
ter be permitted to carry them into 
effect, I declare, for myself, that the 
constitution of this country is not 
worth fighting for. I wish to know 
on what principle it is that the 
minister takes this power upon him- 
self, rather than ci it to the come 
mons of Great Britain, to whom, 
and to whom only, it constitutionally 
belongs. If he directs the apphi- 
cation of the money of the people 
thus, upon foreign affairs, without 
the consent of parliament, I see no 
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reason why he should not claim the 
same power (as I dare say he will, if 
he'succeeds in this) over the whole 
of our domestic concerns.* I am sure 
the reason he gives for the one, will 
just as well apply to the other. He 
says, that parliament could not cal- 
- culate so well as he could upon the 
necessity, and upon the amount. 
That may be said as correctly of our 
domestic as of foreign affairs. Un- 
til this instance occurred, the minis- 
ter thought it decent to apply to 
parliament, and to give you an esti- 
mate of what you are to provide 
for ; but now he tells you that he 
did not think it necessary to consult 
you, because you are not judges of 
the extent of it. Did he consult 
you on the principle of it? He cer- 
tainly did not. He suffered the last 
parliament to be dissolved ; he suffer- 
ed you all to meet your constituents 
with an assurance (I do not say his 
positive and declared assurance, but 
by his silence he gave you an im- 
plied assurance) that no money was 
to be advanced to the emperor in 
the interval of this dissolution. On 
the  twenty-seventh of December 
"you met. Did he give you any inti- 
mation of his having advanced this 
money before you were called toge- 
ther? Did he give you,any intima- 
tion of it before this very night, 
when he comes before you with his 
fresh burthens on the people? Not 
a word! for.this conduct, I say, he 
ought to be impeached. He has 
had it in his power to consult you 


on this subject long ago, as it was - 


his duty. He has neglected to 
~ do so, by which he has manitcsted 
a determination to dispose of the 
money of the people of this coun- 
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try, without consulting their repre- 
sentatives. This is aggravated by 
his not: calling parliament together 
sooner. If he had advanced the 
money before you met, why did he 
not tell you so’: what reason can be 
assigned for this? In the name of . 
God, what can be said but that the 
minister thinks his judgement better 
than the judgements of the repre< 
sentatives of the people of Great 
Britain? He has said much upon 
the time on which this money was 
advanced. If he had any intention 
of advancing this money before the 
dissolution, why did he not state 
that intention to the last parliament ? 
Or, if he found out the necessity of 
it since the dissolution, might he not 
have said so to the present parlia- 
ment long ago? But he has acted 
merely on his own authority, for 
the purpose of establishing the prin- 
ciple that ministers are better judges 
of the manner in which the public 
money is to be applied, than the re- 
presentatives of the people. The 
minister says, that we should feel the 
utmost confidence in lending our 
money to the emperor, because we 
have seen in the emperor those he- 
roic qualities which usually. ac- 
company good faith. Now, sup-= 
posing heroism to be a good criteri« 
on of good faith in pecuniary, con- 
cerns, I should like to try the effect 
of this mode of reasonmg. Sup- 
pose, for a moment, that we were 
m a state of neutrality with regard 
to the French republic, and it was 
proposed that we should lend money 
to the French, would the minister, 
say we should lend them money ? 
Certainly he would not: and yet, 
if good faith in pecuniary ene 


* This prediction may, perhaps, be considcred, by some, as in some measure ful- 


filled, by the Income-Tax. 
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gagements. was to be measured 

by heroic qualities, there. are’ none 
to whom we should be more ready 
to lend our money; for, of their 

valour, they. have given abundant 
roofs.” 

Mr. Fox then proceeded to state 
the situation of the emperor and the 
¥French-at this moment, in which 
he maintained, that, with all: the 
successes of the Austrians in the lat- 
ter part of the present campaign, 
another could not be opened under 
circumstances of more, advantage 
to the emperor, than those in which 
he had been placed at the com- 
mencement of the last. -He here 
took notice of the recent successes 
of the French in Italy; and, by way 
of answering the praises bestowed 
on the good qualities of the: house 
of Austria, he instauced the cruel- 
ties that had been exercised on the 

_ unfortunate M. La Fayette, which 
had excited horror all over Eu- 
rope. He was afraid, he said, that 
there was no question to be stated, 
in the resolutions of this night, that 
would bring the propriety or impro- 
priety of sending money to the em- 
peror, without the consent of pare 
liament, with propriety- under dis- 
cussion. ~However, when it should 


come ‘before the house, he should’ 


certainly meet it with his direct ne- 
gative; forit was a direct and daring 
attack on the British constitution.. 

The resolutions, for raising the 
supplies, were then put, and car- 
ried. 

On the report of these resolutions 
on the day thereafter, Mr. Fox 


took occasion to enter again into- 


the subject of the money that had 
been granted, or promised, by mi- 
nistry, on theirown authority, to the 
emperor. In conclusion of a tong 
and animated speech, he said, if, 
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after what we have lost in money, 
in reputation, and blood, we.are 
also to submit to this oppression, the 
house of commons is no longer to be 
considered as a branch of the con- 
stitution ; and there will be little in 
our government to. distinguish it 
from absolute monarchies. . 
Mr. Pitt contended, that although 
a controul over the public; expendi- 
ture was essential to the freedom of 
the constitution,” yet the general 
principle was ‘subject to limitations. 
In:the best and most glorious: zevas 
in the history of our.government, 
the principle of extraordinaries |had 
been received not only for individual 
expences, but recognized upon ge- 
neral views. * Parliament had some- 
times committed to his majesty not 
new; but» special: powers, . which 
superseded all general questions. ‘In 
reality, he observed; the discretionary 
power, relating to the subject ‘in 
question, had been committed to his 
majesty. From his majesty’s message 
of the eighth of last year, and the 
act by which it was followed, grants 
ing a vote of credit, » »which ‘were 
read at the table, it appeared, that 
a power was’ granted to his majesty 
to apply the sum contained in the 
vote of credit, as the exigencies of 
the state might require. . 
Sir William Pultney, after as 
serving that the control of the house 
of commons, over the public purse 
of-the conntry, was the main pillar 
of the British constitution, said, that 
it unfortunately happened, that ex- 
traordinaries, ‘and a vote of credit, 
must be granted every year. But, 
surely it never was- intended, that 
subsidies to foreign powers should 
be supplied by a vote of eredit. 
New circumstances might occur to 
render it proper for ministers to ex- 
ercise their discretion ; but here the 
circum 
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circumstances were foreseen, and 
had been laid before parliament. 
The discovery, that this'sam had 
been advanced, came out ina very 
suspicious mannerindeed. It could 
no jJonger be concealed. There 
seemed to have been a desire of 
concealing the fact as iong as’ possi- 
ble, and a disclosure was only com- 
‘pelied by necessity. Hecould not, 
however, go the !ength of stopping 
the supplies, though he was of opi- 
nion, that a very strong mark of 
censure ought to be inflicted by the 
house, ‘The right honourable gen- 
tleman said, that there were quali: 
fications :to the general principle, 
and that ministers were allowed to 
exetcise their discretion) “It must 
be. confessed that cireomstances 
may. arise, when government was 
perfectly justifiable in remitting sup- 
plies abroad, for se*vices béneficial ’ 
to this country ;, and when such a 
measure was adopted by the present 
minister some years since, in hisin- 
terference with regard to Hoiland, 
that conduct received his most hear- 
ty approbation. ‘This present case, 
however, was of a very different 
description ; and, by neglecting to 
consult parliament, at a time when 
it wassitting, on the expenditure of 
the public money, the minister ap- 
peared to set himself above their 
controul, and be indifferent as to 


_ their approbation. Upon the whole 


he trusted that this proceeding 
would not pass the house of com. 
mois, without receivingsomestrong 
marks of its disapprobation. He 
was very glad that the subject had 
been brought forward in the way 


it had been done; and he hoped, 
_ that the house would never witness 


in future, a similar violation of the 


pepepics of the constitution. The 
mense navy debt which had been 
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contracted, in his opinion, proved 
great mismanagement, and want of 
foresight, in that department. It 
appeared, that great abuses prevail- 
ed in the transport-service ; and the 
house oughtseriously to inquire into 
the causes which had occasioned 
the shameful prodigality which had 
been observed, and endeavour: to 
find a remedy. fr 

Mr. Grey said, that much pain, 
and many apprehensions, hadarisen, 
from the fear of a threatened inva- 
sion, but he would venture to say, 
thatno invasion or attack, that could 
take place, would go so decidedly 
to the destruction of all that was 
valuable, namely, the liberty of the 
country, as such a power, if lodged 
in the hands of ministers. _ Viewing 
thesubject in this light, he thought 
it his duty to oppose, at least to sus- 
pend the supplies. He theretore 
moved, that tae second reading of 
the resolutions should be put off till 
to-morrow; and if the house shouid 
agree to this motion, he would, to- 
morrow, move the house to resolve 
that, in makingthese advances with- 
out the consent of parliament, the 
minister had been guilty of a high 
crime and misdemeanor. A debate 
was continued for some time with 
great warmth on this subject; but, 
on a division of the Louse, Mr. 
Grey’s motion’ was negatived by 
164 against 58. 

This’ subject was brought again 
into the house of Commons, on the 
fourteenth of December, by Mr. 
Fox, who moved, ‘* That his ma- 
jesty’s ministers, having authorized 
and directed, at different times, 
without the consent, and during the 
sitting of parliament, the issue of 
various sums of money, for the ser- 
vice of his Imperial majesty, and 
also for the service of the army un- 

der 
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der the prince of Condé,* have 
acted contrary to their duty, and to 
the trust reposed in them, and have 
therefore violated the constitutional 
privileges of this house.” 

The former debates, on this sub- 
ject, were now resumed, and con- 
tinved to a very late hour. It was 
one of the gravest and most serious, 
as well as copious and protracted de- 
bates, that took placein the present 
session of parliament. Nota few 
members, who usually followed the 
minister with undeviating uniformi- 
ty, appeared to be seriously a arm~- 
ed at the neglect, or rather con- 
tempt, he had shewn of the house 
of commons, in giving away the 
public money, without so much as 
apprizing them of it, and even in 
cautiously concealing it from them. 
The same topics of reasoning a- 
gainst, and in defence of the minis- 
ter, were handled in various man- 
ners, and placed in various lights, 
according to the genius, and habi- 
tual modes of thinking, of the dif- 
ferent speakers. We do not con- 
ccive it to be any essential part of 
this historical sketch to enter into 
the speeches of senators, any far- 
ther than may be necessary tostate, 
the most solid arguments that were 
addressed to the understanding, and 
on which the convictions or impres- 
sions made on the house appear to 
have chiefly turned. To follow 
mien of various» knowledge and 
lively fancies through all the com- 
binations, and sportiye excursions 
of their imagination, » would be 
endless, and to trace all the com- 
mon-place observations of every 
speaker an irksome task, both tothe 
writers and the readers of this narra- 


tive. Nevertheless, on this impor 
tant business, we shall set forth the 
ideas that appear to have been upe 
permost in the minds of most of 
the different speakers. 

Mr. alderman Combe, in obedi- 
ence to the instructions of his cons 
stituents, seconded the motion made 
by Mr. Fox. The discounting of 
the bills, drawn for the purpose of 
remitting money to the Imperial 
troops, had swallowed up so much 
of the money of the bank, as to 
compel that great body to narrow 
their discounts, and the British 
merchants were made to suffer, that 
the German troops might be sup- 
plied. 

Mr. Pitt, after a great deal of 
prefatory matter, respecting thecon- 
cession which Mr. Fox had been 
obliged to make, in admitting, that 
the right of the house, to dispose of 
the public money, was subject to 
some limitations, shewed, from par- 
liamentary history, that the measure 
now attacked was not unprece- 
dented, nor unconstitutional. In 
the present case, he contended still, 
as he had done before, that it was 
expedient and necessary. 

Mr. Bragge asked the gentlemen 


‘of the opposition, whether they 


would be content to have this mo= 
ney that had been sent to the eme 
peror, restored te the treasury, and 
would rather see the Frenchmarch- 
ing up to Vienna? ‘Uponthe whole, 
his opinion was, that the conduct 
of the minister, so far from meriting 
censure, washighly deserving of the 
gratitude of the nation; but, at the 
same time, he was desirous that the 
proceeding, dictated by necessity, 
should not be drawn into precedent 


*To whom a remittance of 200,000!. of which parliament knew nothing, had been 


sent in December, 1796, 


in 
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in future, notwithstanding the au- 
spicious consequences with which 
it was now attended, He would, 
with this view, propose a resolution 
to the house, the object of which 
would be to guard, on the one 
hand, the privileges of the house, 
and, on the other, to pay a due re- 
spect to the services performed by 
ministers, whom he could not help 
admiring for their magnanimity and 
services to their country, He wonld, 
therefore, moye, as an amendment 
to the motion made by the right 
honourable gentleman, to leave out 
from the first word, ‘ That,’’ and 
to.insert, “ the measure of advancing 
the several sums of money, which 
appear, from the accounts presented 
to the house in the session of parlia- 
ment, to have been issued, for the 
service of the emperor, though not 
to be drawn into precedent, but 
upon occasion of special necessity, 
was, under the peculiar circum- 
stances of the case, a justifiable and 
proper exercise of the discretion 
vested in his majesty’s ministers, by 
the vote of credit, and calculated 
to produce consequences, which 
have proved highly advantageous to 
the common cause, and to the ge- 
neral interests of Europe.” : 
Mr, alderman Lushington , ob 
served that there was so close an 
unity of connection and interest be- 
tween Great Britain and his Im- 
perial majesty, that whatever affected 
the one, equally aftected the other. 
The one could not feel. distress 
without the other suftering a share, 
Respecting the exportation of spe- 
cie, which for a time had disagreea- 
ble consequences; au increased 
mass of property required an in- 
crease in the circulating medium; 
but as this did not increase in an 
equal proportion, the withdrawing 
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any partof it was a cause of embar- 
rassment, but that only temporary, 

Mr. alderman Anderson said, that, 
at the meeting of the livery of Lon- 
don, in which only about a tenth 
part were present, a flaming speech, 
by a member of that house (Mr. W. 
Smith) had determined them to give 
the instructions that had been stated 
by his colleague. But he himself 
had plainly told them that he would 
not vote against the minister. | 

Col. Markwood (late in the East- 
India company’s service, in Bengal) 
said, that if the ministerof thiscoun- 
try, with avote of credit, between 
two and three millions at his com- 
mand, had hesitated to give some pe- 
cuniary aid towards the encourage. 
ment of those glorious exertions, 
which not oniy saved Germany, but 
England, from a very critical situa- 
tion, he would have well deserved to 
becursed. He was not one of those 
who-considered the invasion of Eng- 
land merely as a bugbear. Whoever 
argued in this manner, he would ven- 
ture to assert, was totally ignorant of 
the subject. He was decidedly of opi- 
nion, ashe had said before, that, had - 
not the ministers assisted his Imperial 
majesty, they would have richly des 
served to be cursed. ‘lhe colonel’s 
eursing zeal, by relaxing the muscles 
of the house, relieved, for a moment, 
the tedium of this long debate. 

Colonel Gascoigne, who had 
come down to the house, with a 
determined resolution to vote in fa- 
vour of the motion for censuring 
ministers, was now convinced, from 
what he had heard, that the trans- 
action, which had been made a 
ground of charge against him, had 
been the established practice of go- 
vernment since the revolution. 

Mr. Sheridan thought that the 
principle on which the measure in 

question 
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question was: defended, was more 
dangerous than ‘even any applica 
tion of it could be thought impoli- 
tic. It arrogated to the minister a 
right to judge of the rextent as well 
as the mode: of public expenditure, 
and exalted: him into an absolute 
dictator. 

‘Sir William Pulteney declared 
hisopinion, that all the minister had 
said, on the necessity of the measure, 
could not do away. the doctrine that 
the house of commons had, consti- 
tutiondlly, the controul of the pub- 
lic purse; nor that it was the duty of 
the minister to submit the measure 
to the: house..of commons much 
sooner than he did. He had at- 
tended to all that the minister had 
said, but confessed that he did not, 
by, any means, think him: justified, 
from what had appeared in the dis- 
cussion of the subject. But an ho- 
nourable gentleman, on the other 
side of the;house, .had moved an a- 
mendmeut to the original; that a- 
mendment, in his opinion, although 
it came from: a gentleman who de- 
fended the minister, implied a de- 
gree *of censure in his conduct in 
this matter; and he was content with 
any censure, rather than not. have 
apy. Some. gentlemen seemed to 
think there was no blame to be at- 
tached) to ministers upon. this oc- 
casion: He» thought there was a 
great deal, and therefore that there 
should be» some mark set upon 
such conduct to denote the disap- 
probation. of the hotse. 

« Mr._ Wilberforce apprehended 
that a vote.of credit gave to minis- 
ters a. general discretion: but that 
the whole of their conduct was sub- 
ject to the revision of the house of 
commons. He defended the con- 
duct of the minister. 

». Mr. W. Smith remarked+that the 
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amendment, although introduced by 
the minister’s friend, conveyed con- 
siderable censure on the minister 5 
and, taking it in that light, he could 
not object to its adoption, although 
the conduct which had been pursu- 
ed, might deserve a stronger censure. 

Mr. alderman Curtis told the © 
house, that he had been that day at 
the common-hall, where, npon a 
shew of hands, a majority appeared 
in favour of the resolution to cen- 
sure the minister beforehand, and 
without any consideraticn of any 
defencehe might make. Buthehad 
told his constituents that he would 
not vote as they required, ‘to cen- 
sure the minister, till heheard his de- 
fence. With this he was fully satis- 
fied, as he knew that he should be, 
and therefore he would vote for the 
amendment. 

‘Mr. J. Nichols was afraid that he 
would’ not please any side of the 
house : for he considered thé motion 
as proposing too much, and the 
amendment too little. Perhaps a 
bill of indemnity might sound too 
harshly in the ears of ministers. A 
declaratory law, or ahy thing more 
palatable, might be’ passed. He 
wished Mr. Fox to’ withdraw his 
motion. And yet he thought it ne- 
cessary thatsome proceeding should 
take place, in order to prevent the 
establishment ‘of bad precedents, ~ 

‘Mr. Fox concluded a Jong’ yet 
animated reply to Mr. Pitt, by de- 
claring his conviction, that if the 
measure -that formed the subject of 
debate was not’ reprobated, he 


‘should think that man a hypocrite 


who pretended to see any distinction 
between this government and an 
absolute monarchy. He had made 
use, informer days, of strong opi- . 
nions; he did not retract one of them; 
he had-no hesitation, in saying that 

occasions 
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eccasions might arise, even ina com- 
paratively free country, when men 
might be driven to the necessity of 
resistance. 

Mr. Bragge’s amendment, on, a 
division of the house, was carried 
by 185 against 104. 

If the minister gained a_ victory: 
over opposition, onthe present oc- 
casion, they had an opportunity of 
triumphing, in their turn, a few 
months afterwards, in, the verifica- 
tion of what was so positively pre- 
dicted by Mr. Grey and Mr. Fox, 
that enormous as the burden of 
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was, yet another million would be 
wanted,’ On the twenty-sixth of 
April, the chancellor of the exche- 


‘quer demanded a farther supply. 


He stated the purposes for which 
this was necessary, and the means 
by which it was proposed to be . 
raised. The) aggregate of. what 
had already been voted, and what 
he proposed to be now voted, for 
the public service, or, in other 
words, of his two budgets, amounted 
to 42,786,000/.* 
He proposed, at the same time, 

a farther lean of two millions, if 


more than two millions of taxes sanctioned by parliament, to the 
* The whole of t he supplies for 1797 : £. 
Navy . ° 5 . : 12,661,000 
Army . . . 6,600,000 
Army extraordinaries, or out-standing debts * . 3,387,000 
Treasury-bills and army-warrants ri A 2,088,000 
Army extraordinaries, for 1797 . . ° 4,000,000 
Ordnance : : . 1,623,000 
Ordnance extraordinaries, and barracks + 787,000 
. Miscellaneous services, including the relief of emigrant priests 929,000 
Advances to the merchants of Grenada aD ae . 600,000 
Amperial loau . . «= 500,000 
Annual addition to the: sinking fund 6 2 A 200,000 
Deficiency of land and malt + 850,000 
Repayment to the bank for advance to the consolidated fand ‘of 1795 1,054,000 
Ditto for 1796 . 1,370,000 
Farther deficiencies of land and malt 4 - ‘ 900,000 
Deficiency of the consolidated fund 2,177,000 
To discharge exchequer-bills, issued on the credit of the consolidated 
fund for 1796 : iy . “ 1,110,000 
Vote of credit for 1797 . ° . a 2,500,000 
42,786,000 
NEW TAXES, 
_ Tax on property, transiersed by private contract, at 4d. per pound 170,000 
Copies of deeds to be given in evidence, to be stampt ‘ ° 40,000 
On the probates of wills, above 3001. «! 40,000 
An additional duty of 14d. upon the stamps of each newspaper + 114,000 
‘Increased duty on advertisements : ASH ae é, 20,000 
_ Onattorney’s certificates ‘ F ie 15,000 
On ornamental plate 30,000 
_, Duty equal to the tolls on all carriages passing the turnpikes . 450,000 
On bills of exchange 3 t " 5 40,000 
qnsurance from fire 35,000 
Omitted in the sum mentioned on the produce of the stamps on pani of , 
deeds 4 ‘ A : “ 10,000 


Total of the new taxes 1,284,000 


emperor. 
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emperor, The aggregate of the 
ways and means are stated below.* 
Of the eighteen millions to be 
borrowed, one million and a half 
was for the kingdom of Ireland. of 
which the interest was to be provi- 
ded by the Irish parliament. Ano- 
ther million and a half was to be 
lent to the emperor, to enable him 
to repay the million and a half ad- 
vanced by this country. He pro- 
posed a farther loan, of two millions, 
af sanctioned by parliament, to our 
Imperial ally. For the encourage- 
‘ment of prompt payment, every 
1001. subscribed to have the value 
of 1042. 17s. 
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The several bills for imposing the 
new taxes, proposed by Mr. Pitt, 
in his two budgets for the current 
year, were regularly, and succes- 
sively, brought into both houses of 
parliament, and most of them were 
passed, with few alterations; but 
‘towards the clese of the sessions, on 
the thirtieth of June, he stated to the 
house of commons certain deficien- 
cies which had taken place in the 
estimated product of the Jate taxes, 
and which amounted to the sum 
of 660,000/. These deficiencies 
were supplied by new taxes.+ 

The house of commons, in a com- 
-mittee of supply, on the first of May, 
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, £. 
* The land and malt M ° Je r 2,750,000 
Surplus and grants ° - . 420,000 
Loyalty loan, according to the first budget > e 18,000,000 
Lottery 5 . ’ . ° a 200'000 
Exchequer-bills : ° - x 3,000,000 
Growing produce of the consolidated fund, by estimation . 2,000,000 
‘The part of the loan applied to Great Britain only ‘ . 16,500,000 
Total of the ways and means for the year 1797, 42,870,000 
ae ee 
NEW TAXES of the Second Budget. 
‘The consolidated duties on stamps in general, doubled . 320,000 
Tax on property, transferred by private contract, at 4d, per pound . 170,000 
Copies of deeds to be given in evidence, to be stamped ¢ : 40,000 
On the probates of wills above the sum of Jool. . ‘ 40,000 
An additional duty of 14d. upon the stamps of each newspaper + 114,000 
Increased duty on advertisements Fe ale) . . ~ 20,000 
On attorney’s certificates . Bilis «15,000 
On ornamental plate . ° Fs foi by 30,000 —- 
Duty equal.to the tolls on all carriages passing turnpikes . » 450,000 - 
1,199,000 
ca perth - - 
+ Surplus on Scotch spirits - . He = « 182,000 
On horses employed in agriculture P f " . 150,000 
On pepper, imported < - : 5 ~* 15,000 
On coals, exported ° PD fer . + 14,000 
Watchesandclocks « e ® ° _ 200,000 
| Eas 
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took into their consideration mes- 
sages from his majesty, for a million 
and a half, on the terms above 
stated, to the kingdom of [reland, 
and three millions and six hundred 
thousand pounds for the emperor. 
These resolutions, though not with- 
out undergoing various strictures, 
were agreed to. 

There was another remittance 
moved for at this time, for a sove-. 
reign ptince of Germany, which 
was voted readily, and without 
the least opposition. This was the 
sum of $0,000/. for a portion to be 


_-@iven with the princess royal, on 


her. matriage with the hereditary 
prince of Wirtemberg. 

During the progress of the loan- 
bill, through the different stages, 
intelligence having been received 
by the minister, that preliminaries 
of peace were either signed, or rea- 
dy to be signed, between the French 
republic and the emperer, he stated 
so the house, in a committee of sup- 
ply, on the fifth of May, that he 
should move for repayment of the 
advances already made to the em- 
peror; but that it was not his in- 
tention, according to the grounds 


he had for deciding his intention, 


at that moment, to make any pro- 
vision for farther advances to his 


una majesty. 

: subscribers to the loan, which 
Mr. Pitt obtained near the beginning 
of the session, commonly calied the 


. 4 loyalty-loan, having discovered that 
_ they were liable to incur a consi- 

_ derable loss from the subsequent 
; de ession of the funds, notwith- 


their forrcer patriotism, 


prevailed on the minister to apply 


to parliament to make them a re- 


_ ¢ompence. On the thirtieth of 


ay, he moved the house of com- 


hie to allow them 54 in every 


rias 


1002; which would amount, in the 
whole, to an annuity of sixty or 
seventy thousand pounds. 

Mr. Dent, Mr. W. Smith, Mr. 
Bastard, and other members, con- 
tended, that a loan was a specuia- 
tion, on which the’subscribers en- 
tered with the usual expectation of 
gain ot loss, as on any other specu- 
lation. They urged the evil ten- 
dency of such a precedent, and 
conjured the committee to reflect 
on the state of the country, before 
they should sanction a measure so 
unprecedented and shamefal in its 
nature, and so ruinous in its con 
quences. ‘The minister, for his own 
sake, should not persevere in amea- 
sure, which, if adopted, must tend 
greatly to countenance an opinion, 
which began to be very generally 
entertained, that there was a kind 
of collusion between him and the 
gteat monied capitalists, for che 
purpose of gratifying their respece 
tive predominant passions, power, 
and profit, at the expence of the 
sweat and almost blood of the peo- 
ple. This business was discussed 
again, on the first of June: when 
the injustice of it was so strongiy 
urged by different speakers, that 
the chancellor of the exchequer 
carried the resolution in favour of 
the money-lenders, only by a single 
vote: namely, 36 to 35. This 
question was, of course, dropped 
for the present. 

It is in connection with the ge- 


neral subject. of finance, that it 


seems proper to introduce a plan 
that was proposed by the chancellor 
of the exchequer, and adopted by > 
the house, and which met with ge- 
neral approbation, as tending. to 
sengthen public _ credit, — and 
quicken the springs of commerce 
and national prosperity. This was 
/ the 
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the funding of the navy, and exche=- 
quer bills : the former, amounting 
nearly to twelve millions ; the Jat- 
ter, to two millions anda half. In 
adjusting the amount of the bonus 
to be given, in order to induce the 
holders to take a different kind of 
security, the point to be considered, 
was the difference between the va- 
Jue of those bills, burthened with a 
discount, and drawing an interest 
of 4 per cent. and the value of 
those funds which were to be trans- 
ferred to the respective holders, 
It was deemed advisable to fund 
the bills in the different stocks, 
leaving the choice of the particular 
stock to the holders. The bonus 
granted, amounted, on an average 
of the different rates of the difte- 
rent stocks, to one anda half in- 
terest on the bills, per cent. 


* Laid out at Bengal ; investments, a 2 charges, &c. 


Madras, ditto 
Bombay, ditto - - 
Bencoolen, ditto - 
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In this chapter of finance, we’ 
proceed now to the British com- 
merce and finances in India 

On the ZOth of December, Mr. 
Dundas introduced into the house of 
commons his statements respecting 
our affairs in India, which he di- 
vided into three classes. The first 
class consisted of the average siate< 
ments of the three last years, with a 
view of enabling the committee to 
judge of the past : the second, a 
comparison of the estimates, and 
actual amount of the charges and 
revenues of the last year: the third, 
an account of whatever expences or 
disbursements might ariseina future 
year. 

From a general statement of the 
revenue and charges in India, -for 
the year 1794-5,* it appeared that 
there remained a sum applicable to 

the’ 

£. 
1,108,449 
536,808 
166,636 
26,552 


1,838,445 


Revenues and charges im British trade for 1794-5. 


Revenues. No.2, Bengal ss 


No. 6, Madras - 
No. 9, Bombay x 
’ Charges. No. 38, Bengal - 
No. 6, Madras - 
No.9, Bombay - 


Nett revenue of the three presidencies 
No. 18, Deductsupplies to Becbonien, &c. 


Surplus revenues, 1794-5 
Which-were more than the estittiates, by 


5,937,931 
1,775,782 

312,480 
8,026,193 


os 


3,477,306 
1,769,125 
2 ) - 697,924 
5,944,445 
$,026,!93 
2,081,478 
74,857 
2,006,891, 
139,147 


8. 


Total charge 
Total revenue 
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the purchase of statements and 
payment of commercial charges, 
2,084,7671. From-a statement of 
the disposition of this surplus from 
the territorial revenue, it appear- 
ed that there remained a sum of 
246,322], applicable to any other 
purpose. This sum, he understood, 
had been applied to the purchase of 
rice, and to the profit and loss ac- 
count upon internal trade. He now 
proceeded to state the general result 
of the estimates for 1795-6. Ad- 
ding the increase of assets to the de- 
crease of debts, he found that the 
company’s affairs in India were bet- 
ter that year than in that preceding 
it, by 554,390/. Having stated the 
affairs of the company abroad, the 
only part of them for which he was 
responsible, he proceeded to give the 
state of their affairs at home, which 
wefe inore immediately under the 
charge of the directors. Upona 
general compariscn of debts and 
assets, Mr. Dundas concluded that 
the company’s affairs were in these 
respects better in 1796, than in 
_the preceding year, by 1,240,490/. 
Having thus concluded his statement 
-ofaccounts, Mr. Dundas stated some 
prharges incurred by late regulations, 


No. 19, Madras 
No, 20, Bombay 


iiticaccs, &c: (No, 15.) = 
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or Jence the-nett surplus from the sdivicorial revenues, would be - 
© which it was proper to add the amount of the sales of imports, cer 
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to which a part of, the, surplus. he 
had stated would naturally .be ap- 
plied. The regulations to which he 
alluded were those that had been 
made for remedying two, grievances 
complained of by the military officers 
in the service of the East+India com- 
pany.’ They, had. not.,the ‘same 
chahce with, his majesty’s officers of 
rising in the army, being incapable, 
according to the mode and custom _ 
of the India army, of rising any 

higher than the rank of a colone 

Nor could they return to their own 
country for the . benefit of, their 
health, without giving up their com- 
missions and losing their pay 5 a sys- 
tem of great severity and injustice, 
as it left to the gallant officer, 
whose generous exertions for the 
company’s’ interest had injured his 
health without benefitting, his for- 
tune, no alternative but to return 
home totally unprovided even by 
half-pay : or to stay in the service, 
and retain his pay, at the price of 
health and pay together, The just 
complaints of the India officers had 
been remedied, to the complete sa- 
tisfaction of the great bulk of the 
officers, at the annual expence of 
500,000/. Reviewing that part of 


: This Litit, he said, might be considered as a free disposable sum for the auretiase of 


investments, for any other purpose; but, previous to such an application, a deduction 
Was to be made of the different items, as follow: ~ 


Deduct interest on debts, to be paid’ from the surplus: 
No: 18, Bengal - 


339,429 
8,307 
- - =. 4,176,072 


Total ntergst 484,302 


1,522,590 
562,177 


- - 


_ + And the amount which would be applicable to the purchase of invest- 
"ments, payment of commiercia} charges, would then be - 


(LJ 


2,084,767 


the 
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the company’s concerns which fell 
most immediately within his province 
to examine, he was confident in as- 
serting, that it was in an increasing 
progression of prosperity, and that 
there was every prospect of this 
prosperity being yet very consider- 
ably augmented. Their revenues 
and establishments were settled on 
a solid and permanent basis: nor 
was there any circumstance within 
the probable scope of events that 
was likely to reverse their situa- 
tion. 

Mr. D. Scott confirmed the gene- 
ral statement of Mr. Dundas, as to 
‘the prosperity of India, and the pro- 
gressive increase of profit upon all 
the sales. He stated’ the advantage 
to. be derived from the commerce of 
Bengal, as well as China. Mr. 
Scott observed, that it cost the 
company above 1,000,000/. -addi- 


tional, on account of freight ; but, 


in the event of peace, this would 
be saved, and consequently a much 
“Yarger profit would arise upon the 
sales: besides, in times of peace, 
many more markets would be open 
for disposing of the commodities of 
India. Mr. Scott differed widely 
from an honourable baronet (sir 
Francis Baring), in his opinion re- 
specting the possession of certain 
late acquisitions. The Cape of 
Good Hope and the island of Cey- 
jon were of the greatest importance, 
next to the possession of Bengal, for 
securing the empire of the east. 
With respect to the spice-islands, 
he thought it better that this coun- 
try should have them than the 
French ; though perhaps it was 
better that they should be lefi in- 
tirely free. 
“The various matters of fact stated 
by Mr. Dundas were now recorded, 


and authenticated in the form of re« 
solutions of the house of commons. 
Mr. Dundas, at the same time 


that he presented these statements / 


to the house of commons, wished 


the members to recollect that the © 


accounts he then laid before them 
had come over in the course of the 
preceding spring ; and observed, 
that, if they desired to have an ac 
curate account of the whole reve- 
nues, to the latest period of the year 
to which these accounts belonged) 
he should produce another state 
ment in the course of the ensuing 
spring ; by which time, he hoped, 
accounts, to the latest periods, 
would be received. He accords 
ingly, on the fourteenth of July, 
1797, presented a second statement 
of accounts. Upon a comparative 
view of the accounts presented this 
year, with the estimates on which 
the arrangements of 1793 were 
formed, it appeared, that 


The estimated surplusof #£ 
1796-7 was - 1,584,008 
Which exceeded the es- ‘ 


timate of 1793, by + 70,431 
The total of the estimate 

of receipts and sales of 

1793 was - 5,185,987 


The total- of the actual 
‘receipts of 1796-7 ; 
was - - - 7,316,916 

The nett excess of pay- 
ments over the actual 
receipts for 1796-7 
amounted to < 


Though these seemed to be falling: 
off in the state of the company’s 
affairs, .there were several great 
contingent expences increased’ this 
year, not likely to occur again to 


_any similar extent ; particularly the 


expendi- 


1,882,965 


a a | 


ny - 
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expenditure occasioned by the new if the whole of their affairs were 
military arrangement, and the mi- wound up, they. would receive an, 
litary expeditions so happily planned annual return of 950,000/, Mr. 
and executed. It appeared, from Dundas then moved various reso- 
“Mr. Dundas’s statements, that the Iutions, corresponding to his various 
company’s assets abroad exceeded statements: all of which were a- 


their debts by 660,000/. ; and, that greed to. 


ee es - CHAP 
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Clouded Aspect of British Affairs in the. End of 1796, and earlier Part of 
1797.—Messages from His Majesty to loth Houses of Parliament, 
relating to the Rupture of the Negociation for Peace at Paris.—Ad- 
dresses in consequence moved to His Majesty —Amendments proposed. 
—Detates.—Amendments rejected and the Addresses carried by large 
Majorities.— Motion for Peace in the House of Lords.—Motion for the 

* same End in the House of Commons.—Debates in both Houses. 


HILE either the improvi- 
W dence of ourcouncils, or the 
adversity of events, involved a ne- 
cessity of heavy and evensevere tax- 
ation, other discouraging circum- 
stances accompanied or followed 
this evil in close succession. _Diffi- 
culty crouded on difficulty, danger 
on danger. On the return of lord 
‘Malmesbury, towards the close of 


1796, from the unsuccessful nego-- 


ciation at Paris, the British funds 
suffered a greater depression than 
was experienced atany periodof the 
Ametican war.* Insurrections pre- 
vailedin many parts of ireland, dis- 
contents in all: an unexampled run 
on the bank of England wasfollow- 
ed by a suspension of payment in 
pecie; a mutiny of unprecedented 
extent and inveteracy raged in the 
navy; symptoms of discontent began 
to appear in the army; the public 
dissatisfaction and alarm were ex- 
pressed in petitions from all quarters 
for achange of measures, if not of 
ministers; the wild and darkening 


* The three psr cent. Consols, being so low as 511. 


forest threatened toclose around us. 
But vistas and passages were opened 
for our escape: andtemporary embar- 
rassmentsand alarms, only served to 
prove the extent of our resources, 
and the influence of those virtues 
which still strung the nervesof both 
private and public credit, and united 
Englishmen in the bonds of mutual 
confidence, and an attachment to- 
théir common country. 

In the circumstances and temper 
of the nation, in December, 1796, 
an opinion very generally prevailed, 
that the embassy jwas sent over to 
Paris, by his majesty’s ministers, for 
the sole purpose of amusing people 
with the fallacious hopes of peace, 
that they might the more easily pro- 
cure money. for the prosecution of 
the war. The adherents of the 
ministry, on the other hand, Jabour- 
ed by all means, whether of speaking 
or writing to impress a conviction, 
that the rupture of the negociation 
for peace at Paris was to be at- 
tributed to a systematical aversion 


and 
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and apprehension of peace, in the 


governing party in ‘the French re- 
public. © His majesty’s declaration, 
on this subject, was laid before the 
house of lords, by lord Grenyille, on 
the 27th of December. The sub- 
stance of this declaration was, ‘* that 
the rupture of the negociation did 
not arise from the failure of any 
sincere attempt on the part of 
France: but from the determination 
of that government (meaning the 
French government) to reject ail 
means of péace, by an obstinate ad- 
hetence to a claim which never 
could be admitted; a claim which 
that government rested on the con- 
stitution of its own country, tobe re- 
ceived by all nations as paramount 
to every principle and law in Eu- 
rope, as superior to the obligations 
of treaties, the ties of common inte- 
rest, and the most urgent considera- 
tions of general security. His majes- 
ty, who hadentered into this treaty 
with good faith, had now only to Ja-" 
Ment its abrupt termination; and 
to declare, in the face of Europe, 
that whenever his enemies should be 
disposed to enter on the work of ge- 
neral pacification, nothing should be 


_ wanting, on his part, to contribute 


to the accomplishment of that great 
object, which, was only retarded 
(meaning retarded only) by the CX 
orbitant pretensions of his enemies.’ 
A similar message, on the same 
subject, was sent from his ma‘esty 
to the house of commons. Authen- 
tic copies of all the papers, relative 
to the negociation, waving been 
in for the use of the members, 
is Majesty’s message on that sub- 


~ ject, was, on the S0th of Decem- 


’ 


ber, taken into consideration, in 
both houses of parliament. 

This message being read in the 
house of lords, Jord Grenville, after 
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lamenting the failure of the negocia- 
tion, proceeded to shew the sincerity 
of bis majesty iti that business, on 
the one part, and the insincerity of 
the French republic on the other. 
In conclusion, he moved an address 
to his majesty, containing assurances 
that ‘* the lords were perfectly satis- 
fied with his majesty’s conduct in 
the whole of the negociation, and 
that he might place the fullest con- 
fidence in the wisdom and firmness 
of his parliament, on the tried va- 
lour of bis forces by sea and land, 
and on the zeal, public spirit and 
resources of his kingdoms, for vi- 
gorons and effectual support in the 
prosecution of a contest, which it 
did not depend on his majesty to 
terminate, and which involved in it 
the security and permanent. inte- 
rests of this country. 

The earl of Guildford declared, 
that, in his opinion, the present was 
the most unfortunate day this coun - 
try had ever exper ienced, that only 
excepted which had plunged us into 
the calamities of the present war. If 
the status guo ante bellum had been 
the principle agreed on, be was rea-~ 
dy to admit that the Freach had de- 
paried from that principle : but this 
was by no means the case, The 
principle that was to form the basis 

of the negociation, was that of pro- 
por tional t restitution : and was there 
any man.being, who could say, that 
what we offered to be restored to 


‘France, was an equivalent to what 


we asked of her to restore to our 
allies? tis lordship concluded his 
speech, by proposing anamendment 
to the address, stating what he cou- 
ceived to be blameable in the on- 
duct of his majesty’s ministers dur- 
ing the whole curse of the war, 
charging them with insincerity in 
every part of the negociation, and 

[lL 3] moving 
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moving that a committee might be 
appoit ated te inguire into the pre- 
sent calamitous state of the country. 

The earl of Derby denied, as he 
always had done, any necessity, on 
our part, of going into the present 
war. He described the present dis- 
stressful state of the country ; and 
expressed his suspicions that the 
ministry were insincere in their late 
shew of negociation. His lordship 
thought that Pondicherry in the 
East Indies, and Martinico, St. Ln- 
cia, and Tobago, in the West In- 
dies, could never be considered as 
an equivalent for the Milanese and 
the Austrian Netherlands, 

The earl of Liverpool said, that 
what we had offered to the Frenes 
was, in reality, an equivalent to 
what we asked of them to be given 
up, It was reported, that the reve- 
nue they received from their West- 
India islands, generally amounted to 
ten millions annually —Why did 
not the French directory, when 
they were dissatisfied with the pro- 
posals from the British court, bring 
forward some counter-project of 
their own? 

' .Lord Auckland declared, that, 
though he, from the beginning: of 
this business, firmly believed that 
it would not be attended with any 
success, had yet been of opinion 
that it was right that the experi- 
ment should be made, for the satis- 
action of the country. The expe- 
riment had been made, and the re- 
sult was such as he had expected. 
He declared his conviction, that the 
defenders of the French republic 
were in such a state of distress, as 
not to be able to go through ano- 
ther campaign. 
‘The earl Fitzwilliam said, that no 
circumstance had occurred to con- 
vince him, that the former proud 
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and dangerous principles of the 
French did not now exist in theig 
full force. There could be no safety 
in fraternizing with such a people, 
The duke of Bedford, among 
other shrewd remarks, observed, 
that Jord Malmesbury, in his con- 
versation with M. de Ja Croix, by 
hinting at an equivalent for the Ne- 
therlands, had, ina manner, admit-. - 
ted the plea of the directory, and 
that,‘in contradiction to the treaties 
subsisting bet ween Great Britain and 
her allies. The French miuister, 
at the same time, by conversing 
about an equivalent, proved that he 
virtually admitted that some equi+ 
valent might be ac¢cepted.— Lord 
Malmesbury, he observed, had rez 
quested a conire projet, whilst, at 
the same,time, be persisted in refu- 
sing to enter upon any treaty in 
which the French were toretain pos- 
session of the Netherlands. From 
these circumstances, as well as that 
of |jord Malmesbury being left with~ 
out a discretionary power in any 
matter of i importance, his grace in- 
ferred, that ministers were not sin- 
cere in the proposed negociations for 
peace. He thought that before a re- 
newal of the negociation, ministers 
ought to have satisfied themselves, 
that the French directory had de- 
parted from the principle they avow- 
ed, when they refused to treat with 
Mr. Wickham. In his opinion, mi- 
nisters had not only created suspi- 
cions, as to the sincerity of their in- 
tentions, but eyen afforded just 
grounds for accusation. They had 
acted on a principle of angmenting 
the power of great states at the 
expence of those which were 
weaker; such, he said, was their 
idea of remunerative justice ! By 
consenting to such a principle, Eu- 
rope would sink ‘into a miserable 
P labyrinth 
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Jabyrinth of despotic arrogance ; 
“a principle on which,”’ said his 
grace, ‘* I shall make no comment, 
but leave it to your conscience to 
decide.” 

The earl Spencer denied that lord 
Malmesbury, in his conversation 
with de la Croix, had proposed any 
ultimatum. ‘The last note of the 
directory was actually the begin- 
ning of negociation on their part. 
And, what was their proposal ? 
** You shall accept the basis of our 
new-forme. constitution, which 
engrafts a conquered country into 
an integral part of our territories.” 
The principle advanced by force, 
would go to subvert all the ac- 
knowledgedlawsof nations. Whilst 
the directory were requiring an xl- 
timatum from us, they were in fact 
giving one themselves. . 

_ The lord chancellor said, that the 
amendment in detail was nothing 
else than an exaggeration of the 
power of the enemy, encouraging 
to them, and depressing to the ins 
terests of this country. The infers 
ence to be drawn from it was, that 
this country must submit to what- 
ever terms the enemy chose to im- 
pose. He denied the earl of Guild- 

yrd’s assertion, that the memorial 
presented to the French directory, 
was of asophistical nature: forwhat 

could contain, in plainer terms, a 
more ingenuous declaration of what 
England was disposed to surrender, 
and what to demand in behalf of her 
allies ? But whatever might be the 
relative value of the compensations 

roposed, they had never, in fact, 

a brought under discussion. 
The proposal of England towards 
the enemy was generous and libe- 
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quests made by that power, only on 
condition of her making suitable 
returns of the conquests made from 
the emperor. His lordship remark- 
ed, that the government of France 
had made no reply to the memorial 
which had been presented; the 
question of reciprocal compensations 
had never been fairly discussed: in- 
stead of this they required an uiti- 
matum within twenty-four hours 5 
and,in the veryact of doing so, they 
recalled the very basis of the nego- 
ciation, to which they had previously 
agreed. He would pat out of view. 
the insolence and arrogance of the 

language they had used,and content 
himself with observing that their 

whole conduct and: language disco- 
vered, on their part, a determination 
to avoid all discussion. Thus, said 
his lordship, have the government of 
France barred and double-barred 
the doorof negociation against you. 
He proceeded to illustrate, what he 
called, the “ immensity of our na- 

tional wealth and prosperity.””: He 
concluded his speech, by a repeti- 
tion of an observation he had made. 
in the outset of it, that, at no fors 

mer period of English history, 

when negociations were broken off, 

as at Gertruydenburg, in the reign 

of queen Anne, did those who thea 

opposed the ministry ever think of 
bringing forward a motion like 

that thing which ‘he held in his 

hand. 

On a division. of the house, the 
amendment, proposed by the earl 
of Guildford, was rejected, by 86 
against 8. . 

The earl Fitzwilliam, after a. 
brief recapitulation of some of the 
arguments he had, on sundry occa- 


sions, urged before, for irreconcile- 
able hostility to the French repub- 
lic, moved an amendment to the ad- 

(L4] dress $ 


ral: though France had made no 
© conquests trani us, yet England pro- 
posed te surrenderack all the con 


. 
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dress; in substance, representing 
their dangerous principles, the ne- 


cessity of persevering in the contest. 
in-which we were at present en- — 


gaged, and the impropriety of 
courting any negociation of peace 
_with France in its present state. 
Lord Fitzwilliam’s motion was ne- 
gatived without a division. —- 
The order of the day, thirtieth 
of December, for taking into consi- 
deration hismajesty’smessage,onthe 
failure of the negociation a peace 
with France, in the house of com- 
mons, being read from the chair, 
Mr. Pitt rose up, to move anad- 
dress to his majesty, in corisequence 
of his most gracious communication 
to that house. The motion, which 
it was his duty, he said, to make on 
that subject, unquestionably involv- 
edin it many great and momentous 
considerations: He grievously la- 
mented the sudden stop which had 
been put to that negociation, by 
which, we had fondly hoped, that, 
we should at last have been relieved 
from’ the contest in which, for sowe 
time past, we had been engaged : 
a contest,: into’ which we were 


forced against our will: a contest, 


produced by therepeatedaggressions 
of an imperious enemy; a contest, 
undertaken, ou our part, to main- 
tain our rights and liberties as a 
nation, the very existence of our 
civil and political constitution, and 
the general policy and security of 
Europe.- The failure of the nego- 
ciation, he considered as a subject 
of regret and disappointment; but, 
he added, that it was regret without 
despondency ; disappointment with- 
out despair, When we wish for 
peace, said he, we wish for a secure 
and permanent peace, and the se- 
cure and permanent possession of 
those blessings with which peace is 


accompanied. If, with our ardent 
desire of peace, we have’ qualified 
the steps which we have taken to 
procure it, by a due regard to these, 
objects, we shall not find that our 
endeavour has been without its ad~ 
vantage: we shall have proved, to 
all Europe, to whom ambitious and 
unreasonable pretensionsought tobe 
ascribed. We’ may expect.to see, 
as the result of such aconduct, En- 
gland united, and France’ divided. 
In this question, we shall have to 
consider not only what has been 


‘ the conduct of our own govern~ 


ment, but to’ consider also the con- 
duct of the enemy ; in the manner 
in which our offers bave been re- 
jected, in the peremptory and ab- 
rupt manner in which the nego- 
ciation has been broken off; your 
ambassadur insulted, your propo 
sitions rejected, and eyen the sem~ 
blance of terms not produced in 


‘return, 


The two great considerations for 
the house, Mr. Pitt observed, were, 
first, what sentiments they ought to 
express to his majesty, on the pre. 
sent occasion ; and, secondly, com. 
bining the efforts made by his ma- 
jesty with the conduct adopted on 
the part of the enemy, what was 
the duty they were bound to per- 
form, for the purpose of securing 
happiness and prosperity, liberty 
and ‘independence ? Mr. Pitt con- 
trested the sincerity and readiness 
with which the British government 
had entered into the negociation; 
and the reasonableness of the terms 
they had proposed, with the back- 
wardness of the French to treat at 
all, and the extreme arrogance, in~ 
solence, and, indeed, absurdity, of 
their conduct, in superseding, in a 
treaty with independent powers, 
the law and usages of nations, by 

their 
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their internal regulations, In fact, 
-he said, in conclusion of along and 
animated speech, the main tendency 
of which was, to rouze an indigna- 
tion against the present government 
of France, ‘‘ The question is not, 
~ how much you will give for peace ? 
but‘ how much disgrace you will 
suffer at the outset, how much de- 
gradation you will submit to as a 
preliminary? In these circum- 
stances, then, are we to persevere 
in the war with a spirit and energy 
worthy of the British name, and of 
the British character ? or, are we, 
by sending couriers to Paris, to 
prostrate ourselves at the feet of a 
stubborn and supercilious govern- 
ment, todo what they require, and 
to submit to whatever they may 
impose ? I hope there is not a hand 
in his majesty’s councils whichwould 
sign the proposals, that there is aot 
a heart in this house who would 


- sanction the measure, and that there 
_ Is not an individual in the British 


dominions who would act as the 
courier.” Having said this, he 
moved an address to his majesty, 
re-echoing, as usual, the sentiments 
‘expressed in his message to the 
house. 

The honourable Mr. Erskine, af- 
tersome prefatory matter,respecting 
his own situation and feelings, made 
many remarks, of a personal nature, 
on the skill, eloquence, and general 
management of Mr. Pitt ; and after 
some forensic maxims respecting the 
proper manner of inquiring into 
disputes between individuals, said, 
Jet us look back to the particular 
circumstances which were the ori- 
ginal cause of the war between 
Great Britain and the French re« 
public. On the twelfth of Decem- 
_ per, 1792, his majesty met the par- 
Wiament : at that time, M. Chauve- 


7 


fis3 


lin, the ambassador of the French 
government, was then in England. 
His majesty, in his speech from the 
throne to both houses of parliament, 
complained of three things : first, 
« that the French had sent seditious 
missionaries into this country ; se- 
condly, they had meditated an in- 
vasion to Holland; and, thirdly, 
that they had interfered in opening 
the Scheldt.” He begged the house 
to recollect, that, at that particular 
period of time, Belgium was in the 
possession of the French, though 
not as now; it was not then en- 
grafted into the territory of France 
as an integral. At that time, all 
the correspondence between lord 
Grenville and the French ambassa- 
dor was concealed from the honse, 
though M. Chauvelin had given 
separate and satisfactory answers te 
all the complaints entertained. by 
this court. He entreated that the 
king would bring to condign pu- 
nishment those who disseminated 
seditions in his dominions, announ= 
ced the determination of France to 
keep within her own limits, and to 
respect the rights of other nations. 
Notwithstanding this’ plain and spe- 
cific disavowal, however, of all the 
grounds of hostility, war was de 
clared upon France. | At that time 
Belgium was not in her possession. 
He asked, then, whether. lranc¢ 
could be considered as the aggres~ 
sor, who offered peace to thiscoun- 
try, on terms, which the right ho~ 
nourable gentleman would be wor- 
shipped, as a god, if he could now’ 
procure? * ; 
* Mr: Fox said, after a war of four 
years, which was stated to -have 
been attended with many eircum- 
stances highly honourable and ad- 
vantageous to the British arms; after 
an addition of no less than two hun~ 
dred 
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dred millions to the national debt, 
and of nine millions to the perma- 
nent taxes of the country 3 after an 
enormous effusion of human blood, 
and an incalculable'addition to hu- 
man wretchedness, so far were we 
from having gained any object’ for 
which we had set out in the war, 
that the minister had, this night, 
come forward, ina long and elabo- 
rate speecli, to shew that the only 
effect of all our efforts had been, 
that the enemy were become more 
unreasonable than ever in their pre- 
tensions, and that all hopes of peace 
were removed to a gréater distance 
than ever.—It had been found, from 
experience, that, in proportion as 
the finances of the French had been: 
- acknowledged, even by themselves, 


to be reduced to the lowest ebb, in, 


that proportion had their exertions 
been unparalleled, Numbers of ve- 
nal writers had been employed to 
prove the exhausted state of France, 
and how soon its present debility 
must infallibly terminate in total 
dissolution. But while all this was 
demonstrated, year after year, upon 
paper, the French, like Anteus, 
thrown down upon his native earth, 
rose stronger from every fall. Only 
wait, those calculators tell us, let 
Europe have the patience to wait 
but a little longer in arms. Soon 
the mine of paper-money being 
exhausted, the charm will disap- 
pear, and the French republic, 
destitute of every thing, will have 
no other resource than to disband. 
their armies, before they revolt, 
and to restore their conquests be- 
fore they are compelled to evacuate 
them. ‘The failure of such predic 


tions did not discourage their au-— 


thors. They repeated theirassertions 


with encreased presumption, and 


boldly appealed stillto future events, 


By such fallacious and impudent 
statements did the encouragers and 
abettors of them endeavour to mis- 
lead and impose upon the people 
of England ; and such is the weak- 
ness of human nature, under the in- 
fluence of strong prejudices, by 
such fallacious reasonings, perhapss 
they endeavoured to fortify their 
own faith, staggering under the 
evidence of sense, i 
Whilst we, in every quarterwhich 
it was deemed most important to 
defend, had been losing city after 
city: whilst we had been aetually 
driven from our possessions, which 
We conceived to be necessary to the 
security of our commerce, orto the 
balance of power, France, resource~ 
less and dispirited, all the while 
avowing its own distressed situation, 
and speaking in the most respectful 
terms of our wealth and resources, 
had been constantly adding to its 
acquisitions, and aggrandizing its 
empire. France, at the prescnt mo- 
ment, appeared as the conqueror 
of most important and extensive 
territories! Belgium was annexed 
to her empire !. Great part of Italy 
had yielded to the force of arms, 
and Holland was now united to the 
republic by ties of the strictest alli- 
ance! If, indeed, these acquisitions 
were to be regained to the cause of 
Great Britain, and her allies, by 
alofty tone of argument ; if the 
tide of victory was to be turned 
by the dexterity of debate, and 
the efficacy of our exertions bore 
any proportion to. the insolence 
of our boasting, we need not yet 
be afraid to claim a decided supes 
riority. , 
. Mr. Fox, from a review of the 


history of the negociation, con- 


cluded that neither the French re- 
luctance to treat, nor the failure of 


the 


— ee 


te 


. 
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the negociation, was entirely owing 
to the unreasonableness cf the ene- 
my. They have taken advantage, 


’ he said, of the situation in which 


their great success bas placed them. 
If they should be able to continue 
their successes; if they should, in 
consequence, rise in their demands ; 
there must be great alteration in 
the conduct of ministers, or our 
situation would be deplorable in- 
deed. I cannot help, bere, reflect- 
ing on the period of the Ameri- 
can war. Men used then to say, 
itis not our fault; we are not to 
blame ; it isall owing tothe unrea- 
sonableness of the enemy that we 
do not obtain peace. Infatuated 
and self-abused men! They were 
afterwards, fatally for the interests 
of this country, convinced of the 
folly of their argument, and obliged 
to accept of terms far more against 
them, than they might have ob- 
tained. had negociations been of- 
fered long before they were. 

But, on the other hand, Mr. 
Fox contended that there was a 
great deal of insincerity, artifice, 
and cunning in the conduct of the 
British minister in that business. 
If the British minister had some 


"reason to suspect the sincerity of 


% 
u 
a 
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: 


-the. French directory, had not they, 
at least, equal grounds to enter- 
tain some doubts with respect to 
his views in“the negociation ?— 
When lord Malmesbury, said Mr. 
Fox, in addressing the French mi- 
-nister, so often brings forward his 
profession of high consideration, I 


cannot but smile ; when I recol- 


Ject that lord Auckland was made 


_ apeer, merely because he declared 


that the men who are now ad- 
dressed in such respectful terms, 
*‘ ought to be put under the sword 
ef the law, and because he de- 


[iss 


nounced them as miscreants, and 
traitors to all Europe.” The mi- 
nister, he observed, whatever may 
have been his sincerity in the trans- 
action, was no stranger to the ad- 
vantages that may be derived from 
the idea of a pending -negociation. 
That he now feels those advantages 
nobody will dispute. I know that 
some weeks ago a very confident 
report was circulated, with respect 
to the probability of a peace. It 
would be curious to know how far 
lord Malmesbury, at that period, 
was influenced by any such belief. 
It does not appear, from the papers 
on the table, that, at that moment, 
he could reasonably hope for a suc- 
cessful issue to his negociation. It 
seems dubious, indeed, from the in- 
spection of those papers, whetlier 
lord Malmesbury was not sent over 
merely to shew his diplomatic dex- 
terity ; to fence and parry witli Mr; 
de Ja Croix, in order'to evince his 
superior skill and adroitness in the 
management of argument, and the 
arts of political finesse ; to confound 
the shallow capacity, and superficial 
reasoning of the Trench minister, 
and to make the cause of this coun- 
try the better. Whilelord Malmes- 
bury was employed, thus honour- 
ably, in the display of his talents, at 
Paris, the minister had an useful 
object of policy to answer at home. 
It was found conveniént, for the 
purpose of financial arrangements, 
to hold out the hope of peace, till 
such time .as it was fouid that the 
appearance of negociation might be 
renounced without any unfayour- 
able effect as to the supplies of the 
year,— When the French asked lord 
Malmesbury what terms he was pre- 
pared to propose, he was , unpro- 
vided with an answer. and obliged 
to send to this country for instruc. 

tions, 


. 
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tions, What inference can be drawn 
from this conduct, on the part of mi- 
nisters, but that, by thus bringing 
forward a. futile, illusory;and un- 
meaning basis, they expected to 
disgust the French in the ‘first:in- 
staiice, and so get rid of the negoci- 
ation? and if the French, who 
must have felt, themselves mocked 
by this treatment, and have been 
more and more assured of the in- 
sincerity of our ministers, had stop- 
ped all further proceedings, would 
they not have been fully justified ? 
Undoubtedly, ministers expected 
that they would have resented the 
insult, and have broken off the ne- 
gociation at the outset. ‘hey thus 
hoped to have obtained easy cre- 
dit for their pacific intentions, and 
to have thrown upon the enemy 
the odium ofa determined purpose 
of hostility, and an unreasonable 
rejection of the preliminary basis 
of negociation. . Un‘ortunately, 
however, for this project, the basis 
was recognized, The disappoint- 
ment of ministers was evident : lord 
Malmesbury was unprepared how 
to act, and. compelled to send for 
farther instructions, The question 
then became, “since the French 
have so unexpectedly accepted the 
basis we intended to be rejected, 
what can we find that they must be 
indispensibly called upon to refuse?” 
Lord Malmesbury, who had before 
no terms to propose, was now in- 
' structed to bring forward such as 
could not ‘be supposed to undergo 
much discussion ; such as could not 
readily fail to effect. the purpose of 
being, rejected. The three great 
powers of the continent of Eu- 
rope; will all of them he left with 
considerable | acquisitions? © The 
_king of Prussia has gained a third 
part of Poland; Russia has ob- 


tained a considerable extent of ter- 
ritory from that. unfortunate coun- 
try : and in addition to his share of 
the division, itis also proposed, that 
the emperor of Germany shall also 
be putin possession of Maestricht, 
or some other place. France: is to 
be left with only Savoy, Nice, and 
Avignon. Is it fair that all the 
oth-r powers should gain more than 
France ? Is the state of the war 
such as to justify,this proposition ? 
When Great Britain made a propo- 
sition so unreasonable, Frauce took 
a step calculated to give confidence 
to the people in those countries she 
had annexed to the republic, by 
declaring that she could not, on any 
account, give them up, In the con- 
ference which took place between 
the Britishambassador and theFrench 
minister, the former declared, that, 
the king of Great Britain would not 
recede from his demand, with re- 
spect to the Netherlands. Must 
not the French, in ‘consequence of 
this declaration, have been induced 
to assume an equally resolute toné, 
with respect to their intention of 
keeping that territory; whea, from 
the nature of the terms proposed, 
they perceived no likelihood of ob- 
taining peace? As to the French 


minister baving asked lord Malmes- 
_-bury to give in his ultimatum, it 


evidently: meant no more than that 


-he should make a formal declaration 


of what he had said witheregard to. 
Belgium: a demand which could 
not surely be considered as unrea- 
sanable. Whatever the English 
ministry may think on that subject, 
the world at large would consider 
the memorial of lord Malmesbury 
as the sine qua non of the court of 
Great Britain, respecting Belgium, 
If, Mr. Fox proceeded, the house 
shall. be of opinion, that Belgium 


ig 
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is really entitled to be regarded as 
a sine gua non; that it is an object 
for which this country ought to con- 
tinue the war till it.has expended 
another hundred millions, and shed 
the blood of half a. million more 
wretched beings: if the house think 
80, it ought openly to declare its 
opinion. If, on the contrary, the 
house shall think with me, that it is 
not worth the risk of this country, 
to expend such immense treasures 
of money and blood,,in order to, re- 
store it to the emperor, who, after 
all, may, perhaps, in a short time, 
be no ;longer our ally: then, let 
them actlikemen, and, by some fair 
and unequivocal amendment, con- 
vince the country, and shew the 
world, that they will not be longer 
subservient to such a dreadful waste 
of blood and treasure. But if it -be 
true that the negociation was bro- 
ken off, on the sround that the re- 
tention of Belgium was made a sine 
qua non, on the one part, and its re- 
storation to. the emperor.a sine qua 
mon, on the other; I ask on: what 
ground was this done? Was the 
emperor a patty to the negocia- 
tion ? Here then isa sine gua non 
made in a matter intended sciely 
‘for the benefit of the emperor, to 
which, nevertheless, he is not a par- 
ty, and which we do not know 
whether he himself would absolute- 
ly. insist on or not! Surely. this 
might have been known before the 
Negociation was .entered upon. 


When we were so often sending, 


_snch. immense sams to. the em- 


eror, millions. after millions, some 
person or other, employed in those 
offices, might have asked the ques- 
tioned. Had any one done so? No. 
Task any impartial man, if this is 
‘not a mere mockery? But, says 
the : tight honourable gentleman, 


[1s7 


with great emphasis, why did not 
the directory present a contre projet? 
To whom should. they present it ? 
was the emperor a party? No. 
They had, then, no one to preseat 
it to, for, eveyy thing contained in 
our projet was for the emperor's 
benefit alone. 1 agree with the 
right honourable gentleman as to 
the principle, that a people who 
come into the power. of another 
people, by.the chance of war, can- 
not, by the law of nations, be dis- 
posed of lawfully till the definitive 
treaty of peace is concluded; ‘but 
this is very different from a people 
who are left at liberty to chuse a 
government’ for themselves, and 
who, after such liberty, voluntarily 
adopt the step of uniting themselves 
with their neighbours ; and those, 
who, perhaps, at one time, might 
have claimed oyer them the right 
of conquest. , The French, Mr. Fox 
observed, were now, and always had 
been represented by. ministers, as a 
hordeof assassins, Suppose the Corsi- 
cans had chosen the king of Great 
Britain for their king, and intreated, 
in thestrongest terms, that theymight 
not be given up'to those assassins, 
would it be said by the British mi- 
nister, inanegociation for peace; that 
Corsica was an object of restora- 
tion? Mr. Fox believed that it 
would not; and might not the 
French use the same arguments re- 
specting Belgium? On former oc- 
casions, when the conquests in the 
West Indies were mentioned,» as 
means of negociation, the idea of 
the status quo ante bellum was turns 
ed into ridicule. Martinico, par- 
ticularly, (though -in this negocia- 
tion the minister had lowered: his 
tone) was, on those occasions, not 
to be considered as a coneuest in 
former wars; but’ as territory re- 

ceived 
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ceived at the request of the inhabi- 
tants, who had desired to be taken 
under the protection of his Britan- 
fic majesty. Mr. Fox concluded 
his speech with moving, as an 
amendment to the address, that,after 
the words returning his majesty 
thanks for his gracious message,” 
there be inserted the following : 

“ That this house has learnt, with 
inexpressible concern, that the ne- 
gociation, his majesty lately com- 
menced, for the restoration of peace, 
has been unhappily frustrated. 

‘© In so ewful and momentous a 
crisis, the house of commons feel it 
their duty to speak to his majesty, 
with that freedom and earnestness 
which becomes men anxious to pre- 
serve the honour of his majesty’s 
crown, and to secure the interests of 
his people. That, in doing this, 
they sincerely deplore, that they are 
under the necessity of declaring, 
that, as well’ from the mafner ‘in 
which the late negociation has been 
conducted, as from the substance: 
of the memorial, which appears to 
shave produced. the abrupt termina- 
tion of it, they have reason to think 
his majesty’s ministers were not sin- 
cere im their endeavours to procure 
the blessings of peace, so necessary 
for thisdistressed country ; and that 
all prospect of pacification seems 
‘intirely removed from their view ; 
for, on the one hand, his majesty’s 
ministers insist upon the restoration 
of the Netherlands to the emperor, 
as a sine gua non; from which they 
have pledged his majesty not to 
recede; while, on the other, the 
executive directory of the French 
republic, with: equal pertinacity, 


claim the preservation of that part. 


of their conquest, as a condition 
from which they cannot depart. 
© That, under these circumstan- 
4 


ces, this house cannot help lament- 
ing the rashness and injustice of his 
majesty’s ministers; whose long- 
continued misconduct has produced. 


‘this embarrassing situation, by ad- 


vising his majesty, before the bles- 
sing of peace had been unfottu- 
nately interrupted, to refuse all’ 
negociation for the adjustmetit of 
the then subsisting differences, al- 
though, at that time, the Nether- 
lands, now the main obstacle to the 
return of tranquillity, so far from 
being considered as an object of 
contest, was solemnly renounced, 
and the peace of Europe offered 
into his majesty’s hands, upon the 
basis of that renunciation, and upon 


the security and independence of 
Holland, whilst she preserved her 


neutrality towards France. 
“That this house has farther 
deeply to regret that, soon after the 


commencement of the war, when, 


by the vigour of his majesty’s arms, 
with the assistance of those of his 


allies, the republic of Holland had’ 


been rescued from invasion, and the 
greatest part of the Netherlands 
had been recovered by the empe- 
ror; ata time, too, when most of 
the princes of Europe, with ré- 


sources yet unexhausted, continued” 
firm in their alliance with Great’ 
Britain, his majésty’s ministers did | 


not avail themselves: of this high 
and commanding position,’ for the’ 


negociation of an honourable peace, 


and the establishment of the politi- 


cal balance of Europe; that, on the ’ 


contrary, without auy example '‘ia'’ 
the principles and practices‘of this’ | 
or any othernation, it is with pain 


this house recollects, his’ majesty’s | 
minister refused to set'on foot’any’ 
negociation whatsoever with the’ 


French republic, not upon'a real or’ 
eyen alleged unwillingness on' his 
part 
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part to listen to the propositions 
now rejected by her, or to any 
ether specific proposal of indemnity 
or politi¢al security, but upon the 
arrogant and insulting pretence, 
that her goyernment wags not capa- 
ble of maintaining te accustomed 
relations of peaceand amityamongst 
nations, and that, on this unfounded 
_and merely speculative assumption, 
his ‘majesty was advised to continue 
the wat to a period whea tle dif- 
ficulties in the way of peace have 
‘been so much increased, by the 
defect of most of the powers en- 
gaged in the confederacy, and by 
the conquests and consequent pre- 
tensions of the French republic. 
“That this house, having thus 
humbly submitted to his majesty the 
reflections which his majesty’s gra- 
cious communication immediately 
suggests, feel themselves in duty 
bound, for the information of his 
majesty, and the satisfaction of an 
exhausted people, to proceed with 
unremitting diligence, to investigate 
_ the causes which have produced cur 
_ present calamities, and to offer such 
advice as the critical and alarmin 
circumstancesof the nation may re- 
quire... 
Mr. Dundas, at the same time 
_ that he charged Mr. Fox with 
availing himself of his situation, as 


ork 


ove 


_ the cause of the enemy, yetallowed 
_ that his amendment was unequivo- 
cal, fair, and open. He called 
yn the members to make a de- 
H ion, that they believed the mi- 
_ Nistry to have been insincere'in the 
Tate negociation for peace, Upon 
that issue he, for his own. part, 
would call on the members, as ho- 
nest men, to give their opinion, 
’ whether they thovght that ministers 
had omitted any measittes that 


‘ 
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a member of that house, to plead: 
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might have procured peace with 
the country. He agreed that the 
expence of the war was great, but 
considered our success aS eq val to it. 
The’ emperor's ‘and ‘ ottr situation 
were thrown into”a common stock, 
We were Willing ‘to’ relinquish: our 
acquisitions from the Pench, to pro- 
cure for-his~ Impérial majesty the 
restoratiou of the territories he had 
lost.. With respect to the possessions 
of Holland, in our hands, which 
were .particularly connected with 
his share in the administration, and 
of the vast importance of which he 
- had spoken on former occasions, it 
was his wish to keep both the Cape 
and Ceylon, but never his désign 
to take from the Dutch their trade 
to the Cape; which was all that 
they were now capable of holding 
with advantage to themselves ; for 
as to the acttial possession of the 
place, they were too weak to keep 
it. He appealed to the old French 
monarchy, for the ‘truth of the as- 
sertion, that one acre of land in the 
Austrian Netherlands, is equal in 
value to a whole province of France. 
And this he did, that the house 
might see how necessary it was 
for his majesty to démand, as a 
condition of peace, that they should 
‘be restored to France. Facts would 
best shew which party had been 
‘wanting in a real desire to promote 
peace. Didthe French, in any pe- 
riod, come forward to negociate, 
and were refused by us? If this 
‘had been the case, the backward- 
ness of ministers to pacification 
‘must have been admitted; but the 
contrary was the truth: we had re- 
gularly used every means, from the 
note of Mr. Wickham, at Basle, 

’ to the late mission of lo«d Malmes- 
bury, to bring about so desirable an 
event, without success, 
uf Mr 
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Mr. Grey said, that the funda- 
mental evil, from whence all our 


misfortunes flowed, was, that peace - 


never had been the real object of 
those who carried on the war. They 
went upon a system of extermina- 
tion, which so irritated our enemies 
that there was danger of our never 
having peace. Having taken a re- 
view of lord Malmesbury’s letter 
to lord Grenville, he contended 
that M. de la Croix’s proposition 
of offering an equivalent to the 
emperor, for the Netherlands, in 
the secularization of the three ec- 
clesiastical electorates, and several 
bishopricks in Germany and Italy, 
might be considered. as an offer of 
terms of peace, or contre projet, and 
ought to have been attended to. 
However we might wishfortheresto- 
ration of the Netherlands to the em- 
peror, they were not to be regained 
by force. Heconsidered the propo- 
sition, in the late negociation, of re- 
tainingthemostimportantpossessions 
of our former ally, Holland, asamost 
pro Aligatetraitinthelatenegociation. 
The offer of restoring Martinico and 
Pondicherry only, (for St Lucia and 
Tobago were to be kept as an equi- 
valent for our supposed claimson St. 
Domingo) for alithe conquests made 
by France on the « emperor, was a 
most extravagant proposition. 
Ona division of the house, Mr. 
Fox’s amendment was rejected by 
21 against 37. Fhe original address 
was, of course, carried by an equal 
majority. 
The general solicitude for peace, 

which prevailed at this time, being, 


* The extracts quoted were these : 
© In the Note (No, 2.) transmitted to Mr. 
passage : 


79. 


in a few weeks after, converted, by 
the stoppage of bank-payment in 
specie (already hinted at, and by 
and by to be particularly noticed), 
into a painful anxiety and many 
despondent forebodings of na- 
tional bankruptcy and individual 
ruin. 

The earl of Oxford was not 
deterred, by this defeat of the 
opposition, on the question of 
peace, and the means and condi- ~ 
tions of obtaining it, from making. — 
a second attempt for the same end, 
trusting that a material change must 
have been produced in the mind 
of parliament by the general alarm, 
still waxing greater and greater, in 
all parts of the country. His lord- 
ship, on the twenty- -third of March, 
called the attention of the house of 
lords to a motion, of which he had 
given notice some time before, on 
this subject. Peace, he said, was 
demanded by the voice of the coun- 
try ; and he was persuaded, that 
it might be obtained if sought with 
a sincere and honest intention. The 
government and people of France, 
he was convinced, were not Jess 
disposed than onrselyes, to, enter 
into an amicable negociation. He 
then read some extracts from, the 


adaek 


cutive pre, which: i“ upon 
their lordships table ; 3, upon which 
he grounded his. opinion,. that,the 
French directory . are. “inclined. to 
make peace.* His conclusion. from 
th ewhole was, ‘that the directory 

was 


Wickham, by M. Barthelem there is this 


‘* Thedirectory ardently desire toprocure, for the Frenths republic, a just and chibi 
abie peace. The step taken by Mr. Wickham would have afforded to the directorya 


teai satisfaction, if the declaration itself, which that minster TUES, 


of his not haying 
a5 any 
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was disposed to peace, but that it 
was determined to keep the Rhine 
for the boundary of France. «‘ And, 
my lords, he added, it has power 
to do it, and you have not the 
power to prevent it. “You must, 
therefore, either make peace upon 
thes¢ terms, or persist in the war, 
which is certain ruin. I therefore 
move your lordships, 
_ That a humble address be pre- 
sented to his-majesty, humbly to 
represent to his majesty, that, in the 
present most critical and alarming 
situation of the country, this house 
holds it to be its bounden duty 
to apprise his majesty of his own 
danger, and the ruin and con- 
fusion which threaten the whole 
Nation, 

«« That the shock, which has been 
lately given to public credit, must, 


any order, any power, to negociate, did not 
In fact, if it was true, that England began to know her 


pacific intentions of his court. 
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from the peculiar nature of our 
commercial system, deprive us of 
those means whereby we were en- 
abled to hold so high a rank among 
the nations of the world, unless the 
country is speedily relieved from 


‘its present enormous expenditure, 


and its future prosperity insured, by 
an immediate, sincere, and lasting 
peace. 

«« That this housebegsleave, hnm- 
bly to represent to his majesty, that 
upon a considerate and impartial 
review of the whole of the late 
negociation, this house sees, with 
concern, that that negociation was 
broken off by the conduct and d« 
mand of his majesty’s ministers, and 
not by a want of disposition for 
peace on the part of France. 

«‘ That in answer to the impolitic 
note, delivered by Mr. Wickham, 


give room to doubt of the sincerity of the 


_ real interest ; that she wished to open again, for herself, the sources of abundance and 
prosperity; if she sought for peace with good faith, would she propose a congress, of 
which the necessary result must he to render all negociation endless? or, would she 


pacification ? 


confine herself to the asking, in a vague manner, that the French government should 
point out any other way whatever, for attaining the same object—that of a general 


Again, my lords, (No.7.) extract from the register of the decrees of the executive 


directory : 


* The executive directory, npon consideration of the Note, addressed to the minister 

for foreign affairs, by lord Grenville, dated Westminster, September 24, 1796, 

wisning to give a proof of the desire which it entertains to make peace with Eng- 

land, decrees as follows : The minister for foreign affairs is charged to deliver the ne- 

+ cessiry passports to the env; of England, whoshall be furnished with full powers, not 

only for pteparing and negociating the peace between the-French republic and that 
power, but for concluding It definitively between them.” 


And, again, my lords, (No. 15.) 


*« The executive directory sees, with pain, that, atthe moment when it had reason 


’ to hope for the speedy return of peace, between the French republic and his Britannic 
Majesty, the proposal of lord Malmesbury offers nothing but dilatory or very distant 
" means of bringing the negociation toa conclusion. 

“ Nevertheless the executive directory, animated with an ardent desire of putting a 
_ Stop to the scourge of war, and to prove that they will not reject any meazs of recons 
»  Ciliation, declare, that as soon as Jord Malmesbury shall exhibit to the minister for 
) foreign affairs, sufficient powers, from the allies of Great Britain, for stipuluing for 
? their respective interests, accompanied by a promise, on their part, to subscribe to what- 
_ €vershall be concluded in their names, will hasten to give an answer to the spec.fic pro 
# positions which shall be submitted to them, and that the difficulties shall be removed, 

_ @sfar as may be consistent with the safety and gignity of the French republic,” 
the 
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the executive directory declare, 
that, yielding to the ardent desire 
by which it is animated to procure 
peace for the French republic, and 
for all nations, it will not fear to 
Geclare itself cpenty. Charged by 

‘the constitution with the execution 
of the laws, it cannot make, or 

“listen to any ‘proposals that would 
be contrary to them. . The consti- 
tutional.act dces not permit it to 
cousent to any alienation of that, 
which, according to the existing 
laws, oonstitutes the territory of 
the republic. 

‘That it is impossible his majes- 
" ty’s ministers could have misunder- 

_ Stood this declaration ; for in the 
note, siened Downing-street, there 
are these words: § To a demand 
such as this is added an expressed 
declaration, that no proposal con- 
trary to it will be made, or even 
listened to.’ 

«That six monthsafter this hisma- 


jesty’s ministers aghin made an over- 


ture cf peace, but in so ungracious 
*amanner that doubts might have 
been reasonably enter tained of their 
sincerity ; and after a variety of 
trifling disputes, unworthy a great 
nation, when the happiness of mil- 
lions were depending, “his majes- 
“ty’s ministers demanded, and made, 
as their sine qua non, those very 
terms, which, before they began 
their negociation, they knew would 
not be mace, or even listened to. 

‘© That under all these circum- 
stances, this. house humbly, and 
most earnestly entreats “his majesty 
to enter into an inunediate nego- 
ciation, upon such, terms: as France 
is likely to listen and accede to, 
acd in such manner and through 
the medium of such men, as shall 
leave no room. to doubt the pacific 
intentions of his majesty. 
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«« And this house begs leave hum- 
bly to assure his majesty, that it 
entertains no doubt of the success 
of such a negociation, and that it 
feels confident, that after his majesty 
shall have been graciously pleased 
to restore to his people the bles- 
sing of peace, such retrenchments, 
and wise regulations may be adopt- 
ed, by the legislature, as will relieve 
the people from their burdens, re- 
move every cause of complaint, of 
their being unequally represented ; 
restore to them their ancient, vene- 
rable, and. free. constitution; and 
thereby re-establish public spirit, 
and public confidence; and insure 
to his majesty the affections of his 
subjects, the glory, prosperity, and 
happiness of his future reign.” 

The question being put, lord 
Grenville observed that it was 
guite unnecessary to reply, in de- 
tail, to the extraordinary string of © 
propositions which their Jordships 
had just heard.. He moved that the 
address of the thirtieth of Decem- 
ber Jast might be read, which econ- 
tained sufficient arguments against 
that part of the motion suggested 
by his lordship, and from which it 
would be scen, that so far from 
the negociation being terminated by 
this country, it had been abruptly 
and insolently broken off by the 
l'rench republic.—That address be- 
ing read, the duke of Norfolk said, 
that he wished that the present ad- 
dress might go to the throne, as, 
without the adoption of such .a mo- 
tion, there was little probability ‘of 
cbtaining peace. The secretary of 
state had grounded his opposition 
to the motion of theirslerdships on ~ 


its inconsistency, with the address 


of December last. But, was there 
any thing to prev enr a grave assem 
bly from 1 reconsidering itsformer ré- 

‘solutions ; 
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Solutions ; especially as new circum= 
stances had since occurred, which 
had an alarming influence on the 
commercial credit of the country, 
and tended to impair its’ ability of 
carrying on the war? He charged 
administration with indulging a spi- 
rit of intrigue, when the welfare 
not enly of this but other nations 
-of Europ: was concerned, and when 
it should be clearly understood on 
what terms this country was wil- 
ling to make peace. Administration 
was much to blame, in risking the 
events of war, by refusing to treat 
-for peace, after the reduction of Va- 
lenciennes, since which time those 
events‘had turned in favour of the 
“enemy. France, he said, had as 
good a right to retain Belgium, as 
this country to retain Canada, in 
- 1783, orthe Cape of Good Hope, 
in any treaty that might now be 
agreed on. ' 
' The marquis of Lansdowne la- 


“mented to see a motion of such. 


importance passed over in the shuf- 
fling manner in which ministers 
seemed inclined to treat it. After 
the measures of distress, to which 
we had lately beea obliged to re- 
cur, we ought not to adhere to the 
determination of December thirty, 
or of any former period.—Ilt was 
idle, after the shock given to public 
credit, to talk of half measures. No- 
thing short of making bank notes a 
legal tender, with all the calamities 
incident to this step, could save us. 
The minister must know this, and 
only waited, perhaps, to have the 
tall to do so, froni the public. If 
~so, he was ready for one, to make 
the call, and to share in the respon- 
sibility for a measure which alone 
could give us time to look about 
us. He did not despair of his coun- 
try, but the longer the system of 
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war was pursued, the difficulties, in 
the way of peace, would be in- 
creased. It was by relieving the 
balance of trade, by reviving coms 

nerce, by restoring public con- 
fidence, and, above all, by peace, 
that the dangers which threatened 
us were to be averted. He wished 
the present ministers might accom- 
plish this point ; but if they avowed 
that they knew not how, it would 
become them to surrender the task 
to those who did. He referred to 
the correspondence of lord Malmes- 
bury, and observed, it was impos- 
sible to form a right judgment of 
the steps taken in that negociation, 
when only a part of that correspond- 
ence was laid before the house, 
and the instructions and intentions 
of ministers were kept back: with- 
out this Knowledge it was impos- 
sible to say which was the unrea- 
sonable party; but if it could be 
proved, by the documents, to be 
the enemy, it would unite the hearts 
and hands of the people in this 
country. 

Lord Borringdon did not at all 
approve the motion, which tended 
to depress the spirits of the people; 
nor of the words of it, which re- 
sembled those of the minutes of the 
executive directory more than the 
language of the British house of 
peers. 

The earl of Guildford said, that 
his majesty’s ministers, it appeared, 
persevered in their resolution not to 
enter upon any negociation which 
should not. make the restoration of 
Belgium a sine gua non. He who, 
during the whole course of the war, 
had questioned their sincerity in ne- 
gociating, must own that they were 
consistent in acting upon the ad- 
dress of December : since they had, 
by that method, secured themselves 
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from the means of attaining peace, 
and called upon the house to de- 
clare, that they would not negociate 
for any that they were likely to 
obtain. k 

The earl of Spencer ridiculed 
the idea, that ministers were not 
sincere in their professed wishes for 
peace. A reference to the papers 
would shew that the proposals were 
not given as an ultimatum. ‘The 
adoption of the motion, instead of , 
accelerating peace, would retard it : 
as it would prove to France, and to 

‘Europe, that we were willing to 
make peace on any terms, 

-° The earl of Guildford replied, 
that lord Malmesbury, though he 
desired M. de la Croix to suggest 
2 contre-projet, had expressly made 

* the surrender of Belgium a sine qua 
mon. Wow if he understood diplo- 
matic language, a sine qua non was 
an ultimatum. 

The duke of Bedford also ob- 
served, that when ministry, through 
their ambassador, called for a contre 
projet, they had, at the same time, 
expressly declared, that the surren- 
der of Belgium was a sine gua non. 

*But what demonstrated the insin- 
cerity of ministers was, their not 
investing their ambassador with in- 
telligible powers. He was inces- 
santly dispatching couriers for iny 
structions. When called on to pre- 
sent his terms, he had none to of- 
fer; and, at length, made a sine qua 
non of a matter which they had 
previously declared they would not 
concede as a principle, The duke 
believed, in his couscience, that the 
present ministers could not negoci- 
ate a peace on so good terms as 
other persons of more capacity, and 

- more sincerity and truth, would be 

able to obtain. 4 

The earl of Carlisle lamented the 


— 
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degeneracy of the times, which 
were now so changed, as to make an 
address of gratitude and loyalty a 
matter of charge and suspicion. 
When he was young, no time was 
lost in approaching the throne with 
thanks. He professed, upon his 
honour, -to believe that ministers 
were sincere in their wishes for 
peace: nor could he conceive a rea~ 
son for them to be otherwise. 

The marquis of Lansdowne re- 
minded his lordship, that he had 
himself been sent on an embassy of 
peace to America, and doubts were 
entertained to this day of the sin- 
cerity of their mission. 

Lord Grenville did not know in 
what diplomatic dictionary the noble 
lords had found that a sine gua non 
was synonimous with an ultimatum. 
A. sine qua non meant only a con- 
dition not on any account to be 
given up or departed from, An 
ultimatum, the last and best terms of 
any kind that would be offered. 
A noble duke had insinuated now, 
as he had often done before, not on- 
ly the insincerity but the incapacity 
of ministers, for their situations. 
He thanked God, however, that 
a very different opinion was enter- 
tained of his majesty’s confidential 
servants, by that house, with the 
exception of four or five lords, as 
well as by more than three-fourths 
of ‘the other house. The virtues, 
as well as, talents, of the present 
ministers, he said, were known and 
acknowledged by the whole British. 
nation ;_ nor could the people of 
England be easily induced to think 
that the most proper persons to, 
make peace were persons agreeable 
to the enemy- 

‘The werquis of Lansdowne re- 
phed to this, that the mea, proper to. 
make peace, were not. so much the 

men 
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men that the enemy might like, as 
men they could trust. dt was not 
favour that an enemy demanded, 
but candour : and this he believed, 
was what they could not find in the 
present ministers of England. 

The earl of Coventry declared, 
that he could not but still consider 
England as undone, if she agreed to 
the surrender of Belgium.* 

On a division of the house, the 
earl of Oxfoid’s motion was reject- 
ed by 52 against 16. 

It is highly worthy of observation, 
as truly characteristic of the selfish- 
ness of men, and especially of sove- 
reign powers, that, in this negocia- 
tion, the ostensible source of the 
war, the interests of the injured 
parties in France, the blood royal, 
the nobles, and the clergy, were, if 
mentioned at all, only glanced at in 
an indirect and indifferent manner, 
Nor was much greater regard paid, 
on either side, to the interests or 
wishes of the French and English 
nations at large. It plainly appeared, 
from the published correspondence, 
between the negociating parties, 
that notwithstanding their protes- 
sions of a wish for peace, the most 
guarded precautions were practised 
by both sides, not to cede or yield 
any portion of territory upon which 
peace could be established between 
thetwo countries. Though a real pa- 
triot, statesman, or king, may some- 
times arise for the consolation of the 
human race, it is in the nature 
of all governments and governors 
to be move solicitous about their 
Own interests, as contra-distin- 
guished from those of the governed, 
than of the wider circle of their 
countrymen, aud of human nature. 
Bat although goveruments, like all 

2 


[165 


bodies, are chiefly interested in the 
preservation and extension of their 
own power, although they be often, 
not tosay for the most part, scanda- 
lously indifferent to the good of the 
communities, cver whom, in the 
course of Providence, they are pla- 
ced, it is not true, conversely, that 
all that is in opposition to govern- 
ment, is patriotic, hamane, and just. 
Those inconsistencies and tergiver- 
sations in public, aud that laxity of 
morals in private lite, which had 
marked the charaeters of not a few 
of the members of parliament in op- 
position to the British administra- 
tion, together with a fiagrant desire 
of power, manifested in a constant 
endeavour to thwart the rainister in 
every measure, important ortrivial, 
right or wrong: these vices and 
follies, in certain individuals, diffu= 
sing, by the association of ideas, a 
suspicious aif, over even a con- 
stant adherente to pure principles, 
brought a general discredit and dis- 
grace on the whole of what was for- 
merly, and by some is still, called, 
the whig party, A party was gra 
dually formed in the uation, suspi- 
cious of both our ministerial and 
antiministerial faetions, And tais 
party, Which appeared to be daily in- 
creasing, encouraged a. small pha- 
lanx in the bouse of commons, to 
present themselves as.a rallying post 
for all who were animated with a 
sincere and disinterested desire of 
peace, ani the prosperity of the 
country. They disavowed al! animo- 
sity and rivality towards either of 
the two great parties, into which 
the legislature was divided. They re- 
commended unanimity at home, 
and moderation, justice, and the en- 
larged vie wsof a hunvane phiiosophy 


* There is an ambiguity in this mode of expression; as the French were in actual 


possession. 
the safety of England, 


But his lordship’s meaningis clearly determined by his apprehensions for 
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in ournegociations with our foreign 
enemies. From this elevated and 
dignified ground they looked around 
them, to see whether there yet re- 
mained*any means, by w hich the 
negociation, so abruptly broken off, 
micht notberenewed. They were 
inclined to think that a temperate 
and ccol reconsideration of the pro- 
positions tendered by lord Malmes- 
bury, and rejected by De la Croix, 
would tend to a salutary purpose, 
and that it was possible for parlia- 
ment, without violation or diminu- 
tion of its dignity, to adopt some 
resolutions, which, while they 
strenghtened the executive govern- 
ment, might be conciliatory in their 
nature, and pacific in their effect. 
Previously to any trial of strength 
in parliament, .the neutralists were 
at pains to explain and disseminate 
their principles, both in conversa- 
tion, and by means of the press. 
The leading features of their plan 
for peace, weie, political safety on 
both sides, and the security of pri- 
vate property. ‘* The liberty of 
the nation, like that of an individual, 
it was said, as defined by Montes- 
quieu, is the right of doing every 
thing that the law of nations per- 
mits.\ If one nation could do what 
that law forbids, it would no longer 
possess liberty, because the other 
nations would, in hke manner, pos- 
sess this power. The rights of all 
nations, dependent and reciprocal, 
equally demand in each the pro- 
tection of property: — property, 
which, by its numerous relations, 
and the circumstances of its pro- 
duction, constitutes the bond of 
civil society, and the existence of 
public credit. This universal bank- 
er is equally necessary to the in- 
dustrious poor, who Jeave their 
score with the bakers, toministers, 
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who borrow millions, and to nations” 
who exchange their productions,” 
‘«« Bat where are we to find alaw, 
by which the rights of nations are 
to be maintained and realized? The 
inviolability of property and public 
credit constitutes the wisdom, and 
forms the best end of human policy. 
And it is this basis of universal uti- 
lity, that forms the most solid 
foundation of the law of vations. 
“How was this great political 
truth to be exemplified, and forced 
at once on the comprehensions and 
adoption of mankind? By the ex- 
plosion and the consequences of the 
French revolution. It was in vain 
that the people of France were re- 
presented by universal, or even nu- 
merical, suffrage. That represen- 
tation, instead of respecting the 
laws of property, and maintaining 
public credit, violated and reversed 
its whoie system. Adopting spolia- 
tion for plunder, they created the 
assignats, which consumed the fi- 
nanccs of Europe. They maintain- 
ed the war of France, till she con- 
guered, and subsisted by foreign 
spoil. England, to meet the war of 
assignats, drew upon the finances of 


.posterity. ‘This country and France 


have reversely consumed their capi- 
tal of the present, and that of tu- 
ture generations. Now France is 
beginning to draw upon posterity, 
and England to consume her capi- 
tal of the day. But they have both 
to learn, that they have but one ca- 
pital, namely, the. produce of in- 
dustry, and the soil forthe support 
of life. Italy, Spain, Germany, 
Holland, America, and all the nor- 
thern states are, eventually, suffer- 
ers in this great convulsion. Beside 
the ravages of war, the usual pro~ 
ductions of England and France 
must cost them dearer, The spirit of 

jnsub- 
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insubordination is progressive, and 
the rulers of I'rance have converted 
it into an instrament ef conquest, 
How is the storm to be laid, and 
the revolution turned even to good ? 
By convincing nations that they 
have, in reality, but one general in- 
terest, which has been sacrificed in 
the general destruction : that, in or- 
der to prevent similar explosions in 
any one of them in future, they 
ought to maintain the inviolability 
of property and public credit ;: and 
that the permanent interests of every 
state depend on the general stock, 
and not upon a momentary superi- 
ority, or the little profits of a nar- 
row rivality.” * 

Since the cera of the constitution 
of 1795, it was farther urged, and 
the efficacious» measures adopted 
for ihe suppression of anarchy, and 
the protection of personsand proper- 
ty, there cannot reasonably exist any 
difficulty relative to the form of go- 
vernmentof the two nations, the one 
and the other of which have founded 
their political safety upon the same 
basis : taxes established through 
a constitutional representation. If 
those who govern the French re- 
public be disposed to propositions 
of peace, in the spirit of philan- 
-thropy, and on the ground of mu- 
tual interest, the dispute, from that 
moment, will become a generous 
emulation in favour of the rights 
of humanity,x—Commerce and agri- 
culture will re-establish the bonds 
of reciprocal advantage: funds will 
be set apart for the relief of those 
who have served, or suffered, during 
the war: and a connection will be 
formed between the public cre- 
ditor, the landed proprietor, and 
the industrious manufacturer, which 
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will compel them to support the: 
tranquillity of their country, both 
external and internal. By a cessa- 
tion of arms, said the patrons of 
these generous doctrines; by the 
display of a sincere and ardent de- 
sire of good neighbourhood, and 
justice and good-will to all nations, 
Jet us soothe, soften, and harmonize, 
the minds of Frenchmen into the 
same tone in which they were in 
the first stare of the revolution’: 
when they abandoned the glory of 
conquest for the sublimer praise of 
a free coustitution, to be framed, in 
all its relations, on the ground of 
morality. —‘* The friend of man- 
kind, loosening from the shore, on 
an element, free and open, by nas 
ture, to all nations, and indulging 
sentiments which such a situation 
naturally inspires, casts his éyes on 
the ove side to the cliffs of Dover, 
on the other to those of Calais; dis- 
joined, like the French and English 
nations, from one another, though, 
like them, fundamentally the same, 
yet each retaining its position in 
peace. The soils: of France and 
England are not at war with each 
other: nor the plants ; nor the aai- 
mals; nor the harmless peasants 3 
nor the labouring poor, of any class; 
nor the commercia! men, whose in- 
terests, rightly understood, are tae 
same; nor, in general, the great 
body of the French and English.— 
Whence, then, the discord and din 
of atms? From the narrow ambi- 
tion-of a few individuals, who, from 
blind passion, or sordid avarice, sa- . 
crifice, to their selfish views, the 
good of their country. Is it not 
possible to animate, by the breath 
of unbounded philanthropy, some 
patriots of expanded souls is beth 


nations 
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nations, who may rise superior to 
such cruel as well as contracted 
considerations, and controul the am- 
bition of courts, by the nobler am- 
bition of promoting the welfare of 
nations ? In such hands might it not 
be expected, that a negociation for 
peace might not yet bein vain,’’* 
Such were the principles of a 
party which was formed, or. form- 
ing, at this time, not only in the 
British parliament anc gation, but 
in France, Germany, and other parts 
of Europe. They did not advise 
to throw away the arms of terror ; 
but, on the contrary, through mili- 
tary preparation, ona grand. scale,t 
to prevent the neces sity of using 
them, in imitation of divine good- 
ness, which “ bénds the bow that 
it may not shoot, and whets the 
sword that it may not strike.’ 
We cannot but express our en- 
tire approbation of the sentiments 
professed by these philanthropists, 
Their design was great and good, 
and undoubtedly capable of embel- 
‘lishment from poetical fancy, as well 
as of support from the profoundest 
views of political economy ; of both 
of which the publication just quoted 
affords no mean specimens. It was 
thus that Plato called in the aid of 
music, and other arts, to harmonize 
the discordant passions of men, by 
an appeal to the tenderest affections, 
and noblest principles, of human na- 
ture. Though we entirely agree 
with our philosophers s, that the crisis 
to which Britam, with the whole 
circle of civilization, was brought, 
in 1797, was not a time for devotion 
to any party; and farther, that we 
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know not any party whose conduct 
is not more or less marked by folly, 
and whose patriotism is not more or 
lessjustly subjected to suspicion; yet, 
in the present selfish and luxurious 
age, when the profession of disinte- 
rested virtue is so generally discre- 
dited, and even the possession of 
it alindes considered as a weakness, 
their project was, in truth, rather 
chimerical. That there shouid be 
so much wisdom and virtue in the 
nation, as to emancipate public af+ 
fairs from the trammels of self-in- 
terest, factious combination, and 
private ambition, and place them 
in the best hands, brought together 
from all quarters, and united in par 
triotic and prudent plans of ad- 
ministration, was a thing scarcely 
to be expected. At the same 
time, it must be admitted, that to 
hold up to the view of the world, 
a plan so humane and so fair, has a 
tendency to soften the asperities of 
faction, as well as of national an- 
tipathy, and to prepare the minds 
of men and nations for the volun- 
tary adoption of measures that must 
ultimately be obtruded by direful 
necessity. But, whatever may be 
thought of this project, it was in- 
troduced into the house of commons, 
with singular propriety, by 
Mr. George Augustus Pollen, « 

young gentleman of a fortune de- 
cently independent, of manners irre- 
proachable, good parts, and pure 
trom all political intrigues and fac- 
tions. Mr .Pollen, on the tenth of 
April, introduced a motion for a 
farther attempt towards pacifica- 
tion, by a speech of a conciliatory 


* Thoughts on the late negociation for peace. 
+ An union of force and finance throughout Christendom against anarchy, as s for- 


merly against the Turks. 


$ A maxim, or proverb, in the ordinances of the Hindoo legislator, Mrnu. 


nature 5 


> 


- 


HISTORY 


nature; recommending unanimity 
at home, and such terths as might 
be likely to gain over to the side of 
peace the enemy, with whom we 
were enzavred in so cruel a contest. 
After a modest exordium, beseeming 
a young man, and a young mem- 
ber of parliament, Mr. Pollen said, 
when he looked at the other (the 
opposition) side of the house he 
could not with-hold his admiration, 
from the talents of which many who 
Sat upon it were possessed; but he 


‘regretted extremely that they were 


so often employed for the purposes 
of self-interest, andthat the good of 
the public was so frequently sacri- 
ficed to the illiberality of party- 
spirit. The consequence was, that 
the debates were conducted with 
so much acrimony, and intermingled 
with so munch personal invective, 
that even the speaker must have 
foundit difficultto pursue the thread 
of the argument, and to preserve 
order and decorum in their proceed- 
ings. It was not for the empty 
hand to blame the prodigality of the 
full one, or for the person sitting 
safe upon the top of a rock, and 
viewing the ship tossed by the winds 
and the waves, rashly to censure 
the conduct of the pilot. It was 
to be recollected, that though the 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Pitt) had sitten at the helm, while 
the vessel of the state was exposed 
to storms and tempests, and though 
the ship had sustained considerable 
damage, from the accidents which 
had betallen it, the pilot, perhaps, 
might not be to blame, and that, 
had it been in other hands, instead 
of being shattered, it might have 
been sunk. Instead of indulging in 
idle complaints, or peevish igvective, 
he thought, that, at the present 
crisis,every hand ought te be active 
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in the service of the country, 
and every heart should glow with 
an ardent desire to extricate it 
from its present embarrassments. 
Having said this much in general, 
he proceeded to state the situation 
in which the country was placed. 
Having commenced the war in con= 
cert with several of the most re- 
spectable and powerful nations in 
Iurope, we were deserted by al- 
most all our former friends, and had 
now to contend against some who 
were at one time our allies. Instead 
of carrying our arms to the enemy’s 
door, we were in daily terror of a 
hostile invasion ; instead of calcu- 
lating upon the ruin of the finances 
of our adversaries, and exhausting 
their resources, our whole attention 
was confined to the restoration of 
our own credit, and the salvation 
of our own independence. He was 
convinced, that the people of 
France were as earnest in their 
wishes for peace, as the people of 
Great Britain. It might be asked, 
perhaps, that, if they were so de- 
sirous for the termination of hosti- 
lities, why did they not carry their 
complaints to the bar of the direc- 
tory, and demand redress? To 
this he would reply, that they were 
taught to consider the ambition of 
England as the sole cause to which 
the prolongation of the war was 
to be ascribed, and, that it was to 
her thirst for aggrandizement the 
happiness of Europe was sacrificed. 
And, if this was the case, would a 
British house of commons permit 
that England, the parent of com- 
merce; England, the source of 
every proud and every generous 
feeling, and the bright example of 
regular government and salutary 
regulation, should be branded as 
the interested author of all the 

é calamities 
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ealamities which are at. present 
abroad in the world? He trust- 
ed, that, on the contrary, Eng- 
Jand would be made to vindicate 
her charaeterin the face of Europe, 
and that it would be shewn to the 
present and to the future age, that 
the aspersion, in this instance, is as 
untrueas it is contradictoey to her 
past Iustory; and that even her 
enemies“ will be taught to lock to 
her asthe source of their advan- 
tages. Butit was not merely our 
character, but eur interests which 
Were at stake. Public credit was 
shaken to its yery foundation, and 
peace alone could restore it. It 
might be said, that the French na- 
tion were not sufficiently tranquil- 
ized, and that their government 
was not possessed of stability enough 
to insure the blessings of a perma~ 
nent peace. His majesty had de- 
elared it to be capable of main- 
taining the relations of peace and 
amity ; and if there were any who 
could not adopt this’ opinion, he 
would ask, if they wished to perse- 
vere in the contest either till the 
present government of France was 
completely consolidated, or till a 
system, in which they could repose 
greater confidence, was established 
upon its overthrow? He advised 


gentlemen to read the debates in the 
council of five hundred, and to 
learn moderation from the speeches 
of Dumas and Dumolard. As a 
specimen of the just and proper no~ 
tions, which obtained m that assem- 
bly, he referred to the message, 
which was lately sent to the direc- 
tory, demanding, of that body, an 
explauation of what they called an 
incendiary debarkation of prisoners 
upon our coasts ; a measyre which 
they justly reprobated asinconsistent 
with the laws of war. And, if these 
were the sentiments of moderation 
and justice, by which a French as- 
sembly was guided, would the house 
of.commons of Great Britair be less 
inclined to the exercise of these 
dispositions ? He trusted not.” 
Mr. Pollen proceeded to read an 

abstract, from a’ paper, contained in 
the Redacteur, of December, 3799. 
which he considered as the official 
sentiments of the French directory, 
on the late negociation for peace ; 
the arguments contained in which, 
tended to prove, on one hand, the 
insincerity and ambition of England 
in the late negociation ; and,on the 
other, to prove how sincerely de- 
sirous the directory were of peace, 
on moderate terms.* Myr. Pollen, 
after reading this paper, observed, 


-* Taken from the Redacteur, Dec. 14, 1796, three days after lord Malmesbury’s 


departure from Paris. 


«« The directory sets out with asserting positively, that the war has been, on their 
part, a defensive, and not an offensive one ; and that peace is the only object of their 


vows and wishes. 


*¢ Jn enumerating the strong reasons they had for suspecting the sincerity of lord 


Malmesbury’s mission, they particularly specify the perfidy of England, in exciting and 
supporting mterior troubles, both in La Vendée and elsewhere. They mention like- 
wise the forgeryand fabrication of false assignats, the studied slowness and want of con- 
ciliation, as well as of candour and openness in the mode adopted by lord Malmesbury, 
.for commiencing a treaty ; his want of authority on one hand, from any of the powers 
allicd with Great Britain, while, on the other hand, he affected to include, not only 
Austria, but even Russia, among the parties to be consulted. It miglit, therefore, they 
say, be necessary to send couriers as far as to St. Petersburgh, which, at that season of 


the year, could not be accomplished, with the answers returned, in less than five ~ 
' _ “- “* - * 


weeks. 
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that, either the allegations con- 
tained in it were founded on fact, 
or false. Iffounded on fact, then, 
the negociation ought to be resu- 
med on fair and candid principles : 
but, if false, the best mode of 
displaying the justice of the Eng- 
lish government, to Europe and the 
world, and of exposing the unjust 
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be, to publish acounter-declaration, 
stating the gronnds on which the 
war was carried on. He called 
upon thesideof the house, on which 
he sat, to defend their conduct, and 
the principles on which they acted, 
by shewing to the public, that it 
was not the inclination of the mi- 
nister, but the interest of the nation, 


pretensions of the enemy, would that they consulted. He called on 


weeks. That lord Malmesbury only proposed a vague principle of compensation, 
without any specific articles of reciprocal restitution, while their specific demands he 
only answered by ingenious evasion. They then enumerate the delays of messengers, 
and a private secretary sent to London. The want of signature to two memorials, sent 
in by lord Malmesbury; and, at length, when the ultimatum was demanded peremp- 
torily, what does it contain ? The first memorial demands, 
Ist. Restitution to the emperor of. all his territories, without exception, as he heid 
them hefore the war; consequently the restitution of Belgium. 
ed. The total annihilation of every treaty made by France with the princes of the 
Germanempire, as being fundamentally inadmissible, and contrary tothe Jus Publicum 
Imperii, which makesit impossible to treat with any, excepting the head of the German 
empire. This, they say, would arnihilate all the treaties between France and the 
elector of Hanover, the duke of Wirtemberg and Brunswic, the landgrave of Hesse: 
and Jastly, with the king of Prussia, in his capacity of elector of Brandenburg 
8d. The compleat evacuation of Italy, including Savoy and Nice. ; 
4th. A reservation in favour of Russia, by which that court may interfere at its plea~’ 
sure, as a contracting party for the peace. / 
5th. The same to Portugal, and by which likewise France is to be precluded from 
demanding a sum of money as the price of peace from that court. 
6th. Great Britain contests the validity of the cession by Spain, to therepublic, of the 
Spanish part of St. Domingo, as contrary to the peace of Utrecht. 3 
7th. The restitution of the property of the emigrants forfeited or sold is obscurely, 
_ they say, and indirectly demanded, though in language and terms so ingeniously am- 
_ biguous as to leave matter of endless discussion, : 
- What is the second memorial? For Holland, the British ministry demands a com- 
_ plete restoration of its ancient form of government; the demolition or annihilation of 
3 all the treaties between France and the Batavian republic ; lastly, the restoration of 
the stadtholder to all his dignities, offices, and possessions- 
And what does England offer as the price of so many concessions, restitutions, and 
i humiliations, onthe part of France? The restoration to Holland ofall her colonies’? 
, ‘ The indemnity to the Dutch for the past ? 
a eNo ! r 
She offers only a partial restitution of the Dutch colonies, reserving to herself the 
Cape of Good Hope, and Ceylon. ; 
_ Finally, that if France will not consent to annul her treaties, made with the Batavian 
republic, she is in that case to make over or cede to the emperor all Holland has ceded 
to France in the late treaty between the cwo countries. 
__. The directory then asks, 
_ As thisa fair treaty ? 
“Does it not demand from France, the entire restitution of all that France has cons 
_ quered during the war, without restoring all that England has acquired? i 
Does it not stipulate by induction, and by infallible though indirect and ambiguous 
Means, the return of the emigrants, the restitution of their estates,. the destruction of 
eur constitution of 1795, and insure a counter-revolution ? 
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the other side of the house, not to 
defend the minister, but to defend 
their country: and he called upon 
both sides to co-operate in deliver- 
ing their country from its present 
difficulties, and to act in such a way 
that every man in the house might 
be able to say, that, he had done 
nothing of which he was to be 
ashamed. Hethen moved, “that 
a humble address be presented to 
his majesty, representing to his ma- 
jesty, that, upon mature detibera- 
‘tion, his faithful commons were of 
opinion, that his gracious and be- 
nign endeavours, to promote the 
restoration of the general tran- 
quillity of Europe, had failed of their 
effect, either from misconception, on 
the part of the French government, 
or from the terms proposed having 
been ill-explained to the people of 
that country. His faithful com-» 
mons, therefore, beseeched his ma- 
jesty toadopt such measures as might 
teud, in the most speedy and effec- 
tual manner, toremove these mis- 
conceptions, and to vindicate the 
sincerity of his desire, for the rv- 
establishment of peace, in the eyes 
of Europe and of the world.” 

This motion was second.d by sir 
John Macpherson. 

Mr. Pitt was of opinion, that no 
practical benefit whatever could 
arise either from the motion itself, 
or the arguments by which it was 
supported. Apeace, he said, did 
not depend on the earnestness of 
their desires to obtain it, noron any 
previous declarations of that house, 
which were rather apt to frustrate 
than accelerate the object which 
they solicited. It depended on the 
free, but reasonable operations of 
the executive government, the dis- 
position of the enemy, and the ge- 
eral posture of aflairs, combined 
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with various othercircumstances too 
numerous and too complex to be 
detailed. - ‘The honourable gentie- 
man alleges, that he has reason to 
suppose, that suffering asthe French 
people must do under the inevitable 
horrors of war, they must earnestly 
and anxiously desire peace ; and, on * 
that ground, heassumes, that, a pa- 
ragrapb, which appeared, so Jong as 
December 24, in a French paper, 
tending to shake off from the direc- 
tory the odium of the breach of the 
late negociation for peace, and 
throw it on this country, musthave 
been anofficial manifesto, and pub= 
lished by special authority. He 
does not say, that he is perfectly 
satisfied of the authenticity of the - 
statements in that paper; but he 
thinks them sufficiently authentic 
for calling in question the sincerity 
of the executive government of this 
country in the late negociation 5 
and he faither thinks, that some- 
thing ought immediately to be at- 
tempted, to doaway any impression 
that the statements in that paper 
might haye on the opinions of the 
people of France, and, of Europe 
in general. But it would be sin- 
gular, by a manifesto, to refute a 
declaration which it had no autho- 
rity to consider as official; to 
expose the British nation to a fresh 
insult, and to encourage the enemy 
to defeat the very practical measures 
which it had adopted for the resto- 
ration of tranquillity. It would 
appear, on inquiry, that ministers 
had not only performed the whole 
of what Mr. Pollen’s motion pro- 
posed, but even gone beyond the 
direct terms of it. There might be 
a chance, be said, for making over- 
tures of peace, which the executive 
government only know liow tocome 
at. Break down that paling, by 
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animprudent and hasty step, and 
that chance is utterly lost. He 
could not at present enter into 
a detail of particulars: He had no 
hesitation, however, in declaring, 
that the disposition of his majesty’s 
ministers went beyond the purpose 
'of the motion before them; and, 
that in consequence of dispatches 
received from his Imperial majesty, 
who had refused to negociate for 
peace, but in conjunction with 
Great Britain, a confidential person 
was to be sent, from this country to 
. Vienna, with instructions to enable 
the emperor to conduct farther ne- 
_gociations, in concert with his al- 
ies. He, therefore, hoped that 
Mr. Pollen would withdraw his 
motion, rather than persevere in a 
measure which would tend to defeat 
the end which it proposed. 
Colonel Porter disavowed all 
confidence in ministers. The chan- 
cellor. of the exchequer had come 
to the house with a flourishing de- 


' scription of the state of the finances3. 


and in a few weeks thereafter, we 
were found to bein a situation little 
short of bankruptcy, At allevents, 
the present motion could. do no 
_ harm ; it should, therefore, have 
his support. 
Mr. Addington had flattered him- 
selé that, after what had passed, Mr. 
- Pollen would have withdrawn his 
) motion. This motion, he observed, 
__was founded on two grounds, stated 
in a French paper : first, the origin 
_ of the war, which was attributed to 
_, the British ministry ; secondly, the 
"insincerity of the British govern- 
7 ment in its overtures for peace. 
_ He made a variety of obs¢rvations, 
_ _tending to shew, that ministers were 
dragged into the war against their 


wills; and, also, that they had not’ 


neglected any feasible opportunities 
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or means of pacification. If we 
were to make any application for 
peace, he said, in our present cire 
cumstances, the enemy might sup- 
pose, that we were driven to it by: 
the recent occurrences at the bank. 
It had been asked, what had been 
gained by the war? This was an 
improper question, as it was a war 
of defence: but, we had retained 
our character, atchieved great con- 
quests, and made a discovery of 
easy means of preserving internal 
tranquillity. We had nearly de- 
stroyed the marine of France, and 
given a severe blow to that of 
Spain, We had,in a great degree, 
quashed those dangerous princi- 
ples that were abroad, and secured 
our honour, our liberty, and, he 
trusted, our constitution. These 
were some of the-advantages we: 
had gained by the war: and, on 
these grounds, he would vote against: 
the motion, and move the order of 
the day. 

Mr. Eox thought,as he knew the 
country also thought, that peace 
was the only means of averting our 
impending ruin. But what does 
the minister, who has had so large 
a share im producing your present 


calamities, propose to you to-night? 


That you should still ‘repose your 
confidence in him: still confide in 


‘those councils which have been so 


fatal. Itseemed, Mr.. Hammond, 
of whose abilities he had no doubt, 
was going to Vienna, and, on this, 
the minister expected them to stop 
at once, in the performance of their 
duty. 
says the minister, in conjunction with 
the emperor, and Buonaparte isto be 
negociator for peace with us both. 
Do not put me under difficulties, by 


youruntimely interference. Tothat, , 
az a general -principle, Mr. Fox- 


had 


We are now to negociate,. 
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hadnodifficultyin assenting though 
perhaps he would not agree with 
the minister as to the extent to 
which that principle might be car- 
ried. The present question was 
not, whether any minister, under 
any circumstances, should have the 
confidence of the house, duriug a 
negociation, but whether the pre- 
sent minister, under the present 
circumstances, should possess that 
confidence ? A motion was made 
for peace, by an honourable gentle- 
‘man (Mr. Wilberforce) two years 
ago. What was the language then? 
«© Do not vote for this proposition, 
but trust in me.” He prevailed 
with this house to do then what he 
asks you to do now ; to confide in 
his sincerity. After a considerable 
Japse of time, anegociation was at 
‘last attempted, through the medium 
of Mr. Wickham, and afterwards 
carried on by the embassy of lord 
Malmesbury. This negociation be- 
came a subject of discussion in this 
‘house, which was told, after every 
means had been made use of to 
evade all measures that could lead 
toany serious negociation, that there 
was not a heart in England so 
“« profligate as to wish, not a hand 
so dastardly as to sign, nor a man to 
be found so defrenerate, as to be the 
courier of a commission to be sent 
to France, to stipulate for peace.” 
We have tried our executive go- 
vernment enough, said Mr. Fox, to 
be confident we can dono good to 
cur country, by trying such means 
any longer. Let usnow try means 
that we havenot tried. My opinion 
is, that, let who will be the negoci- 
ators for peace, certainly, still more 
if the present ministers are to be 
the negociators, the chance of ob- 
_taining it will be infinitely increased, 
if parliament should give that nego- 


ciation the sanction of its vote, 
But it seems the French will be en- 
couraged if this house should in- 
terfere and dictate to the executive 
government. Will they reallythink 
worse of your energy, if they find 
that you are determined to take your 
own affairs into your own hands, 
instead of confiding to the present 
ministers ? Will they really expect 
to make better terms of peace with 
the people of England, speaking to 
them through the medium of repre- 
sentatives, than with the present 
executive government? Do they ex- 
pect more real care of the interest of 
the people of England fromareign- 
ing faction, than from the people 
themselves, speaking through the 
medium of their representatives? [ 
apprehend the contrary; and that, as 
we should expect more justice from 
the French people themselves, than 
we do of any faction among them, 
so would they from the people of 
Great Britain; and, in that view, I 
should hope, that neitherthe repub- 
lic of France would be hostile to 
Great Britain, nor the limited mo- 
narchy of this country be hostile to 
the just claims and true interests of 
the republic of France. I wish to 
know what better pledge you could 
give of sincerity to France,in your 
desire for peace, than to tell them, 
by a vote of the house of commons, 
that you are willing to negociate: 
and what is more likely to lead toa 
restoration of tranquillity, upon a 
solid and permanent foundation? 
Colonel Fullarton observed, that 
the present question, stripped ofall 


diplomatic ambiguity, stood exactly , 


thus: Is this country prepared to 
admit, that Belgium shall not be re- 
stored to the emperor, and that the 
Rhine shall be the boundary of 


France? If not, the French will. 


answer, 


emitted. 
\ the French, from the commence- 
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answer, come and take Belgium. 
‘These are not.times for entrusting 
the most important interests of the 


country to plenipotentiaries who 


entrench themselves behind the 
‘ramparts of etiquette, and stalk on 
the stilts of ambassadorial mighti- 
ness. Undoubtedly, every returning 
sentiment of mutual forbearance 
and amity ought, by every practica- 
ble mode, to be encouraged. Per- 
haps, with this view, no better 
beacon or-directory can be fouad, 
in the annals of negociation, than 
the conduct of our Indian govern- 
ment, in the year 1781, when 
French, Dutch, Mysoreans.and all, 
were in arms against the English ; 
and our interests in the east were, 
if possible, more unprosperous than 
they are at present on tine conti~ 
nent of Europe. An honourable 
baronet, now 2 member of this 
house, then second in council, and 


afterwards governor-general in In- . 


dia, in conjunction with lord Ma- 
cartney and sir Eyre Coote, inti- 
mated tothe Mahrattas, that, unless 
inso far as might be necessary to 
support existing engagements with 
allies, the English government was 
determined, that their operations 
against the Mahrattas should be na- 
val, ‘and defensive merely. This 
they intimated to the Poonah go- 


- yernment, and, from that moment, 


not a shot was fired between the 
Mahrattas and the English. There 
is one point, which must not be 
It is well known, that 


ment of the war, have resisted all 
ideas of treating collectively with 
the confederated powers: in so 
doing, they have proved their wis- 
dom; for, by treating individually, 
they have detached every power 


from the confederacy excepting 
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Austria and England. Ifthe French 
lose all hope of detaching these 
powers from each other, they can 
no longer have the same object left 
for persisting in that ‘policy ; at 
least, it may no longer be imprac- 
ticable to devise means for bringiag 
them to treat on general principles, 
and collective arrangements. ‘This 
can hardly be effected without a 
congress, in some form or other. 
Under this impression, he would 
take the liberty of reading such a - 
form of resolutions as he conceived 
would meet the object in view, not 
eaning, however, at all, to press 
them on the houseat present : 

Resolved, “ That it is the opi- 
nion of this house, that, whenever 
a proper opportunity occurs, the 
most eligible mode of establishing 
the tranquillity of Europe, on a se- 
cure foundation, will be, by assem- 
bling a general congress, such as 
took place last century, previous to 
the peace of, Munster. That the 
object of this congress ought to be, 
to specify and declare to all man- 
kind the principles of right and 
wrong, which ought to govern the 
relations between independent 
states ; to specify and declare to all 
mankind the principles of security, 
property, and public credit, which 
it is necessary to recognize, and 
render effectual, before any paciti- 
cation can be negociated with sta- 
bility or honour. 

“ In the event of the belligerent 
powers not acceding to this opinion, 
it will become this house to make 
known the grounds on which the 
war is continued, to ascertain the 
form on which it is to be conducted, 
and to declare the principles on 
whicha cessation of hostilities ought 
to be concluded, on the part of bis 
Britannic majesty.” 

Sir 
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Sir William Pulteney said, that 
what the parliament and the nation 
should require was not so much an 
immediate peace, as a secure one : 
and this object wovld be accom- 
plished by patience under our suf- 
ferings, aud perseverance in the 
contest. As long as the eneny re- 
tained Belgium and Holland there 
could be no security for England. 
Now wasthe moment tostrain every 
nerve in the struggle; and he was 
more fearful that ministers would be 
too forward than too tardy in bring- 
ing matters to a termination. His 
complaint against them was that, on 
hearing the disasters that had be- 
fallen the Imperial arms, they had 
not immediarely comedown to the 
house, and called fora loan to invi- 
gorate the brave exertions of our 
illustrious ally. 

Sir John Macpherson spoke to 
the following effect. He thought that 
it would not be a greater proof of 
moderation and justice, than of 
sound political wisdom, to declare 
that we stood uponly in defence of 
our ownrights and liberties,and not 
for the purpose of encroaching on 
those of other nations. He wasanx- 
ious that such a declaration should 
be made, not only because it would 
contribute to give peace tothiscoun- 
try, but to al] Europe, and among 
other nations, even to our enemies, 
The interests of Britain would be 
best promoted by consultingnot only 
our own advantage, but that of all 
the civilized world: by endeavour- 
ing not only to obtain from, but to 
extend to France, a just, honoura- 
ble, and solid peace. The French 
government has ceased to be an in- 
cendiary assembly, s senguinary dic- 
tators, anda club of plunderers. It 
has assumed the form and the tone 
of regular governments. It has offi- 
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cially declared its respect for per- 
sonal safety, property, and morals, 
and has denouncedvengeance against 
the anarchists. It has likewise ma- 
nifested an appearance of a wish for 
peace. It is for the French nation 
to realize the peace, of which their 
new government speaks to them 
with cautious reserve. And this ob- 
ject, a frank declaration on the part 
of the people of England, through 
their representatives, of a sincere 
disposition to peace, on a fair moral 
basis, equally conduciveto the secu- 
rity and welfare of both nations, by 
awakening the sensibility, and gain- 
ing the confidence of the French 
nation, would materially tend to for- 
ward. The basis to which he alluded 
was a due regard to justice,»private 
property, public credit, and the 
rights of nations. It was time for the 
English nation to open their eyes on 
the true object of the war: an ob- 
ject which ought to be as remote 
from the spirit of vengeance, as 
that of conquest. It points, on the 
contrary, toa reasonable agreement 
between the belligerent states; an 
agreement dictated by the force of 
their wants,and founded on the in- 
dispensable protection of the right 
of property, without which no — 
state can be cettain of providing 
for the subsistence of its subjects, 
nor of maintaining the security of 
its civil order.. Commerce and 
modern finance having intermingled 
all spdaate even that of nations, 
it follows that public credit has be- 
come the universal depositary of 
civilized society, There isonly one 
property, and one real finanee in 
Europe, the circulation of which 
is as essential to the political body, 
as that of the blood to the human 
body : it was a violation. of the 
tight of property that produced the 
assignats, 
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assignats, and the assignats that pro- 
duced the revolution, with all the 
miseries suffered by France, and in 
flicted on our neighbours. To shew 
a disposition, even a zeal for the 
settlement of a government in 
France, that should respect the 
rights of men and nations, would not 
be a greater blessing tothat country, 
than to all Europe. The motion 
before the house had a happy ten- 
dency to harmonize the great body 
of the French ard English people 
(who could not be said properly to 
be at war with each other, though 
their governments were) into peace 
and good neighbourhood, by dis- 
countenancing and disapproving the 
insinuations of insincerity, on the 
part of this country, in the late ne- 
gociation. It would assist ministers, 
m proving that the prolongation of 
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the calamities of war did not rest 
with Great Britain. Yo a motion 
of this tendency, he did not see 
why any objection should be made 
by either side of the house: as it 
was calculated to procure an essen- ~ 
tial advantage to the country, while 
it contributed to strengthen the 
hands of government. On these 
grounds, he thought himself jus- 
tified in supporting the present 
motion. 

Mr. Johnes could never forget 


- theignominious manner in which our 


ambassador had been dismissed, nor 
forgive the insult offered to the na» 
tion, The objects for which we cone 
tended were, our liberties, our for 
tunes, our religion, our God, and 
ourking! Ona division of the house, 
there appeared for Mr. Pollen’s mo- 
tion, 85: against it, 291, 
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: Wature of Money. abiesons ‘y of theBank of England.-~Stoppage of Bank, 
Payments in Specie.—Message thereon, from his Majesty, to ‘Parliament. 
-s.Delates on this Subject, in both Houses. Measures jor the Support of 
Public Credit, and the Relief of various pecuniary kianlarrassments,— 
Report of the Committee appointed to inquire into the State of the 


“ Bank. 


‘OLD and silyer, and other pre- 
cious metals, have a two-fold 
value:’a value intrinsic, and a va- 
lue conventional. 'They are valuable 
on account of their own’ quali- 
ties ; and they are valuable as the 
signs and pledges of wealth. This 
distinction men learnt to make in 
the progress of commerce. And 
there was never an abstraction more 
curious in itself, or in common 
affairs more important in its conse- 
quences. ‘The conventional, or ar- 
bitrary, value of gold and silver, the 
signs and pledges of wealth, has 
been taken off, has been abstracted 
from the solid metals, and trans- 
ferred to paper: a very flimsy and 
unsubstantial body, and which 
may be considered as holding a 
middle place between matter and 
spirit. It isnot, however, the pa- 
per, that is, in fact, the substitute 
ra money, but something still more 
exile; the promise, the ; act of the 
mind stamped upon it; so that mo- 
ney has come to be, not so much 
a substantial, or material, as a me- 
taphysical thing; and so easily 
multiplied, that the number of pa- 
per- -dollars in America, assiguats in 
france, and bank-notes in Great 
Britain, have almost exceeded cal- 
culation. 
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The bank of England, which has 
the greatest circulation of any bank 
in England, was originally projected 
bya merchant of the name of Pat- 
terson, and established in the year 
1694. The company was incorpo- 
rated by parliament, in the 5th and 
6th of William and Mary, in consi- 
deration of the loan of 1,200,000/. 
granted to the government, for 
which the subscribers received near- 
ly Sper cent. By an act of the 8th 
and 9th of William III. they were 
empowered to enlarge their capital 
stock to 2,201,171/. By another 
act of 7thof Anne, they were far- 
ther empowered to augment their 
capital to 4,402,3432. on which they 
advanced 400,000/. more to go- 
vernment; in 1714, another loan ° 
of 1,500,000/. ; and other loans in 
subsequent periods. Nor was the 
bank of England found to be a 
greater conveniency to government 
than this, with others called coun- 
try-banks, was to individual ad- 
venturers in manufactures and‘com- 
merce, and every species of ime _ 
provement, 

But, in this country, as in others, 
different causes concurred to re 
mind the world that there was a 
wide difference between money that 
possessed an intrinsic yalue, and mo- 
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hey of the abstractest kind, which 
was merely conventional. A ron 
was made on the bank of England 
which threatened its ruin. Goyera- 
ment interfered for its preservation, 
and the minds of men began to be 
turned back from metaphysics to 
matter: from the sign to the thing 
‘signified. ‘Lhe spirit of adventure, 
in many instances, out-ran its capi- 
tal,* and an increased capital stock 
required an increase in the circula- 
ting medium: but the immediate 
and principal cause of the shake that 
was given to the bank of England, 
in 1797, is unquestionably the pre- 
sent war, which, among other ex- 
pences, to an unheard of amount, 
included large pecuniary remittan- 
ces to fereign powers, but especial- 
ly the emperor of Germany. 

In the month of January, 1795, 
the court of directors informed the 
chancellor of the exchequer, that it 
was their wish, *‘ that he would ar- 


range his finances for the year, in- 


such a manner as not to depend on 
any farther assistance from them.” 
These remonstrances were renewed 
in the months of April and July, in 
the same year; andon the Sth of 
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October following, they sent a writ- 
ten paper to the minister, which, 
concluded by stating, ‘* the absolute 
necessity, which they conceived to 
exist, for diminishing the sum of 
their present advances to govern=- 
ment ; the last having been granted 
with great reluctance on their part, 
onhis pressing solicitations.” Inan 
interview with thechancellor of the 
exchequer, which took place on the. 
23d of the same month, on the 
loans to the emperor being men- 
tioned, the governor assured Mr. 
Pitt, ** That another loan of that 
sort would go nigh to ruin the 
country.” And on the 9th of Fe- 
bruary, 1797, the directors ordered 
the governor to inform the minister, 
‘that, under the present state of 
the bank’s advances to government 
here, to agree with his request 
of making a farther advance of 
1,500,000/. as a loan to Ireland, 
would threaten ruin to the bank, 
and most probably bring the direc 
tors to shut up their doors.” 

With this cause, another springs 
ing also out of the war, power- 
fully co-operated. This was the 
dread of an invasion, which had 


* That the run on the bank was, in part, owing to this cause, is rendered probable, 
he many and great embarrassments of’principal traders, noticed in a former vo~ 
lume. When from this and whatever other Cause, there was a great scarcity, or more 
properly, a great demand for money, many merchants and tradesmen stopped, and 
others were on the brink of stopping payment, though their debts were found, on the 
Strictest inquiry, to be greatly exceeded by their property. On this emergency, minis- 
try, willing to nourish trade, the source of revenue, the source of theit own power and 
influence, abroad and at home, very wisely advanced large sums of money to mercan- 
tile houses, on receiving deposits of goods into public warehouses; nor is it in very 
many instances, that they have appeared in so respectablea light, as when they assuined 
_ the character of paternal and patriotic pawn-brokers. The emperors of Germany, in 
pledging their copper-mines, as collateral securities forthe payment of the bank notes 
of Vienna, have also appeared, on many occasions, in the respectable light of pawn- 
brokers. Though pawn-broking has been-disgraced by the baseness of little pawn-bro- 
kers, in the same manner as the law, the guardian of our properties.and lives, has been 
degraded by vile attornies, and other legal practitioners, yet there is nothing in the sys- 
tem of pawn-broking, disgraceful, or incompatible with the highest virtue and.honour. 
‘To adyance money, or any thing else, on deposits or pledges, is nothing more than the 
simple quid pro quo, the principle of barter, the first stage of commerce. At the same 
time that government afforded succour to trade, in this manner, it ordered a new coin- 
age of gold and silver; in both ways, returning from refinement and abuse, to the 
@riginal, and most natural medium _of commerce. 
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induced the farmers and. others, 
resident in the parts distant from 
the metropolis, to withdraw. their 
money from the hands of those 
bankers with whom it was deposit- 
ed. The run, therefore, commeneed 
upon the country banks, and the de- 
mand for specie soon reached the 
‘metropolis. In this alarming state, 
thé ministry thought themselves 
compelled to interfere, and an order 
of the privy council was issued on 
the 26th of February, prohibiting 
the directors of the bank from ‘ is- 


suing any cash in payment till the’ 


sense of parliament could be taken 
on thatsubject, and the proper mea- 
sures adopted thereupon for main- 
taining the means of circulation, 
and supporting the public and com- 
mercial credit of the kingdom at this 
important conjuncture.” 

On the following day, therefore, 
27th of February, z message was he 
livered from his maje sty to both 
houses of parliament, stating, “ that 
an unusual demand of specie having 


been made, from diflerent parts of 


the country, on the metropolis, it 
had ben fouud necessary to make 
an otderof council, to the directors 
of the bank, prohibiting the issuing 
of any cash in payment, til] the sense 
of partiament could be taken on the 
subject.”’ 
read, along with his majesty’s mes- 
sage; andlord Grenville, inthe house 
oflords, rose tomove,‘*‘ thatthe com- 
munication from his majesty should 
be taken into consideration the fol- 
lowing day.” 
The ‘duke of 
opinion that the desperate exigency, 
to which ministers bad driven the 
country, was owing to the ex, orts- 
tion of specie to the emperor of 
Gerraany and our other all es on the 
continent. He therefore moved, 
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‘The order of couneil was | 


Norfolk was of 
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that a humble address be presented 
to his majesty, to prevent the farther 
exportation of specie, until the sense 
of parliament should be taken on that 
subject. ‘ 

Lord Grenville said, as their 
lordships had determined not to take 
the subject into consideration till 
next day, he did not wish to discuss 
it, as neither he nor the house were 
prepared for it. The necessity of 
acceding to the motion was urged 
by the earl of Guildford, and the 
earl of Moira, on the ground that to 
decline this would have an ill effect 
on the public mind. 

The duke of Norfolk put the 
question directly to lord Grenville 
whether it was intended to send 
money to the emperor? The secre- 
tary persevered in his determina- 
tion, not to discuss, that day, a sub- 
ject that was to be taken into con- 
sideration the next. ‘The question 
being put, the duke of Norfolk's 
motion was rejected by 34 against 5. 

His majesty’s message being again 
read, next day, lord Grenville, after 
much prefatory matter, which it is 
not necessary to our purpose to re- 
late, informed the house, that he 
had two motions for their conside- 
ration; and first, ** that a humble 
address be presented to his majesty * 
to return thanks for his gracious com- 
munication, and toassure his majesty 
that he might rely with the utmost. 
contidence on the wisdom.of parlia- 
ment, 
cessity, the extensive resources of the 
kingdom :” this address was wnani- 
mously azreed to. Lord Grenville’s 
other motion was for the appoint- 
ment of a select and secret com- 
mittee of nine lords, to examine 
aud resort, on the outstanding debts 
ag ainst-the bank, tbe state of the 
funds for discharging the same; the: 

cause 


to call. forth, in vase.of ne-. 


q 
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eause that rendered the order of 
council necessary, and which might 
justify the members of that house 
for takilig the proper steps for the 
confirmition and continuance of 
that measure.” 

. The duke of Grafton said, that 
ministers had gone to the extreme 
length of a measure founded im an 
assumption of power, unknown to 
the laws and constitutien of the 
country. They would be obliged 
to have recourse toa bill of indem- 
hity, to legalize their conduct ; for, 
anless this could be obtained, the 
bank-directors wére liable to an 
action from every individual to 
whom they refused payment. 

Lord Grenville replied, that he 


had no objection to that measure ; — 


though the bank were not legally 
obiiged to act upon the requisition 
contained in the order of the 
council, 

The earl of Guildford thought, 
that there were parts of the inquiry 
proposed, which by no means re- 
quired secrecy, that, on the con- 
rity they ought to be made as 
public as possible. If thé bank 
was in sich a flourishing state as 
Was represented, it ought to be 
laid before the public, for the pur- 
post of removirg all ground of sus- 
picion. The duke of Grafton spoke 
to the same effect. But the earl of 
Liverpoo! approved of a Secret‘com- 
mittee, where subjects of a delicate 
mature were to be investigated. 

- The duke of Bedford consider- 
‘ing the ill conduct of niinisters 
throughout the war, and the alarm- 


‘ing state to which they had reduced: 


the country, thought it not impro- 
able that the measure in question 
was Absolutely necessary ; though 
he could not but remark, that, when 
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he read the order of council, he was 
astonished to find that the unusual, 
demand forspecie was imputed to 
ill-founded and exaggerated appre- 
hensions of individuals, notwith- 
standing that ministers had been 
the cause of raising them. He was 
a friend to open discussion, as their 
lordships would thereby be enabled 
to form a judgment of facts within 
their own knowledge, and to as- 
certain how much of the present 
calamitous state of the country was 
connected with the bank. He did 
not know, he said, that there was 
any reason why the committee 
should be a sceret committee. If 
there was, he was not prepared to 
admit it. Be thatas it might, he 
could not conceive that their lord- 
ships were to determine a great 
national question, of such immense 
importance as the present, on the 
report of nine lords, be they whom 
they might. The words, as they 
now stood in the resolution pro- 
posed by the secretary of state, au- 
thorized the committee to report 
their opinion on the necessity of 
confirming and continuing the mea- 
sure adopted by the bank, in con- 
sequence ot the order of council ; 
which was neither more nor less 
than, that the bank should continue 
to stop payment, and’ to give only 
paper, instead of cash, when pay- 
ment in money was demanded ; a 
thing both incongistent and alarm- 
ing. His grace, therefore, moved, 
by way of amendment w Jord Gren- 


_ville’s motion, to leave out all that 


part of it which related ‘to the com- 
mittee’s reporting their opinion on 
the continuance of the measure. 
This amendment, 

Lord Grenville said, he would 
certainly oppose, as it terded to 
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take away an essential part of the 
original motion, and render the 
others of little use. 

The duke of Norfolk strongly 
objected to a secret committee. 
If the bank were equal to all de- 
mands, it was for their honour 
that there should be no conceal- 
ment. Any thing-like secrecy 
would make a serious impression 
without doors. The duke of Graf- 
ton, too, was de cidedly against the 
secrecy of the committee, and also 
against any report by the committe, 
op the necessity of confirming and 
continuing the measure adopted in 
the minute of council. He would 
therefore support the amendment 
proposed by the duke of Bedford. 

The marquis of Lansdowne said, 
that noble lords would do him 
the justice to recollect, that not one 
session had pas sed over, since the 
year 1793, in. which he had not, 
to use a vulgar but strong ex- 
pression, Lored their lordships with 
his prophetic admonitions. His 

mind had been early impressed with 
a most sacred reverence for that 
most delicate and indefinite thing, 
called, public credit. A small pam- 
phiet, but a most able one, had 
been put into bis hands, and re- 
commended to his study : it was the 
production ofa great and distinguish- 
ed member of parliament and states- 

man (Harley, ear] of Oxford). This 
noble author illustrated the nature 
of pu lic credit, by saying, that it 
was to the people of Great Britain 
what the ’sonl of man was to bis 
body. It was pure’ soul; it was 
immaterial in itself; and yet it 
was that which gave to substance 
its functions. It was not tbe 
cause but the effect ; it fowed from 
the happy or,anization of all the 
parts of the material body. It was 
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not to be created ; it was.not to be 
forced : its precise seat in the bo- 
dy politic could not be ote ¥ers 
ed; it at once pervaded 0 ff and 
proceeded out of the whole. 
both gave and received its anima- 
tion and its existence, Jt was not 
property, forno branch of the. body 
could call it its own. It was not 
the king’s credit ; it was not the 
credit of parliament ; it was public 
credit. It was that thing which 
sprung from. the happy concoction 
of all the vital juices of the na~ 
tional frame, which proceeded from 
the nice distribution of our parts, 
and their mutual co-operation 5 
which gave to the national system 
a sy mpathetie connection, an union 
of action, a correspondence, and 
promptitude, which, in matter of 
finance, is known by the name of 
punctuality. This public credit 
was the soul of England; it was 
that which carried the nation to a 
height infinitely heyond its nume- 
rical power. It was our credit that’ 
set all the calculations of political 
arithmetic at defiance; it derided 
the celd. diffidence of those who 
judged of our means by the geo- 
graphical limits of the island, or 
the visible number of its people. 
Public credit did not even look to 
security as its basis ; it always con- 
nected security with punctuality. 
Many lords, with their 20,000Z, a ° 
year, would find it difficult to pro- 
cure the loan of 1 ,000/, on emer- 
gency, though they had perfect 
security to offer, when a neighbour 
ing tradesman, with a capital of, 
perhaps, only a few hundreds, 
would find the loan with facility. 
Why was this? It was the known 
punciuality of the one placed against 
the known want of punctuality in 
the other : it was beeause the lender 
knew, 
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knew, that the merchant was tena- 
cious of a credit, about which the 
nobleman was indifferent. This 
was the character of England: this 
it was that had distinguished it 
from all the other nations of the 
earth, and particularly from France : 
there, every thing had depended on 
the king’s credit; here, all depen- 
dence was on the nation: there, a 
disorganized spirit of expence shel- 
tered itself under the credit of the 
grand monarque ; here every thing, 
_ Contributed to, as every thing flow- 
ed again from, the fountain of pub- 
lic credit; and the administration 
of the country was, in reality, no- 
thing more than a committee for 
the management of this credit. To 
ascribe the shock that had been 
given to it, to the idle stories of 
unfounded and exaggerated alarms, 
was ridiculous. It proceeded from 
deep, progressive, accumulated cau- 
ses; causes which all thinking 
_men had long deplored, and which 
had been growing to a head under 
the unhappy and ill-requited confi- 
dence, which their lordships had 
placed -in the king’s ministers. It 
Was material to endeavour to ascer« 
tain the causes that had brought us 
to this dilemma, One cause was 
manifest: the inordinate increase 
of expence, of places, and establish- 
ments in every corner of the em- 
pire. This had been growing to 
a height beyond every thing that 
the mind could conccive; it was 
incredible and scandalous ; the in- 
crease of fees, of salaries, of places 
and pensions, of new boards of 
- commission, and new appointments 
of all kinds, had not only served to 
open all the gates of waste and 
profusion, but to beat down and 
' destroy all the check of controul, and 
. all the means of correction, Waste 
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and extravagance had been systema- 
tized ; one scene of abuse counte- 
nanced and protected another, and 
all the corners of the earth were 
witnesses to the ruinous waste of 
the treasuresof England. Another, 
and a still more dangerous, source 
of disorder, which had sprung up 
during the present administration, 
was the want of unity and correspon~ 
‘dence among the different branches 
of office. This was the common 
observation ; it was visible in every 
department ; every office seemed 
to be lord of its own will, and 
every office seemed to have un- 
limited power over the purse of the 
nation ; instend of their being, as 
the spirit of the constitution directed, 
under the constant check of the trea- 
sury- If he could trust to well- 
founded information, every branch 
of office, projected its own schemes, 
had itsown expeditions, and, of 
course, put its hand, at pleasure, into 
the purse of the nation; nay, this 
distraction was not even confined 
to office at home; but, every man, 
in every one of our foreign settle- 
ments, had, also, his own projects, 
hisown adventures, hisown schemes 
of fortificaticn, and hisown sources 
of expence; so that évery man, 
upon every foreign station, thought 
himself at liberty, and found him- 
self so, to exercise unrestrained at- 
thority over the treasury of Bng- 
Jand. That this want of concord- 
ance, and want of correspondence, 
did actually subsist, not one of their 
lordships, who were in the habit of 
conversing generally in the world, 
would dispute. They had a‘ glaring 
proof of it ina paper upon the'table. 
Let any noble lord look at the paper 
of the extraordinaries of the army, 
and he would see the full confirma- 
tion of all that he had stated ; and it 
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was fair to reason, that, if this au- 
dacious abuse was suffered in one 
department, it would be p.ictised 
in all. Another cause of our pre- 
sent shock was, undoubtedly, the 
war: it was contemptible to say, 
that, sending money out of the king- 
dcm did not make us poorer; it 
was contemptible to tell us, that, 
because it did not go forth in specie, 
it was therefore no diminution of 
our weaith; it was a great and 
fatal source of decrease, it diminish- 
ed the re-productive power of the 
country, and it was found in the 
annual deficiencies of our revenue ; 
which again became another cause 
of the present dilemma ; for, the 
minister had, year after year, to 
practise new expedients, for the 
concealment or the supply of this 
deficiency ; and thus it was, that, 
year after year they had been kept 
in a state of delusion, which more 
than any thing else, was mortal to 
the delicate frame of public credit. 
It had been said, that, in this con- 
tinued delusion, the minister had 
displayed want of integrity, as well 
as want of ability; that the delu- 
sions were too creat for mere folly 
to commit, and, that no rational 
explanation could be given, of the 
conduct in which he had persevered 
su long, except that he was both 
incapable and dishonest. He con- 
fessed, that, he did not incline to 
either of these suppositions: he 
could see no reason to believe that 
the minister could be indifferent to 
the fate of his country, nor did he 
imagine, that it could be mere want 
of ability, such intire ignorance of 
arithmetic as could make him cal- 
culate ten millions short of the sum 
that he wanted within two mouths. 
He believed that it was not want of 
ability, but want of power; it was 


that want of authority, over the 
other departments of expence, 
which ought to reside with the first 
lord of the treasury, and which, by 
want of intimate correspondence 
and connection with the other de- 
partments of office, he had fatally 
suffered to slip through his hands. 
It used to be the distinguishing 
feature of the British administra- 
tion, that the treasury was its heart : 
it distribut-d the necessary nourish- 
ment to the other parts; and every 
thing flowed from it, as the com- 
manding centre ; the other depart~- 
ments were necessarily subordinate. 
The noble duke, in his eye, could, 
perhaps, be able to say, how in- 
significant a part, a mere secretary 
of state had to play, when the first 
lord of the treasury exerted his 
powers, and thwarted the measures 
in which he did not coincide. . (We 
suppose the noble marquis alluded 
to the duke of Leeds). But this 
central point of controul had been 
unhappily conceded, and the first 
lord of the treasury, which used to 
confer the title of premier, had 
now sunk into a resemblance of the 
treasurer of France, under the 
ancien regime. 
sury lay at the mercy of each 
department: tie minister of marine, 
the minister of the exterior, the 
miuister cf the interior, and so forth, 
drew upon it at pleasure ; and they 
all knew the consequences: inordi- 
nate expence, confusion, distrust, 
violation of faith, bankruptcy, and. 
revolution. Such was the state of 
France : unhappily for England, we 
had made three stages in this fatal 
cqgreer. Good God! what a scene 
was opened to the eyes of English- 
men ; he did not dare to approach 
the measure of Sunday last; he had 
not yetceased to shudderat it; he 

would 


In France, the trea- - 
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would not date to say one word as 
to its prudence ; he only would ad- 
monish their ordships, that, upon 
the conduct of the legislature, in 
this momentous crisis, depended 
the fate of England. ‘hey were 
brought to a tremendous brink, 
where one single error, one single 
slip of the foot, would precipitate 
themtoruin. He had the utmost 
and most sacred confidence in the 
bank of England; their probity and 
their ability were undoubted ; it 
was totally indifferent to him whe- 
ther there was a secret committee 
or not; he was confident that they 
would ‘safely come to the bar of 


‘that house, and prove, in the face 


of the world, that they were equal 
to all their own engagements ; 
that they dreaded nothing but the 
interference of the state; and this 
fnterference it would be well for 
their lordships to guard against, 
This was the rock upon which 
alone we could split. To the re- 
port of a committee of nine toble 
lords, wlio should: confine them- 
selves to the single object of exa- 
mining the ability of this company, 
he had no objéction: in his mind, 


foo, it ought to be a secret com- 


mittee, not because there ought not 
to be the utmost publicity in every 
thing that regarded the pecuniary 
state and circumstances of the na- 
tion, but because the bank of Eng- 
Jand was’ a private company, and 
parliament had no right to inquire 
and pry into their affairs. Taxing 
it for granted, however, that it was 
at their own invitation and express 
desire, he had no objection to the 
appointment of acommittee of nine 
lords, of high and known honour, 
who should “strictly confine them- 
selves to the examination of their 
fonds and their engagements : no 
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farther. He would fot venture 
one step beyond this examination, 
and, therefore, all the latter part 
of the motion, and every thing 
which looked like, or bore the 
least affinity to, force, he must ob- 
ject to. The only way in which 
the measure could be countenanced 
was, as a measure of persuasion : 
he was sorry to have seen, in the 
order of council, so itmproper a 
term as the word ‘ require ;”’ it 
was a word unknown to the law, 
and which ought not to have been 
used ; it was an importation from 
France. Requisition, carried with 
it the idea of terror, which could 
only be carried on by force. He 
deprecated this dreadful feeling ; 
it ought to have been a recommen- 
dation, not a requisition, to the 
bank, and they must never lose 
sight of the necessary caution to 
be observed in this respect. The 
first error must be repaired ; if an 
a(ténpt shall be made to usé force, 
we até gone as apeople. ‘* Mark 
my prophecy, my lords,” exclaimed 
the noble marquis, ‘ahd donot dis- 
dain the counse}, while vet in time. 
If you attenipt to make ‘bank-notes 
a legal tender, their credit will pe+ 
rsh. ‘T hey may go on fora time, 
ta the consequence is certain. 

No art, fo skill, no power, can 

revent their falling to a discount. 
WV Ve do not speak upon conjecture ; 
the thing is inatter of experience. 
A fever is as mucha fever in Lon- 
don as in Pari s, or Amsterdam ; 
and the consequences of a stoppage 


‘of payment must be the samé jn 


whatever country it shall happen. 
The fall will be slow perhaps, and 
gradual for a time ; but it will be 
certain. A féw months may bring 
to the recollection of yout lordships, 
with contrition, the prophecy that 
have 
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have now made you.” He would 
conclude with saying, that he had 
not had time to converse with se- 
yveral gentlemen, for whose autho- 
rity on such subjects he had high 
regard ;. but, in. meditating on the 
consequences of the measure, that 
morning, many horrible effects had 
presented themselves to his mind. 
"Che danger they had to apprehend 
from forgery was none of the least 
of the evils ; we shoud have the re- 
action of the blow we had struck at 
Franee; we had madeour base in- 
struments adepts in the science, and 
it was not to be expected, that they 
would suffer the opportunity to pass 
unimproved. Another evil-was, that 
of jobbing in bills and money. 
‘Adventurers of all descriptions 
would. start up; the precious me- 
tals would disappear, and every 
article would’bear two prices, one 
for money, and one for paper. 
Anorher, and a monstrous, evil 
would be, that it would open the 
door to unlimited expenditure, and 
we should have not merely the con, 
tinuance of the war, but all the 
frantic ‘and delusive expeditions, 
which were now projected, would 
be fatally put.into execution. He 
warned them against the folly of 
attempting the Spanish South-.Ame- 
yica possessions. In three or four 
years, they would fall away froin 
Spain themselves; a greater good 
<ould not be done to Spain, than to 
relieve them from the curse of these 
settlements, and make them an in- 
dustrious people like their neigh- 
bours, 
happen to England than to add 
them to our already overgrown 
possessions. He equally objected to 
our idle chimera of an expedition 
to Port Ferrajo, and to our disas- 
trous conquests in the West Indies. 
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‘by making it a legal tender. 


A greater evil could not, 
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It was a clear candid proposition of 
peace, accompanied with a rigorgus. 
economy of expence, that could 
alone recover us from the shock 

that this order of council had given 
to public credit. 

‘Phe lord chancellor came from 
the woolsack to make a single ob- 
servation upon the latter part of 
what fell from the noble marquis. 
He had deprecated the idea of, 
forcing bank paper into circulation, 
He 
thought it just necessary to say, 
that it never entered into the con- 
templatiou of his majesty’s ministers 
to use any forcible means, It was 
impossible to say, in this stage of 
the business, what plan the wisdom 
of the legislature might devise, up- 
on the report*of the committee ; 
but he could take upon himself to 
say, that it never yet had been con- 
ceived, that it would be wise or 
prudent to make bank-notes a legal 
tender. 

The marquis of Lansdowne ex- 
pressed considerable satisfaction at 
the information imparted to him 
by the noble and Jearned lord on 
the woolsack, and said, he was ex- 
tremely happy to find such were 
the feelings and sentiments of mi- 
nisters, Had he known as much 
before he began his speech, itwonld 
have saved him, and the house, some- 
time. He flattered himself that, 
by lenient measures, and persuasive 

means, the good sense of the coun- 
try might be worked upon to pro= 
duce the happiest effects. 

The dukeof Bedford’samendment 
being rejected, by 78 against 12, the 
or iginal motion was carried without 
a division. " 

His majesty’s message, relative 
to the situation of the bank, became, 
on the same day, February 28, a 

; subject 
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subject of discussion in the house 
of commons. The chancellor of 
the exchequer moved an address to 
his majesty, returning him thanks 
for his most gracjous communica- 
tion, and assuring him, that the 
house would immediately proceed 
to take into consideration the ob- 
ject recommended in the message 
to their serious attention. This 
address, in the usual form of exact 
correspondence to the message, was 
carried, nem. com» Mr. Pitt then 
proceeded to introduce anothes mo- 
tion, of which he had, as usual, 
given previous notice, with some 
observations relative to the state 
of the bank, and certain ‘measures 
that it seemed to require. Tt had 
already been ascertained, he said, 
even in the short space that had 
elapsed since the minute of council 
had been issued, that the public 
confidence in the bank was un- 
shaken : that no doubt was enter- 
tained, with respect to the solidity 
of the bank, or its ability to answer 
all the demands of its creditors. 
Yet it was undoubtedly incumbent 
upon the house, he said, at so im- 
portant a period, to take the proper 
means to satisfy themselves, that 
the measures that had been taken, 
_ in consequence of the opinion of 
the privy council, had become in- 
dispensably necessary : and this the 
rather, that parliament was now 
_ to be called upon to confirm that~ 
opinion, and sanction the measure 
adopted by an act of the legislature. 
As to the degree of satisfaction to 
be required, and expected, with 
Tespect to the grounds of necessity 
‘on which the measure had been 
adopted, the state of the bank was 
asubdjecf of inquiry of so critical 
and delicate a nature, that it could 
Rot, consisten‘!y with public safety, 
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be pushed to toogreat particularity, 
or minuteness of detail. The in- 
quiry ought to be conducted in the 
most discreet manner, consistent 
with the necessary satisfaction of 
the house. It would be proper, 
then, that.the business should be 
confided to a secret committee, 
and that they should be expressly 
instructed, by the house, not to push 
their inquiries too minutely into the 
particulars he had suggested, but 
to confine theirinvestigation tosuch 
circumstances of the genera! state 
of the bank, as might be sufficient 
for the purpose in view. It was 
not for him, he said, to point cut 
in what manner the members of | 
the secret committee ought to exer- 
cise the important trust committed 
to them by the house; but, if it 
should be proved, by the evidence 
of the members of the bank di- 
rection, that the extent of the late 
demands on the bank, and the 
rapidity with which they were 
brought forward, were likely to 
occasion such a pressure, as not to 
leave a sufficient fund for the pub- 
lic service ; and that their opinion, 
on this point, entirely coincided 
with that of his majesty’s minis- 
ters; astrong argument would then, 
surely, be afforded, that the mea- 
sure which the necessity of the 
times required, on the part of the 
executive administration, it was 
incumbent on the legislature to 
confirm and enforce. On these- 
grounds he moved, that a secret 
committee be appointed to ascer- 
tain the total amount of the out- 
standing demands on the bank of 
England, and likewise of the funds 
for discharging the same; and that 
they do also report their opinion 
of the necessity of providing for 
the confirmation, and continuance, 


of 
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of the measures taken in pursuance 
of the minute of council on the 
twenty-sixth instant: the motion 
being read, 

Mr. Fox declared his expecta- 
tion that the minister, who had 
conducted affairs in such a manner 
as to call for the measure now pro- 
posed, would not have been cot- 
tented to pass, so slightly, over the 
nature of the present crisis, but 
would have thought it incumbent 
on him, at least, to give some ge- 
hetal statement of the citcum- 
Stances which had led to that situa- 
tion of unparalleled, and unprece- 
dented embarrassment, in which 
we were now placed. Every nian, 
who read the proclamation of coun- 
cil, must have been struck with thé 
reflection, that this was the first 
time that a measure had beeu 
adopted, by the executive govern- 
ment of this country, to prevent 
the bank from answering the de- 
mands of its lawful creditots: 4 
iiieasute which, he contendéd, 
would destroy the credit of the bank. 
Ifthe measure was indispénsably 
required, from the pressing txigen- 
cy of the country, and the imperious 
consideration of public safety, an 
act of parliament was surely the 
only proper mode of effecting thé 
purpose. The house of corimors 
was that particular branch of thé 
legislature which it was of most 
essential importance should be con- 
sulted on suth an dccdsion. ‘The 
neglect that had taken place inthis 
instance was of the most mischiev- 
ous example. The’ king, or exe- 
cutive government, by the present 
measure, had claimed a power to 
atinihilate, by one breath, all the 
propetty of the creditors of the 


bank. It might be said, that suck 
a power would be equally danger- 
ous in any branch of the legisla- 
ture. But, it had been found, by 
experience, that whenever a power 
ot this kind had been confided to 
a senate, or to alatge bodyof men, 
it had been better preserved, and 
had presented fewer instances of 
abuse, thanin those situations where 
the case was otherwise. The sta- 
bility of credit had always been 
better maintainéd inrépublics, than 
in those goveruments where it de- 
pended merely on an individual, 
or on a smal) body of men only: 
With regard to the important point 
intended for the support of the 
bank, namely, that the public were 
to be called upon to guarantee the 
sécurity of the bank-notés, Mr. Fox 
atin 3 that every sanction given 
by the public to the credit of indi- 
viduals, though for a time it might 
be attended with some advantage, 
would ultimately be found to be 
injurious and destructive. As to 
the secrecy of the intended com- 
mittéc, hé said, while the credit 
of a corporation is entire, the pub- 
lié have no tight to pry into their 
sécfets : but, when once a failure 
has taken place, or a slut has been 
thrown upon its character, the best 
remédy, if thé-staté of its affairs 
be, iiide@d, such as to bear a fair 
scrittiny, is, to brig it into the 


utmost publicity. The house, he © 


observed, were called on to decide 
on the merits of the Whole trans- 
action ; and that it was necéssary, for 
enabling them to form their judge- 
ment on the casé, that all the concerns 
of the bank shou!d be investigated, 
Let me beg of you not to imitate 
the blind confidence of the lords of 
the 


the council, and to bestow your ap- 
probation on the mere representation 
of the necessity of the measure, but 
to have before you all the facts and 
arguments connected with the trans- 
action, and to draw your conclusion 
from the vesult of a full and impar- 
tial investigation. Without these it 
is impossible that you can fairly ab- 
solve him from the imputation of 
the most gross misconduct. And, 
under the present» circumstances, I 
- feelit to be my duty to consider the 
chancellor of the exchequer as hav- 
ing violated the law of the land, 
and given a dangerous blow to the 
national credit. The necessity of 
the case must, indeed,. be well ascer= 
tained before his conduct can be 
justified. It must be proved how far 
he had the means of knowing the 
danger that threatened the public 
service, and how far his information 
was of that serious and alarming 

- nature to demand so extraordinary 
precaution. Icome now to ane- 
ser point, The directors of the 
bank often told the minister what the 
effect would be of his sending such 
"vast sums of money abroad. ‘They 
remonstrated against such conduct. 
L will not enter upon the detail of 
the advice that was,given to him at 
these times; but we all know, and 
now feel the effect of his conduct; for 

- hesent money.abroad,notonlyagainst 
the opinion, and in defiance of the 
_ femonstrances of the bank, but 
against the known spirit, and palpa- 
bly against the yery letter of the 
constitution. Such has heen the 
conduct of the chancellor of the ex- 
_ebequer ; and 1 do say, we are now 
called upon, by the duty, which we 
_ owe to the pubiic, to give no farther 
_ eredit to that minister for his state- 
- ments ia any public affair of finance, 
and more especially upoa the sub- 
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ject which'is now before us. ‘We 
have for along time had a eonfiding 
house of commons; I want now an 
inquiring. house. of commons. I[ 
say, that with a diligent, inquiring 
house of commons, even although it 
should be an indifferent one, with 
regard to talents, and with a miuis- 
ter of very ordinary capacity, we 
shall be able to do more tor the ser- 
vice of the people of this country , 
than a house of commons composed 
of the best talents that ever adorned 
any senate, and a minister of the 
first abilities would be able to, if 
that house should implicitly confide 
in that minister. It, therefore, I 
have, in an uniform tone, called for 
inquiry, and the house has been as 
persevering, as certainly it hitherto 
has, in coniiding, it is not wonderfuk 
that we are in our present condition. 
I say, that without inquiry into the 
cause of our calamities, the public 
neither will, nor ought to be satis- 
fied. I say, farther, that the house 
ought, for the sake of its credit 
with the public, to enter into a full 
inquiry upon this matter, for the 
authority of an inquiring is much 
greater than that of a confiding house 
of commons. It wasour duty to re- 
trieve our affairs, but, if the house 
persisted in confiding in  ministers,. 
our ruin was inevitable. : 

Mr. Hobhouse was afraid that 
bank paper would fall into as low a 
condition as assignats or mandats. 
He was of opinion that nothing 
less than a fuil and complete in- 
quiry would answer any good pur- 
pose. 

Sir John Sinclair referred to the 
journals in the year 1796; from: 
which ii appeared that there had 
been an inquiry into the affairs of 
the bank, but that not a partial one. 
En consequence of the good effects of 

this 


190] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1797. 


this precedent, he could. not help 
agreeing with Mr. Fox, that it 
would be proper to pursue:the steps 
of the committee of 1796, by in- 
quiring not only into the amount of 
the out-standing engagements of the 
bank, but into that of the property 
also. Sir John had learnt, from the 
chancellor of the exchequer; that it 
was the intention of government 
that the notes of the bank of Eng- 
land should be received from indi- 
viduals by the public: from which 
circumstance, if the notes should 
fall in credit, the revenue must be 
diminished. The next point to be 
considered was, whether bank notes 
were to be considered as a legal 
tender from the public to the indi- 
vidual? Unless this were enacted in- 
to a law, it would be impossible to 
carry on public affairs, for there was 
not specie enough in this country to 
pay all ‘the public creditors, The 
next point to be settled was, whe- 
ther bank-notes should be considered 
as a legal tender from one individual 
to another. Unless they were so, he 
was persuaded that one half of the 
public might be sent to jail for debt, 
and that the other half would after- 
wards become bankrupts. But, the 
most mmportant light in, which these 
things should be considered in the 
aggregate, was the effect which the 
whole would have on foreigners. It 
vould alter the price of every article 
purchased from foreigners abroad : 
it would affect ‘the value of every 
article exported to foreigners from 


home. It would shake the credit of’ 
Great Britain in the farthest parts: 


of Russia, and be felt in the re- 
motest corners of the earth: He ia- 
mented that earlier measures had not 


been taken to” prevent what had - 


happened, especially as the danger 
had been long foreseen, He held 


in his hand a copy of a letter whicl’ 
he had written’ to the directors of. 
the bank, so long ago as the 15thof 
September, 1795, wherein such mea~ 
sures were proposed as probably 
would have prevented the sad ne- 
cessity to which they were now re- 
duced. This letter suggested the 
propriety of issuing bank-notes of 
91. and 3/. value, as well as notes of 
larger sums, that should not be im~ 
mediately converted into ‘specie. 
Since, however, the directors had- 
not chosen to adopt any preventive 
measures of that kind, he trusted 
that if a committee should be ap-. 
pointed, it would consist of able- 
and independent men, and not of 
persons, who, from their’ preju- 
dices, habits, or connections, would 
wish either to support or oppose the 
present administration. x4 
Mr, W. Smith could not conceive: 
the justice of government in first’ 
making the bank a corporation of 
bankers, and afterwards exonerating 
them from paying the money de- 
posited in their hands. ‘The part- 
nership between the government’ 
and the bank was compulsive and 
unjust, as being ‘a partnership of 
an insolvent government, which re= 
quired a solvent company to bolster 
up its ruined finances.”? With regard 


‘to the utility of a secret committee, 


he would much rather take the word 
of thé directors of the bank, as to 
the solidity and responsibility of 
their funds, than the report of the 
secret committee, who had only the 
power of making a-partialinquiry. 
Lord Wycombe said, that if the 
suspension of payment, required by 
the privy.council, was intended to 
remove a public pressure at home, 
he should have no objection to ac- 
cede toit. But as he thought all 
this was intended merely to cover a- 


‘design of sending money to the con- 
éinent, to carry on the war, he was 
-bound in duty to give it his nega- 
tive. The house should reflect on 
the evils which such a measure as 
this would not fail to produce. It 
| wouldlessen the value of the paper 
veurrency of the kingdom. Hehad 
-seen the misery which tbat had pro- 
duced in other parts of the world, 


all provisions,* and bringing on a 
train of evils with which that house 
Was unacquainted, 

Mr. Wilberforce Bird, who re- 
presented a manufacturing town, 
had instructions from his con- 


would be’ recommended to enable 
them to carry on their business, and 
te answer the many demands to 
which itexposed them. A rumour 
had gone abroad, that it was the in- 
tention of the bank, to issue small 
‘notes of one or two guineas each. 
He was exceedingly solicitous to 
Know, if the rnmourhad any founda- 
tion, as such an expedient would 
quiet the alarm, and relieve the ma- 
-nufacturers from present pressures. 

» Mr. Pitt replied, that it was his 
Bcteation, before the house separa- 
ted, to move for leave to bring in 
-a Dill, which might be carried 
“through both houses very quickly, 
to enable the bank to issue notes 
below Sl. value. 


ingly issued in a foie ss They 
"were found to afford very great 


o have laid a foundation for many 
ti vils, particularly to the labouring 


Wiction has thus been miserably verified. 
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‘by raising most rapidly the price of 


‘stituents, to inquire what method - 
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and other classes. of the people, as 
well as) to stipendiaries of all kinds ;- 
the very leisurely advancement of 
whose wages: and salaries is: usu 
ally very disproportionate to the ra+ 
pid depreciation in the value of the 
national currency, 

Sir William. Pultney — observed; 
that in 1793, the Newcastle bauk- 
ers had declared, as now, that they 
must stop thepayment of their notes 
in cash, under the pressure of tem~ 
porary scarcity ; but they soon ob- 
tained the necessary supply, and 
went on again as before. It was 
notorious to every body, that the 
bank had not always-beside them 
cash for all their notes; for, if they 
had, why issue notes at ali? How- 
ever, he was of opinion, that the 
causes, which had contributed to 
place the bank in its present situa- 
tion ought to be known. Though 
such a measure, as that adopted by 


administration, might do no harm 


for once, yet it was necessary to 
prevent itiffuture, It was certain 
that the country could not ‘stand if 
the credit of the bank was shaken : 
it was therefore necessary to protect ~ 
its stability, not by a partial, but 
full and particular investigation into 
the causes of its embarrassments, 

My. Hussey said, let the chancel- 
lor of the exchequer pay all the mo- 
ney advanced by the bank, and their 
present embarrassment would cease. 
Let him pay the ten millions due 
to the bank, and every thing would 
resume its usual course. 

Mr. Pitt, perceiving that some 
suspicions were entertained that the. 
measure adopted for succouring pub- 


_ * Atthe moment of writing this, June 10, 1800, the quartern wheaten loaf is 1s. 6... 
nd all,other provisions and necessaries of life high in proportion. 


His lordship’s pre- 


lic 
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lie eredit, was designed to be per- 
manent, assured the house, that no- 
thing eould be farther from his in~ 
tention. However, while it conti- 
nued, it ought to have the sanction 
of legislative authority. Withregard 
to what was said by Mr. Hussey, 
"© pay the bank, and all will be 
well,” it was founded ona mistake : 
for, by far the greater part of the 
sum dué to the bank, was floating 
advances not now made for the first 
time. Nor were there more ad- 
vances now outstanding than there 
had been before on many occasions, 
prior to his coming into office. 

. Mr. Curwen, Mr. Brandling, and 
Mr. Bastard, declared their oppo- 
sition to a secret and partial in- 
quiry into the present and alarming 
situation of the bank, in the strong- 
est terms. 

Mr. Sheridan did not conceive 
the measure that had been adopted 
for its relief, as a temporary expe- 
dient. . He foresaw that the bank 
never would be able, afterwards, to 
defray its outstanding engagements 
incash. For, how was it possible 
they could? since they were about 
fo issue a greater quantity of paper, 
and their cash was seized on for the 
public service ? He did not approve 
of appointing a committee to in- 
quire into the affairs of the bank, as 
he had the firmest confidence in its 
solidity: but he deemed it highly 
expedient, that a committee should 
be appointed to inquire into the 
grounds on which the order of the 
ptivy council had been given. He 
was unfriendly to a committee for 
inquiring into the situation of the 
bank, but instead of opposing it 
would move an amendment, which 
consisted in an additional clause, in- 
structing the committee, to “inquire 


into the causes which had produced 
the order in counei), dated February — 
26, “ providing for the confrmae — 
tion and continuance of the mea- 
sure contained in the order.” 

Mr. Dundas said, that the amend- — 
ment proposed negatived the ofigi- 
nal motion. While Mr. Sheridan 
professed himself averse to an in- — 
quiry, he proposed to enlarge it, by ~ 
adding a question respecting the | 
causes of the embargo; which were 
alleged to bea total mismanagement _ 
in every department of finance. 
Thus an inquiry into every circum- 
stance of the war, from its com- — 
mencement, would be set on foot, 
and the first and great object of sa- 
tisfying the public with respect to 
the solvency of the bank, would be 
delayed till the state of the nation, — 
in every particular, could be ascer- 
tained, 

Mr. Fox considered the two 
questions of the measures to be 
adopted, and the cause of the pre- 
sent situation of the bank, as inse- 
parable. Until the house were aps . 
prized of what had produced the 
order of council, relative to the. 
disorder, they could not possibly 
know how to apply the remedy. 

Mr. Pitt observed, that though 
the motion and amendment coms 
prized three distinct questions, yet 
Mr. Sheridan, by the tenor of his 
speech, had objected to that part 
of the motion which pressed an in- 
quiry into the state of the bank. 
This inquiry, however, he wished 
to be made, with a view to shew 
that its ultfmate resources were 
solid. And this he considered to 
be the more necessary, that Mr. 
Fox, at the same time tiat he had. 
expressed his conviction that they 
were so, had yet stated their late 

conduct 
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conduct as an act of bankroptcy 
not to beremedied. When gentle- 
men-cried up the solidity of a cor- 
porate body in one breath, and ia 
the next imputed bankruptcy to it, 
an inguiry becanic necessary, in 
order to establish its reputation, for 
being equal to the discharge of all 
itsengagemerts. Mr. Fox teplied, 
that he had not applied the term 
of bankruptcy to, the state of the 
bank, but to government, to which 
it had been Jong applicable. Ou 
a division of the house, Mr. She- 
ridan’s amendment was rejected by 
244against 83. The original mo- 
tion was.then carried without a 
division, and a secret committee 
chosen by ballot.* 

Mr. Fox then moved, ‘‘ That it 
is the duty of this house to inquire 
into all the causes that have pro- 
duced this extraordinary measure,” 
‘This resolution being agreed to, 
Mr. Fox, gave noticé that he should 
on the next day, move for the ap- 
pointment of a committee to that 

_ effect. Accordingly, on the next 
day, March 1st, Mr. Fox moved, 

_ that a committee be appointed to 
inquire into the causes which had 
roduced the order of council. 

_ This motion was seconded by gene- 
it “yal Wolpole, and supported by. Mr. 
_ Sheridan, Mr. Grey, Mr. Curwen, 
and Dr. Laurence, but opposed by 
Mr. Pitt, on the ground that the 
committee, already appointed, was 
i” oompetent to every purpose. of 
e inquiry. The motion, on a di- 
a”. of the house, was jost: the 


£193 
votes, being, for it 53, against it 
144, - 

A secret committee, for investi- 
gating the affairs of the bank. of 
England, was.also appointed on 
the second of March, by the house 
of lords.+ On the sixth, the earl 
of Chatham brought up the report 
of that committee, which stated, 
that, on the twenty-fifth day of Fe- 
bruary last, there was a surplus, of 
effects, belonging to the bank, .be- 
yond the total of. their debts, 
amountingto the sumof 3,826.890/, 
exclusive of a permanent debt of 
1 1,666,S00/. due from government; 
that the bank of England had lately 
experienced an universal drain of 
cash; that this drain was owing to 
demands for cash from the coun- 
try, arising from local alarms of 
invasion; demands had been, of 
late, progressively increasing, but 
particularly in the last week; and 
that there. was every reason to 
apprehend that these demands, and 
the consequent progressive reduc- 
tion of cash, would continue, and 
even increasé; insomuch, that there 
was reason to apprehend that, if 
it were to conticue in the same 
proportion, the bank of England 
would be deprived of the means of 
supplying the cash which might be 
necessary for pressing exigencies of 
public service. On these grounds 
the committee stated it as thejr 
opinion, that it was necessary to 
continue and confirm the, mea- 
sures already taken, for sach time, 
and under such limitations, as to 


ith members chosen for this committee were, sirJohn Scott, Isaac Hawkins 


Browne, esq. C, Bragee, esq. John A 


Anderson, esq. John Fane, esq. Thomas Grenville, 


3 William. Wilberforce, esq. William Wilberforce Bird, esq. Charles Grey, esq. sir 

Bin Mitford, William flussey, esq. William Plumer, esq. Thomas Powis, esq. John 
Blackborne, esq Thomas Berry Bramstone, esq. 

» + Consisting of the lords Chatham, Winchelsea, Graham, (duke of Montrose) Hard- 


os: ince, Liverpooi, Sydney, Grenville, Ossory, and de Dunstanville. ' 
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the wisdom of parliament might 
seem expedient.* 
The duke of Bedford contended 


for the necessity of appointing a. 


select committee, in crder to in- 
quire into the causes of the present 
embarrassments. He had an objec- 
tion to a secret committee, being 
of opinion, that,in order to restore 
the confidence of the nation, the 
greatest publicity ought to be given 
to its proceedings. His grace there- 
fore moved, ‘* That aselect com- 
mittee, of fifteen peers, be appoint- 
ed to inquire into the causes for is- 
suing the order of council of 26th 
of February last.’? 

Lord Grenville differed from the 
noble duke, not on the propriety 
of an.inguiry, but on the distinc- 
tion he made between a secret and 
a select committee, He was of 
sicterts that asecret committee was 

pier he therefore moved, as 
an’ amendment, that for select, the 
word secret should be substituted. 

‘The duke of Norfe!k had no 
objection to a secret committee, 
if it was openly appointed: but 
he objected to the mode of cheo- 
sing a committee by ballot, be- 
cause it was well known that 
such committees’ were chosen by 
the minister's friends. In the last 
cominittee, there were no fewer 
than three cabinet ministers, who 
were the very persons who signed 
the order of council in question, 
and two of whom were near re- 
Jations of the minister. After a 
short ste eee. that ensued be- 
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tweén the duke of Bedford and 
lord Grenville, his lordship’s mo- 
tion was agreed to; on which he 

moved, that the committee be cho- 
sen by ballot. 

The duke of Bedford observed, 
that it was notorious, that the last 
committee was composed of those 
very persons whose conduct was 
implicated in the inquiry; and 
shameful, that men should be ap- 
pointed judges of their own acts. 
He was, therefore, of opinion, that 
the committee should be openly 
nominated by their Jordships, and 
madea motion to that effect. But, 


ona division of the house, the ap- 


pointment of a committee by bale 
lot was carried.+ 

The report of this committee 
was taken into consideration, in the 
house of peers, on the fifteenth of 
May. The duke of Bedford said, 
when he first read the order of 
ccuncil, ascribing the drain of cash 
from the bank to unfounded alarms 
of invasion, he doubted the truth 
of the allegation. But when he 
found that a committee, appointed 
by ballot to inquire into the cir- 
cumstances which rendered. that 
order necessary, was composed not 
only of the zealous supporters of 
administration but of members of 
that very cabinet on whose conduct 
they were appointed to decide, his 
doubtswereconfirmed. He therefore 
thoughtit his duty to move for ano- 
thercommittee, with more extended 
powers than the former, which was 
agreed to. But the commitiee, as 


* The whole of the report, from which these particulars are extracted, will be found 


in the Chronicle, in this volume, page 96. 


+ These are the names of the committee chosen. 


The lord president, [earl of Chat- 


ham, |the dukeof Bedford, the earl of Derby, | the earl of Westmorland, the earl of Win- 


chelsea, lord Graham, lm uke of Montrose,] 


the earl of, Guildford, the earl of Hard- 


wicke, the earl Bathurst, the earl of Liv erpoal, lord Sydney. lord Roney, lord Auck-- 
land, lord Gwyder, and lord de Dunstanville. } vi, 


before, 


before, was composed alinostentirely 
of their own supporters, witha due 
proportion of the members. of the 
cabinet. He was disposed to doubt 


of council, from the beginning ; 
and these doubts were confirmed 
by an investigation of the report of 
the committee. On the correspon- 
dence which had taken place be- 
tween the bank-directors and the 
chancellor of the exchequer, he 
meant to propose certain resolu- 
tions; of which he proceeded to 
state the substance. His grace went 
through the different parts of the 
correspondence, and particularly ad- 
verted to the resolution of the court 
of directors of the eleventh of Feb- 
ruary, 1796. and Mr. Pitt’s answer 
to it, in which he promises neither 
to make any further loan, nor ad- 
vances to the emperor,- without pre- 
viously consulting the bank ; while, 
at the very moment, he was sending 
money to his Imperial majesty. 
After reprobating the conduct of 
- administration, in theseverest terms, 
and describiug ministers as the de- 
spoilers of our fortunes! oppressors 
of the poor! and plunderers of the 
} rich! he moyed the first of the fol- 
- lowing resolutions : 

_ I, That it appears to this house, 
that, subsequent, to the month of 
- June, 1795, and during the year of 

1796, a great diminvtion was ex- 
_ perienced in the specie of the bank 

of England. 

_ IL.» That it appears to this house, 
} that the governor, and deputy-go- 
 yernor, of the bank, did, at various 
_ times, represent to the chancellor 
_ of the exchequer, the danger to the 
bank from the diminution of its 
_ Specie, particularly at the following 
| periods,; (amounting to twelve, and 
which were particularly specified). 
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the matter contained in- the order ' 


[195 


{II. That it appears, that, during 
these periods, the directors of th® 
bank frequenuy remonstrated with 


‘the chancellor of the exchequer, 


on the-magnitude of their advances 
to government, anxiously requiring 
payment, or a considerable redue- 
tion of the same; but ihat, never- 
theless, the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer not only neglected to com- 
ply with the object of these re- 
monstrances, but, usually, under 
pretence of the necessity of the 
publi¢ service, renewed his demands 


.for farther aid; and that, under the 


exigency of the case, as stated to 
them by the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, the directors of the bank- 
were, from time to time, induced 
to consent to farther accommodas 
tion. ; 

IV. That it appears, that the 
chancellor of the exchequer fre. 
quently solicited such farther ace 
commodation, in the most anxious 
and pressing terms ; declaring, that 
it was impossibic to avoid the most 
serious embarrassment tothe public 
service, unless the directors of the 
bauk afforded the assistance he re- 

uired, 

V. That it appears, that, although 
by these means the directors of the 
bank were induced to comply with 
his demands, they generally ex- 
pressed their reluctance in strong 
language ; and, that they, at last, 
that is to say, on the twenty-cighth 
of July, 1796, thoucht it necessary, 
for theirown justification, to request 
the chancellor of the exchequer to 
lay betere bis majesty’s cabine: their 
most solemn and serious rernon- 
strance: in which they declare, 
that, ‘‘sensible of the alarming 
and dangerous state of pubjic cre- 
dit, nothing could induce them to 
comply with the demand then made 
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apon them’ but ‘the dread ‘of their 
teftisal might be productive of preat- 
exjeviL? 

V1I.That i: appears, that, during 
the ‘above periow. a’ ‘considerable 
portion of ‘the bank advanees was 
occasioned: by payments of bills of 
exchange drawn: on the ery 
from abroad. 

VAL.: Phat.it appears, tha t ithad 
sekdom beei tie custom of the bank 
of England; tovadvance, onithe ac- 
court ef such bills, mere than from 
20,0001. to 80,0007. and ‘that, even 
during the’ American’) war, such 
bills. never exceeded, at any one 
time, the sum of 150,000/. ; the 
wisdom of our ancestors having fore- 
seen; and.provided against the mis- 
chief of «similar advances, by a 
clause, inan act pascedin the fifth 
yéar of Wiiliamand Mary, by which 
the governor and company of the 
bank..of Engiand were. restrained 
fromadvancing any sums of money, 
other than on such funds on which 
acredit is granted by parliament. 

VILL. That it appears, that, from 
and -after the year 1793, at which 
time, an act of parliament passed, 
containing a clause, by which the 
directors. of the: bank are indemni- 
fied for the advances they had made 
out of the bills drawn from abread, 
and exempted in future from the 
penaliits of the said act-of William 
and Mary respecting such advances 
to government, the amount of trea- 
sury-bills paid at the bank con- 
tinued \progressively to. increase ; 
and that between the first of Jabu- 


ary, 1795, and the twen ty-fifih of 


February, 1797, sums, totheamount 
of upwards of 15,000,001. were, 
at different periods, advanced to 
government, upon, this head. 

IX. That it appears, that'the di- 
rectors of tbe bank did, at various 


1797. 


‘times, during the years 17°5, 1796, 


and 1797, apply to the chancellor 
of the exchequer for repayment of 
such advanees, and represented to 
him the ruinous consequences, to 
themselyes and to the public,’ of 
continuing the system of making 
treasury-bills payable at the bank ; 
and that they even declared, they 
conceived it to be “ an unconstitu- 
tional mode of raising money, and 
what. they were not agscioe by 
their charter to consent to.” 

X. ‘That it appears that the schiit! 
cellor of the exchequer did, at vari- 
ous times, in that period, undertake 
to reduce the advances on that head, 
within thesam of 500,0001. andlike- 
‘wise so to arrange his payments asto 
put an end to the account, but that 
nevertheless, the said promises never 


were kept by him, and that the ad-. 


vances on treasury-bills, on the 28th 
of \ebruary, 1797, amounted to 
1,619,041. 

XJ. ‘That it appears to this house, 
that foreign remittances to a much 
larger amount’. than 
known in the most expensive wars, 
in which this country has been in- 


volved, -have taken place since the 
year 1753. 
XII. ‘That the extent of such ré- 


mittances; occasioned, at so early a 
period as the end of the year 1794, 
and the beginning ofthe year 1795, 
great alarms inthe minds of the dis 
rectors, which they had at various 
periods communiczied to the chans 
cellor. of the exchequer, and that 
on the third of December, 1795, 
the court of directors, under the ap- 
prebension that it was intended to 
grant a farther loan to the emperor, 
came to a resolution, by which they 
declare their unaninious opinion, 
that, should such a loan take place, 
it would be ‘* most fatal in its con- 

sequences 


ever “were . 
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sequences to the bank of England.” 
That they communicated such re- 
solution to the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer. who assured them, ‘ he 
should lay aside ail thougiis of it, 
unless. the situation of things, rela- 
tive 'to the bank, should so alter as 
to. render such a loan of ‘no impor 

tance or inconvenience to them.” 
_XILI..That on the 5th of Fe- 
bruary, 1796, the chancellor of the 
exchequer, after stating, in conver- 
sation with the governor and depu- 
tation.from the bank of England, 
his opinion of the necessity of the 
farther assisting the emperor, pro- 
mised to take no steps in that basi- 
ness, without previously communi- 

- cating to them his intention. 

XIV..That on the llth of Fe- 
bruary, 1796, the directors of the 
bank passed unanimously the fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Resolved, 

That it is the opinion of this 
court, founded on the experience of 
the effects of the lateimperial loan, 
that if any other Joan or advance of 
money to the emperor, or to any 
other fureign state, should, in the 
present state of affairs, take place, 

it will, in all probability, prove fatal 
to the bank of England. 
The court of directors, therefore, 
_ do, most earnestly’ deprecate the 
adoption of any such measure, and 
they solemnly protestagainstany re- 
sponsibility for thecalamitous conse- 
quences that may follow thereupon.” 
~ Towhich resolution, when com- 
municated to bim, the ehancellorof 
__ the exchequer returned for answer, 
© That, after the repeated intima- 
tion which he had given to the go- 
~ yvernor, &c of the bank, that vo far- 
Aher loan to the emperor would be 
resolved on, without previous com- 
- munication with the bank, he did 
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not sée ally, reason for these resolu- 
tions ; thathe did suppose they were; 
adopted in a moment of. alarm,- 
and that he should consider them, 
ia that light.” ty % 

XV. That, both from the general 
Aenor of the said answer, and from’ 
its particular reference to the sub- 
stance and matter of the resolutions; 
then eommanieated to him, be gaver 
the governors, &c. of the, bank to, 
understand, that he was bound by~ 
promise to them to hegociate no, 

_loan for the service of his Imperial 
majesty, nortomake aay remittance 
eitherto his said Imperial majesty, 
or any. foreign prince, under any 
pretence: whutso-ver, without pre-, 
viously communicating such his in- 
tention to ths bankof Mngland; that? 
the directors so understood him,and 
that, impressed with tnat belief, they: 
abstained from making any farther 
remonstrances on this subject. 

XVi. That, nevertheless, the, 
chancelior of the exchequer, for: 
some time prior to February 11, 
1796, clandestinely remitted,anddid : 
for several months snbsequent clan= 
destinely remit, his said Imperial : 
majesty, aud other foreign princes, 
large stiins of money,in dehance of 
his repeated promises, and in viola- 

.tion of his solemn engagement with’ 
the bank of England, and conse-" 
quent upon their own resolution of’ 
the 1}th of February. 

XViL. That it appears, that if 
the said advances. of the bank to 
government had been paid off when: 
required, or considerably reduced, » 
the bank would have been enabled, 
to reduce, if expedient, the amount 
of its outstanding notes ; and that 
snch option would have been of es- 
sentiakservice to ils interests. 

X VILL. "That it appears from the 
evidence’ of the governor and de- 
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puty-governor of the bank, that if 
the said advances had been paid off 
when required, or considerably re- 
duced, the bank would have been 
enabled to give more extended aid 
to the mercantile interest of Great 
Britain, in the way of discount. 

XIX. That it appears, that if the 
advances on treasury-bills had been 
paid off when required, and as the 
chancellor of the exchequer had 
promised, and the foreign remittan- 
ces abstained from,as the chancellor 
‘of the exchequer had likewise pro- 
mised, there would have existed no 
necessity for suspending the dueand 
ordinary course of the bank pay- 
ments in cash. 

XX. That it appears to this 
house, upon an attentive examina- 
tion of the evidence reported by 
the secret committee, upon a mi- 
nute perusal of the correspondence 
between the governor and directors 
of the bank of England, and the 
chancellor of the exchequer, during 
the years 1795, 1796, and 1797 ; 
and after a thorougi: review of the 
whele circumstances of the case, 
that the neglect of the chancellor of 
the exchequer, in discharging or suf- 
ficiently diminishing the amount of 
the stims advanced to government, 
by the bank of En, Jand, his perse- 
verance in directing treasury -bills of 
exchange, to an amount unexam- 
pled, to be patd at the bank, his fre- 
quent promises, and constant breach 
of those promises, to reduce their 
amount within the sum of 500,000/. 
and that the enormous amount of 
his remittances to foreign princes, 
in leans and subsidies, were the 
principal and leading causes which 
produced the necessity for the order 
of couacil on the 26th of February 
last. 

The constitution of the com- 
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mittee, objected to by the duke of 
Bedford, was justified by the earl of 
Liverpool, from the propriety and 
necessity of their having, on all 
hands, and in every view, the fullest 
information, and praised their con- 
duct as the most'impartial and can- 
did. ‘The chancellor of the exche- 
quer, aiainst whom a great part of 
the noble duke’s’ charge was perso- 
nally directed, had been examined 
upon. oath, before the committee ; 
the first instance in which a patty 
accused, was desired to give evi- 
dence ayainst himself, in any court, 
or before ‘any magistrate. With re= 
gard to the capital point of discus- 
sion, the effect of the advances to 
the emperor, from the state of the 
exports and imports, and every other 
criterion of prosperity, there was 
no reason to believe, that a remit- 
tance, todouble the amount that had 
taken place during the present war, 
could, in the increased wealth and 
commerce, and increasing balance of 
trade in our favour, have been fol- 
lowed by such consequences as had 
been ascribed to that measure: 
which, initself, was wiseand expedi-= 
ent. To employ the enemy’s arms 
abroad for the security of this coun- 
try, had ever been considered as our 
true policy, by the greatest minis- 
ters who had guided the affairs of 
this country: Lord Godclphin, Mr. 
Pelham,-and the immortal father of 
the chancellor of the exchequer, the 
late lord Chatham. Were it neces- 
sary to illustrate the position, thatit 
was inthis manner, by stretching 
out the arm of its power, andkeep- 
ing the battle far from their own 
gates, that the English always had, 
and still might wage war with the 
greatcst glory and success, hemight 
appeal to the writings of a candid 
and impartial, as well as solid and 

penetrating 
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penetrating observer, the great 
Montesquieu. A great part of the 
cause, to which the stoppage and 
consequent. distress were to be 
ascribed, was the increased demand 
for discounts. In time of peace, 
when money could be obtained for 
less than 5 per cent. people were 
Willing to lay ont their capital in 
discounts: but when 19 per cent. 
could be,made of the money which, 
by discounts, produced only 5 per 
cent. the temptation to employ it in 


some other manner could easily be _ 


conceived. The present evil was, 
also, to be imputed ina great mea- 
sure to alarm. © Country bank-notes 
were the chief circulatins medium 
in the country, and these, in the 
course of alarms of invasions, pro- 
duced a run upon the bank of Eng- 
land, the receiver of the cash of the 
kingdom, ‘I'he public circulation 
of the kingdom was about thirty- 
four millions, and it was not to be 
_ expected that cash to the amount of 
eleven millions, which was the 
amount of bank-notes, was con- 
stantly tobe keptinthe bank, ‘To 
impute the stoppage to the gradual 
advances made to the emperor, upeo 
the ‘immense circulation of this 
conntry, was altogether absurd. 
The great capital lately Jaid out in 
canals,* inclosures, and other im- 
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provements, proved at once the ex- 
tent of the commerce and the wealth 
of the country, and shewed how 
such operations might, in times of 
embarrassment, press npon the ge- 
neral circulation of the country. 
Upon all these grounds he should 
move the previous question 

The earl of Kinnoul artributed 
much of the evil, that had of late be- 
fallen us, to an increased spirit of 
euterprize and speculation: any 
failures in which were, of necessity, 
accompanied with temporary em- 
barrassments. 

The earl. of Guildford thought 
that the bank might have been en- 
abled to go on: or, that if obliged, 
at last, to stop, that it would have 
been better to shew to the pub- 
lic that its stoppage arose from 
its own want of cash, than its being 
proved that this event arose from 
the wants of government. . The 
bank had repeatedly demanded of 
government repayment of their ad- 
vances. It was one ofthe resources 
to which they had trusted for ex- 
traction from their embarrassments. 
They would have been enabled to 
goon if they had not been deceived 
by the chancellor of the exchequer. 
The earl of Guildford was followed 
in this debate by lord Auckland, the 
duke of Leetls, and lord Gren- 


* Jt seems to be the duty of the annalist to embrace any natural opportunity that 


may occur, of recording proofs and examples ofindustry and enterprize, directed to the 
best ends : an, union of private advantage with public benefit. Such proofs an« exam 
ples are to be found, toa greater extent, in the history of canals. inthis country than, 
perhaps, in any other species of adventures. Roads and canals are the arteries and 
_ veins of political Society, which diffuse life and vigour throughout the whole body ; 
andadd to the satisfaction of the proprietor, the enlarged complacency of the patriot. 
She advantages of canals are particularly illustrated, by the prosperity diffused by the 
canals, for which we are chiefly indebted to the marquis of Stafford and to Sir Ed- 
ward Littleton, of Teddesley, bart. through the county of Stffaord ; and of which the 
shares becomeevery day moreand more productive. It appears thata vessel of 25 ton, 
can be drawn on a canal by a single horse, of inferior quality, and whose labour is 
equivalent to that of forty of the best draught horses: so that the saving, in expences 

and provisions, is immense, 
: (04): ville, 


200) 


ville, in opposition to the resolutions 
moved by the duke. of Bedford: 
but nothing new, of any importance, 
was added. to,what had been urged 
by.Jord Hawkesbury. ‘The previ- 
ous question being put, on eachof the 
resolutions, was carried. Wenow re- 
turn to the proceedings of the house 
of commons on the same subject. 
Op the 34 of March, Mr. Bram- 
stone brought up the first report of 
the-committee appointed to inquire 
into the state of the bank, which 
was, in substance, the same aah that 
of the committee of Lords.*. On 
the 7th of March, Mr, Bramstone 
brought up the second report of the 
committee, stating it to be their opi- 
nion, also agrecably to that of rhe 
committee of lords, ‘* that it was 
necessary to provide for the con- 
tinuance and confirmation . for a 
limited time; ofthe order in council, 
and submitting to the wisdom of 
parliament to “determine the time 
for which such order should ke con- 
tinued.” The two reports were 
taken into consideration, by a com- 
mittee of the whole house, on the 
oth of March, But, previously to 
the reading of the order of the day, 
Mr. Sheri dan said that, according to 
the report of the committee, go- 
vernment was indebted to the bank, 
in various sums, independent of 
eleven millions, which the com- 
mittee reckoned as forming so much 
of the capital steck of the bank : 
when, in fact, that-eleven millions 
was no. debt at all. Instead of be- 
ing included in. the capital stock of 
the bank, as a debt, it should have 
been reckoned as an Banuiky of 


« 


* The amount of the demand on the bank was : : 


ANNUAL REGISTE R, 


1797. 


330,000/. per annutn, being the 
stipulated interest for the other, du- 
Ting a certain term of years.—The 
order of the day being read, 

The chancellor of the exchequer 
rose to make some observations on 
thetwo reports. With regard to the 
first, which related to the finances of 
the ba nk, lie observed that, from the 
moment of its being made public, 
there appeared an almost general 
persuasion of their ultimate solidity 
and sufficiency. Buttheré was ano- 
ther source from which he drew his 
conviction of the prosperous state of 
the bank. ‘Ihe merchants and 
bankers of London had shewn the 
solidity of the bank, by agreeing ta 
support its credit, in the acceptance, 
for a time, of their paper, instead of , 
specie, As to what had been al- 
leged by Mr, Sheridan, the ques+ 
tion was not whether the bank con- 
tained actual specie for all the de+ 
mands which might be made upon 
them, but whether they had goods 
due to them, or property of any dee 
scription which might be finally 
available to them in the liquidation 
of the debts owing to the public, 
It appeared, upon Othe report, that 
the bank was rich, was possessed of 
substance, far exceeding the de- 


mands of the public, and that the 


individuals composing the corpora- 
tion would have a far greater sum 
to divide, if- a division of property 
was totaké place, than they had ori- 
ginally embarked ; and therefore 
their security was ‘altimately good, 
With respect to the second report, 
it was his inteniion to refer to the 
committee, powers to enable them: 


£- 13,770,390 


Assets, not exclusive of the sum of 11,686,800/. of permanent debt, 


due by government, amoun:ed to 


So that there was a surplus of . 


, 17,597,280 
33526.590 
to 
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to.enter- into the examination. and 
discussion of ‘every circumstance 
which might be supposed, in anyre- 
speci, deranged the ordinary chan- 
nel through which the finances and 
tgsources of the country Howed, and 
to ascertain, not merely what. re- 
lated to the bank, but what was the 
real and undisguised situation of the 
country. . He moved, then. for 
* leave to bring in a bill to contiane 
and:confirm, for a limited time, the 
yestriciion against the issuing of mo- 
ney in specie by the. bank of Eng- 
land.’ ‘This bill, the chancellor of 
the exchequer brought up again, on: 
the 13th of March, yunder the title 
of « A bill for enabling the bank of 
England to issue notes in payment 
of demands upon them, instead. of 
cash, pursuant to the late order of 
council to that effect :’’ the bill was 
read a first time, and ordered to’ be 
- printed. It was taken. into. consi- 
deration by a committee of the 
- wholeghouse on the 22d of March, 

andina farthér committee on the 
24th of March. When the clause 
which provided for. ,the payment of 
the army and navy, fin specie, came 
poder discussion, Mr. Fox granted 
‘that their claims upon the public 
were great, but contended that the 
claims of the public creditor were 
at Jeastequally so. 

Mr. Whitbread saw a good reason 
-why the navy should be paid j in spe- 
cie: but why the soldier should be 
paid in cash, when the day-labourer 
and working artificer were to be 
paid in paper, he could not compre- 
hend, unless ministers preferred 
eying. men with arms in. their 


ands, in order to call on them to si- 


lence the murmurs of those who 
were disarmed. But the clause, afier 
‘a few words from the chancellor of 
the exchequer, was agreed to. 
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The report of the committee of 
the bank-bill was brougbt up on the 
27th of March: when Mr, Pitt pros 
posed a, clause , “* providing that 
bank-notes should be received in 
payment, by the collectors in every 
Peanaitek the revenue, during the 
restriction on’ the bank from issu 
ing payments in cash,”,. which was 
agreed to. He then proposed anor 
ther clause.of great importance, the 
substance of which was, ‘that if 
any mau offered a bank -note, in pay- 
ment of any, demand, that offer 
should do away the effect of a per- 
sonal arrest in the first instance.” 
The clause did not go the length of 
making, bank-notes.a legal, tender, 
nor to take away the power, of, the. 
creditor to pursue, in. course ofle- 
gal process, mivans to obtain pay- 
ment of his demand.in.cash; but it 
hindered him from proceeding-to an 
arrest in the first instance; it saved 
the inconveniency of giving bail to 
an action. The condition. of the 
creditor by the clause was. this, that 
the bank-note stood as a security 
for his demaud, tati! he should, in 
a due course of law, obtain his judg- 
ment. hisarticle being agreed to, 
Mr. Fox moved ‘ That it shall not 
be lawful for the bank to issue any 
cash to government, by way of 
loan to any foreign power, pending 
the operation of the restriction laid 
on the bank, by the late, minute of 
council,” 

The chancellor of the exchequer 
said, that he had no objection to the 


_ principle of the clause, but that he 


thought there should be some ex- 
ception introduced into it, confer- 
riug power ot issuing money to a 


Jimited amount, such as 600,000/, 


and that only on ‘the credit of ex- 
chequer-bill , already authorized by 
a vote of parliament, The clause, 

with 
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with this exception, was agreed to. 
The house again resolved itself into 
a committee on the bank-bill, on the 
31st of March ; when the chancel- 
tor of the exchequer proposed to add 
a clause to the bill, the purport of 
which was, to allow'the bank to re- 
pay, at different periods, in cash, 
those who might, at their discre- 
tion, hereafter deposit cash with the 
direciors of the bank, so that no 
more than three-fourths of stich 
sums should be repaid by the 
bank in cash, during the conti- 
nuance of the present bill. This 
elause was Opposed by Mr. Fox, 
and strongly supported by Mr. 
Thornton; after which it was 
agreed to without a division. 

Mr. Pitt next introduced a clause 
to enable the bank, notwithstanding 
the present restriction,toissue forthe 
accommodation of private bankers 
and traders in the metropolis, asum 
~ in cash, not exceeding 100,000/. 
which was adopted without a divi- 
sion. Thereport was ordered to be 
received 6n the Monday following. 
On that day, however, it was farther 
postponed, but the bill was read a 
third time on the 4th of April. On 
that day, Mr. W. Bird presented a 
clause, by way ofa rider, that in all 
cases where bank-notes might be 
tendered ‘in payment of thé rent, it 
should not be lawful for the person 
to whom the rent was due, if he 
refused such tender, to seek a re- 
medy by way of distress. The 
clause was brought up and read a 
first and second time; but after 
some observations made by Mr. 
Pitt and Mr. Manning, it was ne- 
gatived without a division. 

Sir William Pultney next propo- 
sed a clause, the object. of which 
was to require the bank, within a 
certain short period after the passing 
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of the act, to come forward, and 
to declare whether they wished the 
restriction to continue ; and if they 
did not, that the prohibition should 
immediately cease. 

The chancellor of the exchequer 
opposed the clause, and Mr. Fox 
supported it. 

The bouse divided on the ques- 
tion, that the clause be brought 
up. Noes, 76; Ayes, 43. 

On the third reading of the bill, 
April 7th, sir Wm. Pultney moved 
an amendment to the clause, which 
limited the operation of the bill to 
the 24th of June; by leaving ont that 
period, and substituting the sixth of 
May. This objection, to the length 
ot the time allowed by the bill, as it 
then stood, was not grounded mere- 
ly on the conviction that the time 
allowed, or indeed a much longer 
time, would not enable the bank to 
pay the demands on it in eash as 
formerly, but because our situation 
had become of so perilous a mature, 
that we ought not, on any account, 
todelay, amoment longer thanis ab: 
solutely nécessayy, to take the most 
effectua] means of placing this coun- 
try on its former high and Jofty foot- 
ing of national credit. - Sir William, 
who, ona former occasion, had sta. 
ted, that our national and commer- 
cial credit might be re-established 
in.a month, now stated to the house 
the means by which those ends 
were to be accomplished. His 
project was, to pass an act for 
opening an immediate subscription 
for another bank, whose operations 
should commence on the day after 
the period fixed for the bank to pay 
its notes in cash ; but not to com- 
mence at all, in case the bank shou'd, 
on that day, re-commence its pay- 
ments in specie, and continue to 
pay cash freely. If our limits 

permitted 
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permitted we would give a fuller 
account than these few notes of 
a speech of considerable length on 
an occasion of great alarm, and 
fraught with great genius or inven- 
tion. as well as solid observation and 
penetration, into the nature and ef- 
fects, common, probable, or possi= 
ble, of banking. Though we have 
already exceeded our usual limits, 
in parliamentary affairs, on the pre- 
sent novel and important subject, 
we cannot help bringing what fol- 
lows under the notice of our readers. 
‘*T have said enough to shew, that 
government has been rendered de- 

pendent on the bank, and more par- 
ticularly so in the time of war; and 
though the bank has not yet’ fallen 
ipito the hands of ambitious men, 
yet it is evident that it might, in 


“such hands, assume a power sufficient 


to control and overawe, not only the 
executive government, but king, 
lords, and commons. 

«© As the bank has thus become 
dangerous to government, it might, 
on the other hand, by uniting with 
an ambitious minister, become the 
means of a fourth estate, sufficient 
to involve this nation in irretrievable 
slavery, and ought, therefore, to be 
dreaded as much as a certain East- 
India bill was justly dreaded at a 
period not very remote. I willnot 
say, that the present minister, by 
endeavouring, at this crisis, to take 
the bank of England under his. pro- 
tection, can have any view to make 
use hereafter of that engine to per- 

tuate his own power, andto enable 

im to domineer over our constitu- 
tion: if that could be supposed, it 
would only shew, that men can en- 
tertain a very different train of 
ideas, when endeavouring to overset 
arival, from what occurs to them 
when intending to support and fix 


v 
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themselves. My object is to secure 
the country against all risk, either 
from the bank, as opposed to go- 
vernment and the constitution, or as 
the engine of ambitious men, to 
maintain themselves in a dangerous 
power. I could wish to know, if 
any man thinks that his majesty 


.would be at free liberty to change a 


minister, who had once obtained a 
decided ascendency in the direction 
of the bank of England, retaining 
its monopoly ?”” 

Sir William, having blamed the 
chancellor of the exchequer for not 
preparing the-house and the public 
mind for the adoption of such a 
plan as he had to propose, 

Mr. Pitt said, that this was not 
the time for entering on the various 
topics touched upon with so much 
ability and ingeniousness by the 
honourable baronet, whose speech 
was intended only to prepzre the 
house for the practical developement 
of his plan: "hae! he thought it fit to 
say, now, that when the hohourable 
baronet er assumed, that his ma- 
jesty’s chancellor of the exchequer 
was wrong not to prepare the pub- 
lic mind for the yeception of opini- 
ons, which so far from entertaining 
before, he did not even now enter- 
tain, he had assumed more than 
the house would agreeto. If, like 
the honourable baronet, he had 
been for several years convinced of 
those points, he would have been 
blameable indeed not to have dis- 
closed them: but till he had formed 
those opinions, he could hardly be 
said to. be wrong in not expressing 
them. 

Sir William Pultney’s motion be- 
ing negatived, the bank-bill was 
passed, and in a few days thereafter 
carried through the house of lords 
without any alteration. 

Sir 
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Sir . William Pultney “was not 
deterred,, by the failure of his 
motion, gor shortening the. dura- 
tion of the bank-bill, from moving 
for “‘ leaye to bring in a bill for the 
establishment of anctherbank,should 
the bank of England not, open for 
payment in specie, on the 24th of 
June next.” If they should not be 
able to open for payment at that 
period, there cculd, be no ground 
for continuing their monopoly any 
longer: but if they should, so se- 
cond bank, would be established, 
and his proposal, at all events, would 
do no harth, He thought, however, 
that if another bank were instituted, 
it would aid the operations of the. 
old bank. . Scotland had two banks, 
and the affairs of the old one were 
much more prosperous since the esta- 
blishment of the new. Though all 
the-arguments were previously op- 
posed to it, that. could be urged 
against a new bank of England, on 
the present occasion, he contend- 
ed that the monopoly of the bank 
was injurious; that an open compe- 
tition would be of public service ; 
and that, in severalinstances, the di- 
rectors of the bank had. been.im- 
provident, ‘Though sir William’s 
talents weve admired, and many of 
his remarks approved, yet his mo» 
tion was opposed by. sir Francis 
Baring, Mr. Samuel Thornton, the 
solicitoregeneral, Mr, Pitt, and Mr, 
Manning. It was supported, though 


not in a very decided tone, by Mr. : 


Sheridan; \who wished that some 
bank director would give him some 
farther information respecting the 
old bank. Qa the subject of bank- 
ing in gencral, Mr. Sheridan said, 
that it would not be amiss, if mer- 
cantile people, and others, in their 
schemes for multiplying the sign of 


wealth, would retura, as much as. 
possible, to the primitive principles 
of commerce; an example of which 
had of late been given ona grand 
scale by a society equally yrespect- 
able for-character and capital. He, 
would be readily. understood, he 
said, to allfte to the Security 
Bank, lately established in, Corn~ 
hill, by Messrs. Huchins and Harte. 
sinck yan institution that had already 
been productive of great convene 
ency to those who had occasion. to 
borrow money. on pledges, and 
which promised fairl, to be of ade, 
vantage also to. those who lent it., 
This institution, which was likely to 
be followed by many others ou the 
same plan, in different parts of the 
kingdom, might, perhaps, form no 
inconsiderable era in the history of 
exchange and commerce. seo 

Mr, Manning said, that there was 
every reason to hope that the direce 
tors of the bank would soon be en- 
abled to re-open it for payments in 
Specie. Wast quantities of gold had 
flowed into the bank, as well from 
the country as from abroad, and the 
bankers felt no inconvenience from 
the want of it.—On a division of 
the house, there appeared for the 
motion 15, against it 50. 

Guided by the unity of the sub- 
ject, we haye followed sir William’s. 
plan to the period of its discussion, 
and rejection, though this has car- 
ried us somewhat beyond that of 
another business in the. house of 
commons, originating in the stops 
page of the bank, and which it 
will be sufficient to touch on in 
a very summary manner, as we have 
already given an account. ef the 
same business, as it was introduced, 
treated, and disposed of, in the 
house of peers.. On the seit 

° 
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of May, Mr. Grey, who had been 
a member of the committee ap- 
pointed by the house.of commons, 
to examine into the necessity and 
the causes of the order of council, 
of February 26; and who dissented, 
on certain points, from the  senti- 
ments of the majority of that! com- 
mittee, felt himself called upon to 
explain the grounds on which that 
difference of opiniou was founded. 
He felt it to be a task, which his 
public duty likewise imposed, to 


‘submit to the house, resolutions of 


a criminatory nature against the 
chancellor of the exchequer, found- 
éd on the proofs collected by the 
committee, and contained in their 
report, and which amouuted to a 


' charge of misconduct and guilt, 


which the house could not suffer 
to pass with impunity. Before he 
proceeded to open the nature of 
his propositions, he stated the dif- 
ference of opinion between him, 
and, he believed, the whole of the 
committee, The object of its inves- 
tigation comprehended two points : 
first, the necessity of the order of 


council ; and, secondly, the causes 


by which it had been produced. 
It was upon the: first point that the 
difference alluded. to existed. He 
had thought that .the order of the 


‘council was not proper, and was 


not necessary. This opinion was 
founded on the closest observation 
of the state of the bank, and a 
thorough conviction that the in- 
terference of power was not the 
remedy bywhich its embarrassments 
could be obviated.—So much in 
explanation of his differing from 
the rest of the committee. With 
regard to the second point, the 
causes by which it had been pro- 
duced; the committee had stated, 
that, whatever might be the effects 
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of other causes, whether progres- 
sive, or likely to cease, the dread of 
invasion had occasioned the drain, 
which had reduced the bank to the 
necessity of suspending their morey- 
payments, Whathe, however, im- 
puted, as a serious charge against 
the chancellor of the exchequer, 
was, that prior to this period, the 
affairs of the bank were so reduced, 
that a drain, whieh in other’ cit- 
cumstances would not have ‘pro- 
duced: that effect, had, in this in- 
stance; occasioned the immediate 
necessity of stopping payment. In- 
stead of taking measures to coun- 
teract the danger of this, instead 
of exerting himself to provide a 
remedy for the evil which he had 
rendered probable, the chancellor 
of the exchequer had aggvavated 
and accelerated the causes by which 
the event was ultimately produced, 
To support this heavy charge, he 
called the attention of the house . 
to the evidence on the table, on 
which he proceeded to make vati- 
ous comments.—Mr. Grey, in con- 
clusion of a long speech, observed, 
that we had experienced the bad 
effects’ of pursuing a system con- 
trary to good faith. | Under the 
conduct of ministers it had brought 
us to the brink of ruin. The 
profiigate system of administration 
would be’complete, if it should be 
crowned with the sanction of par- 
liament.. He then moved a series 
of resolutions, the same in substance 
with thosethat had been proposed, 
on the. day before, on the sdme sub- 
ject, in the upper house, by the 
duke of Bedford. 

Mr. Pitt observed, that however 
copiously the causes which had pro- 
duced thescarcity of cash, had been 
stated by Mr. Grey, they might be 
reduced to a few simple and plain 

points. 
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points. The motion, submitted to 


the house, appeared to him to rest’ 


on two grounds : first, the increased 
advances made by the bank on trea- 
suvy-bills ; secondly, the loans and 
remittances made to the emperor. 
He argued, at considerable length, 
that there. were many other circum- 
stances, and those very powerful in 
their operation, that hadcontributed 
to the extraordinary demand for 
cash, exclusively of these assigned 
by the honourable gentleman.—As 
tothe alleged breach of .promise to 
the bank, in sending remittances to 
the emperor, without meaning any 
personal application to himself,. he 
required the house to weigh, with 
peculiar caution, an evidence arising 
out-of a verbal correspondence, and 
in which one of the parties was ab- 
sent, and not even consulted, when 
it, was committed to writing, after 
an interval of two or three days. 
The advances to the emperor, which 
had taken place since the applica- 
tions of the directors to him, arose 
“evidently out of a new state of ex- 
isting circumstances, to which any 
‘discussion, ou that subject, which 
had previousiy taken place between 
them, could not be applieable.— 
Mr. Grey’s motion \was_ supported 
by Mr. Fox, and Mr. W. Smith : 
‘but the previous question moved 
by Mr. Thornton, was carried by 
206, against 65, 
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When a national bank stops pay- 
ment, under a despotic government, 
there is ground for alarm, and de- 
spair; because there is none who 
can say to the despot, What dost 
thou? No third party to whom 
to. appeal. Ifa national bank, or 
one under the influence and con- 
trol.of government, stop payment, 
in a°free country, an inquiry, if 
not offered, may be demanded : 
an appeal may be made, by the . 
creditors, to a third party; to that 
justice and good ‘faith, and that 
regard to the maintenanceof pubs - 
lic credit, which, in the presentages 
constitute the spirit and strength of 
free governments. Whatever may 
be thought of the causes that ren- 
dered the interference of the privy 
council, in the affairs of the bank, 
necessary, there are few whe will 
affirm, that this interference was not 
prudent and indispensible. They 
said no more than this :—** Check 
a precipitation, which may convert 
an imaginary ,intoa real, evil. Have 
patience fora limited and a little 
time, aud of the responsibility of the 
bank and yovernment you shall be 
fully satished.”’"—The ftultilment of 
this predict.on is a credit, at once, 
to the character of Englishmen, and 
oi the British constitution, 
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Causes of Discontents in the British Navy and Army.—Notices given of 
these Discontents.—Mutinous Comlination among all the Ships in tie 
Channel Fleet. Organization of this Naval Democracy.— Petitions from 

» the Mutincers to the Admiralty ard the House of Commons.—Generai 
Alarm.—The Board of Admiralty transferred to Portsmouth.—Con- 
ciliatory Terms of a Return to Subordination and Duty proposed to the 
‘Seamen.— Demands of the Seamen —Complied with.—In consequence of 
a Mistrust of Government, a fresh Mutiny.—Zealous, prudent, and suc- 

5 cessful, Exertions of the Earl Howe.—The Affairs of the Navy with the. 
Estimates of the additional Expences now become-necessary, brought into 
the House of Commons-—Ministry accused of Procrastination and scan= 
dalous Neglect of Duty.—Motion for a Vote of Censure —Negatived.— 
4 Mutiny, more alarming still than thatin the Chaunel Fleet, breaks out 
at the Nore.—A Board of Admiralty held at» Sheerness.—Audacious 
Behaviour of the Mutineers. ~The Lords of the Admiralty return from 
Sheerness to Town, without the least Success in their Endeavours for the 
Restoration of Order.—Tnansactionsin the Fleet at the Nore.—Condemned 
by the Divisions of the Fleet at Plymouth and Portsmouth.—As wel!.as 
by the Nation at large. —Intelligence of this produces, in the Ships Crews, 
at the Nore, Divisions, Terror, and Despair.—The principal onductor 
of the Mutiny seixed, condemned to Death, and executed.— Bul for pre= ~ 
venting the Seduction of Soldiers and Sailors. 


HE seamen and soldiers in the 
: British navy and army bad 
Jong complained of the smallness of 
their pay, and that, contrarily to the 
clearest justice, it continued the 
same as when. the ‘price of neces- 
saries, and of all articles, was in- 
comparably lower than at the pre- 
sent period. They were not alone 
in this complaint; it was justified 
by the concurrence of all men. 
Those who endeavoured to excul- 
pate government, alleged, the mal- 
tiplicity of business, in which those 
at the helm were incessantly in- 
volved, and that with the best in- 


tentions, it was notin their power 
to remedy the abuses that had crept 
into the various departments of the 
state: But this exculpation was 
trite and obsolete in the opinion of 
the equitable part of the public; 
and the patience with which so re- 
solute a class of men had'so long 
submitted toa treatment which they 
did not certainly deserve, was much 
more an object of surprise, than the 
determination they eame to finally, 
to insist upon, and.toenforee.a re+ 

divess of their grievances, 
Other causes have been assigned 
for the discontents that prevailed in 
the 
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the navy. Theprincipal of thesewas, 
a 1igorous discipline too severely 
maintained, and the harsh behaviour 
tothe men of several of their officers, 
especially of those for whom they,en- 
tertained little respect, and whom 
they represented as most forward, 
atall times, to exercise authority in 
the most odious manner. Another 
cause, not so frequently mentioned, 
but not the Jess real, was the striking 
disproportion observed in the distri- 
bution of prize-mouey: this they 
considered not only:as inequitable, 
but as a proof of the contempt in 
which they were held by their 
officers ; and yet, it was evident, 
that, to the bravery of the seamen, 
was principally due the success in 
most engagements. 

These latent causes of discontent, 
by the contagion of a general spirit 
of inquiry into rights, natural and 
conventional, were kindled, in the 
navy, into an open flaine. 

That part of the fleet which led 
the way, in expressing discontent, 
was the division commanded by Jord 
Bridport, and yet no symptoms of 
this nature had been perceived by 
the officers. Hence, it was sur- 
mised, thata spirit of dissatisfaction 
had been diffused into the shipscom- 
panies, by those who had lately en- 
tered among them : several of whom 
were known to be of qualifications 
superior to the situation to. which 
they were diviven by unprosperous 
circumstances, and, in some degree, 
allured by the greatness of the boun- 
ties given Of these, several were 
discovered afterwards to have been 
disqualified attorneys, and cashiered 
excisemen, clerks dismissed from 
employment, and other individuals 
in similar cases. It was also sug- 
gested, that, besides these, many 
persons had entered on-board the 
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ships, as common, seamen, come- 
pletely qualified to breed disturb- 
ances, by acting in that station, and 
selected, for that very purpose, by 
the enemies of government. 

Certain it is, that the plan of 
operations, concerted among the 
disaffected, evinced great judgment 
andsagacity. They were conducted 
with spirit and ability, and plainly 
shewed, that the authors were per- 
sons of no coutemptible capacities ; 
as no measures could have been 
taken more effectually conducive 
to the end proposed, 

The first motice given; we dis- 
satished. spirit in the navy, was to 
lord Howe. Inthe course'of Fe- 
bruary and March, he received se- 
veral letters, . inclosing petitions, 
from different. ships companies, in 
the channel fleet. They were ano- 
nymous, and asked for no more than 
an increase of pay, to enable them 
to provide better for their families. 
These petitions appeared obviously 
to proceed from one person ; the 
style and hand-writing being the 
same in each. The noveltv of the 
circumstance, however, induced 
Jord Howe to «make particular in- 
guiry, from the commanding officer 
at Portsmouth, whether any dissatis- 
faction prevailed in the fleet. He 
was answered in the ‘negative, and- 
the whole represented. as a scandal+ 
ous endeavour to give government 
to understand, that the navy disap- 
proved of their conduct in that de- 
partment. 

The admiralty, to salted aera 
Howe transmitted these petitions, 
seemed to-be of the same opinion, 
and they were laid by without far- 
ther notice ; when, suddenly, .the 
transactions that took place, at.Ports 
mouth shewed that they were only 
the prelude to proceedings of much 

i | more 


HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


imore serious impottance. On the 
return of the channe} fleet into port, 
a secret correspondence was imme- 
diately settled between all the ships 
that composed it, which ended in 
an unanimous agreement, that no 
ship should Jift an anchor till a re- 
dress of grievances was obtained. In 
this state the fleet remained till the 
fifteenth of April, when lord Brid- 
port ordered the signal to prepare 
for sea; but, instead of proceeding 
to weigh anchor, three cheers were 
given, from the Queen Charlotte, 
as the signal for mutiny, and every 
other ship followed the example. 
The officers of every ship ex-rted 
themselves with all the spirit and 
a-tivity adequate to so extraordinary 
an emergency, to bring back their 
people to obedience; but ail the 
motives they urged, and all the en- 
deavours they used were vain. 
The fleet being now in the complete 
possession of the seamen, every 
ship’s company appointed two de- 
legates, and lord Howe’s cabin was 
fixed upon as the place where to 
hold their consultations. On the 
seventeenth. an oath was admi- 
nistered to every man in the fleet, 
to support the cause in which they 
had engaged ; topes were then 
reaved to the yard-arm, in every 


‘ship, as a signal of the punishment 


that would be inflicted on those that 
betrayed it; and several . ofticers 
were seut on shore, who were parii- 


- cularly obnoxious to their respective 


crews. 

In the mean time, though the 
admiral was re-tricted from putting 
to sea, be retained the command of 
the fitet in every other respect ; the 
strictest discipline was maintained, 
and the séverest orders and regula- 
tions enacted, vy the delegates, tor 


' that purpose, enjoining the most re- 
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spectful attention to their officers, 
and threatening the faulty with ri- 
gorous chastisement. 

Cn the eighteenth, two petitions, 
one to the admiralty, and the other 
to the house of commons, were 
drawa up, and signed by the de- 
legates. They were both worded 
with the highest propriety of ex- 
pression and respect. The petition 
to parliament stated; that, the price 
of all aiticles, necessary for sub- 
sistence, being advanced at. least 
thirty per cent. since the reign of 
Charles II, when the seamen’s pay 
was settled as at present, they re- 
quested that a proportionate relief 
might be granted to them. It re- 
presented, at the same time, that, 
while their loyalty to theit king and 
country, was equal to that of the 
army, nevertheless, the pensions of 
Chelsea had been augmented to 
thirteen pounds a year, but those of 
Greenwich still remained at seven. 
Tlie petition to the admiralty con- 
tained a recital of the services done 
by the petitioners, and a warm de- 
claration of their readiness to be 
true to their claracter as English- 
men and defenders of their country. 
It stated the low rate of their pay, 
and the insufficiency of their allow- 
ance of provisions, demanding an 
increase of both, together with the 
liberty of going ashore while in 
harbour, and the continuance of 
pay to wounded seamen till cured 
and discharged. 

Such, in the mean while, was the 
alarm of the public, and particularly 
of goverument, tbat it was judged 
necessary to transicr the board of 
admiralty to Portsmouth, in order 
to b> near at had, to inspect the 
transactions on board the fleet, and 
tO consnit on the readiest and most 
likely means of queliing so danger- 
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Ous a spirit of discontent, the con- 
sequences of which, if it were not 
timely suppressed, might prove ruin- 
ous to the tfation in its most essen- 
tial interests, by throwing open tbe 
channel, and all the neighbouring 
seas, to the uncontrouled « dominion 
of the Trench fleets and craizers. 
These would not fail, upon the first 
intelligence of the variance between 
the British ficets and the govern- 
ment, to avail themselves, with all 
speed, of so favourable an opportus 
nity of distressing the trade and the 
navigation of this country. 

‘Lhe first lord of the admiralty, 
eat] Spencer, accompanied by lord 
Arden, andadmiral YOURE, repaired, 
accordingly, to Portsmouth, where 
they directly proceeded to,take into 
consideration the petition that had 
been transmitted to the. board. 
They authorized lord Bridport to 
inform the ships companies, that 
they would recommend it to the 
king, to propose to parliament an 
auguientation of pay, to the seamen 
in the navy, at the rate of. four 
shillings a month to petty officers 
and able seamen ; three shillings to 
ordinary seamen ; and two shillings 
to Jandmen. Seamen wounded in 
action were also to continue in the 
receipt of their pay, till cured or 
declared unable to serve, when they 
should be allowed a pension, or ad- 
mitted*into Greenwich-nospital. 

To this notification the 
replied, by requesting that the long+ 
established distinctions in the navy, 
of able and ordinary seamen, should 
be retained: the pay of the former 
to be raised to one shilling a day, 
and that of petty officers and ordi- 
nary-seamen in the usual propor- 
tion: they also requested that the 
pay of the marines, while on board, 
should ‘be the same as of ordinary 


seamen , 
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seamen, and that the pensions of 
Greenwich-hospital should be ine 
creased to ten pounds. 

On the twentieth of April, the 
lords of the admiralty notified to 
Jord Bridport their compliance with 
the demands of the seamen, direct- 
ing him to make it known through 
the fleet, and to require, in conse- 
quence, an immediate return of the 
people to their duty, on pain of for- 
feiting their right to smart-money, 
to pensions from the chest of Chat- . 
ham, and to an admission into 
Greenwich-hospital, and of being 
made -responsible for the conse- 
quences that might ensue from the 
continuance of their disobedience. 
They were informed, at the same 
time, that an unqualified pardon, 
for all that bad passed, would be 
granted to every ship’s company 
that should, within one hour of 
these resolutions being communi- 
cated to them, submit to their of- 
ficers, and cease to hold farther in- 
tercourse with those who remained 
in a state of mutiny. 

On the twenty-first, admirals 
Gardner, Cc!poys, and Poole, went 
on-board the Royal Charlotte, in 
order to confer with the delegates, 
who explicitly informed them, that 
it was the determination of the 
crews, to agree to nothing that 
should not be sanctioned by par- 
liament, and guaranteed by the 
king’s proclamation. Admiral Gard- 


_ ner was so irritated by this declara- 


tion, that he seized one of the 
delegates by the collar, and swore 
he would have them all hanged, 
with every fifth man throughout 
the fleet. This behaviour of the 
admiral so exasperated the ship’s 
company of, the Queen Chariotte, 
that it was with difficulty he escaped 
with his life. 


The 
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The delegates from the Noyal 
George returned immediately to 
their-ship, and informed their crew 
of what had happened; after some 
consultation, they resolved to sum- 
mon aii the delegates on board their 


\sbhép. This was forthwith done by 


hoisting the red, usually called the 
bloody flag : a cireumsfance that 
struck terror through the Heet, as 
the signal was not generally under- 
stood: the officers, -in particular, 
were apprehensive that some fatal 
designs were in agitation. ‘The 
ships now proceeded .to load their 
guns, to order the watch to be 


kept as at sea, and to put every 


thing in a state of defence. 
On the following day, the ships 


- erewsdirectedtwoletterstobewritten, 


one to the lords of the admiralty, 
to acquaint them with the motives 
for their conduct on the preceding 
day, and another to lord Bridport, 
in which they styled him their 
father and their friend, and assu- 
red him of their frespect and at- 
tachment. This induced him to re- 
turn to his ship the next day, twenty. 
third, and to rehoist his flag, which 
he had struck during the confusions 
on the twenty-first. After a short 
and pathetic address to the crew, 
he informed them, that he had 
brought with him a redress of all 
their grievances, and the king's par- 
don for what had passed. After 
some deliberation, these offers were 
accepted, and every man returned 
to his duty. 

From the twenty-third of April 
fo the seventh of May, the fleet re- 
mained in due subordination ; but, 
on that day, a tresh mutiny broke 
out. The seamen, from whatever 


’ cause it arose, had conceived a mis- 


trust. of government, and, appre- 
hending a violation of the promises 
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madeto them; renewed theirformer 
menaces. Assoon as this alarming 
intelligence arrived, government 
dispatched, with all speed, a person 
of the highest weight and authority, 
to quell this unexpected turoult. 
This was lord Howe, an officer 
long held-in the first degree of re- 
spect and esteem in the Britishnavy, 
and personally beloved, by all that 
had served under him’ for his hu- 
miane disposition, as, well as his 
many great qualities. His presence 
and exhortations wrought the de- 
sired effect, and happily dissipated 
the suspicions that were beginning 
to prevail. The circumstance, which 
principally operated was, that num- 
bers of those to whom he addressed 
himself had been the companions 
and instruments of the services he 
had rendered to his country, The 
many years during which he had 
filled important stations, and made 
a conspicuous figure in the navy ; 
the many gallant actions he had 
performed, andespecially the great 
victory on the first of June, 1794, 
were, circumstances that carried a 
powerful impression on the minds 
of his fellow seamen, and induced 
them te listen with confidence to his 
representations, Good order was 
happily restored, and they unani- 
mously agreed, in consequence of 
the trast they reposed'in his word 
andassurancethatgovernmentwould 
faithfully keep its promises, to re. 
turn inymediately to their usual sub- 
ordination. ‘Their fellow-seamen 
at Plymouth were induced, by this 
example, to submit in the like man- 
ner. 

From the first breaking ont of this 
mutiny, the public mind had beer 
taken up with the means that would 
probably terminate it with most 
speed and success, and the gene- 
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‘ rality concurred in the propriety of 
a ministerial application to parha- 
ment, fora sum of money sufficient 
. todefray the charge of augmenting 
the pay of the seamen belonging to 
the navy, which was universally 
considered as a measure of strict 
equity. - 
Conformably to the expectation 
of the public, thehouse of commons, 
onthe eighth of May, tookinto con- 
sideration the estimates, Jaid before 
it by ministry, for the purpose of 
that augmentation. Previously to 
the stating of them, Mr. Pitt ex- 
pressed much repugnance to detail, 
as usual, the motives on which he 
founded the necessity of applying 
to the house for an addition to the 
pubic expenditure. He declared. 
that, onthepresent occasion, he did 
not find himself at liberty to enter 
intoa detail of the transactions that 
ledhim toappiy. They were such 
that be felt bimself obliged to say, 
that he would trust their judgment 
would inducethem to concur in his 
“motion, without making it the sub- 
ject of a Jong discussion : nor was 
he able to.enter into a statement of 
the events that had more recently 
happened; and if he were, he 
should feel a reluctance in doing it, 
as they were wholly, or ina great 
degree, to be arcribed to misrepre- 
seviations. ‘Lo silence these, and 
to appease at once al! discontent, 
- nothiag, in his opinion, would beso 
effectual as the unanimons decision 
of parlianient on the proposal be- 
forethem. He therefore thoughiit 
- his duty to entreat the house to pass 
theirsilent judgment on the present 
case, while ihey coinéided with the 
motion it occasioned bim to meke, 
He then moved tor a total of four 
hundred and thirty-six thousand 
* pounds, to auswer the additional 
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pay and allowance to the seamen 
and marines in the navy. 

The resolutions, to this intent, 
being read, Mr. Fox said, that he 
should certainly agree to them, but 
that his duty required of him not 
togive a silent vote. He differed 
from the minister in his notions of 


* contidence. Every question relating 


to the public expenditure ought, in 
his opipion, t6 be fully discussed. 
The silence of ministers had pro- 
duced the fresh disturbanees in the 
fleet at Portsmouth, by exciting a 
suspicion of their sincerity. “What 
motive, heasked, could have in- 
duced them to suffer a whole fort- 
night to elapse before their applica- 
tion for the interference of parlia- 
ment, from which alone they could 
derive effectual assistance, in this 
critical conjuncture. Such a neg- 
Ject, on the part of ministers. ar- 
gued a degree of guilt as well. as 
of incapacity, that would involve 
the house itself, were the resolu- 
tions to pass without a due censure 
ov ministry. The house wes in 
duty bound to inquire how far the 
admiralty had acceded to the peti- 
tions of the seamen, and whether 
they were satisfied; and the reme- 
dy proposed would effectually allay 
their discontents. The house had 
aright to complete information, and 
their privileges ought not, by an ob- 
seguiaus and unseasonable silence, 
to be given up to men who had 
proved themselves unworthy of 
their confidence. 

Mr. Speridanacknowledged him- 
self convinced, by the circumstances" 
of the case, of the necessity to vote 
with the minister, without insisting 
upon information ; but contended, 
however, that the recent disturb-~ 
ances arose from the procrastination 
of suivistry. 


On 
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On the following day, May 9, 
the subject was renewed by Mr. 
Whitbread, who declared, that it 
appeared to him of such conse- 
quence, that he considered it his 
duty formally to inquire, why mi- 
nistry had not, at an earlier period, 
applied to the house, and thereby 
prevented the dangers that had _re- 
sulted from this neglect. 

The answer of Mr: Pitt was, that 
every proper step had been taken 
to obviate the unhappy event that 
had taken place. The seamen’s 
demands had been submitted to the 
king in council, with all requisite 
expedition ; estimates of the sums 
that would be wanted had been 
duly made out, for the inspection 
and approbation of parliament ; and 
every thing put into an official train. 
{twas only, therefore, the customary 
observance of forms that had im- 
peded the speed which would other- 
wise have been employed, could 
the effects of such a delay have been 
foreseen. 
reasons, a bill should be passed, in 


-order to accelerate their termina- 


tion. 

-Mr, Fox recapitulated the par- 
ticulars of this unfortunate business, 
in justification of the censure which 
he trusted the house would pass on 
the conduct of administration. He 
described, in strong colours, the 
perilous situation of some persons, 
of the highest rank and merit, in 
their professional character, in con- 
sequence of the present commotions 
in the fleet, affirming it to be the 
duty of the house to express its 
condemnation of those who had, 
by the rashness of their conduct, 
brought them into such imminent 
danger. 

The strictures of Mr. Fox were 
peconded by a vote of censure, 


The sooner, for these 


moved by Mr. Whitbread, and, by 
an animated speech in support of? 
this motion, by Mr. Sheridan. He 
s:verely blamed the conduct of mi-’ 
nisters, In postponing the coasi- 
deration of the seamen’s demands, 
urged with so many circumstances 
that rendered them highly critical 
and serious, to such objects as the 
Imperial Joan and the marviage-’ 
portion of thesprincess royal, which 
were of such inferior importance 
to the nation, and ouglit, therefore, 
without hesitation, to have been 
laid aside till a business of such mag- 
nitude had been settled. He in- 
sinuated, that the dissatisfaction ia 
the navy had been caused by en- 
croachments on the rights of the 
seamen, or by attempts to abridge 
them of their comforts. He pro- 
posed that a joint committee of both 
houses should be appointed, on this 
occasion, with power to send for 
persons and papers, and-to adjourn 
from time to time, and from place 
to place. 

This proposal Mr. Pitt combated, 
not only as an innovation in the dis- 
cipline of the navy, but as uncon- 
stitutional. It superseded, at once, 
the functions of the executive and’ 
legisiative powers. —- Mr. Whit- 
bread’s motion was negatived, by 
237 against 63. After some farther 
altercation, the resolutions he had 
moved, relating to the increase of 
seamen’s pay and allowance, were 
read, and a bill was ordered to 
be brought in for passing them 
ito an act, together with a clause 
for the continuance of pay to 
wounded seamen till they were 
cured. The bill, as soon ‘as it 
was framed, went through all the 
necessary formalities, and immedi- 
ately received the royal assent, by 
commission, 
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Subsequent endeavours were made 
to prove the ministry guilty of gross 
neglect, in suffering a business of this 
nature to proceed with a dilatoriness 
that might; and ought therefore to 
have been avoided; but they ex- 
culpated. themselves, by bringing 
forward evidence that their in= 
tentions were clearly to have acted 
with more speed, if unavoidable 
impediments. had not prevented 
them, ie 

The suppression of the distuibances 

among the seamen at Portsmouth, 
without recurring to violent mea- 
sures, and by granting their pe- 
- titions, occasioned universal satis- 
faction, and it was hoped that the 
causes of their discontent being thus 
effectually removed; no farther com- 
plaints would arise to spread alarm 
throughout the nation. _ But these 
teasonable expectations were in a 
short time whelly disappointed by a 
fresh mutiny that broke out in the 
fleet at the Nore, on the twenty- 
second of May. 

The crews on that day took pos- 
session of their respective ships, 
elected delegates to preside over 
them, anc to draw up a statement of 
their demands; ana transmit them to 
the lords of the admiralty, These de- 
mands went much farther than those 
ofthe seamenat Portsmouthand Ply- 
mouth, and from their exorbitancy 
did not appear entitled to the same 
indulgence. On the sixth of June, in 
the morning, the ficet at the Nore was 
joined by the Agamemnon; Leopard, 
Ardent, and Isis men of war, toge- 
ther with the Ranger sloop, which 
ships had deserted from the fleet 
under admiral Duncan, When the 
admiral found himself deserted by 
‘part of his fleet, he called his own 
ship’s crew together, and addressed 
them in-the fellowing speech : 


«© My lads, ox 

*© 1 once more call you together 
with a sorrowful heart, from what I 
have lately seen, the disaffection of 
the fleets ; I call it disaffection, for 
the crews hare no grievances. To 
be deserted by my fleet, in the face 
of an enemy; is a disgrace which, I 
believe, never before happened to 4 
British admiral; nor could I have 
supposed it possible. My greatest 
comfort under God is, that 1 have 
been supported by the officers, sea~ 
men, and marines of this ship ; for 
which, with a_ heart cackilisuiions 
with gratitude, E request you to ac 
cept my sincere thanks, I flatter 
myself much good may result’ from 
your example, by bringing those 
deluded people to a sense of their 
duty, which they owe, net only to 
their king and countsy, but to 
themselves. 

“© The British navy has ever been 
the support of that liberty which has 
been handed down to us by our 
ancestors, and which I trust we shall 
maintain to the latest posterity ; and 
that can only be done by unanimity 
and obedience. This ship's com- 
pany, and others, who have’ dis- 
tinguished themselves by their loy- 
alty and good order, deserve to bes 
and doubtless will be the favourites 
of a grateful country, They will 
also have, from their inward feelings, 
a comfort which will be lasting, and 
not like the floating and false confi- 
dence of those who have swerved 
from their duty. . 

“* It has often been my pride, 
with you to look into the Texel; 
and see a foe which dreaded coming 
out fo meet us: my pride is now 
humbled indeed! my feelings are 
not easily to be expressed! our cup 
has overflowed and made us wanton, 
The all-wise Providence has given 

ns 
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us this check as a warning, and I 
hope we shall improve by it. On 
him then let us trust, where our 
only security can be found. I find 
there are many good men among 
us ; for my own part, I have had 
full confidence of all in this ship ; 
and once more beg to express my 
approbation of your conduct. 4 
~“ May God, Who has thus far 
conducted you, continue to do so; 
and may the British navy, the glory 
and support of our country, be re- 
stored to its wonted splendour, and 
be not only the bulwark ‘of Britain, 
but the terror of the world, 

“« But this can’ only be effected 
by a strict adherence to our duty 
and obedience ; and let us pray that 
the almighty God may keep us in 
the right way of thinking, 

** God bleéss you all.” 

At an address so unassuming, 
modest, und pious, and so well 
calculated, from its simplicity and 
truth, to touch the human heart, 
the whole ship's crew were dissol- 
ved in tears. They declared, by 
évery expression they could devise, 
their resolution to abide by the ad- 
Mmiral in life or death. ‘Their ex- 
ample was followed by all the 
other ships, besides those already 
mentioned. And the admiral, not- 
withstanding the defection of so 
considerable a part of his squadron, 
repaired to his station, off the coast 
of Holland, to watch the motions 
of the Dutch fleet; and resolved, 
still, not to decline, should it offer 
him battle. 

The principal person at the head 
of this mutiny was one Richard 
Parker, a man of good natural parts, 
and some education, and of a re- 
markably bold and resolute cha- 
racter. Admiral Buckner, the com- 
manding officer at the Nore, was 
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directed by the lords of the admi- 
ralty, to inform the seamen, that 
their demands were totally incon- 
sistent with the good order and re- 
gulations necessary to be observed 
in the navy, and could not for. that 
reason be complied with: but that 
on returning to their duty, they 
would receive the king’s pardon for 
their breach of obedience. To this 
offer Parker replied by a declara- 
tion, tbat the S&amen had unani- 
mously determined to keep posses= 
sion of the fleet, until the lords of 
the admiralty had repaired to the 
Nore, and redressed the grievances 
which had been laid before them. — 

In order to put an end, with all 
possible expedition, to a mutiny that 
appeared so dangerous, lord Spen- 
cer, lord Arden, and admiral Young, 
hastened immediately to Sheerness, 
and held a board, at which Parker 
and the other delegates attended : 
but their behaviour was so audaci- 
ous, that the lords of the admiralty 
returned to town without the least 
success. The principal article of 
complaint, on the part of the muti- 
neers, was the unequal distribution 
of prize-money, for the omission of 
which they much blamed their fel- 
low seamen at Portsmouth. On 
the return of the lords of the admi- 
ralty, from Sheerness, a proclama- 
tion was issued, offering his majes- 
ty’s pardon to all such of the mu- 
tineers as should immediately re- 
turn to their duty; intimating, at 
the same time, that admiral Buck. 
ner was the proper person to be ap- 
pliedto on such anoccasion. All 


the buoys, by order of government, _ 


were removed from the mouth of 
the Thames, and the neighbouring 
coast ; from which precaution, any 
ships, that should attempt to get 
away, would be in danger of run— 

[P 4] ning 


216] ANNUAL RE 
ning a gee. Great preparations, 
also, were made, at sheerness, a- 
gainst an attack from the mutinous 
ships, which had manifested some 
Strong indications of an intention 
to bombard that place: and fur- 
naces and hot balis were kept 
ready. 

Emboldened. by the strength of 
men and shipping in their hands, 
and resolved to persevere in their 
demands till they bad extorted a 
complfance, the mutineers proceed- 
ed to secure a sufficiency of provi- 
sions for that purpose, by seizing 
two vessels laden with stores, and 
sent notice ashore that they intended 
to block up the Thames; and cut 
off all communication between Lon- 
don and tlie sea, in order, to. force 
government to a speedy accession to 
their terms. They began the exe« 
cution of ibis menace by mooring 
four, of their vessels across . the 
mouth of the river, and stopping 
several ships that were coming from 
thé metropclis, 

They now altered the system of 
their delegation, and to prevent too 
much power from being lodged in 
the hands of any man, the office of 
president was entrustod to no one 
longer than a day, This they did-to 
secure themselves from the attempts 
to betray them, which might result 
from the offers held Out to those in 
whom they were obliged to place 
confidence and authority, were those 
to possess sucha trust for any time. 
They also compelled those ships, the 
crews of which they suspected of 
wavering in the cause, to take their 
station in the midst of the others, 
But, notwithstanding these precau- 
tious, two vessels eluded their vigi- 
Jance, and made their escape. 

These transactions, while theyex- 
cited the greatest alarm in the na- 
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tion, were ee Be ho by 
the seamen belonging to the two di- 
visions of the fteet lying at Ports- 
mouth and at Plymouth, Each of 
them addressed an admonition to 
their fellow-seamen at the Nore, 
warmly condemning their proceed- 
ings, as a scandal to the mame of 
British seamen, and exhorting them 
to be content with the indulgence 
already granted by government, and 
to return to their duty without in- 
sisting on more concessions than 
had been demanded by the rest of 
the navy. 

But these warnings proved in- 
effectual, The reinforcement of 
the four ships lately arrived, and 
the expectation of being joined by 
others, induced them’ to persist in 
their demands. The committee of 
delegates, on board the Sandwich, 
came to a determination to commis« 
sion lord Northesk, whom they had 
kept in confinement in the Mon- 
tague, of which he was the com- 
mander, to repair to the king in 
the name of the fleet, and to ac- 
quaint bim with the couditions on 
which they were willing to deli- 
yer up the ships. The petition 
which he was charged to lay before 
the king, was highly respectful and 
loyal to him, but very severe on 
his _ministers,.and they required an 
entire compliance with every one 
of their demands, threatening, on 
the refusal of any, to put immedi- 
diately to sea. iLord Northesk rea- 
dily undertook to be the bearer 
of their petition, but told them, 
that, from the unreasonableness of 
their demands, he could not flatter 
them with the hove of success. 
Confiding i in him, thy said, as’ the 
seamen’s friend, ‘theyhad entrusted 
him with this mission, on pledging 
his honour to return, with a clear 

and 
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and positive answer, within fifty- 
four hours. 

Lord Northesk departed accord- 
ingly for London, and was intro- 
duced, by lord Spencer, to the king, 
But no answer being returned to 
the message, and information being 
brought to the fleet, that the na- 
tion at large highly disapproved 
of their proceediags, great divisions 
took place among the delegates, 
and several of the ships deserted 
the others, not, however, without 
much contest and bloodshed, ‘The 
mutineers, despairing, now, of ace 
complishing their designs, struck the 
red flag, which they had hoisted 
as the signals of mutiny, and re- 
stored a free passage to the, trade 
of the metropolis. Every ship was 
now left at its own. command, and 
they all gradua!ly rewurned to obe- 
dience, though, on board of some, 
violent struggles happened between 
the mutineers and the loyal parties, 

The principal conductor of the 
mutiny, Richard Parker, was seized 
and imprisoned, and, after a solemn 
trial, that lasted three days, on board 
of the Neptune, he was sentenced 
to death. He suflered with great 
coolness and intrepidity, acknow- 
ledging the justice of his sentence, 
and expressing his hope, that merey 
might be extended to his associates. 
But it wes judged necessary to make 

_ public examples of the principal and 
most guilty, who were accordingly 
tried, and, after full proof of their 
criminality, condemned and exe- 
cuted. Others were ordered to be 
whipped ; but a cynsiderable num- 
ber, remained under sentence of 
death till after the great victory ob- 
tained, over the Dutch fleet, by ad- 
miral Duncan: when his majesty 

_ gent a general pardon to those un- 
_ happy men; who were, at that pe- 
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riod, confined on’ board a_prisone 
ship in the iver ‘Thames, 

Inthe mean time, this dangerous 
mutiny had been a serious object of 
attention in parliament. On the 
first-of June, a message was delivere 
ed from the king to both houses, to 
give them formal notice of the 
event, and to request they would 
adopt the necessary measures for 
the public security, and particularly, 
to make more effectual provision 
for the prevention and punishment 
of attempts to excite mutiny and 
sedition in the, navy, of to, se 
duce individuals in the sea or land 
service from their duty and alle~ 
giance, 

A bill was accordingly proposed 
by Mr. Pitt, the purport of which 
was, that persons who should en- 
deavour to seduce either soldiers or 
sailors from their duty, or instigate 
them to mutinous practices, or com- 
mit any act of mutiny, or form any 
mutinous assemblies, should, on con- 
viction, be deemed guilty of felony, 
and suffer death; the duration of 
the act was limited to one month 
after the commencement of the next 
session. ‘lhe propriety of such a 
law, in the present conjuncture, ape 
peared so evident, that it passed by 
an unanjmous vote on the third of 
June. > > 

Another motion was then made, 
by, Mr. Pitt, to prevent all commns 
nication with the ships that should 
be in a state of mutiny, and to 
enact, that if, after the king’s pro- 
clamation, any offe should volun- 
tarily continue in such ships, they 
should be declared mutinous and 
rebellious, their pay should cease, 
and they should forfeit that which 
was due to them. 

The severity of that part of the 
bill, which restrained ail intercourse 

with 
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trith the mutinous seamen, was 
dnimadverted on by sir John Sin- 


clair, who recornmended the union ' 


of conciliation with terror, and sug- 
gested the appoiatinent of commis- 
sioners, to grant pardons under par- 
ticular circumstances. 

The penal’ clause proposed for 
wilful and advised communication 
was death, This was opposed by 
Mr. Nichol, on the ground, that 
the intercourse with a person guilty 
ef high treason, was not, by law, 
even a misdemeanour, provided it 
were not accompanied by ‘open 
acts of aiding and abetting ; the 
guilt incurted by such communi- 
€ation ought not, therefore, to ex- 
tend, at most, beyond a misdemea- 
nour,;.and the penalty not farther 
than cases-of this kind, and never 
beyond ‘transportation at the very 
farthest. 

To this’ modification of the se- 
‘crity proposed by the minister, 
Mr, Adair replied, that the punish- 
ment was only to attach to those 
who should hold” communication, 
and intercourse, with persons de- 
clared in a state of mutiny, after the 
prohibition to communicate with 
them had been published; but Mr. 
Nichol observed, that the commu- 
nications; liable to the penalty in- 
tendéd, ought to be more’ explis 
citly specified. To this observa- 
tion the minister made answer, that 
¢ommunications by letters, or other- 
wise; which previously to a prohi- 
bition might have been innocent, 
came, nevertheless, under the im- 
Futation of guilt, after they had 
been prohibited. His opinion was, 
that men guilty of such atrocious 
acts of rebellion asthe mutineers, 
ought to be completely separated 
from that country of which they 
had abandoned the cause. If they 


valued the intercourse and commu 
nication with a parent, a wife, and 
other relatives and friends, they 
ought, before they were permitted 
to enjoy the sweets of those en- 
dearing connections, to reconcile 
themselves to their offended coun 
try, by returning to the allegiance 
they owe it. If we could, Mr. Pitt 
added, obtain new avenues to the 
hearts of those brave but delnded 
mea 3 if we could rouize their gene 
rous feelings, and, by awakening 
the tender affections of nature, re- 
call them to a sense of their duty, 
when they reflected on the happi- 
ness they were deprived of by de- 
parting from it, we shoald have 
made an effectual progress in bring 
ing ‘them to repentance and ae 
mission, ‘These arguments prevail- 
ed, and the provisions in the bill 
were admitted as thé minister had 
otiginally proposed, with the addi. 
tion of the penalties annexed to 
piracy, which were moved by the 
solicitor-general, Several other 
clauses were added, for the purposes. 
of punishment, or of pardon, as cir- 
cumstances might require; ‘and the 
duration of this act was, like the 
preceding one, against the seduction 
of people in the army or navy from 
their duty, limited to one month 
after the commencement of the next 
parliamentary session. | © 
Two members opposed the pass- 
ing of this bill, sir Francis Burdet 
and Mr. Sturt. ‘The former object-_ 
ed to it, as tending to irritate the 
seamen, and drive them to acts of 
desperation and revenge, that might 
be attended with the most fatal con- 
sequences, aad preclude all recon- 
ciliation: the latter*insisted, that 
conciliatory measures would alone 
be effectual, in producing that cor- 
dial and speedy submision which the 
present 
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present circumstances demanded. 
He considered, also, the exisling 
laws as fully sufficient for the case 
in agitation, without encumbering 
the penal code with odious addi- 
tions. It,was already; he observed, 
‘amply severe. Of thirty-six articles 
of war, near the half, seventeen, 
contained penaitiesand punishments 
of various kinds. 

Whatever propriety there might 
be in the observations of these two 
gentlemen, the alarm and resent 
ment of the majority, at the manner 
in which the seamen of the fleet 
at the Nore had enforced: their de- 
mands, led them io adept the co- 
ercive measures recommended by 
ministers. Fortunately for these, 
the divisions they had found means 
to create among the mutineers 
operated more powerfully towards 
their reduction than any other cause. 
Hlad they remained firmly united, 
‘government must have finally com- 
plied with most of their requsitions, 
especially with that which related 
toamore equal distribution of prize- 
money. This demand appeared, 
to the generality of men, founded 
upon the strictest equity. Had they, 
confined their petition to this par- 
ticular, it was thought at the time, 


that they would have been seconded - 


by the seamen of the whole navy. 


By demanding too much, they des 


prived themselves of that unanimous 
concurrence which they had ex- 
pected. They not only incurred 
the disapprobation of their fellow- 
seamen, but forfeited the counte- 
nance of their other fellow-subjects, 
who, though convinced that they 
were entitled to better treatmentin 
the article of prizes than they had 
hitherto experienced, were not in- 
clined to abet them in this particu- 
lar, while they accompanied it with 
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requisitions, the propriety and sea- 
sonableness of which were ques- 
tioned by their warmest advo- 
cates. 

The suppressionof the mutiny at 
the Nore was truly a critical oc- 
currence, ‘The number of ships of 
the line, and of resolute and expe 
rienced seamen that manned them, 
aad in whose possession they were, 
presented the most formidable ob- 
ject of alarm. The combination of 
the ships companies at Portsmouth 
and Plymouth offered nothing dan- 
gerous in comparison of that which 
took place at the Nore: the de- 
mands of the former were. strictly; 
justifiable, and no inconvenience 
could arise from complying with 
them ;- but those of the latter aimed 
at innovations equally dangerous 
and mortifying to persons in autho- 
rity, and would haye occasioned 
essential alterations inthe discipline 
and nanagement of tbe navy. 

A variety of opinions went forth 
of the real causes of both these mu~ 
tinies; but, the first may be, with 
out hesitation, ascribed to the po- 
pular maxims, prevailing every 
where, of the right, inherent in all 
men, to require an equitable treat 
ment, and, if denied them, to ob- 
tain it by force, if other means ap- 
peared insufficient. The inequi- 
table ‘treatment of the common 
sailors in the navy was undeniable: 
it was a subject of ordinary dis- 
course, and the wishes of the im- 
partial public were daily expressed 
for a redress of their grievances. 
Nor did the seamen in the petitions 
they presented, and by their conduct 
and demeanour towards their of- 
ficers, in the course of the whole 
transactions, commit any act of in- 
solenceand disrespect, The utmost 
freedom they took was, to divest of 

their 
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theirauthority those whomthey con- 
sidered as inimical to the Snter- 
ests and claims of the common men ; 
or such as had exceeded the bounds 
of due moderation: in the exercise 
of their command, and rendered 
themselves obnoxious by the unne- 
eessary’ severity and the harsh- 
ness of their behaviour. The rea- 
diness with which the whole mul- 
titude of the malcontents retuined 
to their wonted ‘submission, the mo- 
ment they became satisfied that 
their petitions would be granted, 
evinced the sincerity of their pro- 
fessions of loyalty, and that they 
harboured'no other views than of 
securing better usage than they 
had met with’heretofore. 

But the insurrection at the Nore 
was attended with far more menac- 
ing circumstances. The demands 

_ of the mutineers seemed in some in- 
stances to be framed with an ex- 
pectation to be refused, and the be- 
haviour of their agents appeared 
ealculated ta excite the resent= 
ment of their superiors, and to set 
them at defiance. They proceeded 
to acts of violence totally unnecese 
sary, and unjustifiable, and which 
amounted in fact to the. commis- 
sion of hostilities against their fel- 
low-subjects. 

Taking these various particu- 
lars into consideration, some per- 
sons strongly suspected that there 

‘were, among the mutineers, in- 
dividuals who acted. the part of 
emissaries from the enemy, and 
strove to push them on to extveml- 
ties. Certain itis, that, when the 
intelligence of the mutiny at Ports- 
mouth arrived at Paris, it excited 
great satisfaction in the republican 
patty.- Sanguine hopes were im- 
inediately conceived, that it might 
prove the prelude of more serious 
inswrections; at all events, the de- 


sertion of the British navy was an 
incident that prognosticated, in 
the imagination of the French, all 
kinds of disasters to this country. 
Deprived of this indispensible sup- 
port, at a period when it was more 
than ever needed, Great Britain 
would lose, at once, its influence 1” 
the affairs of Europe, and sink into 
a state of absolute insignificance, ' 
That awe in which it had kept sure 
rounding ‘nations, would vanish; 
none ‘of them yould any longer 
¢ither dread its power or court its 
allegiance : its very political exist= 
ence, as an independent country, 
would become precarious, and no- 
thing, in short, of its former: 
strenoth and importance would res 
main. eerie 
Such were the subjects of exul-: 
tation, throughout France, on this 
critical occasion. They did: not 
subside on the pacification effected 
by the prudent concessions of go-" 
vernment, ‘It was still hoped, in 
France, that causes of a similar na- 
ture to those that had produced the 
‘first mutiny, might give birth to a 
second, As, wntortunately for this © 
country, they were not disappoint- 
ed in their expectations, which had 
been loud, ‘and expressed with 
much confidence, numbers were led 
to believe that they had not been in- 
a tive im creating them. 

The advantages that must obvi- 
ously have resulted to the French 
republic, by fomenting discords of 
so fatal a tendency to this country, 
were undeniable. This induced 
people to think, that conformablyte - 
the syetem which they had pursued, 
‘so successfully in other countries, 
they would have exerted their 
noted talents for intrigue m encou= 
raging and extending the vari- 
ances that had arisen here. But 
heweyer inviting the opportunity 


that, 
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that seemed to offer, it has not been 
discovered on the acutest examina- 
tion, that they had aay direct hand 
in the last mutiny anv more than in 
the first: though, doubtless, they 
heartily rejoiced in both, and would, 
had they been able, have acted in 
the manner imputed to them by 
those who indulged their. suspi- 
cions. 

For the combinations at Ports- 
mouth and Plymouth there certainly 
was not only a plausible pretext, but, 
in truth, too muchreason: but forthat 
at Sheerness, which may be called 
thethird, andmost formidable, muti- 


ny among the seamen, itwas not im~ 
pelled by necessity, or provoked by 
unjust aggression or neglect. It was 
impatient of authority, factious, se- 
ditious, progressive in its demands, 
intent on civil discord, and convul- 
sion: it was, in a word, combined 
with the same spirit on shore which 
the mutineers at Portsmouth and 
Plymouth had raised to an unusual 
pitch of daring insolence. It was 
net the genuine spirit of the true 
English sailors; but that of mal- 
content incendiaries :* finally, it was 
the most emphatic proof that had 
yet been given to our nation of the 


influence 


* At this time the character of a British seaman had fallen very much in the public 
astimation. It was on this account, that a periodical writer, professedly unconnected: 
with any party (and whose professions are, in truth, realized, by the thrusts he made 
very often atall parties) published the following Character of an English Sailor, which 
was copied into almos! every newspaper and magazine in Great Britain and Ireland. 

*¢ Having thus reprobated the mutiny at the Nore, we may be allowed to exhibit a 
true portrait of whatan English seaman was, and, we hope, still is, or with good treat- 
ment still likely to be. Such a portrait, if contemplated with candour, will tend to 
awaken in all Britons a love of sailors, and in sailors a love of Britain. 

‘¢ A British sailoris thoughtless, and inattentive to what ccencerns his own happiness 5 
but not indifferent either to the interest of his country, the glory of the navy, or the 
renown of the individual ship to which hebelongs. Heis chearfully active and prompe 
in the exceution/of his duty ; -patient of fatigue, as well as of the vicissitudes of weatlier 
and climate ; steady and collected at his post, in the hour of danger; obedient, re-, 
spectful, and attached, to the officer worthy to command him ; faithful and true to his 
king and ccuntry. He has an open, honest, and faithful heart: he is courageous in 
action, and humanein victory ; he is the life and soul of our commerce, the guardian 
and bulwark of the nation; yet, these men, the pride and safety of their country, 
are, for the most part, pressed into the service, and too much exposed, when in it, to 
neglect, to misery, and to distress. They are exposed to am imperious, harsh, and ill- 
natured mode of dispensing orders and carrying on duty, which sometimes crives 
generous spirits to despondency and despair ; they are —but it is not our business to enu- 
merate grievances ; we would only observe, that for the eccentricities and ebullitions 
of seamen, epecially, when, through the improvidence of government, they are con- 
taminated by a mixture of the outcasts of the earth, there is some degree of excusgand 
indulgence. An universal venality and corruption, the natural offspring of luxury, 
has seized on all ranks at land; the greatest estates, united with the highest honours, 
have not exempted the greater part, by far, of onr nobility, and, among these, even 
some of good private characters, fron) the imputation of selfisliness, and a total disre- 
-gard of the commonwealth ; intrigue and efrontery are prominent in the condact of 
our politicians at land ; but many, ray most of these are lawyers and Cautious, the 
Sailors seek redress of gricvances in their own way, full of danger— 

Quorsum hee tam pudide tendunt ? 
Not to excuse mutiny, but to admonish the executive and judicial powers to temper 
authority, strengthened by the suppression of rebellion, with a recollection of what 
is due to the sailors, and alsoof what is prudent and safe for government. 

©The statesman ought to attend, notonly to what is morally just, but to what is po- 
 Titically expedicct. As cases are more numerous than laws, it becomes the legislator 

4 to 


. 
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“Influence of French opinion and 
example, and the rapid progress of 
popular claims and combinations. 

‘Lhe snppression of this rebellion 
illustrated the prudence and vigour 
of administration more than any 
other of their transactions at home 
or abroad had ever done. On the 
other hand, the systematic order 
and moderation of the sailors, and 
the chearful return to obedience, 
of at least the great body of seamen, 
their claims being granted, illustrate 
the mighty adyantages of a free 
government, in which men can as- 
sume the manly air of freedom, with- 
out abandoning themselves to the 
licentiousness and phrenzy of slaves 
broken loose from bondage. From 
this event it was said, by many can- 
did persons, far removed fromenthu- 
siasm of any kind, that there might 
notimprobably be much less danger 
in complying with the numerous 
petitions which had been presented, 
in the course of 1707, for a par- 
jiamentary reform, than was gene- 
sally apprehended. 


It is not often that governments 
anticipate the just complaints of 
the _ people, or any class of the 
people, by unconstrained: acts of 
justice. It isnot, commonly, until 
some intolevable grievance be on the 
point of an explosion, that’ must 
endanger the stability of their own 
power, that they do much for the re- 
liefof human misery, ‘The mutiny 
in the fleet, would scarcely, ‘perhaps, 
have sufficed, to have turned the 
attention of our ministry to the 
miserable pittance to which the 
gradual depreciation in the’ value 
of money had reduced the pay of 
the soldiers, that is, from privates 
to serjeants inclusive, if a disposition 
to claim a redress of this great evil 
had not become quite apparent in 
the whole army, particularly in the 
corps stationed in the near vicinity 
of London, and in other populous 
cities and towns; and if the in- 
terests and claims of the army had 
not been taken care of by the com- 
mander-in-chief, his royal highness 
the duke of York.t 


to mount up from the particular clreamstances of particular situations, to general prin- 


ciples common toall. 
No: but different in diferent cases. 
examples Of punishment strike terror. 


What is the effect of puuishment? Is it the same in all cases ? 
When men are conscious of guilt, even a few 
Whcere no such consciousness exists, whether 


from truth, error, or insensibility of disposition, even multiplied examples. of severity 
serve only to heighten the resolution, and add fuel to the fame of mastyrdom.— 


** In conscious virtue men are bold.” * 
“* Grief is bold, and makes its owners stout.” + 


*« Tet not our desien be misunderstood—we mean not to extenuate the guilt of the 


leading mutineers: but let the nature and the evidence of their crime be made plain to 
the whole world ; and let every allowance be made to the unsuspicious credulity of 
saliors, who may, possibly, have been induced to espousea bad, under the idea ofitsbeing 
ajust and honourable, cause. If delegates were to be punished, quoad delegates, this 
might occasion disapprobation, perhaps, and alarm! But the oyert-acts of rebellion, 
and particularly the efforts to carry the British ships of war into the ports of France, 
may with safety, and ought, in justice and sound policy, to be punished.” ; 

The industry of journalists is seldom more happily directed than it was, at such a 
time, in the publication of this paper. 3 

> Astatement of the former, and the advanced pay of the soldiers, will be found 
Among the State-Papers in this volume, page 252. : 

* Addison. + Shakespeare, 
CHAP. 


ee 
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CHAP. XIIL : 


State of Ireland, in its Relations, external and internal, a Subject in Debate 
in loth Houses 6f Parliament.—Motion, ty Mr. IVhithbread, in the House 
of Commons, relative to the Invasion of Ireland.— Negatived.— Motion 
relative to the internal State and Disconients of Lreland, in the House of 
Peers, by the Earl of Moira.— Negatived.— Motion on the same Subject, 


in the House of Commons, by Mr. Fox.—Negatived. 


A. The samie time that the oppo- 
sition party in parliament ar- 


-raigned the conduct of government, 


respecting events, still pregnant 
with danger, they condemned it, 
not less severely, respecting an 
event, the danger of which was 
happily past. This was the attempt 
to invade Ireland, of which we have 
given some account in our last vo- 
lume, and which was frustrated, it 
was alleged, throngh physical ac- 
cidenis, and the folly of theenemy, 
rather than any prudence and pro- 
vidence in the British councils. It 
is proper to observe, in this place, 
that, on the third of March, the 
thanks of the house of. commons 
were voted to admiral sir John 
Jervis, for his gallant and merito- 
rious exertions on the fourteenth of 
February last; and also to the vice- 
admiral, captains, and officers of 
the fleet under his command, for 
their gallant conduct and bravery on 
that most glorious occasion. ‘The 
setvices of the seamen, marines, and 
soldiers, were also approved and ac- 
knowledged. 

On thesameday, after these votes 
werepassed, Mr. Whitbreadrose,and 
addressinghimselftothespeaker,said, 


«© Noman in this house sir, orin this 
country, can have a higher opinion 
than Ihave, of the courage, the 
gallantry, the skill and ability of 
the gallant admiral, and the officers 
and seamen acting under him, whe. 
have atchieved an action so emi- 
nently glorious. No man can be 
more desirous of conferring on bina 
and them every praise, and every 
exalted distinction which such bril- 
liant conduct deserves. At the same 
time, sir, that I say this, [ must beg 
leave to observe, that such glorious 
annals of the eventsare by no means 
unprecedented in the British navy. 
However, sir, willing and desirous 
as I amto allow to this gallant action 
every possible degree of merit, and 
every praise which the most enthu- 
siastic admirerof extraordinary vic= 
tories can wish for or desire, I must 
beg leave to call the attention of the 
house to the circumstances which 
have just been related to us, con- 
cerning the situation and number of 
shipswith which the gallantadtairal 
has acquired so great, so brillant, 
and so decisive a superiority. The 
inequality of ships onl our part, un- 
der the command of sir John Jervis, 
is very great, almost, sir, in a pro- 

portion 
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portion of twotoone. While, there- 
fore, wesview the splendour of this 
victory with every degree of admi- 
ration, and joyful exultation it so 
eminently deserves, it becomes us 
seriously to consider, whether the 
circumstance alone does not loudly 
call on us to institute an inguiry 
into the conduct of the first lord. of 
the admiralty, for his neglect of re- 
inforcing the squadron which was 
ina service $0 distant as that of the 
Mediterranean, when he knew that 
the Spaniards added to the list of 
our naval adversaries!» In my opi- 
nion, in the same degree of piopor- 
tion in which we praise and admire 
the glorious victory which sir John 
Jervis has obtained—a vie tory, the 
censequencés of which must be so 
valuable and -important to the first 
interests of this country; in an equal 
degree ought we to affix blame and 
culpability for so gross and glaring a 
neglect as that of leaving him with 
such a_ prodigious inferiority of 
force. We are told, sir, by the right 
honourabie secretary of state, in 
the detail which he bas just given 
the house of this fortunate and gal- 
lant atchievement, that with fifteen 
ships sir John Jervis has defeated a 
fleet of the Spaniards, which con- 
sisted of twenty seven line of batile 
ships, of which ke has taken four. 
Fortunate and glorious as this ac- 
tion has proved, to the reputation 
of the British navy. and those who 
command and conduct it, we can- 
not help calling to mind how dread 
ful would bave been the reverse 
of the fate ofthat memorable day, 
had victory declared itself in favour 
of the cusmy. Waat, sir, at this 
moment must have been the sensa- 
tions of the pcople of this country ? 
What would they have said, if, in 
spite of the bravery, the discipline, 


the judgment, and glory of sir Johis 
Jervis—for glory, I maintain, sir, 
does not always consist in success 
—what would they have said, if, 
in defiance of all those superior abi- 
lities for which the character of 
the British officers and seamen are 
so ¢minently conspicuous, the re- 
verse of the pleasing picture of this 
brilliant victory had this night been 
held up to us, and we had been told 
that sir John Jervis had been de- 
feated, in consequence of the im- 
mense superiority of numbers in the 
fleet which the e.emy brought into 
action against us? I have no doubt, 
sir, but the voice of the country at 


Jarge would undoubtedly and ine- 


vitably have called loudly and uni- 
versally for an impeachment of the 
first lord of the admiralty. I think, 
sir, that this housé would, tach 
a case, have been pretty ready to 
join the voice of the people, and to 
second them in so necessary a mea- 
sure. The unparalleled success 
which has attended the skill and bra- 
very of our fleet, by no means alter 
the state of the question. It was 
the duty of the first lord of the ad- 
miralty, and of his majesty’s minis- 
ters in general, to have taken care 


that our fleet should bear some de- . 
gree of proportion to that of the e- 


nemy; and, therefore, it evidently 
appears, that the inferiority being so 
very great, it is high timean inquiry 
into the conduct of ministers should 
immediately take place. I hope, 
sir, the time is not far distant, nay, 
I flatter myself it is very near, in< 
deed, when this house will think 
it necessary to go seriously and ac- 
tively into an extensive and deep 
inquiry into the nation at large. 
Such an inquiry has long been 
wanted. The very momentous in- 
formation which has been laid be- 
fore 
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fore the house, and whith has en- 
gaged their most serious and deli- 
berate, as well as anxious consider- 
ation, since Monday last, shews, be- 
yond a possibility of doubt, the ine- 
vitable necessity of inquiry, upon 
the broadest and most efficacious 
basis.” Mr. Whitbread proceeded 
to notice the melancholy change 
that had taken place in the aspect 
of public affairs in the space of one 
week: public credit shaken to its 
foundation. The mismanagement, 
he said, of his majesty’s ministers, 
had become notorious to every be- 
holder, and the cry of inquiry into 
their conduct was not now con- 
fined to the members of opposition 
in that house alone, but was echoed 
back upon them from every corner 
of the kingdom. Having touched 
on the expences of the war, and 
the numerous captures of our 
merchant, ships, though we had a 
flect of.more than five hundred 
ships of war, of various denomina- 
tions, he came to speak of that par- 
ticular neglect and misconduct, 
which more immediately gave rise 
to the present motion. ‘he first 
intimation, on authority, he said, 
which that house received relative 
to the intention of the enemy to in- 
vade this country, was conveyed by 
his majesty’s speech on the opening 
of the present session of parliament. 
Information had been received, 
through various channels, that Ire- 
Jand was one object of the medi- 
tated attack. Yetit appeared from 
a leiter from general Dalrymple, 
that, instead of any effectual means 
having been previously taken for 
an etticient, defence, every’ thing 
remained to be done, even after 
the appearance of the enemy in 
Bantry-bay: in which part of the 
country there was not any thing 
Vou. XXXIX. 
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like an adequate force for her de- 
fence: not more, if so many, as 
three thousand regular troops, to 
oppose to the whole force of the 
French, The city of Cork was, 
therefore, in danger of falling into 
their hands, with all its stores and 
provisions: to the amount of near- 
ly, if not quite, a million and 
a half. Mr. Whitbread, after 
these and other observations, went 
through a regular’statement of the 
numbers of the French fleet, and 
those of our own, from the time of 
the enemy quitting the harbour of 
Brest, and a short time before. On 
the twenty-first, the enemy cast 
anchor in Bantry-Bay; so that they 
were at sea, and ou the coast of 
Ireland, from the eighteenth of 


December, to the sixth of January. 


On the twentieth of December, 
news arriyed in England, that the 
French fleet had quitted Brest. 
From the twenty-third to the twen- 
ty-fifth, the wind was favourable 
for the squadron, under the, com- 
mand of lord Bridport, to have sail- 
ed. It continued fair on the twen- 
ty-sixth and twenty-seventh, after 
which it came a-head, and the fleet 
could not sail for some days. On 
the thirty-first, intelligence came 
to this country, that the French 
fleet was off the coast of Ireland ; 
and, on the same day, exactly, ad- 
miral Colpoys, withthe fleet under 
his commend, arrived atPortsmouth, 
The reasons given for his return, 
with this squadron, are various and 
contradictory. One was, that his 
force was not sufficient to encounter 
those of theenemy. If that was a 
true reason, it farnishesan additional 
cause of inquiry into the conduct of 
ministers, and of the first lord of the 
admiralty in particular. What, 
when they had received information 


EQ) of 


226] ANNUAL REGISTER, 


of the active and extensive prepar, 
rations going forward at Brest,shall 
we be told, after the large ‘sums 
consumed in Secret service-money, 
and with the immense navy in our 
posstssion, they ought not to have 
sent out fresh ship ps to reinforce that, 
squadron ? It is ab surd on the face 
of it. Admiral Colpoys, however, 
must have reccived int telligence of 
the sailing of the Brest fleet. Did he 
sail in’ putsuit of them? Did he sail 
towards the ‘coast of Portugal after, 
where it mifyht, perhaps, have oc- 
curred to him they were gone? No. 
Did he’ sail after them Howards the 
cOast of ‘Treland? No: he sailed 
directly for Portsmouth, where he 
artived on the very day’ that infor 
mation Was brought they were on 
the’ frish coast. Another reason 
which! has ‘been given for the ree 
turn of this squadron into port was, 
that/it was short of provisions. In 


evéty' view of every reason for its. 


returiy the’ most glaring misconduct 
and éulpability stare us in the face. 
Is it possible to conceive, that in all 
tlte' time admiral Colpeys lay with 
his squadron off Brest; either fresh 
ships, properly victualled, ¢ould not 
have been gent to reliade him, or 
transports, with provisions, have 
béen “forwarded to re-victual- his 
fleet ? The questiom answers for it- 
self. Numerous, as ‘well as various 
are the oFjections which have, from 
time to. time, been made. to-any and 
every species of inquiry, pending-a 
war. Notwithstandiig all this, we 
have an instance, § said Mr. Whit- 
bread, of an inquiry having been 
granted, towards the ‘close of the 
last war, in which the night honour- 
able gentleman opposite to him 
(Mr. Pitt) acted a very considerable 
part, .in moving for various papers, 
in support of the motion. Mr. 
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Whitbread then said, I cannot cone 
clude in more apt or proper terms, 
than by using the words of a cele- 
brated predecessor of yours, sir, ,in 
that chair, who, after the failure of | 
the fleet, in 1744, when he pre- 
sented the bill of supplies, told the | 
highest | authority i in this country, 
“that in citcumstances so dismal 
and distre essing, the house ought to 
exercise the best, and the dearest of, 
their privileges, that of inquiring 
into the application of every part of | 
the supplies.” I: therefore move, . 
sir, “ that it be referred to a'com- , 
mittee, to Inquire into the conduct | 
of ministers, with respect to the late 
attempt of the French, in the inya- 


sion. of freland.??—To the charges 


of Mr. Whitbread, it was ‘answered’ 

by 
er Dundas, who said, thatit was 
impossible to decide, whether the ob-. 
ject Of the French fleet was Tieland ’ 
or Portugal. “It was thé wisest 
measure that could be adopted, to, 
divide our fleets, stationing one, off 
Brest,’ for the purpose of watch- 
ing ‘the enemy, and intercepting 
the sailing of the expedition ; ‘and 
the other ‘at home, “to rele ats 
ifs reeessary.’ A fleet,’ under | sir 
Edward‘ Pellew, was appointed 
to cruize off Brest, and did actu- 
ally cruize there. But notwith- 
standing the diligence and skill of 
the admiral; and. the experience 
and courage of sir Edward, their 
exertions were in vain; for the 
state of the weather was wick that 
it was impossible for the admiral 
to keep his own fleet under his 
observation, and the air was so 
hazy, that the fog-cuns were con- 
tinually fired. ‘Could any’ man 
doubt sir Edward’s inclination to 
have given, if possible, the intelli- 
gence to the admiral, 
enemy 


that the ~ 


) 


éiiemy had put to sea; or that ad- 


_imiral.Colpoys was not desirous to 


see it? Was it likely we should be 
tiwilling, when she had a_ fleet, 
under his command, so superior to 
that of the enemy? It) was the 
wisest resolution he could take, not 
to follow them to) Portugal, or Ire- 
land, till he knew their. certain 
destination ; and he kept his station 
for the chance of intercepting all, 
or part, of the; fleet, im case of 
dispersion by a storm ; he recoi- 
lected also; that the circumstance 
ef their, having sailed would be 
known to the admiralty, and, by 
remaining where he was, he should 
receive such authentic. intelligence 
as he, could not otherwise expecc 
to obtain. With regard to the 
charge of the want of. provisions, 
Mr. Dundas could not! but admit 
the squadron had remained longer 
on its station than was at first sup- 
posed necessary, and not relieved 
as soon;as, the admiralty had |in- 
tended;, the reason was, sir Roger 
Curtis should have been in. port 
the beginning of November, and 
did not come till the eighteenth. 
He had been appointed to cruize 
of Rochfort, where he .remained 
a fortnight longer than’ was ex- 
pected, to intercept the return of 
Richery’s. squadron from New- 
foundland. 

Sir Roger’s squadron consisted of 
seven sail of the line, aud was to 
have been sent to the relief of the 
fleet off Brest ; but the wind was 
so adverse as. to render it impossi- 
ble for them to come to Spithead 
before the eighteenth of Novem- 
ber. As to the interval which 
took place between the arrival of 
admiral Colpoys and the sailing of 
lord Bridport, the instructions of 
sir Edward Pellew reached the ad- 
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miralty on. the twentieth of | De- 
cember ; and’ on the twenty-first 
he received information of the sail~ 
ing of the French fleet from Brest, 
and immediately returned for an- 
swer, that all the fleet would be 
ready four days after, namely, the 
twenty-fifth. {Here Mr. Dundas 
read the orders of the admiralty, 
issued on the twenty-first, and an- 
other order issued after, covnter- 
acting some part of them, and de- 
siring him to’ proceed off Cape 
Clear immediately.] He wished 
it to be observed, that, although 
the. French fleet arrived off the 
coast of Ireland on the twenty-first 
of December, intelligence of them 
was not-reeeived, in this country, 
till the thirty-first. The admiralty 
had taken the chance of finding 
admiral ,Colpoys on the ) station 
where they expected him to have 
been, off -the Lizard, in case of 
any adverse winds removing him 
from the French coast. Lord Brid- 
port had, always been not only a. 
gallant but a successful admiral ; 
yet it so- happened, that, although 
admiralColpoys had been hover- 
ing, with his squadron, off Brest, 
to intercept the enemy upon their 
leaving that harbour, although lord. 
Bridport afterwards proceeded off 
Cape Clear and the Irish coast with 
the same design ; and although the 
Duke and the Majestic, with two 
other ships of war, were sent. in 
search of them, they were so co- 
vered by the fog, and protected by 
fortune, as to escape them all. The 
honourable gentleman, Mr. Whit- 
bread, had said, that Ireland was 
saved by the elements; but he 
should have remembered, that the 
same wind which dispersed the 
enemy, prevented our fleets from: 
meeting them, 
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Mr. Dundas considered invasion 
as nothing but a bugbear ;, yet did 
not wish us to relax in our precau- 
tions on the one hand, or to de- 
spond on the other. Exclusive of 
our naval forces in the East and 
West Indies, the North Seas, and 
the Mediterranean, wé have had 
fifty sail of the line for the defence 
of Britain an@ Ireland, and up- 
wards of two hundred thousand 
men under arms. Hitherto both 
the government aud foree of this 
country had been calumniated ; he 
hoped he had proved, satisfactorily, 
that no blawe was imputable to 
the admiralty, or to the officers, 
though he by no means wished to 
prevent inquiry; their conduct,, 
he thought, could well sustain the 
Testo 

Mr. Grey took occasion, from 
Mr. Dundas’s lughear, to animad- 
vert, with great severity, that is, 
the severity, not of expression, but 
of truth, on the versatility of mi- 
nisters in conjuring up, and magni- 
fying, dangers, or in deriding real 
dangers as phantoms, just as it 
suited their purpose ; whether to 
gain confidence, or provide for their 
own safety. He then observed, 
that in the place where an attack 
of the enemy was apprehended, 
and where it was actually made, 
there was neither'a cavalry nor a 
supplementary militia bill; in a 
place where there was no apprehen- 
sion of an attack, theretwere both. 
With regard to the instructions sent 
to lord Bridport, to put to seaim- 
mediately, why did he not do so, 
when. the. wind was fair, on the 
twenty-second, twenty-third, aud 
twenty-fourth of December? It was 
no excuse to say, that his squadron 
was not ready, or that admiral Cur- 
tis had not returned from his cruize: 


the admiralty ought to be impeachs 
ed for not having a fleet ready to 
sail on the twenty-second. 

Mr. Wyndham affirmed it to be 
impossible to keep a fleet, for any 
length of time, in such a state of 
preparation as to be réady to sail. 
at a moment’s warning, and that it 
would have been rashness to have 
sent lord Bridport out with an in- 


ferior fleet, when government did 


not know but that the French were 
out with sixteen sail of the line. 
He denied the possibility of Cork 
falling into their hands, even had 
the enemy landed ; complimented 
the inhabitants of the southern 
parts of Ireland on their loyalty ; 
and observed, that it was sinpiilar 
that those very men who were sup- 
posed the most oppressed,, in that 
kingdom, had manifested the most 
firm attachment to government ;. 
while those in thenorth,whowere not 
said to have any cause of complaint, 
had shewn a disposition to. insurrec- 
tion. Hethought this went a good 
way towards proving, that it was 
possible for men to make groundless 
complaints against those by whom 
they were governed. He did not 
absolutely charge the opposition. 
with evil intentions, when they talk- 
ed of these parts of his majesty’s 
dominions most liable to attack, 
but he wished them to recollect, that 
observations of this kind partook of 
the nature of a two-edged sword 3. 
they might happen to convey infor- 
mation to the enemy what place 
might be most successfully attacked, 
as well as expose the negligence of 
ministers. Mr. Wyndham insisted,, 
on the whole, with the greatest 
confidence, on the impossibility of 
our being invaded, when we were in 
possession of so great a superiority 
of naval force. ae ; 

4 Mr, 
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Mr. Fox, adverting first to the 
last part of Mr. Wyndham’s speech, 
said, that, if membersof that house, 
whenthey charged ministry with neg- 
lecting the detence of the country, 
were to be considered as holding 
out an invitation to the enemy to 
invade the country, they had better, 


at once, put an end to the forms, as - 


they had done to the substance, of 
the constitution. The right honour- 
able gentleman has talked of “ two~ 
edged tools.” In a state of war, 
every complaint against administra- 
tion must be of the nature of a two- 
edged tool. A complaint of weak- 
ness conveys information tothe ene- 
my. To whom then am I to make 
my complaint, and to state my opi- 
nion? I wish to.know whether mi- 
nisters are the only persons to be 
permitted to give advice? If what 
I hear be true, Ireland is, at this 
moment, more discontented than be- 
fore the attempt of an invasion. 
I suppose I shall now be told, that 
JT am holding out an invitation to 
the French. No, sir, 1am not in- 
viting the French: I am inviting 
his majesty’s ministers totake mea- 
sures for removing that discontent 
which the enemy may regard as an 
invitation. But we find that Ireland 
is divided into two parts: the con- 
tented and discontented. Upen that 
subject we shal] hear more in future : 
but let not the right honourable 
gentleman, who spoke last, state his 
opinion as ours. 1 have said, that 
the Catholics were in a state of un- 
just exclusion; but I never have 
said, that the protestants had no 


reason for complaint, and that they — 


were not excluded from the essence 
and substance of the British consti- 
tution. But, the right honourable 
geutleman says, “may not men have 
unreasonable grounds of complaint?” 
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Yes: but that is no reason for not 
removing their just grounds of com- 
plaint. Mr. Fox ridiculed the se- 
cretary of wart’s question, how could 
we possib'y be invaded, having a su- 
perior naval force? when the sub- 
ject proposed for inquiry was, how 
we came actually to be invaded? 
Without expressing dissatisfaction 
at the conduct of admiral Colpoys, 
he said, we ought to have had a 
second fleet at home, ready to sail 
from Portsmouth, as soon as news 
of the French fleet reached Eng- 
land. 

Mr. Sturt said, that the repeated 
insults offered to our coast fully. 
justified the inquiry moved for. He 
asserted, that admiral Colpoys’s ship, 
notwithstanding the positive asser- 
tion of Mr. Dundas to the contrary, 
did, in fact, come into port, for lack 
of provisions, particularly of fuel, 
which was as bad as any want ; 
for, he did not think that the trea- 
surer to the navy would like raw 
beef any more than the sailors. But 
he was astonished at nothing that 
this gentleman affirmed; so great 
was his boldness, confidence, and 
assurance. His whole statement of 
the security of [reland was a mis- 
statement; in proof of which he 
read a letter. He hoped in God 
he would not much longer have the 
direction of naval or other affairs. 
« He might wriggle and grin, [Mr. 
Dundas shewing symptoms of un- 
easiness] and twist and toss his head 
about as much as he pleased, bat 
he hoped it would soon be twisted 
somewhere else.” 

Mr. Pitt, after applauding and 
confirming all that had been ad+ 
vanced by Mr. Dundas, than which 
he thought there was nothing more 
necessary to be urged in the pre- 
sent question, observed that tne ge- 
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neral question was this, whether or 
not sufficient preparations weremade 
by the admiralty to be ready against 
any possible expedition, which 
might be fitted out in the ports of 
France ? It was admitted, he said, 
that either Portugal or Jreland 
was the point of attack: the one, 
our faithfal ally ; the other, as dear 
to us as Great Britain itself. - What 
was the nature of our preparation ? 
Why, we had our fleet actually 
watching the enemy on their 
coasts, and ready to follow them 
wherever they might go, in case 
the weather had permitted that’ we 
could have known their ‘direction ; 
and we had another fleet in such a 
forward state of preparation, as to 
have been ready to have sailed in 
five days after we knew that the 
Brest Heet had’ sailed, had the wind 
been fair. Had either one fleet or 
the other been so fortunate as to have 
met the enemy’, what prodigies of 
valour might we not have expected? 
Tn respect to the navy of Great 
Britain, it ought to be recollected, 
how many and various objects, 
and what rich and important 
possessions, it had to protect. “This 
circumstance must Jessen our supe- 

rlority in*some points, especially, 
when the enemy had, so lately, 
been reinforced by the fleets of 
Spain. What more ¢ould be done 
than to have one fieet on the French 
eoas!s, and another ready for séa? 
Having no positive information of 
the destination of the enemy’s fleet, 
occasioned by? the mere circum- 
stance of fogs and esa ag 9p 
weather, was it extraordinary! that 


~we should have been so long in the 


dark, and unable to find out their 
place of rendezvous, when the 
French admiral aud general Hoche, 
who were in possession of the secret, 
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and sailed in the samme expedition, 
as well as other captains of the fleet, 
had, fromthe same causes.of weather, 
never been able even to join it. 
Admiral Colpoys’ fleet. was in a 
state and condition to follow the 
enemy, and the papers offered to 
be produced would: prove it. Mr. 
Pitt concluded. his ‘speech,, on this 
occasion, by complaining of Mr, 
Fox’s manner of speaking concerns 
ing Ireland, which he considered as . 
violent and inflammatory. On a 
division of the house, on Mr. Whit+ 
bread’s motion, the previous ques- 
tion, against it, was carried by 201 
against 62, 

On the same subject, a motion 
was made, on March 16, in the 
house of peers, ‘by they earl of 
Albemarle. Before he proceeded, 
however, he assured the house; that 
he did not mean ‘to offer, or even 
hint, the smallest disrespect, either 
to any of. the gallant officers em- 
ployed in any of our fleets, or ta 
the admiralty. The only object he 
had in, view was, an inguiry.. It 
was the universal opiniou that blame 
lay somewhere. It was. only ne-. 
cessary for him toremind their lord-» 


’ ships, that ministers must have been 


informed, even long before the 
mecting of the present parliament, ’ 
that an invasion, of either Ireland 
or this country, or both, was. in- 
tended. Why, then, was no fleet 
of onrs stationed an/ the coast of: 
Ireland for ils protection? This 
question appeared to him. to-be of 
still greater. importayce, trom what 
had; fallen: from the first lord of the 
who had declared: his 
belief, «that if the thing was to be 
done ever again.” » Lord-Albemarle 
then entered into a circumstantial 
review of the whole proceedings of 


. the enemies of our own fleets. The 


ty sah 
following 


a 
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following are the most striking 
of his observations-and arguments. 
On the twentieth of December, 
news arrived, jn England, of the 
French fleet having left Brest; on 
the twenty-second, orders were sent 
to lord Bridport to sail immediately, 
with the fleet under his command : 
and, by a letter from his lordship 
to the admiralty, then on the table, 
it appeared, that lord Bridport 
could not sai] till the twenty-fifth, 


on account of seme of ,the sbips of 


his squadron not being ready, He 
arrived, however,with his squadron, 
seventeen sail of the line, and some 
frigates. The French fieet consist- 
ed of eighteen sail of the line, se- 
veral frigates, and numerous trans- 
ports, all full of troops. Lord Brid- 
“port, after cruizing in quest of the 
enemy, finally returned to port, 
without having fallen in with, or 
seen, a single ship of the enemy. 
‘The French fleet had remained at 
anchor, in Bantry-bay,some of them 
during a period of eleven or twelve 
days. On account of adverse winds, 
and very stormy weather, the great- 
est part of it was dispersed :. but 
had a force of only five or six 
thousand men been able to effect 
a landing, it was very probable, 


_ from the internal state of Jreland 


at the time, that Cork, with all its 
stores and provisions, must have 
fallen into their hands. The earl 
of Albemarle said, that he had vo 
doubt of the great anxiety of lord 
Bridport to gail as speedily as_pos- 
sible. He bad been told, however, 
that our fleet was never kuowi to 
have carried so little: sath: from 
whence he could not but suppose, 


that this mode of sailing down the’ 


channel was adopted in consequence 

‘of orders received from the acdmi- 

Talty. If sufficient sail had been 
‘ 


‘ 
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carried, lord Bridport might have 
been off Bantry-bay two days sooner 
than he was. Anotherthing, which 
appeared very extraordinary, was, 
that after the noble admiral had 
found that the whole of the enemy's 
fleet had left the Irish coast, he still 
continued to ernize off Bantry-bay, 
during a day and a: hatf, before he 
proceeded any where ii quest of 
them. Lord Albemarle then ad- 
verted to the siiyation of the fleet 
under admiral Colpoys ; many of 
whose ships were in great want of 
thoseessential articles onship-board, 
water and fuel. When the fog 
cleared away, and it was discovered 
that the French armament had set 
sail, admiral Colpoyshadimmediate- 
ly sailed, with his squadron, for the 
Lizard, as the most likely place for 
gaining intelligence of the enemy : | 
but, when hecame thither, be found 

several of his ships so much in want 
of essential ‘necessaries, and the 
weather such that he could not pro- 
vide them from others ; and, after 
sending away first one and then an- 
other, had afterwards found it most 
adviseable to return withthe whole. 
And, he actually arrived in port on 
the very day that lord Dridport 
sailed. Ji appeared very strange, 
that lord Bridport had not, much 
sooner than the twenty-second of 
December, been ordered out, with 
a fleet sufficient to have replaced all 
those ships, under admiral Colpovs, 
which were in want of necessaries, 
and taken the rest ander his com- 
mand to have contiued ou that 
station, while other ships were sent 
out tohim as tuey coud hate ‘got 
ready. {[t was clear, from the 
whol¢ face of the transactions that 
had passed, that, ifadmural Colpoys 
had found his fleet in a suitable con- 
dition to have proceeded direcily 
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to Ireland, he must have fallen in 
with the French ; and what account 
‘he would have given of them, in 
such an event, nobody would be 
at a loss to guess. Had lord Brid- 
port sailed, even with nine sail of 
the line, when he first received 
orders so to do, nothing could have 
prevented his falling in with a very 
great part of the’enemy’s fleet, and, 
thereby, totally annihilating all their 
hopes of any successful attempt at 
Invasion. ‘The earl of Albemarle 
concluded with expressing his firm 
persuasion, that the facts to which 
he alluded, and the particulars he 
had mentioned, were amply suff- 
cient to induce their lordships to 
enter on the inquiry he was about 
to prepose. He should, therefore, 
move, “ that a committee be ap- 
pointed to inquire into the measures 
which had been taken by govern- 
ment for the naval defence of Ire- 
land when an invasion was at-~ 
tempted.” 
The earl Spencer said, it was im- 
possible for any government to ob- 
tain, at all times, correct informa- 
tion respecting. the plans and designs 
-of an enemy. In the present i- 
stances the admiralty had acted ac- 
cording to the best of their infor- 
mation. With respect to admiral 
Colpoys’ squadron being long at sea, 
hé confessed, that he was friendly to 
the system of making fleetsfrequently 
change their station; in the present 
case, however, the squadron, under 
the command of that gallant admiral, 
had been kept out of port longer 
than usual, in consequence of sir 
Roger Curtis, who had gone in 
quest of admiral Richery, and who 
was to succeed admiral Colpoys on 
the Brest station, being a fortnight 
later of arriving in ‘port than was 
expected. He affirmed, however, 


that that fleet was not forced to 


come into port by a want of neces- 


saries, but that it was driven up the 
channel by tempestuous. weather. 
After the French fleet had eluded 
the vigilance of admiral Colpoys, 
to whom he wished to give every 
degree of credit, for his active and 
enterprising services on his station, 
he had adopted the wisest course it 
was possible for him to take. His 
lordship next proceeded to vindicate 
the conduct of the fleet under lord 
Bridport, As soon as the admiralty 
received intelligence of the sailing 
of the French fleet, orders were 
sent lord Bridport to prepare for seas 
with all possible expedition. The . 
ships under his ;command, how- 
ever, could not be got ready till 
the twenty-fifth of December, five 
days after the date of the order. 
The earl Spencer read extracts 
from several letters from sir Peter 
Parker, the port-admiral at Spithead, 
the substance of which was, that the 
ships, destined to joi lord Brid- 
pert, at St. Helen’s, could not sail 
on account of the adverse winds. 
From all these circumstances, it so 
happened, that lord Bridport could 
not put to sea till the third of Janu- 
ary ; and it so happened, also, that 
the enemy eluded his vigilance : 
he could by no means allow, how- 
ever, that Ireland owed its safety 
to the winds; on the contrary, it 
was the winds, and the winds only, 
that prevented the French fleet 
from being destroyed, either by 
admiral Colpoys, or lord Bridport. 
Having entered into this expl.na= 


‘tion, he was persuaded their Jord- 


ships would consider the paper upon 
their table as superseding the neces- 
sity of an inquiry. He should there- 
fore give his decided negative to the 
motion of the noble lord. 

The 
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The earl of Carlisle did not think 
that the selected documents on the ta- 
ble could communicate the satis- 
faction which wasrequired. He la- 
mented that ministers had not come 
forward with them sooner, and offer 
their explanations when it might 
have been possible to collect intor- 
mation fromothersources, and espe- 
cially when they had an opportunity 
of hearing what the noble lord who 
commanded the fleet knew on the 
subject. He wished to have it satis- 
factorily explained, why ministers, 
when they had information of ithe 
preparations made by the enemy and 
the sailing of the Brest fleet, had not’ 
provided a force, under lord Brid- 
port, sufficiently strong to have been 

superior to the consequences of two 
ships (the Prince and the Sanspareil) 
running foul of one another, and 
which would have guarded against 
the delay which such accidents had 
occasioned. He wished likewise to 
know why it was four days before 
the fleet was ready to sail, after the 
news of the French fleet being at 
seabad arrived? Why, too,ministers 
had not given admiral Colpoys spe- 
cific orders to make Ireland the chief 
object of hisregard? It was the duty 
of ministers to watch over the safety 
of ireland with the same care which 
was demanded for the safety of 
Great Britain. When they knew 
the designs of the enemy to be 
pointed against that country, why 
was notadmiral Colpoys sent direct~ 
ly. for its defence ? Had they given 
such a positive order to admiral Col- 
poys, there would have been no oc- 
casion for any delay in lord Brid- 
port's sailing ; because, in proceed- 
ing directly to Ireland with the force 
he could muster, he must have fallen 
in with some of admiral Colpoys’s 
squadron, which would have en- 


abled him to face the French with 
complete success. Even after admira- 
Colpoys’s return, why were not such 
shipsas were fit for service again sent 
out to re-inforce lord Bridport? The 
marquis of Abercorn, after severely 
arraigning the total negligence of 
mimsters to take any, measures for 
the defence of Ireland, said, that, in 
order to establish the justification of 
ministers, the papers on their Jord- 
ships’ table ought to have proved 
four points: that this country had a 


_sufficient fleet, ready for sea ; that 


admiral Colpoys’s fleet was suf- 
ficiently strong to keep the sea; that 
admiral Colpoys was sufficiently 
provided with stores and provisions; 
and that he had received particular 
orders to turn his attention to-Lre- 
land, and to proceed to that island, 
as soon as he should have fe- 
ceived intelligence that the French 
fleet had sailed. None of these 
points, however, appeared from the 
papers. On the contrary, it was 
proved, that admiral Colpoys’s fleet 
had been too long at sea; that it 
was not sufficiently provided with 
stores and provisions ; and, above 
all, that no particular attention had 
been paid to Ireland, nor any posi- 
tive orders given to admiral Colpoys 
to make its safety his principal ob- 
ject. Under such circumstances, 
the marquis could have no hesitation 
to vote for the inquiry. 

The earl Spencer, with respect to 
admiral Colpoys, would only say, 
that if his fleet, together with that of 
lord Bridport, had gone to Ireland, 
the channel would have been left 
open to the Dutch fleet. One of the 
causes of lord Bridport’s fleet not 
having been ready in time was, the 
damage which several ships sustain- 
ed in a hard gale of wind in the 
channel, ' : 
The 
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The earl of Moira considered the 
real point in question to be, why ad- 
miral Colpoys had not received or- 
ders to proceed to: Ireland, as soon 
as he received information that the 
Freneh fleet had sailed. A noble 
earl (Spencer) had contended that, 
from the mass of intelligence which 
ministers received, it was impossible 
to decide on the real object of the 
enemy's expedition. But did not 
the noble earl know, that it was the 
province of talents and ability to de- 
duce causes and consequences from 
the materials with which they might 
be furnished, and that on such occa- 
sions only true sagacity was to be 
discovered? He had been at Dublin 
when the preparations of the enemy 
were going on, and the arms, stores, 
and other articles with which they 
_ were provided, demonstrated the 
Feal point of their destination. That 
their design was to furnish the dis- 
contented in Ireland with arms was 
evident... But if the best means 
of securing Ireland had not been 
taken, this did not affect the admi- 
ralty exclusively, but the administra- 
tion in general. He should vote for 
the enquiry in thehope that the house 
would proceed farther, shew to 
whom the disasters of the war were 
to be attributed, and why ministers 
did not seize and improve the fa- 
vourable opportunities w hich were 
presented. 

The earl of Liverpool maintained 
that a channel fleet, equal to that of 
the enemy, hadia!ways been deemed 
sufficient for our defence. Sveh 

“was the understanding in thelastand 
all our former wars. ‘Lhat the fleet 
under admiral Colpoys was fitted to 
face the enemy's: was a point that 
did not seem to be much disputed. 
As to the place to which’ he was to 
divect his force, he begged leave to 
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say, that it was not intended for the 
defence of Ireland exclusively, but 
for every part of his majesty’s Euro- 
pean dominions. ~ With revard to 
the question, where the fieet'could be 
best stationed for general defence, he 
maintained that it had actually been 
stationed ina place and situation 
where it could operate to the best 
advantage for the defence of this 
nation, and was in readiness to come 
to the defence of Ireland, as soon as 
that of any other part. © Admiral 
Colpoy s had orders to intercept the 
enemy’s flect going to any part of 
the world, and although it appeared 
doubtful, at that time, whether 
they were intended for Ireland or 
Portugal, was it possible“to imagine, 
that if admiral Colpoys thought they 
were going'to Freland, he had such 
orders as didnot Jeave him at liberty 
to follow them to Ireland? The ad- 
miral, viewing all circumstances, 
formed the resolution of remaining 
on his station. From all the infor- 
mation he had, the admiral was 
right in so doing: and all that hap- 
pened to disappoint his hopes and 
expectations was owing to the’ 
wind. ; 
The duke of Bedford confessed 
that he was but little satisfied -with 
the consolation held out by the no= 
ble earl, who spoke last, that it was 
always held sufficient in former wars 
for us to equal the enemy with a 
channel fleet; thereby insinuating. 
that it would be suffcient for us to. 
do so in this. Sueh doct ine ap- 
peared to him to be but frigid conso- 
lation, after the repeated “assertions 
which had been made, that we had 
almost’ annihilated. the maritime 
power of France. It had been said 
that at the time the armament was. 
preparing at Brest, it was uncertain 
whether it was intended for Ireland 
or 
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or for Portugal, and that the chance 
was, equal, Now he would ask, 
whether, supposing the chance to be 
equal, there was a man in this world 
who thought it would be wise in 
‘us to put Portugal in the scale against 
Treland? Whether there was a man 
i earth rash enough to put these 

wo chances upon an equality? 
With regard to the interest of this 


‘country i in thwarting the expedition, — 


admiral Colpoys, he had no doubt, 
acted well, according to the infor- 
‘mation and instructions he received ; 
‘but he must contend, that from the 
nformation which miinisters recei- 
wed, he ought to have had positive 
orders to sail toTreland : and here it 
“Was notorious, from the documents 
which ministers themselves had laid 
upon the table, that this fleet ought 
to have been in Ireland when the 
French were there; for ministers 
had early information of the Brest 
Bs being to sail, and probably, at 
Teast, that they were destined for 
Ireland ; ; indeed they could not even 
y that they had information, or 
that they ought to have had it, con- 
ering the vast sums of money that 
they were allowed for obtaining i in- 
lligence. They might have judg- 
, they ought, indeed, to have 
hown, fiom the arms that were on 
ard, and from the nature of the 
‘quipment, that it was destined for 
‘eland. 
_. Lord Hood expressed his con- 
viction, that the motion, if adopted 
their lordships, could be of no 
service, but, would do mischief. 
© was convinced that every possi- 
Ble measnre had been adopted, du- 
ing the couse of the war, by the na- 
val department, for the good of the 
tion. He said that, while his 
~ Muental faculties, such as they were, 
» edntinned, he should have been glad 


di, 


to serve in the present just and ne~ 
cessary war, if he had been. per- 
mitted to do so. 

Lord Auckland could see no rea- 
son for considering what had hap- 
pened on the coast of Ireland, as a 
miscarriage on our part. The ad- 
vantage was-all on our side. The 
enemy ‘had failed in their expedi- 
tion, and lost one-fourth of their 
ships and nearly five thousand of 
their men. 

The earl of Guildford observed, 
that some sort of enquiry bad been 
judged to be necessary even by ad- 
ministration : for no sooner had the 
subject been mentioned in the house, 
than the noble Jord, at the head of 
the admiralty, was ready to produce 
the papers that had been laid on the 
table. That these had been garbled, 
he would not say: but he would at 
least contend that, for the purpose of 
conveying information, they had 
been very badly selected. He could 
not find, in those papers, any good 
reason for admiral Colpoys being 
kept so Jong at sea. With respect 


-to the real destination of the Brest 


fleet, the ministers were, he be- 
lieved, the only: persons who enter- 
tained any doubt... He concluded 
swith observing, that, unless their 
Jordships felt the propriety of the in- 
quiry proposed themselves, from the 
papers themselves, and the speech of 
the noble earl at the head of the ad- 
miralty, nothing that could be said 
on the subject, could have any effvet 
on their Jordships’ minds. ; 
Lord Grenville, after declaring . 
the harmony and concert that so 
happily reigned among the ministry, 
and the share he himself had taken | 
in the transaction in question, and 
his readiness to take also his share of 
responsibility attached to it, com- 
plained, that whenever any expe- 
dition 
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dition failed, the whole blame was 
_ thrown upon ministers, withont 
stopping to ascertain, whether they 
were, in fact, guilty. - Itwas sup- 
posed, that they could, at pleasure, 
command the winds and waves, and 
send a fleet up or down the chan- 
nel ata moment’s warning. It had 
been represented, though without 
loss on our part, as a national dis- 
grace: yet whatever failure there 
was, it was on the side of the ene- 
my; who had lost, in all, he be- 
lieved, ‘eleven armed vessels. It 
might have been supposed, from the 
manner in which some noble lords 
had spoken, that this was a com- 
plete triumph of the French fleet 
overours: whereas, infact, their only 
boast was, that they had succeeded 
in escaping from our fleet. When, 
before the administration of the pre- 
sent ministry, would the French 
have condescended to make such a 
boast ? When, before the existence 
of the present ministry, would they 
not have considered it as a disgrace? 
Noble lords had complimented 
ministry justly, though uninten- 
tionally. “ You have not, said he, 
been able to catch this miserable 
wreck of a French fleet.” Who, 
exclaimed lord Grenville, made it a 
wreck? The present government. 
In no former administration, he ob- 
served, bad this country ever been 
able to keep two fleets in the chan- 
nel; each of them equal to that of 
the French ; the one ready for sail- 
ing, the other blocking up Brest. 
But if noble lords supposed, that 
because our fleet was superior, the 
enemy, if the administration had 
directed it properly, could not have 
got to the coast of Ireland, he would 
refer them to two instances—one in 
1689, in which year the French 
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landed in Ireland, notwithstanding 
that lord Torrington was at sea 
with a formidable fleet: and one in 
the succeeding year, when the same 
attempt was made with success, al- 
though admiral Russel did every 
thing in his power to prevent it. 
As to Ireland, lord Grenville was 
ready to allow, that its defence, as 
well as that of England, depended 
on the fieet: but the internal state 
of Ireland, notwithstanding all that 
had been alleged, he had the satis- 
faction to assure their lordships, was 
by no means sdch as to render such 
an invasion at’ all alarming. The 
French affected to have some hopes 
of being joined in Ireland; but the 
event shewed how much they were 
mistaken. This was a convincing 
argument in answer to those who 
declaimed on the discontents in Ire- 
land, and would, he hoped, prevent 
or be recollected in all future dis- 
cussions on that subject. He begged 
leave, in justice to his majesty’s 
ministers, to bring to their lord- 
ships’ recollection, the different in- 
stances in which the naval under- | 
takings of the French had, in the 
course of the present war, been de- 
feated. The shameful and cow- 
ardly conduct of Richery, after he 
left. Toulon, and the manner in 
which he avoided the British squa- 
dron till he was strengthened by 
the accession of a British fleet ; the 
event of the first of June, one of the 
most memorable in the history of 
nautical affairs; and the late de- 
cisive victory, were evidence or 
which the defence of the country 
particularly depended. Whatever 
we might feel for the miscarriage of 
the undertakings of our allies on the 
continent, in our naval under- 
takings there was nothing but tri- 


umph 


' 


MIST ORY ;OF. EUR OPE. 


umph. In the continental mis- 
carriage we had, indeed, suffered 
some pecuniary loss, which could be 
easily repaired : and he was. so far 
_ from regretting what had been thus 
expended, that were it possible to 
recall what was. passed, he would 
ote for the assistance that had 
been actually given over again. 
The marquis of Lansdowne said, 
_ that in Ireland it had been a preju- 
dice td represent the government of 
this country, as careless of the sister 
‘kingdom. At present a new dis- 
content had arisen, and gentlemen 
who were in the habit of corre- 
sponding with Ireland, knew very 
well that they who had formerly 
taken the part ‘of the government, 
were now forced to acknowledge, 
that Ireland had been neglected. 
Applications had been made from 
thence for protection ; and it must 
be confessed that country had 
been abandoned by- England.— 
‘Ministers had pledged to keep up 
@ great land force in Ireland, 
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was the notorious want of intelli- 
gence. The noble earl had said, 
that he would resign when he could 
find a person daring enough to con 

tend against the winds. What the 
public wanted was, not a man who 
could govern against the winds and 
waves, but one who would govern 
with them: thisiwas the case in the 
present instance. The wind had been 
favourable; and all that had been 
wanting, was an admiralty capable 
of making use of it. On the 16th of 
December, admiral Colpoys receiv- 
ed intelligence of the French having 
sailed, the wind continued fair, and 
if he had proper orders, he would 
have been off the Irish coast. Had 
the ships under lord Bridport been 
ready, the wind would still have 
been fair. The noble earl had 
talked of long nights; was it so 
great a reach of foresight to know 
that there were long nights in De- , 
cember? But the French fleet, it 
seemed, might have gone up the 
channel. In the first place, the 


wind was against them; but if they 
had, what would have been the 
case ? They would have been under 
lock and key. The remainder of 
the subject lay in a very small com- 
pass; it turned upon two points. 


which they had withdrawn, In 
the last war, a pledge had been 
' made, that a naval force should, in 
all future wars, be kept off the Irish 
| coast; and were he minister now, 
‘he should think it necessary to sta- 


tion a fleet in the Cove of Cork im- 
‘mediately. An’ inquiry could not 
but be satisfactory in every point 


of view; satisfactory to admiral Col- 


‘poys, to lord Bridport, and to the 

ofession at large. ‘There were, 
Resides, other persons concerned 
in the inquiry ; the admiralty, the 
“commissioners of accounts, and other 
inferior boards, It would not im- 
pede, but accelerate operations. 
Riinisters, indeed, had shewn some 
consciousness of the necessity of a 
Back inquiry at least, by their pro- 
“ducing papers ; and the first thing 
to be remarked on these papers 


‘ 


Why were not orders given to ad- 
miral Colpoys to go off Cape Clear? 
And why were not more ships kept 
ready at Portsmouth? 

The ear] Fitzwilliam said, that 
where there had been blame, there 
ought to be inquiry. Some expres- 
sions that had been thrown out of 
‘‘ greater care being required for 
England than Ireland,” would make | 
a deep impression on the minds of 
the people of that country ; and he 
was sorry to have heard them, 

Lord Grenvilleassured their lord- 
ships, that they might get their minds 
at Mest on the subject of Ireland ; 

which, 
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wwhich,,so far from having been ne-, 
glected, had been the object of par- 
ticular attention. ‘The house hav- 
ing, divided on» lord Albemarle’s 
motion, it appeared that it was re+ 
jeeted by 74 against 14. : 

‘The noble secretary’s repeated 
assurances Tespecting the security, 
external and internal, of Ireland, 
were not satisfaétory to. the mém- 
bers in opposition to government, 
nor to, some not always or often in 
opposition, ia both houses of par+ 
liament.. Motions forinquiries into 
the internal state, and allaying the 
discontents, of {freland were made, 
and gave rise to animated and long 
debates in both houses. Of these 
debates, however, it would be un- 
necessary, andeven nugatory, to give 
other thana very summary account: 
as the explosion which soon after 
took place, throws greater light on 
the situation of Ireland than was, 
sat this time, enjoyed, proves or 
disproves the statements of facts, on 
which much of those debates was 
founded ; and, on the whole, sinks 
much of the interest in those tem- 
porary and temporizing in ae 

m the events which it produced, 
and the new spirt and order of 
affairs by which these have been 


succeeded. And here we shall take 


occasion, once for all, to observe, 
that in relating the transactions of 
parliament, it is not so much our 
object to display the eloquence of 
the different speakers, which would, 
swell our narrative to the size of 
several volumes,* as to pursue the 
thread, of the main reasoning on 
which the main’ decisions tuned, 


Now 


11797. 


or ou which, at arn get wer€ 


rested. 


“In the house of peers, the earl 
of Moira rose to’ make a motion; 


-of which, as usual in all similar 


cases, he had given previousnotice, 
respecting Ireland, on the tiventy= 
first of March. ‘The exordium of 
his lordship’s speech turned on the 
delicacy that was to be observed, 

in agitating questions in which. 
separate. and independent legisla- 
tures,;—in agitating questions in 
which the privileges and the in- 
dependence of each other, were 
involved. Yet, when urgent cases 
render interference’ necessary, the 
delicacy which may be observed,. 

may remove every jealousy which 


‘might otherwise be excited; and 


it would be meritorious for the 
different parties mutually to’ ma- 
nifest’ their attention, and their 
anxiety for objects in -which their 
common interests » were Concern 
ed. - On these grounds he had 
risen, for the purpose of 
moving a humble address to his 
majesty, that he would be gras 
ciously pleased to interpose his pa~ 
terial and beneficent interference, 
to remedy the discontents which 
prevailed in’ Ireland, and which 
create the most serious alarm for 
the dearest interests of that coun- 
try, end of the British empire.— 
The sextent and» rapid increase 
of the discontents which prevailed 
in. Lreland, were subjects of suf- 
ficient notoriety to form the ground 
of this proceeding. He should ab- 
stain, therefore, from an enumera- 
tion of the particulars which had 


- 


* The curiosity of knowing what was said, on such and such an occasion, by such 
and such a speaker, will be_ “best gratified by the newspapers and miaeaaines of the 
day 5 and the annual volumes of parliamentary Beha. 


come 
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come to his knowledge, . and of 
which, indeed, he had recently 
been witness. In addressing his 
“majesty, to the effect proposed, the 
house would not: only exercise ane 
ef its. most important, privileges, 
but fulfil one of its most important 
duties. If it appeared that the 
counsellors, more immediately about | 
his Thajesty’s_ person, his majesty’ $ 
ministers; had not given that ad- 


vice which was calculated to en- 


sure the happiness and prosperity 
of Ireland, it was the duty of their 
lordships to approach the throne 
with advice more wise and _salu- 
tary. But it might be said, What 
influence could “such an address 
carry with it, to change the coun- 
cils by which Ireland was govern- 
ed? To prove the influence of 
the British cabinet, he appealed to 
arecent fact: he meant the recall 
of the earl Fitzwilliam, at a time 
when all freland-concurred. i in the 
measures which he pursued, when 
that country gave the fairest pro- 
_spect of tranquillity, and the surest 
pledge of assistance and support 
to Britain, in the arduous circum- 
stances in which she was placed.— 
It might be asked, What plan he 


% wished to pursue? This, lord Moira, 


observed, was indicated in the mo- 


‘ment, would quickl 
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people with confidence in govern- 
call fortl» 
that fond affection of the inhabi- 
tants of Ireland to this country, 
which circumstances might.cloud, 
but could not extinguish ; inspire 
that zeal so necessary in the pre-~ 
sent moment ; and furnish those 
resources which were. requisite for 
the critical situation in which we 
were placed, and the arduous con- 
test in which we:,were engaged. 
On these,,grounds;he rested the 
motion which he was now to pro- 
pose: ‘* That a humble address 
be presented to his, majesty, pray- 
ing, that he would. be. graciously 
pleased to interpose his paternal 
and beneficent interference to allay 
the discontents which at. present 
subsist in-his kingdom of Ireland, 
and which threaten the dearest in- 
terests of the British empire.” 

Lord Grenville said, in reply to 
lord Moira, that his motion could 
not be adopted without breaking 
the solemn coittract which had been 
entered into between the two coun- 
tries ; without tearing asunder every 
boar of union and.connéction, and 
spreading distraction and, division 
between the members of the British 
empire. He should, therefore, give 
his decided opposition. to the pre- 


POKES 


tion, he was about to make, itself. 
When they addressed his majesty to 
interpose his pater nal care and be- 


sent motion, and every proposition 
of a similar tendency. The motioa 


fom 


Agia Ce 


mevolence, the known goodness of 
’ his nature left no room for doubt 
as to the result. It was by temper, 
_ equity, and good faith, that the 
distractions of Ireland were to be 
appeased, and their affections con- 
ciliated. No good could be ex- 
pected from a prosecution of the 
present system. He was confident, 
» however, that the adoption of mea- 
sures, calculated to impress the 


he considered, first, as unnecessary 
secondly, as mischievous. Under i 
the first head he expatiated on the 
measures that had been taken by 
his majesty, in the course of a reign 
of thirty-six years, from year to 
year, to remove every ground of 
uneasiness or discontent which the 
situation of the [rish presented; the 
improved state of their commerce ; 
their full enjoyment of civil and 
religious liberty 5 the Catholics ad- 

. mitted 
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mitted to the enjoyment of their 
property ; a participation ‘in every 
eivil and social blessing, and even 
sharing in'the right of voting for 
members of parliament. Nor were 
the people of Ireland insensible or 
ungrateful for the benefits they had 
received : their good dispositions, 
and contentment with their situa- 
tion, he inferred from sundry cir- 
cumstances, particularly, their rea- 
diness to resist and repel the threat- 
~ened invasion. With regard to the 
mischievous tendency of the motion, 
lord Grenville remarked a distinc- 
tion between the subject of this, 
andthe cases of common interest, 
stated by lord’ Moira, which were 
fair objects of negociation. The 


motion was intended to’ be applied | 


to the internal state of Ireland, and 
even, if he understood it rightly, 
to the frame of its independent 
legislature. Though ‘the British 
legislature had restrained parliament 
from entertaining any bill which 
pretended, in any degree, to bind 
the inhabitants of Ireland; their 
lordships were now called upon to 
interfere in a point most exclusively 
relating to the internal state of that 
country. Such an interference was 
obyiously improper : it was, besides, 
impossible for them to proceed with 
sufficient information, which lay 
much more within the reach of their 
own legislature. Farther still, the 
interference of the British legisla- 
ture, instead of remedying the dis- 
contents which were alleged to 
prevail, would inflame them. It 
would induce the people of Ireland 
to imagine that their own legisla- 
ture was indifferent to their wel- 
fare, and thus stir up the divisions 
which it was its object to appéase. 
As the British legislature had given 
to Ireland the blessings of a free 


constitution, the best way to fix 
their attachment to it, was, to en- 
gage their confidence in its favour. 
The earl Fitzwilliam admitted the 
improved state of Ireland. But 
whatever circumstances might have 
contributed to that prosperity, still 
there might remain room for some- 
‘thing farther to be done. The 
noble sécretary had said, that the 
people of Ireland were not distracted 
and disconteuted, but tranquil and 
happy. Was it a proof of this, that 
acts of indemnity had been passed, 
in the Irish parliament, for proceed= 
ings beyond the law, which must. 
have been called for by a conduct 
not very consistent ‘with tranquil- 
lity ? If no circumstances of dis- 
order appeared, why were whole 
parishes, baronies, and eyen coun- 
ties, declared to be out of the 
king’s peace? It was likewise 
stated in the proceedings of the 
government in Ireland, that they 
were, in certain districts, disarming 
the people, from which it was 
evident they had been in arms. 

The earl of Liverpool, after re- 
peating and approving the reason- 
ing of lord Grenville, put the case 
of a motion being made, in the 
Irish parliament, for the purpose 
of inducing it to inteifere in the 
discussion of the great question of 
parliamentary reform, or Catholic 
toleration in this country. How, 
he asked, would such a motion be 
taken by the British parliament? 
The motion, before their lordships, 
seemed to him to be as mischie-~ 
yous in its tendency, as unconsti- 
tutional in its principle, wherefore 
he would give it his most decided 
negative, 

The earl of Moira granted, that 
the legislature of Ireland was inde- 
pendent, but still maintained, that 

in 
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in every matter where the common 
interests of both countries were 
concerned, the British legislature 
had a right to interfere. He ad- 
mitted, also, the advantages which 
Treiand had enjoyed, under the 
auspicious reign of his present ma- 
jesty. But why should it be for- 
gotten, that, notwithstanding all the 
generous liberality which the Irish 
had experienced from their sove- 
reign. there was still a part of the 
boon unbestowed ? Was the house 
to be informed that the catholics 
of Ireland insisted on their right of 
being elected members of the le- 
gislature, on the ground, that if 
they had some of their body in 
parliament, the persecutions which 
have existed would not have taken 
place ? But here, perhaps, it would 
be said, that he was speaking of 
persecutions as vaguely as he had 
done of discontents ; and that the 
one had as little foundation as the 
other. He knew, however, no 
fewer than ninety-one house-holders 
who had been banished from one of 
his own estates, after being plunder- 
ed of their property, and some of 
them wounded in their persons. 
Of the existence of discontents he 
enumerated many proofs of the same 
kind with those that had been stated 
by the earl Fitzwilliam. 
The earl of Guildford could not 
admit that ministers had shewn any 
attention to the interests of [reland, 


 sinee the recall of the earl Fitz- 


william. If the advice proposed 
was not necessary to the king, of 
whose paternal care for his people 
he entertained no doubt, it was 
highly requisite to his ministers. 

The earl Spencer was of » pinion, 
that, if lord Moira meant to do any 
suistantial good by his motion, he 
ought to have gone much farther, 
Vor. XXX1X, 
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and pointed out not only the nature 
of the discogtents of the Irish na- 
tion, but the kind of measures 
which ought to be resorted to for 
removing them. _ 

The marquis of Lansdowne said, 
that; 4f the present was a subject 
of delicacy, ministers were the 
cause of it. There was nobody 
less inclined to question, or to in- 
fringe upon, the independence of 
the Irish legislature than he was ; 
but there was a great difference 
between infringing dpon that inde- 
pendence and acting in their capa- 
city, as the great hereditary council 
of the king. The docitine, which 
ministers had held forth, he was in-’ 
clined to think, was much more 
calculated to foment jealousiés be- 
tween the two legislatures than the 
motion of the noble lord, were it 
carried into effect. Che lord-lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, as a minister, was 
accountable to the British as well 
as to the Irish parliament ; and, 
therefore, they had a right to watch 
ove; the measures of his administra- 
tion, and to censure or adyise him 
as they might deem proper. The 
noble secretary had entered into a 
pompous and elaborate* display of 
the advantages which Ireland had 
enjoyed under the reign of the pre- 
sent king. But he would ask him 
whether the immunities which had 
been granted to Ireland had not 
been tuily justified by the conse- 
quences; and that, too, after they 
had been refused by their own legis- 
lature? [t was in the recollection of 
almost every nobie lord, that, when 
@ petition was presented to the Irish 
parliament, by a numerous and re- 
spectable body of that kingdom,the 
prayer of itwas rejected, with some. 
thing little short of indignation; but 
when deputies were sent over to 

[Rj this. 
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this country, they were graciously 
received, and their mission was at- 
tended with its desired effect. He 
confessed, that upon the state of 
Treland, he did not possess such ac- 
curate information as some of their 
Jordships, but he had heard that 
some of the catholics had formerly 
been persecuted, by the protestants, 
in a horrid manner ; that the for- 
mer had been driven, by a small 
number of the latter, from their 
habitations inthe north, but were 
now returning; that the protes- 
tants were now rebuilding those 
houses that had been destroyed, 
and thatan union was now forming 
between them, which, if not ate 
tended to in time, might be pro- 
ductive ofthe most alarming effects. 
There were two descriptions of 
men in Ireland : The first descrip- 
tion were weil known for their 
daring spirit;' there were not want- 
ing persons among them celebrated 
jn arms, in arts, and even in litera- 
ture; they were men over whom 
courts ceuld never have any influ- 
ence, and who were to beled, not 
driven—Such were the men in the 
‘north of Ireland. ‘The whole south 
was characterized by unruly pas- 
sions, which were always the promi- 
nent features of men unemployed, 
What the.event might be, it was 
impossible tosay ; he warned them, 
however, ‘that it might be such as 
to shake the empire to its centre ! 
and was a subject which involved 
- Such consequences to be set aside 
by, a few words about the indepen- 
dence of the Irish parliament? an 
_ €xpression, which, till of late years, 

used never to be heard of from mi- 
_ nisters!. Fhe motion now before 
- their lordships was couched in terms 
so wise, so prudent, and so moderate, 
_ that he-ceuld scarcely have-suppo- 
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sed that it could have been object- 
ed to. What was its purpose ? It 
said, to his majesty, “ sire, you have, 
by a happy conduct, attached the 
people of Iveland to your family 
and government, by the same 
liberal and geuerous conduct by 
which your grandfather gained the 
affections of the highlands of Scot- 
Jand. There is but one small 
cause of discontent still remaining, 
and it is only necessary that you 
follow up those wise and salu- 
tary measures, which you have hi- 
theito acted upon, to remove it.” 


‘This was al] that the motion pro- 


posed. If it was done in time, the 
measures might besuccessful ; but, 
it cught to be recollected, that the 
longer the delay, the greater the 
danger. 

The earl of Darnley observed, 
that the motion before their: lord- 
ships, though couched in very ge- 
neral terms, and not appearing in 
itself to point to any specific ob- 
ject, yet, by the explanation given 
of it, by the Jords who spoke in its 
favour, evidently pointed to the 
emancipation (asit was called) of the 
catholics. He thought there might 
be cases in which their lordships 
interference might he justifiable. 
but that the present was not one of 
then. There were discontents in 
Ireland; but by no means among 
the general mass of the people. 
The popular cry of catholic eman- 
cipation was made use of for cover- 
ing desigus for subverting, govern- 
ment. ' 

he duke of Bedford was sorry 


tosay, that theis lordships had toe 


often listened to the trifling argu- 
ments and shifts of ministers, when 
any charge was exhibited against 
them, in that house., They must 
cease tO listen to those shifts, if it 

5 was 
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was their object to save the state 
from ruin. But it might be asked, 
what it was that he thought likely 
to restore happiness to the people 
of Ireland? “Restore to the peo- 
ple of Ireland the person you have 
revaled ; give back to them the 
man whom, they have tried, and 
whom they, admire; act on the 
principles. on which he acted, and 
then discontents will cease: if you 
do not, God only knows into how 
much more dreadful a state that 
unhappy country may be reduced.” 

Lord Grenville was of opinion, 
that the remedy proposed by the 
noble duke would have a tendency 
to create that which he seemed to 
dread: a disturbance in Ireland ; 
for, that must necessarily be the 
tendency of recalling the present 
lord-lieutenant of that kingdom. 
If the ta'ents, the virtues, and the 
exertions, of that noble lord were 
not sufficient to preserve the tran 
quillity of Ireland, he believed it 
would be out of the power of any 
other individual whatever. 

The earl of Moira rose up to 
make a few observations on the 
main point in question: the con- 
tentment or discontentment of the 
people. of Ireland. As their lord- 
ships could not try the veracity of 
one noble lord against another, the 
only way they had to decide, was, 
to refersto facts. His lordship 
again appealed to the various facts 


already mentioned or alluded to,’ 


by himself and the earl Fitzwilliam : 
parishes and whole counties out of 
the king’s peace, and disarined : 
insurrections in divers places, rour- 
murs of discontent in all; and a 
general assembly within fifty yards 
of the castle of Dublin, headed by 
persons whose talents and characters 
were of the very first class, and 
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who, after the most matute delibe- 
ration that could be had on such an 
occasion, resolved and declared it 
to be their firm persuasion, that 
there was no chance for the salva- 
tion of Ireland, without an intire 
aud immediate change in the whole 
system of executive government. 
After this, the house divided ; and 
the noble earl’s motion was rejected 
by 72 against 20. 

Two days after this decision, in 
the house af peers, tle same subject, 
that is, the general state of Ire- 
land, was introduced, into the house 
of commons, by Mr. Fox, who pre- 
faced his speech by calling to mind 
the part he had taken im the recog- 
nition of the complete independence 
of Ireland, and how much he na- 
turally considered himself to be 
bound, in a particular manner, to 
follow up the principle on which 
it was founded. Though a variety 
of circumstances had concurred io 
produce the present distarbances 
in Ireland, he confined his obser- 


‘yations to two or three leading 


points. These were, whether, in 
consequence of the concessions that 
had been made tu Ireland, she had, 
in fact and substance, enjoyed the 
advantazes of an independent le- 
gislature ? Whether, in that form of 
a free constitution which they ob- 
tained, the people possessed that 
political sveignt to which they were 
entitled ? And, whether, their just 


-voice and influence had been pro- 


moted, by the alteration which had ~ 
been effected? The people of Ire. 
Jand were divided into two, though 
these unequal classes, the catholics 
and the protestants: neither of 
which enjoyed their just share of 
political power and _ influence, 
About nine years ago, a regular 
system was devised for enslaving 
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person of high consideration was 
known to say, that, 500,0001. had 
been expended to quell an opposition 
in Ireland, and that as much more 
must be expended, in order to bring 
the legislature of that country to a 
proper temper. This systematic 
plan of corruption was followed up 
by a suitable system of measures. 
It had been the system of govern- 
ment, by the sale of peerages, to 
raise a purse for purchasing the re- 
presentation of the people of Ireland. 
It was offered to be proved, by Mr. 
Grattan, in the Irish house of com- 
mons, that one half, or even a ma- 
jority, of that house were creatures 
of the crown. The manner in which 
the political situation of Ireland at 
that time, was viewed, by the Irish 
nation, wasto this effect +  yonhave 
granted us an independent legisla- 
ture : independent certainly of your 
parliament, but dependent on your 
executive government.” Another 
proof of this substantial dependence 
on government was exhibited in the 
manner in which the demands .of 
the catholics had, at different times, 
been treated. ‘Their petitions, for 
a redress of some of the most op- 
pressive grievances, had been rejec- 


ted with haughtiness and insult. Tt 


was usual, Mr. Fox said, for men 
of consideration, in Ireland, to talk 
as if what had been cone for ‘the 
catholios was an act of necessity, 
which, on a fit occasion, would be 


recalled: Hostile suspicions were _ 


insinuated, not only against the 
lower order of catholics, but against 
men of the first respectability for 
character and fortune, and whose 
loyalty could not be questioied. 
Numbers were taken up'for high 
treasOn; and, when acquitted, it 
appeared that no ground of suspi- 
cicn could ever have been enter- 


tained against them. What could 
be the effect of such proceedings, 
but to convince the catholics, that 
the concessions in their favour were 
extorted? that the hostile mind 
still existed, and that they were still 
marked out as the victims of the 
most cruel proscriptions and op- 
pressions ? Private animosities, too, 
arose, and produced those different 
classes of disturbers of the public 
peace, about which so much had 
been said. The remedies applied 
tended to foment the disease. The 
authority of the laws was super- 
seded, ''Those against whom it was 
thought convictions could be pro- 
cured were taken up; and those 
whom it would have been impossible 
to convict were transported, in'great 
numbers, without the ceremony of 
a trial, or the form of convic- 
tion. 
I know, said Mr. Fox, anopinion 
has gone forth, that the catholics 
have no eubstantial grievances to 
complain of ; and, that the presby - 
terians have still less. It is said, 
that the catholics can vote for mem- 
bers of parliament, and that they 
are not distinguished from the pro- 
testants, otherwise than by an ex- 
clusion from being members of par- 
‘liament, and from the high offices 
of state. If this were all, I should 
still say, they have a right to all 
the privileges possessed by the pro- 
testants. And to exclude them still 
from these, in their fullextent, is a 
proof of continued hostility. But 
jet us consider the matter in another 
point of view. It is invidiously ob- 
jected by goverament, to the catho- 
lics, that it is not civil hberty, but 
power and emolument that they’ 
pursue, To this I could answer for 
the’catholics, yes; nor is it any dis- 
credit to ‘then to, be actuated by 
such, 
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auch a desire. Civil liberty.can have 
no security without political power. 
I know that distinctions have been 


' made between civil and _politicat 


liberty, and Ladmic that it is possible 
for whole classes, whole casts, of 


' men to enjoy the one without pos- 


4 


sessing the other. Still, however, 
I assert, that it can enly be by suf- 
-ferance. The catholics, therefore, 
may justly say, that it is not this or 
that concession which will satisfy, 
bat that which alone can give them 
security for its continuance. But 
it is objected to the cathelics, that 
they are not only ambitious of pow- 
-er, but desirous of emolument. 
Why should not they who contribute 
so largely to the support of govern- 
ment be desirous of sharing in the 
emolument which it bestows? Are 
the catholics to be told, by a few 
monopolizing politicians,. who. en- 
gross all places, all reversions, all 


_patronages, “oh! you base catho- 


jics, ye think of nothing but your 
private emolument ;) you perverse 
‘generation, who have already been 
permitted to vote for members of 
parliament, are you so base as'to 
urge the disgraceful demand of a 
share in personal emoluments? ” 
The catholics ave men, and to be 
governed by the common: motives 
that actuate humao nature. For 
a small and interested minority to 
imagine, that they can monopolize 
all advantages to themselves, isa 
pretension which will not .be ad- 
mitted: maukindare; not to be 
_ treated in this manner, and it is not 
now-a-days that such claims will 
pass currert in the world... It has 
-been said, that the catholics areen- 
vtitled, to vote forymembers of par- 
-liament.,, But, except in the coun- 
ties, Mr. Fox, observed, the repre- 


_  geatation of Ireland was in’ what vis 
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here known by the name of close 
corporations. The catholics were 
carefully excluded from the corpo- 
rations; so that their privilege of 
voting for members, of parliament 
was almost entirely evaded. 

Mr. Fox came next to consider 
the grievances of the presbyterians, 
the most numerous class by far in 
the north of Ireland. The dis- 
contents of the inhabitants of the 
northern parts of Ireland arise from 
two causes: one of them was the 
temporary pressure of a war, in 
whieh they were involved without 
interest in the .contesi, and the dis- 
tresses which the calamities, with 
which -it had b-en attended; had 
entailed upon their trade and com- 
merce; the other had been the 
abuses which they conceived to 
exist in the constitution by which 
they are governed. ‘The: constitu- 
tion of Ireland, they complain, does 
not resemble that of Great Britain ; 
they have nota legislature by which 
the people are even virtually re- 
presented: and, as to political. li- 
berty, they enjoy as small a portion 
of it as those who live under: mo- 
narchies, in which the principles 
of freedom have never .been intro- 
duced... Whoever imagined that a 
practical resemblance exists between 
the government of Ireland and the 
English constitution, would find, 

tbat the. [rish government was a 
mirror in which the abuses of this 
constitution were strongly reflected. 
The jobbing system of influence 
and patronage, for purposes of per- 
sonal advantage, in dreland, wasan 
pavnse: which totallyndestroyed the 
spiritiof the form of iovernment, 
and) was an abuse not to ‘be en- 
dared. «To sappose: that a large, 
industrious, active, and intellige.it, 

~ body of men can’ be) governed 

(R3] against 
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against the principles they had im- 
bibed, and the prejudices by which 
they were guided, was an idea 
which history and human nature 
proved to be absurd. What, said 
Mr. Fox, is the actual situation of 
affairs with respect toJreland ? You 
have raised enormous burtbens both 
in England and Ireland; you have 
_ produced .great discontents. In 

fact, we are now precisely at the 
point in which we stood, in 1774, 
with America; and, the question 
is, whether we are to attempt to 
retain Ireland by force, instead of 
gaining her by concessions, and a 
full communication of all the bless- 
ings of a free constitution? Mr. 
Fox, having spoken highly of the 
administration and popularity of the 


earl Fitzwilliam, in Ireland, said, - 


that he could scarcely conceive that 
any objection could be urged against 
the motion he was about to make, 
in point of form. The isterests of 
this country and of Ireland ‘were 
thesame, — Its affairs were conduct- 
ed by ministers, and the British ca- 
binet, and it was the privilege of 
that house to advise his majesty, If 
he were to justify the measure by 
precedent, he might quote the case 
of an impeachment of the earl of 
Lauderdale, by the English par- 
liament, before the union, for the 
conduet of the government of Scot- 
land. But why, said Mr. Fox, 
should I speak of forms, when the 
consequences of the discontents in 
Ireland may be a contest to be sup- 
ported by Englishmen, and English 
money ? J shal] therefore move, 

‘© That an humble address. be 
presented to his majesty, that his 
majesty will be graciously pleased 
to take into his royal consideration 
the disturbed state of his kingdom 
of Ireland, and to adopt such hea‘- 
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ing and lenient measures as may 
appear to his majesty's wisdom 
best calculat-d torestore tranquillity, 
and to conciliate the offections of 
all descriptions of his majesty’s 
subjects, in that kingdom, to’ his 
majesty’s person and government.” 
This motioa was seconded, in a 
short, but very elcgant as well as 


animated, speech, by 


Sir Francis Burdett, who said, 
whoever has the slightest informa- 
tion, concerning the situation of | 
Treland, must admit the propriety 
of this motion ; but, without ha- 
ving beem an eye-witness to the 
effects produced by tae measures of 
the minister of that country, it is 
impossible to have an adequate idea 
of the magnitude of the evils arising 
fromthem. Whoever has seen Ire- 
land, bas seen a country where the 
fields are desolated, and the prisons 
overflowing with the victims of op- 
pression ; hasseen the shocking con- 
trast between a profligate extrava- 
gant governmentandan enslaved and ~ 
impoverished people. Qne person 
now immured within the wails of a 
dungeon in Dublin Castle, I have 
the honour to be connected with : 
for honour as well as happiness [ 
shall ever esteem it. “ After a warm 
panegyric’on the public and private 
virtues of Mr.O’Connor, sir Francis 
said, when such men become objects 
of hatred, and fear to government, 
it is not difficult to ascertain the 
nature of that government. But 
perhaps, sir, 1 may be charged with 
speaking more like a discontented 
Irishman than a true friend to the 
interests of England. Sir, I speak 
like a friend to humanity and li- 
berty, and like an enemy to cruelty 
and oppression. J believe the in- 
terests of Ireland and of this coun- 
try to be the same. I believe it 
for 


that both should be free. 
_was.said, by a great man, respect- 
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for the interest of both countries, 


What 


ing America is still more applicable 
with respect to Ireland: ‘I rejoice, 
said lord Chatham, in the resistance 
of America, because I believe three 
millions of men enslaved in that 
country would become the proper- 
est instruments for enslaving this,”’ 
There is, sir, in my opinion, one 
way, and only one, for saving Ire- 
Jand and England: that is to divest 
the present minister of that power 
which he has so long and so fatally 
abused, and to call him to a strict 
account for his conduct, before the 
tribunal of his country. If we 
have not resolution, if we have not 
energy, if we have not the means 
to accomplish this, I know not 
whether the country can be saved ; 
but this £ know, that it is 
not worth saving. After the able 
speech that we have just heard, I 
shall content myself with seconding 
the motion. 

’ Mr. Pitt asked Mr. Fox whether 
the parliament, by which the inde- 
pendence of Ireland was recognized, 

vas more accommodating to the 
wishes of the dissenters of the north, 
or to the catholics of the south,than 
those ofa subsequent period? Quite 
the contrary. Whatever altera- 
tion had since taken place tended 
more and more to include both dis- 
senters and catholics within the pale 
of both civil and political liberty, 
than the principle recognized in 
1782. But the main pillar of bis 
defence of ministers, in their con- 
duct towards Ireland, and ground 
of his objection to the present mo- 
tion, wasthe unconstitutionality, the 
impropriety, and the dangers, to 
be apprehended from the inter- 
ference of the British parliament 


~ 
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in the affairs of Ireland; topics.on 
which he expatiated with ‘his usual 
ability ; but in which it is unneces- 
sary to follow him, as we have seen 
them already discussed in the de- 
bates in the uppet house. As to 
the main concession to be made, by 
way of remedy to the discontents 
and disturbances in Ireland, that of 
allowing to the catholics the privi- 
lege of sitting in parliament, this 
could not be done, without reversing 
the whole of its present form, and 
new-modelling the constitution from 
beginning to end: and, to make this 
change when such principles were 
abroad in the world, and were even 
prevalent in the country in which 
we lived, would be attended with 
the most dangerons consequences. 

Colonel Fullarton, who had just 
come from Scotland, and that part 
of it which almost touches on Ire- 
land, was astonished to find, in the 
metropolis, such an apparent indif- 
ference to the most alarming dan- 
gers; and wondered that so much 
time should be spent in debate, and 
so little in military preparation. 
General Hoche would find, in Uls- 
ter alone, 50,000 Irishmen united,, 
with pikes in their hands, and arms 
conceaied, busily employed in secret 
discip!ine,in order to qualify them- 
selves for re-inforemg the French 
ariny. 

Mr. Courtenay believed, that 
there were, in Ulster, 50,000 men 
with arms in their hands, ready to 
receive the French ; but not to sup- 
port them. ‘The people in that 
province, almost all presbyterians, 
had a strong spirit of liberty, and 
were attached to the popular, or; 
what had been called, the republi- 
can, branch of the constitution; yet 
they were not to be confounded 
with jacobins and banditti. 


[R4] Lord 
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Lord Hawkesbury repeated and 
applauded the arguments of Mr. 
ee eae 

Mr. Curwen thought that the 
present motion was so far from be- 
ing mischievous, that even the dis- 
cussion it had occasioned, would do 
good, inasmuch as it would shew 
the Irish nation, that there was a 
part, at least, of the British parlia- 
ment, who were mindful of their 
interests. ar a 

Lord Wycombe thought that the 
disturbances, which had taken place 
in Ireland, manifestly proved a diss 
affection to the British government. 
Conciliation, instead of rigour, 
should have been tried; for it was 
time enough to employ force when 
mildnessfailed. He could have wish- 
ed that the Irish parliament had been 
left, for the settlement of affairs, to 
themselves. But that, he wellknew 
that, being for the most part, at the 
beck of the English cabinet,theyhad 
lost the confidence of the nation, 


He really dreaded that, if the Brie 
tish parliament did not interfere, 
we might lose Treland altogether: a 
loss that would be more severe to 
us than the loss of America. 

Mr, Benjamin Hobhouse made 
the following shrewd remark; that 
the cfisateltor of the exchequer 
seemed to have presumed in the 
whole train of his reasoning, that it 
was the object of the present motion 
to request the king’s interference, 
exclusively of his Irish  parlia- 
ment. No, sir. It only prays his 
majesty, in connexion withthe Jrish 
legislature, to adopt measures of a 
lenient nature, with a view to ap- 
pease the unhappy spirit of discon- 
tent which prevailed throughout 
the country. 

Mr. Fox madesome observations 
in reply to the principal arguments 
that had been advanced against his 
motion ; on which the house di- 
vidgd. Ayes, 84; Noes, 220, 
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Petitions for the Dismission of Ministers.—Motion to that Effect in the 

- House of Lords.—And in the House of Commons.— Motion in the House 

of Commons for a Reform of Parliament.— Motion in. the House.of Peers 
for considering the State of the Nation.—Prorogation of Parliament. 


Ty the midst of so many difficul- 
ties and dangers as assailed Great 
Britain at the same time in the 
stormy year, 1797, it was not possi- 
ble that government, to whom, in 
every country, the people are apt to 
impute more than a just share of 
either the good or the evil that be- 
fallsthem, couldescape public andse- 
vere animadversion, Petitions were 


presented for the removal of his 


majesty’s ministers, from almost 
every county, city, and town of note 


in England and Ireland.* The ge- 


‘neral dissatisfaction at the conduct 
of ministers, which, from the num- 
‘ber and tenor of these petitions, ap- 


peared to prevail throughout the 


‘ation, encoutaged the opposition- 


party, in parliament, to bring for- 
ward motions for a change in the 
administration. 


in the house of peers, that he con- 
sidered it as his duty to himself, his 
family, his king, and his country, to 


‘moye, “ That a humble address 


might be addressed to his majesty, 


humbly requesting him to dismiss 


from his councils, his minister, the 


first lord of the treasury, whose per- 


On the 27th of ' 
“March, the earl of Suffolk declared, 


nicious measures had deprived him 
of the confidence of the country.” 

Lord Grenville opposed this mo- 
tion, and warmly defended his rela- 
tion and friend, who, he contended, 
had neither lost the confidence of 
the most respectable part of the pub- 
lic, nor deserved to do so. That the 
‘allies had riot been so successful as 
they expected, he was ready to ad~ 
mit; and also that’ such accidents 
had happened as were incidental 
to all wars: but he hoped all parties 
would acknowledge that the exer- 
tions of this country had been un-' 
paralleled in the page of history, 
and had been attended with un- 
paralleled success. Our naval vic- 
tories had been more brilliant than 
ever before distinguished any age 5 
and it appeared peculiarly hard, that 
all the honour, praise, and glory, 
should be ‘reaped by individuals, 
whilst the censure, and all the re- 
sponsibility were thrown on minis- 
ters. 

The duke of Norfolk, in answer 
to lord Grenville, who had insinua- 
ated that thecharges brought against 
Mr. Pitt, were not substantiated on 

facts, said that proofs of his misma~ 


oe * For specimens of which, see Appendix to the Chronicle, page 84. 


nagement 


250] ANNUAL: REGIST E R,2 1997. 


nagement and misconduct were 
every where, They presented them- 
selves to every tye, and made an 
impression on every heart. They 
composed a living epitaph on'the 
infatuation of ministers, and, in the 
language applied to the memory of 
sir Christopher Wren, pointing to 
the cathedral of St. Paul’s, he might 
exclaim 
Si monumentum queris circumspice. 
The motion was farther supported 
by the earl of Derby, the earl of 
Moira, the earl of Carlisle, and the 
duke of . Bedford: but opposed 
briefly, and on the usual grounds of 
defence, by lord Romney, the mar- 
quis of Townshend, the earl of War- 
wick, aud again by lord Grenville. 
‘The most remarkable circumstance 
that occurred in the course of this 
short discussion on the conduct of 
ministers, and the state of the nation, 
.was, a very generous plan for car- 
rying on the war, suggested by lord 
Romney. This was to set on foot 


a subscription for a voluntary gift, © 


as far as. the generosity and circum- 
stances of individuals would allow. 
He wonld himself subscribe five 
thousand pounds, and thought that 
there would be easily found a hun- 
dred thousand who would subscribe, 
each their one hundred, _ besides 
others who would subscribe small 
sums. Such a, measure, if carried 
into execution, would counteract any 
‘impression which might be made on 
the I'rench government to our _dis- 


advantage by the desponding ideas. 


of some as to our state, or by the 
Janguage of others as to the conduct 
of our ministers. 

Lord Moira applauded. the plan 
of lord Romney, and did not doubt 
but it might produce a considerable 
sam of money: but it was a question 
how far the house of commons might 


approve of moncy being raised to 
carry on the war, through any 
other channel than their own. 

The marquis of Lansdewne said, 
on this subject, that any one who 
perused the army extraordinaries 
would find milhons squandered in 
the most improvident manner, and 
asked, what the noble lord’s sub- 
scription of 5000/. would do to stop 
such flood-gates? As to the motion 
for dismissing the minister, he did not 
much approve of it. The change 
he desired was not a change of 
men, but in the system of govern- 
ment, which ought to be conducted 
on the old constitutional principles 
of the country. 

On a division of the house, there 
appeared for lord Suffolk’s motion, 
16 ; against it, 86. 

A motion for the dismissal, rot 


particularly of the first lord of the 


treasury, but of his majesty’s minis= 
ters in general, was made in the 
house of commons, on the 19th of 
May, by alderman Combe, who 
stated it to be the general opinion 
of the people of this country, as well 


as that of his constituents, that the 


calamities which pressed so hard 
upon the people were, in a great 
measure, if not wholly, owing tothe 
ministers having plunged us into 
the present war. This, he would 
not deny, at. the commencement, 
appeared to be popular: but it had 
long ceased to be so 3 to which no- 
thing had contributed so much, as 
the incapacity of those who carried 
it on. ‘The public, however, had 
never been informed“ of the real or 
even ostensible ground on which it 
had been undertaken: nor had they 
been able to obtain any fixed or 
settled principle by which their go- 
vernors had been guided. Some- 
times we were said to fight for one 


purpose, 
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purpose, sometimes for auother; and 
still we were.in the dark, though 
left alone in the contest. He was 
perfectly of opinion with his con- 
stituents, that :t required men of 
greater minds, and more upright in- 
tentions, to bring about peace, in 
our present circuimstances so essen- 
tially necessary. He therefore mov- 
ed, <‘ That an address be presented 
to his majesty, beseeching. him to 
dismiss from his councils his present 
ministers, as the most likely means 
of obtaining a permanent and 
Speedy peace.” 
- This motion was seconded by sir 
William Milner, and supported by 
Mr. Curwen, Mr. Taylor, Mr. 
Hobhouse, and Mr. Sturt. On the 
other hand it was opposed by Mr. 
Hawking Browne, the aldermen 
Anderson, Curtis, and Lushington, 
Mr. Bootle, Mr. Brandling, tir Gil- 
bert Heathcote, Mr. Adams, Mr. 
Jeffereys, Mr. Pierrepoint, and-Mr. 
Burdon. Ona subject so often dis- 
cussed, as the merit or demerit of the 
minister, and particularly the policy 
or impolicy of the war, in its origin 
and conduct, there could not well 
be very much length of debate, at 
this period, at once new and im- 
portant. It was not improper for 
the diilerentspeakers tocallto mind, 
in the discussion of agreat question, 
arguments that hadbeen urged again 


* In allusion to the protracted trial of Mr. 


‘had been carried. 
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and again, evento triteness. But it 
might appear tedious, and would be 
improper to give so many-editions 
of the same topics and arguments 
in a written volume. In ali ques- 
tions of importance, whether re!a~ 
ting tothe stateof the bank, the state 
of Ireland, the origin and conduct of 
the war, or negociations for peace, 
the general plan or system of minis- 


-terjal management, was constantly 


introduced. We shall therefore con- 
tent ourselves; asin some former in- 
stances, with a very general outline 
of what passed in the house ofcom-+ 
mons on the present occasion. Mr. 
Hawkins Browne took a full, as 
well as methodical and,clear view of 
the conduct of administration for 
the last twelve years, and, on a re- 
view of the whole, declared his ap- 
probation oftheir measures. To the 


‘present administration he ascribed 


our enjoyment of the three greatest 
blessings that could be possessed: li- 
berty, internal tranquillity, and ge- 
neral prosperity. Juries had been 
invested with the right, which had 
been disputed, of judging of all the 
circumstances of the case, in point 
of law, as well as fact. It was un- 
der the auspices of the present ad- 
ministration, and againstevery high 
and powerful authority, that the 
continuance of an impeachment* 
It was under 

the 


Js 
Hastings. For an account of the probs- 


ble motives that formed, or in the modern phraseology, organized the coalition between 
the ministers and the prosecutors of Mr. Hastings, which Mr. Browne ascribes, on the 
part of the minister, to a veneration for liberty, see Memoirs of the late War in Asia, 
Vol. I.p. 861. The high authority towhich Mr. Browne here alludes, is lord Thar- 
low. Of the past coalition mentioned, as wel! as of the trial and acquittal of Mr. Has- 
tings, a periodical writer, in a monthly journal, writes as follows. ‘A prosecution 
that sprung out of party-intrigues, that was protracted, by a thousand artifices, toa 
term disgraceful to the jurisprudence of Great Britain, terminating in an honourable ac- 
_ quittal, and yetin its lingering operation, and final result, inflicting on a patriot (if that 

. name 
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the same administration, that the 
bill, so obnoxious to the people of 
Canada, had been repealed, and a 
‘system of freedom established in its 
stead. Even the abuses of liberty had 
een totiched with a lenient hand ; 
and the bill, for preventing and pu- 
nishing sedition had been limited to 
_the-term of two years ; nor had they 
prevented mectings for any: purpose 
within the number of fifty. Mr. 
Browne then proceeded to notice 
thesecond point; tranquillity, This, 
he said; had always, been so clear, 
from the excellent measures adopted 
by ministers, that any illustration of 
St would be unnecessary. Mr. 
Browne, on the third point, the ge- 
-neral,prosperity of the country, dl- 
vided this head, into. two periods: 
_the first from 1784,'to 1792; the 
.cond, from 17.92, to the present mo- 
‘ment, In the first period, by means 
»of his, great financial abilities, he 
_raised the funds from 64 to 98. In 


_the same proportion with the funds, - 


the trade,.commerce, manufactures, 
-agriculture, industry, and ingenuity 
of the country, kept equal pace in 
their increase of general prosperity, 
and the country had arrived at the 
-most unexampled height of happi- 


3 


ness. The other period, to which 
he had now to allude, he was sorry 
to say, was a very painful reverse. 
‘Those political evils, however, by 
whichit had been occasioned, were 
entirely owing to the French revo- 
lution. The country owed every 
thing to the ministry for entering 
into the present war: for, by that, 
he believed, and by that alone, they 
had kept the scene of action entirely 
from this country, 0 
Mr. alderman Curtis shrewdly 


_ remarked, that the instructions give 


en to his worthy friend, and col- 
league, by his constituents, were to 
move for an address to his majesty 
to dismiss, from’ his councils, his 
present weak and wicked ministers 
for ever, Now, said the alderman, 
his-worthy friend had left the words 


weak aid wicked out of his motion, 


(even though he professed himself 
bound to act according to the in+ 
structions of his constituents) which 
plainly shewed that he did not think 
they wereso. | 

-Mr, alderman Anderson’ believed, 
‘‘there were a great many men, 
without doors, who were very bad 
indeed, and who wanted _ to, intro- 
duce anarchy and confusion.” For 


“nam¢ can yet be used without unfortunate associations of ideas) of the most splendid 
«talents. and amiable virtues, a confinement of ten years, and ajfine in fact, in his law 
expences, nearly equal-to the whole of his fortune. While all parties of men, concurring 
in the worship of the rising sun, though rather under a cloud, agree to the repeated pay- 
“ment of debts, incurred, not by the exercise of either public or private virtae—can it 
be endured, that a base union of envy, jealousy, disappointment, and resentment, shall 
pursue Mr. Hastings with hostilevengeance, after the importance of his public services 
is universally admitted, and his innocence displayed in the light of noon day ? Who, 
then, will henceforth assume any degree of responsibility, even in order to. save his 
country from ruin ? Who will not be staggered in the discharge of his duty ? If this 
may expose him to that dreadful'instrument of vengednce, the law’s delay, wielded by 
his enemies, not only. w.thimpunity to themselves, and emolument,* but even witha 
temporary glitter of false glory and foolish acclamation.” Political Appendix to the 
English Review for May, 1795. : 


* Mr. Burke’s son was retained: at a great expence, as splicitor for the prosecution. 
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thisreason, he should givehis positive 
and hearty negative to the motion. 

Mr.Curwen confessed that he had 
never heard any arguments which 
could convince him that the prospe- 
rity of the country was at all owing 
to the present administration. | It 
was a common and often a baneful 
error to confound catises with colla- 
teral effects. Nothing could be more 
absurd, nor a greater proof of super- 
stitious veneration and weakness, 
than to ascribe all the blessings we 
enjoyed to the minister, and all the 
evils to causes which he could nei- 
ther foresee nor prevent. 

Mr. Hobhouse stated some strik- 
ing presumptions, not to say com- 
plete proofs, that in the present 
war we were the aggressors, and 
that ministers had missed many 
epportunities of making an honour- 
able peace. 

Mr. Sturt execrated the condact 
of ministers, in cheating the nation 
of their money. by pretended over- 
tures for peace ; in employing pri- 
sonérs notoriously attached to re- 
publicanism, for the re-establish- 
ment of monarchy in France ; 
whence the disaster at Quiberon : 
in sacrificing millions of moncy, 
and the flower of our army at St. 
Domingo, &c. He declared his 
conviction that the success, nay, 
the very existence of the country 
depended on the support of the 
present motion. ; 

. Mr. Burdon thought that 1 
dismissal of ministers was a mea- 
sure which would retard rather than 
accelerate peace, and, instead of 
allaying the present ferment in the 
public mind, kindle and foment 
distuibances. The question being 


impatiently called for, there were 


found, ayes 59, noes 242. 
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The attack on the principles and 
measures of the present ministers. 
was renewed, or rather continued, 
in the house of commons, under 
another form. ‘ 

On the twenty-sixth of May, Mr. 
Grey rose, in pursuance of previ- 
ous notice, to move for a reform 
in the representation of the people. 
After an exordium, contrasting our 
former prosperity with our. present, 
distress, and also,asserting the puri- 
ty and patriotism of his present.in- 
tentions, he expressed his wish that 
ourestablishment should remain asit 
was ; composed of lords and,com- 
mons. He proposed, that thecounty 
representation should remain nearly 
on the same footing: only, that in- 
stead of ninety-two county mem- 
bers, there should be one hundred 
and thirteen. For instance, instead 
of two for the county of York, there 
should be two for each riding ; and 
so in other counties, where the pre- 
sent representation was not propor- 
tionate to the extent of population. 
In order to put an end to compro: 
mises, each county, or riding, should 
be divided into grand divisions, each 
of which should return one fepre- 
sentative, With regard to the qua- 
lifications of electors, instead of 
confining the right of election to 
free-holders, it should be extended 
to copy-holders and lease-holders, 
who were bound to pay a certain 
annual rent, a certain number of 
years But the reform which he 
had to propose, in the other 
braneh of representation, was of a 
much more extensive nature. It 
was, that the remaining four hun- 
dred members should be return- 
ed by one description of persons, 
which were lyusesholders, If it 
were possible, one person should 

not 
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not be permitted te vote for more 
than one member of parliament. In 
order to prevent expence, the poll 
‘aught tobe taken through the whole 
kingdom at one time : this was the 
outline of his plan ; to state that it 
could be obtained at first with ex- 
actness, or was not liable to diffi- 
culties, would be presumptuous 
and absurd. But he flattered him- 
self there would be found no insu- 
perable or fundamental objections 
toit. The land-owner would find 
his property suitably represented ; 
the merchant support in the house- 
holders ; and men of respectability 
- and talents in the different profes- 
sions would find a fair door open 
for admission into parliament. ‘he 
only persons whom he wished to ex- 
clude from that house, were men 
who were neither possessed of land- 
ed property, nor engaged in com- 
mercial enterprize, nor professors 
of any particular science, and who, 
without property, without industry, 
and without talents, obtained seats 
in the house of commons, by the in- 
fluence of great men,.for the pur- 
pose, not of ‘consulting the good of 
the people, but of promotiug their 
own interests. 

Mr. Grey’s motion was seconded 
by Mr. Erskine, who, after an exor- 
dium relating to his own situation, 
principles, and feelings, topics to 
which he also returned, accordiig 
to his manner, in different parts of 
his speech, observed, that outof the 
motion which had been made, there 
arose, forthe consideration of the 
house, three questions; first, whe- 
ther the housé of commons, in its 
present frame and constitution, ful- 
tils the ends of its athee, in the Bri- 
tish government, so as té render any 
changein itexpedient? Bythe house 
of commons, said Mr. Erskine, Ide- 
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sire not to besupposed to speak of this, 
or of the last, or of those long past, 
or that may yet be elected, but of any 
possible house of commons, inits pre- 
sent frame and constitution. Second- 
ly, whether, supposing a reform in 
parliament to benecessary, the speci- 
fic propositionsulmitted to the house 
appears tq be salutary, practicable, 
and adapted to cure the evils com- 
plained of, so as to entitle it, to the 
ulterior consideraticn of the house in 
the form of a bill, to be brought be- 
fore us? Thirdly, whether, suppo- 
sing a reform in parliament to be ex- 
pedient, and the proposition made 
by the motion to be worthy of con- 
sideration, the present moment is 
seasonable forentertaining it? This 
Jast point is, indeed, a matter of the 
highest importance. The present is 
no common period, and pregnant 
with no common events. 

Mr. Erskine proceeded to shew, 
that from the gradual and still grow- 
ing influence of the crown, the house 
of commons had beeo peryerted, in 
fact, from its original office : which 
was, to balance the other branches of 
government; to watch with jealousy 
over the executive government, om 
the one hand, and to protect the po- 
pular privileges against theencroach- 
ments of aristocratic influence onth 
other. With regard to the secon 
point, the conclusion that he drew 
from a variety of just and ingenious” 
observations, was, that honest but 
visionary meu, confounding the une 
alienable rights of every man to ine 
terfere in the administration of ac- 
taal goverument, with the right to 
be well governed, imposed an actual 
tyranny upon the world jn their 
zeal for universal freédom: but 
that the system of his excelleat and 
enlightened friend, avoided that dan- 
gerous stumbling-block, and created 

a prac- 
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a practical government, on princi- 


ples which had no teudency to dis- 


organize society, or shake the esta- 
blishment of the nation. As to the 


~ last and most momentous point, that 


of time, Mr. Erskine’s opinion was, 
that the present moment for refor- 
mation was singularly and critically 
seasonable; and that those who 
seized on the times, as a foundation 


for objection, would lay the same 


hold on prosperity, if it were pro- 
posed, on the return. of peace. 

‘his opinion, by a variety of con- 
siderations, it must be owned, he 
rendered extremely probable. —But 
it was said, in. objection to the 
times, that there was, at the pre- 
sent moment, a dangerous dis- 
affection prevalent in the minds of 
men, to the government of ¢his 
country ; and that pestilent and de- 
structive theories had poisoned public 
opinion, against all monarchical con- 
stitutions. Admitting, said Mr. 
Erskine, for the sake of argument, 
that thesimputation of wide-spread 
disaffection is just, how is the evil 
to be remedied? If despair of ob- 
taining any moderate reform has 
driven any considerable numbers to 
republicanism, to whom is the fault 
to be imputed ?. Will any man de- 
ny, that the foundation of this spirit 
(whateyer may be its extent) was 
laid in the declarations of the right 
honourable gentleman himself, who 
affirmed, that it was impossible an 
upright or useful administration 
could exist, whilst the house was 
constituted as it is, and who has un- 
answerably illustrated the truth of 
‘his position, by the evidence of his 
own? Did the right honour- 
able gentleman imagine, that he 
could prescribe bounds beyond 
which this spirit should not pass? 
Did he imagine that he could plant 
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the root, and prevent the shoots 
from springing up? Does the right 
honourable gentleman think that he 
éan extinguish, in the minds of the 
people, that distrust of the present 
system of government which he 
himself has taught them to enter- 
tain? Or does he think by coercion 
to make them tamcly submit to 
those abuses which he himself was 
the foremost to expose? Does he 
think to guard the coastitution from 
violence, by persecuting those who 
would peaceably reform it? Does he 
think to silence the voice of com- 
plaint, bya sullen refusal to remedy 
the grievance? This road may be 
pursued for a season ; but the end 
thereof is death. Instead of inflam- 
ing by persecutivn, let me advise 
you to conciliate by seasonable con- 
cession. The system of terror can 
neither remove nor silence a deep- 
rooted and well-founded discontent. 
Let me conclude with repeating 
again, that the condition of this 
country renders a reform most criti- 
cally seasonable. The’nation stands 
in the most perilous predicament ;. 
government is forced to call upon 
the people for greater exertions than 
at former times. Burdens which 
appeared impracticable, even in 
speculation, are now to be carried 
into practical effect. This must be 
done, either by affection, or by co- 
ercion ; and this is the moment for 
the choice. Give the people the 
blessings of the constitution, and 
they will join with ardour in its de- 
fence: raise within these walls a 
standard, which was never before 
raised, around which the friends of 
the constitution may rally, and to 
which.the people will be attracted 
by the: feelings of confidence and of 
attachment ; it will giye general. 
satisfaction; it will unite all who 
are 
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are divided, and create a general 
spirit to bear up against the calami« 
ties by which we are surrounded. 
Mr. Pitt observed, that the qties- 
tion was not, whether some altera- 
tion might be attended with advan- 
tage, but whether the degree of 
benefit might be worth the chance 
of the mischief it probably, or pos- 
sibly, might induce. It would not 
be prudent to give an opening to 
poten that aimed at nothing 
ess than the annihilation of the 
constitution. But what he appear- 
ed to have most at heart, as was 
very natural, and what it was the 
principal tendency of his speech 
to refute, was, the alleged incon- 
sistency of those who had formerly 
supported parliamentary reform, in 
opposing it now.—There was no 
inconsistency, he said, in foregoing. 
a present advantage for a future 
benefit, or for the sake of avoiding 
impending evils. Could we believe 
that men, who remained unmoved 
by the dismal example which their 
principles had produced, whose 
pretensions rose or fell with the 
success or the decline of jacobinisin,~ 
in every part of Europe, were ever 
actuated by a similarity of motives 
and of objects with those who pro- 
secuted the cause of reform as a 
practical advantage, and maintained 
it On constitutional views? “ From 
the period, said Mr. Pitt, when the 
new and alarming zra of the French 
revolution broke in upon the world, 
I found that the grounds on which 
the question of reform rested were 
fundamentally altered. _ 1 do not 
believe that the temper of moderate 
reformers will lead them to make 
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common cause with the irrecofi- 
cileable enemies of the constitu- 
tion.”—As to the specific plan of 
reform, proposed by Mr. Grey, he 
thought it was at once highly exs 
ceptionable in theory, and unsup= 
ported by experience, 

Mr. Sheridan denied that the 
horrors of France weré produced 
by the rights of man. Bloody cala- 
mities there had been, but they did 
not originate in those principles. - 
There was not one individual who 
had been concerned in writing or 
publishing them that was concerned 
in. any of the massacres, Excess 
was the natural consequence of ail 
revolutions; when men shook oft 
their slavery, under the necessity 
of recovering their liberty by force, 
they were naturally intemperate. 
If the question were put to him, 
who were the real authors and 
abettors of the French massacres, 
he would not. hesitate to place 
certain despots in the front of his 
accusation. The minister had de- 
sired the public to look upon refor- 
mation as a latent mode of overturn- 
ing the constitution. He knew not 
why universal . suffrage had heen 
brought into such contempt. He 


remembered Mr, Pitt’s * haying 


signed his name, with the duke ot 
Richmond, at some meetings, in fa- 
vour of reform and annual parlia- 
ments. Mr. Sheridan mentioned 
several circumstances of comfort and 


hope, in his own particular situa« 


tion, which rendered ‘it incredible 
that he should entertain any design 
or wish to throw things into anar- 
chy and confusion.—For this, in 
our opinion, Mr, Sheridan is en=_ 


* We do not consider it to be necessary, as if we. were members of parliament, 
speaking in parliament, to adhere to all the circumlocutions of ‘* right honourable 


gentlemen opposite to each other, &c. &c.” 


titled 
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titled to full credit: and having 
said this, it will not be imputed as 
auly personal attack on that gentle- 
man, if, contrarily to our usual 
custom, we make a remark on a 
speech, the substance and tendency 
of which, only, it is our business, 
in the character of annalists, to re- 
port. This observation, that the 
massacres of France did not origi« 
nate in the principles of the rights 
of man, though commonly resorted 
to by the defenders of innovation, 
is not. worthy of the philosophical 
accuracy and precision of Mr. 


_ Sheridan, who knows the distinc- 


tion between efficient causes, or 
rather the one EFFICIENT cause, 
and natural causes or occasions. 
Massacres cannot arise out of mere 
abstractions, whether entertained 
in the brain, or represented by 
symbols or writing ; but notions 
concerning rights, mingled with, 
and brought into play, every evil 
An explosion is effected 
not by nitre alone, but by the ac- 
tion of fire on nitre mixed. with 
sulphur. 

Sir Francis Burdett, among a 
variety of pointed observations, 
said, that without areform of par- 


liament, corruption would become 


‘the euthanasia of the constitution. 
Corruption had reduced us, with 
all the advantages of our soil and 
climate, to a state, that no more 
resembled, in point of liberty, that 


of our ancestors, than if we were 
the inhabitants of a foreign land. 
“Tadeed, said sir Francis, with all 
our boast of wealth, the mean and 
hard lot of poverty fal& to the share, 
of the mass of the people: aad that, 
comfort, which ought to be the re- 
ward of honest labour, is seized by 
the griping hand of a rapacious 
government. But all these things 
are drawing towards a conclusion. 
That which was once a matter of 
choice, is now a matter of necece 
sity ;, and the chancellor of the 
exchequer, though an enemy to 
liberty, has, ‘by his conduct, con= 
tributed to revolution.’’? Sir Fran- 
cis concluded a contise but ener- 
getic speech, glowing with the fire 
of freedom aud the sentiments of 
humanity, with declaring, that the 
present motion should have his 
hearty support. 

From the generous concern of 
sir Francis Burdett for the oppress= 
ed mass of the people, whose patient 
and silent sufferings seldom fiad a 
sincere advocate in sucha place, 
we can neither with-hold nor sup- 
press our sincere approbation and 
applause. Of what use is a flourish- 
ing revenue, if it cannot beapplied, 
by political management, to the 
relief and comfort of the great body 
of the people ?* 

Sir Richard Hill did not omit,on 
the present occasion, to harp on the 
common string of the minister’s in- 

consistency, 


* We have formerly had occasion to observe that most of our laws, multiplied al- 
‘most beyond the power of enumeration, relate to the augmentation of the revenue, and 


the preservation, not to say the extension, of the powers of the executive governiment,, 


Few are the laws of a truly paternal and patriotic kind. Nay, when measures have 


_ been proposed for reducing the enormous price of provisions, we have seen a «1 
_ of state setting hisface against them. Onthe twenty-second of June, this year, ir, 
~ Mainwaring moved the order of the day, on a bill for the better preventing of forestal- 


a, ling and segrating of live cattle. Mr. Dundas opposed this bill, on the ground that it 


e * would hart the landed interest ofthis country, by diminishing, through a reduced price 
_ af provisions, the value of farms, Though 4 committee of the house of communs, 
y Vor. XXXIX, [5] 
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consistency, in settinghis face against 
the present motion, though he had 
formerly made a motion in favour of 
reform. ‘He thought the constitu- 
tion was not well ; and if he saw a 
patient almost expiring, he would 
naturally ask the doctor, have 
you any experiments to try ?’ Phy- 
sicians we had, who had followed 
the plan of Dr. Sangrado, in bleed- 
ing too much. Some other plan 
ought to be followed. Though he 
Believed there were but few on ei- 
ther side of the house who had any 
religion, he believed there was much 
virtue in’ both, and he should like 
to sce them united ‘to save the 
country, which was, as it were, be- 
tween two «mill-stones, almost 
ground to powder. He wished well 
to teform, and he thought the best 
way to set this on foot, was, for 
every man to reform himself. He 
wished we had paid more devotion 
to the will of him without whose 
power we could do,nothing. Yet, 
after all these observations, on the 
necessity of self-reformation, and 
our inability to do anything of our- 
‘selyes, he trusted that he should 
not be thought inconsistent in vot- 
ing for Mr. Grey’s motion. 

Sir William Geary could not as- 
sent to Mr. Grey’s proposition, as 
it was so nearly allied to universal 
sufrage. 

‘Mr. Milbank wishéd for a par- 
liamentary reform,as the best means 
‘of destroying that confidence in mi- 
nisters which had .produced so 
many evils in this country, 

Sir William Young, after arguing 


against the motion, from the com- 
mon topic of concessions to the 
people, and encouraging and imbib- 
ing demands without end, made an 
observation on Mr. Grey’s plan, 
which was new, ingenious, solid, 
and worthy of serious consideration. 
Though it was intended, by that 
plan, to enlarge the representation 
of the small boroughs, yet, he un- 
derstood, that the great cities and 
populous towns were to be divided 
accordiny to their population ; ir 
which case, it was obvious, that the 
metropolis would have a preponde= 
rance over all the rest of the king~ 
dom; and become the republic of 
England, as Paris was of France. 

Mr. Barham,thougihe had been, 
through life, an advocate for par- 
liamentary. reform, objected to Mr. 
Grey's motion, because, it was not, 
in his opinion, called for by a ma- 
jority of the people ; and, because, 
this was not the proper time for 
agitating the important question. 
The motion was also opposed bysir 
Gregory Page Turner, who “always 
felt forthe constitution,and nothing 
else, when he got up in the morn- 
ing, and when he lay downat night.” 
Butit was supported by Mr. Smith, 
Mr. Pollen, sir William Dolben, 
and Mr. Fox. 

Tt would carry us far beyond our 
bounds to give even a brief analysis 
of Mr. Fox’sspeechon this occasion. 
And it is the iess necessary to do so, 
that his sentiments, on’the subject 
of a parliamentary reform, have 
apa and again been set forth in 
this work, on sundry occasions. 


1796, had decidedly pronounced that the high ‘price of provisions was owing to fore- 
stalling and regrating ; tocollusion between the salesman and the caicase-butcher, the 


29. 


bill was thrown out of the hipuse, on a‘motion for its being read a second time on June _ 
Other reasons for its rejection were alleged ; but the reason that fi 
Mr. Dundas, we may presume, wesnone of the weakest. 


rst occurred te 


a tear ft The 


~ 


gument, 


HIS TO. RY: OF) EUROPE... 


‘The following appear to, us to be 


amongthemost striking and weighty 
of, his observations, and: ‘arguments 
in the present debate.—He saw 
nothing, in what is called the la- 
mentable example of France, to 
proye tohim, that timely acquie- 
scence with the desires of the peo- 
ple was more dangerous than ob- 
Stinate resistance to their demands, 
The situations/of Great Britain and 
France were so essentially different, 
there was so little in common be- 
tween the character of England at 
this day, and the character of France 
atthe commencementof the revolu- 
tion, that it was impossible to reason 
upon them from parity of circum- 
stances or. of character., It had 
been said, that the house possessed 
the confidence of the country as 
much asever. ‘This, in. truth, 
said Mr. Fox, is as. much as to say, 
that his majesty’s ministers possess 
the. confidence of the country in the 
same degree as ever, since the ma- 
jority of the house support and ap- 
plaud, the measures of the govern- 
ment, and give their countesance 
to all the evils which we are doom- 
edtoendure. Is confidence to .be 


-alwaysagainst the people, and never 


for them? Itis a notableargument, 
that, because we do not tind, at 
the general election, very material 
changes in the representation, the 
sentiments of the people continued 
the same, in favour of the war, and 
in favour of his majesty’s ministers. 
The very ground of the present dis- 
cussion gives the answer to this. ar- 
Why do we agitate the 
gnestion of parliamen.a,y. rerorm ? 
Shgaes but because this house is not 

saflicient representation of the 
‘poonle } >. We must argue from, ex- 
perience. Let us look: bacis to the 
period of the American war; it be 
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came unpopular, and, the-.king’s , 
ministers lost, the confidence of. ‘the 
nation; yet on the general elec- 
tion which. foliewed the dissolution 
of parliament, inl780, not more 
than three or four.persons were add- 5 
ed to the number of those who had, 
from the begianiug, opposed the 
disastrous career of the ministers in 
that war.” . 

Lhe grand topic of declamation 
against the minister, and that on 
which, notwithstanding bis defence 
of changing times and circum- 
stances, he was constantly teized 
andbadgered, was, hisalleged apos- 
tacy, from his professed principles _ 
of parliamentary reformation. And 
that not only by the speakers usually 
in opposition, but even, in some in- 
stances, by others, on the whole, by 
no means adverse to admivistration. 
This instrument of attack, though 
so common, was not disdained by | 
Mr. Fox; but he wielded it with 
his usual superiority of address. | 
Iremember, said Mr. Fox, that lord 
North, after the geveral. election 
just osentioned, madeuseof the same 
argument preciscly as is now made 
use of, and ihe present chancellor of - 
the exchequermadeajustand striking 
use of, it to demoustrate the neces- 
sity of a parliamentary reform. Re- 
fercing to.the gcueral el-ction, still 
decidedly i ia favour of the minister 
of the’ day, as to a demonstration of 
the necessity of a parliamentary re- 
form, he said, “ you see, that so 
defectiye, so ina ‘equate is the pre- 
sent practice, ai least of the elective 
franchise, that no it mpression of na- 
tional calamity, mo conviction of 
ministerial error, no ¢ abhorreiice ‘of 
disastrous war, is sufficient to stand 
against that corruptinticcace which 
has mixed itself with clectio., and 
which) drowns, the popular voice.” 


[5 2] Upon 
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Upon this statement, and upon this 
unanswerable argument, the right 
honourable gentleman acted in the 
year 1782. When he proposed a 
parliamentary reform, he did it ex- 
pressly on the ground of the ex- 
perience of 1780, and he made an 
explicit declaration, that we had no 
other security by which to guard 
ourselves against the return of the 
same evils. He repeated this warn- 
ing in 1783 andin 1785. It was 
the leading principle of his conduct. 
*«* Without a reform, said he, the 
nation cannot be safe: this war 
may be put an end to, but what 
will protect you against another ? 
As certainly as the spirit, which en- 
gendered the present war, actuates 
the secret councils of the crown, 
will you, under the influence of a 
defective reprezentation, be involved 
again in new wars, and in similar 
calamities.” 

This was his argument in 1782, 
this was his prophecy; and the 
right honourable gentleman was a 
true prophet. Precisely as he pro- 
nounced it, the event happened ; 
another war took place, and I am 
sure it will not be considered as an 
agyrayation of its character, that it 
is at least equal in disaster to the 
war of which the right honourable 
gentleman complained, ‘* The de- 
fect of representation, he said, is 
the national disease ; and, unless you 
apply directly a remedy to that dis- 
ease, you must inevitably take the 
consequences with which it is preg- 
nant.” With such an authority, 
cay any man deny that I reason 
right? Did not the right honourable 
gentleman demonstrate his case? 
Good God ! what a fate is that of 
the right honourable gentleman, and 
n what a state of whimsical con- 
tradiction does he stand! During 


the whole course of his administra- 
tion, and particularly during the 
course of the present war, every 
prediction that he has made, every 
hope that he has held out, every 
prophecy that he has hazarded, has 
failed ; he has disappointed the ex- 
pectations that he ‘has raised ; and 
every promise that he has given has 
proved to be a fallacy and aphan- 
tom. Yet, for these very declara- 
tions, and notwithstanding these 
failures, we have called him a wise 
minister. We have given him our 
confidence on account Of his pre- 
dictions, and have continued it upon 
their failure. Though nooneevent _ 
which he foretold has been verified, 
we have continued to behold bim 
as the oracle of wisdom ! But in the 
only instance in which what he really 
predicted, as if by divine inspira- 
tion, has come to pass, in that we 
have treated him with stubborn 
incredulity! In 1765, he pronoun- 
ced the awful prophecy, ‘* without 
a parliamentary reform the nation 
will be plunged into’ new wars ; 
without'a parliamentary reform you 
cannot be safe against bad'ministers ; 
nor can even good ministers be of 
use to you.”’ Such was his pre- 
diction! and it bas come upon us, 
It would seem as if the whole. life 
of the right honourable gentleman, 
from that period, had been destined 
by Providence for the illustration of 
his warning.’ It I were disposed to 
considér him as ‘a real enthusiast, 
and a bigot in divination, we might 
be apt to think that he had himself 
taken measures for the verification 
of his prophecy.’ He might now 
exclaim to us, with the proud ter- 
vour of success, ‘* you see the con- 
sequence of not listening, to’ the 
oracle! I told you what would bap- 
pen; itis true that your destruction 
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is complete ; I have plunged you 
into'a new war ; ‘I have exhausted 
you as a people’; I have brought 
you to the brink of ruin, but I told 
you before-hand what would hap- 
pen; I told you, that, without a 
réform in the representation of the 
people, no minister, however wise, 
could save you: you denied me 
my means, and'you take the con- 
sequence!” TI say, sir, that if I 
were to consider him as a bigot to 
his doctrine, or that his mind was 
tinctured with superstition, as we 
haveheard of enthusiasts whose lives 
have been devoted to the fulfilment 
of their own predictions, I should 
suppose that the right honourable 
gentleman’s administration has been 
shaped, and his measuresframed, for 
bringing into a terrible demonstra- 
~ tion the political doctrine with which 
he commenced his career. 

Mr. Grey’s motion was rejected, 
by 258 votes against 93. 

The same attack on the measures 
and apparent views of government 
was continued inthe house of 
peers. On the thirtieth of May, 
the duke of Bedford, after review- 
ing the weak and unprosperous con- 
duct of administration, the burthens 
that had been imposed, and the dan- 
gers, which, from their misconduct, 
still threatened the nation, moved, 
** that a humbie address be pre- 
sented to his majesty, earnestly so+ 
liciting him, by dismissing his present 
servants, to give to the people of 
Ireland the strongest proof of his 
disapprobation of that system of 
treachery, by which their discon- 
tents had been fostered ; and of his 
miajesty’s intention of securing thé 
connection between the kingdoms, 
by extending to men of all descrip- 
tions, in that oppressed country, the 
blessings of the constitution, under 
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which they were born: and finally, 
to dismiss from his presence for ever, 
those ministers whose measures had 
impaired the liberties, and whose 
extravagance had' injured the pro- 
perty of his subjects; to restore 
the spirit of the British constitution, 
and to adopt such a system of re- 
trenchment as was alone consistent 


. withthe prosperity of his exhausted 


people.” This motion was opposed 
by the duke of Athol, as tending 
not only to unhinge administration 
but even the country. But 

The duke of Grafton was of opi- 
nion, that, if this’ motion was to be 
viewed with the same cold indifter- 
ence which had been shewn in com- 
mon times, and if the same con- 
fidence was continued to the minis- 
ters, he should not think it necessary 
to trouble their Jordships with his 
remarks again; but, before he re- 
tired, to fortify his own mind against 
the approaching calamities, and 
prepare his family for what they 
would probably have to undergo. It 
was a duty incumbent upon him, 
to lay before his sovereign the rea- 
sons fer this conduct, flattering hime 
self that he should be allowed that 
gracious hearing which his majesty 
had so often given to one, from 
whose lips he never heard but the 
dictates of the heart, as sincerely as 
they were now delivered to their 
lordships. His grace, in viewing 
the distressful and dangerous state 
of the nation, took notice of the de~ 
reliction of our aljies; the stoppage 
of paymentin specie at the bank ; the 
blood and treasure sacrificed at St. 
Domingo, and the improvidence 
of ministers in not anticipating 
the peremptory demands of the 
seamen, when, in consideration of 
the high price* of provisions, con- 
siderable indalgencies had’ been 
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granted) to- the seldiers: but, that 
which appeared. to his.grece to be 
the, greatest subjegt of alarm, was, 


the. critical state, of lreland;, in, 


which. kingdom, if) a jtemperate re- 
form. in parliament did; not take 
places, anda full‘emancipation. of 
the; ¢atholies,, witha. total) change 
of the. men, who. now. condycted 
affairsin--that conntry,.we should 
soon see, it. added to the st of re- 
publics;; which, our fatal: measures 
had. so largely, contributed, to erect 
all over Europe.: ;with this, conse- 
gnence, . that, if. a revolution, took 
place; in Ireland, it would evidently 
produce. a revolution, in, Great Byi- 
tam, 


noble duke in every sentiment, ex- 


cept in the sincerity which: he :pro-; 


fessed. One| passage. in the pro- 
posed motion, he; thought, might 
produce; the, most, pernicious con- 
sequences; namely, that in. which 
it was. styled an oppressed country. 
What, would the Irish say, if this 
address should be voted, and the 
sentiments of that house, that it was 
so, declared to all the world? . 
_ The earl: of Guildford beseeched 
their, lordships to weigh well ..the 
side on which they gave their ap- 
probation. this evening. It was an 
important crisis, big with the fate 
of empires. . The. earl, of Suftolk, 
too, supported. the motion, as. a 
step towards the ,salyation of the 
country. tin sel? 
The marquis of Lansdowne said, 
that he had'come ,to the house, on 
that day, .prepossessed with an idea, 
that some notice would be given by 
Mipisters, that. a negociation. had 
commenced between, this, country 
and. France, though, he, confessed, 
-he hadnoiground forthe supposition 
butjpubli¢ report, He -was utterly 


Lord Romney differed from the. 


at a.Joss, to devise what could retard 
such overtures. ; ‘We had.nolonger 
the opening of the Scheldt to resist; 
the fate of the low: countries, was, 
decided =, deserted by our.allies, we. 
had only to consider our own intey 


rest, The cause of the silence ofthe. 


ministers was, therefore, to.him, in- 


explicable... He trusted they shad- 


not the madness to) make Austria, 
renew, the contest. He expected, 
to have heard that, the bank of 
Vienna, on, the return. of, peace, 
would have resumed its paymeuts 5 
and, that: not, only the, interest, of 
the money we, had lent to the em- 
peror would bave been punctually., 
paid, but that “the: capital would 
have been. gradually liquidated. 
Not one word had the noble secre- 
tary uttered uson this point. He 
even smiled..at the idea of having 


cheated the country out of six mil- - 


lions, of. money. And it-deserved 
to be so cheated; whilst it submitted) 
to be. taxed:in light and air, with~ 
out one remonstrance. He recom- 
mended it to ministers,, to, declare 
their readiness to negociate ; which, 
if it served no other purpose, would 
at least solve a. problem, never yet 
solved: what, had , been, the, real 
object, of the war?, He declared, 
on the best, authority, that Ireland 
was in a state of imminent danger. 
Lord Grewyille was satisfied, that 
the melancholy tone of distress im- 
puted to, the country began and 
ended with-the lords who supported 
the motion, It seemed to, be.a 
thing assumed by those. who sup 
ported the motion, that the removal 
of ministers, would be, grateful .te 
the public mind. , But, would it be 
it they, themselves were ‘to occupy 
their places? . Was it not apparent, 
that; the measures of his. majesty’s 
ministers 
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“ministers were not only acquiesced 
in, but generally popular? Had not 
the war been approved of by a vast 
majority of the ‘country; and prose- 
cuted, through all its’ various stages, 
with the concurring and most deci- 
‘sive approbation of parliament ? 
Was it not to his majesty’s ministers 
that the country was indebted: for 
the prevention of that anarchy to 
which the language of those who 
‘opposed them so strongly tended ? 
“When he considered the present si-_ 
- tuation of public affairs, and turned 
his thoughts to all the consequences 
likely to result from a base and ser- 
vile. compliance with the leading 
doctrines of the day, he’ should 
boldly say, that his majesty’s mi- 
nisters would nottamely ‘desert that 
bonourable post which they bad hi- 
therto so happily filled, by direct- 
ing all ‘their efforts to the ease, 
contentment, and happiness of the 
people. He confessed, that, were 
the motion to be carried in the af- : 
- firmative, it would impart to him 
the most serious concern and_re- 
~gret; not on his own persona} ac- 
count, but, that he would, thereby, 
be cut off from the best opportuni- 
* ties’ of contributing his talents, such 
~ as they were, to the security, in- 
terest, and bappiness, of his gracious ' 
| master and his country, it would 
- fot, indeed, become him, he said, 
to''make any comparison between 
his ‘own capacity and that of any of 
the noble lords who uniformly’ op- 
posed his :najesty’s ministers : but, 
_ on the ground of’ an active zeal for | 
_ the real interests of the state, and’ 
of a decided ard unaltérable: reso-' 
Ze lution to oppose, by the most un- 
‘wearied exertions ‘and the ‘most 
‘vigorous efforts, those principles 
_ which struck at the very existetice 
ef the: constitution, he would be 
Ss . 
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bold to maintain, that he was se- 
cond to none.’ As to a reform of 
parliament, the chief measure’ pro- 
posed ‘by noble lords in opposition, 
he had ever opposed that innovation, 
and even a temperate reform. “He 
concluded. by intreating their lerd- 
ships ‘to reflect) that,'1f they onte 
opened the’ flood-gates’ of innova- 


“tion, ‘the terrent’ of anarchy would 


spread so'forcibly’and wide, ‘that it 
would not bein the power of their 
lordships, ‘by opposing’ theit feeble 
hands'‘as a barrier to destruction, to 
prevent the constitution from’ being 
overwhelmed in general ruin. 

The duke of Leeds, with a dig- 
nified ‘modesty and candour,' ex« 
pressed, in delicate terms, a degree 
of dissatisfaction ‘at ‘the’ lofty tone 
of the speech the house had just 
heard: at the same time, that he 
did not wish, at the present crisis, 
to urge all that might be advanced 
against the conduct of administra- 
tion. ‘The abilities of the present 
ministers, he’ was ready to allow, 
nor would he ‘say that they had 
been intentionally wicked. He 
could not help conceiving, how- 
ever, that they had been pecu- 
liarly unfortunate, and therefore, 
he begged leave to submit to thes 
re-consideration of the right ho- 
nourable secretary, whether it would 
not be'more delicate and decorous 
to leave the task of praising either 
their. own talents or. virtues,’ to 
others, than taking it, and that, 
he could not but say, on so many 
occasions, particularly in that house, 
upon themselves. He could not 
help conéeiving that the ‘noble se- 
cretary had, as it were, made the 
constitution ‘depend for preserva- 
tion, not so much upon its own 
intrinsic. merit, ag upon the con- 
tinuance of the present’ miniéters 
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in office; with which, the consti- 
tition itself, according to their re- 
presentations, seemed to be, in some 
degree, identified. For his part, 
he was convinced, it did not de- 
pend on any set of men whatever. 
His grace entreated both sides of 
the house, in the most earnest man- 
ner, to proceed calmly in the dis- 
cussion of a question which in- 
volved consequences of the ut- 
most importance. His grace-dis- 
approved of parliamentary reform 
at the present moment, and ex- 
pressed a wish that the previous 
question were moved, but declined 
moving it. 

Lord Grenville admitted, that 
others, perhaps, might be found of 
equal ability with the present minis- 
ters, of whom, however, he did not 
conceive that he could be consider- 
ed as the panegyrist, when he did 
them no more than bare justice. 
The ground of his opposition to 
the present motion, as he had 
stated before, was a serious con- 
viction that it was the object of 
some noble lerds, by overturn- 
ing the present administration, to 
bring about a revolution in the 
country, 

The earl of Moira, for one, was 
not disposed to ascribe to ministers 
that prosperity which arose from 
the progress of affairs, particularly 
of mechanical invention, and the 
energy of British merchants, whose 
genius and enterprizing spirit would 
constantly carry the country for- 
ward from one degree of prosperity 
to another, if administration did 
not put bars in their way. The 
noble secretary of state had op- 
posed the motion lest the consti- 
tution should be overturned. But, 
said lord Moira, ‘‘ I shall ever ob- 
jeet to this mode of argument, as 


it identifies the ptesent ministers 
with the constitution, and tends to 
sink the confidence of the country 
in its own resources, and in the 
frame and form of its government.” 
With regard to Ireland, he hoped 
it was not yet too late to conciliate: 
but this could not.be done by any 
half measures. 


The earl Spencer objected to 


~the motion on the same ground 


with lord Grenville ; namely, that it 
connected its object with a change 
of measures, which, he firmly be- 
lieved, would prove ruinous to the 
country. ne. 

The earl of Darnley said, the 
country dreaded the adoption of 
such a motion, not knowing in 
whom to repose confidence. An 
uniformity of opposition to every 
measure of administration, what- 
ever it might be, with other cir- 
cumstances of a private as well 
as public nature, had induced a 
general suspicion throughout the 
country, that the most. active 
oppositionists had other views 
than the preservation of the con- 
sitution and interests of the coune 
try. 
The duke of Bedford, to the 
main arguments against his moti- 
on, made a short reply. 

The lord chancellor said, the only 
fair construction the motion could 
bear, was, that it aimed-at an in- 
troduction of a new system of go- 
vernment. Having read that part 
of the motion which related to the 
situation of Ireland, he asked, whe- 
ther it was to be imputed as 
a matter of crimination to mi- 
nisters, that they did not attempt 
to interfere with the Trish legisla- 
ture, and to violate a solemn com- 
pact made with the people of that 
country ? From the general tenour 


of 
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of the motion, he inferred that its 
object was to promote a complete 
change of system, under the pretext 
of forwarding a parliamentary re- 
form ; that it ledto a system wilder 
than even that of universal suffrage : 
to disfranchise all corporations—to 
empower the house of commons to 
uncreate their creators—and to de- 
stroy the rights of the very men 
who made them members of par- 
liament : ecclesiastical corporations 
would go of course. Whatever 
partook of the nature of fran- 
chise property, .or privilege, would 
be cut up by the root, aud the 


principle of an Agrarian law intro- 
duced in its stead. 

The duke of Bedford observed 
that there was a fallacy in compar- 
ing an elective franchise, a right 
possessed by individuals for the 
good of the whole, to private pro- 
perty. After this the house divided 
on his grace’s motion. Contents 14, 
not contents 91. 

The duke of Bedford then en- 
teredhis protest, which was adhered 
to by the lord Chedworth. 

The session of ‘parliament was 
concluded, by a speech from the 
throne, on the twentieth of July. 
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JANUARY. 
3d. Confiderable change has 

A taken place in the pofi- 
tion of the ftones which form an 
extraordinary relic of the ancient 
fuperftitions of our countrymen, 
This is attributed to the rapid thaw 
which fueceeded a very hard froft. 
Some people employed at_ the 
plough, near Stonehenge, remarked 
that three of the large ftones had 
fallen, and were apprized of ‘the 
time of their fall by a very fenfible 
concuflion,.or jarring, of | the 
ground. ‘Thefe ftones prove, to be 
the weftern of thofe pairs, with 
their impofts, which have had the 
appellation of Trilithn; and had 
long deviated from its true perpen- 
dicular. There were, originally; 
five of thefe trilithons, two of 
which are even now {till remaining 
in their ancient ftate. It is remark- 
able, that no account has ever been 
recorded of the falling of the others; 
- and, perhaps, no alteration has been 
made in the appearance of Stone- 
henge for three centuries prior to 
the prefent tremendous downfall. 
The impolt, which is the fmalleft 
_ of the three ftones, is fuppofed to 
weigh 20 tons. 
proitrate on the ground, and have 
received no injury from their aérial 
feparation. They fell flat weft- 
_ ward, and levelled with the ground 
2 ftone alfo of the fecond circle 

Vox. xxx1Ix. 


They all now lie. 


that ftood in the line of their pres 
cipitation. 'Frem the lower ends 
of the fupporters being now \ex- 
pofed to view, their prior depth 
in the ground is fatisfactorily /af- 
certained: it appears to have beeri 
about fix feet. The ends, however, 
having been cut oblique, neither of 
them was, on one fide, more thana 
foot anda half deep. Two only of 
the five trilithons, of which the a+ 
dytum confifted, are now, therefores 
in their original pofition. The de- 
ftruction of any part of this grand 
oval we muft particularly lament, 
as it was compofed of the mioft ftu- 
pendous materials of the whole 
ftructure.-+-A fimilar change of 
weather occafioned the difclofire 
of a fubterraneous pafiage at Old 
Sarum in 1795. 

The new Emperor of Ruffia has 
iffued an order enjoining all fo- 
reigners in. Peterfburgh to -wear 
cocked hats, their hair in bags, &c. 
and not to drive’ through the city 
with more than two horfes. With 
refpect to the mourning for the — 
Emprefs, the four firft claffes of 
people muft furnifh their fervants 
with fables, every coach muft have 
the fame covering, ,and horfes, withs 
out diftinction of colour, be provid- 
ed with black tails. ‘The;Emperor 
has alfo given orders that the pens 
fion of Staniflaus, late king of Po- 
land, fhall be paid with the utmoft 
punctuality. This unfortunate 

A Prince 
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Prince is ftill at Grodno.—The 
wearing of any gold or filver upon 
the uniforms of the military is pro- 
hibited.—The Order of St. Ann is 
divided into three claffés; it is alfo 
fettled that every foldier who fhall 
have ferved twenty-five years fhall 
be exempted from military punith- 
ment, and rewarded with a medal 
of the Order of St. Ann.—All the 
troops that were at Gatfchina with 
the Emperor, before his acceffion 
to the throne, have been ineorpo- 
rated into the Life-Guards. 

The following faé& gives a me- 
lancholy inftance of the mortality 
which stillvages in the ifland of St. 
Domingo:—Twenty officers of dif- 
ferent corps agreed to meet at a ta- 
vern to dine that day week; when 
the time came, only eight aflembled, 
the other twelve being carried off, 
in that fhort interval, by the pefti- 
lential diforder of the climate! 

« 7th. This being the day ap- 
pointed for enrolling the Supple- 
mentary Militia at Carlifle, a nu- 
merous mob aflembled to prevent 
its being put into execution. They 
went to the Town Clerk, and got 
from him the balloting books and 
lifts, which they carried off in tri- 
umph, and burnt at the Crofs, a- 
midft the loudeft acclamations. 
They then went to the Clerk of 
the Peace, being informed that he 
had in cuftody fome books of a fi- 
milar defcription, but which was 
not the cafe. He found it prudent 
to go out to the ftréet, to prevent 
their forcing the office. ‘Phey then 
earried him to the High ‘Confta- 
ble’s, from. thence to the! Town- 
Clerk’s, and then to Captain Fof- 
ter’s, a -magiftrate..The mob, 
which? confifted of 1000. at leéaft, 
then allowed him to make his ef- 
cape'unhurt. -We have not heard 
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of any perfonal injury having beers 
fuftained by any one. 

The gentlemen who ferved at 
the laft affizes, on fpecial juries for 
Northumberland, gave their fees, 
amounting to twenty-nine guineas, 
to be applied to the releafe of per- 
fons confined in Morpeth gaol for 
{mall debts, three of whom have, in 
confequence, been releafed for 
291. 8s. and the remaining guinea 
was given in butcher’s meat to the 
debtors in the fame gaol on Wed- 
nefday laft. 

Hague, Jan.2. A dreadful inun- 
dation has taken place at Bois le 
Duc, where the water is fo high in 
the town, that a horfe could fcarce 
get through it without danger of 
being drowned. Poverty and dif- 
trefs havearifen to the higheft pitch. 
A can of milk is fold at ten ftivers, 
and nobody can leave the town 
without expofing their lives to the 
moft imminent danger. From. e- 
very part of the country fignals of 
diftrefs are heard from the villages 
by the difcharge of guns; and no- 
body can approach thofe diftri¢ts 
which are probably under water. 
We fpeedily expect further news 
refpeting thofe dreadful difafters. 

The Clerks of the Bank had to 
make out 80,000 receipts, prepa- 
ratory to the prefent payment of 
the confols dividends. 

8th. The fteeple of Horningtoft 
church, near Norwich, fell down 
while the bell was ringing for di- 
Fortunately ‘no far- 
ther mifchicf was done, and no 
lives loft: 

10th. The following curious ar- 
ticle is extracted from one of the 
Paris papers:=-Citizen Finot, Pre- 
fident of the Provifional Adminif- 
tration of the department-of the 
Youne, formerly a huffar at Av- 

rolles, 
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tolles, and afterwards a member of 
the National. Convention, has 
found the means of multiplying, 
by a fingle alliance (not indeed a 
very common one) his kindred 
and family connexions.—He mar- 
ried, as his firft wife, the female 
» Citizen Bribot, widow of Rofe, by 
ivhom fhe had a daughter, now 
living, named Mary Ann Rofe. 
The Prefident Finot thad, by this 
widow, another daughter, who is 
alfo now living. His wife died, 
and, on the 14th of January laft, 
he married his daughter-in-law, 
Mary Ann Rofe. The confequence 
of this marriage is, that the prefi- 
dent becomes the fon-in-law’ of 
his firft wife, the father-in-law of 
his fecond wife, and brother-in-law 
of his. own daughter. Madame 
Finot becomes the mother-in-law 
of her fifter. If Madame Finot 
contributes any little Finots to the 
Republic, Monfieur Finot will be 
both their father and grandfather ; 
and the firft Mifs Finot will be 
their aunt and fifter. - 

_ The following ftatement of the 
American finances has lately been 
officially made to the Houfe of Re- 
prefentatives: 

” Dollars. 
Amount of the debt 76,096,468 


dhe iotereft of which is 351433753 
Fhe annual amount of the taxes 6,552,300 


‘The annual expenditure 5,681,843 
Surplus of the revenue, after de- 
ducting allexpences - - 870,457 


; The Emperor «f China, many 
years. ago, lignified to his fubjeds, 
that if he thould live to reign 
fifty years, he would relinquifh 
his crown. Having extended his 
#eign So that period, he has aétually 
refigned his fovereignty in favour 


- pt his fifteenth fon. 


11. About noon, a melancholy 
accident happened in Liverpool- 
harbour. As Mr. Slack, deputy 
conftable, was conveying a party 
of volunteers, raifed in Mancheftér 
and the adjacent parithes, for the 
navy, the boat in which they were 
ene to the tender overfet, 
by which fatal accident twenty-five 
erfons loft their lives. A 
BRITISH NAVAL FORCE 


AT PRESENT IN COMMISSION. 


Ships of the Line, — 124 
of fifty Guns — 18 
Frigates — 180 
Sloops _ 184 
Total 506 


At prefent building,—Twenty- 
two fhips of the line, three fifties, 
and nine frigates. The receiving- 
fhips, — thofe ferviceable and re- 
pairing for fervice, with thofe in 
ordinary, amount to twenty - fix 
fhips of the line, three fifties, thirty 
frigates, and fifty-fix floops. This 
ftatement is exclufive of the hired 
armed veffels. 

Some of the fingle Plays of 
Shakefpeare, belonging to the late 
Mr. Dodd the actor, were fold at 
the following prices: ; 

The fecond part of Henry IV. 
printed by Andrew Wife and Wil- 
liam Afpley, 1606, 31. 8s.— Tlie 
Midfummer Night’s Dream, 1]. 18s. 
—kKing John, printed by Valentine 
Sims, for Helme, 1611, 1. 16s,— 
Richard II. printed by Purfoot and 
Law, 1621, 11. 13s.—Richard IH, 
printed by Matthew Law, 1615, Il, 
—Abraham Frances’s Countefle of 
Pembroke’s Yuychurch, 1591, 41 7s. 
— Some of the mott curious were 
purchafed by Mr. Nicol, for the 
King; among the reft, acomedy, en 
titled, “ Gammer Gurton's Fro- 
licks,” printed in’ 1485, fourteen 

*#A2 years 


# 
-vears after printing was introduced 
into England, in 1471, by Caxton, 
when the firft printing-houfe was e- 
refted in Weftminfter. AlfoanO- 
peratical Interlude, printed in 1658, 
and-performed in honour of Admi- 
ral Blake, during the Protectorate, 
entitled, “¢ The Courfe of Sir Fran- 
cis Drake, illuftrated with Mufical 
Sonnets and Scenical Decorations, 
as'aéted at theCockpit,Drury-lane.”” 

12. » Edinburgh. At feven:in 
‘the morning, the River Clyde, 
above the celebrated Fall of Corra, 
deferted its ufual courfe, leaving 
-its bed below, for four hours, al- 
moft entirely dry. The cotton- 
mills of New Lanerk were confe- 
quently ftopped; and at eleven 
o’clock, when the waters refumed 
their courfe, there was lefs at 
Mauldflie Ford, fome miles below, 
,than what the fmall rivers, the 
Moufs and Nethan, commonly af- 
ford. Although this is the fourth 
inftance of the fame kind in re- 
membrance, and the fecond fince 
the eftablifhment of the mills, the 
«caufe has not beenafcertained. It 
is, however, fuppofed that the wa- 
ters have found a {ubterraneous 
paflage betwen the Bonnyton and 
the Corra Linn, 

21. This night, at 11 o’clock, a 
cottage at Newton Ferrers, about 
eleven miles from Plymouth, in 
which flept an induftrious widow 
_(cottager) and her two children, 
was overwhelmed by the burfting 
of a very large field and orchard 
on a hill above the cottage, in 
Memblard-lane. It totally deftroy- 
ed the cottage anda barn, and fuf- 
_focated the widow and her two 
_children, who were found’ dead 
under a very great heap of earth, 
eim-trees, andcedar-trees. Alarge 
chafm jn the field above the eof- 
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{ave was found, out of which iffted 
a rivulet of water. The farmers 
imagine it was owing to the burft- 
ing of a fpring that this melan- 
choly accident happened. The bo- 
dies were dug out on Monday ; 
and Mr. Whitford, coroner for 
the fouthern diftrict of Devon, took 
an inquifition, and the jury returned 
a verdict, * Accidental Death.” 

23. The Emperorof Ruiha has con- 
ferred on Prince Repnin the. rank 
of General Field Marfhal. Baron 
Ungern, Prince Gallitzin, and M. 
Gudowitz and I{mailow, formerly 
Adjutants to the. late Peter III. 
have been appointed Generals. 
—Count Buxhoyden has_ been 
made Lieutenant- General and 
Colonel of a regiment. Prince 
Kurakin, Vice - Chancellor, has 
received the order of Saint An- 
drew ; and his Majefty has pre- 
fented him with the palace of 
Saint Marcoff, which coft 100,000 
rubles.—Prince Nicholas Gallitzin, 
and M. Terfky Raftaphine, Potem- 
kin, and Plefchtschejef, have late- 
ly been made Knights of the Or- 
der of Saint Ann. 7 

25. At the Quarter Seffions held 
at Bourn, for the diftrict of Kefte- 
ven, in the county of Lincoln, Jo- 
feph Tye, a blak{mith, was found 
guilty of ufing feveral feditious 
expreflions ; fuch as “* D n to 


the K—g :=the K—g is a rafcal, and 
all that belong tohim: his G-———t is 
a rafcally defpotic G t: K—gs 
are of no ufe, Fc. Se, 

His fentence was, that he fhould 
be heft in folitary confinement, without 
Jfecing ow freaking to any ferfon, except 
the perfon who takes him his vidtuals, for 
the frace of twelve months; and at 
the expiration of that time to enter 
into certain recognizances. 


We learn from papers publifhed 
by 
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by Mr. Palmer, Comptroller Ge- 
neral of the Poft Office, relative to 
the agreement made by Govern- 
ment with him for the reform and 
improvement of the pofts, the fol- 
lowing effential fervices have been 
rendered by him to that revenue 
eftablifhment. 

' 1. ‘That his plan has increafed 
in afew years the revenue of the 
Poft Office, from 150,000l. to up- 
wards of 400,000I. per ann. 

2. That in confequence of the 
expedition, regularity, and fafety 
given to the pofts by his plan, a 

rther additional tax has been le- 
vied on letters of 250,000I. a year, 
and 60,000 a year for the fame 
advantages derived from his plan to 
travellers. 

3. And that he has reduced the 
expenditure of the eftablifhment 
in the proportion of the following 
comparative fcale, of grofs and 
net produce for the years 1724 
and 1793. 

Grofs produce, Net produce. 
1724 178.0711. 16s. 94 96,3391. 78. sd. 
1793- 627,5921. 19s. 391,508]. 15s, 11d. 

The law of the Tythe of Hops 
was clearly laid down in the court 
of Exchequer, in the long depend- 
ing caufe between the Lay Impro- 
priator and Hop Planters of the 
Farnham diftrict, viz. That tythes 
of hops are legally to be taken from 
the tenth bufhel, after they are 
picked, and not from the tenth hill 
fet out: and the court unanimoufly 
ordered the verdié ofa Jury, found- 
ed on a contrary idea, to be fet 
afide, and a new trial granted. 

Some prefents from the king of 
the ifland of Owhyhee in the South 
Seas, where Capt. Cook met his 
‘death, brought over by Capt. Van- 
couver, have been prefented to the 
King at Buckingham-houfe by the 
‘Duke of Portland; the principal of 


which confifts of two flate garments 
and an helmet, or crown. Of the 
former, one is wholly made of otter 
fkin, in a very ingenious manner. 
The other is of the cloth of the 
country, covered with feathers of 
birds, fo conftructed as by a fingle 
move of the hand alternately to 
difplay red or yellow. The helmet 
is of otter-fkin, covered with fea- 
thers in a very mafterly man- 

ner. 
12th. A plot for the liberty of the 
prifonersat Porchefter-Caftle, Portf- 
mouth, has been difcovered.- The 
following are fome particulars re- 
lating to that affair. A large hole 
had been dug under one of the 
prifons, and a paflage nearly com- 
pleted to the outfide of the walls of 
the caftle when an information was 
given. At a given time in the 
evening, after the prifoners were 
all locked up in their different 
apartments, it was agreed that the 
officers on guard, and a fufficient 
number of foldiers, fhould ruth in 
among them and difcover the pri- 
foners at work. This was done, 
and fome men were taken out of 
the fubterraneous paflage. Shortly 
after, an alarm was given in another 
quarter, and a prifoner was detect- 
ed making his efcape through a bro- 
ken part of the walls of the caftle. 
The prifoners, from this difappoint- 
ment, grew riotous amd very refrac- 
tory, and continued fo the whole of 
the night, keeping in lighted can- 
dles, finging republican fongs, and 
behaving in a diforderly and alarm- 
ing manner, fo much fo that it was 
found neceflary to fire fome ball- 
cartridges amongft them. This 
was attended with no other effect 
than procuring order and filence 
for a fhort time. On the next 
morning diforder and tumult again 
prevailed, the centinels were infult- 
A 3 ed 
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ed on their duty, and it became ne- 
ceflary to make fome exampie.— 
One man, in attempting to get out 
from one of the ventilators at the 
top of the building, was fhot thro’ 
the back; the ball was obitnicted 
by the fhoulder-blade, and went 
out at the neck; the wound, how- 
ever, isnot mortal. Very foon af- 
ter, More provocation was given, 
and another Frenchman was fhot 
through the heart;—-he died of 
courfeinftantaneoufly. Ifthe plan 
had been attended with fuccefs, the 
intention was to have murdered 
fuch of the centinels as came in 
their way. 

A coroner’s inqueft who fat upon 
the body of the prifoner who was 
fhot, brought in a verdict of juftifi- 
able homicide. The unfortunate 
man was a failor, taken in the re- 
publican frigate Le Jacobin, in the 
Weft Indies; his name Auguftine 
Bonnette. 

19th. The diffentions which for a 
great number of years paft have agi- 
tated the borougtr of Eaft Retford, 
have at length terminated in con- 
fequence of a late decision of the 
court of King’s Bench, that all 
bye laws fhall be i#/ facto invalid 
which take upon them to enact 
matters which contradict or oppofe 
the charter. 

31ft. About fix this evening, as 
the Earl of Strathmore was proceed- 
ing in a poft-chaife near Finch- 
ley-common, the chaife in which 
were his Lordfhip and a French 
nobleman, was {topped by two 
highwaymen, one of whom-came 
up to the window, and prefented 
a piftol te his Lerdthip, which he 
attempted to fire, but it flafhed in 
the pan; at the fame inftant his 
Lordfhip difcharged a piece at the 
robber, which fhot him in the neck, 


ANN WAL REGLSaCE R, 


1797° 
and he direétly fell from his horfe 


and expired. His companion made 
off with the greateft precipitation, 
leading off with him the horfe on 
which his comrade had rode. On 
infpeétion of the body it turns out 
to be that of William Lancafter, a 
very old offender, and who was li- 
berated only on Monday laft, hav- 
ing been confined on a charge of 
robbing Lord Borringdon near Put- 
ney. When he met with his death 
he was difguifed as a butcher. 

Mr. O’Connor has juft publifhed 
an addrefs to the electors of the 
county of Antrim, in Ireland, of 
very great length, in anfwer to 
fome infinuations recently thrown 
out againtt his character by the fup- 
pofed agents of government. That 
this production contains a greater 
portion ofdemocratic intemperance 
than true patriotic {pirit, muft ap- 
pear to every difpaffionate man 
who reads the following imprudent 
and dangerous paflage :— 

“ On the fcale of Britith frater- 
nity, let her hirelings boait of Bri- 
tifh connection. On this fcale of 
Britith fraternity, may my country 
no more be curfed with the friend- 
fhip of Britain! Too longa ty- 
rant, fhe forgets her dominion has 
ceafed. Too long her flaves, we 
muft fhew her we are refolved 
to be free! Had fhe ceafed to 
maintain power by the accurfed 
means of fomenting religious dif- 
fention; had fhe ceafed to fupport 
factions, ufurpers, and _ traitors; 
had fhe abandoned the falfe, illibe- 
ral notion that fhe gained more by 
our depreffion than by our exalta- 
tion; had fhe treated us like bro- 
thers and friends, I may with con- 
fidence affirm, a more affectionate, 
generous ally never exifted, than 
fhe would have found meee to * 

as 
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her. But if the exifting fraternity, 
my fellow citizens, be the bonds. 
by which you wifh a connection 
with Britain, I am not a delegate 
fit for your choice; for though I 
f{tood alone in the Commons of 
Ireland, I would move the repeal 
of every law which binds us to Eng- 
land on thofe or on any fuch terms. 
I will neither be conquered by 
England or France; nor are we any 
more bound to a difadvantageous 
alliance to one than we are to the 
other; and before England, the fac- 
tions of Ireland, and the admini- 
ftration, I fpeak it, if itis more the 
true intereft of Ireland to form an 
alliance with France than with 
England, fhe is free to adopt it.” 

He has been fince arrefted ona 
charge of having publifhed a fediti- 
ous libel againft the government. 

Diep lately at Copenhagen, of a 
{carlet fever, Henry Callifen M.D. 
profeffor of furgery in the univer- 
fity of Copenhagen, and furgeon 
in chief of the Danifh fleet, &c. 
author of feveral papers inferted by 
the Medical Society of Copenha- 
gen in their Tranfactions; and of 
an elementary work intituled, 
“ Principia Syftematis Chirurgiz 
hodiernz,” publifhed at Copenha- 
gen in 1788, 8vo. 

7th. Aged about 70, Mr. Rich- 
ard Adams, gardener at Eaft Sheen, 
in Surry, who cultivated 40 acres 
of afparagus for the London mar- 
ket, and has been known to receive 
3001. in one day for this article in 
Covent-garden. 

13th. At Berlin the queen dow- 

ager of Pruffia. 
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2d. A motion was carried in the 
Common Council for an addrefs to 


7 
his Majefty on the abrupt termina- 
tion of the late negociation, and 
pledging the refources of the cor- 
poration of London in the vigorous 
profecution of the war. 

10th. The fix original pictures 
of Hogarth’s Marriage a-la-Mode, 
once belonging to Col. Cawthorne, 
were fold by auction for 1000 gui- 
neas to Mr. Angerftein. 

The Speaker of the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives officially announc- 
ed that Mr. Adams was eleéted 
prefident of the United States, by 
a majerity of three votes. The 
numbers were, for Mr. Adams, 71 ; 
for Mr. Jefferfon, 68. The latter 
has accepted the office of vice-pre~ 
fident. 

11th. The court of King’s Bench 
paffed fentence of two years im- 
prifonment and hard labour upon 
Mr. John Smith, a bookfeller in 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, who had been 
found guilty of felling an obfcure 
political pamphlet, entitled ‘ The 
Rights of Citizenfhip.” 

14th. Sir John Jervis, with fif- 
teen fail of the line, attacked the 
Spanifh fleet, confifting of twenty- 
feven fail of the line, off Cape St. 
Vincent, and captured four. of 
them; in which action there were 
300 killed and wounded on board 
the Britifh fleet, and 603 on board 
the four Spanifh fhips which were 
taken. 

20th. On account of the extra- 
ordinary run upon the northern 
country banks for fpecie, they 
have been.moft of them conftrain- 
ed to ftop the payment of it for the 

refent. The following hand-bill 
has been circulated on the occa- 
fion at Newcaftle:— 

“ Newcaftle, Feb. 20, 1797. 

“ As the very great demand for 
gold, which has continued for fome 

A 4 time, 
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time, to be preffed upon all the 
Banks in this town, makes it necef- 
fary that an extraordinary quantity 
of fpecie fhould be brought into 


the country, Meffirs. Ridlev, Wad-: 


dington, and Ce. Surtees, Burdon, 
and Co. Loraine, Baker, and Co. 
and Ralph J. Lambton, J. Builman, 
and Co. ‘refpeétfully inform the 
public, that they intend to take 
inimediate meafures for that pur- 
pofe; and they earneftly hope that 
anv further call upon them for 
gold will be fufpended in the mean 
time, till they can obtain a fupply 
adequate to the occafion. 

A meeting of the wholefale 
‘Tradefmen of Newcaftle and Gate- 
fhead, is requefted to be held at 
Turner’s this evening, at feven 
o’clock. 

“ Newcaftle, Feb. 20, 1797. 

“In confequence of public no- 
tice, a numerous meeting of the 
principal tradefmen in this town 
was held this day at Turner’s Inn, 
to confider of the moft preper 
means of removing the inconveni- 
énce that may be experienced in 
trade during the temporary fuf- 
penfion of payment in f{pecie at the 
different Banks,—It was refolved, 

“ That we, whofe names are 
hereunto fubfcribed, will receive 
the notes of all the Banks here in 
payment as ufwal. 

“ That the chairman be em- 
powered to cail another meeiing, 
if he fhall deem it neceffary. 

“ And, That thefe refolutions 
he printed and diftributed, anda 
copy be left at the Exchange for 
additional fignatures.” 

(Signed, &c.) 

_ 2ift. Trinidad, taken” by ‘the 
{quadron and troops under Admi- 
ral Harvey and Sir R. Abercromby, 
who alfo captured the San Damafo, 


of 74 guns, and the Santa Cecilia, 
of 36; the Spaniards, at the fame 
time, burnt one fhip of 84 and two 
of 74 in the harbour. 

25th. The following letter was 
this day fent to the Lord Mayor of 
London :— 

“ ‘My lord, I have the honour to 
acquaint your lordfhip that intelli- 
gence has been received that two 
French frigates, a corvette and a 
lugger, appeared off the Eaft of 
Pembrokefhire, on the 22d inftant, 
and on the evening of that day dif- 
embarked fome troops (reported 
by deferters to be about 1200 men, 
but without field-pieces.) Every 
exertion had been made by the 
Lord Lieutenant and gentlemen of 
that county and its neighbour- 
hood for taking the proper fteps on 
this occafion ; and the greateft zeal 
and loyalty has been fhewn by all 
ranks of people. Immediately on 
an account having been reccived 
at Plymouth of this force having 
appeared in the Briftol Channel, 
frigates were difpatched from Ply- 
mouth in queit of them. I have 
the honour to be, &c. 

PoRTLAND.” 

Advice has been fince receiv- 
ed that the French troops, men- 
tioned in the preceding letter, fur- 
rendered at difcretion to Lord 
Cawdor. ; 

27th. The following notice was 
this day given from the Bank of 
England, Feb. 27, 1797. 

“In confequence of an order of 
his Majefty’s Privy Council notified 
to the Bank laft night, a copy of 
which is hereunto annexed. 

“The governor, deputy gover- 
nor, and directors of the Bank of 
England, think it their duty to.in- 
form the proprietors of the Bank 
Stock, as well as the Public at large, 

that 
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that the general concerns of the 
Bank are in the mott affinent and 
profperous fituation, and fuch as to 
preclude every doubt as to the fe- 
curity of its notes. The direétors 
mean to continue their ufual dif- 
counts for the accommodation of 
the commercial intereft, paying the 
amount in bank-notes; and the di- 
vidend-warrants will be paid in the 
fame manner. 
“ Francrs MartTIn, Sec.’’ 

*¢ At the council chamber, White- 
~ hally Feb. 26, °1797.° By the 

Lords of his Majefty’s moft ho- 

nourable Privy Council. 

Prefent, the Lord Chancellor, 
Lord Prefident, Duke of Portland, 
Marquis Cornwallis, Earl Spencer, 
Earl of Liverpool, Lord Grenville, 
Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
_ “ Upon the reprefentation of the 
Charicellor of the Exchequer, {tat- 
ing, that from the refult of the in- 
formation which he has received, 
and of the enquiries which it has 
been his duty to make refpecting 
the effect of the unufual demands 
for fpecie that have been miade 
upon the metropolis, in confe- 
guence of the. ill-founded or ex- 
epecrated alarms in different parts 
of the country, it appears that, 
unlefs fome meafure is immediately 
taken, there may be reafon to ap- 
prehend a want of a fufficient fup- 
Py of cafh to anfwer the exigencies 
of the public fervice. It isthe un- 
animous opinion of the Board, that 
it is indifpenfably neceflary for the 


"hg fervice, that the directors of 
he Bank of England fhould forbear 
iffuing any cafh in payment, until 
the fenfe of parliament can be 
taken ox that fubje¢t, and the pro- 
per meafures adopted thereon for 
maintaining the means of circula- 
tion, and fupporting the public and 


commercial credit of the kingdom 
at this important conjunéture: And 
it is ordered that a copy of this 
minute be tranfinitted to the direc- 
tors of the Bank of England; and 
they are hereby required, on the 
grounds of the exigency of the cafe, 
to conform thereto until the fenfe 
of parliament can be taken as afore- 
faid. (Signed) W. FawKkEner.” 

This day, at 12 o’clock, a meet- 
ing of the moft opulent merchants 
in London, and of all the bankers, 
was held at the Manfion-Hotse, 
when the following refolution paff- 
ed unanimoufly :—** At a meeting 
of merchants, bankers, &c. held 
here this day, to confider of the | 
fteps which it may be proper to 
iake, to prevent embarrafiinents to 
public credit, from the effec of any 
ill-founded or exaggerated alarms, 
and to fupport it with the utmoft 
exertions at the prefent important 
conjuncture, refolved unanimoufly, 
We, the underfigned, being highly 
fenfible how neceffary the prefer- 
vation of public credit is at this 
time, do moft readily hereby de- 
clare, that we will not refufe to 
receive Bank-notes in payment of 
any fum of money to be paid to us, 
and will ufe our utmoft endeavours 
to make all our payments in the 
fame manner.” It was alfo the 
opinion of the meeting, that the 
bankers fhould all agree only to 
pay the fraétional parts of drafts in 
fpecie, fo that every perfon might 
remain on an equality. 

In confequence of fome words 
which fell in a recent debate in the 
Trifh Houfe of Lords, from Lord 
Blaney, concerning the emigrant 
officers. who command the Irifh 
brigades, the Duke De Fitz-James, a 
ci-devant French nobleman of ver} 
high honour, conceiving him telf 

infultcd 
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infulted by what had fallen from 
the noble Lord, fent him a chal- 
lenge a few days fince; on which 
a meeting took place in the Phe- 
nix Park, where each difcharged a 
cafe of piftols. The Duke was 
azed by a ball in the fide, and 
d Blaney had part of his hat 
fhot away by the fire of his antago- 
nift. The feconds then interfered, 
and an amicable explanation took 
place. — The Duke De Fitz-James 
became indifpofed fhortly after, 
and was politely vifited by Lord 
Blaney. The latter nobleman 
ferved on the continent, under the 
Duke of York, and received a flight 
wound in one of the engagements 
in Flanders. 

At Mr. Trumbull’s fale of pic- 
tures, Mr. Weft made feveral pur- 
chafes for the King. Among thefe 
were Deijenara and the Centaur, 
38s]. A Landfcape, with figures 
znd cattle, by Berghem, 9451. and 
the Virgin, Chrift, and St, John, 
by Raphael, 8921. The whole col- 
lection, containing 91 pictures, fold 
for 8,217]. 17s. 

On Friday evening, about feven 
o'clock, a dreadful fire broke out 
im a warehoufe near the Old Dock, 
Liverpool, belonging to Mr. Wal- 
ton, which, with the whole of its 
contents, confifling of a large quan- 
tity of manufactured coiton goods, 
was totally destroyed in about two 
hours ; but, by the very great exer- 
tions of a number of gentlemen, 
and others, aided by the affiftance 
of the firemen, the adjoining drug- 
warehoufe of Meffis. Welfh and 
Sinclair, the roof of which had at 
one time caught fire, was preferved, 
with hitle damage. 

Mr. Colquhoun, in/his Treatife 
on the Police of the Metropolis, 
ftates, that there is a clafs of female 
fharpers, who drefs elegantly, per- 


fonate women of fafhion, and even 
go to St. James’s.—“ The wife of 
* a well-known fharper, now upon 
“ the town (fays he) is faid to have 
“appeared at court, dreffed in a 
“ ftyle of peculiar elegance, while 
“‘ the fharper himfelf is fuppofed to 
** have gone in the drefs of a cler- 
“‘ gyman. According to the infor- 
“‘ mation of a noted receiver, they 
** pilfered to the value of 17001. on 
“the King’s birth-day, in 1795, 
“ without difcovery or fufpicion.’” 

Sir Godfrey Webfter obtained a 
fentence of feparation againft his 
wife, in Doctors Commons, on 
Thurfday, for adultery with Lord 
Holland. The charges upon which 
the divorce was founded, and to 
which L. Webfter made no defence, 
were in fubftance as follows :— 

“ That Sir Godfrey and Lady 
Webfter, in the beginning of the 
year 1795, were at Florence, to- 
gether with their three children, 
and that.Lord Holland vifited them, 
in common with others, until the 
month of February, at which time 
Sir Godfrey had occafion to return 
to England, in confequence of the 
death of Richard Vaflalil, Efq. his 
father-in-law, leaving Lady Web- 
fter behind him, who, from being 
with child, could not travel: —That 
Lord Holland continued his vifits 
to Lady Webfter during the ab- 
fence of Sir Godfrey, who did not 
return again to Florence, but re- 
mained in England: That Lady 
Webfter made feveral excurfions in 
the abfence of Sir Godfrey, to Pa- 
dua, Vienna, &c. &c. in whith fhe 
was accompanied by Lord Holland; 
and in June 1796 they arrived at 
Cruxhaven, on their way to Eng- 
land: That they lived together at 
the fame inn at Cruxhaven for fix 
days, Carrying on adulterous inter- 
courfe, and took their paflage home 

of 
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by the fame veffel: That they ar- 
rived at Yarmouth in the fame 
month, and immediately proceeded 
toLondon. On their arrival there 
Lady Webiter ordered her coach- 
man to drive to the houfe of a 
lady in Albemarle-ftreet, where 
fhe faw Sir Godfrey, and where 
fhe remained fome time, but re- 
fufed to fleep with him: her maid- 
fervant conftantly flept in her room, 
who depofed that during her lady’s 
{tay in Albemarle-ftreet, neither Sir 
Godfrey nor any other perfon flept 
with her: That on her quitting 
Albemarle-fireet, fhe went to re- 
fide in ready-furnifhed apartments 
in Brompton-row, and {flept in a 
two-pair of ftairs room in which 
there was only one bed; That Lord 
Holland vifited Lady Webtter at 
thefe apartments, flept in the fame 
bed with her, and they lived toge- 
ther in this place in all refpeéts as 
man and wife until the month of 
Auguft laft, at which time they re- 
moved to Brompton-Park, where 
they have ever fince refided: That 
on the 6th day of November laft, 
Lady Webfter was delivered by 
Dr. Crofts of a full-grown infant, 
at Brompton-Park: That Lady 
Webfter had frequently acknow- 
ledged the child to be Lord Hol- 
land’s, and that Lord Holland had 
paid the ufual fees to Dr. Crofts, 
and had ever fince maintained the 
child as his own. 

Sir Godfrey has fince obtained 
60001. damages againft Lord Hol- 
land; who, immediately after the 
divorce had taken place, married 
Lady Webfter. - 

Laft week a moft fhocking mur- 
der was committed on the body of 
Mr. Wood of Brownhills, near 
Newcaftle, in Staffordthire, by a 
Mr. Oliver, an apothecary in Bur- 
flem, near the fame place. It ap- 
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the latter paid his ad- 
drefles to one of Mr. Wood's 
daughters; but having been dif- 
miffed the houfe ‘by the old gentle- 
man, formed the defperate refolu- 
tion of fhooting him. ' On Friday 
laft he went to Mr. Wood with a 
brace of loaded piftols, faying, “I 
am come to die with you,” and im- 
mediately fhot him in the body: 
he then attempted to fhoot himfelf, 
but was prevented. Mr. Wood 
died in great agonies on Monday; 
and Oliver is committed to Staf- 
ford gaol to take his trial at the next 
aflizes. 

Diep. Ift. Shot himfelfin the 
weft porch of Weftminfter-Abbey, 
Col. Frederick. The coroner’s 
jury on the 3d returned a verdi& 
of Lunacy. On the 6th, at noon, 
his remains were brought in a 
hearfe to St. Ann’s, Soho, attended 
by two mourning coaches. Several 
gentlemen attended in the church, 
and followed the bier to the grave. 
The body was depofited at the weft 
end of the church, clofe by his fa- 
ther, King Theodore. About an. 
hour before the folemnity, a ref- 
pectable perfon defired that the 
following chara¢ter, in a fair hand- 
writing, might be placed upon the 
church wall:— 

“ Here lie 
the fhattered remains of Col. Free 
derick, fon of Theodore Kin 
of Corfica. ; 
In his deportment he was a finifhed 
gentleman ; 

In honour, honefty, and truth, . 

he was princely ; r 
he was poor in circumftances, but 
rich in the pofleffion of a moft libe- 

ral heart. 
The greateft diftrefs he laboured 
under, was the want of ability to re- 
lieve the diftreffes of others. 
God be with him.” 
3d. Shot 


pears that 
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3d. Shot himfelf, at his houfe at 
Debbenhall, Effex, Richard Muil- 
man Trench Chifwell, Efq. member 
of parliament for the borough of 
‘Aldor ough, in the county of 
York. This melancholy fuicide 
was occafioned by a chain of un- 
fuccefsful fpeculations on Weft 
India eftates, &c. at the commence- 
ment of the war. Previous to his 
unfortunate entrance into parlia- 
ment, and the conne¢tions thence 
arifing, Mr. Chifwell was confeffed- 
Jy worth near a. million fterling. 
About a year and a half fince, there 
were unfavourable rumours upon 
?Change refpeting his paper credit; 
fince which time his fpirits were 
_ evidently depreffed. On the morn- 
ing of the cataftrophe, he deftroyed 
fome particular papers, and then 
faftening his drefling-room door, 
difcharged a brace of balls from a 
oh through his head. His valet 
earing the report, immediately 
forced open'the door, and found him 
‘expiring. Mr. Chifwell has left a 
wife and an only daughter, now the 
widow of the late Sir Francis Vin- 
cent, Bart..a few years fince am- 
baffador at Venice, by whom fhe had 
one fon, now Sir Richard Vincent 
Bart. an accomplithed youth, about 
feventeen years of age, who was in 
an adjoining room when the fata! 
accident happened. Mr. Chifwell 
’ poffeffed a landed eftate in Effex of 
near 20001. per ann. He has left a 
‘will, in which he makes Mrs. Chif- 
well fole executrix. A coroner’s in- 
queft, compofed of the principal 
gentlemen in that quarter of the 
‘county of Effex, fat.on the bedy a 
few days finee, and, after confider- 
able deliberation, brought in their 
verdi& Lunacy. 
19th. At Bilton, near Rugby, in 
the county of Warwick, Mifs Addi- 
fon, only furviving daughter of the 
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celebrated Jofeph Addifon, Efq. 
born juft before his death, in 1718, 
by Sarah Countefs-dowager of War- 
wick, daughter of Thomas Dafh- 
wood Efq. alderman of London. 
Mifs Addifon was buried at Bilton, 
on the 10th of March. Many years 
fince fhe made her lJaft will in fa- 
vour of the third fon of Lord Brad- 
ford, who now comes in for her ef- 
tate. There are left at her late houfe 
at Bilton feveral portraits: of Mr. 
Addifon and his friends, with his li- 
brary, which, it is prefumed, con- 
tains many valuable booksand MSS. 
She inherited her father’s memory, 
but none of the difcriminating 
powers of his underftanding: with 
the retentive faculties of Jedediah 
Buxton, fhe was a perfect imbecile. 
She could go on inany part of her 
father’s works, orrepeat the whole, 
but was incapable of fpeaking or 
writing an intelligible fentence. 

At hishoufe in Pall-mall, in his 
74th year, James Dedfley, Efq. ma- 
ny years a very eminent and refpec- 
table bookfeller. He was brother, 
partner, and fucceffor in the bufi- 
nefs of the late ingenious Mr. 
Robert Dodfley. Robert very ear- 
ly invited his brother James (who 
was 22 years younger than himfelf) 
to aflift him in bufinefs. Their fa- 
ther kept the free fchool at Manf- 
field, in the county of Nottingham; 
and, being very much refpected, 
had alfo many other fcholars of 
neighbouring farmers and gentle- 
men. He was a little deformed 
man, and married a young woman 
of 17 at the age of 75, and hada 
child by this union at 78. Befides 
Robert and James, he had many 
other children, Mr. James Dod- 
fley became an a¢tive and ufeful 
partner to his brother; in conjunc- 


‘tion with whem he publifhed many 
‘works of the firft celebrity ; ** Col- 


lection 
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le&tion of Poems,” “* The Precep- 
tor,” &c. &c. and commenced, in 
1758, ‘The Annual Regifter.” 
Robert, who quitted bufineis early 
im 1759, died Sept. 28, 1764, at the 
age of G1; James perfevered in 
acquiring wealth by the moft ho- 
nourable literary connections. In 
1782 he communicated to the Rock- 
ibgham adminiftration the plan of 
the tax on receipts, which, though 
troublefome to the trader, has been 
productive of confiderable revenue 
to the ftate. A few years after, 
(1786) he was nominated as a pro- 
per perfon to be fheriff of London 
and Middlefex; in excufe for which 
he cheerfully paid the cuftomary 
fine. 
literary anecdote, that he fold no 
lefs than 18,000 copies of Mr. 


Burke’s famous “ Reflections on’ 


the French Revolution;” with con- 
fiderable advantage both to himfelf 
and to the author; to whom he 
made a very handfome compliment 
_ for the profits. His property 
(which is eftimated to be about 
70,0001.) he has given principally 
to nephews and nieces, and their 
defcendants: to fome of them 
80001. 3 per cents each; and to 
others 4 or 50001. each, in fpecific 
fums, or in higher funds: to each 
of his executors 10001. Thefe are 
Mr. Tho. Tawney, of Brooks-place, 
Lambeth, who married a daughter 
. ofhis brother Ifaac; Mr. J. Walter, 
of Charing-Crofs (with whom he 
had been in habits of friendthip, 
Mr. Walter having ferved his ap- 
prenticefhip with his brother Ro- 
bert); and Mr. G. Nicol, his Ma- 
jefty’s bookfeller, in Pall-mall. To 
his attorney, Mr. Webfter 10001. ; 
to Mr. John Freeborn, who had 
been for feveral years his affifant 
in bufinefs, 40001.; to his maid-fer- 
vant 5001 ; to his coachman 5001. 
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It is worthy noticing, as a 
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and alfo his carriage and horfes; 
to the poor of St. James’s, Weft- 
mintter, 2001. 3 percents; and tothe 
company of ftationers nearly 4001. 
By ahabit of fecluding hismfelf from 
the world, Mr. James Dodiley (who 
certainly poffeffed a liberal heart 
and a {trong underflanding) had 
acquired many peculiarities. He 
at one time advertifed an intention 
of quitting trade; but in lefs than” 
a fortnight, repenting the refolu- 
tion, again advertifed that he fhould 
continue in bufinefs, and refolicit- 
ed the favour of his friends. For 
fome years pat, however, he kept 
no public fhop, but continued to 
be a large wholefale dealer in books 
of his own copy-right. Of thefea 
part, to the amount of fome thou- 
fand pounds, was burnt by an ac- 
cidental fire in a warehoufe which 
he had not prevailed on himfelf to 
infure; but the lofs of which he 
was philofopher enough to bear 
without the leaft apparent emotion ; 
and fold to a gentleman the chance 
of the fragments of wafte paper that 
might be faved, fora fingle hundred 
pounds, This agreement was not 
fulfilled, but the whole remainder 
was afterwards fold for 80 guineas, 
He kept a carriage many years, but 
ftudioufly wifhed that his friends 
fhould not know it; nor did he ever 
ufe it‘on the eaftern fide of Temple- 
bar. He purchafed fome years fince 
an eftate with a {mallhoufe on it, 
between Chiflehurft and Bromley. 
On the houfe he expended an in- 
credible fum, more than would 
have_ rebuilt one of twice the {jze, 
which afterwards he rarely vifited, . 
and at length fet, with the eftate, 
on a long leafe, ata very low rent. 
Thouvh he has often exprefied his 
apprehenfion that the law (if he” 
fhould die inteftatesAvonld not dif-- 
pofe of his property as he could 
wih, 
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with, he never could perfuade him- 
felf to make a will till he was turn- 
ed of 70; fince which he has made 
four: the laft of them on January 
4, 1797, not long before his deceafe. 
He left every legacy clear of the tax, 
and appointed fix refiduary legatees. 


MARCH. 


1ft. A very fevere affray took 
place this evening in Market-lane, 
Pall-mall. An order had impru- 
dently been given to the foldiers 
guarding the entrance of the Ope- 
ra-houfe in that lane, to turn out 
the fervants of the nobility who 
ftood in the lobby ; which the fer- 
vants refifted, and the chairmen 
taking their part, attacked the fol- 
diers fo violently with their poles, 
that it was found neceflary to call 
in the affiftance of the guard at the 
front of the houfe to quell the riot. 
Several of ihe fervants were much 
wounded in the affray. 

3d. Public rejoicings took place 
in London, on account of the vic- 
tory of Admiral Jervis over the 
Spanifh fleet; and a fubfcription 
was entered into at Lloyd’s for the 
rélief of the widows and orphans 
of the brave men who fell on that 
occafion. 

4th. Twenty fhilling notes were 
iffied by the Bank of England. 

8th. This day was obferved as a 
general faft throughout the king- 
dom. 

10th. Spanifh dollars were this 
day iffued from the Bank, at four 
fhillings and ninepence each. 
llth. At the police-office Marl- 

bro’-ftreet, Lady Buckinghamfhire, 
Lady E. Lutterell, and Mrs. Sturt, 
were conviéted before N. Conant 
and T. Robinfon, Efqrs. in the pe- 
nalty of 50], each, for playing at 
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the game of faro; and Henry Mar- 
tindale was convicted in the fum of 
2001. for keeping the faro-table at 
Lady Buckinghamfhire’s houfe. 
The witnefles were two ci-devant 
fervants of Lady Buckinghamfhire. 
There were informations againft 
Mr. Concannen and Mr. O’Burne 
for fimilar offences. Both the de- 
fendants were found guilty, and 
paid the penalty. 

Thomas Muir, tranfported by the 
Britifh government to Botany-Bay, 
reached Cadiz about the beginning 
of this year. The veffel in which 
he failed carried him only to Noot- 
ka Sound, from whence he travel- 
led nearly the whole length of the 
weft coaft of America, and reached 
Panama, the governor of which 
fhewed him every civility. He 
croffed the isthmus of Darien, and 
went in a Spanifh frigate to Cuba; 
but the governor not thinking it 
proper to fuffer a man of his prin- 
ciples to be at large, confined him 
on the north fide of Cuba till a pro- 
per opportunity occurred to fend 
him to Spain. \ 

A boat, in which were two mid- 
fhipmen and fix failors, belonging 
to the Europa Ruffian fhip, at Cha- 
tham, coming from Sheernefs, was 
overfet by a fquall of wind; by 
which unfortunate accident one 
midfhipman and four men were 
drowned; the others were taken up 
by a failing barge, and put on fhore 
in the marfh, near the Folly-houfe; 
but not knowing the direét road, 
and the tide approaching very faft, 
overwhelmed the remaining unfor- 
tunates, who alfo fell viétims, ex- 
cept the midfhipman, the only fur- 
vivor left to relate the fhocking cir- 
cumftance: and he now lies dan- 
geroufly ill on board the Archipe- 
lago Ruflian frigate, 
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15th. A fire broke out in a malt- 
kiln at- Burwell, near Newmarket, 
occupied by Meffrs. Barlow and 
Wedge, which entirely confumed 
the fame, with the malting, in 
which were 351 coombs of malt 
and barley, moft of it damaged; 
alfo a houfe and workfhop, the 
property of Mrs. Brown, fell-mon- 
ger, widow ; a houfe of Mrs. Marv 
Haacfon, another of Richard Bunt- 
ing, a coal-fhed of Mr. Robert Ed- 
wards, and part of the premifes be- 
longing to Mr. William Shaw. 
Fortunately the wind blew from 
~ the fouth-eaft, which drove the 
flames towards the Fen. Bunting 
is a great fufferer.. Being a water- 
man, he had feveral fums of money 
belonging to Lynn, all of which 
were loft in the flames, not having 
time to get any thing out of his 
houfe. 

3d. The inhabitants of Weitmin- 
fter affembled in Palace-yard, and 
refolved to petition the king to dif- 
mifs Mr. Pitt and his colleagues 
from their offices. 
_ 16th.-At acourtofcommoncoun- 
cil the Lord Mayor called the atten- 
tion of the court to a requifition 
figned by forty-three liverymen, 
defiring him to calla common hall, 
* To confider of an humble addrefs 
and petition to his Majefty upon the 
prefent alarming flate of public af- 
fairs, and praying him to difmifs his 
prefent minifters from his councils 
for ever, as the firft ftep towards 
obtaining’ a f{peedy, honourable, 
and permanent peace.” That he 
had anfwered he would confult the 
court, and had received a proteft 
againft fucha meafure. His Lord- 
~ fhip fubmitted the feveral papers to 
the court, who were unanimoufly 


of opinion, that it would be highly 


improper for them. to give any opi- 
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nion refpecting the propriety or 
expedience of convening a com- 
mon hall. 

19th.. This morning about four 
o’clock a dreadful fire broke out at 
Mr. Brigg’s timber-yard, adjoining 
Haydon-{quare, in the Minories; 
which burnt with unoppofed fury 
for near two hours before water 
could be procured, and fpread fo 
wide that, notwithftanding the ut- 
moft exertions of the engines, near- 
ly thirty houfes were deftroyed, in- 
cluding fix or feven in front in the 
Minories. A great quantity of 
property belonging to the unhappy 
fufferers was fecured in the church 


of the Trinity, in the Little Mino- 


ries, under the protection of parties 
‘of the Guards and Weft London 
militia. 

23d. At a numerous common 
hail, a petition to the purpofe be- 
fore expreffed, was almoft unani- 
moufly voted; and the fheriffs, with 
the city’s reprefentatives in parlia- 
ment, were requefted to prefent it 
to his Majefty en the throne. 

24th. The fheriffs of London 
attended at St. James’s, to know 
when his Maiefiy would be pleafed 
to receive the petition of the Live- 
ry upon the throne; and were in- 
formed that his Majefty would re- 
ceive no petition from the city of 
London, except in its corporate 
capacity: but that he was willing 
to receive it at the Levee, in the 
ordinary manner of accepting ad- 
drefles. 

A riot of a ferious nature took 
place at Derby, on Monday night 
laft. A number of perfons having 
affembled in the Baptift chapel to 
hear Thelwall lecture on political 
fubjects, a mob. collected in the 
ftreet with.drums, horns, &c. and, 
after contenting themfelves fome 

time 
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time with drowning the voice of 
the orator in tumult, they at length 
broke the windows, wounded feve- 
ral perfons with brick and ftones, 
and threatened to deftroy the cha- 
pel. Thelwall, with a piftol in his 
hand, declared he would fhoot any 
perfon who molefted him; in con- 
fequence of which he was fuffered 
to depart without receiving any in- 
jury. It was a long time before 
the mob feparated. 
- At the affizes for Nampfhire 
(Lent affizes) there were fixty-four 
prifoners on the calendar for trial, 
of whom fifteen received fentencé 
ofdeath. — 

At the affizes for the county of 
Suffolk fix prifoners were capitally 
convicted, and received fentence of 
death; four of whom were after- 
wards reprieved. 

Atthe Suffex affizes at Eaft-Grin- 
ftead, eighteen prifoners weretried, 
two of whom were capitally con- 
victed, and received fentence of 
death, viz. John Green and George 
Mafon, for robbing Edward Whit- 
ten of half a guinea and nineteen 
fhillings on the highway, at Caf- 
tle-lane Corner, in the parifh of 
Weft Grinftead, in Auguft laft. 
They were, however, both repriev- 
ed. 

At York affizes five received fen- 

tence of death; one of whom was 
left for execution, and the other 
four were refpited. 
- AtStafford affizesthree only were 
fentenced to tranfportation for fe- 
ven years. The trial of Mr. T. 
Oliver, charged with fhooting Mr. 
J. Wood, was poftponed. 

At Warwick affizes ten prifoners 
received fentence of death; of whem 
three were left for‘execution. 

At Worceffer affizes eight prifo- 
hers received fentence of death. 
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They were all, excepting one, ‘re- 
prieved. 

At Oxford aflizes ten prifoners 
were capitally conviéted ; four of 
whom were left for execution. 

At Thetford affizes five received 

fentence of death; one of whom 
alone was left for execution. 
- At Kinegfton affizes thirteen pri+ 
foners were capitally convicted ; 
of whom three were left for execu- 
tion. 

At Winchefter affizes, out of fix: 
teen prifoners capitally convicted, 
three only were left for execution. 

At the Chelmsford affizes, ten 
prifoners were capitally conviéted ; 
of whom four were left for execu- © 
tion, and the other fix were ref- 
pited. Pa) 91 
At Reading affizes two were fen- 
tenced to be hung, one to be tranf- 
ported for fourteen years, four for 
feven years, and one to four years 
imprifonment. 

At Salifbury affizes four were 
eapitally convicted; who were left 
for execution. \ dd 

At Lancafter five criminals were 
capitally convicted. 

i7th. Elizabeth Brokefby was 
executed at Lincoln, purfuant to 
her fentence, for the murder of her 
hufband by poifon. After fentence 
fhe was taken from the bar in a 
ftate of infenfibility, and continued 
in fo entire a ftate of flupefaétion 
as to make it neceflary to fupport 
heron the fledge which drew her 
to the gallows, and lift her on the 
platform. Her body was delivered 
to the furgeon to be diffeéted and 
anatomized. er 

21ft. Purfuant to his fentence, 
William Suffolk, aged 46, was exe- 
cuted on the Caitle-hill, Norwich, 
for the wilful murder of Mary Beck, 
of North Walfham.- An intimacy 

fubfifted 


» 


‘tillhe left her for dead. 
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fubfifted between the prifoner and 
the deceafed, which the brother 
difapproving, defired Suffolk to dif- 
continue his vifits. Upon this, a 


_ violent difpute arofe, in which Suf- 


folk declared to the brother, that 
he fhould fee a great alteration be- 
fore night. Accordingly, meeting 


with the deceafed unfortunately in 


the courfe of the day (Feb. 3.) on 
the common near North Waltham, 
Suffolk with a large ftick at- 
tacked her, and repeated his blows 
In this 
ftate fhe was difcovered, and had 
only ftrength to declare that Suf- 
folk was her murderer; who, on 
being taken into cuftody, and foon 
after being informed by the confta- 


ble that fhe was not then dead, de- 


clared that if he thought fhe could 
have ftirred hand or foot, he would 
have beaten her till this time. | His 
body is hung in chains near the 
{pot where the murder was com- 


mitted. 


A moft fhocking murder was 


lately committed in Ireland on the 


body of Dr. Hamilton of Trinity- 


College, Dublin; the particulars of 


which are as follow: Dr. Hamilton 
had a living in the north, near the 


banks of Loch Swilly; and having 


dined a few days fince at the houfe 
of a Mr. Waller, in his neighbour- 


’ hood, the houfe was furrounded by 


a banditti of armed ruffians, about 
ten o’clock at night, who broke 
into the houfe while the family was 
at fupper, calling loudly for Dr. 
Hamilton, and threatening death 
to the whole family. Mrs. Waller 
implored mercy for her hufband, a 
feeble poor gentleman, who having 
loft the ufe of his limbs, was una- 
bl fly from their fury. She 
threw herfelf over him to protect 


“kim from affaflination, when the 
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mifcreants fired three fhots thro” 
her body, and killed hef inftantly. 
They then threatened to raze the 
houfe and put all its inhabitants 
to death, if Dr. Hamilton was not 
produced; and the fervants, to fave 
their own lives, dragged him from 
the wine-cellar to the door. He 
endeavoured to cling by the ftaple 
of the hall door lock, but the vil- 
lains burnt his hand to force him 
to quit his hold, and then dragged 
him a fhort diftancé from the houfe, 
where they, in 4 moft barbarous 
manner murdered him. He has 
lefé a wife and nine children 
wholly unprovided for. His being 
an active magiftrate againft the de- 
fenders, determined them upon the 
horrid act. Mr. Browne men- 
tioned the matter in the Irifh honfe 
of commons, in order to inftitute 
fome public provifion for this help- 
lefs family. 

A very melancholy affair has 
lately taken place at Smyrna. The 
circumftances are briefly thefe :—A 
party of {trolling German rope- 
dancers had arrived, and were ex- 
hibiting their feats on the tight 
rope to a numerous audience. 
As is the cuftom of that place, four 
janiffaries were placed as centinels 
at the door of the theatre, to pre- 
ferve the peace. After the per- 
formance had commenced, a num=- 
ber of Sclavonians entered the 
doors, one of whom infulted the 
Janiffaries, who refented his con- 
du&. A fcufile enfued, which tef- 
inated in the death of one of the 
Janiffaries, who was fhot by a Scla- 
vonian. An enquiry was inftantly 
fét on foot, anda demand fent to 
the theatre to give up the affaffin : 
he, however, from the fidelity of 
his comrades, could not be difco- 
vered. Time was allowed for the 
aifcevery, 
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difcovery, but to no effect; and it 
was at length determined to deftroy 
the theatre, unlefs he was given up. 
They ftill perfifted in their filence, 
which induced the janiffaries to 
fet fire to the theatre ; .and it. was 
completely deftroyed. The Turks 
roceeded to fet fire to all the Eng- 
ifh and other Chriftian factories, 
deftroyed property to the amount 
of nearly 100,000l. killed between 
12 and 1300 people, and threaten- 
ed to deftroy all the Chriftians 
“in the place. ; 

31ft. About four o’clock, a moft 
dreadful fire broke out at the’ old 
family manfion of the Duke of St. 

Albans, at Hanworth Park, near 
Hampton, which, in the courfe of 
three hours, deftroyed every part 
of the building, and all the beau- 
tiful gallery of paintings, which 

“were in heirloom wiih the houfe. 
Very little of the furniture was fav- 

_ed. The fire broke out at the back 

_of the houfe, near the library, and 

“was occafioned by a girl belonging 
toa farm-yard lighting her fire too 

near the windows. Owing to the 

‘high wind, the flames caught the 

“fhutters, and the. conflagration 

‘{pread through the manfion before 

any affiftance could be obtained. 

A boat belonging to a brig, 
lying in Winchelfea Nook, in its 
paflage from the fhore to the veffel, 

with the captain and two men on 


board, was, by a fudden fquall of 


wind, overfet. The captain faved 
his life by fwimming to fhoye; but 
‘the two men, being unable to fwim, 
were drowned. It is. faid the un- 


fortunate men belonged to New- ' 


haven; but of this we have received 
no affurance. 

In the courfe of this month, 
moft of the counties, cities, and 
towns of the kingdom, petitioned 
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‘one of the laft of the legitimate 


his Majefty for the removal of mi- 
nifters, and the confequent reftora- 
tion of ‘peace. ; 

Drep at her houfe in Halfmoon- 
ftreet, Piccadilly, after having been 
for fome weeks confined to her bed 
by a very fevere illnefs, Mrs. Pope, 
the celebrated aétrefs. She was 


School of Garrick; and had for 
years maintained, both as a tragic 
and comic performer in the Lon- 
don theatres, the moft refpectable | 
fituation. Her merits and talents, 
after nearly 30 years experience, 
are too well known to need any 
comment; they were univerfally 
acknowledged and admired; and, 
while fhe is lamented as a great 
public lofs, thofe who knew her 
domeftic worth, will feel alfo, in 
the death of fo eftimable a woman, 
a fource of much private affliction. 
In a wide range of characters, in 
tragedy and comedy, and in the 
humorous as wellas the fafhion- 
able walk of the latter, fhe has been 
uniformly diftinguifhed with ap-f 
plaufe. Mrs. Pope was defcended § 
from a good family, of the name 
of Younge, who. left her little be-# 
fide her education: fhe had her 
fituation in life to make at a period 
when moft girls are occupied by 
no other ideas than their pleafure.} 
In the courfe of her education, { 
had acquainted herfelf with the 
beft Englifh dramatic writers. It 
was a ftyle of reading fhe always§ 
relifhed fo much, that fhe now be- 
gan, ferioufly, to think of putting 
it into practice; and, procuring af 
letter of recommendation‘to Mr 
Garrick, he was fo well pleafec 
with her firft effay, that he took th 
pains of attending her at fevera 
private rehearfals, when every tria 
gave freth preofs of her abilities 
A 
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At the end of three months (in the 
winter of 176%) fhe came out in 
Imogen, in Cymbeline: a part, 
however, hazardous, from the va- 
riety of its difficulties; yet, fo 
ftrongly was fhe poffeffed of the 
fpirit of the author, and fo power- 
fully affifted by her addrefs, and 
other ftage accomplifhments, that 
fhe obtained univerfal applaufe. 
At Drury-lane theatre this admira- 
ble actrefs continued till the year 
1779. She then engaged with 
Mr. Harris, patentee of Covent- 
garden theatre, from which ‘fhe has 
_ fincebeen abfent but one feafon. In 
1784, during a profeffional excur- 
fion in Ireland, fhe faw Mr. Pope 
perform at Cork, and approved fo 
much of his powers, that fhe re- 
commended him to Mr. Harris; 
and at Covent-garden theatre his 
fuccefs juftified her opinion of his 
talents. A mutual affection arofe 
from this circumftance, and in a 
feafon or two afterwards, they were 
married.—Her remains were, on 
the 22d, conveyed from her houfe 
to Weftminfter-abbey, in a hearfe 
and fix, followed by feven mourn- 
‘ing coaches and her own carriage. 
In the firft were fome particular 
‘friends of the deceafed; thefe 
were followed by the School of 
Garrick (of which refpeétable fo- 
ciety fhe was an honorary member) 
and by the principal performers 
of Covent-garden theatre. The 
body was interred in the cloifters on 
the fouth fide, near the remains of 
Sir Richard Jebb, and on the right 
‘of Dr. Dupuis. The funeral fer- 
vice was read by the Rev. Weldon 
‘Champnefs. Mrs, Pope was born 
“in the year of the rebellion, 1745. 
The ftone that is placed over her 
_ remains is infcribed “ In memory 
jot Mrs. Elizabeth Pope, of the 
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Theatre Royal, Covent - garden, 
who died on the 15th of March, 
1797, aged 52 years.” 

In Bloomfbury fquare, ina fit of 
apoplexy, John Bonict de Main- 
aduc, Efq. M. D. and Member of 
the Corporation of Surgeons. of 
London. He died after his return 
from the funeral of Mr. Eyre, of 
Cecil-fireet. Thefe two gentle- 
men were married to two fifters. 
His ** Lectures” are announced to 
be “ publithed as foon as his papers 
can be arranged; which, from his 
fudden and unexpected death, may 
require fome time.” 

5. At Tiverton, Devon, aged 52, 
Capt. J.G. Stedman. He entered 
in the navy, but relinquifhed it on 
the laft peace, and accepted an en- 
fign’s commiffion in one of the Scots 
Brigade. regiments paid by the 
Dutch. He had attained the rank 
of Lieutenant when the meafure of 
fending a military force againft the 
rebel negroes on the river Cottica, 
in Surinam, the moft important, 
and now the only remaining, Dutch 
poffefion on the coaft of Africa, 
was projected. Impelled by a de- 
fire of exploring a part of the world 
not generally known, and the hope 
of preferment in fuch a dangerous 
fervice, he obtained admiffion into 
the corps of 500 volunteers, formed 
into feven companies, embodied as 
a regiment of marines, and intend- 
ed for Surinam, and was advanced 
by the Prince of Orange to the 
rank of captain, by brevet, under 
Colonel Tourgeoud, a Swifs, com- 
mander in chief. He quitted the 
Texel on Chriftmas day, 1772, and 
anchored in Surinam river Feb. 2, 
1773. He foon formed.ay at- 
tachment with a beautiful negro- 
girl of 15, one of the natural chil- 
dren of a Dutch planter, whofe 
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goodnefs of heart, and faithful at- 
tachment to him, were ftill more 
endearing than all her perfonal at- 
tractions; but, by the laws of the 
fettlement, fhe could not be re- 
deemed from flavery, or brought 
home to Europe, but died of poi- 
fon, a viétim to jealoufy, before 
the captain quitted her. After 
undergoing a variety of fatigues, 
and witnefling the moft horrid cru- 
elties, as well as moft extravagant 
diffipation, in the colony of S-ri- 
nam, he returned to his native, 
country; and, a little before his 
death, publifhed an interefting nar- 
rative of the expedition againit the 
revolted negroes of Surinam, in 
two volumes, 4to, illuftrated with 
eighty ‘elegant engravings from 
drawings made by himfelf. He has 
left a widow and five children. 


APRIL. 


1. Ata common hall, the Lord 
Mayor laid before the livery of 
London the following letter, which 
he had received from the theriffs : 

“© My Lord, In compliance with 
the refolution of the common 
hall, we waited on his Majefty at 
the levee yetterday, to know when 
he would be pleafed to receive the 
Petition of the Lord Mayor, Alder- 
men, and Livery. We were in- 
formed by the Duke of Portland, 
that his Majefty would receive it 
on Wednefday next at the levee, 
or any other levee-day ; but would 
not receive the petition on. the 
throne, as it does not come from 
the city of London in its corporate 
capacity. 

“S$. Lanoston, W.STAINEs.” 
- The Livery then refolved, ‘¢ That 

the theriffs of London had an ac 
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knowledged right to an audience 
of the King, and are in duty bound 
to demand the fame;?’ and di- 
reéted the fheriffs, attended by the 
remembrancer, to demand a per- 
fonal audience of his Majefty, to 
know his royal will and pleafure, 
when he will be pleafed to receive 
upon the throne the faid dutiful 
and loyal addrefs and petition. 

3. This evening a moft alarming 
fire was difcovered in the fuperb 
manfion-houfe of Yefter, belonging 
to the Marquis of Tweedale, which, 
by the wonderful activity of the 
fervants and workmen belonging to 
the place, aided by a numerous 
body of the inhabitants from the | 
village of Gifford, together with 
the Haddington engine, brought 
thence by abeut one hundred of 
the Durham rangers now ftationed 
there, who attended, accompanied 
by their officers, on the firft alarm, 
happily faved the principal part of 


the houfe; only one of the wings 


was burnt, and a great part of the 
furniture deftroyed. The fire was 
occafioned by a wooden joift being 
placed too near one of the vents, 
which had been burning fome time 
before burfting forth. 

The late accounts from New 
South Wales are particularly fa- 
vourable. The fettlement, of 
Broken Bay was in a flourifhing 
condition, as, indeed, were the 
other diffricts. The harveft of 
1795-6 (our winter) had proved 
abundantly produétive. “ad 

‘According to the return of 
aliens within the cities of Lon- 
don, Weftminfter, and the Borough 
of Southwark, lately prefented to 
the Houfe of Commons, the 
whole number of thofe perfons 
amounts only to 7041 

10, About 900 French prifoners 

from 
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from Porchefter Caftle were landed 
at Meffrs. Squire’s wharf, Peterbo- 
rough, whence they were efcorted 
to Yaxley barracks under a ftrong 
guard of light-horfe. The procetf- 
fion was truly awful. The barracks 
are entirely new, and fet on a moft 
healthful {pot at Norman Crofs, 
near Stilton in Huntingdonfhire. 

That excellent actrefs Mifs Far- 
ren performed this night for the laft 
time, previous to her marriage with 
the Earl of Derby. The play fhe 
chofe was the Schoo! for Scandal. 

_ The different avenues leading to 
the theatre were crowded with all 
ranks and defcriptions at a very 
early hour, and in a few minutes 
after the opening of the doors eve- 
ry bench in the heufe, and every 
paflage in the theatre, even to the 
feveral doors, was completely occu- 
pied. Never was fuch an audience 
feen at this or any other theatre. 

On her firft entrance fhe was 
greeted in the moft flattering man- 
ner; and the audience appeared to 
be animated with a principle of 
emulation, in beftowing their libe- 
ral plaudits throughout the whole 
of her performance. 

At the conclufion of the play, 
Mr. Wroughton immediately came 
forward, and addreffed the audience 
28 follows: 

But ah ! this night, adieu the mirthful mien, 
When Mirth’s lov’d fav’rite quits the mi- 
mic {cene ! 
Startled Thalia would affent refufe, 
But Saal and Virtue fued, and won the 
uic, 
Aw’d by fenfations it could ill exprefs, 


_Though mute the tongue, the bofom feels 
not lefs; 
Her fpeech your kind indulgence oft has 
nown, 

Be to her filence now that kindnefs thewn : 
Ne'er from her mind th’ endear’d record 
will part, 1 
But live the prondeft feeling of a grateful 


heart, 
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This addrefs was repeatedly in- 
terrupted by general and reiterated 
plaudits from all parts of the houfe. 
Mifs Farren appeared much affeét- 
ed at the generous conduét of the 
audience. After the torrent of ap- 
plaufe had fubfided, Mifs Farren 
came to the front of the ftage, with 
graceful and diffident fteps, to take 
her final farewell of her patrons. 
In a manner the moft elegant and 
impreflive fhe made her courtefy, 
firft to the right, next to the left, 
and laftly to the front of the houfe, 
amidft the univerfal, reiterated, and 
rapturous plaudits of the audience, 
many of whom accompanied their 
tokens of refpect with tears of fen- 
fibility. 

-5th. The fheriffs of London, 
(Meffrs. Langfton and Staines) ac- 
companied by the city remem- 
brancer, attended at St. Jamés’s 
yefterday, purfuant to the inftruc- 
tions of the laft common hall, to 
have a perfonal interview with the 
King, on the fubject of the peti- 
tion lately agreed to by the Livery- 
men. On being introduced to his 
Majefty, the fheriffs explained to 
him the privilege which they con-. 
ceived the citizens of London pof- 
feffed of prefenting their addreffes 
to his Majefty upon the throne; 
and informed him that, in the pre- 
fent inftance, they could not deli- 
ver their petition in any other man- 
ner. His Majefty replied, that he 
fhould always be ready to receive’ 
their addreffes or petitions at the 
Tewee, but that he could mot receive 
any petition wfon the throne from the 
city of London, except in its corpo- 
rate pe With this anfwer the 
fheritts and remembrancer retired. 

9th. The trial of Jones, the dele- 
gate of the London Correfponding 
Society, came on at Warwick ea 
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Thurfday, before Judge Grofe and 
a fpecial jury. The profecution 
was led by Mr. Percival, in a fair 
and candid manner; and the de- 
fendant was as ably fupported by 
Mefits. Romilly and Vaughan.— 
The Judge gave a charge, and ina 
few minutes the jury found a ver- 
di& of Guilty on the third count, 
which was,—‘* Will the people of 
Birmingham fubmit to the treafon 
and fedition laws?” Binns’s trial 
is poftponed till next affizes; four 
only of the fpecial jury being pre- 
fent, and only fix others appeared 
in court who were admitted by 
the crown and defendani.. The 
conviction of Jones is the firft that 
has taken place under the late act. 
His fenténce is not yet known. 

12th, At another commen hall 
the report from the fheritfs was 
read; ftating, that having taken the 
earlicft opportunity of waiting on 
his Majefty at the levee, they had 
obtained an audience, and deliver- 
ed the meffage direéted by the li- 
very ; to which his Majefty anfwer- 
ed, “ That the address not being 
the addrefs of the city of London 
in its corporate capacity, he could 
not receive it on the throne; that 
the anfwer given by the Duke of 
Portland was by his Majefty’s de- 
fire; and that his Majefty repeated 
his readinefs to receive the petition 
of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Livery, at the next or any other le- 
vee, provided the perfons prefent- 
ing it did not exceed the ufyal 
number of ten.” 

Two refolutions were then paf- 
fed, declaratory of the rights of 
the livery; and another was of- 
ered, which the Lord Mayor faid 
‘he could not, confiftently with 
his duty to preferve inviolate 
the rights of the livery, admit to 
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be put: the bufinefs: of the day 
upon which the livery were met 
being fpecified in the fummons if- 
fued to call them together, it was 
his duty to take care that no other 
bufinefs fhould be difcuffed.” Af- 
ter much altercation had taken 
place between feveral {peakers, the 
Lord Mayor ordered the infignia of 
office to be taken up, and the hall 
was of courfe diffolved; but not be- 
fore an unanimous vote of cenfure 
on the motion of Mr. Waithman 
was paffed on the conduct of the 
Lord Mayor for this unprecedent- 
ed attack on the deliberative rights 
of the livery of London in com- 
mon hall affembled. 

15th. The Prince of Wirtemberg 
arrived in town, waited upon the 
Royal Family at Buckingham-houfe, 
and paid his refpeéts to the Princefs 
Royal, his intended bride. 

A general and alarming mutin 
broke out on board the Channel- 
fleet, at Spithead. The crews un- 
animoufly refufed to proceed to fea 
unlefs their wages were advanced 
to thirty fhillings per month, and 
their allowance of provifions in- 
creafed. 

Mr. Colquhoun, in his treatife 
on the police of the metropolis, 
ftates the following curious fact : 

“There is a clafs of cheats, or 
female bankers, who accommodate 
barrow-women and others who fell 
fifh, fruit, vegetables, &c. in the 
ftreets, with five fhillings a day 
(the ufual diurnal ftock in fuch 
cafes); for the ufe of which, for 
twelve hours, they return a pre- 
mium of fixpence, when the money 
is returned in the evening, thereby 
receiving, at this rate, about feven 
pounds ten fhillings a year for every 
five fhillings they lend out. In con- 
templating this curious fyftem of 

| banking 
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banking (trifling as it feems to be) 
it is impoffible not to be forcibly 
ftruck with the immenfe profits that 
arife from it; for it is only necef- 
fary for one of thefe female fhar- 
pers to poffefs a capital of feventy 
fhillings, or three pounds ten fhil- 
lings, with fourteen fteady and re- 
guillar cuftomers, in order to realize 
an annual income of one hundred 
guineas!” 

17th. The Prince of Wirtem- 
berg fet out this morning on his 
tour to Bath, Briftol, Birmingham, 
Oxford, Portfmouth, and other 
places, previous to his marriage. 
His Serene Highnefs was attended 
by Count Zippelin, Baron Geerbitz, 
and Beant Hippefly. The tour 
is expected to take up near three 
weeks. 

‘20th. In confequence of fome 
ftrong remonftrances from the fea- 
men on board the fleet at Spithead, 
the lords of the admiralty have re- 
folved to recommend to his Majef- 
ty that an addition of five fhillings 
and fixpence a month be made to 
the wages of petty officers and fea- 
men of the royal navy; which will 
make the wages of able feamen one 
fhilling a day, clear of all deduc- 
tions; an addition of four fhillings 
and fixpence a month to the wages 
of every ordinary feamen; and of 
three fhillings and fixpence to the 
wages of landmen: and that none 
of the allowance made to the ma- 
rines when on fhore fhall be ftop- 

on their being embarked on 
board any of his Majefty’s fhips. 
Alfo, that all feamen, marines, and 
others, ferving in his Majefty’s fhips, 
fhall have the full allowance of pro- 
vifions, without any déductions for 
leakage or wafte; and that, until 
roper fteps can be taken for carry- 
ing this into effect, fhort allowance 


” 
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money fhall be paid to the men in 
lieu of the deduétion heretofore 
made; and that all men wounded 
in aétion fhall receive their full pay 
until their wounds fhall be healed; 
or until, being declared incurable, 
they fhall receive a penfion from~ 
the cheft at Chatham, or fhall be. 
admitted inté the Royal Hofpital at 


Greenwich. 

2iit. This morning Bly a fire’ 
broke out at Mr. Bartlet’s, tallow- 
chandler, Brewer-ftreet, Golden- 
fquare, which in a fhort time con- 
fumed the whole of the premifes, 
the inhabitants efcaping only with 
their lives. A quick fupply of en- 
gines and water prevented its com- 
munication, by the great exertions 
of the firemen. 

22d. A royal proclamation was 
iffued for pardoning fuch feamen | 
and marines of the {quadron of his 
Majefty’s fleet ftationed at Spithead 
as have been guilty of any act of 
mutiny or difobedience of orders, 
or any breach or neglect of duty, 
and who fhall, upon notification of 
fuch proclamation on board their 
refpective fhips, return to the regu- 
lar and ordinary difcharge of their 
duty. 

26th. The following anfwer was 
yefterday returned by the Lord May- 
or to the requifition of the livery to 
calla common hall for the purpofe 
of taking into confideration the re- 
port of the fherifts. 

“ Manfion-houfe, April25, 1797. 
“¢ Gentlemen, 

“ Having fully confidered the 
requifition figned by a number of 
the liverymen of London, and de- 
livered to me by you om the 22d 
inftant, wherein they requeft of me 
to convene a common hall within 
eight days, for the purpofe of tak- 
ing into confideration ‘ the report 

B4 of 
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of the fheriffs communicated to the 
livery in common hall affembled, 
on Wednefday the 12th inftant; 
and to inveftigate the real caufes of 
the awfuland alarming ftate of pub- 
lic affairs; and to adopt fuch mea- 
fures as may be expedient in the 
prefent conjuncture,’ I requeft of 
you, gentlemen, to inform them 
that I will mmoft readily convene a 
common hall any day in the com- 
ing week which may be moft con- 
venient to them (after the termina- 
tion of the feffions at the Old Bai- 
ley) for the purpofe of taking into 
confideration * the report of the 
fheriffs communicated to the livery 
in common hall affembled, on 
Wednefday the 12th inftant;’’ but 
that I deem it incompatible with 
my duty to affemble the livery for 
the purpofe of inveftigating the 
real caufes of the awful and alarm- 
ing ftate of public affairs: a propofi- 
tion too extenfive and unqualified 
to adinit of difcuffion in an affembly 
confeffedly not deliberative. Iam, 
gentlemen, your humble fervant, 

* Brook Watsox, Mayor.” 
6 To Meffrs. Thomas Reeve, 

John Elfee, and S. Miller.” 

The feamen on. board the fhips 
at Plymouth, who had fome time 
before declared themfelves in a 
ffate of mutiny, expreffed them- 
felves perfectly fatished with the 
conceifions made by the admiralty 
to their brethren at Spithead. 

From Lifbon, under the date 
April 14, the following remarkable 
circumftance is thus ftated: “ On 
Monday evening laft, a dreadful 
affray took place at Belem, between 
the foldiers of the twelfth regiment 
of light dragoons and our people. 
It began in a public-heufe, where 
two of the foldiers went to get 
fome wine. The landlord would 


not permit them to go into a room 
to fit down to drink it: this gave 
rife to a deal of abufe on both fides. 
At laft the landlord drew a knife, 
and {tabbed one of the foldiers, but 
fortunaiely not dangeroufly; the 
foldier knocked him down, and 
dragged him into the ftreet, where 
he beat him heartily. Our people 
feeing their countryman fo roughly 
handled, took his part, and pelted 
the English with ftones: this alarm- 
ed their comrades in the barracks, 
who fallied out, and drove the Por- 
tuguefe into the queen’s ftables, 
where they fuppofed the foidiers 
would not dare to follow them, 
and from the windows of which 
place they continued the pelting, 
and wounded an officer and a pri- 
vate. This enraged the'dragoonsfo 
much, that they drew their fwords, 
ftormed the ftables, broke down 
the doors, and laid about them with- 
out mercy. Our people, to fave 
themfelves, jumped out of the win- 
dows, and feveral of them are much 
cut and bruized. The Englifh took 
eight prifoners to the guard-houfe, 
from whence they have been re- 
moved to another prifon. They 
will be feverely punifhed ; and if 
they efcafe hanging, may think 
themfelves lucky, as a riot is confi- 
dered here as a greater crime than 
murder. In the heat of the battle, 
the Princefs Dowager of Brazil hap- 
pened to pafs by in her carriage, 
the windows of which were broke 
by the ftones thrown from the fta~ 
bles: her efeudiero (efquire) a man 
of great confequence, a fidalgo (a 
noble) a character confidered in this 
country as facred, being above the. 
reach of the laws, began to divert 
himfelf by horfewhipping the fol- 
diers: they immediately pulled him 
from his horfe, treated him with half 

a dozen 


CHR ONC LA. 


dozen found Englith kicks, and 
carried him prifoner to the guard- 
houfe. The dragoons are obliged 
to be cautieus; and do not go out 
gly or without arms, as they mn 
ark of being affaffinated. Inquiry 
is making by our court to difcover 
the ringleaders; and every body ac- 
wits the Englifh from the fmalleft 
egree of blame.”’ 
' Diep at Botany Bay, March 16, 
1796, where he had in fome degree 
‘rendered his fituation. comfortable, 
and habituated himfelf to the exile 
into which he had been fo cruelly 
fent by his inhuman perfecutors, 
jofeph Gerald. He lived ina {mall 
houfe, with a garden attached to it, 
at adiftance from the town of Syd- 
ney, to which he retired witha fix- 
ed and deep decline, which brought 
him to his grave in lefs than two 
months. He received the moft li- 
beral attention from governor Hun- 
ter; and his body, at his own de- 
fire, expreffed two days before his 
death, was buried in his own gar- 
den. Three days after Mr. Ge- 
rald (viz. on the 19th of March, 
1796) Mr. Skirving died of a dy- 
fentery:s He had bought a {mall 
farm already cleared, and fet him- 
felf to the improvement of it with 
indefatigable induftry. In getting 
in his harveft he caught this com- 
plaint, which is very common, and 
fell a victim to it. 
5th. At Afton, in Yorkfhire, of a 
mortification, occafioned by break- 
ing his fhin in ftepping out of his 
carriage two days before, the Rev. 
William Mafon, precentor and one 
of the refidentiaries of York cathe- 
dral, prebendary at Drimeld, and 
rector of Afton; author of “ Elfri- 
da,” “ Caraétacus,” “* The Englith 
Garden,” “ Tranflation of Fref- 
poy’s Art of Painting,” and feveral 
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other celebrated poems, ‘* The Life 
of Gray,” &c. He was the fon of - 
a clergyman who had the living of. 
Hull; but it is not eafy to fix the 
precife time of his birth. He was 
admitted of St. John’s College, 
Cambridge, where he _rsbeaeo 
B. A. 1745; and whence he remov- 
ed to Pembroke-hall, of which fo- 
ciety he was eleéted a’fellow 1747, 
and took the degree of M. A. 1749. 
In 1754 he entered into holy or- 
ders, and was patronized by the 
then Earl of Holderneffe, who ob- 
tained for him the appointment of 
chaplain to his Majesty, and gave 
him the valuable re&tory of Afton. 
Mr. Mafon was an acknowledged 
{cholar, and pofteffed high claims 
to a confiderable degree of poetical 
reputation. All that could be ga- 
thered from the Greek and Roman 
ftores, certainly contributed to em- 
bellifh his mind; but-it may be 
reafonably queftioned whether it 
was enriched by any great fhare of 
original genius; though it muft be 
admitted that his ‘ Caraétacus’’ 
and “ Elfrida’? abound in paflages 
marked by energy and fpirit. The 
memorable ‘* Heroic Epiftle to Sir 
William Chambers” has been often 
attributed to this gentleman; and 
if he were the author of it, he cer: 
tainly poffeffed no {mall portion of 
fatirical humour, as well as poeti- 
cal ftrength: but the work is fo 
different from the general charac- 
ter of his productions, that it is 
hardly to be confidered as the off- 
{pring of his mind. It is certain 
that he never acknowledged it. 
In private life his character, though 
with fomething in his manners be- 
yond the mere dignity of confcious 
talents and literature, was diftin- 
guifhed by philanthrepy and fervid 
friendfhip. For the latter- quality 
we 
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we have only. to.ebferve his con-, 


duct,in relation to Gray, whofe 

enius he eftimated with.a zeal of 
enthufiafm (to borrow an expreflion, 
ofold Fheobald) .“ amounting to 
idolatry.”» Upon the whole, he is 
to be-viewed as a.man,who may be 
ranked with the fupporters of Bri- 


tifh literature and morals. — The. 


appointment of ine four canons- 
refidentiaries of York cathedral ‘is 
in the gift of the Dean, who is 
obliged, by ftatute, to give the Va- 
cant, canonry to the’ firft man he 
fees after the vacancy, capable of 
taking it. Mr. Markham was his 
firft fight on the death of Mr. Ma- 
fon. He married Mary, daughter 
of William Shermon, of Kingfton 
upon Hull, Efq. who died, March 
24th, 1767, in her 28th year, at 
Briftol; in the north aile of which 
cathedral he erected. to her memo- 
ry a neat monument of white mar- 
ble, with the weil-known lines. 


At, Laufanne, in Switzerland,, 


§. A, D. Tiffot, M..D. who, for 
near half a century, enjoyed a very 
extenfive reputation as a phyfician 
and medical writer. He was, one 
of the earlieft, ableft, and moft zea- 
‘lous vindicators of the practice of 
inoculation on the continent of 
Europe. His treatife on this fub- 
ject, “ D’Inoculation juftifice,”’ was 
publifhed in 1754; but the works 
which rendered him the mott po- 
pular were, his ‘¢ duis au Peuple,” 
and his treatifes on the health of 
literary men, and of people of 
fafhion. 


MAY. 


' 2. The Recorder paffed fentence 
of death on Elizabeth O’Connor, for 
privately ftealing in a fhop; James 
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Andrews, for returning from tranf- . 
portation; William Noah, James” 
Barrow, Henry, Butler, John Tull, 
William Ward, and William Smith, 
for houfe-breaking ;, Santuel Chef- 
ter and Thomas Perry, for a high- 
way robbery ;, Jarvis, for privately 
ftealing a quantity of wine; and 
Thomas Bennet, for forgery. —The 
feffions was then adjourned to the 
31it of May. : A 
5th. A melancholy accident Uae 
pened this evening at Plymout 
Two young ladies, daughters of’ 
Mr. Shephard, furgeon, of the dock. 
yard, and another lady of the name 
of Gregg, were playing on one of. 
the fhip’s yards, which was at the 
maft-houfe to be repaired; when 
it gaye way on a fudden, and ‘the’ 
ladies not being able to extricate 
themfelves, rolled over them, which 
occafioned the immediate death of 
the two first, who were moft fhock-+ 
ingly mangled; and the other had 
her leg broken. The eldeft of the 
two fiflers was about the age of fif- 
teen; and the other only in her 
twelfth year, a 
7th. The mutiny was renewed at 
Spithead. The Channel fleet re- 
fufed to put to fea, under the pre- 
text that government did not mean 
to fulfil the promifes held out ‘by 
them to the failors; the delegates 
re-afiembled, and fent a deputation 
to the London, Admiral Colpoys’ 
fhip, at Portfmouth, whom the. Ad- 
miral refufed to admit on board, . 
and enforced .his authority by .or- 
dering the marines to fire into, the 
boat. This conduét was refented 
by the crew of the London, who 
immediately depofed the Admiral, 
ftruck his flag, and hoifted the en- 
fign of defiance. ’ 
This evening, between eight and 
nine o’clock, Mr. Fryer, of South- 
. @mpton 
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ampton-buildings, Holborn, clerk 
to an attorney, accompanied by a 
young lady, his coufin, and of his 
own name, to whom he was foon 
to be married, was attacked in the 
fields, near White-Conduit Houfe, 
by three footpads, who fhot him 


through the head, and robbed him: 


of his watch and money. The 
Bow-ftreet patrol, who were with- 
in a fhort diftance at the time, on 
hearing the report of the piftol, 
made to the fpot, where they found 
Mr.Fryer weltering inhis blood, and 


~~ whoin afew momentsafterexpired. 


_A ftick with a fword in it, and with 
which it is thought he made fome 
refiftance, was lying by him. 

. The following is the anfwer re- 
turned by the Lord Mayor to the 
requifition made to him to call a 
common hall :— 

“ Gentlemen, 

*¢ Having duly confidered the re- 
quifition figned by a number of the 
livery of London, dated on the 
29th ult. and delivered to me by 
you on the 3d inftant, wherein 
they request of me “ to call a com- 
mon hall on an early day, to take 
into confideration the report of the 
fheriffs, communicated to the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery, in 
common hall affembled, on Wed- 
nefday the 12th of April — the 
grievances brought on you by a 
corrupt fyftem of undue influence, 
and the incapacity of his Majefty’s 
minifters — to fubmit feveral refo- 
lutions expreflive of the fentiments 
contained in the petition of the 
livery (refolved almoft unanimouf- 
ly) to be prefented to the King on 
the throne; and of a motion that 
your reprefentatives in parliament 
be inftructed to move in the Houfe 
of Commons, or fupport fuch mo- 
tion, that an humble addrefs be 
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prefented to his. Majefty, praying 
him. to difmifs from his. prefence 
and councils his prefent weak and 
wicked minifters, as the moft likely 
means of obtaining a f{peedy and 
permanent, peace;”’ I requeft of 
you, Gentlemen, to inform thofe 
who figned the requifition, that I 
will immediately dire& the ufual 
precepts to be iffied for convening 
a common hall of the liverymen 
of this city, on Thurfday next, the 
11th inftant, for the following pur- 
pofes:—to take into confideration 
the report of the fheriffs, commu- 
nicated to the Lord Mayor, Alder- 
men, and Livery, in common hall 
affembled, on Wednefday, the 12th 
of April — To confider of feveral 
refolutions, exprefiive cf the fenti- 
ments contained in the petition of 
the livery (refolved almoft unani-s 
moufly) to be prefented to the 
King on the throne; 2nd to con- 
fider a motion, ‘ That the repre- 
fentatives of this city in parliament 
be inftructed to move or fupport 
f:ch motion, that an humble addrefs 
be prefented to his Majefty, pray- 
ing him to difmifs from his prefence 
and councils his prefent weak and 
wicked minifters, as the moft like- 
ly means of obtaining a fpeedy and 
permanent peace.’ 
“ Brook Watson, Mayor. 
* To Meff: T. Reeve, John 
Elfee, §. Miller.’ 
11th. Another common hall was 
held at Guildhall on the fubject 
previoufly noticed, when feveral 
{trong refolutions were entered in- 
to, declaratory of the rights of the 
livery ; afferting, “ that his Majef- 
ty’s minifters have wantonly plung- 
ed this nation into an unjuft and 
unneceflary war, which has pro- 
duced a feries of calamities un- 
exampled in hiftory ; an enormous 
increafe 


a8 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1797. 


increafe of public debt; an alarm- 
ing diminution of our trade and 
manufactures; an abridgment of 
our rights and privileges ; a fhame- 
ful profufion of our national wealth, 
by fubfidizing allies abroad, and 
fupporting a fyftem of corruption 
at home, to the deftruction of pub- 
lic credit—thus evincing a difpofi- 
tion to facrifice the blood, treafure, 
and liberties of the kingdom, in 
fupport of meafures repugnant to 
the principles of the conftitution, 
derogatory to the dignity and fafety 
of the King, and ineonfiftent with 
the happinefs of the people ;”” di- 
recting their reprefentatives in par- 
liament to move for an addrefs to 
the King, “ to difmifs his prefent 
miniiters, as the moft likely means 
of obtaining a fpeedy and perma- 
nent peace ;” and concluding with 
acenfure on the Lord Mayor, who, 
“by diffol¥ing the laft common 
hali on a frivolous and unfounded 
pretence of the irrelevance of the 
refolution which was moved to the 
occafion on which the hall was af- 
fembled, by refufing to convene 
another common hall, for all the 
purpofes fpecified on a like frivo- 
lous and unfounded pretence of 
the livery of London, not being a 
deliberative body; and, by con- 
vening the prefent common hall 
for purpofes fhort of thofe which 
are fpecified in the requifition, has 
violated the rights of the livery, 
has fuffered his politicalattachments 
to warp his official conduct, and 
proved himfelf to be utterly unde- 
ferving- of the confidence of his 
conftituents.”’ at) 

Thefe refolutions, having been 
carried by a large majority of the 
perfons prefent, were ordered to 
be publifhed once in all the newf- 
papers in Great Britain. 


13th. Tuefday laft, his Moft Se- 
rene Highnefs the Hereditary Prince | 
of Wirtemberg came to the apart- 
ments prepared for the reception 
of his Moft Serene Highnefs at St.’ 
James’s. 

14th. A dreadful fire broke out 
yefterday morning, at three o’clock, | 
at a tobacconift’s {hop in the High- 
ftreet, in the Borough, oppofite the 
Marfhalfea prifon, which raged with 
great fury for fome hours, and was 
at length, by the exertions of the 
firemen, got under with the lofs of . 
the Black Bull public-houfe, a pork- 
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fhop, a paftry-cook’s fhop, and a ~ 


mercer’s; befides doing confider- 
able mifchief to two rows of houfes, 
one in Maypole-alley, the other in 
Redcrofs-alley, both immediately 
adjacent. Verily happily no lives 
were loft. 

A fquadron under the command 
of Rear Admiral Curtis, arrived at 
St. Helen’s, from Torbay, and the 
crews of feveral of the fhips imme- 
diately declared themfelves in a 
ftate of mutiny, and fent feveral of 
their officers on fhore; but on being 
informed by the delegates of the 
Channel fleet that Government 
had complied with their demands, 
they returned to their duty tho- 
roughly fatisfied. — 

By the report of the Secret Com- 
mittee of the Irifh Houfe of Lords, 
it appears that the firft profcribed 
lift made out by the confpirators, 
contained the names of 30,000 per- 
fons, moft of whom were to be put 
to death ; and that a traitorous cor- 
refpondence has been carried on 
between the leaders of the United 
Irifhmen and the French govern- 
ment. 

The following article appears 
among the papers lately feized at 
Belfaft — 
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Reports FROM THE BARONIAL 


CoMMITTEE. 
Men Money. 
Antrim, 92,999. tb. F806. oS 
Down, - 16,000. 4011 8 
Derry, - 10,000 - 8 5 9 
Tyrone, - 6,860 ———— 
Armagh, 4,000 - 7 8 5 
Monaghan, 3,020 
Donegal, 5,000, -.; 9), 9-7 
Cavan, - 1,000 
Meath, - 1,776 ee 
Fermanagh, 2,000 —— 
Louth, - 2,060 oleate 
Total Men, 74,638 L.144 2 12 
Paid to Antrim 
Prifoners,. --.:.L. 78 6 8 
Down ditto, - .- 11 7 6 
Fermanagh ditto,. - 719 3 


A Delegate of Tyrone, 2 5 6 
L. 99 18 11 
° Balance, L. 44 3 22 
1sth. Yefterday afternoon the 
eremony of the nuptials of Frede- 
ic William, Hereditary Prince of 
_Wirtemberg Stutgardt, with Char- 
lotta Augufta..Matilda, Princefs 
Royal of Great Britain, Lady of 
the Imperial Order of St. Cathe- 
rine, was performed in the Chapel 
Royal, St. James’s. 
About one o’clock the proceffion 
-commenced. It was led by drums, 
trumpets, kettle-drums, the ferjeant 
trumpeter, and mafter of the cere- 
-monies. 
At half-paft one, his Serene High- 
-nefs the bridegroom (dreffed in a 
peach-coloured fuit, richly embroi- 
dered) entered the chapel, conduét- 
ed by the Lord Chamberlain and 
Vice-Chamberlain, fupported by 
.the Duke of Beaufort and Duke of 


Leeds, and attended by Count Zep- 
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pelin, Baron Rieger, Lord Malmef- 
bury, and Colonel Fane—the or- 
gan playing Handel’s Overture in 
Efther. 

On his Serene Highnefs taking 
his feat, the Lord Chamberlain, &c. 
returned for the Bride’s proceffion. 

_ Her Royal Highnefs (fuperbly 
drefled in white and filver, fcarlet 
mantle, crimfon velvet coronet, 
with a broad band, and a large 
plume of diamonds, decorated with 
the order of Saint Catherine) was 
fupported by the Duke of Clarence, 
in a dark brown fuit, richly em- 
broidered, and Prince Erneft, in 
the Hanoverian uniform ; her train 
borne by the bride -maids, Lady 
Frances Somerfet, daughter of the 
Duke of Beaufort ; Lady Mary 
Bentinck, daughter of the Duke of 
Portland; Lady Caroline Damer, 
daughter of the Earl of Dorchefter; 
and Lady Mary Howe, daughter of 
Earl Howe, drefledin white. Ladies 
Cathcart, C, Waldegrave, C. Finch, 
and F, Bruce, were the attendants. 
During the entrance of her Royal 
Highnefs’s proceffion, Handel's 
Overture was played in like manner 
as when that of the Prince entered 
the chapel. 

The next proceffion was that of 
the King.— His Majefty, dreffed in 
a dark brown fuit, richly embroi- 
dered, was attended by the Lords 
and other officers of his houfehold, 
Lord Privy Seal, Lord Prefident of 
the Council, Lord Chancellor, Duke 
ef Portland, Archbifhop of Canter- 
bury, Archbifhop of York, and the 
Duke of Norfolk, Earl Marfhal of 
England. j 

The Queen then entered, attend- 
ed by the officers of her houfehold. 
Her Majefty was dreffed in white, 
with a profufion of diamonds. 

The Prince of Wales was next 

7 an 


~ al 
in the proceflion, attended by the 
officers of his eftablifhment. The 
drefs of his Royal Highnefs was a 
fky-blue, richly embroidered down 
the feams, and decorated with a 
diamond ftar and epaulette. 

The Princefs of Wales, in a fil- 
ver tiffue train, with purple, lilac, 
and green trimmings, followed her 
royal hufband, conducted by the 
Earl of Cholmondeley. 

The Duke of York, ina full drefs 
fuit of regimentals, and his royal 
Duchefs in an elegarit drefs, the 
body and train of lilac filver tiffue, 
and the petticoat magnificently 
embroidered, next appeared, and 
were followed by the Princeffes, 
in white, according to their feni- 
-ority., |. 

The Duke of Gloucefter, and 
Prince William, were in full uni- 
-forms, and the Princefs Sophia 
difplayed a neat and elegant drefs. 

The maids of honour, the Peer- 
‘effes of the royal houfeholds, fol- 
lowed by four Yeomen of. the 
‘Guard, clofed the proceffion. 

Upon entering the chapel, all the 
perfons that were in the pro- 
ceffion retired to the feveral places 
-appointed for them. The King 
and Queen were feated in chairs 
of ftate on the right and left of 
the altar. The Prince of Wales 
fat next to his Majefty; the Prin- 
cefs of Wales was on the left of 
the Queen ; and the Princeffes oc- 
cupied feats arranged on each fide 
for their accommodation. 

The royal family having taken 
their feats, the marriage-ceremony 
commenced. It was performed 
by the Archbifhop of Canterbury, 
aififted by the Archbifhop of York; 
‘at the conclufion of which the bride 
.and bridegroom retired to their 

feats, when the anthem was per- 
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formed, The proceffion then re- 
turned to the drawing-room in 
the fame order in which it entered 
the chapel, the band playing the 
march in Scipio. 

The Prince received the hand 
of his amiiable Princefs from his 
Majefty.. Her Royal Highnefs was 
perfeétly collected and unembar- 
raffled during the performance of 
the ceremony, while the Princeffes, 
her fifters, fhed tears of fenfibility 
and affection on.-the occafion. 
Their Majefties alfo difcovered an 
excefs of parental ‘feelings. The 
whole of the ceremony exhibited 
a fcéne highly awful and impref- - 
five. 

The heat, owing to the immenfe 
crowd, was fo intenfe; that feveral 
ladies were overcome by it ; and it 
was with much difficulty that one 
of the bride-maids was prevented 
from fainting away. 

The Stadtholder, the Princefs of 
Orange, and their attendants, were 
accommodated in the centre of the 
King’s gallery, facing the altar; the 
other parts of which were occupied 
by the Duchefs of Leeds, Duchefs 
of Rutland, and her two daughters, 
Lady Buckingham, Lady Stopford, 
and feveral other females of dif- 
tinction. 

The orcheftra was much better 
contrived on this occafion than on 
that of the marriage with the Prince 
of Wales, the organ being placed 
directly over the altar. 

_ After the folemnization of the 
marriage, the queenhelda drawing- 
room, which was attended by the 


‘whole of the royal family, the fo- 


reign minifters, great officers of 
ftate, anda numerous and brilliant 
affemblage of the nobility of both 
fexes, who paid their refpects to 
their Serene. Highneffes the 2a 
an 


Pa 
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and Princefs of Wirtemberg, on 
the occafion of their union. The 
court clofed at half paft five, when 
‘their Majefties and the Princeffés 
Augutfta and Elizabeth in one car- 
Tiage, the Prince and Princefs of 
‘Wirtemberg in ‘a travelling poft- 
‘chaife, and the other princeffes in 
‘a third, all left town, with their at- 
‘tendants, for Windfor Lodge to 
‘dinner. , 

The coronation of the émperor 


Paul I. was performed at Mofcow - 


on the 16th ultimo. His imperial 
“majefty was to leave that city on 
“the 14th inftant to make a journey 
‘to Aftracan. The emprefs will re- 
turn to Peterfburg,'where the em- 
_peror will alfo return on the day of 
“St. Peter and Paul. After ‘the ce- 
remony was completed, his’/Majefty 


‘among the people. 45,000 pieces 
of filver money, each of the value 
~ of twenty-five copecs, were coined ° 
’ for this occafion. 

The following are the rentals’of 
‘Trith eftates belonging to noblemen ‘ 
-who generally ae in England, 


“viz, 
i Fis eer bun.’ 
~ Marquis poiegat - 1. 48,000° 
_ Marquis Downfhire — 2, 008) 
“Marquis Hertford’ - "15, 500? 
, Marquis Lanfdowne’ 13,500 
* Duke of Devonfhire 11,000 
Earl Fitzwilliam. - 9,000 
Earl of Barrymore + 7,500 
Vifcount Montmorres 5,000 
al ifcount Downe - ~7,000 


_ Dublin, 23. "The following no- 
_ tice, in large bills, is pofted up in 


" the ftreets ‘of Dublin :-— 


“© Adjutant - General’s Office, 
* 20th May, 1797. 
' General Orders. —In obedi- 
“ ence to an order from the Lord 
* Lieutenant and council,» it is 


‘their conferences. 
_rade the ftreets and ramparts of the 


‘ral of their fleet. 
“any cominand or authority’ what- 
ever: 

"A Board of Aditiiralty went to Spit 


cas 
“ the Commander in Chief's com- 
“ mand, that the military do aét, 


‘“ without waiting for direCtions 
~““ from the civil magiftrate, in dif- 


“ perfing any tumultuous affem- 
“‘ blies, or perfons threatening the 
“«’ peace of the realm, and the. fafe- 
“ ty of the lives and properties of 
“his Majetty’ s loyal fubjedts what- 
“ foever.” 

With fuch method is the mutiny 
carried on at Sheernefs, that thete 
is in every fhip a committee, con- 


‘fifting of tweive men, who deter- 


mine not only all affairs relative to 
the internal management of the vef- 
fel, but decide on the mérits of their 
ref pective delegates; againft whom, 
if any charge can be fubftantiated, 
they inflict a fevere punifhiment. 


~ Thefe delegates '¢6 regularly évery 
“with his own hand thréw money ~ 


day to Sheerne? s, where they”hold 
They then pa- 


garrifon, with a degree of triumph - 
ant infolence, and hold up ‘the 
‘bloody flag of defiance as a matk 
‘of feorn to the military: At the 
head of thefe men marches that per- 
“fon who’ is confidered the’ admi- 
No officer has 


head, to inyettigate the nature ‘of 
the eerie of the mutinousfeamen 


' belonging to the Channel-fécet. 


27. The mutineers of Sheer nefs 
proceeding to very alarming acts of 


‘violence, blocked up the entrance 
of the Thames, hoifted enfigns of 
‘defiance, se compelled all.” the 


thips of war, in the Medway, and at 
the Nore, to join the flag of re- 

volt. : © 
29. Lord Spericer offered a ge- 
neral pardon ‘to the: mutineers at 
Sheernefs, provided they returned 
immedi- 
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immediately to. their duty; which 
offer was rejected. 

31. Several hips belonging to 
Admiral Duncan’s fleet, joined the 
mutineers at the Nore. 

The Duke of Wirtemberg has.a 
library at Stutgard, of 100,000 vo- 
lumes. His Serene Highnefs is.a 
great collector of ancient books, 
or, as a French writer terms it, 

~@ la grand fureur des livres anciens. 


He has often travelled in purfuit . 


of them, and gives liberal prices. 
His collection of Bibles is unique ; 
they amount to nine thoufand, all 
different editions, and of all lan- 
guages; and it is fuppofed that 
ftill three thoufand more are 
yet wanting to render it complete. 
his library. contains more. than 
two thoufand volumes printed be- 
fore the year 1500, anda complete 
collection of the memoirs of all fo- 
vereign families and towns. 


30. The gallant General, Kof- , 
ciufko arrived at the river Thames 
.to Lord Coventry 10,0001; to his 
ed by many Polifh officers,, who 
are going with him to America. | 
He is incurably wounded in. the‘ 


on board a Swedith veffel, attend- 


head, has three bayonet-wounds in 
his back, and part of his thigh car- 
ried away by a cannon-fhot; and, 
with the excruciating - torments 
thofe wounds occafion, as he can- 
not. move himfelf, he amufes his 
hours with drawing _landfcapes. 
He {peaks with the moft lively gra- 
titude of the prefent Emperor of 
Ruffia; but he makes great com- 
plaint that his wounds were long 
neglected after he was made pri-~ 
foner, 

21. Drep at his houfe in Ser- 
jeant’s Inn, in his eigl.y-fifth year, 
Thomas Coventry, iq. of North 
Cray-place, near Bexley, in Kent 


(which eftate, of the annual value 
of 14001. he had on the death of 
the Rev. William Hetherington) 
one of the benchers of the Inner 
Temple, and formerly, for many 
years, fub-governor of the South 
Sea Company, .His eftates, which 
are confiderable, defcend to his 


_kinfman, the Earl of Coventry. 


He was. fon of Thomas Coventry, 
Efq. a Ruffia merchant, and young- 
er brother to, William fifth Earl of 
Coventry, father of the prefent 
Lord ; who, confequently, was his 
firft coufin, and to whom and his 
family he has bequeathed a confi- 
derable proportion of his property. 
The following isthe fubftance of 
his will: To his great nephew 
50,0001.. three per cent. ftock, when’ 
he is twenty-four years old, and, 
if he dies under age, to be divided 
between the blind objects of Mr. 
Hetherington’s charity and Chrift’s 
Hofpital; to Lord Deerhurft and 
his feven children 10,000l. each; 


eldeft fon by his prefent lady 
10,000]. and his youngeft fon by 
her, refiduary-legatee; to Mrs. 
Evans, of Queen-fquare, 5001; to 
her brother, Dr. Eyans, prebendary 
of Worcefter, 5001; to three la- 
dies,in Worcefterfhire, 5001. each. 
Mr. Coventry’s remains were in- 
terred in the bencher’s vault at the’ 
Temple church. He was a very 
amiable and beneficent chara¢ter. 
When his friend, Mr. Hethering- 
ton, above mentioned, at his death 
left him his fortune, he faid, 
‘* Why has he done this? I did not 
want it;”? and he inftantly gave the 
legacies and benefactions fo the 
purpofes of the teftator, although 
he might have retained them for 


his life. yas 
2. This 


CHRO 


gh take aes Bs: 


2. This morning their Serene 


Highneffes fet out trom St. James’s | 
for Harwich;-on their way to Ger-' 
many, efcdrted by a party of light” 


dragoons. ~The Prince and Prin- 


cefs werev in: the King’s, travelling’ 
pott-chaife ;.Generai Garth and the: 


Countefs of Aylefbury, in one of 
the Queen’s coaches, and the atten- 
dants in one of! the private car- 
rages. 
breakfafted at St. James’s, and ict 
off from’ the: Gatden-gate. 


ing habit, with thecftar of the Ruf- 
fian Order of/St. Catherine at her 
breaft, and wore aftraw bonnet. 


She endeavoured ‘to: appear cheer-' 
ful; but the faultering accents with’ 
which fhe bade her attendants and’ 


the furrounding multitude farewell, 


befpoke the agitation of her Se-' 
rene Highnefs’s mind: None of) 


the Royal Family’ were prefent, as 
they had taken leave the preced- 


ing night at twelve o’clock. The 
-Princefs» Royal’s bill for a‘ gtant’ 


of annuity of 5000]. per annum, 
paffed the Irifh parliament... 
‘The mutineer Chef d’Efcadre, 
R. Parker, who was a little fhop- 
keeper in Scotland, came into the 
navy about. two years ago, in the 


following manner : Being confined. 


for debt in’ Perth gaol, he’ took 


the parochial bounty of 301. to 


enfer as a volunteer, and with this 
{um he procured his deliverance. 
Being a buftling fellow, he’ very 
foon after became a petty ‘officer ; 


from which, however, he was de- 


peed about three months fince, 


“for 1-practices, and turned be- 


‘ 


‘maft. He is a man of 
rp, faturnine vifage; of a mid- 


‘dle fize, neat figure, and about 35 
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Nic LF. 


' yeats of age; and hés profited by, 


Their» Serene Highneffes- 


The 
Princefs was:drefled in a-blne rid-' 


33° 


education far, enough to become 
the dangerous member of the com-_ 
munity we how behold. him!) 

“5. The Recorder paffed' fenience’ 
upon thofe who’ Had’ been’ convict 
ed this feffions:— 

That of death on John Hari-° 
fon’ and’ Willian’ Mackenzie, for, 
forgery; John Baker, for return- 
ing from tran{portation; Henry’ 
Eliifon, A. Withers, and’ George’ 
Withers, for highway robberies ; 
W. Bergin and‘ Jofeph Chafe, for 
burglaries ;, H. B. Palmer . and. 
Maurice Stamiord,. for. counter- 
feiting ftamped dollars; and. J. 
Tynfon, for a: burglary; E. Jar- 
myn, T. Prickett, W. Burke, H. 
Smith, T. White, R. Calcott, Mary. 
Bergin, Samuel Laws, John Boul- 
ton, R. Williams, T. Chirley, and 
Elizabeth Stirling, to be tran{port- 
ed for feven ‘years. Three were’ 
fentenced'to be'confined one year 
in Newgate, and fix for fix merths, 
—Joféph Wheeler and William 
Wheeler, his fon, were tried upon 
a charge of ftealing, or receiving, 
knowl. 36'to be ftolen; a large 
piece of timber. 

One-and-twenty of the moft re- 
fpectable perfons* in the. parith, 
where the old man is now church- 
warden, appeared to their charac- 
ters, and {poke of them in the 
higheft terms.—The Jury were 
out three hours and a quarter, and, 
on their return acquitted the fon, 
and "pronounced the father guilty, 
who was immediaicly fentenced to 
fix months imp. rment, and to 
be fined one hundred pounds. 

Yefterday morning, about cight 
o’clock, Martin Clinch and James 
Maclay were executed in the Old 
Bailey, purfuant to their fentence, 
for the wilful murder of Sydney 

Cc Fryer, 
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Fryer, Efq.. in;the .parifh of St. 
Mary, Iflington. The platform 
accidentally dropped before the 
= were pulled over the faces 

the criminals ;_ in. confequence 


ef which a moft fhocking fpeétacle . 


prefented itfelf to the multitude 
for feveral minutes. “ 

_ Four naval officers went up the 
Medway on Wednefday night in 
a boat to Rochefter. They had 
all been ducked, which is a curious 
ceremony, on board the Sandwich. 
— They tie the unfortunate vic- 
tims feet together, and their hands 
together, and put their bed at their 
back, making it faft round them, 
at the fame time adding an eighteen 
pounder bar-fhot to bring them 
down. They afterwards make them 
faft to a tackle fufpended from the 
yard-arm ; and hoifting them nearly 
up to the block, all at once let go, 
and drop them foufe into the fea, 
where they remain a minute, and 
then are again hoifted and let 
down alternately, till there are. 
fcarce any figns of life remaining. 


After this they hoift, them up by. 


the heels, for the purpofe of get- 
ting the water out of their fto- 
machs, and ufually put them into 
their hammocks. In this inftance, 
however, they put them on board 
the boat, and ordered the matter 
to convey them fafe on fhore, or 
his life fhould anfwer for it. 

An Extraordinary Gazette was 
publithed this evening, containing 
his Majefty’s proclamation, for- 
bidding all intercourfe. with the 
crews of the fhips declared to be 
ina ftate of rebellion, either per- 
fonally, by letter, or otherwife, on 
pain of death. — Fortunately, this 
ftrong incafure has reftored tran- 
quillity. 

The Duke of Wirtemberg’s por- 


tion of 80,0001. which he received 
with our Princefs Royal, was in- 
vefted laft week in the 3 per cents, 
where it now ftands as ftock, value’ 
165,000l. ‘The truftees, in. whofe 
hands the: dowry of the Princefs of 


_ Wirtemberg is vefted, are the Lord 


Chancellor, Mr. Pitt, Sir John Coxe 
Hippefley, and Mr. Coutts. » 

12th. Thisevening Capt. Hearne, 
of the Prince of Wales packet, arriv- 
ed at the Admiralty, with an ac- 
count of the fafe arrival at Cuxha- . 
ven, on Monday night, at nine 
o’clock,. of their Serene Highnefles 
the Prince and Princefs of Wirtem- 
berg, in good health and fpirits. 

A monument in Weftminfter- 
Abbey, executed at the coft of Al- 
bany Wallis, fq. was this day 
opened to public view. .Garrick 
is reprefented at full length, in an 
animated pofition, throwing afide 
a curtain, which difcovers the me- 
dallion of the great Poet whom he 
has illuftrated ; while Tragedy and 
Comedy, adorned with their refpec- 
tive.emblems, and half feated on 
a pedeftal, feem to approve the 
tribute. ‘The infcription, by Mr. 
Pratt, is as follows: © 9.) » 


To the Memory of «David. Garrick, 
» who died in the Year 1779, 
_ at the Age of 63... 


To paint fair vature,, by divine command, 
Her magic pencil in his glowing hand, 
A Shakefpeare rofe—Then, to expand his 
\ fame } ; 
Wide o’er this breathing world, a Garrick 
came. : aig 
Though funk in death the forms the Poct 
drew, — j ‘ 
The aétor’s genius bade them breathe anew, 
Though, like the Bard himfelf, in night: 
they lay, : 1 
Tmmortal Garrick call’d them back to day, 
And till Eternity, with pow‘r fublime, 
all mark the mortal hour of hoary Time, 
te 
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Shakefpeare and Garrick Mike twin flars 
; thal] thine, » 
And/carth irradiate with a beam divine. 
This mionument, the tribute of a friend, 
mht was erected 17976 
14, The mutiny at the Nore ter- 

minated, and Parker, the principal 
of the mutineers, and his co-deile- 
gates, were taken into cuftody. 
_ _ 24th. 'The’meeting of the livery” 

this.day at Guildhall was the moft 
numerous: and refpectable -ever 
affembled on any occafion. The. 
election . of » fheriffs called up 
the exertions of both parties. 
The popular party was fortified 
by the appearance of the > Earl 
of Lauderdale, who a few days fince 
purchafed his freedom, and became 
a member of the needle-maker’s 
company, in order to qualify him 
to bea candidate.- Mr. S: F. Wad- 
dington joined the Earl; and their 
pretenfions were fupported bya’ 
flvong party’ of friends. Sir Wil-~ 
liam Herne) and Mr. » Alderman’ 
Williams were fucceffively nomin-* 
ated. The fhow of hands for each 
of them: was:fo great, as to leave 
no poffible room for doubt upon 
the final -iffue. «The feveral gen-' 
tlemen who. had, been drank to for. 
fheriffs by the prefent and former 
lord’ mayors, and who Have ‘not: 
been difcharged by fine or fervice, | 
were put up in fucceffion, and paf{- 
fed over with little notice. | James 
Maitland, Earl of Lauderdale, citi- 
zen and needle-maker, was then 
propofed, and a confiderable, but. 
very infufficient number of hands 
was held up in his favour. The 
noble Lord then endeavoured to: 
addrefs the meeting ; but the cry 
of off! off! with a loud chorus of 
hiflés and groans, prevented him.) 
His Lordfhip’s name was then put 
upa fecond time, but with no bet- 
ter fuccefs.. Mr. Waddington was 


then propofed, and had a fimilar 
fhow of hands with Lord Lauder- 
dale. The fheriffs then declared 
the election had fallen on Sir Wil- 
liam Herne, Knight, and Robert 
Williams, jun. Efg. The theriffs 
ele& expreffed their thanks in/a — 
fhort ‘fpeech. ._The Lord Mayor | 
and Aldermen having returned to 
the huftings, Mr. Stoneftreet came 
forward to propofea vote of thanks 
to the chief magiftrate, but was not 
able to obtain a hearing. Mr, 
Edward Kemble then  prefent- 
ed himfelf;- but he was equally 
unfuccefsful. The Lord Mayér 
then addreffed the meeting; affur- 
ing them he was fufficiently gra- 
tified by the confcioufnefs of a 
fteady endeavour to. difcharge his 
duties ; and recommended that the 
queftion fhould not be put. It was 
moved and carried. * 

‘The King has iffued his warrant to 
empower Mr. Boulton, of Soho, to 
execute a confiderable copper coiit- 
age of penny and | twopenny 

TEC CS. | ould es 

' The wife of Richard Parker yef- 
terday prefented a petition to the 
Earl of Morton,’ to be delivered to 
the Queen, in favour of her un- 
fortunate hufband: fhe exprefled 
an earneft defire to the attendants 
in the guard - chamber ‘that fhe. 
might have an anfwer from her ~ 
Majefty, faying, if his lifé could. 
be fpared, fhe would freely give a 
thoufand guineas. Her deport-_, 
ment was becoming her unhappy’ 
fituation. She was ‘drefled in a 
black filk gown’ and white petti- 
coat, a fcarf mode-cloke, purple 
fhawl, a black chip bonnet, and a 
deep gauze veil. “She appeared to 
be about forty years of. age. An 
acquaintance, who came with her " 
took her away ina hackney coach. 

30. Parker the mutineer, was! 
C2 this 


© 
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this day executed on board the 
Sandwich, at Blackftakes., 

23. piEep. At his houfe in Dover-, 
ftreet, Piccadilly, azed 65, Richard 
Warren, M. D. phyfician to his 
Majefty and the Prince of Wales. 
He died of fpafms in his ftomach, 
very unexpeétedly, at a moment 
when Sir George Baker-and Dr. . 
Pitcairn were moft fanguine in their 
hopes of his recovery, and when, 
the anfwers to enquiring friends 
were moft favourable. His com- 
plaint had been a violent eryfipelas,, 
or St. Anthony’s fire in his head, , 
The public in general, 2s well as a 
numerous family, will fuftain an 
irreparable lofs in the death of this 
able and acute phyfician, who had, 
been many years at the head of 
the beft praGtice in the metropo- 
lis, — He was. the fon of a digni-, 
fied clergyman ,at Cambridge, . 
and, brought up to the church; 
and was engaged as tutor to the 
only fon of the late Dr. Peter, 
Shaw, an eminent phyfician. The 
young Shaw fhewing no turn for. 
ipftruction, or regard for learning, 
his father taught the profeffion to 
his fon’s preceptor, and gave him 
alfo his only daughter and: his for- 
tune; and he immediately fucceeded 
to his bufinefs. He is faid to have 
received in the courfe of one day, 
fees to the amount of. ninety-nine 
guineas; and to have died worth 
upwards of 150,000]; and that he 
made 8000]. a-year ever fince the 
Regency. The following, we un- 
derftand, are the principal among 
the bequefts of his will: To his 
widow, during her life, his houfes , 
in Dover-ftreet and Hertfordihire, 
with all their fixtures aad furniture, 
and his landed eftate of 30001. a-. 
year ; to his two daugltters 10,0001. _ 
each; to his eldeft fon 10,0001. 
payable immediately, with the re- 


verfion of the houfes and eftate» 
after his mother’s death;' and: to 
each of his other feven fons 60001. - 
affigning as a reafon for leaving 
them no more, that he had given 
each of them a profeffion, and ad- 
vanced themi, in his life-time, as* 
far, in their refpective profeflions,’ 
as he could. His widow is his 
refiduary legatee. As phyfician 
in ordinary to the King and the 
Prince of Wales, he is fueceeded 
by Dr. ‘Turton, who, as phyfician: 
extraordinary to the’ King, is fuc-" 
ceeded by Dr. Reynolds. | 
' 20. In Charlotte-ftreet, Bloomf- 
bury,GeorgeKeate,Efq.F R.S.A.S. 
he wasarticled as a clerk to the late 
Mr. Palmer, fteward to the Duke of | 
Bedford ; whence he removed to | 
the Inner Temple, but never prac- 
tifed the law. He publifhed “ An 
Account of the Government, Hif- 
tory,and Laws, of Geneva, 1761,” 
8vo;. “ The Temple Student, ‘an ° 
Epiftle to a Friend, 1765,’ 4to; 
“* Ferney, an Epiftle to M. de Vol- 
taire,”’ 1768, 4to; “ The Monu-’ 
ment in Arcadia, a dramatic Poem, 
in two Aéts, 1773,”’ 4to; “Sketches 
from Nature, taken and coloured 
in a Journey to Margate. Publifhed 
from the original defign, in two 
volumes, 1773,” in 12mo. In 1781 
he publifhed his poetical works, ia 
two vols. 12mo, with a dedication’ 
to Dr. Heberden, and an excellent’ 
likenefs of himfelf by Pott and” 
Sherwin. Perhaps the “ Account’ 
of the Pelew Ifands,’? which he’ 
drew up and publithed, 1788, in 
4to, is a more lafting monument’ 
te his fame than all the preceding 
ones. * Obfervations on the Ro- 
man Karthen-ware found in theSea ° 
on the Kentith Coaft,” in Arche- 
ologia, VI. 125. bP Cog 
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21it. At his feat at Plaftow, Kent, 


Peter Tfaac. Thelluffon,. Efq. | of ' 
Brodfworth, 
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Brodfworth, in the county of York. 
The extraordinary will of this gen- 
tleman, is given in another part of 
the volume. 


PUL y,. 


4th. The body of Parker the mu- 
tineer, which was taken out of the 
new naval burying-ground at Sheer- 
nefs, was brought to the Hoop and 
Horfe-fhoe public houfe, Queen- 
ftreet, Little Tower-hill, on Satur- 
day evening. So large a concourfe 
of perfons affembled before the 
houfe next day, that a party of con- 
ftables were ftationed there, in or- 
der to keep the mob from breaking 
into the houfe; and the corpfe in 
the afternoon was removed to the 
workhoufe in Nightingale-lane, by 
order of the parifh-ofhcers, Mrs. 
Parker was taken before the fitting 
magiftrates in Lambert-ftreet, and 
examined touching the object of 
her taking up the body. Heran- 
fwer was, “ For the purpofe ofa 
more decent interment.” It was 
buried this morning early, in the 
vault of Whitechapel church. 

6th. Lee, Coffy, and Branning, 
three marines, were fhot at Ply- 
mouth for having endeavoured to 
excite a mutiny in their corps. 
M‘Ginnis, another marine, fen- 
tenced to 1000 lafhes for being con- 
cerned with them, received 500 in 
part. 

9th. About feven o’clock in the 
evening, Robert Thornton Efq. 
chief clerk in the Houfe of Com- 
_ mons, put an end to his exiftence 
with a piftol, at his apartments in 
North Earl-ftreet. No motive can 
be conjectured for this rafh and me- 


Jancholy cataftrophe! The coro- | 


; per’s “jury fat on his remains;) and 
v7 
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brought in their verdiét Lunacy.— 
Mr. Thornton was a near relative to 
the late-Duke of Rutland. 

The following is a comparative 
ftatement of the porter brewed by 
the twelve firft London brewers, 
for the years 1796 and 1797,.— 
ending on the 5th of July each 
year x 


1796. 
Whitbread - - 202,000 
Thrale - - - + 137,810 
Shum - - - - 110,700 
Hanbury - - + 109,170 
Felix Calvert - - 97,550 
Goodwyn ~ + - 97,580 
Meux - - - - 103,790 
John Calvert - + . 68,000 
Clowes Tale haves TIO 
Elliot - + - - 58,250 
CoxandCo. - - 42,110 
Stevenfon - - =. 45,800 © 

. 1797 
Whitbread - - - 192,740 
Thrale™- = = - 141,590 
| Sham! t<> Shieh 19J8a0"F 
Hanbury ~- -» + 117,180" 
Felix Calvert - ~- . 101,760 
Goodwyn - - - 94,750 ~ 
Meux - - - - 93,400 
John Calvert - - 70,090 
Clowes - - - - 58,680 
Elliot)! nd ine < 1954800: 
Cox andCo. - - 46,100 
Stevenfon - - - 45,810 


13th. The principal trials bein, 
over, the recorder proceeded to pale 
fentence on thofe who had been 
convicted ; namely, that of death 
on fourteen; one. was ordered to be 
tranfported fourteen years, and fe- 
venteen to be tran{ported feven 
yeahs 5 ten to be confined for orie 
year in Newgate, nine for fix 


months, and one for three months. 


The feffions were then adjourned. 
16th. A’ moft melancholy acci- 
dent happened: this. night,” about 
C3 eleven 
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eleven o’clock. As the three Mr. 
Taylors, two of whom are clerks in 
the office for foreign affairs, the 
other aid-de-camp to the Duke of 
York, were coming to town from 
Richmond in a fmail wherry with a 
fail, which: they had built for their 
amufement, the boat. overfet near 
Kew, by ftriking againft a barge, 
and all three tumbled overboard. 
Mr. B. Taylor got-on fhore unhurt; 
Mr. Herbert Taylor was brought 
‘on fhore with little figns of life, but 
has fince recovered by the means 
recommended by the Humane So- 
ciety; and Mr. William Taylor 
was drowned, and his body is not 
yet found. -The latter had lately 
returned with Mr. Hammond from 
Vienna, to whom he aéted as fecre- 
tary, 2nd was much. efteemed by all 
who had the pleafure of knowing 
him. The night was extremely 
dark and 'tempeftuous. 

(18th. This nighta terrific ftorm of 
thunder and lightning, attended by 
# very heavy rain, was felt in the 
metropolis. . It-began in the fouth- 
weit parts of the kingdom, and has 
done confiderable damage. 

19th. Early this morning, during 


’ the prevale’nce of the thunder-ftorm, : 


a fire broke out in the houfe of Lord 
St. Helen, in Great Ruffel-ftreet, 
Bloomfbury, which entirely ‘con- 
fumed it, and confiderably damaged 
that of Sir George Young, adjoin- 
‘ing. It broke out, notin the bed- 
chamber, but ina room adjoining, 
where his: Lordfhip was) writing, 
with his back partly turned towards 
2 window, the :curtains of which 
fuddenly burft out into a flame, 
»which fpread itfelf in a few minutes 
. into every part of the room. | From 
the pofition of the candles on the 
- wriling-table, and the ruftling noife 
vanddinell of fulphur which accom: 
} - - ’ 
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panied the breaking; out of the 
flames, it feems highly probable 
that the accident was uccafioned by 
the lightning. 4 

Several of the failors engaged in 
the late difgraceful mutiny, were 
executed in the courfeof this month. 

The number of arms taken from 
the people in the north of Ireland, 
not including thofe feized in confe- 
quence of General Lake’s proclama- 
tion, are as follow: mufkets 10,600, 
bayonets 1984, piftols 726, fwords 
608, pikes 1419... 1 ae 

Worcefer, 20th. In beginning the 
repairs of our cathedral, tie tomb 


which ftood in the nave, near: the 


chancel, to commemorate the in- 
terment of king John, was propof- 
ed to be removed ‘to'a more con- 
venient place; but, to the aftonif- 
ment of the workmen,.a ftone cof- 
fin was difcovered at: the bottom, 
level with the floor, which, on care- 
fully examining it, was found to 
contain the remains of the king. 
From the great length of time the 
body had been depofited (fo long 
fince as the year 1216) nothing but 


‘conjectural ideas could be formed 


as to.the veftments, &c. Part of 


the robe was firm in_its texture, but 


of what colour could not be afcer- 


tained. . What was. difcovered of 


the body appeared to be nearly in 


-the fame pofition as the figure on 
-the top of the tomb-ftene, and, 
fromthe length of the coffin, mea- | 


fured five feet fix inches and a half. 


‘Part of afword was lying by his ieft 


fide, which time had much moul- 
dered; and the leather fheath was 


nearly in the fame ftate: the moft 
perfect part was towards the bot- 
‘tom of the legs and feet, on which 
-appeared a kind of half boot. A 
-quantity of a fort of white pafte lay 
_in two.or three lumps on and be- 


low 


, CH RIO NF CLS! 


Yow the belly, which it may be fup- 
oled had been poured into the 
body on the heart and bowels being 
taken out. On breaking a piecg of 
this paite, it was mixed with the 
fkeletons of mageots and flies, of 
which vaft quantities lay on and 
about the body; and on the right 
check of the fkull there was a fharp 
point about half an inch long, and 
fome grey hairs appeared under 
part of the cap, which had fitted 
the head very tight, and feemed to 
have been buckled under the chin, 
part of the ftraps remaining. The 
robe had the appearance, in fome 
parts, of having been embroidered, 
particularly on the right knee. No 
bones of the fingers were to be 
found. One point afcertained is, 
that the body certainly was depo- 
fited here, and not in the more eaf- 
tern part of the church, as was fup- 
pofed; and the extraordinary cir- 
eumftance of there being no me- 
morandum or record of the place of 
interment in the archives of the ca- 
thedral is now obviated. The dean 
afd chapter gave orders that the 
curiofity of the people fhould be 
gratified as far as could be done con- 
fiftently with fafety; but the con- 
courfe from all parts becoming fo 
great, it was deemed proper to 
clofe the tomb again on Tuefday 
afternoon. It was obferved by the 
mafons that the coffin was cut out 
of Higley ftone; but there was no 
other top to it than two elm-boards, 
which were perfectly found. _ 
The quantity of ftrong beer 
brewed in this country has, within 
thefe few years, very confiderably 
increafed, notwithftanding the war, 
as will be feen by the following 
. ftatement: 
01797, = °- = = 1,711,543 barrels, 
do 1791, a year of peace, 1,364,240 ditto, 
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28th. ‘The London Correfpond- 
ing Society affembled in a field near 
St. Pancras, to vote a petition to the 
King, and to enter into refolutions 
relative to the prefent ftate of the 
country; but their proceedings 
were interrupted by the magiltrates, 
who arrefted the principal {peakers, 
and kept them in cuftody until they 
procured bail. : 

The following is a copy of the 
petition, as far as they were per, 
mitted to read it :— 

TO THE KING. 

THE PETITION AND REMON- 
STRANCE OF THE LONDON COR- 
RESPONDING SOCIETY. 

Sir, 

From the difregard which our 
former petitions and remonftrdnces 
to your Majefty have experienced, 
wherein we have reprefented the 
extreme diftrefs and imifery under 
which the great body of the people 
languifhes by the arbitrary and op- 
preflive meafures of your minifters, 
we are ftill, as heretofore, induced 
to fuppofe that thofe petitions and 
remonftrances have either been en- 
tirely kept from your knowledge, 
or deprived of their due weight 
with your Majefty by the machina- 
tions of thofe minifters, 

We forbear, however, on this 
occafion to renew our petition for 
their difmiffal; conceiving it would 
be in fome degree arrogant, and af- 
furedly nugatory, for this Society 
fo to petition, having feen that not 
even the united voic¢ of the whole 
country (lately and unequivocall 
exprefled) has been able to effedt 
the falutary conviction on your 
mind, that their meafures have 
completely deftroyed the order, 
happinets, and profperity of thete 
kingdoms, and have confequently 
a hoftile tendency to your perfou 

C 4 an 
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and government; that they are at 
rength become objects of ferious 
execration to all ranks and deferip- 
tions of perfons, the baneful effeéts 
of their deteftable oppreflion hav- 
ing graduajly. extended from the 
peafant and cottager to the mecha- 
nic, from the mechanic to the 
tradefman, and fo upwards through 
every clafs in the community (fave 
only. that which fattens on thé pub- 
hic fpoil, and whofe fplendor and 
luxury increafe in, the fame propor- 
tion with the miferies of every o- 
ther) threatening in their direful 
career foon to involve the whole 
empire inene commonzuin. 
We truft we have fufficiently ef- 
tablithed, oma former occafion, our 
rights not only to petition and re- 
monftrate, but to demand attention 
to our petitions and remonftrances, 
by then referring to that memora- 
ble event, the Revolution of 1688, 
which fecured the enjoyment .of 
that right; and to the acceflion of 
the houfe of Hanover, when that, 
amongft other rights, was fo fo- 
lemnly recognized by your prede- 
ceflor, and the maintaining of which 
was ftipulated as the exprefs and 
only condition on which the throne 
of thefe kingdoms could be held, 
or, the allegiance of the people 
warranted, 
‘Notwithftanding, therefore, the 
difregard our addreffes to your Ma- 
jefty have hitherto experienced, we 
yet feel it a facred duty to ourfelves 
and to our fellow citizens, again to 
renew our petitions and remon-, 
ftrances (the more urgently when 
th public calamities have fo great; 
ly. ncreafed as they have done, even 
within thefe two years fince we laft 
addrefled your Majety) and to 
perfevere therein until they fhall 
have excited that due regard to the 
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long .and_ patient: fufferings ,of a 
much injured peopic, which may 
timely interpofe to prevent more 
ci! convulfions, , which the con- 
femptuous neglect of juft. com, 
plaints, and the confequent.defpair 
of redrefs to real grievances, are 
calculated to preduce,., , - 
We thallnot dwell long on the 
accumulated miferies engendered 
by the prefent cruel and difaftrous 
war, feeing that your Majefty has 
once more affordel the pleafing 
profpe& of a termination to its 
horrors by the negotiation now 
pending. | We. cannot, however, 
refrain from declaring our deteftay 
tion of its principle and conduct, 
by calling to -your mind, that as its 
object has never been pofitively de- 
fined, and a new pretext for perfe- 
vering in it has. been continually 
adopted, as the foregoing has be- 
come invalid, it is at length fuffi- 
ciently obvious that its real objects 
were no other than to crufh in the 
bud the infant liberties of twentys 
fix millions of people, juft emerging 
from the long night of wretched, 
nefs, ignorance, and flavery, to the 
blifsful dawn and cheering bright. 
nefs of freedom and humanit¥, and 
te confign them and their territory, 
a devoted people and a. plundered 
foil, to the furrounding defpots of 
Europe. 1: ; 

Here the reader was interrupted 
by acry that the proclamation for 
diffolving the affembly as illegal had 
been read. 

Drep of a natural death, at, his 
feat at Beaconsfield, in his fixty- 
eighth year, the Right Honourable 
Edmund Burke, a6 ; 

The origin of this extraordinary 
inan proves that abilities and geni- 
us will make their way, penetrate 
through difficulties, and raife the 

ee poffeffors 
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poileffors to the firft confideration 
in this country. Mr. Burke, though 
of popith parentage, was educated 
a proteftant, in a quakers {chool at 
Ballytore, about twenty miles from 
the capital, and afierwards in the 
univerfity of Dublin, where he was, 
in 1746, a fcholar of the houfe at 
the age of eighteen: an inftitution 
fimilar to that.of a ftudent of Chrift 
Church, Oxford. According to 
Dr. Leland, his academical contem- 
porary, he gave no extraordinary 
indications of genius in that femi- 
nary, where he awas graduated in 
1749. The report of his refidence 
at St. Omer’s, and of his popifh 
education, is fabulous, originating 
from envy, or grounded folely: up- 
on the plaufibility of his being a 
warm and -liberal friend to tolera- 
tion. The Hiftory of the Europe- 
an Colonies in) America, in two 
{mall volumes, was the firft joint 
production of Burke and his cou- 
fin, in a rural excurfion and fummer 
retreat from the Middle Temple, 
in 1750, where he {pent fome time, 
and, though rapidly traced from 
Hackluyt’s Voyages, it was juftly 
eftimaied as the promifing effort of 
a juvenile and rifing genius. 


_ "The publication of Lord Boling- 
‘proke’s works, and the death of 


that great writer and Englifh claf- 
fic, had engaged the attention of 
the republic of letters, when Mr. 
Burke publithed his Vindication of 
Natural Socicty, preferved in Dod- 
fley’s Fugitive Pieces, as a potthu- 
mous work of Lord Bolingbroke. 
The late Karl of Chefterfield ufed 
to relate that he was under a de- 


_ ception forfome time, and thought 


it the genuine production of his old 
acquaintance, till the difcovery of 


_ the true author gained Burke the 


favour of his Lordhhip and of Dr. 
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Markham, as well as a juft reputa- 
tion for ftyle and imitative powers, 
In'1757 he engaged with Dodfley 
to compile the Hiftory of Europe in 
the Annual Regifter. This work 
he did not always acknowledge ; 
but Dr. Leland, accidentally or by 
defign, by criticifiag the offspring, 
difcovered the genuine fondnefs of 
the parent. 
Having formed a- connection 
with Mr. Hamilton, he accompani= 
ed that gentleman to Ircland in 
1761, where his eloquence produc- 
ed fuch effeéts in the Irith fenate. 
Mr. Burke was fuppofed to have 
revifed Mr. Hamilton’s compoled 
orations, though without reafon ; 
for nothing could be more. diffimi- 
lar than their ftyle. But a mutual 
mifunderftanding induced him foon 
to return to England, with a pens © 
fion of 3001. per annum, which was 
foon after fold, upon the Irith efta~ 
blithment. After his return to 
England he employed his leifure om 
his Effay upon the Sublime and- 
Beautiful, which excited. much at- 
tention, and which certainly-affords 
a delightful excurfion into the re- 
gions of metaphyfical imagination. 
To Mr. Fitzherbert, father of 
Lord St. Helen, he owed his intro- 
duction to the Marquis of Rocking: 
ham, who, with hisufual and bene= 
volent propenfity to difcover and 
promote merit wherever it was to 
be found, recommended him to be 
his private fecretary in 1766; and, 
through the favour of Lord Ver 
ney, he was foon after returned a 
reprefentative for the borough of 
Wendover. Foo well known fince 
that period, as an orator and as @ 
writer, to want any. eulogium, an 
attentive perufal of Mr. Burke's 
publications will alone give a juft 
eflimate, and form a true <r ee 
0 
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of his tafte, ftyle, eloquence, me- 
rit, and extenfive celebrity. 

His exit from the ftage of life 
was marked with that natural grace 
and dignity which charatterized his 
€very movement in the circles of 
fociety, of which he was fo diftin- 
guifhed an ornament. <A _ fhort 
time previous to his yielding his 
Jaft breath, after having heard read 
to him fome eflays of Addifon, he 
recommended himfelf in many af- 
fectionate meflages to the remem- 
brance of his abfent friends, con- 
verfed fome time with his accuftom- 
ed force of thought and expreffion 
on the awful fituation of his coun- 
iry; and gave, with fteady compo- 
fure, fome private directions in 
contemplation of his approaching 
death. As his attendants were 
conveying him to his bed, he funk 
down, and, after a fhort ftruggle, 
paffed quietly, and without a groan, 
to eternal reft. Any attempt to 
defcribe the talents and acquire- 
ments of this great man muft be 
impotent and vain. He has not 
_ left that man behind who is capa- 
ble of performing the arduous tafk. 
His fair fame, indeed, requires 
not the feeble efforts of a defcrip- 
tive pen to perpetuate its huftre. 
When time fhali pafs away, and the 
prefent admiring generation fhall 
be no more, the name of Edmund 
Burke will live in gtory, and be im- 
mortal. 

The pall-bearers who attended 
the funeral of Mr. Burke were the 
Duke of Portland, the Duke of De- 
vonfhire, Earl Fitzwilliam, the Lord 
Chancellor, Speaker of the Houfe 
of Commons, and Mr. Windham. 
The proceflion confifted of a hearfe 
and fix, two mourning coaches, the 
family coach, anda numerous train 
ef the inhabitants of Beaconsfield. » 
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11th. In his ninety-eighth year, 
the veteran father. of the tage, 
Charles Macklin. He had long 
been in a ftate of natural decay; 
but, although incapable of quitting 
his bed for feveral weeks previous 
to his diffolution, his {pirits did not 
forfake him till within a few 'mi- 
nutes of his final exit from the ftage 
of life. He was born in the north 
of Ireland. The real name of the 
family was M‘Laughlin, which,. to 
render more pleafing to an Englifh 
ear, was familiarized to Macklin. 
So late as the 10th of January, 
1790, he appeared in the chara¢ter 
of Shylock, fome parts of which he’ 
executed with fuperior force; but 
his memory failing him in others, 
he then finally quitted the ftage, 
and retired to enjoy an annuity 
purchafed for him by the publica- 
tion of fome of his dramatic writ- 
ings; which, together with another 
annuity of 201. from Lord Lough- 
borough, whom he inftruéted in the 
pronunciation of the Englifh lan- 
guage, when that great law charac- 
ter firft became a candidate for dif- 
tinGtion at the Englifh bar, afforded 
him, if not an affluent, at leaft a 
comfortable fubfiftence in the latter. 
years of his very long life. 


SS 
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SUMMER ASSIZES.) 

At York three prifoners were 
capitally conviéted ; who were left 
for execution. Miss 

At Worcefler two prifoners were 
left for execution. 2 +849 6! 

At Oxford feven prifoners were 
capitally convicted, of whom two 
were reprieved, and the other five 
were left for execution: - 
capi- 


At Hertford one only was 
tally convicted, iG ie to Wow es 
At 
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_. At Bury four were capitally con- 
viéted; one of whom only was left 
for execution, and the other three 
reprieved. 
At Reading two capitally con- 
evicted; both of whom were repriev- 


_ At Northumberland, Newcatftle, 
and Morpeth, four prifoners were 
‘capitally conviéted; of whom two 
were refpited. . Q 
-, At Carlifle one only was capital- 

dy convicted, and was refpited. 

‘At Lancafter it. was remarked by 
the judge. that more cafes of man- 
Mlaughter had occurred in this coun- 
.ty for fome years, paft, than in all 
_the reft of the kingdom together. 

At Nottingham one was capital- 
Jy convicted; who was left for exe- 
cution. ture ' 

At Maidftone feven were capi- 
tally convicted, five of whom were 
reprieved, and the other two left 
for execution. 

_) At the Surry affizes five perfons 
were capitally convicted, four of 
whom were left for execution on 
Wednefday fe’nnight, viz. Rebecca 
Dunn, for high treafon, in colour- 
ing bafe money; George Benjamin 
-Burtenwood, for a footpad robbery ; 
William Batho, for a rape; and 
William Harling, for fheep ftealing. 

At Devonthire affizes three. were 
«apitally convicted, and left for 
execution. 

Warwick. 15th. ‘This morning 
a fpecial jury was affembled, and 
the caufe of the King wer/us Binns, 
which had excited confiderable at- 
tention, was tried before Mr. Juf- 
tice Afhhurft. Mr. Percival, afiifted 
by five other counfel, conducted 
the. profecution; —Mr. Romilly, 
afiifted by. Meffrs. Reader and 


Fletcher, undertook the defence. | 


sae appeared that the fentences 
et 


mpofing the charge had been ab-. 
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ftracted from different parts of the 


fpeech which Binns delivered, and 
fo put together in the indiftment 


as.to convey a meaning highly fe- 


ditious; for it ftated that he had 
faid that ** force was jultifiable to 
obtain a reform in parliament.’ 
But it was {worn by five witneffee 
that his words were, ‘ If attempts 
were made to deprive the people 
of the trial by jury and the liberty 
of the prefs, that then it would be 


Jaudable to oppofe it by force.”’— 


“ Thus,” faid Mr. Romilly, “ the 
words were applied to a mere hy- 
pothefis, and not ref{pecting a re- 
form in parliament. When the 
words are thus applied, they are 


far from importing any thing crimi- 


nal; nay (continued the counfel) 
to fupport by force the trial b 
jury and the liberty of the i 
againft the attacks of government, 
is juftifiable, according to Black- 
ftone.” Here the learned counfel 
read a quotation from Blackftone’s 
Commentaries. — Mr. Percival re- 
plied. The trial lafted nearly eleven 
hours and a half, when the jury 
retired ; and after deliberating 
about two hours and three quar- 
ters, followed the judge to his 
lodgings, and delivered a verdict of 
Not Guilty. 

Frenice, July 31. The commer- 
cial houfes here are to pay the fol- 


lowing fums, in filver ducats (du- 


cati d’argento) towards the contri- 


butions impofed by the French :— 


Serpos 30,000 Camilnati 20,000 
Zinetti 28,000 Camello 10,000 
Treves 45,000 Bianchini 25,000 
Tamofi 45,000 Burati 26,000 
Rizotti 15,000 Borelli 17,000 
Luifello 10,000 Angeli 16,000 
Curiel 20,000 Guizetti 18,000 


And thirteen other houfes from 
8,000 to 2,500 ducats. 
Jedburgh. \6th. A multitude of ftout 


young 
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young men, to the number of near 
2000, aflembled, each armed with 


a bludgeon, from different parts of ° 


the country.—After having heard, 
read, and agreed to certain refolu- 
tions, peremptorily to oppofe being 
drawn as-militia- men, they pro- 
ceeded to the houfe of the perfon 
in whofe poffeffion were the lifts 
of thofe te ballotted, and carried 
them off in triumph. They after- 
‘wards paraded the ftreets, preceded 
by a druin, but offered no violence. 
Other. an of a fimilar kind 
have taken place, and we under- 
ftand, to a ftill greater extent ‘in 
fome neighbouring towns. The 


Duke of Roxburgh, in his way 


home from Jedburgh, was fur- 
rounded in his carriage, but no 
perfonal violence was offered to 
him, by the fame party. He was 
taken ill, it is faid, in confequence 
of the tetror ft occafioned him. 
20th. ‘This morning, about five 
o'clock, twenty police-oflicers came 
to Norwood in three hackney- 
coaches, threw down all the gipfy 
tents, and expofed about thirty 


men, women, and children, in the - 


primitive ftate of man. They car- 
ried’ them to prifon, to be dealt 
with» a¢cording’ to the Vagrant 
Act. 

23d. . The following melancholy 
accident “happéned at Barking 
Creék’s Mouth, near Woolwich: 
Thirteen perfons, returning from 
on board a veffel, ftopped to take 
a child from on board; the tide 
riinning firong, carried ‘the boat a 
Jittlé way from the fhip, when 
fome of the party endeavouring to 
reach the child, unfortunately drop- 
ped it in the water. 
fantly attempting to fave it, ran 
to the fide of the boat, when it in- 
ftantly uptet, and fix of the’ unfor- 
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tunate perfons perifhed, among 
whom was the infant. + * 

24th: About noon this day; a 
dreadful fire broke out at Honiton, 
‘in Devonthire, which raged with 
‘great fury for four hours, and wds 
with difficulty extinguifhed in the 
evening, after deftroying near forty 
houfes, among which was the Bank; 


of any other particulars. This is 
‘the third calamitous vifitation of 
this nature with which the above 


‘unfortunate town has been afflict-— 


ed in the courfe of a few years. 
“As the flames f{pread with great.ra- 
pidity, owing to the houfes being 
generally covered with thatch, the 
moft valuable of the furniture, and 
‘various articles of trade, were con- 
fumed. Several of the dwellings 
were however mere cottages; the 
lofs altogether is eftimated at be- 


-tween fifteen and 20,000l.; and fe- 


veral families are reduced to extreme 
diftref’. Had the fire broken out in 
the night, or the wind been un- 
favourable, nearly the whole town, 
muft have been deftroyed. 


port, convicted at our laft affizes 
of a highway robbery, this day 
thisty-nine 
of which he 


executed. He 

years of age; eight 

had, according to his own confef, 
fion, been a highway robber. He 
has deferted from different regi- 
ments forty timés, and had fre- 
quently efcaped from gaol. He 
has made fome important difcover- 
ies. He went from the prifon to 
the place of execution in a poft- 
chaife, accompanied by his brother, 
and dreffed in his fhroud, &c. and 
was afterwards buried with his fa- 
mily at Great Wigfton. 


A dreadful ftorm, attended with . 


a whirlwind, happened near Peter+ 
kaner, 


Leicefler. 28th. George Daven- 
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Kaner, in South Prufia. Whole 
woods were torn up, and trees car- 
ried into the air like theaves of 
corn. Several villages were en- 
tirely deftroyed, with a2 number of 
cattle. . Many people were alfo 
_ much hurt, 


, About the latter end of Auguft,, 


Scutari, the fineft and largeft {fub- 
urb, of Conftantingple, was almott 
entirely deftroyedby a violent con- 

agration, which confumed upwards 
of 3000 buildings. 


- . Diep. 6th. James Petit An- 


' drews, Efq. F. A. S. one of the 
_ magiftrates of the police-office in 


Queen’s Square, Weftiminfter, and; 
brother to. Sir Jofeph Andrews, 


Bart. — Mr. Andrews was author 
of feveral publications; amongft 
others, 1. “‘ Anecdotes, ancient and 
modern, with obfervations, 1789,” 
8vo, and a fupplement to it, 1790, 
$yo; 2. * A Hiftory of Great Bri- 


tain, connected with the Chrono-: 


logy of Europe, 1795,” 2 vols. 4to, 
containing anecdotes of the times, 
lives of the learned, with {fpecimens 
PS of their works, on the plan of Prefi- 
lent Henault; 3. Continuation of 
’s.** Hiftory of Great Bri- 
tain None yol. 4to, and 2 vols. 
Svo, 1796; 4. ** Account of Saxon 
Coins found in Kintbury church- 
yard, Berks” (Archzol. VII. 430); 
5. “ The Account of Shaw,” in Mr. 
More’s Berkfhire Collections, page 
75. He was alfo the tranflator 
of “, The Savages of Europe,” a 
popular French novel, : 

» At his apartments in York-ftreet, 
St .James’s Square, in his fifty-fifth 
year, the Right Honourable Harvey 

Redmond Morres, Lord Vifcount 
Mountmorres. He put an end to 
his exiftence by fhootin 
through the head. By. 


e direc- 


tion of the bullet, it appeared that. 


“ 
vit tws 


. lunacy.’ 


himfelf : 
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he had put the piftol into his mouth; 

he had another in his pocket, load- 

ed; and, by every account, it is 

obvious that he had made prepara-_ 
tions for this violent aét; had paid 
the few bills thathe owed, and had 

converfed in a way that gave his 

acquaintance reafon to believe that 

he had for feveral days deliberated 

upon the fuicide he a¢complifhed. 

The coroner’s inqueft, on the clear- 

eft proofs, brought in their verdict 

His Lordfhip’s remains 

were conveyed, on the 22d, to 

St. James’s chapel in ‘Tottenham- 

court-road, and there interred. 

At his houfe in Derby, aged fixty- 
three, Jofeph Wright, Efq. long 
held in high eftimation throughout 
Europe as a chafte and elegant 
painter. He was.a pupil of Hud- 
fon. Mr. Wright’s early hiftorical 
pictures may be confidered as” the 
firft valuable productions of the 
Ienglifh fchool. His attention was 
afterwards directed, for fome years, 
to portrait-painting ; but his ge. 
nius was not to be circumfcribed 
within fuch narrow limits; and 
therefore, at a mature age, he vifit- 
ed Italy, to ftudy the precious re- 


‘mains of art which that country 


poffefled. His fine drawings, after’ 
Michael Angelo, and the enthufiafm 
with which he always {poke of the 
fublime original, evinced the efti- 
mation in which he ‘held them; 
and, from their extreme accuracy, 
they may be confidered as faithful 
delineations of the treafures of the 
Capella Seftina, and fuch as have. 
never yet been exhibited to the 
public. - During his abode in Italy 
he had-an opportunity of feeing a 
very memorable eruption of Veiu-. 
vius, which rekindled his inclina-: 
tion for painting’ extraordinary ef- 
fects of light: and his different 

pictures 


AG 


pictures of this fublime event ftand 
decidedly chef d’auvres in that line 
of painting. 


SEPTEMBER. 


3th. This morning, about ten 
o’clock, a fire broke out. in. the 
workfhops of Mr. Tanner, carpen- 
tet, in the village of Tiverton, So- 
merfetfhire; whichentirely deftroy- 
ed the fame, together with a large 
quantity of feafoned deal and oak 
planks, to the almoft total ruin of 
an induftrious man and his family, 
the tofs being eftimated at 5001. the 
whole of which was uninfured. 
The fire was occafioned by a live 
coal falling from the adjoining 
blackfinith’s forge, through an acci- 
dental hole in the wall, on fome 
fhavings in the workfhops. 

A writ of enquiry was this day 


executed before the fheriff of Mid-- 


dlefex, in a caufe Boddington ver/us 


Boddington, for criminal converfa-. 


tion with the plaintiff's wife. 

The defendant having fuffered 
judgment to go by default in the 
court of King’s Bench, a fpecial 
jury was impannelled at the Sef- 
fions-houfe, Clerkenwell, to affefs 
the damages. The damages were 
laid at 50,0001. Mr. Erfkine, coun- 
fel for the piaintiff, Mr. Samuel 


Boddington, opened the cafe; and, - 


after expatiating with his ufual elo- 
quence on the enormity of the 
crime of adultery and feduction, 


proceeded to ftate the particular’ 


circumftances attending it, which, 
he contended, united in themfelves 
the moft fhocking inftance of -de- 
pravity that ever entered the hu- 
man mind, the defendant not only 


being partner withthe plaintiff in a - 


yery extenfive mercantile concern, 
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- fhip, abufed the confidence repofed 
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but his firf¥ coufin. The ‘defend. | 
ant, under the facred mafk of friend- 


in him, and by various aéts conta-’ 
minated the mind of Mrs. Bodding- ’ 
ton; a lady who, previous to: this 
unhappy and fatal error, bore the - 
moft unblemifhed character; and 
who, befides poffeffing a moft beau- 
tiful perfon and elegant accom-' 
plifhments, was remarked for the 
exemplary manner in which fhe* 
difcharged the duties of a wife and > 
mother. Two children were the 
fruits of this marriage; and they 
continued to enjoy the moft unin- 
terrupted felicity till a fhort time 
previous to Mrs. \ Boddington’s - 
clopement with the defendant, 
which took place the beginning of 
June laft. The means to effeé this 
icheme were the moft abominable 
on the part of the defendant. Mr. 
Samuel Boddington having obferved 
fomething in his wife’s conduct that 
gave him reafon ‘to fufpeé his’ ho-' 
nour was in danger, refolved to’ 
remove her for a time from the! 
fcene he dreaded, but did it in fuch» 
a delicate manner as not to create 
the leaft fufpicion of the caufe, ei- 
ther to his wife or friends. Pro-* 
pofing a journey to Bath, and then 
to Wales, he parted with the de~ 
fendant in the moft cordial manner, | 
little thinking that matters had pro-. 
ceeded fo far as the refult —has’ 
proved. It was fettled with the. 
defendant that he was to return to’ 
town immediately, if bufinefs re- 
quired his prefence.' A few days 
after he got to Bath, he received. a 
letter from the defendant to the ef-. 
fect as under:— } >, 
“ Dear Sir, The packet arrived 
this morning; and, as you faid you 
were willing to come up if necef+’ 
fary, | requeft you will, and be*in 
town 
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town on Monday morning, to at- 
tend a meeting on the exchequer 
warrants. News is generally good 
here, funds rather better,” &c. 

This letter unfortunately had the 
defired effect, Mr. Boddington im- 
mediately fetting off for town in 
the mail, leaving his wife at Bath. 
He muft have been paffed on the 
road by the defendant, who went 
thither, and carried Mrs. Bodding- 
ton away. On Mr. Boddington’s 
arriving in town, he found the fol- 
lowing letter left for him by the 
defendant :— 

“ When we partedon Wednefday. 
laft, it was for the lait time. This 
night I go from London, never to 
return again. I have deceived you 
in fending for you to town, and 
wih | had not in other things. If 
you fee. my father,, for God’s fake 
break the matter to him by degrees. 

have takeafeven hundred pounds. 

. * Benjy. BoDDINGTON.”’ 

. Mr. Law, as advocate for the de- 
fendant, made a very able fpeech 
in mitigation of damages, and after 
fome obfervations on his client’s 
conduct, he concluded by entreat- 
ing the jury to tincture their juftice 
with mercy, and only award a fair. 
retribution. ‘The under-fheriff then 


fummed, up the evidence; and the. 


Jury, after retiring out of court. for 
about twenty minutes, returned 
with a verdict of 10,0001. damages. 

9th. A very melancholy and 


diftrefling calamity occurred at Mr. 


hiewx’s brewhoufe, in Liquorpond-. 


ftreet., A porter vat having been 
emptied on Thurfday, and kept 


| _ open above the ufual time of fix-. 


and-thirty hours before it was 
- tleanfed, one of the men was. let 
down acrofs a ftick faftened to 


:| ropes, to perform that fervice ; he 


unfortunately, letting go his hold, 


fell to the bottom, and ‘the vapour’ 
not being evaporated, caufed inftant 
fuffocation ; his companion, feeing 
his fituation, and having procured a 
joint ladder, went down into the 
veflel, where, on reaching the bot- 
tom, he fell lifelefs. Mr. Squires, 
acting clerk, imagining he could 
bring the unfortunate perfons up, 
perfifted alfo in going down, though 
intreated to defift, and accordingly 
being fupplied with ropes, he put 
one round the neck and waift of 
one of the men; but being defired 
by the perfens above to fhift it un- 
der his arms, while performing this 
humane office the effluvia overpow- 
ered him, and he dropped down 
dead. The bodies of all three, af- 
ter fome time, were drawn up by 
hooks. His Royal Highnefs the 
Duke of York, who happened to be 
at Mr. Leader’s, coach-maker, at 
the time of the accident, went im- 
mediately to the brewhoufe, and 
ordered every medical affiftance to 
be. procured. Several gentlemen 
of the faculty attended, and ufed 
the means of refufcitation for near 
three hours, but without. effect. 
The coroner’s jury’ fat at eight 
o’clock in the evening, and brought 
in their verdiét Accidental Death. 
Mr, Squires was only twenty-five 
years of age. They were all of 
them married, and one has left four 
children. | 
A few days fince the firft’ brick 
of the new bridge erected over the 
river Avon, by public fubfcription, 
in the centre of the village of Pew- 
fey, in the county of Wilts, was 
laid, through the indefatigable ex- 
ertions of the Rev. Jofeph Town- 
fend, rector of that parifh: the wa- 
ter whereof having for many-years~ 
proved fo fatal to cattle in the win- 
ter feafon, as well as almoft a total 
obftruction 
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ebftruction to travellers, occafioned: 
fo important an undertaking. 

- From the Jamaica Gazette we 
have the following. particulars of 


the dreadful earthquake which haps' 
pened. laft February,.at Quito, in 


’ South America... This dreadful cas! 
lamity began. at Quito at half patt: 
feven, A. M.-and; lafted, from. thei 
beft calculation, upwards. of three 
minutes. The elegant college of; 
Saint. Fernando isin ruins. “The 
large edifice of Santa Domingo is 
contiderably damaged; the Grand, 
Tower was broken into many piec- 
es, and a number of the cells ens, 
tirely deftroyed; the ftudent's 
fchool is in ruins; The. high 
church of Del Carmen, one of'the 
moft elegant fabrics in the place, is. 
totally demolifhed: The Tower 
of la Merced is nearly in the fame 
ftate: it has been ordered to’ be: 
pulled, down... the Church» dela: 
Conception has fuffered confidera- 
bie damage. Indeed: all the beft 
buildings of the place are quite def. 
troyed. Noneof the low buildings 
have: received) any damage. At) 
Facunga the: earthquake began 
fome time patt feven o’clock, A.M. 
and the agitation of the earth con- 
tinued till two o’clock, P. M. leav-: 
ing the. villages entirely in ruins, 


not a building being left ftanding, 


except an arch in the great fquare, 
and a part of 4 neighbouring houfe. 
The people who have perifhed are 
innumerable. 
St. Auguftir, St. Domingo; and la 
Merced, were crowded with people 


hearing mafs; not one.of whom. 
were faved. The.whole place o-. 


pened into gullies, out. of which 
large .quantities' of water iffued. 
Don Francifco Camacho was fwal- 
lowed up; and no account has 
‘been received of. Don Antonio 


The churches of: 


Texado, who was with him The 
village of St. Philip, which is near’ 
to Fecunga, is fwallowed. up: iw 
this place there! was.a-{chool int 
which were upwards of forty: chil- 
dren, who have fuffered the fame 
fates There are -dilferent! reports: 
refpecting the village: of Almbazio::’ 
it isdfaid. likewife: torbe int ruins. 
The famous eftate: of: the Marquis: 
de Miraflores, on which was a cloth’ 
manufactory, all his horfes, and an’ 
elegant church, arey entirely def-. 
troyed, and many lives|loft. "Cale- 
ra, an eftate adjoining the Marquis’s, 
is fwallowed: up, and» fearcely the 
veftige ofa houfe to befeeny . “Ala- 
ques, Saguiali, Pugili;. Fachuchi, 
and other confiderable villages and’ 
eftates, are entirely ruined. Ma- 
chache, Aloaci, Amaguana, Alvay, 
and other villages in the neighbour- 
hood of Facunga, have’ fuffered 
great damage. Not a church is 
left: ftanding in either ‘of thefe 
places. The mountains: of Calo- 
paci opened in feveral ee and 
iffied great quantities of water; a 
{mall hill near to the city threw up 
vaft heaps of ftones. This earth- 
quake is faid to be:much feverer. 
than that which happened -in 1755. 
26th. Several of the:mail-coaches: 
did not arrive at the Poft-office in: 
time this morning for the delivery 
of letters, owing to the heavy rains. 
which had deluged «different: parts 
of the countrys ym i 
_ Mr. Brookes and Mr. Magiftra, 
King’s meffengers, were drowned | 
as they were landing from’ the 
Diana packet, at Calais, in their 
way to Lifle, with difpatches: * 
30th. Larly this morning, an 
old houfe in Greengate - ftreet, 


behind Whitechapel church,’ fell 


down. There were fifteen. per- 
fons in the building; buta weaver, 
whe 
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‘yho was at work in an upper-room, 
hearing a loud crath, gave notice 
-of the danger to the other inmates; 
and they were all! fortunate enciigh 
to efcape about two minnies be- 
fore the whole fabric fuddenly fell. 
‘Drepd. At his palace at Chichef- 
ter, the Right Rev. Sir William 
Athburnham, Bart. D. D. the vene- 
rable bifhop of that fee, and rector 
of Geftling, in Suffex. He was the 
father of the Englifh bench, and 
the only bifhop not appointed by 
his prefent Majefty. 

At Cambride, after a longillnefs, 
in his fixty-third year, the Rev. 
Richard Farmer, D. D. F..R. and 
A. SS. matter of Emanuel-colleze, 
ao librarian of the public li- 

tary in that univerfity; one of 
the canons-réfidentiary of St. Paul, 
ondon ; chancellor of the diocefe 
of Litchfield and Coventry, and 
prebendary of Worcefter. He 
was born at Leicefter in 1735. 
‘He ferved the office of vice-chan- 
_cellor in the year 1775 and 1787 ; 
and was much refpetted for his li- 
’ berality to the poor, and the various 
plans figucited by him for the im- 
‘provement of the town of Cam- 
ridge. He was well known in 
the literary world for his “ Ef- 
fay on the Learning of Shake- 
fpeare, addreffed to Jofeph Cra- 
dock, Efg. 1766,” which has been 
four times printed, viz. 1766, 1767, 
1789, and 1793. 

10th. In childbed, Mrs. Godwin, 
wife of Mr. William Godwin, of 
-Somer’s Town; a woman_of wn- 
common talents and confiderable 
-knowledge: well known through- 
out Europe by her literary works, 


Bvo. 
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publication was “ Thoughts on the 
Education of Daughters, with Re- 
flecéhons on Female Conduct in the 
more important Duties of Life, 
1787,” t2émo. «2. * The Rights of 
Man, 01791,?? ) 8vo, againft Mr. 
Burke on the French Revolution: 
of the rife and progrefs of) which 
fhe gave an “ Hiftorical and Moral 
View” in 1794, only one vohime 
being publifhed.. 3. ‘ Elements 
of Morality forthe Ufe of Chil. 
dren: tranflated from the German 
of Sultzman, 1791,’? 3 vols. 12m. 
4. “A Vindication of the Rights 
of Women, with Strictures on Mo- 
ral and Political Subjects, 1792.” 
5. “ Letters written during a 
fhortrefidence in Sweden, Norway, 
and Denmark, 1796)” 8vo. Her 
manners were gentle, eafy, and 
elegant; her converfation: intelli- 
gent and amufing, without the 
leaft trait of literary pride, or the 
apparent confcioufnels of powers 
above the level of her fex; and for 
foundnefs of underftanding; and 
fenfibility of heart, fhe was, per- 
haps, rarely equalled. Her praéti- 
cal fkill in education was even fu- 
perior to her fpeculations upon 
that fubject; nor is it poffible to 
exprefs the misfortune fuftained, 
in that refpeét, by her children. 


a 


O.CrT’. 0. B Eek. 


1ft. As fome mafons were dig- 
ging in the Caftle of Stirling, ina 
garden adjacent to the magazine, 
they ftruck upon a human fkeleton, 
about eight yards diftance from the 
window where the Earl of Douglas 


‘under her original name of Woll- 
“ftonecraft, and particularly by her 
+ Vindication of the Rights of 
“Women, 1792,” 8vo. Her firft 
f° Vor. XXXIX. 


was thrown over after he was ftab- 
bed by King James II. It is thought, 
and there is little doubt but that it 
is his remains, as it is certain he 

D waa 


oe 


. mitting this rafh ac, he called for - 
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-was buried in the 
a little diftance ae the clofet- 
window. The bones were entire, 
and, from the place where the fkull 
was lying to the down end of the 
thank - bone, meafured about fix 
feet. They were carefully gathered 
up, put into a box, and depofited 
nearly where they were found. 

3d. The Bank of England cailed 
in the ftamped dollars. 

China. An infurrection of a fe- 
rious nature has lately been foment- 
ed in feveral of the provinces, par- 
ticularly in -that of Hou-quang, 
which has confiderably advanced 
the price of cotton, the princi- 
pal commodity of that province. 
The caufe of thefe difturbances 
is afcribed to the Enipéror Kien 
Long having abdicated his throne, 
at the age of eighty-feven, in fa- 
vour of Ka Hing, his fifteenth fon. 
Inftead, however, of retiring, like 
Charles V. into folitude, and re- 
mouncing altogether the care of 
‘government, the aged. Emperor 
{till manifefted an inclination to 
dabble in ftate affairs. In this he 
-was feconded by Co Law, an an- 
-cientmandarin, Jealoufies had then 
arifen between-the old and new 
yminifters, which have {pread like 
wildfire through:the provinces, the 
Mandarins fiding, as intereft or at- 
‘tachment predominated, with the 
leading parties at court. 

6th. Mr. Bruifter, of Dean-ftreet, 
Soho, fhot himfelf through the head 
with a piftol. Previouily to com- 


arden, and but 


_aglals of wine and water, and, had 
- a fecond piftol grafped in. his hand 


to complete his death. *He furviv- 


-ed the fatal fhot a few minutes. 


* 


Mr. Foot, and other gentlemen of 

the faculty were called in, but their 

aflifiance was wfelefs. No caufe 
et ; 


has yet been affigned for this fhack 
Oe omen Mr, Bruifter was 
a bachelor, and led a very folitary 
life. He was a man of excellent 
character, and much efteemed a- 
mong his friends, but of a gloomy 
difpofition. He was very infirm, 
and had juft recovered from a fe- 
vere illnefs. The property he has 
left is immenfe. 

9th. A general mutiny broke out 
on board the Britith fleet at the Cape 
of Good Hope, which terminated } 
on the 12th, in confequence of a — 
communication that the demands 
of the feamen at Spithead had been 
complied with. 

The American newfpapers down 
to the 11th, bring intelligence of 
the horrid ravages lately made by 
the yellow fever in Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, New Providence, &c. 
&c. The returns daily made of 
the burials, amounted, in Philadel- 
phia, in the month ending with 
September, to 590 adults, and up- 
wards of 300 children. In Balti- 
more the numbers were much fmal- 
ler; but many had fallen victims to 
the diforder both there and in 
Rhode Ifland. Mr. Bedford, the 
governor of the Delaware, is dead 
with the fever. We are: happy, 
however, to ftate, thatthe approach 
of cold weather had confiderably 
abated the ravages of the diforder ; 
the returns of the burials decreafin 
daily. beye im 

Italy. 12th. General Buonaparte 
has “written a flattering letter to the 
Archbifhop of Genea, in confe- ff 
quence of the paftoral letter ad- 
drefled by that prelate to his clergy. 
It is to this purport :— 

“ Citizen, When I received and 
perufed your paftoral letter, I 
thought I was reading an epiftle 
from one of the twelve apoftles. 

. Such 


st 
o 


Suck certainly was the language of 
St. Paul. How refpectable does re- 
ligion appear when ferved by mi- 
nifters ike you! Whence is it 
that priefts are in general actuated 
by another fpirit? . Jefus Chrift 
fought to convince by evidence, 
and laid down his life rather than 
enforce the reception of his.doc- 
trine. Wicked priefts preach re- 
volution. and bloodfhed, and fell 
the poor flocks like Judas. I hope 
foon to come to Genoa, when it 
will be a’ great pleafure to me to 
converfe with you. _ A bifhop like 
Fenelon, or the Archbifhop of Mi- 
lan, Ravenna, and Genoa, gives 
new vigcur to religion; fince he 
not only preaches, but. practifes 
virtue. A good bifhop isi the moft 
precious gift which Heaven’ can 
beftow..on.a.city or acountry.” 


of this town, men, women, ,and 
children, quitted the place this:day, 
rather than be prefent at the exe- 
cution of their haplefs countryman, 
Orr. Some removed to the 
diftance of many miles;—{carce a 
fentence w2s intercharged during 
e day, and every face prefented 
‘pitture of the deepeft melancho- 
y, horror, and indignation. The 
jilitary who attended the execu- 
ion ‘confifted of feveral thoufand 
en, horfe and foot, with cannon, 
nd a company of artillery—the 
holé forming a hollow fquare. 
Jo thefe Mr. Orr read his dyfme 
declaration, in a clear, ftrong, man- 
fly tone of voice. He was a diffen- 
jer. His laft accents articulated 
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Carrickfergus. 14. The inhabitants 


of 
life I have been fentenced to die 
upon the gallows, and this fentence 
has been in purfuance of a verdict 
of twelve men, who fhould have 
been indifferently and impartially 
chofen. How far they have been 
{o, I leave to that country “from 
which they have been chofen..to 
determine; and’ how far they have ° 
difcharged their. duty, [leave to 
their God and to themfelves.. They * 
have, in prénouncing their verdiét, 
thought proper to recommend me” 
as an objet of humane mercy. In « 
return, I pray to God, if they-have: 
erred, to have mercy upon. them. + 
The judge who condemned: me, ‘hu-* 
manely {hed tears in uttering my: 
fentence’;; but whether he did wife- = 
ly in fo highly: commending: the” 
wretched informer who {wore away 
my life, I leave to his own cool re-- 
flection; folemnly affuring him and 
all the world, with my dying breath, 
that the» informer °was: forfworn, 
The lawunder which 1 fuffercis” 
furely:a fevere one!) May the ma-- 
kers and promoters of it be juftifi- 
ed in the integrity of their motives: 
and the purity of their own lives! 
By that law 1 am ftamped a. felon; 
but: my: heart difdains the imputa- 
tion. My comfortable lot.and in- 
duftrious courfe’ of life beft refute 
the charge of being an adventurer 
for plunder; but if to have loved. 
my. country, to have known its 
wrongs, to Have felt the injuries of 
the perfecuted catholics, and to 
have united with them and. all 
other religious perfuafions in the 
moft orderly and leaft fanguinary 
means of procuring redrefs; if 
thofe be felonies I am a felon, but 
not otherwife. Had my counfel 
(for whofe honourable exertions I 
am indebted) prevailed in ‘their 
motion to have me tried for high 
treafon, rather than under the in 
D2 furre&tion= 
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furrection-law, I fhould have been 
entitled then to full defence, and 
my aétions have been better vindi- 
cated; but that was. refufed, and 
I muft now fubmit to what has 
patied. To the generous protection 
ofmy country “I leave a: beloved 
wife, who has been conftant and 
true to me, and whofe. grief for my 
fate has: already nearly occafioned 
her death. I leave five loving chil- 
dren, who have been my delight ; 
may: they love their country as I 
have done, and:die for it, if need- 
ful: Laftly, a falfe and ungenerous 
publication having appeared) in a 
newpaper, ftating certain alleged 
confefions: of guilt on my part, 
and’ thus ftriking at my reputation, 
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the ballot for a fupplementary mili« 
tia. The Highlanders, totally mif- 
conceiving the intention of the le- 
giflature, imagined they were to be 
trepanned to expatriation, and in 
one or two inftances (at Tranent 
particularly) refifted even unto’ 
death. But no fooner was the law . 
explained to them, than, highly te 
their credit, the moft complete fub- 
ordination and fatisfaftion took 
place. 

he Duke of Norfolk’s im- 
provements at Arundel Caftle (on ° 
which: he has expended 200,0001.) » 
are in the Saxon ftyle. 
nificent pile of ‘buildings, is 200 


‘feet each’ way; and the front, or 


which-is dearer to.me than: life, 1 
take this folemih method of contra= > 


digting thecalumny. Iwas applied 
toby the high fheriff and the Rev. 
William Briftow, fovereign of Bel- 
faft, to make a confeflion of guilt ; 


ground-floor, is entirely of ftone, 
the fecond of mahogany, the third 
of oak, and the fourth of ‘deal. 
The repairs and improvements of 
this ancient Gothic ftruéture are 


magnificent and.expenfive; but the 


’ 


who ufed intreaties to that effet. ° 


This I peremptorily refufed: if I 
thought miyfelf guilty I fhould be 
free io confefsit; but, on the con- 
trary, I glory inmy innocence. I 
truft that all my virtuous country- 
men will bear me in their kind re- 
membrance, and continue true and 
faithful to each other, as [have been 
to allof them. With this laft with 
of my ‘heart, nothing doubting of 
the fuceefs of that caufe for which 
T fuffer, and hoping for God’s mer- 
ciful foreiveneis of fuch offences as 
my frail nature may have at any 
time betrayed me into, I die in 
peace and charity with all mankind. 
 Witrtam Orr.” 

Carrickfergus Geol, Odi. 5, VT97. 
Scotland, Several difturbances of 
moft alarming nature took place 
in this part of the united kingdom 
in Auguft and September laft, on 


~ 
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public do not know the circum- 
ftances that have made them fo. 
The ground-rents of that part of » 
the Norfolk eftate on which ftand 
Norfolk and Arundel-ftreets, in 
the Strand, were anciently appro- 
priated to the repairing and im- 
proving, of Arundel-Caftle, and to 
be ufed for no other purpofe.* The 
Norfolk family have long. wifhed 
to fet afide this abfurd difpofition ; 
and thofe rents had not been drawn 
for upwards of twenty years, when 
the prefent Duke called for them. 
They had then accumulated toa | 
very largeamount; but the parties | 
refufed to pay them, unlefs it were 
to defray the expence of repairing 
and improving Arundel-Caftle. 
The Duke, finding it impoffible 
to obtain them for any other pur-~ 
pofe, gave orders for fuch altera=) 
tions in the building as would a- 
mount to the fum due; and it is 

now 
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and magnificent ftyle. The floors 
are all to be of mahogany; and 
gilding, and all forts of expenfive 
ecorations, are to be added, - 
13th. Sir B. Hammet was. fined 
the fum of one thoufand pounds, 
_for declining to ferve the office of 
-Lord Mayor, to which he had been 
elected. 
30th. His Majefty fet out from 
town with an intention of review- 
-ing the North-Sea flect, and the 
Dutch prizes at the Nore; but ow- 
ing to the tempetftuoufnefs of the 
weather, was, after having gone 
fome way, obliged to return, with- 
out having effected his purpofe. 


NOVEMBER. 


3d, Laft night, about eight 
@ clock, a fire broke out at Mr. 
Bennifon’s umbrella manufactory, 
adjoining Windmill - ftreet, Finf- 
_bury-fquare, which it entirely con- 
fumed; it communicated to a fmall 
-houfe in an adjoining court, in 
‘which were only four houfes; but, 
by the exertions of the fire-men, 
_was preyented from apreastine, tho’ 
mot without the deftruction of a 
| great part of the furniture of the 
poor inhabitants. 

Louvain. Our univerfity, which 
had exifted nearly 400 years, and 
which formerly enjoyed much re- 
putation in the literary world, has 
been deftroyed by an order of the 
department of the Dyle. It muf 
be admitted that it deferved its 
fate. It was the principal afylum 
in the Netherlands of fanaticifm, 
_and of thofe principles which were 
moft oppofite to the new regimen. 
Bercnce is in fome places the na- 
| feral production of the country ; 
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but;at Louvain it appears that it 
was cultivated with care. None of 
the valuable appendages to. the 
univerfity, as the library, phyfic- 
garden, &c. have, however, been 
deftroyed. 

The prefent Emprefs of. Rufha 
has purchafed the palace of Prince 
Dolgorucki, at St. Peterfburg, and 
converted it into a college for 
teaching the art of . midwifery. 
Twenty poor women of good cha- 
racter are to be inftructed and con- 
tinvally fupported by her Majef- 
ty’s private purfe, and occafionally 
diftributed over the provinces. 
The following letter from the Em- 

peror of Rufia accompanied the 

infignia of the order of St. Alex- 
ander Nefsky, with which Lord 

Duncan has lately been invetfted : 

“ Peterhoff, July 19th, 1797. 
“ Admiral Duncan, 

“ In confideration of the talents 
which you have difplayed during 
your military career, the honour- 
able and diftinguifhed manner in 
which you acquitted yourfelf in the 
command which you had over my - 
{quadron, deftined to combat, con- 
jointly with yours, the enemies of 
your country, and the zeal which 
you have manifefted for the well-+ 
being of my fubjects, as well offi- 
cers as feamen, I have created you 
Chevalier ofmyImperialOrder of St. 
Alexander Nefsky, the infignia of 
which accompany this for your in- 
veftiture.—I flatter myfelf that the 
juftice which I now render you will 
be received by you as a ftriking 
proof of my high confideration and 


*good withes.—TI pray God to have 


you in his holy and particular keep- 
ing. (Signed) 
6 Paut.”? 
8th. This morning Richard Bar- 
ber fox forgery, and John Bryant for 
a rape 
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a Yape, were exeouted before New- 
gate. Soon after they were cut 
down, an extraordinary occurrence 
took place. Between nine and ten 
o’clock a hackney-coach drew up 
to the prifon door, in order'to con- 

“vey-away the body of Bryant; 
which being brought out, a violent 
altercation took place between two 
parties “among the crowd, each 
headed by a woman, as to which 
was beit entitled to the poffeffion 
of the corpfe. Upon the body 
being brought into the ftreet, the 
two contending parties feized hold 
of it, fome dragging it by the legs, 
and others by the headand arms ; 
but all conttibuted to prevent its 
fall to the ground. After an ob- 
ftinate conteft for near half an hour, 
the body was carried into Giltfpur- 
ftreet, where, being put intoa coach, 
it was driven off. The populace 
then difperfed. 

12th. A melancholy accident 
happened in the French prifon at 
Stapleton, near Briftol. The pri- 
“foners being very riotous and dif- 
orderly, one of the centinels, ap- 
prehending that fome of them were 
attempting to break out, fired his 
piece, and unfortunately fhot one 
‘of his companions through the 
body; ‘in confequence of which he 
died in a very few minutes. 

An Atheiftical Society has late- 
ly been formed in Paris, as their 
own papers ftate, called Les Hommes 
fons Dieu, “The Men without a 
God.” Their fole homage is paid 
to Virtue. They renounce all 
obedience to pricfts and magif- 
trates: they are tobe men” of 
blamelefs. lives, and: not lefs than 
fifty years of age.» If a civil.war 
fhould break out, they are to ad- 
monifli the combatants; armed only 
‘with the Book of Virtye.! «If per 
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fecuted, they are to retire to aed 
church-yards, and there, wra 

in their clokes, to meet their- ste | 4 
—Where will this combination of 
madnefs and folly terminate its 
career ! 

Diep. &d. At Norwich, in his 
fifty-feventh year, the Rev. William 
Enfield, LL. D. paftor of the con- 
eregation of Proteftant Diffenters 
meeting in the chapel there, ori- 
ginally erected for Dr. Taylor, and 
formerly leéturer in the delles lettres 
at the academy at Warrington. 
To the public he was well known 
by his many ingenious and ufeful 
writings, which entitled him to a 
refpeétable rank in» the literary 
world. 

10th. About nine o’clock in the 
morning, of a dropfy, at his new 
palace of Sans Souci, near Potfdam ; 
his Pruffian Majefty, Frederic Wil- 
liam the Second. — Since his return 
from Pyrmont,’ the principal phy- 
ficians defpaired of his recovery ; 
yet the king enjoyed fo ftrong a 
conftitution, that ‘his firft illnefs 
was that of which he died. His 
Majefty was born September 25th, 
1744; had reigned eleven years; 
and i: fucceeded by his fon, Fre- 
deric William, born Auguft 3d, 
1770. In whatever light the cha- 
racter of this monarch is to be 
viewed, it will appear not. altoge- 
ther problematical, The ambition 
of the houfe of Brandenburgh ac- 
tuated him, as it had done his pre- 
deceffors; and the meafures he 
took to gratify it, whether by the 
partition “of Poland, the treaty of 
Pilnitz, or the feparate peace: with 
the French republic, will, in the 
eftimation of impartial judges, be 
His. fa- 
vourite miftrefs was, on the accef- 
fion of his fucceffor, immediately 

Sy Pieneraa, 
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apprehended, and commitied to 


clofe cuftody for life. 


DECEMBER. 


1%. Mr. Fox prefented to the 
King, at the levee, a petition, from 
near five thoufand freeholders of 
the county of Down, in Ireland, 
complaining of the hardfhips which 
that county at prefent labours un- 
der, and praying for a redrefs of 
grievances. 

2nd. Gold feven fhilling pieces 
were ordered to be received as the 
eurrent coin of the kingdom. 

5th. The Dublin papers brought 


' intelligence that Hugh Wheatley, 


one of the perfons brought for- 
ward by the crown againft Mr. Orr, 
lately executed in Ireland, had con- 
feffed that he had been guilty of 
perjury and murder. 

The late thick fogs have not only 
been prevalent among us, but in 
various other places. We havea 
private account of a moft furprifing 
The whole city 
appeared, as it were, enveloped in 
2 cloud of feetid emanations, and 
acid fulphureous matters, which af- 
tected both the {mell and the fight, 
and fcarcely left in the atmofphere 
vital air enough for a painful re- 
{piration; infomuch that chymifts 
are now employed in analyfing thefe 
jhanomena. At four o’clock, the 
mift was fo powerful as to intercept 
all the rays of light beyond a few 
paces; and foon afterwards became 
fo thick as almoft to extinguifh the 
torches which people were obliged 
to carry in the ftreets. It was ele- 
yen o’clock at night before the 
eold had power enoughto condenfe 
the vapid air, or precipitate. the 
foggy particles with which it was 
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impregnated. | Many © accidents 
happened by the overturning of 
carriages, &c. Some paffengers fell 
into the water. The thieves were 
particularly active amidi{t the gene- 
ral confufion. 

Staford/hire. The fnow was 
nearly general in this county, 
from the eaft: it is deep on moft 
of the roads from Norfolk and Lei- 
cefterfhire, quite acrofs the  king- 
dom to Chefter and Lancafter. In 
fome places upwards of two fect 
deep; arare circumftance fo early 
in the feafon. 

12th. That part of the water- 
works at Shadwell, in which Mefirs. 
Bolton’s fteam-engine was erected 
in 1774, over the well, was in one 
hour and a half burnt to the ground. 
This engine’s power of raifing wa-, 
ter was at the rate of 903 gallons 
in a minute, which is 54,180 gale 
lons in an hour, and 758,520 gal- 
lons, or 2853 tons 152 gallons in a 
day of fourteen hours, the ufual 
time of working it. It fupplies 
a diftri& of near 8000 houfes, be- 
fides publie buildings, extending 
from the Tower to Limchoufe- 
bridge, and from Whitechapel to 
the Thames. 

Dublin. 12th, Yefterday intelli- 
gence was received in town of the 
death of Colonel Fitzgerald, who 
was lately guilty of a moft fhame- 
ful-and difhonourable act in the 
family of the prefent Earl of King- 
fton, by fecsicing a daughter of that 
much refpected nobleman, to whom 
he was allied, and in whofe family 
he had been a conftant vifitor. He 
met with his death in the following 
manner: After the difcovery of this 
unfortunate criminal intercourfe, 
which occurred in England, and 
in confequence of which a duel 
had taken place between the bro- 

D 4 ther 


56 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1997. 


ther of the young lady (whois new 
Lord Kingfborough) and the de- 
ceafed ‘Colonel Fitzgerald, fhe was 
removed to the country refidence of 
her noble faiher, now the Earl pf 
Kingfton, at Mitchelftown, near 
Kilworth, in this kingdom. The 
deceafed, feeling no remorfe for 
what he had cone, in difhonouring, 
by the moft artful ftratacems, an 
illuftrious family, had the audacity 
znd perfeverancetofollowthe young 
lady to freiand (it is feppofed, with 
fz view to wreft her by viclence 
from her parents) and took a lodging 
at an-inn in Kilworth. The Co- 
lone] had been there fome days be- 
fore his arrival at Kilworth was 
known, or the object of his expe- 
cifion was difcovered. He was 
obferved to walk out in the 
night, and conceal himfelf in the 
day ; and the fervants at length no- 
ticed him lurking about Mitchelf- 
town-houfe at unfeafonable hours. 
The intelligence having reached 
Lord Kingfborough, who had had 
the duel with the Colonel, and re- 
folved to defeat his antagonitt’s pro- 
ject, he left his father’s houfe, and 
went to Kilworth, where, having 
enquired if that gentleman was in 
the houfe, and being informed he 
was, he went to the apartment 
as direfted, in which the Colo- 
nel lodged. Lord Kingfborongh 
rapped at the door, requiring ad- 
mittance; the other, knowing his 
voice, replied that he: was locked 
in, and could not open the door ; 


but if he had any thing to fay to 


him. he would receive it in writ- 
ing under the door. This enraged 
the young nobleman, and-he forced 
open the door, and running to 2 
cafe of piftols in the room, took 
one,and defired the Colonel to take 
the other and defend himfelf, as 


he was refolved to have fatisfaction, 
for the fcheme the deceafed hag 
formed againft his fifter, and which 
he came to this place to put in ex. 
eculion. On both feizing the pii- 
tols, they grappled with each other, 
and were, ftrugeling, when the Earl 
of Kingfton, who had been apprifed 
of his fon’s departure in purfuit of 


the Colonel, and quickly followed 


the young lord, entered the room, 
and finding them in the conteit, 
end thet his fon muft lofe his life 
from the fituation the deceafed had 
him in, the Earl fired upon the 
Colonel, not we believe with an 
intent to kill him, though his ag- 
gravation was great; but the fhot 
however took effect, and the Co- 
Ionel loft his life, not lamented 
by any one who has heard of his 
very difhonourable conduét in this 
affair. When Mifs King was taken 
by her father from Engiand, on ac-~ 
count of ker difgrace, it was dif- 
covered, on her arrival in Dublin, 
that the fervant-maid who accom- 
panied her, favoured the views of 
the feducer. On her confequent 
difmiffal from the fervice, fhe re- 
turned to England, and was the 
bearer of a private letter to Co- 
lonel Fitzgerald, the contents of 
which were, itis faid, fufficient to 
induce the Colonel, eyen at the 
rifk-of his life, to make an effort 
to regain the young lady; but his 
finances not enabling him to un- 
dertake the journey, he borrowed 
a'fm of money of an amiable wo- 
man, who’ cught ever to have been 
moit dear to lim, under the pre- 
tence of making a vifit to Dorfet- 
fhire. Thus accommodated, he fet 
out for the fifter kingdom, and ar- 
rived at the village of Kilworth, 
near Mitchelftone, the’refidence’of 
the noble family, the place where 

the 
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the young lady was then kept, and 
whofe conduct was then watched 
with particular vigilance. 

. Amount of armed fhips belong- 
ing to France, Spain, and Holland, 
_ taken, burnt, or deftroyed by the 
_ Englith fince the commencement 
of the war: 


Veffels. Guns: 


Of 74 guns and upwards 39 3058 
Two-deckers urder 74 10 630 
Frigates of 32 guns and upwards 46 1798 
Frigates under 32 guis 13 383 
Sloops, Corvettes, &c. 587 2808 


Yefterday morning Maria The- 
refa Phipoe, for the murder of 
Mary Cox, was executed be- 
fore the debtors door, Newgate, 
purfuant to her fentence. She 
behaved with proper decorum; and 
was attended by a Roman Catholic 
prieft. She left a guinea for the 
moft deferving debtor in the gaol, 
and gave the fame fum to the exe- 
cutioner.. After hanging an hour 
in the view of a great number of 
fpectators, one-third of whom were 
females, the body was cut down, 
and delivered to the furgeons for 
diffection. An account of the crime 
for which fhe fuffered, will be given 
jn the Appendix. 

The following is a copy of the 
return of the numbers of fugitive 
wate in England, which has juft 

een delivered to the Duke of 
Portland: 
French clergy fupported by 

Government 
Lay-people ditto, including 

women and children 
Clergy, not fupported by Go- 

vernment, as having means 
in themfelves, or living by 

their induftry, about 500 
Emigrants, not fupported by 

.Government, as having 
fayed fome wrecks of their 


5000 


2950 
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fortune, including old peo- 
ple,women, children, maid- 
fervants, &c.'about - 3000 

To which may be added, in 
Jerfey ~- 709 


The coinage of gold and filver 
fince the Reftoration has been as 
under : 


Coined by Charles IJ. 7,524,105 
James IT. 2,691,625 
William III. 10,511,963 
Anne, 2,691,626 
George [. 8,725,921 


George UI. 11,966,576 
Total coinage from 
1660 to 1760, 44,111,817 
Coined in the pre- 
fent reign, 


i 51,073,362 

Total 95,185,179 
From which fum, deduéting the 
recoinage, and fuppefing, though 
highly improbable, that full half 
has been illegally exported or ma- 
nufaétured, there ought ftill to re- 
main above forty millions in cir- 
culation. 

Sir Henry St. John Mildmay, 
Baronet, a few days fince, met with 
the following extraordinary acci- 
dent, at his feat in Hampfhire: — 
Returning froma hard chace with 
his vicious horfe, Telegraph (which 
he bought of Lord Villers for 600 
guineas) he difmounted, and told 
his groom, he thought he might 
now venture to pat him; and ac- 
cordingly put his right hand to- 
wards his neck, when the horfe 
inftantly feized it in his mouth, 
and held it there for more than a 
minute, in defpite of all the endea- 
vours of two grooms to difengage 
it; the confequence was, that Sir 
Henry was ROMS to fuffer aa 
amputation of all his fingers, from 
that hand, in the courfe of the day. 
During 
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During the laft feafon the fol- 
lowing. fhips paffed the Sound, 
viz. 2405 Englifh, 2017 Danes, 
2389 Swedes, 2103 Pruffians, 172 
Papenburghers, 47 Hamburghers, 
107 Oldenburghers,139 Bremeners, 
191 Roftockers, 37 Lubeckers, 
2 Courlanders, 81 Americans, and 
31 Portuguefe. 


12th. Diep, at his houfe in - 


Norfolk-ftreet, Strand, Richard 
Brocklefby, Efq. M. D. Fellow of 
the College of Phyficians and of the 
Reyal Society, and one of theoldeft 
phyficians on the ftaff of the army. 
He was highly efteemed and re- 
fpected as a learned and able phy- 
fician, and as a truly benevolent 
and honeft man. Dr. Brocklefby 
ftudied and took the degree of 
M.D. at Leyden, where he proba- 
bly formed that friendfhip with the 
late Mr. Wilkes which continued 
to their lives end; and he attended 
him in confequence of his duel 
with Mr. Martin, 1763. Prepara- 
tory to his degree, he read, and af- 
terwards printed, at Leyden, 1745, 
4to, “ Differtatio inauguralis, de Sa- 
Sid and et morbofd.”? His next pub- 
fication was, * An Effay concern- 
ing the Mortality of Horned Cattle, 
London, 1746.” He was alfo the 
author of feveral papers in the 
Philofophical Tranfactions. The 
Doctor had one fon, who was a 
private pupil to Mr. Wakefield, 
after he quitted the academy at 
Hackney. 
26th. In Grofvenor fquare, in 
his feventy-firft year, John Wilkes, 
Efq. F.R.S. alderman of the ward 
of Farringdon Without, and cham- 
ROA of London. He was, in 
early life, colonel of the Bucking- 
hamfhire militia; M. P. for Aylet- 
bury, and Afrerwaras for the eounty 
‘of “Middlefex ; “elected” alderman 
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1769; fheriff..1771; lord mayor 

1774; and chamberlain 1779. His” 
exertions and intrepidity added le- 
gal fecurity to the liberties of Eng- | 
lifhmen. A further account of 
this diftinguifhed charaéter will _ 
be given in a tibfequent part of 
the volume. 


BIRTHS for the Year 1797. 
Jan. 1. Vifcountefs Deerhurft, a 


fon. 

Countefs of Aylesford, 
twins, a fon and a 
daughter. 


16. Vifcountefs Galway, a fon, 

. Vifcountefs Clifden, a fon, 

25., Lady Donne, a fon. 
Feb. 1, Lady Horatio Seymour, 
a fon. 

6. Countefs of Guildford, a 

daughter. 

Lady Rodney,.a fon. 

8. Countefs of Belfaft, a fon. 
1t. Countefs Temple, a fon. 
26. The wife of William Cur- 

rie, Efq. M. P. a fon. 
March 5. The wife of Alderman 
Coombe, M. P. a fon. 
12. Lady Burges; Baronefs, a 
daughter, 

The wife of Alexander 
Allardice, Efg. M. P. for 
Aberdeen, .a ftill- born 
male child. 

20.. The wife of Colonel Gra- 
ham, a fon. 
23. Couniefs of Mount Edge- 
cumbe, a fon. 
April 3. The lady of the Bifhop of 
St. David, a daughter. . 
11. Lady Amelia Gamon, a 
daughter. 
16. Lady Carrington, a daugh- 
ter. 5 
Lady Watfon, a daughter. 
May 18, 
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May 13, Countefs -of Northefk,a °° 5 5. soni Lucy Bridgeman, a 


i.» daughter, 


“<5, Lady Mulgrave, a fon and Dec. 21. 


heir. 

The wife of Edward Wil- 
braham Bootle, Efq. a 
ftill-born fon. 

17. The wife of the Prince 
Maximilian of Saxony, 
brother to the Elector, 
a fon and heir. 

At Lifbon, the Princefs of 
Brazil, a prineefs. 

June 20. Lady Napier, a fon. 

" 96, Countefs of Caffilis, a 
daughter. 

July $. Lady Bruce, a daughter. 

* “16, Lady Margaret Maclean, 4 

fon. 
21. Countefs Hardwick, a fon, 
30. Countefs of Plymouth, a 
daughter. 

Aug. 1. Lady Suttle, a fon. © 

15. The wife of Edmund Wig- 
ley, Efq: M. P. for Wor- 
cefter, a-daughter. 

20. Lady Sinclair, a fon. 

22. Lady Elizabeth Talbot, a 
daughter. 

Sept. 6. Lady Charlotte Lenox, a 

fon. 

Wifcountefs Belgrave, a 
fon, who died prefently 
after. 

17, Lady Elizabeth Spencer, a 
daughter. 

18, Duchefs of Manchefter, a 
daughter. - ' 

©&. The Countefs of Aboyne, 
a daughter. 

17. Lady Mary Fludyer, a fon. 

21. Lady Mary Stopford, afon. 

94, Countefs of Caithnefs, a 
fon. sabi 

Nov, 1. The wife of Major Vefey, 

of the 83d regiment; a 
daughter. 


19. 


2. The wife of Colonel Clut- © 


ten, a fon, 


24. 


30. 


Ones 

The wife of Arnold 
Langley, Efq. a daughter. 
The wife of J. Mansfield, 
Efq. a daughter. 
The wife of George Dal- 
' las, Efq.a fon. 


M 
Jan. 6, 


16, 


ARRIAGES, 1797. 


David Walker, Efgq. ne- 
hew to the late Gene- 
ral Leflie, to Mifs Ryan, 
fitter to Lady Hales. 
Honourable. Mr. Dundas, 
fon of Lord Dundas, to 


’ Lady Caroline Beauclerk, 


50. 


Feb, 2. 


6. 


13. 


daughter of the Duke of 
St. Albans. t 

William Wilberforce, Efq. 
M. P. for the county of 
York, to Mifs Spooner, 
eldeft daughter of Ifaac 
Spooner, Efq. of Elmdon 
Honfe, in the county of 
Warwick. 
The Earl of Weftmeath, 
to Lady Elizabeth Moore, 
eldeft daughter of the 
Earl of Drogheda. 

Lord Vifcount Montague, 
to Mifs Frances Manby, 
fecond daughter of the 
late Thomas Manby, Efq. 
of Beads-hall, Effex. 

The Hereditary Prince of 
Heffe-Caffel, to the Prin- 
cefs Augufta, of Proffia, 
daughter of the King of 
Pruffia. 

Colonel Grofvenor, M.P. 
for Chefter, and nephew 
to Earl Grofvenor, to 
Mifs Heathcote, fifter to 
Sir Gilbert Heathcote, © 
Baronet... 

‘14. Capel 
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| 14, ‘Capel Hanbury, Efq. of 


Pontpool-houfe, in the 
county of Monmouth, to 
Lady .Mackworth, of 
Gnoll-caftle, in the coun- 
ty of Glamorgan. 


16. The Rev. Edward Nares, 


~ 


Fellow of Merton-college, 
and youngeit fon of the 


~“Jate Honourable Juttice 


Sir George Nares, to Lady 
GeorginaCharlotte Spen- 
cer, third daughter of the 
Duke of Marlborough. 


March 14. Colonel Clinton, eldeft 


7. 


fon of the late Sir Henry 
Clinton, K. B. to the 
Honourable Louifa Hol- 
royd, youngeft daughter 
of Lord Sheffield. 
Abraham Spooner, . Efq, 
eldeft fon of Ifaac Spoon- 
er, Efq. of Elmdon-houfe, 
in the county of War- 
wick, to Mifs Lillington, 
only daughter and heirefs 
of Luke Lillington, Efq. 
of Ferriby Grange, in the 
countv of York; whofe 
name and -arms he has 
affumed by his Majefty’s 
royal Licence. 


4O. John Quincy Adams, Efq. 


April. 


ambaffador from the Unit- 
ed States of America to 
the Court of Berlin, and 
fon to John Adams, Eig. 
Prefident of the faid U- 
nited States, to Mits 
Louifa Johnfon, fecond 
daughter of Joflua John- 
fon, Efq.of Great Tower- 
hill. 

Robert Bernard Sparrow, 
Efq. high fheriff of the 
county of Armagh, to the 
Henourable Mifs Ache- 
fon, eldeft ‘daughter of 


12. 


May. 1. 


18. 


June 8, 
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Lord Vifcount Achefon. 
Robert Carey Elwes, Efq. 
of Roxby-upon-Humber, 
to the Honourable Ca- 
roline Pelham, fecond 
daughter of Lord Yar- 
borough. 

The Earl of Derby, to 
Mifs Farren, of Green- 
ftreet, Grofvenor-{quare. 
Sir John Monroe, Baronet, 
to Lady Charlotte Mur- 
ray, daughter of the Duke 
of Athol. 

At the chapel royal, St. 
James’s, his Serene High- 
nefs, Frederick Charles 
William hereditary Prince 
of Wirtemberg, to her 
Royal Highnefs Charlotte 
Augufta Matilda, Princefs 
Roya! of England. 


. The Rev. William Clay, 


fecond fon of the late 
Richard Auguftus Clay, 
Efg. of Southwell, in the 
county of Nottingham, 
to Lady Burrell, relict of 
the late Sir William Bur- 
rell, Baronet, 

Captain Durban, to Mifs 
Wilcocks, of Norwich. 
Richard Baker, Efg. of 
Orfet-hall, Effex, to Mifs 
Trafford, of Denton-hall, 
in the county of Linceln, 

Rev. George Sandby, to 
Mifs Willet, eldeft daugh- 
ter of James Willet, Efq. 

Lord Trimleitown, to Mifs 
Alicia Euftace, fecond 
daughter of Major Gene~ 
ral Euftace. 

Sir Charles Edwards, to 
Mifs Howard, with a for. 
tune of 100,000]. At the 
death of her mother fhe 
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will alfo have 20001. a 
year, and the beautiful 
_ feat at Rivermead. 

July. The Honourable Colonel 
Robert Fulke Greviile, 
younger brother of the 
Earl of Warwick, M. P. 
for New Windfor, and 


equerry to his Majefty, 


to Louifa, Countefs of 
Mansfield, reliét of the 
late David, fecond Earl of 
Mansfield. 

Rev. William Graham, 
M. A. of Mifterton, in 
the county of Leicefter, 
to Mifs Cave, of Walton. 
This gentleman’s  firft 
wife was the celebrated 
Hiftorian, Mrs. Macau- 
lay, to whom he was 

amarried. November 14, 
1778, and who died June 

93, 1791. 

19. Thomas Wedgwood (ne- 
phew of the late Jofiah 
Wedgwood) of Burflem, 
to Mifs B. Smith, of Little 
Chell, in the county of 
Stafford. — 

Aug. 3. Inigo Freeman Thomas, 
Eig. M. P. of Batten- 
Lodge, Suffex,- to Mifs 
Peirie, daughter of Hen- 
ry Peirfe, Efq, of Be- 
dale, in the county of 
York. 

Lord Vifcount Middleton, 
to Mifs Maria Benyon, 
fecond daughter of the 
late Richard Benyon, Efq. 
of Englefield. 

Captain Baldwin, to Mifs 
Prefcot, daughter of the 
Governor in Chief of 
Britifh America. 

Thomas Andrew. $trange, 
Efq. Recorder of Fort St. 
George, in the Eaft la- 


is. 


Sept. 


6f 


dies, to Mifs Jane An- 
ftruther, eldeft daughter 
of Sir Robert Anftruther, 
Bart. of Balcafkie. 

Henry Hamilton, Efq. 

grandfon of Guftavus 
‘Lord Vifcount Boyne, 
and nephew of the Right 
Hon. Sackville Hamil- 
ten, to Mifs Campbell, 
daughter of Rob. Camp- 
bell; Efq. of Lochgaire- 
houfe, in the county of 
Argyle. 

Mr. Lloyd, banker, of Bir- © 
mingham, to Mifs Har- 
man, of Newington. 

#1. Mr. Jacob Jones, of Finf- 
bury-{quare, furgeon, to 
Mifs Keyfall, daughter of 
John Keyfall fen, Efq. 
of Upper Gower-ftreet, 
one of the partners in 
Child’s banking-houfe. 

23. Hanover-{quare, Lord Grey, 
fon of the Earl of Stam- 
ford, to the Honourable 
Mifs Charteris, daughter 
of Lord Elcho. 

Dec. 2. John Henry Campbell, 
Efq. of Falmer, Bucks, 
to Mifs Ouvry, of Eaft 
Acton. 

5. Honourable Thomas Mor- 
ton, eldeft fon of Lord © 
Ducie, to Lady Frances 
Herbert, only daughter 
of the Earl of Caernar- 

von. 

6. Charles Collins, Efg. of 
Lincoln’s Inn, to. Mits 
Jane Forman, youngeit 
daughter of the late Rich- 
ard Forman, Efq. of the 
Tower. 

7. Captain Charles Rowley, of 
the royal navy, brother to 
Sir. William Rowley, 
Bart. to Mifs Eliza King, 

youngeit 
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youngeit daughter of Ad- 

* | miral Sir Richard King, 
commander in chief at 
Plymouth. 


PROMOTIONS, 1797. 


Jan. 18. Countefs-dowager of 
Elgin, appointed governefs to the 
Princefs Charlotte. 

James Talbot, Efq. appointed fe- 
cretary of legation to the Swifs 
Cantons. 

30. John  Macnamara’ Hayes, 
M. D. created a Baronet. 

Feb, 14. Right Reverend Henry 
Reginald Courtenay, bithop of Brif- 
tol, tranflated to the fee of Exeter. 

John Forbes, Efg. appointed cap- 
tain-general and governor.in chief 
of the Bahama Ilands. 

15. Right. Honourable Lloyd 
Lord Kenyon,’ Lord Chicf Juftice 
of the court of King’s Bench, fworn 
Lord Liettenant of the county, of 
Flings, 3 yoy Ce 

20. Alexander Graeme, Ef. 
George Keppel, Efq. ‘and Samuel 
Reeve, Efq.: Rear Admirals of the 
White, to be Rear Admirals of the 
Red. — Andrew Mitchell, Efg. 
Charles Chamberlayne, Efq. Peter 
Rainier, Efq. Sir Hugh Cloberry 
Chriftian, K. B. Willian Trofcott, 
Efq.’ and Lord Hugh Seymour, 
Rear Admirals of the Blue, to be 
Rear Admirals of the White. — 
Captains William Swiney, Charles 
Edmund Nugent; William Fooks, 
Charles Powell.Hamilton, Edmund 
Dodd; “Horatio. Nelfon, Thomas 
Lenox Frederick, Sir Geo. Home, 
Bart. and Sir Charles Cotton, Rart. 
to be Rear Admirals of the Blue. 

Sir “Andrew “Snape Douglas, 
Knt. eppointed Colonel in his Ma- 
jefty’s marine forces, ’ 

24. Paul Pechell, E14. of Paggle« 
fham, Effex, created a Baronet. 
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March 1... Thomas ‘Langford 
Brooke, of Mere, Efg. appointed 
Sheriff of the county of Chefter. 

John Raymond Barker, of Fair= * 


. ford, Efq. appointed Sheriff of the 


county of Gloucefter. 

3. Robert Calder, Efq. Captain 
in the royal navy, knighted. 

7. Sir George Keith Elphinftone, 
K. B. Vice Admiral of the Blue, 
created a Baron of the kingdom of 
Ireland, by the name, ftyle, and 
title of Baron Keith, of Stonehaven 
Marifchal, with remainder to «the 
heirs male of his body; and, in de- 
fault: of fuch iffie male,-to Marga- 
ret .Mercer Elphingftone, only 
daughter of the faid Sir, George 
Keith Elphingftone, and to the 
heirs male of her body. 

27, Sir John Jervis, K, B. Ad- 
miral of the Blue, created Baron 
Jervis, of Medford,. in the county 
of Stafford, and Farlef St. Vincent. 

Charles. Thempfon,. Efq. Vice 
Admiral. of the Blue, and-William 
Parker, Efq. Rear Admiral of the 
Red, created Baronets. 

June 2. Right Honourable Rich- 
ard Earl Howe, invefted with the 
Order of the Garter. 4 

Charles Lord Vifcount Dillon, of 
the kingdom of Ireland, appointed 
conftable. 

July 25. Lord Vifcount Caftle- 
reagh, appointed Keeper of his 
Majefty’s Signet, or Privy Seal, of 
the kingdom of Ireland. 

29. Frederic Chriftian Lentz, 
Efq. appointed his Majefty’s Con- 


ful at Magdebourg and Stettin. 


Aug. 2.»Henry Lawes, Earl of 
Carhampton, appointed. _ Mafter 
General of his Majefty’s ordnance 
in Jreland. 

12. General Sir Charles Grey, 
K. B. appointed Governor of the’ 


Mland of Guernfey, the Cattle of 


Cornet, 
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Cornet, and all other. iflands, forts, 
and appurtenances thereunto be- 
- longing. 
| Richard Spiller, Efq. appointed 
one of his Majefty’s Commiifioners 
of Excife. 

Rey. , Alexander Gordon, ap- 
pointed Chaplain to the garrifon of 
Fort St. George, in North Britain. 

27° John Trevor, Efg. fworn of 
his Majefty’s moft Honourable Pri- 
vy Council. 

Rear Admiral Sir Horatio Nel- 
fon, created a Knight of the Bath. 

30. Captain Colin Macdonald, 

of the 2d battalion of Royals, ap- 
pointed Major of Brigade to the 
torces ferving in Portugal. 
. Captain Lieutenant .Spicer, of 
the Royal Artillery, appointed Lieu- 
tenant Governor of Fort Royal, 
an the ifland of St. Domingo. 

O&. 4. General Sir Charles 
Grey, K. B. fworn of his Majef- 
ty’s ‘mott Honourable Privy Coun- 
cil; and alfo took the oaths ap- 
pointed to be taken as governor of 

the ifland of Guernfey, 

she Anfiruther, E{q. knighted. 

. W. Henry Souper, Eq. ap- 
ehicttexd Deputy Commiffary . of 
Mufters in the Weit Indies, 

Lieutenant Colonel John Sontag, 
appointed Military \ Superintend- 
-ant of Hofpitals in South Britain. 

9. Rev. John Buckner, LL.D. 
recommended, by a conge d’elire, to 
be elected Bifhop of Chichefter. 

10. James Earl of Lonfdale, a 

-Baron and Vifcount of Great Bri- 
tain, by the titles of Baron and Vif- 
count Lowther. . 

Richard Kar! of Mornington, in 
‘the kingdom of Ireland, an Englith 
Peer, by the title.of Baron Wellef- 

; ley and Robert Baron Carrington, 

the kingdom, of Ireland, by the 
title of Baron Carrington. 

~ | Right Hon. Charles Townfhend, 
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created a Peer,’ by the title of Ba- 
ron’ Bayning ; Right Honourable 
James Grenville, by. the: title of 
Baron Glaftonbury ;—Right Hon- 
ourable Thomas Orde Powlett, by 
the title of Baron Bolton; Right 
Honourable Sir Gilbert. Elliot, 
of Minto, Baronet, by the title of 
Baron of Minto;—Sir John Wode- 
houfe, Bart. by the title of Baron 
Wodehoufe;— Sir John Rufhout, 
Bart. by the title of Baron North 
wick; Thomas Powis, Efq. by the 
title of Baren of Lilford;—Thomas 
Lifter, Efq. by the title of Baron 
Ribbelfdale ;—James Drummond, 
Efq. by the title of Lord Perth, 
Baron Drummond ;+-and Francis 
Humberftone Mackenzie, Efq. by 
the title of Lord Seaforth, Baron 
Mackenzie. — | 

14. Richard Earl_of Shannon, 
K, B. Right Honourable Sir John 
Parnell, Bart. Chancellor of his 
Majefty’s Exchequer in freland, the 
Right Honourable Thomas Pel-. 
ham, chief fecretary to the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, or the chief. 
fecretary to the Lord Lieutenant 
for the time being, the Right Ho- 
nourable John Monck Maton, the 
Right Honovtable. Lodge Morres, 
and Lord Vifcount Caftlereagh, 
appointed Commiffioners for exe- 
cuting the office of treafurer of his 
Majefty’s Exchequer in Ireland. 

17. Adam Duncan, Efq. Admi- 
ral of the Blue, created a Baron and 
Vifcount of Great Britain, by the 
titles of Baron Duncan, and Vil- 
count Duncan of Camper Down. 

Richard Onflow, Efq. Vice Ad- 
miral of the Red, created a Baronet. 

Nov. 4. Francis Baron de Dun- 
ftanville, created Baron Baffet, of 
Stratton. 

14. Armor Lowry; Vifcount Bel- 
more, of the kingdom of Ireland, 
created Earl Belmore, of the coun~ 


ty 
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ty of Fermanagh ;s—Henry Vifcount 
Conyngham, Vifcount Mount Char- 
let,and Earl Conyngham ;—Fraiicis 
Vifcount Landaff, Earl Landa*f, of 
Thomaftown;—Richard Hely, Lord 
Donoughmocre, Vifcount Donough- 
more; — Hush Baron Carleton, 
chief juitice of his Majefty’s Court 
of Common Pleas; Vifcount Carle- 
‘ton; —— Margaret Baronefs Oriel, 
wife of the Right Honourable John 
Fofter, Vifcountefs Ferrard, of O- 
tiel, and the dignity of Vifcount 
Ferrard, of Oriel aforefaid ;— James 
Lord Caledon, Vifcount Caledon, 
of Caledon; — Thomas Vitcount 
Cremore, Baron Cremore;—Rich- 
ard Lord Sunderlin, Baron Sunder- 
lin, of Baronfton;—Right Honour- 
able James Cuff, Baron Tyrawley; 
Charles Stanley Monck, Efq. Ba- 
ron Monck;—Mrs. Grace Toler, 
wife of John Toler, Efq. his Ma 
jefty’s folicitor general of Ireland, 
.Baronefs . Norwood; — William 
‘Power Keating Trench, Efq. Lord 
sKilconnel, Baron Kilconnel; — 
Charles William Bury, Efq. Baron 
"Tullymore;—Sir George Allanfon 
Winn, Bart. Lord Headly, Baron 
afllanfon and Winn; — Sir John 
Sthore, Bart. Governor General of 
Andia, Baron ‘Teignmouth ;—and 
‘Leonard Troughear Holmes, clerk, 
‘Baron Holmes. 

20th. William Dowdefwell, Efq. 
appointed Captain. General, and 
Governor in Chief of the Bahama 
Tflands, in America. 

25. Thomas Burke, John Jervis 
White Jervis, ‘Thomas “Mullins, 
John Edmond Browne, and Antho- 
ny Brabazon, Efars. created Baro- 
nets of the kingdom of Ireland. 


a 
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11. Jemima Marchionefs Grey, 
“Baronefs Lucas. Her ladyfhip was 


the grand-daughter of Henry, laff 
Duke of Kent; daughter of John, 
third Earl of Breadalbane, by the 
faid Duke’s éldeft daughters Amabel 
Jemima; and widow of Philip, fe- 
cond Earl of Hardwicke, to whom 
fhe was married, 1740, and by whom 
fle has left two daughters, Amabel, 
widow-of Lord Polwarth; and Je- 
mima, widew of Lord Grantham ; 
to. the eldeft of whom defcend the 
eftates belonging to the Duke of 
Kent, and the tide of Baronefs 
Lucas. She was born Oétober 
19th, 1799. 

15th: in his eighty-firft year, Sir 
Robert Burdett, Baronet, of Fore 
mark, in the county of Derby; for 
which county he ferved the office 
of fheriff fo long ago as 1738. 

17th. Aged thirty-eight, Hen- 
ry Pelham, Efq. brother to the 
Right Honourable Thomas Pelham, 
fecretary to the prefent Lord-lieu- 
tenant of Ireland. 

18th. In her thirty-firft year, 
Elizabeth - Anne Lady Rancliffe. 

Jofeph Bufhnan, Efq. comptroller 
of the Chamber of the city of 
London, and Clerk-comptroller of 
the Bridge-houfe eftates. . 

In her thirty-fecond year, Lucy 
Lady Sheffield, third daughter of 
Thomas Lord Pelham, and fecond 
wife of Lord Sheffield, to whom 
fhe was married December 26th, 
1794. His firft lady died April 3d, 
1793. 

. The Right Honourable Hugh 


-Mackay, fixth Lord Reay, a peer of 


Scotland. : 

Aged forty-five, the Honourable 
and Reverend William Bromley 
Cadogan. 

10th. Jn his eighty-fourth year, 
the Reverend Francis Randolph, 
D. D. principal of Alban-hall,- in 
that univerfity. 

Elizabeth, Countefs of Derby, 

aN ee only 
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only daughter of James, the eighth 
Duke of Hamilton and Brandon, 
by Elizabeth his wife, afterwards 
Duchefs of Argyle; fifter to Doug- 
las, the tenth and prefent Duke of 
Hamilton, &c. and wife of Edward, 
iwelfth Earl of Derby. Her Lady- 
fhip had completed her 44th year 
on the 26th of January laft. 

March 7th. Suddenly, at Bucking- 
ham-houfe, far advanced in years, 
Madame Schwellenbergen, keeper 
of the robes to the Queen ; which 
pee fhe had enjoyed ever fince 

er Majefty’s arrival in England. 
10th. In her twenty-fixth year, 
at the Hot-welis, Briftol, where fhe 
went for the recovery ef her health, 
the Right Honourable Lady Mary 
Milfingtown, wife of Lord Vifcount 
Milfingtown. 

William Cadogan, M. D. phyfi- 
cian to the army, and author of an 
“ Effay on the Nurfing and Ma- 
nagement of Children, 1750,” 8vo; 
« Differtations on the Gout, and all 
Chronic Difeafes,”? 8vo; * Oratio 
anniverfaria in Theairo Collegii Regalis 
Med:corun Londinenfium, ex Harvai 
tnftitutio habita die 18mo Oéobris, 
1764,”? 4to; another, 1793, 4to. 
He was of Oriel-college, Ox- 
ford; M.A. 1755, B. and D. M. 
fame year. 

27th. Sir David Lindfay, Baron- 
et, a General in his Majefty’s fer- 
vice, and Colonel of the fifty-ninth 
regiment. 

In his fifty-fifth year, at his feat 
at Hurftbourne-Park, Hants, John 
Wallop, Earl of Portfmouth Vif- 
count Lymington, Baron Wallop, 
of Over Wallop, in that county. 
His Lordfhip fucceeded his grand- 
father, as Earl of Portfmouth, No- 
vember 23d, 1762; married Ura- 
nia Fellowes, youngeft daugher of 
the late Coulfon Fellowes, Eiq. by 
whom he had iffue four fons and 

Vor. XXXIX. 
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four daughters, of whom are now 
living John Charles, Vifcount Ly- 
mington, now Earl of Porifmouth ; 
the Honourable Newton Fellowes, 
ot Eggestord, in the county of De- 
von, who changed his name in con- 
fequence of a large property left 
him by his maternal uncle, the 
Honourable Coulfon Wallop, M. P. 
for Andover; and three daughters. 

April 29th, Elizabeth Ryves, a 
Jady of merit in the literary world. 
She was very well acquainted with 
Italian and French literature, and 
had made no {mall progrefs in the 
claflics. Her poetical compofitions 
are diftinguifhed by vigour, tafte, 
and even an airof originality. She 
tranflated from the French, Rouf- 
feau’s Treatife on the Social Com- 
pact, and many other works of ac- 
knowledged merit. Mifs Ryves 
had turned her attention to the dra- 
ma, and had written a tragedy and 
acomedy; the latter of which was 
fubmitted to the managers of Drury- 
lane theatre: and it fhould be men- 
tioned to their honour, that, having 
kept it fometime in their poffef- 
fion, and excited expectations in 
the writer which had tended to 
draw her into pecuniary embarraff- 
ments, they prefented to her an 
hundred pounds, tho’ they thought 
proper to decline the reprefenta- 
tion of the piece itfelf, 

At his houfe, the Rev. J. Park- 
hurft. He was born in London, ad- 
mitted a Penfioner of.Clare - hall, 
Cambridge, in 1745; admitted a 
Scholar on Mr. Diggins’s foundation’ 
in 1746; and when B, A. admitted 
fellow on Lord Exeter’s foundation, 
July 10,.1751.. Many years ago, he 
publifhed a Greek Lexion, which 
had a confiderable fale at the time; 
and having been fince improved, 
{till maintains a great reputation 
with the learned. 

, Charles 
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Charles Fitzroy, Lord South- 
ampton, fon of Charles, fecond 
Ditke of Grafton, and. fecond 
brother to the prefent Duke. He 
was born in 1737; and, in 1758, 
married Anne, daughter and co- 
heirefs of Sir Peter Warren, K. B. 
and yice-admiral of the Red; by 
whom he had iffue now living, nine 
fons and five daughters. His éeldett 
daughter died in 1795, and three fons 
and a daughter died infants. His 
Lordfhip was a Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral, Colonel of the third, or King’s 
own regiment of dragoons, and 
Groom of the Stole to the Prince 
ef Wales; and was created Lord 

Southampton, Baron Southampton 
of Southampton, in the county of 
Hants, O&. 17, 1780. 
30th. Eliz. Countefs of March- 
mont. She was the daughter of 
Mr. Crompton, an eminent filk- 
mercer of London, and fecond wife 
of Hume Campbell, Earl of March- 
mont,by whom (1747) fhe had one 
fon, Lord Polwarth, who married 
Amabel, eldeft of the two daughters 
of the late Marchionefs Grey, and 
was created Baron Hume in Eng- 
land, but died without iffue, 1781. 
Shefurvived her hufband, who made 
fo diftinguifhed a figure in the op- 
in to Sir Robert Walpole, 
ittle more than three years, he dy- 
ing Jan. 10, 1794. 
jie. 
youngeft fon of the Earl of Ux- 
bridge, born October 7, 1776. 
Lately, at Norwich in Conne&i- 
cut, North America, the Rev. Sam. 
‘Seabury, D. D. Bifhop of that ftate, 
one of the moft learned and inge- 
smious prelates of the Proteftant 
®pifeopal Church in the United 
States. He was not a member of 
any of our univerfities, but formerly 
-aperfecuted American miflionary, a 
prefby ter of the eftablifhed church 


The Hon. Charles Paget, 


of Scotland; and having applied im 
vain to the Englifh Bench of Bifh- 
ops, with the moft honourable cre- 
dentidls, after being elected by 
30;000 Epifcopalians in Connetti- 
cut, was confecrated, November 14, 
1784, Byhop of Connecticut, in partibus 
infidelium, by the Epitcopal College 
of Aberdeen, or, in other words, 
by three Nonjuring Scotch prelates, 
Kilgour Primus, Petrie, and Skin- 
ner, who have regularly kept up 
and continued their fucceflion in 
that kingdom ever fince Epifcopacy 
was abolifhed. 

July. At Dublin, Ch. Wilkinfon 
Jones, Lord Vifcount Ranelagh in 
Ireland, conftable of Athlone, and 
chairman of the lords committees 
in the Irifh Houfe of Peers. He 
was born October 29, 1761, and 
fucceeded his father about 1794 or 5. 

Auguft 3. At his feat at Montreal, 
near Seven Oaks, Kent, in his 81it 
year, ths Right Hon. Jeffery Lord 
Amibierft, of Holmefdaie, K. B. Pri- 
vy Counfellor to his Majefty, Go- 
vernor of Guernfey, Ficid-Marfhal 
in the army, and Colone) of the 
2d regiment of life-guards, and of 
the GOth (or Royal American) re- 
giment of foot. He is fueceeded 
in titles and eftates by his nephew, 
William Pitt Amherft, 

In hisfortieth year, the Henour- 
able Simon Butler, third fon -of 
Edmund, the tenth Lord Vifcount 
Mounigarret of the kingdom of 
Ireland, brother of the late, and 
uncle of the prefent Earl of Kil- 
kenny. In 1794 he married Eliza, 
fecond daughter of Edward Lynch, 
of Hampftead, near Dublin, Efq. 
by whom he has left one only 
child, named Edward Lynch Butler, 
an infant, about nine months old. 
His remains were depofited in the 
vault belenging to Baint ‘James’s 
church. ‘ 

20th. 
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20th. The Honourable James 
Hay, third fon of the late Earl of 
Errol. 

Aged feventy-eight, the Reve- 
rend Charles Bulkley, a diffenting- 
minifter of confiderable learnin 
and abilities, and author of fovea 
theological works. 

At his feat at Audley-end, in his 
feventy-ninth year, John Griffin 
Griffin, Lord Howard de Walden, 
and Lord Braybrooke, field-marfhal 
of his Majefty’s forces, lieutenant, 
cufios retulorum, and vice-admiral of 
the county of Effex, colonel of the 
Queen’s own dragoons, recorder of 
Saifron-Walden, and K. B. He 
was eldeft fon of Edward Griffin, 
Lord Griffin of Braybrooke, fon of 
James Lord Griffin, by Lady Effex 
Howard, eldeft daughter and co- 
heirefs of James, third Earl of Suf- 
folk, and Baron Howard of Walden. 
In 1784 he claimed and obtained 
the barony of Howard of Walden; 
and in 1796 the barony of Bray- 
brooke devolved on him. He 
married, in 1748-9, Anne-Mary, 
daughter of John Baron Schutz, 
who died Auguft the 18th, 1764, 
and was buried at Walden; and, 
on June the 11th, 1765, he was 
married to his prefent Lady, Ca- 
therine, daughter of William Clay- 
ton, of Harleyford, in the county 
of Bucks, Efq.; but having no fur- 
viving iffue, the title of Baron 
Howard of Walden will be extin&; 
but that of Braybrooke was reviv- 
ed,1788, with remainder to Richard 
Aldworth Neville, Efq. of Billing- 
bere, Berks, and his heirs-male. 
His Lordfhip’s-income, including 
his regiment, was about 70001. per 
annum. His landed property de- 
volves to his only furviving fifter, 


Mary, wife of the Reverend Dr, 
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Parker, one of his Majefty’s chap- 
lains in ordinary, and re¢tor of St. 
James, Weftminfter, who has ne 
iffue. 

In an advanced age, the Right 
Honourable Dorothy Countefs- 
dowager of Sandwich, one of the 
four daughters of Charles, firft Lord 
Vifcount Fane, and one of the two 
furviving fifters and coheireffes of 
Charles, the fecond and laft Lord 
Vifcount Fane. In March, 1740, . 
fhe was married to John, late Earl 
of Sandwich, by whom the has left 
the prefent Earl of Sandwich, her 
only furviving iffue. 

At the Warm Springs in Virgi- 
nia, whither he had gone for the | 
recovery of his health, Thomas 
Palmer, Efq; who, among other 
bequefts, has left the reverfion of 
the fum of 1501. fterling to be ap- 
plied by his executors in rewarding 
“the writer or writers of an effay 
or eflays again{ft the prefent crue 
deteftable, and abfurd practice of 
carrying-on war, and to recommend 
the prefervation of harmony among 
all the nations of the earth.” 

In the courfe of his ufual walk 
betwixt his feats of Stevenftone and 
Hud{fcott, in the county of Devon, . 
in a fit of the angina pectoris (a dif- 
order he had long been fubject to) 
aged feventy-two, Denys Rolle, Efq. 
late of Eait-Titherley, in Hamp- 
fhire, father of Lord Rolle, and 
defcended from an ancient and very 
honourable family in that county. 

At his houfe in York-ftreet, 
Dublin, the Earl of Roden. He 
is fucceeded by his eldeft fon, Vif 
count Jocelyn, now Earl of Ro- 
den. 

In his forty-firft year, at his fa-, 
ther’s houfe at Penn, in Bucking- 
hamfhire, the Honourable Peng 

BG Afheton 
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Afheton Curzon, fon of Lord 
C. lieutenant-colonel of the Lei- 
cefterfhire yeomanry-cavalry, , and 
one of the reprefentatives for that 
county, born 1757. 
20th. At Wetzlaer, in his 30th 
_ year, General Hoche, commander 
in chief of the French armies of 
the Sambre and Meufe, and of the 
Rhine and Mofelle. His body 
having been opened, his death was 
found to have been occafioned by 
a fpecies of convulfive afthma, and 
a polypus formed on one of the 
greater arteries, which had caufed 
an inflammation that had reached 
the lungs. 
25th. In his thirty-fifth year, the 
Honourable Robert-George-Wil- 
liam Trefufis, Lord Clinton. He 
is fucceeded in titles and eftates by 
his eldeft fon; has left fix children, 
and his lady pregnant with the 
feventh. His remains were in- 
terred in the family -vault at Tre- 
fufis, in the county of Cornwall. 
In the feventy-fixth year of 
his age, and fortieth of his epifco- 
pach the Right Reverend Charles 
falmefley, Lord Bifhop of Rama, 
vicar: apoftolic of the weftern dif- 
triét, and fenior bifhop and vicar 
apoftolic, doétor of theology in 
Sorbonne, F. R. $. and the laft 
furvivor of the eminent mathe- 
maticians who were confulted for 


calculating the alteration from the ~ 


old to the new ftyle; author of 
feveral literary works, particularly 
an Explanation of the Apocalypfe, 
Ezekiel’s Vifion, &c. By the fire 
at-Bath, fome years fince, at the 
time-of the riots, we believe, the 
other valuable MSS. he had _ been 
‘compiling during a well-fpent life 
of labour and travelling through | 
many countries before his. return 
re ogc were all irretrievably 
Oil. 
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Robert Shafto, Efq. brother to 
the Countefs of Lifburne. ARS 

Ifaac Minors, Efq. furgeon, of 
Chancery-lane, Holborn. 

27th. At his feat at Sevenoaks- 
Vine, in Kent, aged eighty-four, 
John Pratt, Efq. eldeft fon of John 
Pratt, Efq. the eldeft furviving for 
of Lord Chief fuftice Pratt, by his 
firft lady, and! uncle to Earl Cam- 
den, lord-lieutenant of Ireland, on’ 
whom the bulk of his fortune de- 
volves. 

At Exeter, whither he went for 
the recovery of his health, the 
Honourable Thomas Bruce, fon of’ 
William, Earl of Kincardine, and ° 
brother to the late Earl of Elgin 
and Kincardine, a lieutenant-gene- 
ral in the army, colonel of the 
fixteenth regiment of foot, and 
M. P. for Great Bedwin, Wilts. 
His remains were depofited, on the 
‘20th, -in Exeter cathedral, with 
‘military honours. _ 

8th. The Moft- Noble Henry de 
Burgh, Marquis’and Earl of Clan- 
rickard, and‘*Lord Dunkellin, of 
‘the kingdom of Ireland, and a 
Knight of the Order of St. Patrick. 
He was the fenior marquis of that 
kingdom, and born in 1742. Hav- 
ing left-no male-iffue, the marquif-- 
ate becomes extinét, but the earl- 
dom, with his eftates, defcend to 
his brother, General de Burgh. 

At Paris, in confequence ofa - 
difeafeé under which he had long 
aboured, M. Louvet, the ex-de- 
‘puty, author of “* Le Recit de mes 
Perils,” a work which exhibits a 
picture of the reign of terror:in | 
France, and editor of a Paris jour- 
‘nal (“¢ La Sentinelle.”) He was alfo 
the author of “ Ledoifea,” the opéra 
stranflated by Mr. Kemble. Louvet — 
‘was'a man of good talents, mixed “ 
with a great deal of vanity, and a 
great deal of vice. 

27th, 
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87th. Lord Vifcount Montague; 
who, though his connexion with 
the Suffex family does not appear 
.in the peérages, had an undoubted 
right to the title which he affumed. 
i3th. Inhis feventy-fecond year, 
Edward, Earl of Kingfton. He 
was born in 17263 reprefented the 
county of Rofommon in 1749 and 
1761; advanced, by writ of privy- 
feal to the peerage, 1764; and, in 


1766, created Vifcount Kingiton ; 


and, in 1768, Earl of Kingfton. He 


married, in 1752, Jané, daughter. 


of Thomas Caulfield, Efg. of Dona- 
mon, in the county of Rofcommon; 
and by her {who died 1784) had 
three fonsand four daughters. He 
is fucceeded in his title by his eld- 
eft fon, Lord Kingfborough, father 
to the unhappy Mifs King. 


SHERIFFS, appointed by his Majefty 
in Council, for the Year 1797. 


Berks. Bartholomew Tipping, 
of Wooley, Efq. 

Bedfordfhire. John Higgins the 
elder, of Turvey, Efq. 

Bucks. John Sullivan, of Rich- 
ings Park, Efq. 

Cumberland. Hugh Parkin, of 
Skirfgill, Efq. 


Chefhire. JohnLeche, of Stret- 
ton, Efq. 
Cambridge and Huntingdon. 


William Waller, of Chefterton, 
Efq. — 
Devonhhire. 

Mount Boon, Efq. 

Dorfetfhire. William Richards 
the younger, of Smedmore, Efq. 

Derbythire. Charles Hurt, of 
Wirkfworth, Efq. 

Effex. William Manby, of Strat- 
ford, E{q. 


John Seal, of 
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Gloucefterfhire: William Tine 
dall, of North Cerney, Efq. ) 
Hertfordfhire. Sir John Saun- 
ders Sebright, of Beechwood, Ba- 
ronet. : » 
Herefordfhire. John Barneby, 
of Brockhampton, Efq. 
Kent. George Grote, of Bec- 
kenham, Efq. 
Leicefterfhire. Samuel Brace- 
bridve Abney, of Lindley, Eiq. 
Lincolnfhire. John Cracroft, 
of Hackthorne, Efq. 
Monmouthfhire. Thomas Hough- 
ton, of Pontypool, Efq. 
Northumberland. Matthew Bell, 
of Wolfington, Efq. 
Northamptonfhire.. Sir William 
Langham, of Colfbrook, Baronet, 
Norfolk. _ Jofeph Wyndnom, 
of Herfham, Elq. 
Nottinghamfhire. Jobn Galley 
Knight, of Warfop, Els. 
Oxfordthire. James Jones, of 
Atwell, Efq. 
Rutiandfhire. Thomas Hunt, of 
Wing, Efq. . 
Shropfhire. William Tayleur, 
of Bantingfdale, Efq. 
Somerfetfhire. Samuel Day, of 
Chartolhoufe, Efq. s 
Staffordfhire. Sir R. Lawley, of 
Canwell, Baronet. 

Suffolk. . Chaloner Archdeckne, 
of Glemham, Efq. 
Southampton. 
of Minftead, Efq. 

Surrey. Robert Taylor, of Em- 
ber Court, Efq. 

Suffex. Charles Scrafe Dickins, 
of Brighthelmfton, Efq. 

Warwickthire. Robert Knight, 
of Barrells, Efq. 

W orcetterfhire, 
of Aftley, Efq. 

Wilts. Sir John Methuen Poore, 
of Rufhall, Baronet. ° 

E3 Yorkihires 


John Compton, 


Mofes Harper, 
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. Yorkfhire. Sir John Ramfden, 
of Bryam, Baronet. 
SOUTH WALES. 

Caermarthen. David Sanders, 
of Glamerhydw, Efgq. 
_ Pembroke. Abraham Leach, of 
Corfton, Efq. 
. , Cardigan. James Nathaniel Tay- 
lor, of Stradmore, Efq. 

Glamorgan. Robert Nous, of 
Court-yr-Ala, Efq. 

Brecon. John Macnamara, of 
Llangoed Caftle, Efq. 

. Radnor. Percival Lewis, of 
Downton, Efq. 
NORTH WALES. 

Caernarvon. Sir Edward Price 


Lloyd, of Panlyglafs, Baronet. 


rd 


ANNUAL REGISTER, 


1797+ 


Anglefea. Richard Jones, of 


Trofly Marian, Efq. 


Merioneth. Bel! Lloyd, of Cro 
gen, Efq. | 

Montgomery. Robert Knight, 
of Gwernygoe, Efq. 

Denbighfhire. Robert Hefketh, 
of Gwrych, Efq. 

Flint. John Edward Maddocks, 
of Vrno Jw, Efq. 


SHERIFF appointed byhis Royal High- 
ne/s the Prince of Wales, in Council, 
. for the Year 1797. 


County of Cornwall. William 
Slade Gully, of Trevenen, Efq. 
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APPENDIX to the CHRONICLE. 


London Gazette. 
Whitehall, January Vth. 
Pixtra& of a letter from the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland to the Duke of Port- 
land, dated Dublin Cafle, January 10. 
HAVE the fatisfaétion to ac- 
] quaint your Grace, that, fince 
the information tranfinitted to Mr. 
Grenville, that the French had en- 
tirely left Bantry Bay, there has 
been no re-appearance of them 
upon the coafts; fo that I truft, 
from the violence of the termpeft, 
and from their fhips being ill found 
and ill vi¢tualled, their expedition 
is for the prefent fruftrated. Upon 
reviewing what has paffed during 
this expedition of the enemy, I have 
the fatisfaétion to refle&t, that the 
beft fpirit was manifefted by his 
Majefty’s regular and militia forces; 
and I have every reafon to believe, 
that, ifa landing had taken place, 
they would have difplayed the ut- 
_moft fidelity. When the flank 
companies of the Antrim regiment 
were formed, the whole regiment 
turned out, toa man, with expref- 
fions of the greateft eagernefs to 
march; and the Downfhire regi- 
ment, to a man, declared they would 
ftandor fall by their officers. At 
the time the army was ordered to 
march, the weather was extremely 


fevere; I therefore ordered them 
a proportion of {pirits upon their 
route, and direéted an allowance of 
fourpence a day to their wives un- 
til their return. During their 
march, the utmoft attention was 
paid them by the inhabitants of the 
towns and villages through which 
they paffed ; fo that, in many places, 
the meat provided by the Commif- 
fariat was not confumed. The 
roads, which in parts had been ren- 
dered impaflable by the fnow, were 
cleared by the peafantry. The 
poor people often fhared their po- 
tatoes with them, and dreffed their 
meat without demanding payment; 
of which there was a very particu- 
lar inftance in the town of Banag- 
her, where no gentleman or prin- 
cipal farmer refides to fet them the 
example. At Carlow, a confider- 
able fubfcription was made for the 
troops as they paffed: and at Lime- 
rick and Cork, every exertion was 
ufed to facilitate the carriage of 
artillery and baggage by premiums 
to the carmen; and in the town 
of Galway, which for a fhort time 
was left with a very inadequate 
garrifon, the zeal and ardour of the 
inhabitants and yeomanry was pe- 
culiarly manifefted, and in a man- 
ner to give me the utmoft fatisfac- 
tion. In fhort, the general good 
difpofition of the people through 
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the fouth and weft was fo prevalent, 
that, had the enemy landed, their 
hope of affiftance from the inhabit- 
ants would have been totally dif- 
appointed. From the armed yeo- 
manry, government derived the 
moit honourable affiftance. _No- 
blemen and gentlemen of the firft 
property vied in exerting them- 
felves at the head of their corps. 
Much of the exprefs and efcort du- 
ty was performed by them. In 
Cork, Limerick,,and Galway, they 
took the duty. of the garrifon. 
Lord Shannon informs me, that 
men of three and four thoufand 
pounds a year were employed in 
efcorting baggage and carrying ex- 
preffes. Mr. John Latouche,, who 
was a private in his fon’s corps, 
rode twenty-five miles. in one of 
the fevereft nights, with an exprets, 
it being, his turn for,duty. The 
merchants of Dublin, many of them 
of the firft eminence, marched fix- 
teen: Irifa miles with a convoy. of 
arms to the north, whither it was 
conducted by reliefs of yeomanry, 
The appearance in this. metropolis 
has been highly meritorious. The 
corps have been formed of the moft 
re{pectable - barrifters, attorneys, 
merchants, gentlemen, and citi- 
zens; and their number is fo con- 
fiderable, and their, zeal in mount- 
ing guard fo ufeful, that I was ena- 
bled greatly to reduce the garrifon 
with perfect fafety tothe town. 
The numbers of yeomanry,. fully. 
appointed and difciplined, in Dub-, 
lin, exceed 2000, aboye 400. of 
whom are horfe... The whole num- 
ber of corps. approved. by, govern- 
ment amount to 440, exclufive of 
the Dublin corps. The grofs num- 
ber is. nearly 25,000... There are 
alfo_ninety-one. offers. of  fervice 
under confideration, and 123 pro-, 
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pofals have been declined; and, in 
reply to a circular letter written to 
the commandants of the refpedtive 
corps, their anfwers almoft univer- 
fally contained a general offer of 
fervice in any part of the kingdom, 
Many prominent examples ef indi- 
vidual loyalty and fpirit have ap- 
peared. An ufeful impreffion was 
made upon the minds of the lower 
catholics by a judicious addrefs 
from Dr. Moylan, the titular Bithop 
of Cork. I cannot but notice the 
exertions of Lord Kenmare, who 
{pared no expence in giving aflift- 
ance to the commanding officer in 
his neighbourhood, and who took 
to.his own demefne a great’ quanti- 
ty of cattle which had been driven 
from the coaft: \ Nor could any 
thing exceed the ardour of .the 
Earl of Ormonde, who, when his 
regiment of militia were returned 
as, part of the garrifon of Dublin, 
folicited with fo. much zeal a com- 
mand in the flank companies, that 
I thought it a meafure due :to his 
Majefty’s fervice, to encourage his 
Lordfhip’s requeft. 


Edie Gazette Extraordinary. 
Monday, Feb. 27. 


Whitehall, Feb. 27. 

A letter, of which the following 
is a copy, has been this day receiv- 
ed from the Right Honourable 
Lord Cawdor by his Grace the 
Duke of Portland, his Majefty’s. 
principal Secretary of State for the , 
heme department, _ : 

Ivhguard, Friday, Feb. 244 

My Lord, In confequence of hay- 
ing received information, on Wed- 
nefday night at eleven o’clock, that: 
three large. fhips of war and a lug- 
ger had anchored.in a {mall roadited 

upon 


THE CHRONICLE. 


upon the coaft, in the neighbour- 
hood of this town, I proceeded im- 
mediately, with a detachment of 
the Cardigan militia and all the pro- 
vincial force I could collect, to the 
place. I foon gained pofitive intel- 
ligence they had difembarked about 
1200 men, but no cannon. Upon 
the night’s fetting in, a French of- 
ficer, whom } found the fecond in 
command, came in with a letter, a 
copy of which I have the honour 
to inclofe to your Grace, together 
with my an{wer: in confequence 
of which they determined to fur- 
render themfelves prifoners of war, 
and accordingly laid down their 
arms this day at two o’clock. I can- 
not at this moment inform your 
Grace of the exaét number of pri- 
foners, but I believe it to be their 
whole force. It is my intention to 
march them this night to Haver- 
fordweft, where I fhall make the 
beft diftribution in my power. The 
frigates, corvette, and lugger got 
under weigh yefterday evening, 
and were this morning entirely out 
of fight. The fatigue we have ex- 
perienced will, I imatt, excufe me 
to your Grace for not giving a 
more particular detail: but my 
anxiety to do juftice to the officers 
and men J had the honour to com- 
mand, will induce me to attend 
your Grace, with as little delay as 
poffible, to ftate their merits, and 
at the fame time to give you every 
information in my power upor this 
fubje&. The fpirit of loyalty 
which has pervaded all ranks 
throughout this country, is infi- 

nitely beyond what I can exprefs, 

Iam, &c. Cawpor, 
Cardigan-Bay, 5th of V entofe, 
; 5th year of the Republic. 

Sir, The circumftances under which 
the body of the French troops un- 
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der my command were landed at 
this place, renders it unneceflary to 
attempt any military operations, as 
they would tend only to bloodfhed 
and pillage. The officers of the 
whole corps have therefore inti~ 
matéd their defire of entering into 
a negotiation, upon principles of 
humanity, for a furrender. If you 
are influenced by fimilar confidera- 
tions, you may fignify the fame by 
the bearer, and in the mean time 
hoftilities fhall ceafe. Health and 
refpect. 
Tare, Chef de Brigade. 

To the Officer commanding his 

Britannic Majefty’s troojs. 


Fifhguard, Feb. 23. 

Sir, The fuperiority of the force 
under my command, which is 
hourly increafing, muft prevent my 
treating upon any terms fhort of 
your furrendering your whole force 
prifoners of war. I enter fully in- 
to your wifh of preventing an unne- 
ceflary effufion of blood, which 
your fpeedy furrender can alone 
prevent, and which will entitle you 
to that confideration it is ever the. 
with of Britifh troops to fhew an 
enemy whofe numbers are inferior. 
My major will deliver you this let- 
ter, and I fhall expeét your deter» 
mination by ten o’clock, by your 


. officer, whom I have furnifhed with 


an efcort that will conduét him to 
me without moleftation. 


Lam, &c. Cawnpor. 
To the Officer commanding 
the French troops. 


London Gazette Extraordinary. 
Admiralty-Office, March 3, 
Robert Calder, Efq. firft captain 
to Admiral Sir John Jervis, K. B. 
arrived this morning with difpatches 
from 
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from him to Mr. Nepean, of which 
the following are copies: 


Sir,  Vidiory, in Lagos Bap, Feb.16. 
The hopes of falling in with the 
Spanifh fleet, exprefled in my @tter 
to you of the 13th inflant, were 
confirmed that night, by our dif- 
tinétly hearing the report of their 
fignal guns, and by intelligence re- 
ceived from Captain Foote, of his 
Majefty’s fhip Niger, who had, with 
equal judgment and perfeverance, 
kept company with them for feveral 
days, on.my prefcribed rendezvous 
(which, from the ftrong fouth-caft 
winds, I had never been able to 
reach), and that they were not 
more than three or four leagues 
from us. I anxioufly awaited the 
dawn of day, when, being on the 
fiarboard tack, Cape St. Vincent 
bearing eaft by north eight leagues, 
I had the fatisfaction of feeing a 
number of fhips extending from 
fouth-weft to fouth, the wind then 
at weft by fouth. At forty minutes 
‘paft ten, the weather being ex- 
tremely hazy, La Bonne Citoyenne 
made the fignal that the fhips were 
of the line, twenty-five in number. 
His Majefty’s fquadron under my 
command, confifting of the fifteen 
fips of the line named in the mar- 
gin*, happily formed in the moft 
compact order of failing, in two 
lines. By carrying a prefs of fail, 
I was fortunate in getting in with 
the enemy’s ficet at half paft eleven 
o’clock, before it had time to con- 
neé& and form a regular order of 
battle. Such a moment was not to 
be loft; and, confident in the fkill, 
valour, and dif{cipiine of the officers 
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end men | had the happinefs to 
comunand, and judging that the ho- 
nour of his Majefty’s arms, and the 
circumftances of the war in thefe 
feas, required a confiderable degree 
of enterprize, I felt myfelf juftified 
in departing from the regular fyf- 
tem, and pafiing through their fleet, 
in a line formed with the utmoft 
celerity; tacked, and thereby fepa- 
rated one third from the main body, 
after a partial cannonade, which 
prevented their rejunétion in the 
evening; and, by the very great 
exertions of the fhips which had 
the good fortune to arrive up with 
the enemy on the larboard tack, the 
fhips named in the margin} were 
captured, and the action ceafed a- 
bout five o’clock in the evening. I 
inclofe the moft correét lift I have 
been able to obtain of the Spanifh 
fleet oppofed to me, amounting to 
twenty-feven fail of the line, and 
an account of the killed and wound- 
ed in his Majefty’s fhips, as well as 
in thofe taken from the enemy. 
The moment the latter (almoft to- 
tally difmatted), and his Majefty’s 
fhips the Captain and Culloden, are 
in a {tate to put to fea, I fhall avail 
myfelf of the firft favourable winds 
to proceed off Cape St. Vincent, in 
my way to Lifbon. Captain Cal- 
der, whofe able affiftance has great- 
ly contributed to the public fer- 
vice during my command, is the 
bearer of this, and will more parti- 
cularly defcribe to the Lords Con! 
miffioners of the Admiralty the 
movements of the fquadron on the 
14th, and the prefent ftate of it. 
Iam, &c. 
J. Jervis. 


pie Viétory, Britannia, Barfleur, Prince George, Blenheim, Namur, Captain, Gos 
liah, Excellent, Orion, Coloffus, Egmont, Culloden, Irrefiftible, Diadem. 


+ Salvador del Mundo 112 guns, San Jofef 112, San Nicolas 80 [84], San Ifi- 


dro 74 guns. 


Lik 


THE CHRONICLE, 


Lif of the Spanifh fleet opifofed to the Bri- 
tifh, the 14th of February, V797. 
Santifima Trinidada, 130 guns; 

Mexicana, 112; Principe d’Aftu- 

rias, 112; Concepcion, ‘12; Conde 

de Regla, 112; Salvador del Mundo, 

(taken) 112; San Jofef, (taken) 

112; San Nicholas, (taken) 84; 

Oriente, 74; Gloriofo, 74; At- 

lante, 74; Conqueftador, 74; So- 

berano, 74; Firme, 74; Pelayo, 

74; San Genaro, 74; San Idelphon- 

fo, 74; San Juan Nepomuceno, 74; 

San Francifco de Paula, 74; San 

Ifidro, (taken) 74; San Antonio, 

74; San Pablo, 74; San Firmjo, 74; 

Neptuna, 74; Bahama, 74; Name 

unknown, 74; Name unknown, 

74. [Then follows a return of 

the killed and wounded in the fqua- 

dron under the command of Sir 

John Jervis, in the action with the 

“Spanith fleet, on Feb. 14, 1797-— 

Total killed 73, wounded 227.— 

Total 300.} 


London Gazette Extraordmary. 
Monday, Oétober 16. 


Admiralty-Office, O. 16. 


Captain Fairfax, of the Venera- 
ble, arrived early this morning 
with difpatches from Adam Dun- 
can, Efq. Admiral of the Blue, 
Commander in Chief of his Ma- 
jefty’s thips, &c. employed in the 
North Sea, to Evan Nepean, Efq. 
Secretary of the Admiralty, of 
which the following are copies : 


Fenerable, at fea, 13th O8. 1797, 
off the coaft of Holland. 

Sir, Be pleafed to acquaint the 
Lords Commiffioners of the Admi- 
ralty, that, judging it of confe- 
quence their Lordfhips fhould have 
as early information as poffible of 
the defeat of the Dutch fleet under 
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the command of Admiral de Win- 
ter, 1 difpatched the Rofe cutter 
at thrce P. M. on the 12th (11th) 
inftant, with a fhort letter to you 
immediately after the action was 
ended. I have now farther to ac- 
quaint you, for their Lordfhips in- 
formation, that in the night of the 
10th inftant, after 1 had fent away 
my letter to you, of that date, I 
placed my {quadron in fuch a fitua- 
tion as to prevent the enemy from 
returning to the Texel without my 
falling in with them. At nine 
o’clock in the morning of the 11th, 
I got fight of Captain Trollope’s 
{quadron, with fignals flying for an 
enemy to leeward; I immediately 
bore up, and made the fignal for a 
general chace, and foon got fight of 
them, forming ima line on the lar- 
board tack-to receive us, the wind 
at north-weft. As we approached 
near, I made the fignal for the {qua- 
dron to fhorten fail, in order fo 
conneét them; foon after I faw the 
land between Camperdown and 
Egmont, about nine miles to lee- 
ward of the enemy, and finding 
there was no time to be loft in 
making the attack, I made the fig- 
nal to bear up, break the enemy’s 
linc, and engage them to leeward, 
each fhip her opponent, by which 
I got between them and the land, 
whither they were faft approaching. 
My fignals were obeyed with great 
promptitude, and Vice- Admiral 
Onflow, in the Monarch, bore 
down on the enemy’s rear in the 
moft gallant manner, his divifion 
following his example ; and the ac- 
tion commenced about forty mi- 
nutes paft twelve o’clock. The 
Venerable foon got through the 
enemy’s line, and I began a clofe 
action, with my divifion on their 
van, which lafted near two hours 

and 
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anda half, when I obferved all the 
amafts of the Dutch Admiral’s thip 
to go by the board. She was, how- 
ever, defended for fome time ina 
moft gallant manner; but being 
overpreffed by numbers, her co- 
lours were ftruck, and Admiral de 
‘Winter was foon brought on board 
the Venerable. On looking around 
mie, I obferved the fhip bearing the 
‘Vice-Admiral’s flag was alfo dif- 
mafted, and had furrendered to 
Vice-Admiral Onflow; and that 
many others had likewife ftruck. 
Finding we were in nine fathoms 
water, and not farther than five 
miles from the land, my attention 
was fo much taken up in getting 
the heads of the difabled fhips off 
fhore, that I was not able to diftin- 
guifh the number of fhips captured ; 
and the wind having been conftant- 
ly on the land fince, we have un- 
avoidably been much difperfed, fo 
that I have not been able to gain an 
exact account of them, but we have 
taken poffeflion of eight or nine: 
more of them had ftruck, but tak- 
ing advantage of the night, and be- 
ing fo near their own coaft, they 
fucceeded in getting off; and fome 
of them were feen going into the 
Texel the next morning. It is 
with the greateft pleafure and fatif- 
faction 1 make known to their 
Lordfhips the very gallant behavi- 
our of Vice-Admiral Onflow, the 
eaptains, officers, feamen, and ma- 
rines of the {fquadron, who all ap- 
eared actuated by the truly Britifh 
pirit, at leaft thofe that I had an 
opportunity of feeing. One of the 
enemy’s fhips caught fire in the ac- 
tion, and drove yery near the Ve- 
nerablé; but I have the pleafure to 
fay, it was extinguifhed, and fhe is 
one of the fhips in our pofleffion. 
The {guadron has fuffered much in 


their mafts, yards, and rigging, and 
many of them have loft a number 


_of men; however, in no proportion 


to that of theenemy. The carnage 


on board the two fhips that bore 


the Admirals flags has been beyond 
all defcription; they have had no 
lefs than two hundred and _ fifty 
men killed and wounded on_ board 
of each fhip.. And here I have to 
lament the death of Captain Bur- 
gefs, of his Majefty’s fhip Ardent, 
who brought that fhip into aétion 
in the moft gallant and mafterly 
manner, but was unfortunately 
killed foon after.. However, the 
fhip continued the aétion clofe, un- 
til quite difabled. The public have 
loft a good and gallant officer in 
Captain Burgefs; and I, with o- 
thers, a fincere friend. Captain 
Trollope’s exertions and active good 
condyét in keeping fight of the e+ 
nemy’s fleet until I came up, have 
been truly meritorious, and, I truft, 
will meet a juft reward. I fend 
this by Captain Fairfax, by whofe 
able advice I profited much during 
the action, and who will give their 
Lordfhips any further particulars 
they may wiih to know. As moft 
of the ihips of the fquadron are 
much difabled, and feveral of the 
prizes difmafted, I fhall make the 
beft of my way ‘with them to the 
Nore. Iherewith tranfmit you a 
lift of killed and wounded on board 
fuch of the fquadron as I have been 
able to collect, a lift of the enemy’s 
fleet oppofed to my fquadron, and 
my line of battle on the day of ac- 
tion. Tam, Sir, 
your moft obedient 
humble Servant, 
ApaM DuNCAN. 
[Then follows a litt of killed and 
wounded on board the fhips of Ads 
miral Duncan’s fquadron.] 
Lift 
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Lift and difpofition of the Dutch fleet en 
‘the 11th of October, 1797. 
ag Van. 

_ Vice-Admiral Reyntjes, 
, Commander. 

Cerberus, Captain Jacobfon, 68 
- guns, 450 men. 

Delet, Captain Verdoorn, 56 guns, 
-375 men.—Taken. 

Jupiter, Vice-Admiral Reyntjes and 
-Rear-Admiral Meufes, 74 guns, 
_550 men.— Taken. 

Alkmaar, Captain Kraft, 56 guns, 

350 men.—Taken. 

Haerlem, ,Captain Wiggarts, 68 

guns, 450 men.—Taken: 


Munnikendam, Captain Lancafter, 


44 guns, 2/0 men.—-Taken. 
Heldin, Captain Dumifhilde L’Eef- 
trille, 32 guns, 230 men. 
Daphne brig, Lieutenant Frede- 
ricks, 18 guns, 98 men. 


CENTER. 
_ Admiral de Winter, 
Commander in Chief. 
Waffenaer, Captain Holland, 64 
_guns, 450 men.—Taken. 
Batavier, Captain Souters, 56 guns, 
* 350 men. 
Vryheid, (the Liberty) Admiral de 
“Winter and Van Rofiem, 74 
ns, 250 men.—Taken. 
States General, Rear-Adiiral Sto- 
ry, 7# guns, 550 men. 
Leyden, Captain Mufquetier, 68 
guns, 450 men. 
Mars, Captain Kolff, 44 guns, 400 
en. > 
Waakfaamheid, Captain Lieutenant 
Nicrop, 24 guns, 150 men. 
Minerva, Captain Eilbracht, 24 
_ guns, 150 men. 
Galatea brig, Lieutenant Rivery, 
18 guns, 98 men. 


b 


Atalanta brig, Lieutenant Plets, 18° 


guns, 98 men. 
Reaneiwen , 
Rear-Admiral Bloys, Commander. 
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Admiral Devries, Captain Zegers, 
68 guns, 450 men.—Taken. 


_ Hercules, Captain, Van Ryfoort, 64 


guns, 450 men.—Taken. 
Brutus, Rear-Admiral Bloys, 74 
guns, 550 men. 
Befchermer, Captain Hinxt, 56 
guns, 350 men. } 
Gelykleid, (the Equality) Captain 
Ruyfen, 68 guns, 450 men.—Ta- 
‘Kens ‘ 
Ambufcade,, Captain Lieutenant 
Huys,32 guns,270 men.—Taken. 
Ajax.brig, Lieutenant Arkenbout, , 
18 guns, 98 men. ; 
Haasjé, (Avifo)’ Lieutenant Har-. 
‘tenfeld, 6 guns, $1 men.‘ 
_ Apam Duncay. 


Diffrofition of the Britifh quadron in the 
order of battle, Vth of Odober, 1797. 
Lea rBoarp, orLerr Divisions. 


~ Richard Onflow, Efg. Vice-Admi- 


ral of the Red, Commander. 

1. Ruffel, Henry Trollope Captain, 

" 74 guns, 590 men. 

. Director, William Bligh, Cap- 

tain, 64 guns, 491 men, 

3. Montague, John Knight Cap- 

_ tain, 74 guns, 590 men. 

4. Veteran, George. Gregory Cap- 

tain, 64 guns, 401 men. 

5. Monarch, Vice-Admiral Onflow, 
Edward O’Bryen Captain, 74 
guns, 590 men. 

6. Powerful, William O’Bryen Dru- 
ry Captain, 74 guns, 590 men: 
7. Monmouth, James Waiker Cap- 

tain, 64 guns, 400 men. 

8; Agincourt, John Williamfon 
Captain, 64 guns, 400 men, 

REPEATERS. 

Beaulieu frigate.—Cutters: Rofe, 
King George, Active, Dili- 
gent.—Speculator lugger. 

STARBOARD, OR WEATHER Dt- 

VISION. 
Adam Duncan, Efq. Admiral of the 
Blue, Commander in Chief, &c. 
9, Triumph, 


se) 
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9. Triumph, William Henry Ef- 
fington Captain, 74 guns, 640 
men. 

10. Venerable, Admiral Duncan, 
William George Fairfax Cap- 
tain, 744guns, 503 men. 

11. Ardent, Richard R. Burgefs 
Captain, 64 guns, 491 men. 

12. Bedford, Six Thomas Byard 

‘Captain, 74 guns, 590 men. 

13. Lancafter, John Wells Captain, 
64 guns, 491 men. 

14, Belliqueux, John Inglis Cap- 
tain, 64 guns, 491 men. 

15. Adamant, William Hotham 
Captain, 50 guns, men. 

16. Ifis, William Mitchell Captain, 
50 guns, 543 men, 

REPEATERS. 

Circe frigate,—Martin floop. 
Avam Duncan, 
Fenerable, off Orfordnefi, OF.15,V797. 
‘Sir, In addition to my letter of 
the 13th inftant, containing the 
particulars of the aétion of the 11th, 
and which I have not been able to 
fend away until this day, I have to 
acquaint you, for the information 
of the Lords Commiffioners of the 

Admiralty, that, from the wind 

continuing to blow on the Dutch 


coaft, the fhips have had great dif- . 


ficulty in keeping off the fhore, and 
that we have unavoidably been fe- 
parated. On Friday lait the wind 
blew ftrong from the weft-fouth- 
weft to weft-north-weft, and con- 
tinued fo to do untilSaturday morn- 
ing; it then fhifted to the north, 
when I made the fignal to wear, 
ftood to the weftward, and fortu- 
nately anchored here laft evening; 
the Venerable being fo leaky, that, 
with all her pumps going, we could 
but juft keep her free. This morn- 


* Monarch, Powerful, 


ing I obferved the fhips named in 
the margin* at anchor near us, 
three near the Kentifh Knock, and 
three in Hofley Bay. The wind is 
at north-weft, and much againft the ~ 
difabled fhips: I have therefore 
fent the Lancafter and Beaulieu out 
to render them affiftance. Sir 
Thomas Williams, inthe Endymion, 
who joined me the day after the 


action, I alfo fent in fhore, to keep . 


by and affift the difabled fhips; 
and I am informed that, in the 


courfe of the night, he fell in with - 


a Dutch fhip of the line off the 
Texel, and had engaged her; butI 
have not heard the particulars. 
Tam, Sir, 
your moft obedient 
humble Servant, 
: Apam Duncan. 
Evan Neneen, E/q. 


Articles of Capitulation for the furren- 
der of the ifland of Trinidad, between 
his Excellency Sir Ralph Abercromby, 
Knight of the Bath, Commander in 
Chief of his Britannic Mayefty’s land- 
forces ; his Excellency Henry Harvey, 

Efq. Rear-Admiral of the Red, and . 

Commander in Chief of his Britannic 

Mayjefty’s Ships and veffels of war; 

and his Excellency Don Jofef Maria , 

Chacon, Knight of the Order of Cala- 

trava, Brigadier of the Royal Navy, 

Governor and Commander in Chief of 

the ifland of Trinidad and its depend- 


encies, Infpetior - general of the trons 


of its garrifon, Se. 


Article I. The officers and troops 
of his Catholic Majefty and his al- © 
lies in the ifland of Trinidad, are to 
furrender themfelves prifoners of 
war, and are to delivér up the ter- 
ritory, forts, buildings, arms, am-' 


Lancafter, Beaulieu. d 
munition, - 
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munition, money, effects, plans, 
and ftores, with exact inventories 
thereof, belonging io his Catholic 
Majefty; and they are hereby 
transferred to his Britannic Majef- 
ty, in the, fame manner and poffet- 
fion as has been held heretofore by 
his faid Catholic Majefty. 

{l. The troops of his Catholic 
Majefty are to march out with the 
honours of war, and to lay down 
their arms, at the diftance of three 
hundred paces from.the forts they 
occupy, at five o’clock this even- 
ing. the 18th of February. 

if, All the officers and troops 
aforefaid of his. Catholic Majefty, 
are allowed to keep their private 
effects, and the officers are allowed 
to wear their fwords. 

TV, Admiral Don Sebaftian Ruiz 
de Apodaca, being on fhore in the 
‘flan after having burnt and aban- 
doned his fhips, he, with the officers 
and men belonging to the fquadron 
under his command, are included 
in this capitulation, under the fame 
terms as are granted to his Catholic 
Majefty’s troops. 

V. As foon as fhips can be con- 
veniently provided for the pur- 
pofe, the prifoners are to be con- 
veyed to Old Spain; they remain- 
ing prifoners of war until exchang- 
ed by acartel between the two na- 
tions, or until the peace; it bein 
clearly underftood that they thall 
not ferve againft Great Britain or 
her allies until exchanged. 

VI. There being fome officers a- 
mong his Catholic Majefty’s troops 
whofe private affairs require their 
prefence at different places on the 
continent of America, fuch officers 
are permitted to go upon their pa- 
role to the faid places for fix months, 
more or lefs; after which period 
they are to return to Europe; but 

an 
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79 
as the number receiving this indul- 
gence muft be limited, his Eycel- 
lency Don Chacon will previoufly 
deliver to the Britifh commanders a 
lift of their names, rank, and places 
which they are going to. 

VII. The othcers of the royal! 
adminiftration, upon the delivery 
of the ftores with which they are 
charged, to fuch officers as may be 
appointed by the Britifh command-.- 
ers, will receive receipts, accord- 
ing fo the cuftom in like cafes, 
from the officers fo appointed to 
receive the ftores. 

VIII. All the private property 
of the inhabitants, as well Spaniards 
as fuch as may have been naturaliz- 
ed, is preferved to them. 

IX. All public records are to be 
preferved in fuch courts or offices 
as they are now in; and all cons 
tra&ts or purchafes between indivi- 
duals, which have been done ac- 
cording to the laws of Spain, are 
to be held binding and valid by the 
Britifh government. 

X. The Spanith officers of ad- 
miniftration, who are poffefled of 
landed property in Trinidad, are 
allowed to remain in the ifland, 
they taking the oaths of allegiance 
to his Britannic Majefty ; and they 
are farther allowed, fhould they 
pleafe, to fell or difpofe of their 
property, and to retire elfewhere. 

Xl. The free exercife of their 
religion is allowed to the inhabit-_ 
ants. 

XII. The free coloured people, | 
who have been acknowledged as 
fuch by the laws of Spain, fhali be 
protected in their liberty, perfons, 
and property, like other inhabit- - 
ants; they taking the oath of al- 
legiance, and demeaning themfelves 
as becomes good and peaceable fub- 
jects of his Britannic Majefty. 
XIII. The 


80 


XIII. The failors and foldiers of 
his Catholic Majefty are, from the 
time of their laying down their 
arms, to be fed by the Britifh go- 
vernment, leaving the expence to 
be regulated by the cartel between 
the two nations. 

XIV. The fick of the Spanifh 
- troops will be taken care of, but to 
be attended, and to be under the 
infpection of their own furgeons, 

XV. All the inhabitants of Tri- 
nidad fhall, within thirty days from 
the date hereof, take the oath of 
allegiance to his Britannic Majefty, 
to demean themfelves quietly and 
faithfully to his government, upon 

ain, in cafe of non-compliance, of 
Deine fent away from the ifland. 


Done at Port d’E/iagne, in the 
_ iland of Trinidad, the 18th 
day of February, 1797. 


RatpH ABERCROMBY, 
Henry Harvey, 
Joseru Maria CHacon. 


Royal Procefion to St. Paul’s 


The 19th of December being 
the day appointed for a General 
Thank{fgiving, for the three great 
naval victories obtained by his 
Majefty’s fleets, under the command 
of Lords Howe, St. Vincent, and 
Duncan, a grand proceffion to St. 
Paul's, by the Royal Family and 
the two houfes of parliamenit, took 
place, The Foot Guards were all 
on duty in the Strand foon after fix, 
the Horfe-Guards lining the Park, 
Pall-mall, and Charing-crofs, affift- 
ed by a detachment of the Queen’s 
regiment of light horfe, and the 
fixth regiment of Dragoon-Guards. 
At feven, the feamen and marines, 
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with their officers, affembled in. 
Palace-yard, and at eight the caval- 
cade commenced in the following 
order :—= 


A divifion of marines from Chat- 
ham barracks, with a band of 
mufic. 

Seamen, fix in front, with their 
lieutenants and petty officers, 
with drawn fwords. 


An Artillery Waggon, with 
the French Flags. 


their 


inés 


12 Seamen 
uswleas ZI 
SOUTALAL Zi 


12 Mar 


The following officers in 
carriages :— 
Vice- Admiral Caldwell, ft of June, 
1794.*—Vice-Admiral Goodall, 
14th of March, 1795—Rear-Ad-" 
miral Hamilton, 23d‘ of June, 
1795 —Reprefentatives of Ad- 
miral Earl Howe, Admiral Lord ‘- 
Bridport, and Admiral Lord ’ 
Hotham. k 


A divifion of feamen, with their 


lieutenants, &c. 


Artillery Waggon, with 
the spanith Flags, 


12 Marines 

12 Seamen 

uswmiras 71 
soulieyAy 71 


In carriages :— 
Vice-Admiral Sir C. Thompfon, 
14th of February, 1797—Captain | 
J. Harvey, Trinidad, 17th of 
February, 1797 — Reprefenta- 
tives of Admiral Earl St..Vin-— 
cent, and Rear-Admiral Har-— 
vey. S 
A divifion of feamen, with their 
lieutenants, &c. 


. . LP 
& ¢ [ Artillery Waggon, with the } © © 
‘EE Dutch Flags, taken from eS 
iS ! ; BB 
sy Admirals De Winter, 3 fee 
ak Reintjes, and Lucas. 3 3 
_ 


* The dates fignify the days on which the feveral memorable actions were mare , 
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In carriazes :— 


Admiral Lord Duncan, 11th of Oc- 

tober, 1797 — Rear - Admiral 
_ Douglas, 17th of Auguft, 1797 
—The laft officer being the re- 
prefentative of Vice - Admiral 
Lord Keith, to whom Admiral 
Lucas, with his fquadron, capi- 
tulated in Saldanha Bay. 

A detachment of Marines from 

Chatham. 
The foreign minifters in their 
carriages. 

The Ear! of Aylesford, with Fran- 

cis Barker, Efq. 

The Members of the Houfe of 
Commons; in the rear of whom 
eame the Speaker, in his ftate- 
carriage. 

Three Knights Marfhalmen, 
Clerk of the Crown, 
Mafters in Chancery, and 
The Twelve Judges. 


The Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral, in their robes, but not rang- 
_ ed (from accident perhaps) in 
_ the order of their rank or fenio- 
rity. 
Lord High Chancellor in his robes 
of ftate. 


THE ROYAL CAVALCADE. 


1ft coach, Houfehold Officers of the 
Duke of Gloucefter. 

2.. His Royal Highnefs the Duke 
of Gloucefter, and Princefs 
Sophia of Gloucefter. 

§. Houfehold Officers of the Duke 
of Clarence. 
4. His Royal Highnefs the Duke 
of Clarence. 
A Party of the Life-Guards. 
5. Houfchold Officers of the Duke 
of York. ° 
6. His Royal Highnefs the Duke 
: of York, 
Vou. XXXIX. 


Sr 


7. Ladies of the Bedchamber to 
the Queén. 

8. Maids of Honour to the Queen! 
9. Equerries to her Majetty. 
10. Ladies of the Bedchamber to 
the Queen. 

11. Mafter of the Horfe to the 
Queen. 

12. Gentlemen Ushers of the Privy 
Chamber. 

13. Deputy Lord Steward. 

14. Lords of the Bedchamber. 

.15. Attendants. 
16. Mafter of the Herfe to the 
King. 

17. THEIR MAJESTIES. 
Marfhalmen, State Trumpeters, and 
a numerous body of Life-Guards. 
18. Miftrefs of the Robes to thé 
Queen, and the Lady in Waiting. 
19. The Princeffes Auguita and 


Elizabeth. 
20. The Princeffes Sophia and 
Mary. 
A ftrong Detachment of Life- 
Guards. 


In this manner the proceffion 
paraded to Temple-Bar, where 
their Majefties were received by 

The Lord Mayor, 

dreffed in a crimfon velvet gown, 
mounted on a fine grey horfe, ele- 
gantly caparifoned, and bearing the 
word of the city, which he deli- 
vered to the King, with his head 
uncovered. His Majefty accepted 
the civic compliment with the ut- 
moft politenefs, and immediately 
returned the fword to his Lord- 
flip. 

The two Sheriffs, and four of 
the Common Council, attended to 
the Cathedral, where the corpora- 
tion received the King. — The 
fheriffs in their gowns of office, and 
the fword carried by the Lord 
Mayor immediately before his Ma- 

F jefty’s 
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jefty’s coach.—The four Common 
Council, in their gowns, before 
the Aldermen. — At the weft door, 
the Peers in their robes, attended 
by the King at Arms, and other 
officersy met their Majefties, the 
gentlemen penfioners being all in 
waiting. 

_ Exactly at a quarter paft eleven, 
the great weft doors of St. Paul’s 
were thrown open, and the Royal 
Procefhon, being met by the Bifhop 
of London and the Dean and Chap- 
ter, in their robes, entered the ca- 
thedral, and detachments from the 
ift and Coldftream regiment of 
guards formed a double line from 
the weft door to the dome ground- 
floor, which was flanked by two di- 
vifions of marines in the rear; and 
circularly within, eight command- 
érs flags, taken from our three 
haval enemies, the French,. the 
Spaniards, and the Dutch, by Ad- 
mirals Earl Howe, Earl St. Vincent, 
and Vifcount Duncan, were dif- 
played on the right and left; the 
{taffs borne by the flag-officers of 
Great Britain. Their Majefties 
were preceded by the Dukes of 
York, Clarence, and Gloucefter, 
and Prince Erneft, and followed by 
the five Princeffes, and faluted by 
the troops with refted arms, the 
drums, cymbals, and other inftru- 
ments, playing the Grenadier’s 
march. As foonas the King arriv- 
ed at the naval circle, he ftopped, 
and {poke for fome time to Lord 
Duncan, who fupported the captive 
_ colours of the Dutch Admiral De 
Winter. He alfo paufed a moment 
to fpeak to Sir Alan Gardener, 
who bore the principal French 
ftandard, taken from that enemy 
on the Ift of June. At the en- 
trance of the choir the Court of 
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Aldermen were drawn up on the 
right to receive them, to whom the 
Royal Vifitants paid a marked re-- 
{peét.—On énfering the choir, their 
Majefties were feated under a crim- 
fon canopy of ftate: the King took 
his feat on the right, and her Ma- 
jefty on the left: the Princeffes 
were in acompartment on the left. 
The Lord Chancellor was in a dif- 
tinguifhed feat alfo on the left, as. 
was the Lord Mayor near the pulpit; 
the Bifhop of London and Speaker 
of the Houfe of Commons had ho- 
norary {tations on the right.—The 
fervice commenced about twelve. 
The vocal choir, on this occafion, 
was removed into the organ loft. 
—At the clofe of the -firft leffon, 
a naval proceffion commenced to 
choral mufic, from the body of the 
church to the choir, when the Bri- 
tifh Admirals advanced with the 
colours abovementioned, which 
were fupported by junior’ Flag-. 
Officers, and the Captains of thofe 
fhips to which they were ftruck. 
They paffed through the choir, 
where they were received by the 
hands of the Dean and Chapter, 
and by them borne and ranged on 
both fides the altar in confecrated 
order. — The remainder of the fer- 
vice being gone through, Dr. Pret- 
tyman, Bifhop of Lincoln, as Dean 
of St. Paul’s, preached a fermon, 
appropriate to the occafion, from 
the fecond book of Samuel, chap- 
ter 22d, verfes 1ft, 2d, and 3d.— 
The fervice of the day being con- 
cluded, the proceffion returned 
through the choir in fuller ftate 
than they had entered, being join- 
ed by all the Peers, Commons, &c. 
who were prefent in the choir. 
Their Majefties were preceded by 
the male branch of the family, in 
their 
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their order and collars of ftate, viz. 
the Dukes of York, Clarence, and 
Gloucefter, and Prince Erneft, the 
Foreign Ambafladors, &c. The 
Bifhop of London was on his Ma- 
jefty’s right hand, and the Bithop 
of Lincoln on his left. The fword 
of ftate was borne by Earl Spen- 
cer, in his robes, on the right, and 
that of the city by the Lord Mayor, 
on the left of the King. — The 
King appeared in blue and gold; 
the Queen in mazarine blue, with 
a diamond head-drefs; the Prin- 
ceffes in the fame coloured vefts, 
with chained head-drefles of gold 
and white feathers. —Their Majef- 
ties were received with applaufe as 
they paffed the body of the church 
toandfro. The gallant Lord Dun- 
can was greeted with rapturous and 
repeated plaudits. — Mr. Pitt and 
Mr. Dundas attended the Royal 
Proceffion in the Windfor drefs 
uniform, and were received much 
more favourably within the church 
than they had been in their paflage 
to it! The ceremony continued 
till half-paft one, when their Ma- 
jefties returned to their coach of 
ftate, and returned to Bucking- 
ham-houfe, under a fimilar efcort. 
No material ‘accident occurred to 
mar the fplendor of the day, 
which clofed with great credit: to 
all who had the condué of its ca- 
nonical, civil, and military arrange- 
ments. 

The fervice was concluded about 
half-paft two, when the proceffion 
returned in the reverfe order to 
that in which it went; and the 
Royal Cavalcade arrived at St. 
James’s a few minutes after four 
o’clock. 

The failors and marines were 
univerfally cheered by the popu- 
Jace. The former were headed by 
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a number of lieutenants and mid- 
fhipmen. 

The ftreets, from the Palace to 
Temple-Bar, were clofely lined on 
each fide by the Horfe Guards and 
the fixth regiment of dragoons, and 
from thence to St. Paul’s, by the 
London Militia, the Eaft India Vo- 
lunteers, the Light Horfe Affocia- 
tion, and the Gentlemen of the 
Artillery Company. The regi- 
ment of dragoons and feveral 
other corps continued to parade 
the ftreets of Weftminfter for the 
greater part of the night, and all 
the other troops were under orders 
to attend at a minute’s notice; but 
happily the peaceable demeanour 
of the people rendered their fer- 
vices wholly unneceffary. 

Patroles of horfe guards and other - 
cavairy paraded the principal ftreets 
all night. 

Mr. Pitt was very grofsly infult- 
ed by the populace on his way to 
the cathedral; in confequence of 
which he did not return in his own 
carriage, but ftopped to dine with 
the Speaker and fome other gentle- 
men in Doétors' Commons. He 
was efcorted home in the evening 
by a party of the London light 
horfe. 

The whole bufinefs was conduét- 
ed with the utmoft order.and pro- 
priety, and the beauty and clearnefs 
of the day greatly increafed the 
fplendor and brilliancy of the 
{pectacle. 


[Petitions having been frefented from 
almoft every county, city, and town in 
England, to his Majefly for peace and 
the difmiffal of his minifiers, we Shall only 
give the following fjecimens dane 4 
mofl of the arguments that could be broitght 
for that purpofe, and of which moft of the 
others are but echos.] 
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To the King’s Moft Excellent Majefty. 
Te humble Addrefs and Petition of the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery 
of London, in common hall affembled, 


on Thurfday the 23d of March, 
1797. 
May it pleafe you Majefty, 
E, your Majefty’s moft faith- 
ful and loyal fubjeéts, the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery 
of the city of London, incommon 
hall affembled, approach the throne 
with deep affliction, and with the 
moft awful apprehenfions from 
your Majefty’s minifters invaria- 
bly perfifting in meafures which 
an accumulation of unprecedented 
calamities has manifeftly proved 
unwife and deftructive, immediate- 
ly tending to pervert and even to 
deftroy the acknowledged prin- 
ciples of our juftly boafted confti- 
tution. 2 
We lament that by, the evil in- 
ftigations of your Majefty’s advifers, 
thefe nations have been plunged 
into a war, unparalleled in mifery 
and deftruétion, which has nearly 
ruined our commerce, impoverifh- 
ed our manufacturers, depopulated 
our country, fapped the public 
credit, and widely extended the 
moft flagitious corruption. ~ 
We moft deeply deplore that 
your Majefty’s minifters, abandon- 
ing the principles they once pro- 
fefiled, have endeavoured to pre- 
vent the remonftrances. of your 
people, attacking the very vitals of 
our conftitution, and depriving 
your fubjeéts of liberties which 
their anceftors with fo much ener- 
sy “claimed, demanded, and in- 
fifted on as their undoubted right 
and inheritance,’? and which it is 
our duty to tranfmit to our pof- 
terity pure and inviolate; and for 
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the defence and prefervation of 
which your Majefty’s royal houfe 
was chofen and placed upon the 
throne of thefe realms. 

We therefore moft humbly be-. 
feech your Majefty to difmifs for 
ever from your Majefty’s prefence 
and councils thofe advifers, both 
public and fecret, of the meafures 
we largent, not doubting that by a 
change of councils fuch meafures 
may be adopted as will fpeedily 
procure the ineftimable bleflings of 
peace, and produce fuch a fyftem 
of ceconomy as fhall reftore the 
public credit and the happinefs of 
your people. But, fhould your 
Majefty any longer confide in fuch 
advifers, we are firmly convinced 
that they will completely undermine 
that bafis of national profperity and 
happinefs, the reciprocal confidence 
of a Sovereign and a free people, 
and inevitably deftroy the boafted 
privileges, the internal peace, and 
the numerous bleffings that Britons 
have heretofore enjoyed. 


‘ 


Watfon Mayor.—ZJn a meeting or af- 
Jembly of the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Liverymen of the feveral companies of 
the city of London, in common hall af- 
JSembled, at the Guildhall of the faid 
city, on Thurfday the \\th day of 
May, 1797,— 


ESOLVED, That his Majef- 

ty’s minifters have wantonly 
plunged this nation into an unjuft 
and unneceflary waty which has 
produced a feries of calamities ‘un- 
exampled in hiftory, an enormous 
increafe of public debt, an alarm- 
ing diminution of our trade and 
manufactures, an abridgement of 
our rights and privileges, a fhame- 
ful profufion of our national vega 
Y 
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by fubfidizing allies abroad, and 
fupporting a fyftem of corruption 
at home, to the deftrution of pub- 
lic credit: thus evincing a difpo- 
fition to facrifice the blood, trea- 
fure, and liberties of the kingdom, 
in fupport of meafures repugnant 
to the principles of the conttitution, 
derogatory to the dignity and fafety 
ef the King, and inconfiftent with 
the happinefs of the people. 

Refolved, That it appears the 
more neceffary that we fhould at 
this time have the full exercife of 
the right of petitioning, becaufe 
the unprecedented calamities of the 
_ country demand that his Majefty’s 

faithful fubjects fhould reprefent to 
him the true ftate of affairs, and 
pray the difmiffal of thofe weak 
and wicked minifters, whofe mif- 
conductand incapacity have brought 
this once great and flourifhing na- 
tion into its prefent ftate of unpa- 
ralleled diftrefs, and who have 
proved themfelves utterly incompe- 
tent to conduct the war, or nego- 
tiate a peace. 

Refolved, That whoever advifed 
his Majefty to refufe receiving the 
Petition of the Livery of London 
with the accuftomed marks of at- 
tention and refpect, thereby placing 
a barrier between the Monarch and 
his fubjeéts, is an enemy to the 
King, and to the rightsand privileges 
of the people. 

Refolved, That any complaint 
made againft the tyrannical or op- 
preffive meafures of his Majefty’s 
minifters, muft neceffarily be una- 
vailing, if the immediate communi- 
cation with the King be fufpended, 
and the reprefentation of the Peti- 
tion is todepend on the ebfequious 
minions of authority, or criminal 
confpirators againft public liberty. 

Refolved, if hat the reprefenta- 
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tives for this city in parliament be 
inftruéted to make a motion, or 
fupport a motion, “* That an hum- 
ble addrefs be prefented to his 
Majefty, praying him to difmifs 
from his prefence and councils his 
prefent weak and wicked minifters, 
as the moft likely means of obtain- 
ing a {peedy and permanent peace.” 
And they are hereby inftructed ac- 
cordingly. 

Refolved, That the proceedings 
of the common halls on the 12th 
of April and on this day, be figned 
by the town-clerk, and publifhed 
once in every newfpaper in Great 
Britain. And that the electors 
throughout.the kingdom be earneft- 
ly invited to affemble and inftruct 
their reprefentatives in parliament 
to addrefs the King to remove his 
prefent miniiters,-as the only ftep 
by which the deftruction of the 
conftitution and the ruin of the 
country can be averted, 

Refolved, That any petition to 
counteract the decifions of this and 
former numerous, refpectable, and 
uninfluenced common halls, will be 
departing from the great and gene- 


rally adopted political principle of 


majority and minority, legally col- 
lected. 

Refolved, That the Lord Mayor, 
by diffolving the laft common hall 
ona frivolous and unfounded pre- 
ténce of the irrelevance of the refo- 
lution which was moved to the oc- 
cafion on which the hall was affem- 
bled, by refufing to convene ano- 
ther common (hall for all the pur; 
pofes fpecified, on a like frivolous 
and unfounded pretence of the Li- 
very of London not being a delibe - 
rative body; and by convening the 
prefent common hall, for ‘pur- 
pofes fhort of thofe’ which were 
fpecified in the requifition, has vio- 

F3 ‘ lated 
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Jated the rights of the livery, has 
fuffered his political attachments to 
warp his official conduét, and prov- 
ed himfelf to be utterly undeferving 
of the confidence of his conftitu- 
ents. RIX. 


To the, King’s Moft Excellent Mayefty. 


The humble Petition of the Nobility, 
Gentry, Clergy, Yeomanry, Frecholders 
of the county of Middlefex. 


We beg leave to approach 
your Majefty with the moft 


dutiful affurances of the fame una- 
bated attachment to your Majefty’s 
royal perfon, for which this county 
has been at ail times diftinguifhed. 
We humbly reprefent to your.Ma- 
jefty that we are driven, by the 
pernicious councils and palpable 
incapacity of your Majefty’s pre- 
fent minifters, to appeal dire€tly to 
your Majefty’s perfonal benevo- 
ence and wifdom, to fave us, if it 


be poffible, from the fatal confe- 


quences of their mal-adminiitra- 
tion; that the burdens and diftreffes 
of every fort with which we are op- 
prefled, are principally owing to 
the prefent war, and that it cannot 
be continued without ruin to your 
people: That, in order to plunge 
- the country into this deftructive 
war, all manner of falfe pretences 
have been fuccefiively fet up and 
abandoned by your Majefty’s mi- 
nifters: That the objects of it were 
never exprefily ftated by them ; and 
that, in the condué of it, no dif- 
tinct policy or fyftem of action has 
beenadhered to, At firft they faid it 
was a caufe of general concern, in 
which your Majefty had reafon to 
hope for the cordial co-operation 
of the other powers of Europe. 
The greater part of thofe powers 
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neverthelefs either did not join, or 
very foon deferted the common . 
caufe; fome of them have turned 
againft us, and all of them have 
left it, in effeét, to your Majefty 
and your people, to bear the bur- 
den of the conteft. That your Ma- 
jefty’s minifters have perpetually 
deluded parliament and the nation 
with fanguine expedtations of fuc- 
cefs, derived from the ruined ftate 
of the finances of France, concern- 
ing the refult of which, their loofe 
fpeculations and daily prediétions 
have invariably proved falfe; but 
that their own perfeverance, fup- 
ported by fuchdelufions, have really, 
plunged this kingdom into difficul- 
ties which threaten us with univer- 
fal bankruptcy, beggary, and ruin : 
That the expences of the war have 
been, and continue to be, enor- 
mous and infupportable, and are 
not to be_compenfated even by 
victory and fuccefs: That, by ill- 
concerted fchemes of conqueft in 
peftilential climates, the flower of 
your Majefty’s armies has perifhed 
without action or glory: ‘That, 
while parliament has provided, and 
the nation has paid, for the fupport 
of a naval force more than adequate 
to the protection of every part of 
the Britith empire, your Majefty’s 
kingdom of Ireland has been le 
defencelefs; and that even the 
brilliant actions which do honour 
to the perfonal fkill and bravery of 
your Majefty’s naval officers and 
feamen, are a reproach to the mi- 
nifters, who have expofed your Ma- 
jefty’s ficets to contefts againft fu- 
perior numbers, in which they had 
no right to expect fuccefs: That, 
by an illegal and arbitrary act of 
your Majeity’s Privy Council, a- 
dopted on the reprefentation of the 
prefent -Chancellor of the Exche- 
~quer, 


‘ 


THE CHRONTE LE. 


quer, a fhock has been given to the 
éredit of the Bank of England, 
which can never be fully retrieved : 
That the pretended neceflity of re- 
ferving for the public fervice the 
{pecie depofited by individuals in 
the Bank, is a condemnation of 
your Majefty’s minifters, by whofe 
meafures alone fuch neceflity could 
have been created, and which may 
be pleaded at any time, and applied, 
with equal eat to dny private 
property whatfoever, which an ar- 
bitrary government may be able to 
feize and appropriate to their own 
purpofes, under colour of the pub- 
lic fervice: That the memory of 
this deteftable tranfaction will live 
in the minds of men, and create 
fuch a perpetual diftruft of the good 
faith of the Bank of England, and 
of all bankers, as cannot be remov- 
ed, even by the Bank’s being per- 
mitted by your Majefty’s miniftry 
to revert to its principles, and to 
make its payments with honefty 
hereafter; fince no man can be af- 
fured that, when a precedent of 
this atrocious nature has once been 
eftablifhed with impunity, it will 
not be followed by the fame or 
other minifters; or that even the 
apparent’ good faith with which the 
Bank may again begin to pay its 
<reditors in {pecie, may not be in- 
‘tended for a {nare to draw gold and 
filver into the Bank, where it may 
again be detained by an order of 
the Privy Council, on another re- 
prefentation from the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. We moft hum- 
bly reprefent to your Majefty, that 
all thefe evils are owing to the grofs 
‘mifconduét and utter incapacity of 
your Majefty’s minifters, who have 
fhewn themfelves unable to make 
‘war with energy, or to negotiate 
‘for peace with dignity or candour. 
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That they have defignedly thrown 
away every favourable opportunity 
of treating with advantage, and 
have made no ufe of fuccefs but to 
inflame and delude the nation, at 
any ae Dhib and hazard, into a 
fenfelefs and defperate profecution 
of the war: fo that, in their hands, 
even fortunate events are convert- 
ed into fources of additional dif- 
trefs and protraéted calamity to 
your Majefty’s faithful fubjeéts. 
We therefore moft humbly folicit 
your Majefty to difmifs your Ma- 
jefty’s prefent criminal’and incapa- 
ble minifters from your Majefty’s 
councils, by which alone it is poffi- 
ble that public credit may be gra- 
dually reftored, and that peace may 
be obtained on fafe and honourable 
terms. 

And your Majefty’s petitioners 
fhall ever pray, &c. 


To the King’s Moft Excellent Mayefty. 
The humble Petition of the Inhabitants 
(Ioufcholders) of the city and liberty of 
Weftminfier. 


E, your Majefty’s moft du- 
tiful fubjects, the inhabit- 


ants (houfeholders) of the city and 
liberty of Weftminfter, humbly beg 
leave to approach your Majefty ina 
crifis of the greateft danger to our 
country that it has experienced 
fince the Revolution. Your Majef- 
ty’s minifters have involved us in a 
war, in the profecution of which 
they have already fquandered up- 
wards of 130 millions of money. 
They have already laid taxes upon 
the people to the amount of fix 
millions and a half annually: and 
the lives which they have facrific- 
ed, and the fum which they have 
added to human mifery, exceedé all 
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calculation or belief. We humbly 
reprefent to your Majefty, that in 
the hands of thofe minifters, no- 
thing has profpered. Inftead of 
reftoring monarchy in France, they 
have been compelied to. recognife 
the republic there eftabiifhed, and 
to offer propofals of peace to it. 
Inftead of difmembering the terri- 
tories of that republic, they have 
fuffered it to add to them the Ne- 
therlands, Holland, and great. part 
of italy and Germany; and evena 
part of thefe kingdoms, which the 
fleets of that republic have infult- 
ed, have only been preferved from 
the calamities of an invafion by the 
accidents of the feafons. In their 
negotiations for. peace they have 
been equally unfuccefsful. It was 
ts be expected. When they afked 
peace they were abject, but not fin- 
cere; they acknowledged their im- 
potence, but not their errors; they 
difcovered the moft hoftile difpofi- 
tions towards Franceat the very time 
they proved their utter inability to 
‘eontend with her. © When they 
wanted to obtain our confent to 
the war, they affured us that it was 
necefflary forthe fafety of our own 
commerce. At this moment moft 
of the ports of Europe are fhut a- 
gainft us, goods to.an immenfe a- 
mount are lying upon the hands of 
our merchants; and the manufac- 
turing poor are ftarving by thou- 
fands, They affured us the war was 
neceffary for the prefervation of 
prabPriy and public,credit. They 

ave rendered every man’s proper- 
ty fubjeé to an order of the Privy 
Council; and the Bank of England 
has ftopped payment. They affur- 
,ed us that the war was neceflary for 
the -prefervation of the conftitu- 
tion:—They have .deftroyed its 
bei part, which is its liberty, by 
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oppreflive « reftri¢tions’ upon the 
right of petitioning, and upon the 
freedom of the via ; by profecut- 
ing innocent men under falfe pre- 
tences; by fending money to fo: 
reign princes without the confent 
of parliament; while, by erecting 
barracks throughout the kingdom, 
they give us reafon to fufpect their 
intention of finally fubjeéting the 
people to military defpotifm. They 
affured us the war was neceffary for 
ihe prefervation of the unity of our 
empire. But they have fo conduct- 
ed, and are ftill fo conduéting 
themfelves in Ireland, as to alien- 
ate the affections of that brave, 
loyal, oppreffed, and perfecuted na- 
tion, and to expofe the moft flou- 
rifhing of its provinces. to all the 
horrors of lawlefs military violence, 
Thefe are not common errors; 
they are great crimes; and of thefe 
crimes, before God and our coun- 
try, we accufe your minifters. Our 
affections to your Majeity’s perfon, 
our loyalty to your governmeitft, 
are unabated :—your Majefty’s vir 

tues are a pledge for the one; the 
conftitution which makes yoy 
King for the other. But duty to 
our fellow-countrymen and to our 
pofterity, which is but another 
name for that affection and loyalty, 
impels us to reprefent to your Ma- 
jefty, that your minifters are de- 
frauding us of the benefit of thofe 
virtues, by, deftroying the channels 
through which they flow. They 
have tarnithed the national honour 
and glory; they have oppreffed the 
poor with almoft intolerable. bur- 
thens; they have poifoned the in- 
texcourfe of private life; they have 
given a fatal blow to public credit; 


they. have divided the empire; and 
Ahey have fubverted the conftitu- 


tion, We humbly pray your Ma- 
jefty, 


o 
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jefty, therefore, to difmifs them 
from your prefence and councils 
for ever. 


Th the King’s Moft Excellent Majefty. 
The humble Petition of the underfigned 
Freeholders of the county of Down. 
May it pleafe your Majefty, 
W. EF, your Majefty’s moft duti- 
ful and loyal! fubjects, take 
rw _, this opportunity | of exprefling our 
* loyalty and attachment to your Ma- 
jefty’s perfon and family, and thofe 
principles which placed them on 
the throne of thefe realms; and at 
the fame time of declaring, that, in 
fuch a period as the prefent, we 
fhould think it little fhortdf trea- 
fon te be filent on the ftate of this 
your Majefty’s kingdom of Ireland. 
It is not merely of a long, difatt- 
rous, unjuit, and unneceflary war, 
which has deftreyed public credit, 
commerce, and manufactures, we 
complain: your Majefty, in your 
' wifdom, muft have perceived the 
evil confequences of that war 
through every part of your domi- 
nions:—It is not the melancholy 
wafte of blood and treafure of 
which we complain; becaufe thofe 
calamities cannot now be remedied; 
—but we beg leave to approach 
your throne with a plain unexagge- 
yated ftate of our prefent diftreff- 
ing grievances. Ever fince the ad- 
miniftration of the great Lord Cha- 
tham, aloft all good and wife men 
have concurred in the abfolute ne- 
ceflity of a parliamentary reform, 
as weil for the fecurity of the throne 
as the people. Your Majefty’s 
refent minifter has given leffons 
to the empire on that head which 
can never be forgotien; and the 
ruin which has accompanied his de- 
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viation from that principle has de- 
monftrated the necefhty of that 
meafure. The dutiful and loyal 
petitions of your people have not 
been atiended to: the moft confti- 
tutional and loyal means of fecking 
redrefs have been oppoied by the 
moft unconftitutional and illegal 
coercions: every right for the efta- 
blifhment of which our forefathers 
fhed their blood, and for the pro- 
tection of which your Majefty’s an- 
ceftors were called to the throne, 
has been fucceflively taken away by 
the undue influence of your Majef- 
ty’s prefent minifters; the right of 
petitioning greatly invaded by the 
Convention-bill; the trial by jury, 
by fummary convictions, under the 
moft unconftitutional laws; the h- 
berty of the prefs, and the freedom 
of fpeech, by the fhameful encou-. 
ragement of {pies and informers ; 
the right of habeas corfus has been 
fufpended; and the great right, 
which is the fecurity of all other 
rights, the right of bearing arms, 
has been groffly violated, not 
only bya feries of laws repugnant 
to the written and acknowledged 
compaét between the ‘crown and 
the people, expreffed unequivocally 
in the Bill of Rights, but, in a late 
inftance, by an aét of ftate avowed- 
ly illegal. We, therefore, humbly 
entreat your Majefty to difmifs 
from your councils and prefence 
your prefent minifters, as the firft 
ftep towards reftoring peace, prof- 
perity, and happinefs to this dif- 
tracted country, and thereby firm- 
ly fecuring the interefts of the 
crown and people, which are both 
at prefent in the moft alarming 
danger. And we further entreat 
your Majefty immediately to call 
fuch men to your councils as may 
afift your people in obtaining a 

reform 
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reform of parliament, embracing 
every religious perfuafion, as the 
_ fure and only means of rendering 
this kingdom profperous and hap- 
Ez 
Ar. Jounston, Chairman, 
Ep. Porrincer, Secretary. 


. By and on the behalf, and at the 
defire of four thoufand eight 
hundred and three freeholders 
of the county of Down, who 
fubfcribed their names to the 
above petition. 


Return to the Order of the Honourable 
Houfe of Commons, of the 24th of 
March, 1797, for an account of the 
Advances made, or ordered to be made, 

for the fervice of his Imperial Majefty, 
face the \3th of December, 1796 :— 
And alfo of the fecurities for the repay- 

’ ment of the fame ; together with an ac- 
count of the dates of the advances re- 

| ficdively. 

ADVANCES MADE. . 

29th December, 1796 - L.50,000 

28th January, 1797. - 110,000 


18th February - - - 90,000 
24th February - - - 30,000 
4th March - «= -.- 100,000 
Lith March. - - - - 120,000 

E..500,000 


No further advances have been 
ordered. 
The fecurity for the repayments 


of thefe fums is the receipt of the . 


agents of the Emperor, accompa- 
mied with an engagement of the 
Imperial Minifter at this court, that 
the fame fhall be repaid out of any 
Joan which may be made in Iing- 
land for the fervice of the Empe- 


ror, whenever circumftances per- ° 


mit fuch loan to be made. 
Cuar.es Lone. 
Whieall Treafury Chambers, 
March 8th, 1797. 
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FINANCIAL STATE OF THE NAs 
TION. ss 
Report of the Secret Committee appointed 
to enquire into the Financial State of 
the Nation. 


L.—The public Funded Debt. 


Gece total amount of the public 
debts, as they ftood upon the 
5th of January, 1793, appears to 
have been, in funded capital, 
L. 238,231,248 5 25 
And the total of the annual intereft ~ 
and charge of the public funded 
debt at that period amounted to 
L. 9,325,866 4 3% 
The public debts which arofe be- 
tween the 5th day of January, 
1793, and the 5th of January, 
1797, appear to have been creat~ 
ed by the raifing of 59,000,001. 
fterling upon loans, and by the 
funding of navy, victualling, and 
tranfport bills, to the amount of 
7,624,896]. 6s. 1d. fterling; a- 
mounting in the whole to the 
fum of L. 66,624,896 6 I 
And it appears that, in confequence 
thereof, the total ameunt of the 
public debts created between the 
5th of January, 1793, and the 
5th of January, 1797, wasin fund- 
edcapital JZ. 88,840,122 14 0 
And the total of the annual intereft 
and charges upon the above in- 
creafe of debt, was P 
L. 3,181,623 13 8 
The total funded capital of the pub- 
lic debt was therefore, upon the . 
5th of Jannary, 1797, _ : 
L. 327,071,370 19 2% 
And the total annual intereft and 
charge of the public funded debt, 
was - JL. 12,507,489 0 115 
Your Committee think it necef- 
fary further to ftate, that in order 


to fhew correétly the complete a- 


mount of the annual i i 
{um 
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fam of 1,000,000]. iffied to the 
commiffioners for reducing the na- 
tional debt, fhould be added to the 
infereft and charges of the debt ex- 
ifting on the 5th of January, 1793: 
and that a further annual fum, in 
refpec of the 11. per centum per 
annum, on capital funded fince the 
5th of January, 1793, payable to 
the faid commiifioners, amounting 
to 923,154]. 19s. 4d. thould be add- 
ed alfo to the intereft and charges 
of the debt created fince that pe- 
riod. 
Thefe being taken together, viz. 
.1,923,1541. 19s. 4d and added to 
the former fums, viz. 12,507,489]. 
17s. 114d. the total annual charge 
of the public funded debt, in- 
cluding the fums applicable to 
the reduction thereof, as it ftood 
upon the 5th of January, 1797, 
was DL. 14,430,644 17 32 
Your Committee alfo beg leave 
to ebferve, that neither the amount 
of the ftock created by funding cer- 
tain Navy, Victualling, Tranfport, 
and Exchequer bills, in the courfe 
of the prefent feflion, nor by the 
Joan of eighteen millions for the 
fervice of the year 1797, are no- 
ticed in the ftatement ; as they nei- 
ther are nor, by the courfe of the 
Exchequer, could be included in 
the account made up to the period 
marked out by the inftructions to 
your Committee. 


lt appears, however, that the capi- 
tal ftock, created by funding the 
bills amounting to 13,029,3991. 
8s.was  -L, 21,575,774 0 0 
The loan - 20,250,000 0 0 
Total 41,825,774 0 O 

The total of the annual intereft and 
charges, and II. per cent. upon 
the above additional debt, a- 
mountsto L, 2,151,250 1 0 


vu 
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Your Committee, in concluding 
this part of their enquiries, think it 
right to obferve, upon the total of 
the capital ftock fo created and fo 
conftituting the public funded debt, 
1ft, That its amount is not to be 
confidered as if it could only be 
extinguithed by a redemption at 
par; inafmuch as the progreflive 
reduction of the national debt by 
the prefent finking fund conftantly 
operates, by buying up the debt ac- 
cording to the current price of the 
ftocks; the effect of which they 
have entered into more fully in a 
fubfequent part of this report. 

Qdly, That the funded capital of 
the public debt includes in it the a- 
mount of the capital purchafed by 
the commiffioners for reducing the 
national debt. 

And, 3dly, That the annual 
charge upon the public, by way of 
intereft and annuities for terms, in- 
cludes in it the intereft of the ftock 
purchafed by the commiffioners, 
andalfo of the annuities which have 
expired. ; A 

Your Committee think it alfo 
proper to {tate here, that by ftatute 
35 George III, chapter 93, provi- 
fion was made for guaranteeing the 
payment of the dividends on a loan 
of 4,600,000], on account of the 
Emperor; under the authority of 
which ftatute there has been created 
In capital ftock, 31. per cents. 

L. 3,833,333 6 8 
And in annuities for twenty-five 
years, from the 1ft of May, 1794, 
L. 230,000 0 0 

Taxes. 

The Committee proceed firft to 
{tate the produce of each of the 
four years, preceding the 5th of 
January, 1797, of the permanent 
taxes which exifted previous to the 
5th of January, 1793, 


Upon 


92 


Upon the refult of their examina- 
tion, the Committee find the ac- 
tual average produce of the per- 
manent taxes, for thefe four 
years, to be about L. 13,780,000 
without adding the deficiency 
eccafioned by the ftoppage of 
diftilleries. 

The Seleét Committee of 1791 efti- 
mated the probable produce of 

_ the permanent taxes to be 

“TL. 13,472,000 

From this fum muft be deducted 
the average produce of the taxes 
repealed in 1792, amounting, as 
appears by papers laid before the 
Houfe of Commons, on the 10th 
and 15th of February, 1792, to 

~ about 223,000]. leaving a fum of 

- L. 13,249,000 

Your Committee have alfo thought 
it proper to afcertain the aver- 
age produce of the permanent 
taxes during the four vears which 
immediately preceded the pre- 
fent war; and they find the fame 
to have been, after allowing for 

~ the deduétion of the fhop-tax, 
and the duties repealed in 1792, 
about - LL. 13,831,000 

Your Committee have the fatisfac- 

’ tion of obferving, that the actual 
produce of the fame taxes, on the 
average of the four years of war 
(without making any allowance 
for the ftoppage of the diftiller- 
jes) exceeds the eftimate formed 
in 1791, by above 530,000; and 
is below their average produce 
in the four preceding years of 
peace only, by - JL. 50,000 

Your Committee have next pro- 
ceeded to examine the produce 
of the feveral taxes provided for 
defraying the increafed charge of 
the public debt, from the 5th of 
January, 1793, to the 5th of Ja- 
nuary, 1797; diftinguifhing the 
produce of each year, 
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Upon this examination they find 
that the duties continued in 1793, 


produced 

In 1793. - L. 247,638 00 
1794 - 248,858.10 6 
1795 - 202,585,710" @ 
1796 - 966,813 00 


That the duties continued and 
impofed in 1794, produced 


In 1794 - L. 618,040 13 42 
1795 - ~——- 22,122 9 of 
1796 =... 818,868, 4 72 

That the duties impofed in 1795, 

produced ‘ 

In 1795. - L.1;373,000 9 7 
1796 - 1,332,794 19 42 


And they find that the duties 
impofed in 1796, had produced, on 
the 5th of January, 1797, 

L. 604,644 9 24 

In ftating the produce of thefe 
feveral taxes, your Committee think 
it neceflary to obferve, that the 
produce of new duties within the 
firft year of their being impofed, 
can feldom afford correct means of 
eftimating their real productivenefs. 
In fome inftances the firft year has 
been more produétive than fubfe- 
quent years; but, in general, the 
firft year has been lefs productive, 
the collection of moft duties not 
taking place before a confiderable 
part of the current year has elapfed, 
and aconfiderable part of the pro- 
duce of the fra¢tion of the current 
year not being paid into the Ex- 
chequer till after the termination 
of that year, and the modes of col- 
lection not being brought at their 
beginning to their greateft degree 
of efficacy, an accurate eftimate of 
it cannot be made from the amount 
of ils produce which appears upon 
the Exchequer account. : 

Your Committee were, however, 
cefirous of examining how far the 
produce of the taxes, impofed in 
the three firft years ofthe war (of 

which 
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which alone, at prefent, your com- 
mittee have been enabled to form 
any adequate judgment) appears 
fufficient to defray the charges of 
fuch part of the public debt as has 
been funded during the fame pe- 
riod. For this purpofe they have 
looked to the year moft diftant 
from their commencement, as af- 
fording, for the reafonsabove given, 
the beft means to judge of their 
productivenefs. 

in 1793, they find that the annual 
charge upon the public, on ac- 
count of the intereft, manage- 
ment, and ll. per cent. upon 
the debt funded in 1793, was 

L. 252,812 

The produce of the duties anfwer- 
able for this charge was, in the 
year 1796, only - JL. 166,813 

- But your Committee think it their 

duty to obferve, that this produce 

amuft have been materially affected 
by the ftoppage of the diftilleries, 
which prevailed from June 1795 to 

November 1796. 

In 1794, the annual charge upon 
the public, on account of the 
intereft, management, and ll. 
per cent. on the debt funded in 
1794, appears to be L. 773,824 

‘The produce of the duties con- 
tinued and impofed in that year 
appears to have been, in the year 
1796 7 L. 818,868 

in 1795, the annual charge upon 
the public, on account of the 
intereft, management, and 1]. 
per cent. upon the debt funded 
in-1795, was-- - _L. 1,227,415 

The produce of the duties anfwer- 
able for this charge was, in the 
year 1796 - L.1,332,794 

In 1796, the charge upon the pub- 
lic, for the intereft, management, 
and 1]. per cent. upon the debt 
cyeated, was. - JL, 1,851,226 


« 
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The aétual receipt at the Exche- 
quer of the duties impofed in 
that year was, onthe 5th of 
January, 1797 - ‘ZL. 604,644 
Your Committee, for many of 

the reafons above affigned, do not 
think it poffible for them at prefent 
to form, upon fimilar grounds, an 
eftimate of a whole year’s produce 
of the duties impofed in 1796; 
neither do they think it advifeable 
to delay this their firft report, by 
entering inte any detailed exami- 
nation of the particulars; they feel 
it, however, their duty to obferve, 
that no adequate judgment can be 
formed of the future produce of 
thefe taxes from the actual receipt 
at the Exchequer at the abovemen- 
tioned period. 


IIL. — Unfunded Debt and.Demands 
outfanding. 


Your Committee have next pro- 
ceeded to examine and ftate the 
amount of the unfunded debt and 
demands out{tanding on the 5th of 
January, 1797, under the heads of 
Exchequer, Treafury, Army, Bar- 
racks, Ordnance, and Navy, as 
ftated by the refpective offices in 
the feveral accounts annexed, re- 
ferving to themfelves the liberty of 
ftating in any future report any 
further information or obfervations 
thereupon, which a more detailed 
inveftigation may enable them to 
lay before the Houfe. They have 
diftinguifhed under cach head —1f, 
What part of the unfunded debt 
has been provided for; 2d, What 
part, although provided for by the 
grants of former years, had not becn 
paid on the 5th of January, 1797, 
by reafon of the confolidated fund 
not having produced the furplus at 
which it was eftimated; and, 3diy, 


What 
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What part appears at prefent te be 
unprovided for. 


Totals of the Unfunded Debt. 


1. Charged on funds which were 
infuficient on the 5th of Janu- 
ary, 1797 L. 3,284,012 6 12 

2. Unprovided for 12,736,900 0 34 


LE. 16,020,912 6 5% 

3. Provided for, being the antici- 

pation, in the ufual form, upon 
the land and malt taxes, 
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balances from public accountants) 
the following fums have been ad- 
vanced by way of loan, and now 
remain due to the public: 
Advanced by way of loan to the 
Emperor - ZL. 1,420,000 
Ditto for relief of the iflands of Gre- 
~ nada and St. Vincent Z.910,000 
Ditto paid on bills drawn by the 
oh saa of the faid iflands, for 
the purchafe of provifions, &c. 
L: 140,000 
Remittedin fpecietoIreland 52,500 


L. 5,682,000 0 0 Anda further fum of 600,0001L. is 
» propofed to be advanced to the 
planters of Grenada and St. Vin- 
cent, included in the ftatement 
of the fupply for the prefent 


year - - L. 600,000 


IV. — Efimates. 


Your Committee have next proceeded to examine and ftate the ex- 
pected total amount of the public expences for the year ending the 5th 
of January, 1798, as far as the fame can now be afcertained or eftimat- 
ed by the feveral off:ces; and they find the eftimates are as follow, viz. 
1. Navy : : : L. 12,935,496 0 "oe 

In this eftimate no future charge is included for 
neutral cargoes, as the value has not yet been afcer- 
tained by the affeflors appointed by the Admiralty 


Your Committee think proper 
to obferve in this place, that (be- 
fides what may be due to the pub- 
lic upon monies imprefted, and 


Court. 
2. Army. 
Ordinary expences - L. 6,897,958. 5 
Extraordinaries for 1797 - 4,137,000 ra ster a 


The extraordinaries of the army for the current 
year appear now to be brought forward, for the firft 
time, by way of eftimate, having always conftituted 
a part of the charge of the fucceeding year. 

$. Barracks - - - “ 
4, Ordnance - - ‘ 
5. Mifcellaneous Services - - 

In this f{um are included 600,0001. propofed to be 
lent to perfons connected with and trading to the 26,890,398'11 §& 
iflands of Grenada and St. Vincent, and alfo a fur- . 
ther fum of 464,920]. 17s. 6d. for articles which it 
has been ufual to pay, im the firft inftance, out of 
the civil lift, and to propofe afterwards to parlia- 
ment to vote a fum futhcient to repay what has 
been fo advanced. 


449,076 0 O 
1,321,024 9 2 
1,149,843 17° 6 


Seo —— 


Brought 
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6. A fam, upon account, for 
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Brought forward JL. 26,890,398 11 8 
making temporary ad- 


vances by way of loan, for the fervice of the Em- 


yeror 2 


The following articles were ftated by the Chancellor 


500,000 0 0 


of the Exchequer as part of the fupply for the year 


1797, viz. 
7. Deficiency of land and malt 
8. Commiffioners for national debt 


350,000 0 0 
- 200,000 @ O 


Add to thefea vote of credit, which your Committee 


are informed is intended to be propofed 


ment - - 
e 


The repayments to the Bank of 
1,023,0001. ftated by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, as part of the 
fupply for 1797, are omitted here, 
as having been included in the fum 
of 1,154,000l. ftated to be a part of 
the unfunded debt of the Exche- 
quer, not fufficiently provided. for 
on the 5th of January, 1797. 


V.—Weays and Means. 


Your Committee find that the 
ways and means already propofed 
for the year 1797, confift of 

Articles voted ; viz. 


Land and malt - 2,750,000 
Loan - - 18,000,000 
Surplus of grants ~ 420,000 
: 21,170,000 

And of articles efti- 

mated; viz. 
Growing produce of 

the confolidated fund f !%979:000 
Exchequer bills —- 5,500,000 
Lottery - - 200,000 
' Total. - 27,945,000 


VI.—Reduction of Public Debt. 


Your Committee have further 
proceeded to ftate an account of 
the progrefs that has been made 
im the reduction of the public debt 
fince the 5th of July, 1789, of the 


to parlia- 
2,500,000 0 O 
L. 30,440,398 11 & 
fums now annually applicable there- 
to, and of the further progrefs which 
may be expected to be made, as far 
as the fame can be at prefent afcer- 
tained, in the reduction of the debt 
now exifting. Your Committee 
have great fatisfaction upon this 
fubject, in contemplating the large 
means which are now annually em- 
ployed for the reduction of the 
public debt, and the confiderable 
progrefs which has been already 
made towards that important end. 
The annual fum now applicable to 
that purpefe, appears to amount 
to - L. 3,359,799 6, 2 
The capital ftock purchafed by the 
application of the feveral fums, 
appears to have been, on the 16th 
of March,1797L.23,334,200 0 0 
The further progrefs to be made 
in the reduction of the debt has 
been calculated, by order of the 
commiflioners, according to the 
operation of the annual million, 
the intereft of the ftock redeemed 
by it, the amount of expired and 
unclaimed annuities, and an annual 
fum of two hundred thoufand 
pounds in aid of this fund, granted 
by parliament, as applied to the 
reduction of the debt which exifted 
before the war, and confidered as 
then amounting to the fum of two 
hundred and forty millions. ~ 
Thefe 
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Thefe calculations, of courfe, 
depend upon the different prices at 
which the feveral ftecks in which 
the public debt confifts may happen 
to. be purchafed. 

The earlieft date, according to 
thefe calculations, at. which the 
whole of the debt that exifted prior 
to 1793, and taken at two hundred 
and forty millions, would be can- 
celled, is thirty-three years, from 
the lft of February, 1797; and 
even the moft remote date at which 
it would be cancelled, does not ex- 
ceed fifty-four years. 

“ Your Committee obferve, that 
the faid calculations relate only to 
the progrefs which will be made, 
upon different data, in the reduction 
of the debt exifting before the war, 
by the application of the funds 

' provided for that purpofe. 


The reduction of the debt which’ 


has been incurred during the 
war, depends upon different con- 
fiderations. The amount of the 
finking fund applicable thereto, 
including the 11. per cent. on 
account of the loan and bills 
funded in the prefent feffions, 
amount to - L. 1,341,411 
The dividend on the ftock, pur- 
chafed thereby, is L. 77,068 
The total amount of the new fink- 
' ing fundwas - JL. 1,418,479 
The capital of the new debt, to the 
reduction of which this fum is 
applicable, is  _L. 130,665,896 
In order to give the Houfe fuller 
information upon this part of the 
fubjeé, your Committee have call- 
ed for. further calculations; but in 
the mean time they think it necef- 
fary to obferve, thatthe new fink- 
ing fund appears to bear a much 
larger proportion to the new debt 
than the old finking fund, with its 
accumulations, the annual grant of 
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200,000. and the annuities expired, 
does at the prefent moment to the 
old debt : and that the old finking 
fund, after reaching the fum of four 
millions, is no longer made applic- 
able by law'to the difcharge at com- 
pound intereft of what may then 
remain of the old debt: but the 
operation of the new finking fund 
is to continue at compound intereft 
till the new debt fhall be totally 
extinguifhed. 


Refort from the Committee of Secrecy 
ajipoinied by the Houfe of Lords to 
examine and ftate the total amount of 
Outfanding Demands on the Bank of 
England, and likewife of the Funds for 
diftharring the fame, and to report the 
refult thereof to the Houfe, together 
with their Opinion on the Neceffity 
providing for the Confirmation and 
Continuance of Meafures taken in pur- 
Suance of the Minute of Council of the 
26th of February, 1797. 


’ i XHE Committee having pres 


ceeded to take into their con- 
fideration the matters referred to 

them, report thereon as follows: 
With refpe& to the firft part of 
the order of the Houfe, by which 
they are directed to examine and re- 
port the total amount of outftand- 
ing demands on the Bank of Eng- 
land, and likewife of the funds for 
difcharging the fame, they called 
upon the Governor of the Bank, 
and upon Mr. Bofanquet, one of 
the Directors of the Bank (who at- 
tended them in the abfence of the 
Deputy Governor) for an account 
to that effect; which account, hav- 
ing by them been produced to the 
Committee, was verified by the 
Deputy Accountant of the Bank; 
and the fame having been examined 
. » by 
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by the Committee, it was agreed 
to report the refult thereof to the 
Houfe, as follows: | 

That the total amount of out- 
ftanding demands on the Bank, on 
the 25th day of February laft, was 
13,770,3901. and that the total a- 
mount of the funds for difcharging 
thofe demands, over and above the 
permanent debt due from go- 
vernment of 11,686,800l. was, on 
the fame day of February laft, 
17,597,280l. and that the refult is, 
that there was, on the 25th day of 
February laft, a furplus of effeés 
belonging to the Bank beyond the 
total of their debts, amounting to 
the fum of 3,826,890l. over and 
above the before-mentioned perma- 
nent debt of 11,636,800l. due from 
government. 

The Committee think it right to 
obferve, that this account is made 
up to the 25th of February inclu- 
five; and that fince that day, feve- 
ral confiderable iffues have been 
made by the Bank in bank notes, 
both upon government fecurities, 
and in difcounting bills, the parti- 
eulars of which could not immedi- 
ately be made up; but that as thofe 
iffues were made upon correfpond- 
ing fecurities, taken with the ufual 
care and attention, the actual ba- 
lance in favour of the Bank has not 
been materially varied, but, if at 
all, has been rather increafed. 

In proceeding to the confidera- 
tion of the fecond part of the order 
of reference, in which the Com- 
mittee are directed to report to the 
Houfe their opinion on the necef- 
fity of providing for the confirma- 
tion and continuance of the mea- 
fures taken in purfuance of the mi- 
nute of council of the 26th of Feb- 
ruary, the Committee have thought 
it right to confine their enquiries to 
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thofe points only on which that ne- 
ceffity appeared to them principally 
to depend; and having examined 
to thefe points the Governor of the 
Bank, and the faid Mr. Bofanquet 
(one of the Dire¢tors thereof) the 
Committee find, 

That the Bank of England has 
lately experienced an unufual drain 
of cafh. 

That this drain was owing, in 
great part, to demands for ‘cafh from 
the country; ‘fuch demands being 
made upon the Bank indire¢tly 
from the country, but direétly from 
the bankers of London, who are to 
fupply the country. 

That by the effects of this drain, 
the cafh of the Bank has been of 
late very confiderably reduced; that 
it has, however, been known, by 
thofe converfant in the affairs of the 
Bank, tobe a great deal lower; but 
that on this occafion the xapidity of 
the demands has been unparalleled. 

That thofe demands have been 
of late progreffively increafing, but 
particularly in the laft week: and 
that in the two laft days of that 
week, the demands exceeded thofe 
of the four preceding days. 

That there was every reafon to 
apprehend that thefe demands, and 
the confequent progreflive reduction 
of cafh, would continue, and even 
increafe. 

That by the effeét of fuch reduc- 
tion, if it were to continue in the 
fame, or in a ftill farther increafed 
proportion, the Bank of England 
would be deprived of the means of 
fupplying the cafh which might be 
neceflary for prefling exigencies of 
public fervice; and this led the 
Bank to make the communication 
they did to his Majefty’s minifters. 

And laftly, That fince the date of 
the minute of council above men- 
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tioned, no fuch alteration has oc- 
curred as materially to vary the fi- 
tuation of the Bank in this refpect. 

On this view of the prefent ftate 
of the important queftion referred 
to them, the Committee have a- 
greed to report it to the Houfe as 
their opinion, that it is neceffary to 
continue and confirm the meafures 
already taken, for fuch time, and 
under fuch limitations and reftric- 
tions, and with fuch power of dif- 
continuing the fame, as to the wif- 
dom of Parliament may feem expe- 
dient. 

The Committee think proper to 
conclude their report, with a fum- 
mary of the chief points which have 
occurred in their enquiry refpeting 
the caufes that produced the order 
of council of the 26th of February 
laft, as refulting from the evidence 
taken by them, and from the ac- 
counts laid before them. 

In order to render the fubfequent 
details relative to this important 
fubject more intelligible, the Com- 
mittee think it right to begin with 
taking a general view of the ftate 
of the circulation of the kingdom. 

It appears by the evidence, that 
the circulation of this kingdom, by 
which its immenfe commerce is 
carried on, confifts principally in 
the metropolis and its neighbour- 
hood, either of the notes of the 
Bank of England, or of coin chiefly 
made of gold. In the country, 
(where the notes of the Bank ‘of 
England did not circulate to an 
great amount) it confifts of the bills 
of country bankers, or of the bank- 
ing companies in Scotland, payable 
to bearer on demand; and of -coin 
of the defcription before men- 
tioned. 

Inland bills of exchange are 
thought by many to be a part of 
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the circulation of the kingdom. 
They are not ftri@ly fo, in the fame 
fenfe as the two forts of paper men- 
tioned: they are rather transfers 
of debts from the drawers to the 
perfons on whom the bills . are 
drawn. They are generally made 
payable at diftant periods; and as 
they are not payable at all times on 
demand, they cannot, like the for- 
mer, anfwer all the purpofes of 
cafh. ; 

In the metropolis, the quantity of 
paper much exceeds the quantity 
of coin in circulation. The Com- 
mittee have no fufficient means be- 
fore them to judge of the propor- 
tion of cafh and i Sc in the me- 
tropolis, except as far as any infe- 
rence can be drawh from the quan- 
tity of cafh paid at the Bank, com- 
pared with the amount of the notes 
iffued by that corporate body, as 
ftated in the evidence of Mr. New- , 
land, principal cafhier of the Bank; 
and particularly from the proportion 
of cafh paid quarterly at the Bank 
in difcharge of the dividends of the 
public ftocks, a part of which only 
is received by bankers, the re- 
mainder by perfons of every de- 
{cription. ; 

But in the country, and particu- 
larly in thofe parts of it where no 
confiderable manufactures are efta- 
blifed, and no great commercial 
enterprize is carried on, there is 
reafon to-conclude, that the quan- 
tity of paper exceeds in a lefs pro- 
portion the coin in circulation 
than in the metropolis. It muft 
vary according to circumftances of 
time or place; and the Committee 
have no information which enables 
them to forma judgement on this 
fubje&. It can hardly, however, 
be doubted that there is too little 
of Britifh coin, particularly of fil- 
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ver, current in the kingdom, from 
a caufe which will be hereafter 
ftated- 

The Bank of England is at the 
head of all circulation. It is the 
great repofitory of the {pare cath of 
the nation, and alone carries bul- 
lion to the mint to be coined. It 
is fubjeét, on that account, to be 
called on for cafh, directly or indi- 
rectly, by thofe who are in want of 
it, and is neceffarily fenfible of every 
material failure or diftrefs which a- 
rifes from any deficiency or want of 
coin, in every part of this king- 
dom or Ireland. | 

It appears that the circulation of 
paper was carried to its greateft 
height a fhort time previous to the 
beginning of the year 1793. 

But early in that year a great di- 
minution took place in the circula- 
tion of country bank bills, from the 
fudden failure of many of the 
country banks. Mr. Ellifon ftates, 
that previous to this period there 
were about two hundred and eighty 
country banks in England and 
Wales, and that he does not believe 
they exceed at prefent two hund- 
red and thirty; the bufinefs of 
which has by no means increafed in 
proportion to the reduction of the 
number, and that the iffue of 
country bank bills has confiderably 
diminifhed—that the quantity of 
fpecie actually kept by the prefent 
eountry bankers, is at this time 
larger than it was before the year 
1793, and that they have leffened 
their balances with the London 
bankers. 

Mr. Thornton’s evidence con- 
firms the account given by Mr. El- 
lifon of the failure of the country 
banks in 1793, and of the confe- 
quent diminution of the circulation 
of country bank bills at that time. 
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Subfequent to this event thefe 
country bank bills increafed again 
in fome degree, but never to their 
former extent. Both Mr. Thorn- 
ton and Mr. Ellifon are of opinion 
that confiderable quantities of cafh 
muft have been drawn from the 
metropolis into the country, in or- 
der to fupply the deficiency of thefe 
country bank bills. 

In the beginning of the year 
1793, when, from the caufes before 
mentioned, the circulation of this 
kingdom began to be fo much di- 
minifhed, the prefent war com- 
menced. A ftate-of war always re- 
quires a more ample circulation, 
even within the kingdom: — the 
public loans, which in all wars are 
neceflary, and in the prefent war 
have been particularly great, em- 
ploy a confiderable tee of 
the circulating capital. The pre- - 
fent increafed value of money, 
which is fufficiently proved by the 
high rate of intereft, clearly fhews 
what muft be the demand for it, 
and confequently the fcarcity of it. 
But during the prefent war, it is 
worthy of remark, that expenfive 
enterprifes of a private nature have 
not diminifhed, as in all former 
wars, but even augmented. It ap- 
pears by an account inferted in this 
report, that the number of bills of 
inclofure which paffed in the four 
years preceding the prefent war, 
was one hundred and thirty-eight, 
and that the number which have 
paffed during the four years of the 
war was two hundred and eighty- 
three. That the number of bills 
for navigations and canals, which 
pafled in the four years preceding 
the prefent war, was thirty, and 
that the number which have pailed 
during the four years of the war was 
fixty-nine, And farther, that the 
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fum authorifed to be borrowed for 
the making thofe canals and navi- 
gations, was in the firft four years 
“2,377,2001. and in the laft period of 
four years 7,415,1001. 

But the demand of money for 
public expences abroad, more par- 
ticularly applies to the prefent fub- 
je&: The loan made to the Empe- 
ror in the year 1795 of 4,¢00,000I. 
—the fubfidies paid to foreign 
princes—the money remitted tor 
the pay of Britifh troops, or foreign 
troops in Britifh pay, while this 
kingdom had an army on the Con- 
tinent; and the advances made to 
the court of Vienna; together with 
the money fent to the Weft Indies 
and the Cape of Good Hope, for 
the pay of Britifh troops there; if 
they did not all together draw Bri- 
tifh coin out of the country, in any 
great amount, muft at leaft have 
prevented that influx of» coin or 
bullion which, in confequence of a 
favourable balance of commerce, 
would have otherwife fupplied the 
circulation of the kingdom. Mr. 
Boyd, however, in his evidence 
ftates, that in remitting the impe- 
rial loan, as well as the late advances 
to the Emperor, he never fent any 
Britifh coin out of the kingdom 
(which could not indeed legally be 
done); and that in remitting the faid 
loan, he fent in foreign coin or bul- 
lion to the amount only of about 
1,200,0001. That the remainder 
of the loan, and the whole of the 
advances were remitted in bills of 
exchange. It is obvious, however, 
that the drains occafioned by ex- 
penditure abroad for the purpofes 
before mentioned (large as the a- 
mount of them may have been) are 
nothing more than what has hap- 
pened in all former wars, in which 
the government of Great Britain 
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has found it effential for its interefts 
to maintain armies on the European 
Continent, or at any great diftance 
from the kingdom. 

It appears by an account inferted 
in this report, that all the remit~ 
tances made for the fervices of the 
war in the Weft Indies, on the 
Continent of Europe, in the ifland of 
Corfica, and other diftant parts of the 
world, amounted, during the four 
laft years, to 33,510,779]. Os. 72d. 

It appears by another account 
inferted in this report, which has 
diftinguifhed the fums expended on 
the European Continent, from what 
were expended in other diftant parts 
of the world, that the total of the 
money expended on the Continent 
of Europe during the faid four 
years, including the Imperial loan 
and the advances made to the Empe- 
ror, amounted to 14,988,4221. 9s.83d 

It appears, laftly, by a third ac- 
count inferted in this report, that 
the fums paid for all forts of mili+ 
tary fervices on the Continent dur- 
ing the war ending in 1763, a- 
mounted to 20,626,9971. Os. 7d. 

To the fums fent, during the 
prefent war, to the European Con- 
tinent, and to the Weft Indies, and 
the Cape of Good Hope, for mili- 
tary purpofes, fhould be added the 
fums drawn for by the command- 
ers of our fleets on foreign fervice, 
in every part of the world. 

It appears, on the other hand, 
by the accounts of the value of the 
imports and exports for the laft 
twenty years, produced by Mr. Ir- 
ving, infpector-general of imports 
and exports, that the demand for 
cath to be fent abroad, for the pur- 
pofes before mentioned, was great- 
ly compenfated by a very large ba- 
lance of commerce in favour of 
this kingdom, greater than was 

ever 
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ever known in any preceding pe- 
riod. The value of the exports of 
the laft year, amounted, according 
to the valuation on which the ac- 
counts of the infpector-general are 
founded, to 30,424,1841. which is 
more than double what it was in 
any year of the American war, and 
one third more than it was on an 
average during the laft peace, pre- 
vious to the year 1792; and though 
the value of the imports to this 
country has, during the fame pe- 
riod, greatly increafed, the excefs 
of the value of the exports above 
that of the imports, which confti- 
tutes the balance of trade, has aug- 
mented even in a greater propor- 
tion. 

It is particularly obfervable, that 
the exports to Germany alone, for 
the two laft years, have amounted 
to more than $,000,000l. annual- 
ly; when in time of peace they did 
not ufually amount to more than 
31,900,0001. And thofe exports to 
Germany exceed an amount, by at 
leaft 2,600,000. the whole that was 
annually exported in time of peace 
to France, Flanders, Holland, and 
Germany. . 

The Houfe will fee in the evi- 
dence of Mr. Irving much infor- 
mation, for the purpofe of fhewing 
that all our principal articles of ex- 
port, particularly thofe which con- 
fift of Britifh manufactures, are 
greatly under-rated in their value, 
as well as many capital articles of 
import. Coffee is the only mate- 
‘ial article which appears to be 
over-rated in the books of the in- 
fpector-general,; it is more over- 
rated on exportation, than on im- 
portation. The valuation upon 
which the accounts of the infpec- 
org neral are founded, was fettled 
in the year 1696 or 1697, when the 
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prices of all thefe articles were 
greatly inferior to what they are at 
prefent, and before our manufac- 
tures had received the improve- 
ments which have been made in 
them of late years ; fo that the real 
value both of our imports and ex- 
ports, particularly of the latter, is 
certainly confiderably higher than 
is {tated in his accounts. The 
Houfe will alfo fee many excellent 
obfervations, in the evidence of this 
gentleman, for the purpofe of cor- 
reGting the manner of taking the 
true balance of our trade. He ob- 
ferves, that in forming this balance, 
many articles of import are ftated 
as unfavourable to this country, 
when they are, in fact, acceffions of 
wealth, fuch as the produce of our 
various fifheries, and a confiderable 
part of the imports from our pof- 
feffions in the Eaft and Weft Indies. 
The whole of the produce of thefe 
fifheries is certainly an acceflion of 
national wealth.. So much thereof 
as is imported direély into this 
country, muft be confidered as an 
increate of ftock to it: the value of 
fuch parts as are fent direétly from 
the fifhing places to foreign coun= 
tries, and fold there, is either res 
mitted in bills of exchange, which 
is wealth; or it is laid out in the 
purchafe of commodities, to be im- 
ported into this country, which is 
an increafe of ftock. This produce 
is procured, not by any wealth fent 
from this country, but by the ad- 
venturous enterprize of our fifher- 
men; and the value of fuch pro- 
duce, when it is fent directly from 
the fifhing places to foreign coun- 
tries, cannot appear in any cuftom- 
houfe account. In like manner, 
a confiderable part of the imports 
from the Eaft and Weft . Indies 
ought not to be ftated, in the ba- 
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lance of our commerce, as unfa- 
vourable to this country, particu- 
larly fuch parts of the inveftments 
in the Eaft Indies as are purchafed 
by the revenues of the Britith fet- 
tlements there; as well as thofe 
parts which are imported either 
from the Eaft or Weft Indies, for 
the purpofe of remitting private 
fortunes acquired there, or as the 
incomes of perfons who, having 
eftates or mortgages in the Weft 
Indies, refide and {pend their in- 
comes in Great Britain. The va- 
lue of fuch part of thefe imports as 
is re-exported, will appear on the 
export fide of the account, and 
ferves to balance the value of the 
fame articles, as {tated on the im- 
port fide; and the whole of the 
mercantile profit, which they leave 
behind, is in itfelf a confiderable 
acceffion of wealth to this kingdom, 
that cannot appear in the cuftom- 
houfe accounts. 

Mr. Irving has delivered it as his 
opinion, that the true balance of 
our trade amounted, on a medium 
of the four years preceding January 
1796, to upwards of 6,500,0001. per 
annum, exclufive of the profits a- 
wifing from our Eaft and Weft In- 
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dia trade, which he eftimates at up- 
wards of 4,000,000l. per annum; 
and exclufive of the profits derived 
from our fifheries. 

But whatever uncertainty may 
ftill remain, in forming an eftimate 
of the true balance of our com- 
merce in any particular yéar, the 
accounts of the infpector-general of 
imports and exports, ferve at leaft 
to afford a good comparative ftate 
of the amount of our commerce in 
different years; for it is fair to pre- 
fume, that the defects are not 
greater in the accounts of one year 
than of another. 

Great however as this balance of 
commerce may appear, it would 
have been ftill greaterin a very con- 
fiderable degree, but from the un- 
ufual fearcity of grain, which made 
it neceflary both for government 
and individuals to import large 
quantities of grain, for the relief of 
the inhabitants of this kingdom. 
In an account delivered by Mr. 
Claude Scott, an eminent corn fac- 
tor, it appears, that for the three 
years preceding January 5th, 1797, 
there were paid to foreign coun- 
tries, for grain imported into this 
kingdom, the following fums, viz. 


aes ae) 0 Li 1,983,856 
In 1795 ae Se ge 1,535,672 
In 1796 — eae 3,926,484 
7,446,012 

Add, imported in 1793, as eftimated by Mr. Scott in his evi- 
dence before the Committee — ~ 1,500,000 
Total’ 8,946,012 


This balance of commerce was alfo rendered lefs favourable, by the 


great fums paid for naval ftores during the war, beyond what are ufually 
paid in time of peace. It appears by an account prefented by the Com- 
miffioners of his Majefty’s navy, that the value of naval ftores, imported 
on 
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on account of his Majefty’s navy, in the four years previous to 1797, 


amounted to . 


L.7,825,876 


And in the four years preceding 1793, amount- 


_— 


ed only to. 


2,500,139  Excefs 
—L. 5,325,737 


And it appears by an account prefented, of the amount of 
bills drawn on the Commifhioners for victualling, from 
- foreign parts, in the four years ending the 5th of Ja- 


. nuary 1797, that they amounted to 


And in the four years ending the 5th of Ja- 


- nuary 1793, to 


- Though it cannot be doubted 
that the balance of our trade, even 
with thefe deductions, muft have 
brought great wealth in various ar- 
ticles of commerce, into this king- 
dom, and that unufual quantities of 
foreign merchandize mutt, in con- 
fequence thereof, have been depo- 
fited in it; yet it may be doubted, 
whether it brought fo great a quan- 
tity of the precious metals, to be 
converted into coin, as in former 
periods; for it appears in the evi- 
dence of Sir John Hort, who was 
his Majefty’s Conful General in 
Portugal for twenty-nine years, and 
of Mr. Whitmore, an eminent Por- 
tugal merchant, that the importa- 
tion of gold and filver bullion from 
Lifbon into this kingdom, has been 
lefs than it was formerly: and that 
the exchange between Lifbon and 
London, which ufed formerly to be 
greatly in favour of London, has of 

te, froma variety of circumftances, 
-been fometimes in favour of, and 
fometimes againft, this country; 
and for the laft three years, more a- 
gainft this country than in its fa- 
vour, from caufes which are fully 
explained in the evidence of thofe 
gentlemen. Mr, Whitmore adds, 
that the quantity of filver which 


1,368,921 

ae 134,629 
Par BO Wl L200) 
Total Excefs L. 6,560,029 


has of late been imported, has 
greatly exceeded the quantity of 
gold. But as the Mint price of 
filver bullion has been, during 
nearly the whole of the prefent 
century, confiderably lefs than the 
market price of this precious metal, 
the filver bullion fo imported could 
not be converted into coin, but af- 
ter having left a quantity fufficient 
for the ufe of our manufaétures, 
muft have again been exported; and 
did not contribute in the fmalleft 
degree to augment the coin of this 
kingdom. 

The accounts prefented by the 
officers. of the Mint, of the quantity 
of bullion coined in the laft four 
years, fhew that the quantity coin- 
ed at the Mint in 1795, amounted 
only to 493,416l. and in 1796 to 
464,6801.. which is not more than a 
fixth of what was brought to the 
Mint to be coined in the two pre- 
ceding years, and greatly inferior 
to what had been coined, upon an 
average of the former years of his 
Majetty’s reign. 

By an account prefented by Mr. 
Irving, of the quantity of bullion 
exported from this country from the 
year 1790 to 1796 both inclufive, 
it appears that the quantity of gold 
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bullion exported on an average in 
the four laft years, being years of 
war, is nota third of what was an- 
nually exported on an average in 
the three preceding years of peace; 
and that the quantity of filver bul- 
lion exported in the four laft years, 
being years of war, is alfo not a 
third of what was annually export- 
ed on an average in the three pre- 
ceding years of peace; and this ac- 
count receives a certaim degree of 
confirmation, from the accounts de- 
livered in by the Eaft India Com- 
pany, of the amount of Spanifh 
dollars exported by the Company, 
or permitted by the Company to 
be exported by private perfons; 
which prove that in the laft three 
years the amount of Spanifh dollars 
exported has been lefs than ufual. 

The Committee wifhed to throw 
farther light on this fubjeét, by ob- 
taining an account of the amount of 
gold and filver coin or bullion im- 
ported into this kingdom in the be- 
fore-mentioned periods; but they 
find that, by a law paffed in the 
15th year of the reign of his late 
Majefty Charles II. ch. 7. fec. 12. 
coin and bullion are exempted from 
entry at the cuftom-houfe, on im- 
portation into this kingdom; fo 
that the officers of the cuftoms 
could not produce an account of 
any fuch importation. 

There are, however, other cir- 
cumftances in evidence before the 
Commitiee, which may have con- 
tributed to render lefs perceptible, 
hitherto at leaft, the advantages 
arifing from the influx of wealth 
into this kingdom, in confequence 
cf 2 favourable balance of trade, 

It was obferved by Henry Thorn- 
ton, Efa.. (and it is indeed felf-evi- 


dent) that in proportion as the:com- , 


merce of this country increafes, a 
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‘greater capital is neceffary for care 


rying iton; and alfo, that any given 
quantity of commerce, in time of 
war, by the increafed expences of 
freight, infurance, and mercantile 
charges, requires a greater capital 
than the fame quantity of commerce 
in time of peace. Thefe two cir- 
cumftances muft have had confider- 
able influence, in the courfe of the 
laft three years upon the circulat- 
ing cafh and paper of the kingdom, 
efpecially when it is confidered, 
that, from caufes already affigned, 
the circulation of paper was confi- 
derably diminifhed; and Mr. Bo- 
fanquet, a Bank Direétor, in affign- 
ing the canfes of the great preflure 
on the Bank, for the want of cafh, 
in the year 1783, is of opinion that 
the drain of cafh at that time pro- 
ceeded from the great extenfion of 
commerce which followed the 
peace, and which occafioned fo 
large an export of the commodities 
of this country, that the circulation 
was hardly fuflicient to fupport it. 
It appears, laftly, by the evidence 
of the Bank Directors, that in con- 
fequence of the long credit given 
by our merchants, the payments for 
the great quantities of our manu- 
faétures, produce, and other merch- 
andize exported, do not take place 
till a confiderable time after their 
exportation, though a great addi- 
tional capital has been previoufly 
employed in providing the articles 
fo exported. The balance of pay- 
ments, which arifes out of the ba- 
lance of trade, is neceflarily pofte- 
vior to it; and in countries like 
Great Britain, where long credits 
are given, it may not produce its 
full effeét upon our circulation for 
a confiderable time. i 
The refult of all the various cir- 
cumftances before ftated, does not 


appear 
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appear, on the whole, to have pro- 
duced any permanent difadvan- 
tageous effect on the cafh of the 
Bank, till the month of September, 
¥795: The cafh of the Bank had, 
indeed, been much lower than u- 
fual in March and June 1793; but 
it rofe in the September of that year 
nearly to its hve average. From 
September, 1795, however, it con- 
tinued progrefiively declining, fo as 
to be, during the whole of the year 
179% confiderably lefs than in the 
year 1795, but not lower at the end 
of 1796 than in the middle of that 
year; and in the commencement of 
the prefent year ftill lefs than in the 
year 1796-~—and in the: week pre- 
ceding the iffuing of the Order of 
Council, it diminifhed rapidly: It 
was not, however, even at that pe- 
riod, in any degree fo low as in the 
year 1783, and particularly in the 
month of October of that year. 
The conferences between the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer and 
the Governor and Deputy Gover- 
nor of the Bank, on the apprehen- 
fions they entertained of the dimi- 
nution of their cafh, and the repre- 
fentations made by them, from time 
to time, on the effect which foreign 
loans and remittances had on the 
ftate of their cafh, will appear by 
the evidence of the faid Governor 
and Deputy Governor, and other 
Directors of the Bank, when they 
attended the Committee, either as 
a deputation or in their individual 
capacity, as well as from the mi- 
nutes of thofe conferences, and the 
copies of the refolutions delivered 
by them to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer:—It will appear alfo, 
from the evidence of the’Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, and from let- 
ters written by him to the Governor 
of the Bank; all which are inferted 
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in this report, and to which thé 
Committee think it more proper to 
refer the Houfe, than to give a fum- 
mary of them. 

The accounts before inferted, 
and the evidence juft referred to, » 
will alfo fhew what was the nature 
of the advances made by the Bank 
to government—upon what funds 
or credit they were made—what. 
was their amount at different peri- 
ods—how far the amount of thofe 
advances, during the prefent war, 
have ufually exceeded thofe made 
in time of peace—how far they 
have exceeded thofe made in the 
laft war—and whether they were 
greater or lefs, immediately previ- 
6us to iffuing the Order in Council 
of the 26th of February, than at 
any preceding period. eo a, 
~ The Committee were defirous of 
throwing farther light on this fub- 
ject, by laying before the Houfe 
fome accurate account of the ex- 
changes between Gre:z.t Britain and 
other countries ; as thefe, when they 
can be'correétly afcertained, afford 
a good criterion of the balance of 
payments between Great Britain 
and other countries, and thereby 
fhew, whether there is reafon to 
conclude that any coin or bullion 
have been exported or imported. 
At prefent, the only places with 
which there fubfifts any regular 
courfe of exchange with Great 
Britain, are Lifbon and Hamburgh. 
At this laft place, a great proportion 
of ithe accounts between Great Bri- 
tain and the northern parts of Eu- 
rope, is now fettled and paid. The 
par of exchange with Lifbon can 
be accurately ftated; itis 672. It 
has already been fhewn fror the 
evidence of Sir John Hort and Mr. 
Whitmore, how far the exchange 
between London and Lifbon has 
been 


106 


been of late to the difadvantage of 
this country; and their account of 
it is fully confirmed by a ftatement 
of the courfe of exchange taken 
from Caftaing’s papers, inferted in 
this report. 

With refpeé to the exchange be- 
tween Great Britain and Hamburgh, 
the Committee have not been able 
to decide, to their fatisfaction, what 
is the actual par of exchange be- 
tween London and Hamburgh. 
The witneffes they have examined 
have widely differed with refpeé to 
the par of exchange between thofe 

laces. The Committee, however, 
a inferted in the minutes of the 
evidence, the anfwers of Mr. Boyd 

to two queftions put to him, and a 
paper prefented to this Committee 
by one of the members of it, which 
throw confiderable light on this in- 
tricate fubject, and will account, in 
fome degree, for the difficulty the 
Committee had experienced in de- 
termining, with fufficient accuracy, 
the par of this exchange. 

The mercantile accounts in Ham- 
burgh and London have a reference 
to different metals. Silver appears 
to be the common coin of Ham- 
burgh, and gold is, in that place 
rather to be confidered as a commo- 
dity. Gold is the mercantile coin 
of Great Britain, and filver has 
been for many years only a commo- 
dity, which has no fixed price, and 
is very rarely carried to the Mint to 
be coined, “but varies according to 
the demand for it at the market. 
The market price of thefe precious 
metals appears alfo to have an in- 
fluence on the Banco money of 
Hamburgh, in which the exchange 
are reckoned—It is probable. that 

thefe circumftances is to be im- 
p uted the difficulty of determining 
; he par of exchange between Lon+ 
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don and Hamburgh. On the pre- 
fent fubjeét, therefore, all that the 
Committee can fay with certainty 
is, that according to the evidence of 
the Governor of the Bank of Eng- 
land (which is confirmed by a paper 
annexed) the exchange with Ham-> 
burgh ceafed to be unfavourable to 
this country in March 1796, became 
more favourable in the month of 
October laft, and that it continued 
favourable till the 26th of February, 
when the Order of Council was if- 
fued, and that it continues fo ftill. » 

The Committee have hitherto 
ftated the feveral points relating to 
the more remote caufes by which 
the circulation of the kingdom and 
the general ftate of the Bank may 
have been affected. They proceed 
now to thofe which immediately 
preceded the 26th of February laft, 


and more direétly contributed to the 


neceflity of the Order of Council 
which was iffued on that day. 

It appears from the evidence of 
Mr. Ellifon, that a few weeks pre- 
vious to the 26th of February, two 
great mercantile banks at Newcaftle 
{topped payment in cafh, owing to 
the effeét of a local alarm, fimuilar, 
as ftated by this gentleman, to that 
in 1793, which occafioned moft of 
the country bankers to draw large 
fums of money from the metropolis, 
and induced them to keep in ftore 
larger quantities of fpecie than be- 
fore the year 1793, in order to 
make their payments, if fuch fhould 
be required of them. Mr. Thorn- 
ton confirms in general this account 
given by Mr. Ellifon. He agrees 
aifo with Mr. Ellifon with refpect 
to the demand for cafh made on the 
metropolis by the country bankers, 
for the purpofe of being fent to 
different parts of the kingdom; 
where it is partly kept by the 

country 
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country bankers for the ufes before 
mentioned, and partly drawn out 
of their hands by individuals, to be 
hoarded. 

It appears by the evidence of 
Mr. Thornton, that there was, at 
this time, alfo a demand of cafh to 
be fent from the metropolis to 
Scotland. 

But thofe demands for cafh, from 
the diftant parts of the kingdom, 
were not the only caufes of the 
embarraffments of the Bank of 
England at this period. It is flated 
in an account delivered by Mr. Pu- 
get, one of the Directors of the 
Bank of England, and agent for the 
Bank of Ireland, that in the com- 
mencement of the year 1797 there 
was an unufual demand of cafh 
made on the Bank of Englend to be 
fent to Ireland; and that there was 
an expeétation of a loan intended 
to be raifed in Great Britain, for 
the fervice of Ireland, which would 
neceffarily have occafioned the ex- 
portation of a confiderable quan- 
tity of coin from the metropolis to 
the latter kinedom. It is proper to 
add, that the kingdom of Ireland 
appears, for fome weeks previous 
to the iffuing the Order of Councii 
ef the 26th of February, to have 
experienced a great want of cafh, 
fimilar to that which was experi- 
enced in Great Britain. — 

There is a circumftance that 
throws confiderable light on one at 
-leaft of the principal caufes which 
produced this great demand for cafh 
on the bank. It appears by the 
account of the ftate of the cafh at 
the Bank at different periods, as 
laid before the Committee, that the 
greateft drain of cafh which the 
Bank has experienced, fubfequent 
to the year 1783, was in March and 
June 1793, that is, a fhort time af- 
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ter the failure of the country banks 
in that year; and in the commence- 
ment of the month of February of 
this year, that is a fhort time after 
the Newcaftle bank ftopped pay- 
ment in cafh, and when the alarms 
before ftated produced great de- 
mands for cafh from different parts 
of the country: So that, in both 
thofe periods, the fame caufe ap- 
pears to have produced an effect 
nearly fimilar, that is, a very un- 
ufual drain of cafh from the Bank. 
The increafed demand for cafh 
muft bear a proportion to the de- 
creafe of any other fort of circula- 
tion that is a fubftitute for it. The 
Committee will prefently fhew to 
what degree the circulation of the 
notes of the Bank of England had 
been diminifhed, immediately pre- 
vious to the 26th February laft. 
With refpe& to the decreafe of 
country bank bills in circulation, 
Mr. Thornton, who appears to have 
collected his evidence from feveral 
parts of the kingdom with great ac- 
curacy, was defired by .the Com- 
mittee to deliver in an account of 
the proportion in which, according 
to his information, country bank 
bills circulated in different parts of 
the kingdom before the failures in 
1793; at a period fubfequent to 
that year; and at the prefent time. 
This account may be feen at large 
in the evidence; but the refult 1s, 
that at the prefent time the circula- 
tion of thefe bills is in one part of 
the kingdom not more than about a 
third; in another, not more than 
half; and in a third, but a fixth of 
what was in circulation before the 
year 1793: and the Committee 
have already endeavoured to fhew, 
in a former part of this fummary, 
to what degree the means of coins 
ing, and, in confequence thereof, 
the 
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regular fupply of new coin (which 
alone could fill up the void occafi- 
oned by the decreafe of circulating 
paper) had diminithed of late years. 

From the evidence of the Go- 

. vernor of the Bank, and from the 
report of the laft Sccret Committee 
which has been laid before this 
Committee, it appears that it was 
not fingly the diminifhed flate of 
their cafh which gave the Dire¢tors 
any great alarm; the Governor 
and Mr: Bofanquet rather impute 
this alarm to the progrefflively in- 
creafing demands for cafh upon 
them, particularly in the week pre- 
ceding the 26th of February, and 
to the reafons they had to appre- 
hend that thefe demands, and the 
confequent progrefiive reduction of 
cafh would continue, and even in- 
creafe: and they add, that this 
drain was in great part owing to 
demands for cafh from the country, 
fuch demands being made upon the 
Bank indireétly from the country, 
but directly from the bankers of 
London, who were to fupply the 
country. 

The Directors of the Bank, un- 
der the impreffion which thefe a- 
larms and embarraffments had oc- 
cafioned, appear to have judged it 
prudent to diminifh their notes in 
circulation, and the confequent de- 
mands that might come upon them, 
fo as to make the demands more 
nearly correfpond with the ftate of 
their cafh. It will be feen, in the 
accounts prefented to the Commit- 
tee, of the amount of bank-notes in 
circulation at different periods, that 
the average amount of thefe notes in 
circulation, for feveral years previ- 
ous to the end of the year 1796, may 
be ftated at between 10,000,0001. 
and 11,000,000l. hardly ever fall- 
ing below 9,000,000. and not often 
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exceeding, to any great. amount, 
11,000,0001. It will appear, by 
one of the afore - mentioned ac- 
counts, that in the latter end of the 
year 1796, and in the beginning of 
1797, the amount of bank notes in 
circulation was lefs than the average 
before ftated; and on the 25th of 
February laft it was reduced to 
8,640,250. 

It is true, that in an account pre- 
fented to the Committee, of the 
amount of bank notes in circula- 
tion in the years 1782, 1783, and 
1784, the quantity was then gene- 
rally even lefs than the fum laft 
mentioned; but at that time the fo- 
reign commerce of the kingdom 
was not even one half of what it is 
at prefent, as will be feen in the ac- 
count of imports and exports in- 
ferted in this report. 

It is not probable that the re- 
duction of bank notes to 8,640,250l. 
immediately previous to the iffuing 
the Order in Council of the 26th 
of February, was owing to any di- 
minution of the demands for them; 
for at that time the merchants of 
London were fubjeét to difficulties, 
from not being able to get their 
bills difcounted. 

The Directors of the Bank had, 
on the 31ft of December 1795, 
come to a refolution to. diminifh 
their difcounts; but notwithftand- 
ing that refolution, they did not di- 
minifh the amount of their dif- 
counts in the courfe of the year 
1796, compared with what they 
were in 1785, but had rather in- 
creafed them; not, however, to 
fuch an extent as to make them 
correfpond with the wants of the 
commercial world. A confiderable 
degree of diftrefs confequently en- 
fued; which diftrefs may alfo be 
imputed to another caufe in evi- 

dence 
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dence before the Committee. By 
law, no man is to take more than 
51. percent. intereft for money lent 
or advanced by him; and this re- 
ftriétion is underftood to apply to 
bankers in the bufinefs of difcount- 
ing; fo that in time of war, when a 
much greater intereft than 51. per 
cent. can be made of money, upon 
government fecurities, the difcounts 
which merchants obtain from bank- 
ers and other individuals, are ne- 
ceffarily much diminifhed, and they 
are forced, on that account, to re- 
fort direétly to the Bank. 

Some of the perfons whom the 
Committee examined on this part 
of the fubject, have expreffed a 
ftrong opinion of the inconvenience 
produced by the conduct of the 
Bank in diminifhing their notes in 
circulation, and in reftricting their 
difcounts. 

One of thefe perfons is of opinion 
that an increafed quantity of bank 
notes, proportioned to the increafed 
occafion for them, muft tend to pre- 
vent a demand for guineas rather 
than to promote it; and that if the 
Swed of notes iffued is very con- 

derably lefs than the occafions of 
the mercantile world require, a run 
upon the Bank will be the confe- 
guence. He is of opinion alfo, 
that the Direétors of the Bank do 
not avail themfelves of the full ex- 
tent of their credit; and that the 
caution neceflary to be obferved by 
private bankers in the amount of 
their bills, does not apply to the cafe 
of the Bank of England, for feveral 
reafons which he affigns. A great 
quantity of bank notes, in his opi- 
nion, is abfolutely neceffary for the 
circulation of the metropolis; and 
“that in this refpect it is immaterial 
whether thefe notes are iffied for 
advances made to government, or 
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in difcounts to private perfons; ex- 

cept, that in the laft cafe, thofe 

whofe bills are difcounted to a 

greater extent, may fuppofe that. 
more reliefis granted to them. He_ 
allows, however, ‘that 2s the Bank 

difcounts, even in time of war, at 

5l. per cent. there may bea greater 

difpofition to borrow of the Bank at 

5l. per cent. than it may be prudent 
always for the Bank to comply 

with. : 

Another of thofe gentlemen is of 
opinion, that the refolution of the 
Bank to reftri@ their difcounts, ex- 
cited an alarm and diftruft that led 
to an increafe of the drain of their 
cafh; that it has contributed alfo to 
the forced fale and depreciation of 
public fecurities, and to other em- 
barraflments occafioned by an in- 
fufficient fupply of bank notes and 
cafh; which fupply has not kept 
pace with the demand arifing from 
the employment and circulation of 
active capital, particularly for the 
laft fifteen months: And he alfo is 
of opinion that it would not fignify 
maierially to the public, whether the 
quantum of bank notes introduced 
into circulation was created by dif- 
counting bills for the merchants, or 
by advances to government. 

The Committee have judged it 
right to ftate the caufes afligned by 
thefe gentlemen, of the diftrefs that 
has lately prevailed from the want 
of futficient means of circulation 
in commercial tranfactions. The 
Committee, however, do not mean 
to decide whether the Bank Direc- 
tors might not have folid reafons for 
their conduét in this refpect, or to 
conyey any opinion on this doubtful 
and delicate queftion; but conceive 
it their duty to call the attention of 
the Houfe to a point of fo great 
importance, and refer the Houfe to 

the 
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the arguments ftated more at large 
in the evidence. 

The Committee have thus gone 
through the chief points which have 
occurred in their enquiry refpecting 
the caufes which produced the 
Order in Council of the 26th of 
February laft, as refulting from the 
evidence taken by them, and the 
accounts laid before them. They 
fubmit the fame to the confideration 
of the Houfe; but as the minutes of 
their proceedings are inferted in the 
former part of this report, and as 
the Houfe is thereby poffeffed of 
the evidence on the whole of this 
fubje&, in great detail, the mem- 
bers of it will be enabled to fupply 
any omiffions, and to correét an 
detects which may be found in this 
fummary. 

The Committee being defirous 
of confining themfelves to thofe 
matters on which they have thought 
proper to call evidence, and fenfible 
of the difficulty (even at all times) 
of appreciating the extent and influ 
* ence of alarm, forbear from advert- 
ing to the effects produced upon the 
fate of pecuniary tranfactions and 
circulation, by the apprehenfions of 
invafion generally prevalent towards 
the clofe of the lait year, and in the 
beginning of the prefent, but of 
which the operations muft doubt- 
lefs have been confiderable. Nor 
will they attempt to eftimate how 
far the interruption given to the 
banking operations of many great 
commercial cities, by the troubles 
and calamities which have agitated 
Europe, and the entire ruin of ma- 
ny commercial houfes and eftab- 
lifhments, may have tended to. de- 
range the accuftomed courfe and 
confidence of general circulation. 

The Committee think it fuff- 
cient merely to enumerate the con- 
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fiderations of fuch general notoriety, 
and to fubmit them, without farther 
obfervation, to the wifdom of the 
Houfe. 


An Account of all Bills drawn o the 

Treafury from the ifland of St. Domin- 
2% fa the Commencement of the War 
to the late? period fuch an account can 
be made out. 


Amount of bills drawn from or on 
account of the ifland of St. Do- 
mingo, prefented at the Treafury 
in the years 

1794 
1795 
1796 
and 
1797 
to 1ft of May. 


L. 4,383,596 8 2 


Cuanrues Lone. 
Treafury Chambers, 
May 11th, 1797. 


A return of the deaths and cafual- 
ties which have taken place in 
the Britifh forces, and in the 
forces in Britifh pay, ferving in 
the ifland of St. Domingo, from 
the commencement of the war 
to the 3oth of September, 1796, 
as far as the famecan be made up. 


Briti/h Forces. 


Dead .- - 7,580 
Difcharged - 333 
Deferted - 123 


Forces in Briti/h Pay. 
Dead, Difcharged, and Deferted, 
1,067. 
N. B. Few of the returns of the 
foreign corps diftinguith the deaths 
from the other cafualties. 


W. Winpuam 
War Office, 
May 5th, 1797. 
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Produce of the feveral Duties in the Year ended 5th January 1797, applicable to 
wards defraying the additional Charge created anno 1793. 


L. Ss. ae 
Britifh {pirits, anno 1791, continued anno 1793 ~ 23,977 +0 O 
Foreign fpirits — ditto ditto 142,836 0 O 


166,813 0 0 


Produce of whe feveral Duties in the Year ended 5th January 1197, apflicable to- 
wards defraying the additioal Charge created anno 1794.. 


1. 5. & 
Sugar, anno 1791, continued anno 1794 - - 239,653 18 4 
Licences for killing game, anno 1791, continued ditto 8,984 1 4 
101. per cent. on affefled taxes, anno 1791,continued ditto 97,449 6 8 


Bills and receipts, anno 1791, after referving 128,600l. 
carried to the confolidated fund, being the annual 


average produce of former duties there repealed 48,951 3 9 
Diftillers licences, anno 1794, after referving 36,0001. 

per annum, to be carried to the confolidated fund 
_ for ditto - - - - . CR (a i 
Paper duty, anno 1794, (excife) after referving . 

75,0001. per ann. ditto - - = 89,958 0 0 
Ditto (cuftoms) - - ws eee 6,605 8 105 
Slates and ftones, anno 1794 - - - 17,830.18 10$ 
Attornies articles, ditto - - - 20,037 | 2+9 
Bricks and tiles, ditto (cuftoms) - - - 2h OF 
Ditto (excife) - - - 61,540. 0 0 
Glafs, anno'1794 hos : e 42,333. 0. 0° - 
Britith {pirits, ditto - - “i.” £23, 5840. 0 0 
Foreign ditto - - : 149,939 0 O 


ee 


; . 807,077, 1 2 
Additional charge created anno 1794 773,324 0 0 


a ee 


Surplus in the year ended 5th January 1797 33,753 0 5 


a ee 


Produce of the feveral Duties in the Year ended 5th January 1797, applicable to- 
wards defraying the additional Charge created anue 1795. 


nie bh Bs ake 
Britifh {plrits, anno 1795 . : = S99, 169 Oo 
Foreign ditto . :- .%-Bin =. 2 cee 
Cocoa and coffee, ditto : - ‘. 15,319. 0 O 
Tea, ditto =, + - - - 200,107, 0 OQ 
Wines, anno 1795 - - - 432,689 O O 
Sweets, ditto - - - - 9,443 0 0. 


Carried over 831,786 0. a. 


> 
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i. Sait ie 
Brought forward 831,786 0 Q 
Ship policies, 1795 - - . - 97,109 4. 1 
Receipts, ditto - - . Sy gh ABSA SS ia 
Stamps, ditto - - - - - 48,465 13 7 
Hair-powder certificates, ditto - - 184,216 3 O° 
Fruit, filk, &c. ditto - 4 E 104,028 19 5 
Coals, ditto - - 20,094 13 24 
Taken out of the duty on oftige of letters, being the 
computed annual reals of that revenue, by reafon 
of the rein ds in ERARINE) asin ie to act 35 
Geo. II. 40,000 0 O 
1,332,794 19 4 
Additional charge created anno 1795 1,227,415. 3°11 


Surplus in the year ended 5th January 1797 105,379 15 5¢ 


Produce of the feveral Duties in the Year ended 5th January 1797, applicable ta. 
wards defraying the additional Charge created anno 1796. 


I, Sede 
Tobacco, fnuff, &c. anno 1796 - - ' 164,015 0 O 
Horfe-dealers licences, ditto - ~ - 931 12 0 
Wine ditto (cuftoms)  _ - ~ - 101,522 15 10 
Ditto (excife) - - - - 98,165 0 O 
Sweets, ditto . - - - 2,325 0 0 
Legacies, ditto, after referving 10, 2691. 15s. carried to 
the confolidated fund, being the annual average pro- 7 
duce of former duties then repealed - - 000 
Hats, ditto, after referving 9,479]. 11s. carried to the 
confolidated fund for ditto - - 000 
10l. per cent. on affeffed taxes, anno 1796 - 47,833 15 8% 
Horfes, ditto - . 16,930 0 O 
2s. duty on ditto, not otherwife chargeable - 19,475 0 O 
Dogs, anno 1796 4,770 0 O 
Computed annual faving to the public, by reducing the 
allowance for wafte on falt, &c. 32,000 0 0 
Brought from the confolidated duties of disse being 
- the computed annual faving to the public on account 
of the allowance for drawbacks on the exportation of 
- fugar, being difcontinued in the year 1796 116,676 5. 8. 


604,644 9 9 


JAMES FISHER. 
Exchequer, 
. 9th day of March, 1797. 
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No. I. — Copy of a Refolution of the 
Court of Directors of the Bank of 
England, dated December the 3d, 
1795. Moved for by Mr. Sheridan. 


Refolved, That -the following 


¢efolution of the court be commu-’ 


nicated! to the Chancellor of the 
Bxchequer. 

That the Court: of, Directors, 
after a very folemn deliberation, 
adequate to the importance of: the 
fubje&, axeunanimoufly of opinion, 
that. fhould_fuch..a loan * take 
place, they are but too well ground- 
ed, in: declaring (from the actual 
effects.of the Emperor’s laft loan, 
and the continued drains of  fpecie 
and bullion they ftill experience) 
that they have the moft cogent rea- 
fons to apprehend very moment- 
ous and alarming confequences, 
They are, therefore, led to hope, 
(after‘expreffing their acknowledg- 
ments to the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, for having hinted that the 
welfare and fafety of the Bank 
fhould in this matter fuperfede 
every other confideration) that he 
will be pleafed to lay afide the 
adoption of fuch a meafure, which, 
they beg leave to repeat, would be 
in their opinion moft:fatal in its 
confequences. 


No. Il. —-Cofy of an Opinion of the 
“Committee of the Treafury, January 
the 14th, 1796. : 


It,is the opinion of the Commit- 
tee of the 


vernor and Deputy Governor fheuld 
reprefent to the Chancellor, of, 


the Exchequer, Tha. they cannot.. 


Jock upon the fcheme of affiftin 
the Emperor to raife a loan in Ger- 
many, by 1 the guarantee of the par- 


-ARRENDIX TO 


‘jects from taking any fhare therein; 


reafury,. that, the Go- . 


liament of Great Britain, in any 
light which will not, one way or 
other, be detrimental to this coun-- 
try, even if a law were, paffed by, 
parliament to prevent Britifh fub- 


That fuch a call for money in Ger-: 
many will occafion demands of it, 
from. hence: Germans, Italians, 
and other foreign capitalifts, who 
have property.here, will be induced 
to draw it away. People in Hel- 
land, who, by the late ‘acts, have 
money locked up here, may go to 
Germany and draw for it from 
thence. That funds, which would 
otherwife be employed in fpecula- 
tions of trade with England, may, 
by fuch an opportunity, of inveft- 
ment at home, be diverted from the 
one to. the other purpofe: That» 
the exchange between this country 
and Hamburgh may be much afs 
fected by it: That, in fpite of le- 
gal prohibitions, it is to be appre- _ 
hended that fome people here: 

would take fhares in fuch a nego- 
tiation, under the names of. their: 
foreigncorrefpondents. Fromthefe: 
and other caufes, they are. fully of 
opinion, that the. Governor and 
Deputy Governor can give no ad- 
vice to Mr. Pitt in favour of fuch 
a meafure; which is indeed..of a 
wide political extent, and beyond. 
the line. of their duty to judge of. 


No. IL. — Cofy of @ Refolution, dated, 

- the Vth of February, 1796. 
Refolved, That it is the opinion. 

of this. court, founded upon its 


-experience of ‘the:.effeéts of the 


late imperial loan, that if any fur- 


g ther loan or advance of money to 


the Emperor, or to any other fo- 
reign ftate, fhould, in the prefent 


* Viz. A loan of 3,0090,090l. to the Emperor, 


fate: 


THE CHRONICLE. 


ftate of affairs take place, it will, 
in all probability, prove fatal to the 
Bank of England. — The Court of 
Directors dotherefore moft earneft- 
ly deprecate the adoption of any 


fuch meafure; and they folemnly - 


proteft againftany refponfibility for 
_ the calamitous confequences. that 
may follow thereupon.—Refolved, 
That the Governor and Deputy 
Governor do communicate thefe 
refolutions to the Chancellor of his 
Majefty’s Exchequer. 


Anfrvers of the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer to the Two Refolutions of the Court 
of Direétors of the Bank, of the 3d of 
December, 1795, and 11th of Febru- 
ary, 1796, on the Jubject of an Impe- 
rial Loan. 

Anfuer to the firft.—The Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer having per- 
ufed the refolution with great 
attention, repeatedly faid, that cer- 
tainly, as matters were there ftated, 
he fhould not think at prefent of 
bringing forward fuch a meafure; 
adding, that though’ he fhould, in 
opening the budget, make it known 
that he made referve with the pre- 
fent contractors for the loan, to 
permit the Emperor’s raifing three 
millions, fhould circumftances re- 

uire it, he fhould lay afide all 

. thoughts of it, unlefs the fituation 
of things, relative to the Barty 

fhould fo alter as to render fuch’a 

loan of no importance or incon- 
venience to them in perfpeétive. 
The Governor promifed him, that 
fhould fuch a change take place, 
and he fhould wifh for the adop- 
tion of fuch a meafure, he certainly 
would communicate it to him with 
pleafure. — Mr. Pitt withed’ very 
much to have the eed left with 
him, for the purpofe of communi- 
Cating its contents to the cabinet, 


Irg 


if he found it neceflary ; promifing, 
that no one fhould have a fight of . 
it elfewhere, and thatif the Gover- - 
nor would call upon him in two 
or three days, he would return it to 
him, 

Anfwer to the fecond.—Mr. Pitt re- 
plied, That after the repeated inti- 
mations which he had given to the 
Governor and Deputy Governor 
of the Bank, that no further loan 
to the Emperor would be refolved 
on without previous communication 
with the Bank, and due confidera- 
tion of the ftate of their circum- 
{tances, he did not fee any reafon 
for thefe refolutions; that he did 
fuppofe they were adopted in a 
moment of alarm, and that he fhould 
confider them in that light. 


Copies of all Communications between the 
Direétors of the Bank and the Chancel-° 
lor of the Exchequer, refpecting Ad- 
vances to Government fince the \ft of 
November, 1794; exclufive of the In- 

Sormation contained in the Papers al- 
ready laid before the Houfe from the 
Bank of England. 


(No. 1.) 


Copy of a Refalution of the Court of Direc 
tors, the 15th of, January, 1795. 


Refolved, 


oh, cee the Governor and Depu- 
- ty Governor do take an early 
opportunity of informing the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, that the 
court of Direétors, defirous at all 
times to give every affiftance and 
accommodation to thé public fer- 
vice, think it proper at the prefent 
period, when a loan, under the gua- 
rantee of this country, for a foreign 
ftate, of the large amount of fix 
millions fterlisg and alfo one for 
H+ out 
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our own national wants of eighteen 
millions fterling, are about to be 
raifed, to bring to his cénfideration, 
that it is their wifh that he would 
fettle his arrangements of finances 
for the prefent year in fuch a man- 
ner as not to depend on any far- 
ther afliftance from them beyond 
what is already agreed for; and 
particularly, that the ftipulation for 
the future advances to be made by 
them, if neceflary, for the payment 
of Treafury bills of exchange, be 
ftriétly adhered to, as they cannot 
allow that advance at any time to 
exceed the fum of five hundred 
thoufand pounds. 


(No. 2.) 


In the Court of Direéors, on the 16th of 
‘Ajiril, 1795. 


THE Governor and Deputy Go- 
vernor were directed by the court 
to wait upon the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and to mention to him 
the uneafinefs they have felt on be- 
ing left, during fo long a period; in 
an advance of one and an half, to 
upwards of two millions of money, 
for the bills accepted by the Trea- 
fury. That this mode of paying 
the Treafury bills in advance was 
never mednt to be carried to any 
great extent, at the moft to 
500,0001, and that ,only as a tem- 
porary accommodation, = 

The Chancellor of: the Exche- 
guer did promife to the Governor 
and Deputy Governor, in Decem- 
ber laft, and particularly in a con- 
verfation on the 17th of January, 
that the amount of thefe bills: paid 
at the Bank, then exceeding the 
fum of 500,0001, fhould certainly 
be paid off after the receipt of the 
firft payment on the new loan; 
which: promife hath not yet taken 
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place. The court have therefore ” 
come to a refolution, that they can- 
not in futuré allow of any difburfe 
on this account exceeding the fum 
of 500,0001; and they do requeft — 
that the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer will.be pleafed to order the 
fame to be paid. 


(No. 3.) 


Copy of a Note from the Governor and De- | 
[uty Governor to the Chancellor of *the 
Exchequer. 

' * Bank, 5th June, 1795. 

THE Governor and Deputy Go- 
vernor of the Bank prefent their 
refpectful compliments to Mr. Pitt, 
and take the liberty of ftating to 
him, that though he was pleafed to 
promife, the laft time they had the 
honour of an interview, that the 
amount of the Treafury bills paid 
by the Bank, fhould immediately 

be reduced to the fum of 500,000I. 

(beyond which fum, by the refolu- 

tion of ihe court, it was not to pals) 

the Bank are now in advance on 
that account 1,210,015]. 17s. 5d; 
and before the end of next week it 

will be encreafed to 1,658,467]. 

They at the fame time beg to ex- 

prefs their concern at being fo re- 

peatedly obliged to trouble him on: 
the fubjeét; hoping he will give 
fugh directions as may in future 
ent it. IS a 
To the Right Honourable 
William Pit, Sc.) 


(No. 4.) 
Refelutions of the Court of Direfors, 
30th of July, 1795. 
Refolved, | 
. THAT the Governor and De- 
puty Governor of the Bank be de- 
fired to inform the Chancellor of 
~ - - ~ ~ . ae the 
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the Exchequer, that it is the re- 
queft of this court that he will ei- 
ther adopt fome other mode of 
paying the Treafury bills of ex- 
change, than by direéting them for 
payment at the Bank; or fo to ar- 
range the iyaeeue of money for 
the payment of thefe bills, that the 
amount for which the Bank fhould 
be in advance, fhall not at any time 
exceed the fum of 500,0001; as 
this court is determined to give 
orders to the cafniers to refufe pay- 
ment of all bills whenever the ad- 
vance fhall amount to fuch fum of 
500,0001. That previoufly the 
court is defirous of fixing ona cer- 
tain day with Mr. Pitt when fuch 
order fhall take place; but in the 
mean time depend on his former 
and repeated promife to reduce the 
prefent advance as fpeedily as pof- 
fible. 


(No. 5.) 


Refort of the Governor, and Refolution of 
the Court of Dire€ors, 6th of Augu/t, 
PF7O: ; 


THE Governor having laid be- 
fore the court a letter from the 
Chancellor of .the Exchequer, 
which was received yefterday at 
four o’clock in the afternoon, con- 
taining a requeft for a farther ac- 
commodation on the credit of the 
growing furplus of the confolidated 
tund, 

Refolved, That the confideration 
of this letter be poftpaned; and 
that the Governor and Deputy Go- 
vernor be defired to wait on Mr. 
Pitt, and inform him, that this 
court cannot take his letter into 
confideration until it has received 
fatisfaction refpefting the repay- 
ment of the monies already advanc- 
: i 


+ 
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ed for payment of Treafury bills of . 
exchange, to reduce that account 
under the ftipulated fum of 500,000). 
above which the Bank was never 
to be in advance; and until it has 
had fufficient fecurity held out that 
it fhall not be called upon to make 
farther advances on this accountin - 
future: and that they do requeft 
Mr Pitt to enter into full explana- 
tions on this fubjeét, which is not 
even touched upon in his letter. 


Interview with the Chancellor of the Exe 
_, chequer, Ith of Auguft, Vi95. 

The Governor and Deputy Go- 
vernor this day waited on Mr. Pitt 
at the hour he had appointed:— 
When the Governor firft obferved 
to him that his letter did not ar- 
rive in time to be taken into con- 
fideration by the Committee on 
Wednefday ; and that it was there- 
fore of neceffity laid before the 
court on Thurfday, without much 
previous confultation on it in the 
Committee: And the Governor 
then read to Mr. Pitt the following 
note, as containing the fubftance of 

what paffed upon it in the court : 
The Governor having laid before 
the court a letter received yefterday 
afternoon from the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, containing a requeft 
for a farther accommodation of two 
millions and an half, on the grow- 
ing produce of the confolidated 

fund, ’ 
Refolved, That the confidera- 
tion of this letter be poftponed; 
and that the Governor and Deputy 
Governor be defired to wait on Mr. 
Pitt, and inform him that this court 
cannot fully take his letter into 
confideration until he has finally 
fettled the arrangement, notified to 
him laft week, relative to the re- 
duction 


I22) 


duétion of the amount of the Trea- 
fury bills paid by the bank, fo that 
the fum advanced may never ex~ 
ceed 500;0001; of which his letter 
niakes not the leaft mention. 


(No. 6.) 


* Copy of a Letter from the Chancellor of the 
- Exchequer, and Réfolution of the Court 
of Directors, 1 3thof Auguft, V195. 


Downing-frreet, 12th Aug. 1795. 
Gentlemen, 


I HAVE to requeft the favour 
of you to ftate to your court, that 
if they think proper to afford the 
accommodation’ which I have re- 
quefted in my letter of the 5th in- 
ftant, by taking Exchequer bills 
payable out of the growing produce 
of the confolidated fund, they may 
depend upon meafures being imme- 
diately taken for the payment of 
one million of the fum they have 
advanced for the payment of bills ; 
and farther payments,- to the a- 
mount in the whole to another 
million, may be made in the courfe 
of September, October, and No- 
vember, in fuch proportions as may 
be found convenient. But as frefh 
bills may be expe¢ted to arrive, lam 
under the neceflity of requefting 
that a latitude fhould be allowed for 
the payment of fuch bills to ana- 
mount not exceeding one millionin 
addition ; for which fum payment 
fhall be provided before the end of 
February, or, if the court material- 
ly prefer it; of January. In order 
to guard againit any frefh difap- 
pointment, I beg leave to fuggeft, 
that it may be ufeful if, from.time 
to time, you fend me notice when- 
ever the amount advanced comes 
within fifty thoufand pounds of the 

rs) 


a 


SASPOP LEYINODAIEX STO! 


limit fixed, that warrants may be" 
prepared without delay. . 
Tam, &c. 
(Signed) Wm. Pirr. 
Governor and Deputy Governor 
of the Bank. 


IN the court held this day, after 
reading Mr. Pitt’s letter of the 12th - 
of Auguft, it was refolved, That 
this court do not accede to the pro- 
pofal contained in the faid letter. 
It was tarther refolved, That the 
court do confent to Mr. Pitt’s 
requeft, in his letter of the 5th in- 
ftant; namely, to advance two 
millions five hundred thoufand 
pounds on Exchequer bills, on 
the fecurity of the furplus of the 
confolidated fund,’ to be repaid as: 
follows : 

About eleven hundred thoufand 
pounds from the preduce of: 
the quarter ending the 10th 
of October next; and for 
the remainder they are wil- 
ling to wait till the ending 
of the quarter ot the 5th of 
April, 1796. 

And that the Governor and Depu- 
ty Governor be defired to inform 
Mr. Pitt, that the court ftill adhere 
to their former refolution, of infift. 
ing that the credit on the Treafury 
bills be reftrained to 500,0001; 
but that the court will wait for the 
repayment of one million of the 
money already advanced beyond 
the faid fum of 500,000]. until the 
latter end of November (if it is of 
effential fervice to the government 
of the country that it fhould do fo) 
provided pofitive affurance is given 
by the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, that this additional million 
fhall punctually be repaid at that 
time; and that in no cafe, if thig 

propofition 
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opofition is acceded to, the Bank 
is to be in advance beyond one mil- 
lion and an half for payment of the 
Treafury bills, which, by the end 
of November, are to be reduced to 
500,0001. 

The court alfo requeft, that the 
Governor and Deputy. Governor 
will exprefs to Mr, Pitt the earneft 
defire they have that fome other 
means may be adopted in the next 
feffion of parliament, for the future 
payment of bills of exchange drawn 
onthe Treafury.—When the laft 
refolution was propofed, Mr. Win- 
throp moved the following amend- 
ment, and was feconded by Mr. Si- 
meon, to be added after the words 
* confolidated fund,”’ and to leave 
out all the remainder : 

“ Provided at leaft two millions 
* of the fame fhall be appli- 
“ ed to the difcharge of the 
* fum for which the Bank 
*¢ is now in advance, on ac- 
*¢ count of bills accepted by 
% the Treafury; it being the 
“intention of this court to 
 reftrain theamountof fuch 
“advance to the fum of 
“ 500,0001. agreeably to 
* their former refolutions.” 
The faid amendment being put to 
the vote, was negatived; and the 
refolution as firft moved, wascarried 
in the affirmative. 


Ausgift 14th, 1795. 

THE Governor and Deputy Go- 
vernor, jn compliance with the de- 
fire of the court held yefterday, 
waited this day on the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, to fignify to him, 
that his letter of the 12th inftant 
had been duly confidered; and it 
was, refolved, that the propofals 
which it contained could not be ac- 
_ ceded to; and to communicate to 
him the farther refolution. of. the 
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court refpecting his requeft in his. 
letter of the 5th inftant, as minuted 
in this book yefterday. The Go- 
vernor put into his hands a copy of 
the two refolutions, which Mr. 
Pitt read attentively; and returned: 
foon after with.a letter, written by, 
himfelf at the requeft’ of ‘the Go- 
vernor and Deputy Governor, fig- 
nifying his acquiefcence in the faid 
refolution, and promifing punctual- 
ly to comply with the conditions fti- 
pulated therein. 


Downing-ftreet, \4th Aug.1795. 
Gentlemen, 

I HAVE to requeft the favour 
of you to inform your court, that I. - 
agree to the conditions fpecified in 
their refolution of yefterday (fee 
the note of the 13th of Auguft) for, 
the advance of two millions anda 
half on the credit of the confolidat- 
ed fund; and will take care that 
they fhall be punctually complied, 
with. I return the paper contain- 
ing the refolution; and am, Gen- 
tlemen, &c. 

(Signed) Ww. Pitt. 
Governor and Deputy Governor 
of the Bank. 


(No. 7.) 


Cofy of a written Paper delivered to the | 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


Bank of England, 8thO@.1795. 


THE very large and continued 
drain of bullion and {pecie which 
the Bank has lately experienced, a- 
rifing from the effeéts of the loan 
to the Emperor and other fubfidies, 
together with the profpect of the: 
demand for gold not appearing like- 
ly foon to ceafe, has excited fuch 
apprehenfions in the court of Di- 
rectors, that, on the moft ferious de- 
liberation, they deem it right to’ 

communicate 
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communicate to the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, the abfolute necef- 
fity they conceive to exift for dimi- 
nifhing the fum of their. prefent 
advances to government—the latt 
having been granted with extreme 
reluétance on their part, on his 
prefling folicitations and ftatement, 
that ferious embarraflments would 
arife to the public fervice if the 
Bank refufed. 

It muft occur to Mr. Pitt’s recol- 
leétion, that laft January the Go- 
vernorand Deputy Governor of the 
Bank did, by inftructions from their 
court, formally announce to him 
their apprehenfions of the confe- 
quences that were likely to enfue 
from the Emperor’s loan taking 
place; the events feem fully to nite 
tify their fears, and to render every 
meafure of caution abfolutely ne- 
ceffary for their future fafety. 

In addition to the above caufes it 
may be proper to fiate, that large 
fums are likely foon to be called for 
by the claimants of the cargoes and 
. freights of the neutral fhips taken, 
and about to be reimburfed ; many 
of whom, as they are credibly in- 
formed, are inftruéted by their 
owners and proprietors to take back 
their returns in fpecie or bullion. 

The prefent price of gold being 
from 41. 3s. to 41. 4s. per ounce, and 
our guineas being to be purchafed 
at 31. 17s. 103d. clearly demon- 
ftrates the grounds of our fears ; it 
being only neceffary to ftate thofe 
facts to the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. 

Ever ready as the court of Di- 
rectors have been to accommodate 
and give their afliftance in the fer- 
vice of the public, they muft now 


exprefs their hopes that Mr. Pitt . 


will, on the meeting of parliament, 
fo arrange his plans of finance, as 
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not to depend upon the immediate 
advance of the duties on land and 
malt, 1796; and that he>will be 
pleafed to provide the means of re- 
imburfement to the Bank, conform-’ 
ably to his agreement, of the mil- 
lion on account of the Treafury 
biils, and the one million one hun- 
dred thoufand, part of the advance 
on the product of the confolidated 
fund, in cafe it fhall not have been 
previoufly paid; and alfo to reim- 
burfe the remaining 1,400,0001. on 
the fame produét in January or Fe- 
bruary, inftead of April. 


(No. 8.) 


Interview with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, 23d of Odtober, 1795. 


THE Governor mentioned his 
having heard that there might be 
annexed to the enfuing loan, one 
of 1,400,000]. for the Emperor of 
Germany; and ftated, that in fuch 
a cafe it would be highly proper for 
the Bank to have fome intimation 
of it, that they might adopt fuch ar- 
rangements as the meafure would 
render abfolutely neceflary.—The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer re- 
plied, That he had not at prefent 
the moft diftant idea of it; though 
he did not pledge himfelf that on 
no occafion fuch a thing might hap- 
pen. ‘The Governor thanked him 
for his anfwer, which he told Mr. 
Pitt he received with pleafure, 
thinking, as he did, that another’ 
loan of that fort would go nigh to 
ruin the country. The Governor 
alfo acquainted him that the drain 
of cafh continued, and was likely to 
do fo while the bills from abroad 
continued to be drawn on the 
Treafury. Mr. Pitt faid they might 
laft two- months longer, but, he be-’ 


lieved, not beyond that time. 
(No. 
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(No. 9.) 


Interview with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
_ chequer, \8th of November, 1795. 


THE Governor informed Mr. 
Pitt, that the prefent price of gold 
was 4]. 2s. per ounce, and that the 
daily large drains of {pecie from the 
Bank, filled the minds of the Di- 
rectors with ferious apprehenfions ; 
and that in the prefent fituation of 
their affairs, he muft not rely on 
any aids from them, not even the 
vote of credit and fupply bills. 

- The Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer’ apologized for the warrants 
that were defigned to be applied to 
the reduétion of the amount of the 
Treafury bills paid by the Bank, 
having, from the moft urgent ne- 
cefity, been otherwife applied to 
the payment of the troops going a-~ 
broad. With refpeé to the mil- 
lion which he had promifed fhould 
be paid in the courfe of this month, 
in farther reduction of the Treafury 
bills, he faid his intention was to 
take out that fum in part of the land 
and malt for 1796, and to pay it on 
this account, having no other means 
to do it by. The Governor then 
hinted to Mr. Pitt his apprehen- 
fions from a rumour that a farther 
loan to the Emperor was in agita- 
tion, notwithitanding the affurances 
which Mr. Pitt gave him fome time 
back, that he had not then the 
mioft diftant idea of fuch a meafure, 
The Chancellor replied, that he 
then had not fuch a thought, from 
the tardy and flow operations of 
the Auftrians; but the face of 
things having fince changed, and 
the Auftrian army having been of 
late very active and fuccefsful, he 
confeffed it was his opinion that a 
Gontinuance of fuch exertions was 


the fureft way of diftrefling . the 


_- 
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French, and bringing them to pro- 
per terms of peace; and on this 
ground miniftry now had it in con- 
templation to let the Emperor have 
another loan, not exceeding two 
millions, trufting that it might be 
done with fafety, and on the con- 
fideration that the fubfidies of about 
900,000]. per annum, which had 
been paid to different ftates in Ger- 
many for troops, would ceafe; and 
alfo the bills drawn for the fupport 
of our army on the continent, 
which had laft year amounted, to 
near three millions fterling: befide, 
that fhould the loan take place, he 
had no objection to modify. the 
ftated times for the. remittance 
thereof, fo as to caufe the leaft bad 
effe&. on the courfe. of exchange. 
And he. farther added, That fhouild 
the fituation of the Bank be fuch as 
to make this meafure a very hazar- 
dous one, he would, in compliance 
with our requeft, overlook. every 
other confideration, and abandon 
theloan. The Governor and De- 
puty Governor then told Mr. Pitt 
that they would take the fenfe of 
their court to-morrow on the ad- 
vances which he wifhed to have on 
the land and malt of 1796, and 
wait upon him with the determina- 
tion of the court as foon as it fhouid 


break up. 


(No. 10.) 


Interview with the Chancellor of the Exe 
cheguer, 20th of November, 1795. 


THE court of Directors having, 
on a confideration of the advances 
propofed by the Chancellor of the 
Excheqtier on the land and malt, 
1796, refolved to let him have the 
fum of one million, under the re- 
{triction that it be immediately ap- 
plied to the difcharge of fo cas 

o) 
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of the Bank’s advance on the Trea- 
fury bills; and alfo a farther ad- 
vance of 500,000]. for his prefent 
accommodation, — The Governor 
and Deputy Governor went, as 
foon as the court was over, to wait 
on the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
to acquaint him thereof. But at 
the fame time the Governor men- 
tioned to him, ‘that it was the ex- 
pe¢tation of the court that he fhould 
not take up any more on this fund 
until about February next, and then 
gradually, as the advance on the 
former year would be coming in. 
The Governor alfo faid, that from 
the prefent fituation of matters at 
the Bank, and from appearances 
for the future, it would be abfolute- 
ly out of the power of the court to 
make the advance, which had been 
done before, of 2,500,0001. on the 
vote of credit which might be paff- 
ed this feffion; and he felt it right 


to announce this in time to Mr. Pitt | 


before the loan, that he might make 
his arrangements accordingly ; 
which Mr. Pitt thanked him for hav- 
ing mentioned; faid he fuppofed 
he'might venture to iffie about 
1,500,0001. of fuch Exchequer bills 
to the public; and that he muft 
provide for the other million by an 
addition to the loan. The Gover- 
nor then repeated to Mr. Pitt the 
abfolute determination of the court 
to have the advance on the Trea- 
fury bills quite cleared off, by an 
early payment out of the monies 
received in part of the loan, 


(No. 11.) 


Interview with the Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer, 12th of December, 1795. 


“IN confequence of a meflage 
from the Chancellor of the Exche- 
guer; the Governor and Deputy 
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Governor waited upon him this 
day; when he-returned to’them the 
paper which contained the copy of 
the court’s refolution made on the 
3d inftant. 

The Governor renewed the fub- 
ject of the payment of the Treafu- 
ry bills to Mr. Pitt, which amount 
now to 2,670,0001: but Mr. Pitt 
faid, the meney hitherto received 
on account of the prefent loan, 
fhould be applied to the payment 
thereof, and a farther fum out of 
the payments in full, until that ad- 
vance was reduced to 500,0001. 


(No. 12.) 


Interview with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer,; 8th-of January, 1796. 


THE Governor and Deputy Go- 
vernor this-day waitedon the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, by his de- 
fire, when he mentioned to them 
his requeft that the Bank would ac- 
commodate him with an advance of 
500,0001. which he wanted for the ~ 
purpofe of paying off fums due to 
the army agents, and for which he 
would pledge Exchequer bills on 
the land and malt of the prefent _ 
year; and if the payments made 
upon the loan for this year fhould 
amount in all before the end of this 
month to above §,800,000l. the 
excefs beyond that fum, as far as 
500,0001. fhould be employed in re- 
paying the Bank’s advance on the 
Exchequer bills on the credit of the 


‘ growing produce of the confolidat- 


ed fund for the fervice of the laft 
year. The Governor told Mr. 
Pitt that he did not think the court 
would object to fuch an advance, 
and defired him to write an official 
letter in time to be laid before the 
next court for that purpofe. ; 
Mr. Pitt faid, he had an immedi- 
ate 
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ate neceffity for 200,000]. which 
the Governor faid he might take 
up direétly; not doubting that it 
wotild be approved of by the court 
of Directors. 


(No. 13.) 
The Governors Report, and Refolution of 
the Court of Direétors, 28th of January, 
1796. ; 


THE Governor having informed 
the court that a notice was: brought 
this morning: from the Treafury, 
thatcertain billsdrawn on:the Com- 

‘miffioners of the Treafury, amount- 

ing to-the fum of 201,000]. would 
fail due on Wednefday the 3d of 
February, and were directed: for 
paymentat the Bank; and that the 
fum now in advanceson Treafury 
bills is 1,157,0001. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
Governor do give directions to the 
¢afhiers not to advance any money 
for the payment of thefe bills, nor 

to difcharge any part of the fame, 

unlefs money fhall be fent down 

for the purpofe; in which cafe fuch 

money is to be appropriated exclu- 

fively for the difcharge of thefe 
ills. ' 

Refolved, That the Governor, 
Deputy Governor, and a deputa- 
tion from this court, do wait on 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
with a copy of the above refolution; 
anddo farther refpectfully lay be- 
fore him the determination of the 
court not to continue any longer 
the mode of advancing the pay- 
ment of Treafury bills, than to 
fuch time as fhall be fixed on be- 
tween Mr. Pitt and the Deputation 
before mentioned; which time the 
court hopes will not be fixed for a 


diftant day. 


#27 
(No, 14.) ° 


Interview with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, 29th of January, 1796. 


» "THE Governor and Deputy Go- 


’ yernor, with Mr. Peters and ‘Mr. 


Bofanquet, waited on Mr. Pitt this 
day with the refolution of the court, 
as fated in the foregoing minute. 
He dwelt much’ on-the inconve- 
nience’which it would put him to 
toccomply with it; but after fome 
converfation, {aid he would arrange 
his affairs, fo as to provide the mo- 
ney in time for the payment of the 
Treafury bills due on the 3d of 
February, by applying to that pur- 
pofe money which he had deftined 
for other fervices. 

-. As to ‘fixing a period when the 
payment of the Treafury bills thall 
no longer be referred to the Bank, 
Mr. Pitt declared himfelf unable to 
fettle that-at fuch a’ fhort notice ; 
but that‘he would look into the fi- 
tuation of his payments, and endea~ 
vour to form fuch a plan as foon as 
poffible; and hoped to be able to 
conclude it by Friday the 5th of Fe- 
bruary, when he would expect to 
fee the Deputation again. 


(No. 15.) 
Interview with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, 5th of February, 1796. 


THE Governor, Deputy. Go- 
vernor, Mr. Peters, and Mr. Bo- 
fanquet, this day waited upon Mr. 
Pitt again, according to appoint~ 
ment, to hear his determination 
about the latter part of the court’s 
refolution, on the 28th ult. as to 
fixing a time when the ‘prefent 
mode of paying the treafury: bills 
in advance fhould be brought to a | 
period. Mr. Pitt, after much con- 

verfation 
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verfation on the fubjeét, faid, That 
meafures were now taking for a 
payment of 500,000l. more on this 
account, to the Bank, which would 


reduce their advance on this fcore. 


to under..200,000l.; but that as 
matters were fituated, he could not 
forefee a poflibility of paying the 
remainder, and quite finifhing the 
account, till May or June next; 
for that as fome part of our cavalry 
had not been brought home from 
Germany, there mutt ftill be fome 
monies drawn for their charges; 
but he did not think it could amount 
to above 300,0001. more in the 
whole. Mr. Pitt, however, faid, he 
would digeft his ideas on this fub- 
ject more particularly, and fend a 
letter with a propofal to the Bank- 
court againft next Thurfday. 

Mr. Pitt dwelt much on the ne- 
ceffity of fome farther fupport to 
be given to the Emperor, to enable 
him to continue his efforts againft 
the French, as the .moft probable 
means of bringing the war to an 
end; but. knowing the fentimenis 
of the Directors of the Bank to be 
againft any fuch affiftance in mo- 
ney, he promifed that he would not 
commit himfelf to any engagement 
for a farther loan to the Emperor, 
without a previous communication 
on the fubject with the gentlemen 
of the Bank. 


“~~ . Mr. Pitt read fome extraéts of 


letters from the Britith refident and 
others at. Hamburgh, which men- 
tioned that large quantities of Eng- 
lifh guineas were imported thither 
by the packets from Yarmouth ; 
and one mentioned that the guinéas 
were melted down on arrival there. 
Mr. Pitt faid, that attention fhould 
be paid to this circumftance atthe 
pews from. which the packets 
niled, 
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(No. 16.) : 


Interview with the Chancellor of the Exe 
chequer, 12th of February, 1796. 


THE Governor told Mr.. Pitt, 
That the court had received his let- 
ter of the 11thinftant, and would 
comply with his defire of continu- 
ing to pay the Treafury bills as ufual 
till May, when he hoped it would 
be totally done away; and that he 
might look to a temporary accom- 
modation of 500,000l. in the inter- 
val; but abfolutely required, that 
it fhould never exceed that fum. 

Mr. Pitt faid, That as far as lay 
in his power, it fhould not exceed 
it; but that demands did arife oc- 
cafionally which he could not fore- 
fee, but which the public fervice 
required to be provided for; and 
if the money from the loan did not 
flow in faft enough, he might be 
obliged to have. recourfe for tem- 
porary afliftance to the Bank; and 
that it lay with the court of Direc- 
tors to judge whether they chofe 
to. accommodate the public or not. 

(No. 17.) ttom 
Interviews with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, 11th of April, 1796... 


THE Governorand Deputy.Go- ~ 
vernor this day waited on the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer at his des 
fire; when he informed them, that 
he meant to propofe in parliament 
a farther loan of about fix millions 
and a half, in order to fund the four 
millions of Exchequer bills, which 
the Bank holds on the fupply and: 
vote of ‘credit of 1795; two ‘milli- 
ons of Exchequer bills which have 
iflued to the public, and about half 
a million, the amount of navy*bills 
held by the Bank, due in the months 
when he means to fund them, but 

which 
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which -the Governor had informed 
Mr. Pitt that the Bank chofe to 
have the payment of. Mr. Pitt 
faid, he hoped to be able to bring 
this matter before the Houfe on 
Monday next, the 18th inftant; 
and would defire the Governor and 
Deputy Governor to come, fome 
day this week, to a previous meet- 
ing with the parties who were to be 
concerned in this bufinefs. 


(No. 18.) 


The Governor's Report and Refolution of 
the Court of Direétors, 19th of May, 
1796. 


THE Governor having inform- 
ed the court, That the prefent ad- 
vance on Treafury bills ofexchange 
is 835,0001. beyond which there is 
a notice now lying in the Houfe of 
a farther fum of about 200,0001. 
which will fhortly become due; and 
thata notice was broughton Monday 
laft from the Treafury, containing a 
lift of bills drawn on the com- 
miffioners to the fum of 900,000). 
more, of which the principal 
Bete would fall due on the 29th in- 

ant, which were directed for pay- 
mentat the Bank,—the court refoly- 
ed, That a reprefentation in writing 
fhould be rade to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer on the fubjeét. 


“~ (No, 19.) 


Interview with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
 chequer, 24th of May, 1796. 


IN confequence of an appoint- 
ment from the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, the Governor and De- 
puty Governor waited upon him 
this day, with a view to lay before 
him the refolution entered into by 


the court on the 19th inftant ; but. 


‘they found him fo imprefféd with 
Beperetity of providing the funds 
© pay off the Treafury bills for 
“Vor. XXXIX, 
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900,0001. and that he had formed 
his plan for the liquidation thereof,. 
that they thought it prudent to 
withhold the refolution from him. 

Mr. Pitt explained. his meafure 
in the following letter to the Go-) 
vernor and Deputy Governor, 
which he wrote while they were 
with him, viz. 


Downing-frreet, 25th May, 1796. 


Gentlemen, 

I BEG leave to acquaint you, 
for the information of your court, 
that a warrant is directed for the 
iffue of 900,000I. for the payment 
of the bills to become due to that 
amount in the courfe of the pre- 
fent week. I muft at the fame 
time defire you to requeft of the 
court, in confequence of the pref- 
fure arifing from this unexpected 
payment, that they will accommo-~ 
date government by advancing a 
fum of 200,000. to the account of 
the Paymafter General, to be repaid 
out of the cafh to be received on . 
the next payment of the loan of 
7,500,000]. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) Wo. Pitt, 
Governor and Deputy Governor 
of the Bank. 


The Governor afterwards men- 
tioned in converfation the defire af , 
the court to have the new arrange- 
ments made which fhould eafe the 
Bank from the payment: of the 
Treafury bills. The promife to 
which point Mr. Pitt acknowledged 
to have made; but being exceffively 


‘hurried with a variety of bufinefs, 


and about to fet off to attend the 
election at Cambridge, he defired 
leave to defer this objet until 
fome time next week, after his 
return, when he would refume it. 
(No. 20.) 
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(No. 20.) 


Interview with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, 14th of June, 1796. 


THE Governor and Deputy 
Governor this day waited on Mr. 
Pitt with a ftatement of the Trea- 
fury bills paid by the Bank, which 
advance now to the fum of 

L.1,002,555 6 4 
and of bills already 

advifed, but noth 230,093 16 1 

yetdue - 


L. 1,232,649 25 
and requefted that fpeedy meafures 
might be taken to pay off the fame. 
—Mr. Pitt told them, That he had 
made arrangements to pay off the 
200,000l. which he had borrowed 
(as by his letter of the 25th of May, 
copied in the private minute book 
of the court) and alfo for the pay- 
ment of 800,000. out of the mo- 
nies received on the laft loan, for 
which he would take up Exchequer 
bills to that amount on the vote of 
credit of 1795; and, in confequence 
of thefe payments, he hoped the 
Bank would have patience to wait 
for the difcharge of the advance on 
the Treafury bills above mentioned 
until the quarter ending the 5th of 
July, of ‘the confolidated fund; 
when the furplus thereof fhould be 
applied to that purpofe— Which the 
Governor faid he fhould refer to 
the court for their opinion, 


(No. 21.) 

Copy of a Letter from the Chancellor of the 
Lxchequer, and Refalution of the Court 
of Directors, 21 of July, 1796. 

Downing-fireet, 
Wednefday, 20th of. JH, 1796. 
Gentlemen, 
AS the preffure of demands for 
the ’ public fervice, at the prefent 
A 
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moment, prevents the payment iz 
cafh of the fum advanced by the 
Bank on Treafury bills, I fhould 
confider it as a great accommoda- 
tion if the court would accept of 
Exchequer bills on the vote of cre- 
dit, to the amount of the fum now 
due beyond five hundred thoufand 
pounds. I would alfo beg the fa- 
vour of you to propofe to the court, 
in order to guard againft any far- 
ther excefs on that point, that any 
farther fums to be advanced for 
Treafury bills fhould be paid in Ex- 
chequer bills, on the credit of the 
confolidated fund, at the end of 
each month. I am alfo under the 
indifpenfable neceffity of expreff- 
ing my earneft hope, that the court 
will be induced to make a prefent 
advance of eight hundred thoufand 
pounds, on the'credit of the con- 
folidated fund, which will enable 
me to make provifion for the pre- 
fent demands, and to pay immedi- 
ately the four hundred thoufand 
pounds lately advanced by the 
Bank, and the Navy bills now due. 
I fhall alfo be obliged to requeft a 


_ farther advance of the like fum of 


eight hundred thoufand pounds, on 
the fame fecurity, towards the end 
of the month of Auguft. It gives 
me much concern to be obliged to 
apply for an accommodation to fo 
large an extent; but I cannot too 
ftrongly reprefent how neceflary it 
is for the public fervice : and I truft 
the very large repayments which 
are fecured to the Bank in the courfe 
of the prefent year, will admit of 
their making thefe temporary ad- 
vances at a period when they are 
peculiarly important. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) Ww. Pitt. 
Governor and Defuty Governor 
of the Bank. 


P,S, In cafe the Bank fhould 
find 
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find it neceflary (which I hope will 
not be the cafe) to difpofe of any 
of the Exchequer bills on the vote 
of credit, before provifion is made 
for their difcharge, and any lofs 
fhould arife from their being ata 
difcount in the market, I fhould of 
courfe propofe that fuch a lofs 
vet be made good by the pub- 
i. 

After a debate on the fubject of 
this letter, the court came to the 
following refolution thereon :— 

Refolved, That this court do 
confent to receive payment for the 
amount of advances on the Trea- 
fury bills which have been and 
fhall be paid before the firft of Au- 
guft, beyond the fum of 500,000l. 
and which will be 867,7001. in Ex- 
chequer bills, iffued on the vote of 
credit of the prefent year, under 
the ftipulation of indemnity from 
lofs on the fale propofed by Mr. 
Pitt, and to wave their claim of re- 
payment of the 500,000l. till the 
meeting of parliament; when the 
court will expect that this mode of 
paying Treafury bills fhall be totally 
done away. 

Refolved, That the court do not 
confent to advance any more mo- 
ney for the payment of fuch bills 
which fall due after the firft of Au- 
gut. 

Refolved, That the court do 
confent to the other part of the 
letter, — To advance the fum of 
800,0001. onthe credit of Exchequer 
bills on the confolidated fund, on 
condition of being paid off the 
400,0001. lately advanced to govern- 
ment, and the Navy bills due and 
coming due; but they do not con- 
fent to advance the fecond fum of 
800,0001. in the month of Augutt. 
‘ The Governor, Deputy Gover- 
mor, with Mr. Darell and,Mr. Sa- 


s 
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muel Thornton, were defired by’ 
the court to carry up thefe refolu- 
tions to the Chancellor of the Ex- 

chequer; which they did as foon 

as the court broke up: and being 

admitted, they gave a copy of the’ 
refolutions to Mr. Pitt, who, having 

read! them attentively over, faid, 

“« He was obliged to the court for 

“what they did grant, which he 

“ fhould accept of; but added, that 

“it would be of no material ufe, 

‘in the prefent circumftances of 

“ the nation, unlefs: the ether re-. 
“ guifitions which he had made 

“ were complied with. That he 

“‘ muft refer the affair again in a 

‘¢ more pointed manner to the re- 

“ confideration of the court, which 
“he would do ina letter to be fent: 
“ to the Bank next Tuefday morn- 

“ing, for the previous deliberation’ 
“ of the Committee; and that he 
“‘ would be glad to fee the Gover- 

“ norand Deputy Governor again 

“ before the next court fhould 

“¢ meet.” 


(No. 29.) 


Copy of a Letter fron the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and Refolution of the Court 
of Directors, 28th of July, 1796. 


Downing-ftreet, Wednefday, July 27 the 
Gentlemen, 

AFTER attentively confidering® 
the refolutions of your court, which 
I received from you on Thurfday 
laft, | feel it an indifpenfable duty, 
however unwilling I am to urge 
any requeft which appears to them 
liable to any difficulty or objection, 
to reprefent to you, in the moft 
earneft manner, that i will be im- 
poffible to avoid the moft ferious 
and diftrefling embarraffments to 
the public fervice, unlefs in addi- 
tion to the accommodation which 

12 has 


132. 


has been already agreed to for the 
prefent month, the court, can con- 
fent to advance the fecond fum of 
§00,0001. in the month of Auguft, 
and can alfo make provifion for the 
ayment of fuch farther Treafury 
ills as may fall due in the next 
month, or as may be drawn pay- 
able in September and. October. 
With refpe& to thofe for the two 
latter months, as none fuch have 
yet been accepted, I fhould hope 
an. arrangement may be made for 
accepting them, payable at a period 
fubfequent to Odtober ; by which 
means the inconvenience of the 
advance may poflibly be in a great 
degree obviated. 1 muft requeft 
you to take the firft cpportunity 
of laying this application before 
your court, and to ftate to them, 
that objects of the utmoft import 
ance to the public are involved in 
their determination upon it. 
I have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your obedient humble fervant, 
(Signed) Wm. Pitt. 
Governor and Deputy Governor 
of the Bank. 


Refolved, That this court do 
agree to advance, for the fervice 
of the public, the fum of 800,0001. 
towards the end of the month of 
Auguft, on the fecurity of Exche- 
quer bills to be iffued under the 


act of parliament on the furplus of © 


the confolidated fund; and that 
fuch Treafury bills as have been ac- 
cepted and fhall fall due during the 
month of Auguft, be likewife dif- 
charged on a depofit of like Ex- 
chequer bills, to be iffued on the 
confolidated fund to an equal 
amount; which bills have been 
ftated by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer to be nearly about the fum 
of 300,0001. 
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That this court do not engage to 
advance for any fum of Treafury 
bills which may be.drawn, and fhall 
fall due after the month of Auguft. 

That this court do expeé that 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
will give a promife thata new mode 
of paying the Treafury bills fhall be 
adopted immediately on the meet- 
ing of parliament, as this court will 
not continue the mode of difcharg- 
ing them any longer. 

Refolved, That the court, hav- 
ing granted this accommodation 
with great reluétance, and cons 
trary to their wifhes, the Governor 
be defired to prefent to Mr. Pitt a 
copy of the following memorial; 
and requeft of him, that, for the 
juftification of the court of Direc- 
tors, the fame may be laid before 
his Majefty’s cabinet :— 

“ The court of Directors of the 
Bank of England, fully fenfible of 
the alarming and dangerous fitua- 
tion of the public credit of this 
kingdom, and deeply impreffed with 
the communication lately made to 
them by the Right Honourable 
William Pitt, both by letter and in 
a conference with the Governor 
and Deputy Governor, are very 
willing and defirous to do every 


thing in their power to fupport the © 


national credit, and to enable his 
Majefty’s minifters to carry on the 
public fervice; but in complying 
with the requeft made to them by 
the Right Honourable William 
Pitt, in his letter of the 27th in- 
ftant, they think that they fhould 
be wanting in their duty to their 
proprietors and to the public, if 
that compliance was not accom- 
panied with the following moft 
ferious and felemn remonftrance ; 
which, for the juftification of their 

court, 
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eourt, they defire may be laid be- 
fete his Majefty’s cabinet. 

“ They beg leave to declare, 
that nothing could induce them, 
under the prefent circumftances, 
to comply with the demand now 
made upon. them, but the dread 
that their refufal might be produc- 
tive of a greater evil; and nothing 
but the extreme preffure and exi- 

ency of the cafe can in any fhape 
juftify them for acceding. to this 
meafure ; and they apprehend, that 
in fo doing, they render themfelves 
totally incapable of granting any 
farther affiftance to Government 
during the remainder of this year, 
and unable even to make the ufual 
advances on the land and malt for 
. the enfuing year, fhould thofe bills 

be paffed before Chriftmas. 

“ They likewife confent to this 
meafure, ina firm reliance that the 
repeated promifes fo frequently 
made to them, that the advances 
on the Treafury bills fhould be com- 
pletely done away, may be actually 
fulfilled at the next meeting of 
parliament, and the neceffary ar- 
rangements taken to prevent the 
fame from ever happening again, 
as they conceive it to be an uncon- 
ftitutional mode of raifing money, 
what they are not warranted by 
their charter to confent to, and an 
advance always extremely incon- 
venient to themfelves.” ’ 


(No. 23 P| 


Interview with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, 9th of Auguft, 1796. 


SOME lifts of Treafury bills ac- 
cepted, payable at the Bank, of 
which about 37,000l. fall due in 
September and Oétober, being 
brought down to the Bank, the 
Governor and Deputy Governor 


133 
this day waited on Mr. Pitt, to 
mention this matter to him; and 
to remind him that the court had 
refolved not to pay any bills on 
the Treafury due in thofe months, 
unlefs provifion was made for the 
fame by the Treafury. Mr, Pitt 
thanked them for the attention, 
and told them, that it was meant 
to prepare money at the Bank for 
the difcharge of thofe bills. 


(No. 24.) 


At a Court of Direéors at the Bank, on 
Thurfday the 8d of November, 1796. 


The following Letter from the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, addrefféd to the Go= 
vernor and Deputy Governor of the Bank 
of England, having been read, viz. 

“ Downing-ftreet, Nov. 3d, 1796. 

* Gentlemen, 
“T HAVE to requeft you to re- 
prefent to your court, that it will 
contribute effentially to the publie 
‘fervice, if they think prtop€r, to 
advance the amount (as it may be 
wanted) of Exchequer bills ufually 
raifed on the land and malt; and 
that I fhall, in that cafe, be enabled 
to make provifion for the payment 
of the balance now due on Treafury 
bills, at fuch time and in fuch pro- 
portions as may be agreed upon by 

thea 88.4178 

“J have the honour to be, © 
““ Gentlemen, 
** Your obedient humble fervant, 
(Signed) 6 War. Pier. 


Refolved, That the Lords of the 
pes be accommodated with the 
um of 2,750,0001. on the land and 
malt taxes 1797, on the following 
conditions; —- That the fum of 
1,513,345] 19s, 7d. alreddy' ad- 
vanced by the Bank on Trcafury 
bills of exchange, be paid there- 
out; and that all the Treafury bills 
is gireticg 
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direéted to be paid at the Bank, 
which fhall fall due in the months 
of November and December, fhall 
be difcharged and fatisfied by mo- 
ney to be fent down for the pur- 
pofe; and that from the firft day of 
January, 1797, provifion fhall be 
made, on notice that bills have been 
accepted to the amount of 100,000l. 
that money or Excheguer bills to 
that amount fhall be iffued to the 
Bank three days before the whole 
fum becomes due. The Governor 
was defired to inform the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer with the 
above refolution, and at the fame 
time mention to him, that the court 
intended to adhere ftrictly to thefe 
terms, and hoped he would give 
directions that no alteration fhould 
take place refpecting them, 


(No. 25.) 


Interview with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, 1ft of February, 1797. 


THE Governor and Deputy Go- 
wernor yefterday waited upon the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, to 
reprefent to him how uneaty the 
court were at their large advances 
for government, and efpecially on 
the Treafury bills paid, which now 
amounted to 1,554,6351. and would 
in a few days be augmented to 
1,819,818i; and required that fome 
effective’ meafure fhould be imme- 
diately taken for the payment of 
the whole of this fum, as had been 
fo ferioufly promifed them fhould 
be done, at the opening of this 
year. 

Mr. Pitt acknowledged his inten- 
tions and wifh to have doné it; 
but faid, that he had been.prevent- 
ed by the very preffing calls for 
various other fervices. He> faid, 
however, he would confider over 
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his, payments and refources, and 
would endeavour to form fome 
plan for the repayment of the 
Treafury bills againft the next day, 
when the Governor and Deputy 
Governor were to wait upon him 
again about bufinefs of the national 
ftock. Accordingly, this day Mr, 
Pitt ref{umed the fubjeét, and faid, 
that he was endeavouring to fell 
Exchequer bills; out of which he 
hoped to be able to pay about 
300,000l. at prefent ; whichthe Go- 
vernor wifhed him to do, that the 
Bank might be provided for the 
bills now falling due. Mr. Pitt 
faid, as to future payment, he be- 
lieved he could propofe to pay 
every week about 150,000l. or in 
that proportion, until the whole 
fum, now due, was paid off. Mr. 
Pitt, however, hinted in converfa- 
tion, that another large fum of bills 
had appeared from St. Domingo. 
The Governor begged he would 
give an idea to what amount they 
were. He faid, about 700,000I; 
on which the Governor  ex- 
prefled great apprehenfion about 
fuch an addition to the prefent ad- 
vance; and begged of Mr. Pitt to 
put off the acceptance of thefe frefh 
bills, or at leaft to protract the ac- 
ceptance of them, to a term of two 
months beyond their tenor ; which, 
he faid, he would confider about, 
and take his refolution. 

The Governor then defiréd Mr. 
Pitt to write a letter officially to 
him, and he would lay it before the 
court, and take their refolutions 
upon it. Mr. Pitt then hinted that 
he fhould want fome money to 
fend to Ireland; that he had been 
applied to fora large fum, but that 
200,0001. in {pecie would be necef- 
fary. The Governor and Deputy 
Governor told him, that any far- 
ther drain of cafh from the Bank 

would, 
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would, in-thefe times, be very dan- 

* gerous, as they acknowledged that 
the cafh had been very materially 
jeffened of late, and they therefore 
begged of him to try if 100,000l. 
would not be fufficient. 


(No. 26.) 


Iuterview with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, 3d of February, \797. 


THE Governor and Deputy Go- 
vernor this day waited on Mr. Piti, 
to mention to him that his letter, 
which contained the engagement to 
liquidate the prefent advance on 
Treafury bills, was yefterday laid 
before the court ; who, after a long 

debate on the fubjeét, had fubmit- 
_ ted to the plan as propofed by him; 
but that, by the direction of the 
court, they recommended a punc- 
tual performance of the payments 
promifed — Which Mr. Pitt faid 
thould certainly be obferved; and 
that he had hopes of being able to 
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pay it off, even quicker than he 
had propofed. 


(No. 27.) 


Refolution of the Court of Directors, and 
Deputation’s Interview with the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, 1Oth of Februn 
ary, 1797. 


THE Committee met this day, 
and taking into their moft ferious 
confideration the certainty, which 
now threatens us, that Mr. Pitt will 
be obliged to bring forward here a 
loan for Ireland, to the amount 
of 1,500,000l. and the evils which 
will probably follow on fuch a 
meafure to this houfe, by the fend- 
ing over to that country a great 
part of the fum in fpecie,—they 
refolved to afk of Mr. Pitt, a con~ 
fiderable reduction of the Bank’s| 
prefent advances to government, 
to be raifed, as he hinted, by a new 
loan: and they made out a ftate- 
ment for that purpofe to be pre- 
fented to him, which was as follows: 
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Arrears of advance on land and malt 1794 =  ~ $37,006 
Ditto ditto - 1795 - 491,006 
Ditto ditto - 1796 - 2,392,000 
Exchequer bills on vote of credit - » 968,800 
Ditto on confolidated fund 1796 - - 1,323,000 
Treafury bills paid - - - 1,674,645 

L. 7,186,445 
Befides arrears of intereft, &c. _ 400,000 


They defired that a deputation 
xf the Governor, Deputy Gover- 
nor, Mr. Bofanquet, and Mr. S. 
Thornton, would go up to Mr. Pitt, 
and requeft that, if the Irifh loan 
muft take place, he would under- 
take firft to arrange the repayment 
of the above fum to the Bank, as 
the only means which the Com- 
aittee can propofe for the defence 


of the Bank againft the mifchiefs 
they dread from the {rith loan. 
And the Committee alfo defired, 
that, if neceflary, a Special Court 
of Directors might be fummoned 
to meet, on this bufinefs, on Mon- 
day next, at twelve o’clock, that 
the bufinefs may be brought before 
the court. 
In confequence of the above re« 
14 dolutiony 
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folution, the Governor, and other 
gentlemen deputed, went- to. Mr. 
Pitt, fhewed him the ftatement of 
the Bank’s demands on govern- 
ment; which they wifhed to have 
paid off, or fo arranged before the 
Yettlement of the Irifth loan. Mr. 
Pitt, on the article of the Treafury 
bills, faid, that he had already laid 
Ais plan for the difcharge of that ar- 
ticle, which he meant to adhere to, 
and that therefore this article might 
be left out of the prefent agree- 
ment; and that he would lay his 
ps for the liquidation of the reft, 

y an addition to the late voluntary 
loan, or by fome other meafure as 
might be moft forcible, The De- 
Peron preffed on him the necef- 

1 


ty of attending, in his plans, to’ 


the point of making the payments 
to the Bank precede thofe which 
might be fixed for the Irifh loan. 
They alfo informed him of their in- 
tention to calla fpecial court of Di- 
rectors, to impart their bufinefs to 
them, which might be held on Mon- 
day or Tuefday next, as might beft 
fuit Mr, Pitt. He begged it might 
be called on Monday, as he faid that 
Mr, Pelham, the fecretary ef ftate 
for Ireland, had been here fome 
days on this bufinefs; and that it 
was of the utmoft confequence that 
the matier fhould be fixed, and ad- 
vice fent over to that country of it 
as foon as poflible. Og which the 
Governor told Mr. Pitt, that a court 
of Direétors fhould be fummoned 
for Monday; and requeited, that 
he would furnifh him with a letter, 
explanatory of the bufinefs, to be 
lia before the court; which Mr. 
Pitt promifed fhould be fent to the 
Bank either to-morrow or on Sun- 
day. é 
(No. 28.) 
Letter from the Chancellor. of ihe Exche- 
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quer, and Opinions of the Court of Di- 


rectors. 


Downing-ftrect, 15th February, 1797. 


Gentlemen, 

SINCE our laft converfation I 
have turned my attention to an idea, 
which has been fuggefted to me, of 
raifing the money wanted for Ire- 
landas part ofone loan, together with 
that which may be requifite here, 
and of leaving the time and mode 
of remittance to be fettled between 
the Englifh and Irifh governments, 
according to circumftances. Such 
a meafure might poflibly prevent 
fome inconvenience, which would 
arife from there being otherwife 
two loans on the market at the fame 
time, and might alfo give better 
means of regulating the remittance 
in the manner leaft inconvenient. 
It would at the fame time hardly 
fail to be acceptable to Ireland, as 
it would probably procure money 
for them at a much cheaper rate 
than they could otherwife borrow 
it. Ihave to requeft the favour of 
you to learn the fentiments of your 
court on this point, and to commu- 
nicate to me the refult. 

i have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) Wm. Pitt. 
Governor and Deputy Governor 
of the Bank. 


After a debate on the fubjeét of 
this letter, it was the opinion of the 
court, that it might be better for 
the minifter of this country to have 
the controul over the remittance of 
the fum intended for Ireland, than, 
byan open loan for Ireland, to leave 
in the power of that government 
to draw the money away, without 
any confideration of the cafe of the 
Bank. And the Governor and 
Deputy Governor, and Mr. 8. 
Thornton, were defired to wis 

r. 
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Mr. Pitt with the following obfer- 

vation on his letter, as diftated by 
the court :— 

“Tt is the opinion of this court, 
“ That the plan of adding to the 
«intended Englifh loan the fum 
« that has been propofed to be raif- 
“ed here for the government of 
 Jreland, and of making the remit- 
“tances at fuch periods, and in 
* fuch manner, as may be leaft in- 
“ convenient, is preferable to the 
“ yalfing an Irifh loan in England 
“ by itfelf, and fixing the payments 
and remittances in a manner 
“ which cannot be varied according 
“ to circumftances. 

“ But the court muft repeat their 
“ apprehenfions, that any meafure 
“which tends to carry money out 
« of the country, is replete with 
“alarming confequences to the 
* Bank of England.” 

The paper containing the above 
was accordingly carried up to Mr. 
Pitt, who read it with attention, 
and then returned it. 


(No. 29.) 


Refaluticn of the Court of Direftors, 234 
of February, 1797. 


*¢ Refolved, That it is the opi- 
* nion of this court, that the Trea- 
“fury bills of exchange fhall be 
“ paid, which will become due in 
“the courfe of next week, to the 
*‘ amount of about 150,0001; but 
“that no other Treafury bills of 
“exchange fhall be paid by this 
“honfe until money be iffued to 
* the Bank to pay the fame.” 

The Governor and Deputy Go- 
vernor were defired to go and 
wait upon Mr. Pitt with the above 
refolution, as foon as the court 
broke up. . 


(No. 30.) 
Addition to No. 26. 


THE Governor mentioned to 
Mr. Pitt the great diftrefs and in- 
convenience which the Bank, the 
bankers, and the public, fuffered for 
want of a frefh coinage of filver, 
and requefted the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to take fome early mea- 
fures fora redrefs thereof by a new 
coinage, at leaft of fome part of 
what would be wanted. 


(No. 31.) 


Interview with the Chancellor of the Ex= 
chequer, 18th of February, 1797. 


THE Governorand Deputy Go- 
vernor this day waited upon the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, by 
his appointment; when he men- 
tioned to them, that he was exceed- 
ingly prefled by the government of 
Ireland to allow them to raife a 
loan in thiscountry; andhethought . 
that about 1,500,0001. would be the 
fum. He knew it would bea diffi- 
cult and unpleafant meafure to be 
carried through, but thought it right 
to {peak to the Governor of the 
Bank about it. The Governor 
immediately told Mr. Pitt, that fuch 
a {cheme muft have the wortt effe& 
poflible; that it would caufe the’ 
ruin of the Bank; for that fucha 
loan raifed here would all be fent 
over in money to Ireland, and 
would drain much of our {pecie 
from us. Mr. Pitt defired that the 
matter might at prefent be only 
communicated to the Committee 
of Treafury, but not to the court of 
Dire¢tors ; which the Governor 
promifed to do, and to wait upon 
him again to-morrow with Mr. Pu- 
get, as Mr. Pitt wifhed to fpeak 
with him alfo on the fubjeét. 


(No. 32.) 


, 
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(No. 32.) 


Interview with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, 9th of February, 1797. 


THE Governor this day commu- 
nicated to the Committee the cir- 
cumftance mentioned by Mr. Pitt 
yefterday, about a farther loan for 
Ireland; which ftruck them all as 
kely to produce the moft difaftrous 
confequences to the Houfe. And 
the Committee joired in opinion 
fully, that the Governor in his in- 
terview with Mr. Pitt to-day, fhould 
tell him, that under the prefent 
fiate of the Bank’s advances to go- 
vernment here, fuch a meafure 
would threaten ruin to the houfe, 
and moft probably bring us un- 
der the neceflity to fhut up our 
doors. 

After the court this day, the Go- 
vernor, with Mr. §. Thornton (as 
the Deputy could not attend) and 
Mr. Puget, waited on Mr. Pitt; 
who told them, that notwithftand- 
ing the difficulties and dangers 
which they forefaw by his carrying 
into execution a farther loan for 
Ireland, he found it to be a meafure 
of government abfolutely neceffary ; 
but that he would do every thing he 
could to obviate the difficulties, by 

»making the Bank more eafy in o- 
ther points; and he propofed to 
raife, by an addition to the prefent 
voluntary loan, or by other means, 
with the confent of the fubfcribers 
to that loan, whatever fum the 
Bank might defire to be paid off 
from its advances to government. 
He propofed this from an opinion 
that it was poflibly in the power of 
the Bank to render itfelf fafe by the 
diminution of its ouiftanding notes; 
and he added that he withed this 
reduction of their notes to be ef- 
fected by a diminution of their ad- 
yances'to government, rather than 
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by leffening their commercial dif- 
counts. 

On the Governor’s ftating that, 
in the event of the meafurevof an 
Irifh loan being effected here, the 
Bank would probably think it ne- 
ceflary to reftrain their advances, 
both to government and the pub- 
lic, by way of difcount, Mr. Pitt 
anfwered, He had rather pay back 
five millions to the Bank than that 
they fhould reftrain their difcounts 
three millions; or to that effect. 
Mr. Pitt expreffed an opinion that 
a good deal of the money that had 
been taken from this country laft 
year was returned; and, perhaps, 
kept back in London, or in other 
parts of the kingdom, from whence 
he hoped to draw the refources he 
wants by a loan under the propof- 
ed circumftances. Some difcuffion 
took place with Mr. Puget, whether 
a part at leaft of the Irifh loan 
might not be negotiated in Ireland: 
and reafon was given to think that 
a trial for this would be made. Mr. 
Puget fuggefted, that a pecuniary 
affiftance given by this government 
to the Irifh government might be 
preferable to aloan, as the money 
might be demanded back when 
there was preffing occafion for it : 
but Mr. Pitt was of opinion, that if 
the neceflity to call it back fhould 
arife, Ireland would not be able to 
pay it; whereas he hoped the fpe- 
cie would find its way back, by the 
regular courfe of trade, as foon as 
the internal ftate of that country 
would permit. 

Mr. Pitt propofed that the repay- 
ment to the Bank fhould be made 
proportionate to the inftalments on 
the Irifh loan, or to exceed them 
confiderably if defired; alfo that 
no difcount for prompt payment 
fhould be made on the Irith loan... 

On their return from Mr. it 
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the Governor ordered a Committee 
to be fummoned to meet to-mor- 
row, on very fpecial affairs, at 
twelve o’clock. 


(No. 33.) 


Letter from the Chancellor’ of the Exche- 
quer, and Refolution of the Court of 
DireGtors, 13th of February, 1797. 


AT acourt of Direétors held this 
day on fpecial affairs, the Governor 
laid before the court the matter 
which had been propofed to the 
Committee of the Treafury by Mr. 
Pitt, and which had been the fub- 
ject of the feveral minutes of the 
Committee on the 8th, 9th, and 
10th inftant, in their private book : 
and the Governor then read to the 
court the following letter, which 
he had received from the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, viz. 


Downing -frrect, Feb. 10, 1797. 


Gentlemen, 

T have to requeft you to acquaint 
your court, that from the reprefen- 
tations received from Ireland, it ap- 
pears indifpenfable for the public 
fervice, that a loan fhould be raifed 
here for the ufe of that govern- 
ment, to the amount of 1,500,000l. 
on which I underftand a confidera- 
ble depofit will be requifite about 
the end of March. Iam fully fen- 
fible that, in the prefent fituation, 
fuch a loan might produce great 
temporary inconvenience here; 
and unlefs fome meafures were a- 
ponies to guard againft its poffible 
effects, might make it appear ne- 
cefiary for the Bank, from prudence 
and precaution, to reftrain the ac- 
commodation which they now give 
to the commerce of the country, 
within much narrower limits than 
is defirable. In order to avoid this 
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great inconvenience, and at the 
fame time to be enabled to provide 
for the urgent demands from Ire- 
land, which are conne¢ted with the 
greateft intereft and fafety, to pre- 
vent farther embarrafiments in the 
vigorous exertions which the pre- 
fent crifis may require, it may, I 
think, be expedient to propofe to 
parliament to raife money fufficient 
for paying off fix or (if it fhould be ~ 
thought neceffary) feven millions 
(including the Treafury bills) of 
the fum now outftanding, due from 
the public to the Bank. So great 
a reduction of their advances muft, 
I truft, render them much more at 
eafe as to the effect of other opera 
tions. I wifhalfo to have it under- 
ftood, that I fhould propofe the re- 
payments to be received by the 
Bank, to take place by inftalments 
at leaft as early, and to as great an 
amount, as any remittance that 
could be made to Ireland under the 
inftalments to be fixed for that loan. 
I fhall be extremely glad to know 
the fentiments of the court on that 
fubject, and to confer with you, and 
any other gentlemen of the court, 
on any point which may require 
explanation, and on the beft means 
of carrying the meafure into exe- 
cution, if it meets with the concur- 
rence of the court, 
Ihave the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) Ws. Pitt. 
Governor and Deputy Governor 
of the Bank. 


The court received this commu- 
nication with great uneafinefs, from 
an apprehenfion of the bad confe- 
quences which would, in all proba- 
bility, arife to the Bank from the 
remittance of fucha fum to Ireland, 
and the great drain of cafh which 
it would occafion; and after a very 

ferious 
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ferious debate upon the fubjed, 
they came to the following refolu- 
tion,, viz. 

~ * Refolved, That the court is 
“of opinion, that the repayment 
“of feven millions of the money 
“ advanced by the Bank to govern- 
“ ment, will be of very effential fer- 
“ vice to this houfe; but the court 
“is neverthelefs extremely appre- 
“henfive that the negotiating the 
“ propofed loan for Ireland in this 
* country, will neceffarily endan- 
“ger the faiety of the Bank of 
“England, by the large drains of 
“caf which it muft occafion for 
“the remittance of that fum to 
“ Treland.” 

The Governor and Deputy Go- 
vernor, with Mr. Darell and Mr. 
Bofanquet, were deputed by the 
court to wait upon the Chancellor 
ef the Exchequer with this refolu- 
tion; and they took with them a 
copy of it ina paper fealed up, that 
in cafe Mr. Pitt fhould require it to 
be left with him to fhew it to the 
cabinet, it might be in a fituation 
guarded from the eyes of the peo- 
ple in office. The Deputation 
waited on Mr. Pitt when the court 
broke up, and waited till he came 
home; when, being admitted, the 
Governor told him, that a fpecial 
court had been held on the fubjeé, 
and that he and the other gentle- 
men were deputed to bring him the 
refolution of the court upon it; 
which Mr. Pitt read attentively ; 
and defiring to have a copy left 
with him, the one fealed up was 
given to him; which he was defir- 
ed by the Governor to return to 
him when he had communicated 
it to the cabinet. In the conver- 
fation which took place afterwards, 
the Governor afked if it was not 
pofable that a part of the 1,500,0001. 
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could be’ raifed in Ireland for its 
own ufe. Mr. Pitt faid, that the 
fum mentioned was all expetted 
from this country; that a farther 
fum was wanted in the whole; but 
that the Irifh government hoped to 
raife the remainder in that country. 
On the fubje& of the loan to be 
raifed here to pay off the above 
fum to the Bank, Mr. Pitt faid he 
meant to make it equal, not only 
to that purpofe, but to fet him at 
his eafe for other parts of the pub- 
lic fervice, which he had not been 
able to calculate with fufficient ex- 
acHtude on bringing out the laft 
loan. That he meant to raife this 
additional fum in the fame funds; 
and, if poflible, by the fame fub- 
{cribers, to whom propofals would 
be made, with anallowance for their 
lofs on the former engagement; 
and that if he was difappointed in 
this expectation, he muft take other 
meafures as ufual. 

After this, the Governor afked of 
Mr. Pitt if itcould not be made com- 
patible with the forms of office, that 
when the payments fhould come to 
be made on this propofed loan, the 
money might be retained af once 
by the Bank, as far as was intended 
for the liquidation of their advances, 
without being fent up to the Ex- 
chequer, as was hitherto prattifed ; 
which mode had often caufed ade- 
lay of many days, and once laft 
year a total difappointment of the 
fum. Mr. Pitt faid, that he faw 
no reafon why this routine of of- 
fice fhould not be altered ;—that he 
would think of it, and order ano- 
ther arrangement. 


(No. 34.) 


Refolution of the Court of Direéors, and 
Defutation’s Interview with the Chan- 


THE CHRONICLE, 


aellor of the Exchequer, 21/2 of Febru- 
eryy 1797. 


THE Committee obferving, with 
reat. uneafinefs, the large and con- 
nt decreafe in the cafh, held-a 
articular confultation on that fub 
je&t this day; and on examination 
into the ftate of the cafh fince the 
beginning of this year, they found 
that in the courfe of the month of 
January there had been a decreafe 
of ]. and fince the 
beginning of this month a farther 
lofs of 1. and that the 
cafh was now reduced to between 
andabout 1. 
. yalue, in bullion and foreign coin, 
and about the value of 1. 
in filver bullion. Perceiving alfo, 


by the conftant calls of the bank- 


ers from all parts of the town for 
eafh, that there muft be fome ex- 
traordinary reafons for this drain, 
arifing probably from the alarms of 
‘an expected invafion, the Com- 
mittee, after maturely confidering 
the matter, refolved to fend a no- 
tice to the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer of the fituation of matters 
at the Bank; and to explain exact- 
ly to him how the cafh is circum- 
ftanced, that he may if poffible and 
proper, ftrike out fome means of 
alleviating the public alarms, and 
ftopping this apparent difpofition 
in people’s minds for having 4 
ize depofit of cafh in their houfes. 
The Governor, Deputy Gover- 
nor, with Mr. Darell and Mr. Bo- 
anquet, were deputed to wait up- 
on Mr. Pitt; who went to hin,— 
d after defcribing to him the 
anxiety of mind which all the Di- 
rectors were under on this fubjeét, 
they explained to Mr. Pitt the ex- 
et particulars above mentioned. 
r. Pitt feemed aware that this un- 
wfual drain of cafh from the Bank 
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mutt arife from the alarm of an in- 
vafion, which he obferved was now 
become much more ’general than 
he could think neceffary... He faid, 
that~ by all his informations he 
could not learn of any hoftile pre- 
parations of confequence making 
in France. to invade this country, 
except the fleet which was refitting. 
at Breft, after being driven off from 
the coaft of Ireland; but, that he 
could not anfwer that no partial at- 
tack cn this country would be made 
by fuch a mad and defperate enemy, 
as we had to deal with. The De- 
putation preffed on Mr. Pitt to de- 
clare fomething of this kind in par- 
liament, in order to eale the public 
mind. 

The Deputation then mention-~ 
ed to him the neceffity of bringing 
forward the new loan, out of which 
the repayment of the feven mil- 
lions to the Bank was to be made, 
as in the prefent emergency it was 
of the utmoft confequence that our 
advances fhould be contracted as 
foon as poflible. He faid, he was oc~ 
cupied on that point, and hoped, in 
a couple of days, to have his plan fo 
arranged as to be able to call the 
gentlemen together, with whom it 
might be neceffary to negotiate for 
anewloan. Mr. Pittalfo mention- 
ed, that he hoped the Committce 
would, in the prefent fituation of 
matters, think it neceffary to en- 
deavour at obtaining a fupply 
of gold from foreign countries; 
which the Governor told him they 
were confidering about, and fhould 
do what they could therein. 


(No. 35.) 
Interview with the Chancellor of the Fix- 
chequer, 22d of February, 1797. 


Mefirs. Goldfmid, and. Elinfon 
attended the Committee this day, 
and 
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and were directed to give farther 
orders to Hamburgh for the pur- 
chafe of gold; and were told that 
an application would immediately 
be made to the minifter to order a 
frigate or armed floop to go to Ham- 
burgh to take in fuch gold as might 
be bought, and alfo to defire that 
the reftriftion on the captains of 
the packets, not to take any gold 
en board at Hamburgh for this 
country, might be taken off. The 
Governor and Deputy Governor 
waited on Mr. Pitt on this fubject; 
who promifed to apply to the Ad- 
miralty for directions about fending 
out a frigate or armed floop; and 
that he would apply to the Poft- 
mafter General to give the orders 
to the captains of the packets. 

The Governor preffed Mr. Pitt 
again on the fubjeéct of the Treafu- 
ry bills, and told him that he feared 
the court would not agree te pay 
the Treafury bills which fall due 
next week. 

Mr. Pitt faid he would fend 
50,0001. to the Bank in part pro- 
vifion thereof, but that he did not 
think he could raife the money to 
the full amount of the bills due. 


(No. 36.) 


Interview with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, 24th of February, 1797. 


AT a Committee of the whole 
court held this day, it appeared that 
the lofs of cafh yefterday was above 

}, and that . about 

1. were already drawn 

out this day, which gave fuch an 
alarm for the fafety of the houfe, 
that the Deputy Governor and Mr, 
Bofanquet were defired to wait on 
Mr. Pitt to mention to him thefe 
circumftances, and to afk him how 
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far he thought the Bank might ven 
ture to goon paying cafh; and when 
he would think it neceflary to in- 
terfere before our cafh was fo re- 
duced as might be detrimental to 
the immediate fervice of the ftate. 
Mr. Pitt faid, this was a matter of 
great importance, and that he muft: 
be prepared with fome refolution 
to bring forward in the council 
for a proclamation to ftop the iffue 
of cafh from the Bank, and to give 
the fecurity of parliament to the. 
notes of the Bank. Inconfequence 
of which he fhould think it might 
be proper to appoint a Secret Com- 
mittee of the Houfe of Commons 
to look into the ftate of the Bank 
affairs ; which they affured him the 
Bank were well prepared for, and 
would produce to fuch a commit- 
tee. Mr. Pitt alfo obferved that 
he fhould have no objeétion to pro- 
pofe to parliament, in cafe of a 
proclamation, to. give parliament- 
ary fecurity for Bank notes. The 
Governor and Deputy Governor 
this day waited on Mr. Pitt, to men- 
tion to him, that it would in the 
prefent circumftances be highly re- 
quifite that fome general meeting 
of the bankers and chief merchants 
of London fhould be held, in order 
to bring on fome refolution for the 
fupport of the public credit in this 
alarming crifis: and they took the 
liberty to recommend to Mr. Pitt 
to have a private meeting of fome 
of the chief bankers at his houfe 
to-morrow, at three o’clock,” in 
which the plan for a more general 
meeting on Tuefday or Wednefday 
next might be laid; in the propri- 
ety of which Mr. Pitt agreed, and 
faid he would fummon a previous 
meeting for to-morrow according- 
ly. This was communicated by 
the Governor to the Committee. 
Anfuw 
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Anfwer to (No. 1.) 

ON the communication of the 
refolution (No. 1.) on the 17th of 

anuary 1795, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer expreffed his thanks 
for the communication; and faid, 
he fhould arrange his meafures in 
conformity: but that though he 
was going to reduce immediately 
the fum of the Treafury bills, it 
might not be in his power to bring 
them down to the fum ftipulated 


till after the firft payment of the, 


_ loan. 


Anfwer to(No.2.)  , 


The Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer having read the paper, feemed 
fully convinced of the propriety of 
the reprefentation; and declared, 
that it fhould have been attended 
to on his part before, but that, in 
the multiplicity of public affairs, it 
had been forgotten. He, however, 
faid, that it fhould be complied with 
out of hand, and that he would or- 
der 1,200,000]. to be paid to the 

Bank, on that account, immedi- 
ately. 


Anfwer to (No. 4.) 


: ON prefenting this paper, Mr. 

Pitt faid, it was not his fault that 
the account had not been diminifh- 
ed, for he had ordered, fome time 
fince, two warrants to be made out, 
amounting ‘to above 600,000l. 
which were now completing, and 
would foon come down to us; fhew- 
ing, at the fame time, the prepara- 
tory parts thereof. The Governor 
then replied, that 600,000. would 
not nearly reduce the amount to 
the agreed fum; that our calls had 
lately been fo great, with large 
drains of cafh and bullion, as made 
Us carneftly with to leffen our cre- 
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dits as much as poffible; and then 
he wifhed Mr. Pitt would, without 
particular inconvenience to him- 
felf, name a day from whence the 
refolution of the court fhould take 
place. The Deputy Governorafked 
if Mr. Pitt could do this next Mon- 
day? (when the chairmen were to 
meet him on the national-ftock bu- 
finefs) He replied, he could not, 
he believed, be ready to do it by 
that time, but he might probably 
then inform us farther about it; and 
added his hope, that the Bank did 
not, fer this year, mean to reftriét 
him from the credit of 500,0001. on 
Treafury bills. 


Anfwer to (No. 5.) 


MR. PIT? acknowledged, That 
he had not, in his note of Wednef- 
day laft, entered into any particu 
lars about the payment of the Trea- 
fury bills; but that he meant, if the 
Bank affifted him with the two 
millions and an half in queftion, 
on Exchequer bills, payable out of 
the growing produce of the confo- 
lidated fund, in the quarters for 
Oober next and the April follow- 
ing, he did mean to pay part of the 
Bank’s advance on the Treafury 
bills out of that money; but he 
hoped that the whole of it would 
not be required, but that it fhould 
be provided for out of other funds. 
—The Governor then obferved to 
him, how frequent promifes had 
been given to reduce this advance 
to the limit of 500,0001. which had 
never yet been carried into effeét ; 
and begged leave to reprefent how 
defirous the Bank court was to 
have the payment of the Treafu- 
ry acceptances otherwife arranged 
than at the Bank; which Mr. Pitt 
faid, fhould be taken up on a future’ 
occafion, The Governor faid, he 

could 
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could not engage for any thing; 
but he knew how defirous the court 
always was to affift the government, 
though a provident care for their 
eftablifiment mutt precede all other 
objects. Mr. Pitt ebferved on this, 
that the welfare of the Bank, we 
muft fuppofe, was an object of 
equal imporiance to him as to us. 
The Governor then added, that 
though he did not engage for the 
court, if Mr. Pitt could promife that 
two millions of the fum, now afked 
for, {hould be applied to extinguith 
fo much of the advance on the 
Treafury bills, he believed it might 
be acceded to. Mr. Pitt replied, 
that he could not anfwer’ for fo 
large a part being paid immediately ; 
but that he would, on this informa- 
tion, draw up a new letter to the 
court, to. be confidered next Thurf- 
day ; and he wifhed to fee the two 
Governors at twelve o’clock on 
Tuefday next, to fubmit to them 
the plan of his letter: and the Go- 
vernor and Deputy promifed to 
wait on him at that time accord- 
ingly. 


Anfwers to (No. 7.) 

AFTER Mr. Pitt had read this 
paper, with great attention, twice, 
he began by expreffing his fatisfac- 
tion and approbation of the meafure 
of communicating fuch matters to 
him; faying, That he would moft 
certainly frame his arrangements‘in 
a manner that might enable him to 
remove our fears, and prevent un- 
pleafant confequences; and that he 
would endeavour to do this in fuch 
a manner as fhould produce no 
alarm; ftrongly recommending to 
thé court of Direétors to ufe every 
sali precaution to prevent that 
allo. 
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The Governor then faid, That 
he hoped Mr. Pitt did not conceive 
it to be the intention of the court. 
to refufe the advance of the land 
and malt, 1796; but only that it 
was their wifh to protraét it for 
fome time. Mr. Pitt faid he un- 
derftood it fo, and fhould avoid 
applying for it until it might be 
more fuitable to’ the Bank. - He 
alfo faid, he fhould certainly reim- 
burfe a million of the Treafury 
bills, and repay the 1,100,000l. as 
foon as the accounts were made 
up; and, if it was neceflary, the 
1,400,0001. remaining fhould be re- 
imbried. r 

The Governor mentioned to 
him the drain of cath to Ireland, 
the calls for the Weft India arma- 
ment, and the probability of foon 
perceiving thofe that may be occa- 
fioned by the claimants of the neu- 
tral fhips being reimburfed : in all 
which he feemed to concur. Then 
the Governor ftated to him, that 
the price of gold being fo much 
above the value of our guineas, 
muft neceflarily imprefs his mind- 
with the unavoidable confequences. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
viewed this in a moft ferious light. 

The Governor then mentioned 
the probability of the claims of the 
American fhips taken in the Weft 
Indies foon coming to a hearing, 
and which, he faid, from report, 
would amount to near four milli-. 
ons. Mr. Pitt agreed that appeals 
were foon to be made, but he did 
not think the amount would come 
up to fuch a fum. The Governor 
then refumed the fubje& of the. 
Treafury bills; and hoped that, after 
the meeting of parliament, Mr. Pitt 
would fo arrange mattérs as to pre-" 
vent their continuing to be paid eh 

the, 
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the Bank in the manner lately 
adopted. His reply was, that this 
obje& would foon ceafe; their a- 
mount feemed to have impreffed 
his mind with a defign to difconti- 
nue the fervice that occafioned 
them; the troops were about to 
return home. He candidly ac- 
knowledged, that the expence of 
our troops on the Continent had 
been enormous; and intimated, 
that the bent and operation of the 
war, as long as it did ftill continue, 
would be naval, and in the Welt 
Indies. 

The Governor then made his 
acknowledgements to Mr, Pitt for 
the indulgence of fo much time as 
he had given to him and the De- 
puty Governor. The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer faid he was going 
out of town to-morrow, fora week, 
and at his return would be glad to 
fee the Governor again, if any 
thing material fhould occur. 


Summary of the Report of the Secret 
Committee appointed to confider of the 
Papers feized in Belfaft. Prefented in 
the rift Houfe of Commons by Mr. 
Pelham. 


S hoe Committee began by ftat- 
ing, that they confidered it 
to be a proper difcharge of their 
duty to examine into the principles 
and motives of the Society of United 
Irifhmen at its firft formation: they 
affert, that in confequence of this 
examination they find that the So- 
ciety, under the pretext of promot- 
ing a Parliamentary Reform, and 
what they called Emancipation of 
the Catholics, harboured a defign to 
difunite this country from Great 
Britain, to overthrow the prefent 
conftitution, and eftablifh in its 
Vou. XXXIX. 
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ftead a republican form of govern- 
ment. ‘The Committee reft this 
opinion, in a great meafure, ona 
letter written by Theobald Wolfe 
Tone, a very active member of that 
focicty, to his friends in Beifaft; in 
which there appears a number of 
expreffions which feem to indicate 
that Mr.. Tone confidered the Bri- 
tifh conneétion as the bane of Irifh 
profperity. Another ground of the 
opinion of this Committee is, the 
declaration publifhed by the Seciety 
of United Irifhmen in Dublin, in 
the year 1791, when Mr. Rowan 
and Dr. Drenan were Chairman and 
Secretary, in which the prominent 
principle is, that mone but the people 
can {peak the will of the people. The 
Committee then proceed to the 
papers. They ftate the manner in 
which thefe papers had been feized 
in the houfe of a John Alexander, 
at Belfaft, by Captain Barber and 
Mr. Fox; they recite in what rooms 
and in what company they had been 
found, and infer that they were the 
papers of two committees of Unit- 
ed Irifhmen. By one it appears 
that the fociety is organized ina 
very perfect manner; «thé loweft 
conftituent part is the Baronial 
Committee, or the committee of 
the members who live in one ba- 
rony. When this committee be- 
comes numerous, it is fplit into two 
committees. When a certain 
number of thefe committees are 
formed in a county, they elect a 
County Committee; when a cer- 
tain number of county committees 
are formed, they elect a Provincial 
Committee; and again, when two 
or more of thefe committees are 
created, they elect members who 
form the higheft member of the 
fociety, a National Qemmittee.— 
They are, among yther things, 1m- 
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powered to raife money in certain 
proportions, and to diftribute it in 
certain ways; fuch as providing 
-arms and ammunition; fupplying 
the members who fuffer for the 
caufe with neceffaries, and with the 
means of defence; providing for 
the families of thofe who may fall 
in any way for the common fervice; 
and they are enabled to regulate 
the election of military ofkicers. 
There is a_ particular’ provifion 
which fixes the manner in which 
the tribunal fhall be chofen, who, 
when a revolution begins, °fhall 
decide on the property, and even 
the lives of accufed individuals; 
and there is another provifion 
which declares what defcription of 
fufpeéted perfons fhall not be fuf- 
fered to enter the ranks when the 
conflict fhall begin. The other 
papers are minutes of the proceed- 
ings of the {ub-committees of 
United Irifhmen, and reports on a 
variety of fubjects. They contain, 
in the firft place} accurate returns 
of the numbers of men who have at 
different periods become members 
of the body; alfo returns of the 
fums fubfcribed by each refpective 
place, and the purpofes. for which 
the money has been expended. 
The returns of guns, . bayonets, 
{words, pikes, cannon, powder, 
ball-cartridges, and of bullets, are 
all reported with equal accuracy; 
and always accompany the returns 
of men and money. ‘The fociety 
has rifen to a‘number truly formi- 
dable — not lefs at this moment 
than one hundred thoufand mem 
The amount of their arms appears 
to be very confiderable ; and they 


axeckon among their ordnance eight 


Lae Y 


sicces of cannon and one mortar. 
In their money accounts are found 
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diture for affifting prifoners and 
purchafing arms; and in one returm 
it is remarkable that the officer who 
remits it fays, “* This money has 
been paid fomewhat before the 
ufual time, becaufe it is expected 
our friends will foon arrive at 
Bantry,” or words to that effect ; 
and feveral inftances occur in the 
papers, of allufions to the expeéted 
arrival of thefe friends. In fome 
papers the committees earneftly 
exhort the people to temperance, 
to fobriety, and to peace, obferving 
that the wifh of government was 
to goad them into infurrection, by 
which the hopes of the people 
would be defeated, not only now, 
but perhaps for ever; and in one 
place occurs the remarkable advice 
* to -have nothing to do with the 
father or his fon.’’? That the foci- 
ety exercife a judicial authority over 
their members appears alfo by thefe 
papers; for in more than one of 
them there is mention made of cer- 
tain perfons who had been charged 
witlroffences having been tried and 
acquitted; and one inftance is 
found of the,executive committee 
having been purged by another 
branch of the body for an abufe of 
their truft; three-fourths of them 
were removed, and men of ac- 
knowledged merit fubftituted in 
their room. In fome of the mi- 
nutes are to be found the names or 
the initials of perfons reported to 
be bad, or unfound and dangerous 
members; exhortations are fre- 
quent io avoid communicating on 
the affairs of the fociety with per- 
fons who had not taken the teft; 
and in one cafe it is faid, that the 
old pafs-word of the body was o- 
bliged to be changed, in confe- 
quence of fome negligence of this 
Kind; it is ftrongly inculcated on 

the 
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the committees to take care that 
the men fhould be regularly and 
judicioufly formed into companies 
and battalions; that the menfhould 
be well known to their officers, and 
the officers to the men; and that 
all fhould hold themfelves in rea- 
dinefs to appear at a moment’s 
warning, as it was not known how 
foon they might be called out. 

The Committee again take oc- 
cafion to obferve, that it appeared 
from thefe papers the United Irith- 
men made a pretext of reform and 
emancipation to cover a defign to 
fubvert, inftead of amending the 
conftitution; to confifcate pro- 
perty, and extinguifh the pofleffors 
of it; and this they infer, arguent, 
from the cireumftance that thefe 
two objects have not been men- 
tioned in thefe papers as the end of 
their inftitution. In further cor- 
roboration of the opinion, they tran- 
{cribe a paper called the Donagha- 
dee Refolutions, in which it is 


-emphatically ftated to have been 


the opinion of the beft ftatefmen, 
philofophers, and divines, that all 
power originated with the people 
—that when tyrants ufurp power, 
er governors (legitimately contti- 
tuted) degenerate into tyrants, it 
becomes the right and duty of the 
people to take arms to wreft that 
power from the hands which abufe 
it, and reftore it to thofe to whom 
it of right belongs,” &c. &c.— 
The report goes on to ftate, that it 
has appeared to the Committee, 
though they are not at liberty to 
difclofe the evidence, partly be- 
caufe it was merely oral, and partly 
becaufe it might be neceflary here- 
after to produce it before a court 
of juftice, that aflaffinations had 
been encouraged by the fociety, 
and that great pains had been taken 
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to feduce the ‘fidelity of the foldiery 
— But the Committee declare them- 
felves happy in being able to ftate, 
that his Majefty’s troops have re- 
mained fteady and faithful — and 
that the Houfe may place the ut- 
moft confidence in their exertions. 


Subfiance of the Inftrudtions relative to 
the Baggage and Marches of the 
Army, in cafe the Enemy land in Eng- 
land; which have beex lent to all Ge- 
nerals, and all Officers commanding 
Regiments. 


6 HE fervice on which the 
troops may be called, will be 

of fuch a nature while it lafts, that 
the ufual convenience of the field 
cannot be allowed. All unneceffa- 
ry baggage muft be removed. No 
more than five waggons and three 
carts will be allowed to each regi- 
ment for every purpofe. All other 
carriages whatever will be ordered 
to a great diftance in the rear, and 
if at any time found near the army, 
will be ordered to be deftroyed. 
Officers. muft prepare for moving 
in the lighteft manner. The per- 
fonal baggage of each officer muft 
be contained ina fimall portman- 
teau. One tent will be allowed 
for fixteen men. During the 
march every officer will remain with 
his divifion, and never quit it on 
any account. No foldier to be 
permitted to leave his rank. The 
march mutt be fo regulated that the 
troops may advance three Englifh 
miles in an hour and a quarter. 
The troops fhould always confider 
themfelves as if in the prefence of 
an enemy. The line of march 
muft never be lengthened, if it can 
be avoided. The proper clofenefs 
of the march, on all occafions, is 3 
point of the higheft confequence. 
K2 The 
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The troops muft march on the 
greateft front the roads or overtures 
i v. The line of carriages 


ee 
~ ‘ouft at no time f{top, whatever ac- 


cidents may happen to any indi- 
vidual one; but fuch carriage muft 
inftantly be drawn on one fide, and 
repaired, if poffible. The officers 
commanding the feveral divifions of 
carriages, will be anfwerable for the 
ftri& obfervance of this article, a 
failure of which might {top and en- 
danger a whole army. 

‘“* From the unremitting zeal and 
ardour of the troops, every fuccefs 
may be hoped for. In many fitu- 
ations our object will be in ftop- 
ping the progrefs of an enemy, if 
fuperior in number, and endeavour- 
ing to penetrate into the country; 
inftead of keeping all our forces 
colleéted, to oppofe him in front, 
to allot a part only for that pur- 
pofe, and, by throwing the reft in 
different bodies on his flanks, and 
even in his rear, as he advances, to 
circumfcribe his movements, and, 
by unremitting attacks, to make his 
progrefs flow and uneafy. This 
will not be difficult to attain, fhould 
his march be confined to the great 
roads of the country, from the ex- 
tenfion of his columns, and as an 
attack anywhere would neceflarily 
make a ftop everywhere. Should 
he endeavour to open parallel 
routes, and to march in feveral con- 
nected columns, this operation 
could be much retarded, would oc- 
' cafion great delay in point of time, 
and give us great advantage in af- 
fembling and increafing our num- 
bers. 

*« In oppofing the enemy in this 
manner every thing will depend on 
the alertnefs of the troops, the light- 
nefs of their equipment, and their 
being freed from every incumbrance 
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of baggage, carriages, or even a nu- 
merous artillery. It will depend 
on the nature of the ground how 
far the cavalry can give fupport, 
on fuch occafions, to the infantry; 
but in general they will be deftined 
to annoy and circumfcribe the 
flanks of the enemy’s march. In 
carrying on this kind of war the 
troops would hardly ever-be able to 
encamp but when it was apparent 
that the enemy, from neceflity, 
would be obliged to remain in fome 
particular fituation, or that we took 
up a fituation that was to be main- 
tained. For this ftate of action we 
muft always be prepared, and, 
though, while it lafts, exceedingly 
fevere for the troops, muft be more 
than equally diftreffing for the ene- 
my, as his difficulty muft increafe 
the further he advances into the 
country; and whenever he becomes 
obliged to eftablith a chain of pofts 
to keep up his communication with 
the point from which he originally 
departed, fuch pofts will certainly 
be forced and cut off, and he there 
by reduced to the greateft extremi- 
ty, while the country, open to our 
rear, will afford us every help and 
afliftance, and enable us, when he 
arrives at acertain point, and when 
it is judged proper, with united and 
increafed force, to attack and ut- 
terly defeat him.” 


The Will of the late Mr. Thellufjon has 
been proved in Doctors Commons. The 
Heads of which are as follow : 


To his wife he bequeaths 300 
guineas, to be paid at the expira- 
tion of ten days after his death, to- 
gether with all his jewels, watches, 
and trinkets, and his ftock of wine, 
corn, hay, and ftraw. He alfo 

leaves 
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leaves in truft for her ufe, all his 
capital meffuage at Plaiftow, with 
all the lands, grounds, gardens, 
houfehold furniture, and one thou- 
fand four hundred ounces of plate. 
Upon her death or marriage the 
faid property to be fold, and the 
money arifing from fuch fale to 
compofe part of the refidne of his 
eftate: he likewife bequeaths to 
her the annual fum of 2,140l. dur- 
ing her life, provided fhe remains 
fingle during that time; but in cafe 
of her fecond marriage, he leaves 
her only the dividends of 5,500l. 
bank ftock,and 3001. long annuities; 
and in that cafe directs the re- 
mainder of the above legacy to be 
divided between his three fons and 
his three daughters.— The above 
5,5001. in cafe of fuch fecond mar- 
riage, at her death to devolve to his 
fix children, in fuch manner as his 
wife may direét by her laft will; and 


- the 1,400 ounces of plate to be di- 


< 


vided among his three fons, and 
their iffue, with the benefit of fur- 
vivorfhip. 

_ To his brother-in-law, the Rev. 


‘Matthew Woodford, Archdeacon 


of Winchefter, James Stanley, Efq. 
of Queen’s Square, Barrifter at 
Law, and Emperor John Alex- 
ander Woodford, of Queen-ftreet, 
Efq. each the fum of 300 guineas, 
as a token of his acknowledgment 
to them for their trouble in the 
execution of his will. 

To each of his fervants living 
with him at his death, and who had 
been fo for twelve months, halfa 
year’s wages, befides what might be 
due to them. 

To his three fons, 7,600l. each, 
in order to make, with what he had 
before given to them, the fum of 
23,0001. with a imall annuity in the 
French funds. 
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To his execuitors, at the death or 
marriage of his wife, 15001. _bank 
ftock, and 200]. long annuities in 
truft, for the ufe of his daughter, 
Maria, the wife of the Hon. Au- 
guftus Phipps, and to her children, 
according to her difpofal. In cafe 
fhe fhould die without iffue, it is 
then to be divided between his two 
other daughters. 

The fum of 12,0001. in truft for 
his daughter Ann (the intereft to 
be paid her while fhe remains fin- 
gle) fubje& to the condition of her 
marrying with the confent of her 
mother and the two executors; in 
cafe of her marrying without fuch 
confent, fhe is only to be entitled 
to the fum of 20001. and 1001. long 
annuities; and part of the remaind- 
er of the 12,0001. is to fink into the 
refidue of his eftate, and the other 
part is to be divided between his 
two daughters. 

To his daughter Augufta Char- 
lotte, 1,500. bank ftock, and 2001. 
per annum long annuities, fubjeét 
to the fame conditions and reftric- 
tions as the legacy to his daughter 
Ann. 

He then particularizes feveral 
annuities which he was poffefled of 
in the French funds, which, with 
the arrears due on them, he leaves 
to his fons and daughters. 

His houfe and warehoufe in Phil- 
pot-lane he leaves to his fons, un- 
der certain conditions. The pro- 
vifions which he has made for his 
faid fons, the will obferves, are 
fufficient to procure them comfort ; 
and he intreats them to avoid of- 
tentation, vanity, and pompous 
fhew, and to be induftrious, as the 
beft fortune they can poffefs.: 

To the wives of his three fons, 
his daughters, and fome others, ‘he 
leaves a ring of 501. value; and to 
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his fifter-in-law, Sophia Woodford, 
one of 25]. value. 

To his eldeftfon, P. J. Thelluf- 
fon, after his mother’s death, he 
gives his family pictures, &c. To 
his fon G. W. Thelluffon, his gold 
feal.with the family arms; the gold 
{nuff-box which Louis XV. gave to 
his father, containing the portrait of 
the Dauphin, father to Louis XVI; 
the filver medal, a copy of the 
gold one given to his father by 
the city of Geneva; alfo the large 
filver coffee-pot and falver, given 
to him by the faid city, with the 
arms of Geneva thereon. To his 
fon ,Charles, a gold watch made 
by. Mudge, with three feals mount- 
ed in gold. 

The remainder of his plate, pic- 
tures,,books, furniture, &c. he 
orders to be fold by public auétion, 
to compofe part of the refidue of 
his eftate. 

. _Tovhis executors and their heirs 
he gives in truft the whole of his 
Yorkthire eftate, together with the 
adyowfon and prefentation to the 
church,of Marr, to be-managed b 
them, and to purchafe land with the 
accumulation of the growing pro- 
fils till the grandfon of his prefent 
grandfon Charles (now an infant 
only four months old, and: the fon 
of the teftator’s third and youngeft 
fon'«Charles) fhall attain the age 
of twenty-one; when the whole of 
this immenfe property, valued now 
at near 800,0001. will be at his: dif- 
pofal ; in default of which heir or 
heirs the whole produce of the faid 
eftate to be applied to the ufe of the 
finking fund, in fuch manneras fhall 
bedirected by act of parliament. The 
right of prefentation to the advyow- 
fon to belong to his fons and their 
defcendants, in regular.rotation.— 
The will then proceeds thus: 


y heirs and fucceffors, 
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* ] order and direét, that, from 
the refpective time or times any 
perfon or perfons fhall become en- 
titled either to any part or fhare, or 
proportion of the aforefaid eftates, 
as well thofe hereby devifed, as 
what may hereafter be purchafed 
in manner aforefaid, as to the whole 
thereof, he and they, and all claim- 
ing under him and them refpeét- 
ively, fhall from thenceforth, there- 
after, and at all times, feverally ufe 
the furname of Thelluffon only; and 
in default thereof I order and direét 
that the faid feveral manors or 
lordfhips, advowfons, meffuages, 
lands, tenements, and _heredita- 
ments, and real eftates heretofore 
devifed, and to be purchafed, fhall 
be thereupon fold and difpofed of 
by Matthew Woodford, James 
Stanley, and Emperor John Alex- 
ander Woodford, and the furvivors 
or furvivor of them, and the truf- 
tees hereafter to be appointed ; and 
that the money to arife and be 
produced from the fale there- 
of, be paid unto his Majefty, his 
Kings or 
Queens of England, to the ufe of 
the finking fund, in fuch manner 
as fhall be directed by aét of par- 
liament. 

* As I have earned the fortune 
which I now poffefs with induftry 
and honefty, I truft and hope that 
the legiflature will not in any man- 
ner alter my will, or the limitations 
thereby created, but permit my 
property to go in the manner in 
which I heréby difpofe of it.” _ 
© The executors and executrix are, 
Matthew Woodford, James Stanley, 
Emperor John Alexander Wood- 
ford, and his wife. The Will is 
dated April 2, 1796, and occupies 
no lefs than twenty-three fheets of 
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“Irtso Roman Cartuotrcs. | 


Some time previous to the diffolu- 

tion of the Irifh Parliament, 
_ when affairs. in Ireland bore a 
_ very gloomy afpeét, Lords Ken- 
mare, Trimbleftown, and Fingal 
waited on his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant with the fol- 
‘lowing Memorial on the part of 
the Roman Catholics of Ireland; 


To his Excellency Earl Camden, Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, the Memorial 
of the under-figned Noblemen and 
Geutlemen of his Majefty’s Kingdom 
of Lreland refpecifully represents to 
your Excellency, 


> -H A T notwithftanding the 

‘& fignal favours conferred up- 
on the Roman Catholics of Ireland 
under the mild’ government of 
our prefent Sovereign, all which 
favours your Memorialifts do with 
the moft lively fenfe of atin 
acknowledge, many  difqualifica- 
tions and incapacities ftill continue 
to affeét that numerous and loyal 
portion of his Majefty’s fubjedts. 

“ Your Memorialifts fubmit, that 
the condition of Ireland would in- 
deed be defperate, if its fecurity at 
this moment were to be fought ra- 
ther in the coercion than in the 
loyalty of its Roman Catholic in- 
habitants, who form a confiderable 
majority of thofe now armed to re- 
pel the enemies of their King and 
country; of thofe who muft be 
called forth at every menace of 
danger, and whofe zealand alacrity 
in their country’s caufe have at all 
times been con{fpicuous. 

“ To the general fidelity of his 
Majefty’s Catholic fubjeéts: — to 
their well-known averfion ‘to anar- 
chy—to their tried attachment to 
his Majefty’s perfon and govern- 


ror 


ment, and to the principles of civif 
fociety, — your Memorialifts beg 
leave to add, as another confidera- 
tion, that the grievances under 
which they labour become fevere in 
proportion as precaution is unne- 
ceflary, inafmuch as they immedi¢ 
ately aggrieve the higher and more 
opulent claffes, who, even ina ftate 
of prevalent difaffeGtion, would bé 
bound by their own intereft, with: 
out any nobler motive, to guard 
againft the effets o an innovating 
{pirit. = 

“Your Memorialifts refpectfully 
fubmit to your Excellency, that, in 
confequence of the feveral acts of 
parliament paffed during -the pre- 
fent reign, for the eed of his Ma- 
jefty’s. Roman CatHelic fubjécts, 
trade, induftry, and the purfuits of 
agriculture, in particular, have been 
increafed, much capital-has been 
fixed in the country, and its wealth 
and refources augmented. They 
feel themfelves juftified in inferring 
a ftill greater increafe of national 
profperity from the repeal of all 
exifting laws which agerieve the 
extenfive denomination of the Irifh 
people—laws which your Memori- 
alitts refpectfully contend, are only 
calculated: to create repining and 
difcontent among meritorious fub- 
jets, to divert the rifing talents of 
the land from contftitutional pur? 
fuits, to wound in the mind of his 
Majefty’s Roman Catholic fubjeéts 
the hopes of many, and to reprefs 
the liberal ambition of.all, 

“ Far be it from your Excel 
lency’s Memorialifts to °ftipulate 
with their country at a crifis of e- 
mergency, or to entertain an opi- 
nion that their political fituation 
fliould be the meafure of their du- 
ties, or certain privileges the price 
of their exertions. Should it again 
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become neceffary, they are ready 
again to unite with their fellow-fub- 
jects in refifting the intrufion of an 
enemy, who feeks, under infidious 
pretences to fubyert the happinefs 
of Ireland. They do not with to 
diftraé&t the public councils whilft 
occupied in providing for the gene- 
tal fafety:—a momentous care, to 
which all others fhould be held fub- 
ordinate. 

“To that general fafety, more 
than to the attainment of political 
privilege, your Memorialifts look as 
their chief motive for foliciting your 
Excellency’s attention at the pre- 
fent moment, and humbly conceive 
that they cannot too ftrongly prefs 
upon your Excellency’s coniidera- 
tion, that no meafure can fo evi- 
dently tend to infure it, as that 
which removes from the minds of 
the great body of the people every 
impreflion of diftruft and jealoufy 
arifing from exclufive reftriétions; 
which impreffion they. muft conti- 
nue to feel as long as-any clafs of 
thofe who profefs with them the 
Roman Catholic religion, remain 
on that account the object of any 
penal ftatute. 

“ Your Memorialifts fubmit that 
the removal of fuch impreffion 
would in a very high degree tend 
to produce that general ardour and 
enthufiafm in the public caufe, to 
which alone, in the prefent alarm- 
ing ftate of things, this kingdom can 
rationally look for its, fafety, and 
prefervation.| Under. shis..convic- 
tion, they truft it will not be deem- 
ed at this moment unfeafonable to 
folicit, in their own and their coun- 
try’s behalf, the attention. of. his 
Majefty’s government, and to ex- 
prefs a hope, that for the common 


benefit, and through the favourable. 
reprefentation of your Excellency, 
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your Memorialifts may again be in 
debted to the benignity of their 
Prince, and again experience the 
liberality of parliament, in a repeal 
of the remaining laws which ex~- 
clude the Roman Catholics of Ire- 
land from the poljtical immunities 
enjoyed by their fellow-fubjects. 
* And your Memorialifts,” &c. 


Trial of Mrs. Phspoe, for the Murder of 


Mary Cox. 


ARY Benfon, otherwife Ma- 

ria Therefa Phipoe, was in- 

dicted at the Old Bailey, for the 
wilful murder of Mary Cox, by 
giving hera wound on the throat, 
and in feveral parts of the body, 
with a clafp-knife, on the 25th of 
Ottober lait; of which wounds fhe 
languifhed and died. The prifoner 
refided in Garden-ftreet, Shadwell: 
fhe was intimately acquainted with 
the deceafed, and they frequently 
vifited each other... On Wednef- 
day, October 25, the deceafed came 
to the lodging of the prifoner, and 
was fhewn up to her apartments, 
which were on the firft floor. Soon 
after the deceafed came, the prifo- 
ner came down to the miftrefs of 
the houfe (a Mrs. Munday) and 
gave her a guinea, and requefted 
fhe would buy half a pint .of bran- 
dy for her. She did fo; but when 
fhe returned with the liquor and 
the change, fhe found tke prifo- 
ner’s room-door locked. When 
the prifoner heard that Mrs,.Mun- 
day had returned with the liquor, 
the called out that fhe was not then 
ready for it; but that fhe would 
come down for it when fhe fhould 
be, - Immediately after this, Mrs. 
Munday heare a noife of a violent 
{cufile in the prifoner’s room, and 
~~ a found 


od 
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# found from therice like a perfon 
groaning with great pain. This 
frightened her very much: fhe 
ran out, alarmed the neighbours, 
and brought in two women with 
her, 2 Mrs. Macdonald and a Mrs. 
Eyles. ‘They proceeded up ftairs, 
and defired to be admitted. The 
eget was ftill heard, but faint- 
y; and the prifoner was heard’to 
fay, “ Jefus Chrift!” On their 
enquiry what was the matter, the 
prifoner called out, “ The woman 
was in a fit; but fhe is recovered, 
and I am rubbing her by the fire.” 
They defired the door might be 
unlocked ; on which the prifoner 
opened it, and faid, Mrs. Munday 


might come in, but nobody elfe;. 


at the fame time fhe defired that a 
do&or might be fent for; on which 
Mrs. Munday went out for one. 
The door remaining a-jar, Mrs. 
Macdonald pufhed it open, and 
went in; when the firft thing that 
ftruck her was the appearance of 
the deceafed, fitting on the ground, 
“bleeding like an ox,” and hold- 
ing up her handkerchief to the 
wound on her throat. She ex- 
claimed, “ What have you been 
about, Mrs. Benfon? has the Lord 
left you? On which the prifoner 
held up her finger, and faid, “ Look 
at my finger!” and was proceed- 
ing to tell fomething about the 
tranfaction, when the witnefs, ter- 
rified at thofe fhocking appearances, 
ran down ftairs into the paffage. 
She had not been long there when 
fhe faw the deceafed come down 
ftairs, all over blood, and go into 
th kitchen; the prifoner wentafter 
her, and feemed to be affifting her 
to walk. About this périod Mrs. 
Munday, two women, two parifh 
beadles, and foon after a furgeon, 
camein. The deceafed was in the 
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kitchen at this time, and the prifo- 
ner had withdrawn to her room. 
They defcribed her as fitting on a 
chair when they faw her, fupport- 
ing her head with one hand, and 
unable to fpeak. She was terribly 
cut and mangied, and very bloody. 
One of the beadles was particularly 
attentive to her. She by figns re- 
quefted him to put his hands into 
her pocket. He took a watch out 
of it, which fhe in the fame man- 
ner defired he would take care of. 
She was afked whether it was the 
woman ahove ftairs (meaning the 
prifoner) that had ufed her fo? 
Her motions were fuch as appeared 
to yndicate an affirmative anfwer. 
To the queftion, if the had cut off. 
the prifoner’s finger, the anfwer 
was in the negative. The furgeon - 
defcribed her to have received fe- 
veral wounds, any fingle one of 
which was fufficient to kill her. 
She was fhortly after taken to the 
London hofpital. The attention 
of the parties was then directed to- 
wards the prifoner. She was up 
ftairs. Dunbar, among others, 
went up. Hie afked her how fhe 
came to ufe the poor woman fo? 
To which fhe replied, “ I believe 
the Deviland my paffion bewitched 
me.” | He perceived a cafe-knife 
lying on the table, which -was 
bloody ; he afked her if it was with 
that fhe had wounded the deceafed ? 
She anfwered in the aflirmative, 
With refpeé to the cutting off her 
finger, which then lay upon the tas 
ble, the faid it was cut off by Mrs. 
Cox, the deceafed. He then, by 
her direttions, took charge of fome 
money and notes, which fhe had a- 
bout her, and in the apartment. She 
was foon after alfo taken to the 
London hofpital. At this place fhe 
was fearched, when a clafped knife, 
2 with 
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with a fharp pointed blade of about 
four inches long, was found infide 
her ftays, which was all over bloody. 
She expreffed an unwillingnefs to 
be fearched. Her behaviour fub- 
fequently at the hofpital was fuch 
as torender the difcipline of the 
ftrait waiftcoat neceffary. The 
furgeon above mentioned examined 
the prifoner’s hand and fingers. He 
was of opinion that the finger could 
not be cut off in fighting or ftrug- 
gling with another perfon, becaufe 
it appeared to be regularly chopped 
off, as if laid fairly on a block. The 
part and the bone was cut ftraight 
through, and not in the leaft hack- 
ed or mangled. He obferved that 
the deceafed, at the time fhe was 
{poken to in the kitchen, appeared 
to be perfectly collected, although 
unable to fpeak. The deceafed di- 
ed in the London hofpital, after 
languifhing a fhort time. One of 
the furgeons appeared, who had no 
doubt of the wounds fhe received 
being the caufe of her death. And 
ihe magiftrate, who attended to 
take her depofitions at the hofpital, 
which were given in the prefence 
of the prifoner, ftated that fhe was 
very fenfible and collected, and at 
the fame time convinced of her ap- 
proaching diffolution. Thefe exa- 
minations were read by the clerk of 
the court, and ftated, in fubftance, 
that the deceafed went to the prifo- 
ner’s apartments in confequence of 
herownappointment. They were 
in treaty for fome articles, as a gold 
watch, fome linen, china, &c. For 
thefe fhe paid her 111. Some cof- 
fee-cups lay on the mantle-picce ; 
the deceafed afked for one of them; 
the. prifoner_defived her to take it 
off; but while fhe was doing this, 
the prifonerran to her and ftabbed 
her in the throat with a knife; fhe 
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then got her down on the bed; fhe 
gave her a great number of wounds, 
and faid, * You bitch, I will kill 
you out, you fhall not be able to tell, 
your own ftory.” The depofitions 
were regularly figned and attefted.: 
The evidence for the profecution 
was materially to the above effect. 
The prifoner, in her defence, en- 
tered into a long detail of circum- 
ftances, which fhe folemnly averred 
had taken place, and which gave 
rife to the cataftrophe. _ After ftat- 
ing the particulars of the treaty they 
were engaged in for the watch, &c.. 
fhe faid they differed materially as 
to terms. This gave rife to an al- 
tercation, which the deceafed ter- 
minated by faying, “ I fuppofe you 
want the money to go to London to 
be Courtois’s whore again, as was 
proved at the Old Bailey.” The 
panes anfwered, It was a damned 
ie: upon which very warm lan- 
guage enfued. In the end, the de- 
ceafed, fhe faid, fnatched up a green 
handled knife, and cut off her fore- 
finger. She was immediately co-~ 
vered with blood; fhe faw her fin- 
ger lying on the ground, and, her 
paffion fo far maftered her that fhe 
knew not what fhe did; fhe might 
have attacked the deceafed, but her | 
tremor and confufion were fo great 
that fhe had_not the leaft recollec~ 
tion of what fhedid at the moment. 
The firft thing fhe could recollect 
was, that fomebody put fome liquor 
down her throat; fhe then heard a 
cry of murder: fhe was foon after 
feized and fearched, and taken to 
the hofpital. Befides the finger be- 
ing cut off, fhe had feveral cuts in 
her arm.-The remainder of tfc 
defence related to her treatment at 
the hofpital, and her exchanging 
forgivenefs with the deceafed. This 
addreis was of confiderable ig 
1 ye an 
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and fpoken with a great deal of eafe 
and collectednefs. She called feve- 
ral times on the Supreme Being to 
witnefs the truth of what fhe had 
related. The evidence being con- 
cluded, Mr. Baron Perryn entered 
on his charge to the jury, which con- 
fifted-chiefly of a fummary of the e- 
vidence on both fides; and, from 
the general drift of his obfervations 
throughout the charge, his Lord- 
thip feemed to think that the plea 
of infanity could not avail the pri- 
foner; fhe had exhibited no marks 
of it, as appeared by the evidence, 
at any period during the whole tran- 
faction; and under this impreffion 
he feemed to entertain no doubt of 
her guilt. On the prifoner’s de- 
fence they were to exercife their 
judgment, and to confider, in com- 
paring it with the general tenor of 
the evidence, if it could be found- 
edin truth. Whatever doubts they 
might entertain, they would of 
courfe give the prifoner the benefit 
of them. The jury retired for a- 
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bout twenty minutes, and at their 

return found her Guilty. After a 

fhort interval, Mr. Baron Perryn 

proceeded to pafs the awful fentence 

of the law upon the unhappy wo- 

man. He prefaced it by fimply ob- 

ferving thatthe was convicted upon 

very ftrong evidence—he had no 

doubt of the propriety of the ver- 

di&t—it appeared to him that fhe 

had barbaroufly murdered her 

friend, and a woman with whom 

fhe had always been on the beft 

terms. The fentence was then 

paffed in the ufual form, fixing the 
next Monday for its execution; af- 

ter which the. body to-be given to. 
the furgeons for diffection. The 

unhappy Mrs. Benfon heard the 

fentence with the: utmoft compo- 

fure, not to fay indifference; in- 
deed fhe feemed rather hardened, 
and expreffed fome language re- 

fpecting the decifion of the court; 

which we feel ourfelves not war- 

ranted ‘in, reciting. She was exe-_ 
cuted on the Monday following: 


Average Prices of Corn for the Year 1797. 


Wear. Bartey. Oats. Beans. 
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An Account of the net Produce of the Taxes for one Year ending the 5th of July, 
1797, diftinguifhing the Duties impofed in Vi93, 1794, 1795, 1796, end 1797. 


Confolidated Cuftoms - - 2,671,995 6 11 
Confolidated Excife - - 7,172,361 14 8% 


eee 


Confolidated Stamps - ° - » 1,359,625 18 6 


Total - J£. 11,203,983 O 12 


INcIDENTs, 
Confolidated Letter Money : ° 156,000 0 0 
Ditto Salt - - - $69,909 4 2 
Seizures - - - ~ 17,844 3 2% 
Proffers - - - - > 3io 12° 9 
Compofitions - - - L ore 
Alum Mines - - * > 960 0 O 
Letter Money - : * > 325,000 QO O 
Sixpence Deduction on Penfions . - 51,525" 0) 0 
One Shilling ditto on Salaries - - $2,434 6 65 
Hawkers and Pedlars - ° - 8,070 0 O 
Hackney Coaches and Chairs, 1711 - - 12,000 O 0 
Ditto ditto 1784 - - 12,000 0 90 
Four-wheeled Carriages - - - 150,901 14 8% 
Two-wheeled ditto - - - 47,577 18 2% 
Houfes and Windows > - - $42,518 13 14 
Inhabited Houfes - - - 159,927 1 7 
Firft Fruits of the Clergy - . > 3,833 19 72 
Tenths . ditto - - : 9,862 5 8 
Lottery Licences - - > - 00 0 0, 
Arrears of Waggons - - > - 14 8 6 
_Ditto Carts - - 2 - 723 Tl) 6 
Ditto Men Servants - > 3.15.0 
Ditto Female Servants - . 1244 4. 7 
Ditto Houfesand Windows, 1747 and 1758 - 00 0 O- 
Rent of a Light-houfe - - - > 613 4 
Horfes . e . 108,635 17. 12 
Male Servants - - - = 96,239 9 12 
Alienation Duty - - - 1721 8 8 


Total J. 1,904,330 14 3% 


Duties fro anno 1793. Duties fro anno 1794, 
Ei tab ES SDs 
Britith Spirits 66,147 0 © Sugar 1791 = 242,262 3 33 
Foreign ditto 151,911 0 Q Game Duty 16,838 1 4 
218,058 0 0 Carried over 259,100 4 74 


Bills 
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ib SR a 
- . Brought over 259,100 0 .0 
BillsandReceipts 38,245 3 9 
10]. per cent. 105,218 10 62 
Britifh Spirits 1794 66,871 0 0 
Foreign ditto 148,288 0 O 
Spirit Licences 
Glafs x 43,685 0 0 
Bricks and Tiles, 

(Cuftoms) - 295 17 6} 
Ditto (Excife) 60,140 O O 
Paper Excife - 77,096 0 O 
Ditto Cuftoms - 5,981 15 10 
Slates © - 16,603 13 4& 
Attornies Articles 17,630 2 9 

839,159 8 43 

Duties pro anno 1795. 
Britifh Spirits - 66,630 0 0 
Foreign ditto 148,192 0 O 
Wine - 285,830 O O 
Sweets - 5,759 *o- © 
Cocoa - 21,029 0 O 
Stamps - cS a 
Ship Policies 96,884 4 1 
Hair Powder Cer- 

tificates  - 191,476 3 O 
Receipts - 69256 1 
Fruits - LOO SIT MON 3S 
Tea - 197,398 0 O 
Coals - 25,066 O 2% 
Produced by the 

reftriction on 

franking - 40,000°0 0O 

1,259,256 16 72 
Duties proanho 1796. 
Horfes ss - 45,795 O O 
Tobacco” - 164,063 0 O 
Horfe Dealers Li- 
~ cences ae 1,082 1250) 
Wines (Excife) 198,829 0 0 
Wines (Cuftoms) 221,713 0° 34 
- Sweets - 5,0RL~ <0 


Legacies» .- 


ed es Bate 


Carried forward 636,443 12 3% 
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L. Se. de 
Brought forward 636,443 12 3% 
Hats - 22,529 9-76 
Two Shillings ad- 
‘ditional duty on 
Horfes - 59,590 O O° 
Dogs - 36,265 0 O 
10]. per cent. 84,959 15 10 
Saved by reducing 
the Allowance 
for Wafte on 
Salt - $2,000 0 @ 
Reduétion on the 
Drawbacks on 
the Exportation 
of Sugar - 116,676 5 8 


997,464 2 9% 


Duties fro anno 1797. 


Britifh Spirits 55,297) DN, 0 
_Foreignditto - 45,864 0 O 
Auctions ~ 11,687 0 0 
Deeds f 35,828 0 0 
Cocoa - 1,965 0.0 
51. per cent 500 0 6 
Stage Coaches 135,930" °C oe 
Sugar 23 29,747. 5 6% 
Bricks - OT Oa 
Tea - P7319" 0 ~ 0 
312,431 '6 ot 
Totals. 
Total Cuftoms, 
Excife, and 
Stamps 11,203,983 ..0. 1% 
Ditto Incidents 1,904,350 14 3% 
Ditto Duties /ro 
anno 1793 218,058 0 .0 
Ditto dittoI794 $39,159 & 42 
Ditto ditio i795 1,259,256 16° 74 
Dittoditto 1796 997,464 2 9 
Dittodittol797 312,431 6 of 


16,731,683 8 3% 
James FisHer. 


Exchequer, July 13th, 1797. 
Te 


THE CHRONICLE. 


To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, 
and Burgeffes, in Parliament affem- 
bled, 


An Account of the Number of Perfons who 
LY Affeffed Taxes ; diftinguyhing the 
Jame into Claffés, according to the 

Amount, from Six Shillings to Four 
Hundred Pounds and upwards, An- 
nually, 


Under 6s. 190,122 

_ 6s.andunder 10s. 129,563 
10s. 15s. 57,716 
15s. il. 40,218 

ri. 1. 5s. 33,055 
ll. 5s. 11. 10s. 32,064 
11. 10s. fl. 15s. 28,283 
nie rost al. 24,171 
21, 2l. 5s. 22,060 
a: 5s. 21. 10s. 17,451 
21. 10s. 2l. 15s. 16,517 
91. 15s. 31. 15,563 
31. 31. 10s. - 25,846 
31. 10s. 4l. 18,856 
4l. 4l. 10s. 16,753 
4]. 10s, 51. 13,881 
aI; él. 22,220 
él. 7a. 15,468 
Bis sl. 10,500 
sl. 91. 8,164 
oL 101. 7,378 
lol. 12]. 10s. 12,712 
121. 1Qs. 151. 7,991 
151. 17]. 10s. 5,035 
17]. 10s. 201.’ 3,389 
20l. 13) 4,211 
25). 30l. 3,417 
sol. $5]. 2,544 
351. 40l, 1,701 
401. 451. 1,106 
451. 501. 807 
50l. 601 1,006 
60l. ~ 70l. 70- 
701. sol. 382 
sol. 901, 268 
Sol. 100l. 193 
1001. 1501. 318 
1501, 2001. 111 
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2001. and under 250!. 38 
2501. 800l. 1$ 
3001. 3501. 2 
3501. ‘ 4001. 4. 
4001. and upwards 2 
Total number of perfons 
paying Affeffed Taxes } eee 


CuHar Les, DERING. 
Barne BarRwne. 
Epw. Mevows. 
H. Hayes. 


Office for Taxes, 
28¢h of November, 1797. 
J. Hunter. 


An Account of the Amount of the Bills 
accepted by the Treafury during the 


Year 1796, and by whom drawn. 
BY the commiffioners at 

the Windward and Lee- 

ward Iflands . L. 723,384 
From St.Domingo - 2,211,068 
From Corfica and the Me- 

diterranean - 435,366 
From Jerfey, Guernfey, 

and Alderney - 60,179 
From Saint Vincent and 

Grenada - 74,159 
From the continent, by 

Commiffary - General 

Brook Watfon’s de- 

puties - 187,631 


By S. Drewry, deputy 
commiflary to the army, 
under the command of 
General Doyle - 

By Colonel Nefbit, infpec- 
tor general of foreign 
corps = 

By Colonel Crawford, on 
account of the Prince of 
Condé’s army - 

By Claude Scott for wheat 

OnClaude Scott for wheat 

By Mefits. Boyd, Benfield, 
and Co. = 4.93;878 

* Carried over -  L, 5,031,133 


16,930 


187,113 


351,890 
211,673 
147,862 
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Brought over L. 5,031,133 

By the Imperial Bank 100,000 
Mifccllaneous, including 
Governor’s allowances 
paid to Toulonefe, &c. 


Total LZ. 5,350,506 
Sn, 


219,373 


- 


Amount of the Sums jraid during the Year 
ending the 5th of January, \797, from 
the Revenue of Cuffoms, om account of 
Bounties for Corn imported, or. Bounties 

Sor raifing Seamen. 


L. d. 


Se 
Bounties on corn 


imported 573,410 4 92 
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bb & 


23,648 16.75 
Tuomas Irvine, . 
Infpector General of the Imports 
and Exports of Great Britain. 
Marek $d, 1797. 


Ss. 
Bounties for raifing 
feamen 


[The Firft Report from the Committee aft- 
fointed to take into Confideration the 
Means of pomoting the Cultivation and 
Improvement of the Wafte, Uninclofed, 
and Unproduétive Lands, and the Com- 
mon Arable, Meadow, and Paffure | 
Lands, will be found under the head © 
of Ufeful Projects, in this volume.} 


Statement of Services and Grants, made out from the Journals of Parliament, from 
the Year 1722 to 1797. 


Years. Total Services. | Total Grants. 

de & dy 1s s. 
1y22 2,666,295 9 1 2,600,872 13 
1723 159265551 16 1 1,869,220 5 
1724 1,918,092 18 4 1¥778,859 2 
#725 2,094,132 8 11 1,748,543 6 
172 32409;696 3. 2 39257304613 
1727 3o444,518 13 8 3,139,068 15 
1728 4,618,947 6 7 455155757 15 
#729 395545798 7 EF — 35519,352 6 
1730 2,655,462, 8 6 2,528,149 14 
3731 2,902,985 15 12 3,007,815 18 
1732 2,002,242 II 9g 1,880,847 8 
1733 2075)307 OTE 1,787,963 ¥5 
1734 4,014,768 6 2 39978)362 10 
4735 39280,262 2 8 35259,165 13 
1736 = 25417,908 IE § = 253555507 7 
1737 323,882 FX 2 3,255,561 6 
1733 3,432,717 19 7 3,552,169 17 
1739 27873729 9 102,876,451 17 
1740 4,024,560 17 g 4,064,149 8 
1741 5,267,030 7 5 5y003,298 9 
1742 6,137,507. 17. 6 6,159,000 0 
1743. 6,181,026 6 ro 6,061,092 # 
1744 6,763,421 18 3 6,586,co0. o 
1745 6,583,194 16 6 6,571,244 13 
1745 = 73855378 4 7 — 7)250,000 0 
1747 959340336 17, g —-99362,508 19 
1743 10,620,186 g 6 10,050,000 oO 
1749 591255736 § 3 4,750,000. 0 
1752 43345323 19 3 4,268,526 To 
175t 6,194,793 I 6 6,140,041 16 
1752 4,131,964 To If 4;150,cC00 oO 
1753 © -23414,973 14 I 2,422,911 8 
3754 © 2541,006 LIE 2,544,348 & 


Deficiency of Grants. 
er 
65,422 15 
575331 11 
1395233 15 
345,539 2 
160,306 17 
305,749 18 
103,189 II 
115,446 0 
«1345312 14 


Overplus. 
Los 4. 


- 
DW Pin 0000 A 


1215395 3 4 
237,343 5 © 
36,495 15 4 
21,096 9 
62,401 3 6 
28,321 4 It 


moot 
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119,451 
88,722 


392588 


125492 


263,731 17 7 
119,934 4 
177,421 18 
11,950 2 
1350378 4 
§ 71,327 38 
570,186 g 
3755736 § 3, 
65,797 8 It 
54750 5 


- 


18,035 
79937 
"32345 1 


ee 


Sree Seen ee es ee 


Years. 


1755 
1956 
1757 
1758 
1759 
1760 
1761 
1762 
1763 
1764 
1765 
1766 
1767 
1768. 
1769 
1770 
I77L 
1772 
1773 
774 
1775 
1776 
1777 
1778 
177 
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1784 
1732 
1733 
1734 
1785 
1786 
1787 
1788 
1739 
1790 
1791 
1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 
4794 
1797 
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Total Services. Total Grants. 


ie s. 
4,241,004 16 
6,936,496 18 
83410,822 8 
10,963,540 F 
I3,10%,555 1 
15,942,217 2 
19,213,680 15 
18,625,046 11 
10,246,609 9 
7:722;657 14 
71969337 12 
8,729,334 19 
9,108,310 2 
85923;T35 17 
Gast Ss Ss 

1856,929 16 
8,111,277 13 
8,329,982 2 
6,013,533 12 
72390989 12 
7,125,750 § 
10,195,242. 18 
13,996,105 18 

15,421,835 12 
17,018,110 0 
22,136,470 Io 
2 ETarer FO 
2455279775 IT 
20,022,243, 13 
12,449,019 2 
10,332,228 2 
13,575,742 11 
12,959,721 II 
12,666,412 13 
12,373,989 3 
13,203,816 14 
15,314,599 II 
12,179,428 12 
1757995718 15 
243164,077 18 
325751496 4 
32,101,454. 9 
42,736,000 0 
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4)237,966 
73077,065 


8,126,020 


F4,047, 348 
13,033,385 


155352,706- 


19,101,067 
18,617,895 
10,117,120 
794721997 
797459213 
8,632,720 


8,801,725 


8,779,614 

73264,649 

73946,588 

8,081,912 

8,328,471 

6,145,565 

99273.461 

7,088,401 
1051325954 
133957,612 
1§355,091 
16,717,423 
2251773919 
2593539357 
2452455273 
1999351428 
12,515,180 
10,205,089 
1353359417 
12,887,049 
12,334,762 
12,142,471 
12,996,088 
145877,608 
11,954,103 
173324,696 
2.25571,105 
39403,541 


32,530,090 
42,870,000 
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Deficiency of Grants. 


1: s. 


33038 6 10 
284,302 “1 


a a 


75,170 9 


29,510 Iz-IP 


112,653--§ 
7I5t 9 
129,489 0 
249,660 4 
2245124) 7 
96,614 18 
306,514 rt 
1433571 6 
33,107 3 


L125 282 
37,348 12 
613288 7 
33,493 2 
6,744 4 
300,637 0 
3,551 8 
19,667 5 
282,502 8 
36,314 15 
127,133 3 
240,324 19 
63,671 18 
331,649 18 
231,517 12 
207,728 


3 
436,990 18 
2255325 Zz 
475,022 13 

1,592,972 15 


23475954 10 
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Overplus. 
Lee Ge a 


140,568 5, 2 


733308 3 10 


89,658 16 9 


126,981 7 


’ 
Aa 


66,161 3 


428,545 19 % 


84,090 ¥ @ 
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Principal Public A&s paffed in the Fixft 
Seffion of the \ 8th Parliament. of Great 


Britain. 


2d of November, 1796. 
MALT tax act. 
Land tax aét. 
A&t for the augmentation of the 
militia. 
Aéts for raifing a certain number 
of men, for the fervice of the navy 


and army, in England and Scot- 
land. 


11th of November. 


A& for enabling his Majefty to 
raife a provifional force of cavalry 
to be embodied, in cafe of neceftity, 
for the defence of thefe kingdoms. 

Act for granting annuities to fatif- 
fy Navy and Exchequer bills. 


23d of December. 


A& for raifing 18,000,0001. by 
way of annuities. 

Act to indemnify fuch perfons 
as have omitted to qualify themfelves 
for offices and employments. 

Aét for granting additional duties 
of excife on auctions, bricks, cocoa- 
nuts, Britifh and foreign fpirits, 
and tea. 

A& for granting certain duties of 
cuftoms on goods, wares, and mer- 
chandize, imported into, exported 
from, or brought or carried coaft- 
wife into Great Britain. 

A& for granting an additional 
duty on ftage-coaches. 

Aé for granting certain additi- 
onal duties on diftilleries in Scot- 


land. 


28th of December. 
A& for altering rates of poft- 
age. 
A& for more effectually fecuring 
ftamp duties on deeds. 
Act, authorizing his Majefty fora 


163 
limited time, to make regulations 


refpecting the trade to and trom the 
Cape of Good Hope. 


3d of March, 1797. 


A& to remove doubts refpecting 
promiffory. notes of the Bank of 
England, for payment of fums of 
money under his pounds. 

Aé to enable the Eaft India 
Company to raife money, by further 
increafing their capital ftock. 


10th of March. 


Mutiny act. 

Aét for the regulation of the ma- 
rine forces while on fhore. 

Militia act. ) 

A& for increafing the rates of 
fubfiftence to be paid to inn-keep- 
ers and others on quartering fol- 
diers. 

3d of May. 

A& for confirming and continu- 
ing for a limited time the reftriétion 
on payment of cafh by the Bank. 

Act for increafing the feamens 


POs 
Aé&t for raifing 14,500,000l. by 
way of annuities. 


25th of May. 

A& for guaranteeing the pay- 
ment of the dividends on a loan of 
1,600,000. to the Emperor of Ger- 
many, and the regular redemption of 
the capital created there by and, for 
enabling the Bank of England to re- 
tain the fums granted for repaying 
advances made by them to the public, 
and for other purpofes. 

Act for granting to foreign fhips, 
put under his Majefty’s protection, 
the privileges of prize fhips under 
certain reftrictions ; and for allow- 
ing aliens in foreign colonies, fur- 
rendered to his Majefty, to exercife 
the occupations of mtrchants or 
factors. 

. AS 
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A& for the better-prevention and 
punifhment of attempts to feduce 
perfons ferving in his Majefty’s for- 
ces, by fea or land, from their duty 
and allegiance to his Majefty, or to 
incite them to mutiny or difobedi- 
ence, 

Act for more effectually reftrain- 
ing intercourfe with the crews of 
certain of his Majefty’s fhips now 
in a ftate of mutiny and rebellion. 

Act for prohibiting the importa - 
tion of cambrics and French lawns 
into the kingdom, not being of the 
manufacture of Ireland, except for 
the purpofe of being warehoufed for 
exportation. 

Act to enable the Eaft India Com- 
pany to pay the expences of two 
regiments of infantry to be raifed 
for the defence and protection of 
the houfe and warehoufes of the faid 
company, and for fuch public fer- 
vices as are mentioned in an aét, 
$4 Geo. III. 

A& for making the port of San 
Jofeph, in the ifland of Trinidad, a 
free port. 


22d of June, 1797. 


A& for granting to his Majefty cer- 
tain ftamp duties on the feveral mat- 
ters therein mentioned, and for bet- 
ter fecuring the duties on certificates 
to be taken out by attornies. 

- A& to continue’ the alien act. 


Ath of July. 


Aé& for carrying into. execution 
the treaty of commerce, amity, and 
navigation, concluded between his 
Majefty and the United States of 
America. 

Scotch militia a. 

A& for regulating the fhipping, 
and carrying off flaves in Britifh 
veffels fram the coaft af Africa. 
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19th of July. 

Ads for granting additional du- 
ties on inhabited houfes, horfes, 
male fervants, cuftoms, and deeds. 

Act for granting certain duties on 
clocks and watches. 

Infolvent debtor aét. 

Lottery ac. 

Ac for granting 290,000]. to- 
wards the reduétion of the national 
debt. 

- Act for making allowances in 
certain cafes to fubaltern officers of. 
the militia in time of peace. 

Act for regulating the trade to be 
carried on with the Britifh poffef- 
fions in India, by the fhips of na- 
tions in amity with his Majefty. 

A&t for regulating the height. 
between decks of veffels entered 
outwards for the purpofe of carryin 

flaves from the Couto: te . 

A& to repeal fo much of an att, 
5th Geo. II. as makes negroes chat~ 
tels for the payment of debts. 

A&t for better preventing forgery 
in transfers of ftock at the Bank or 
India Houfe. 

Aé&t for more effectually prevent- 
ing the adminiftering or taking of 
unlawful oaths. 

A& to make perpetual the act for 
preventing the committing of frauds 
by bankrupts. 

A& to prevent the counterfeit. 
ing any copper coin in this realm, 
made or to be made current by 
proclamation, or any foreign gold 
or filver coin; and to prevent the 
bringing into this realm or uttering 
any counterfeit foreign gold or fil- 
ver coin. 

A& to fhorten the time now re- 
quired for giving notice of the royal 
intention of his Majefty, his heirs 
and fucceffors, that the parliament 
fhall meet and be holden for the 
difpatch of bufinefs, and more effec- 

tually 
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tually to provide for the meeting of 
parliament, in the cafe of a demife 
of the crown. 


20th of July. 


A& for granting a further addi- 
tional duty on horfes. 

A& to enable his Majefty more 
eafily and effectually to grant con- 
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ditional pardons to perfons under 
fentence, by naval courts martial, 
and to regulate imprifonment under 
fuch fentences. 

Aé& for the better adminiftration 
of juftice at Calcutta, Madras, and 
Bombay ; and for preventing Bri- 
tith fubjects from being concerned 
in loans to the native princes in 
India. 


nh I, 
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLE 
For the Year 1797. 


‘Thermometer. | Barometer. * 


{ Hygromeier, | 


ty GC = 2 Ss YB feiss 
2 a 
Pee eye ne || Se ee 
Bee bee, bedoct, 8 Le de due 
x Sy 4 = x} 
o) 1e) es) 
reece —— rs | | te | ns | et 
Deg.\Deg.|Deg.|Inches!Inches'Inches|Deg.|Deg.|Deg.| Inches 
eg 49 | 25 | 37,7| 30,50| 29,521 30,09] 90 | 69 | 85,1} 0,960 
See: 1150. | 25 30,62! 29,37| 30,31] 88 |, 67 | 81,1} 0,219 
March | 54 | 29 30,4-2| 29,441 29,44] 86 | 60 | 76,6) 0,777 
April | 65 | 35 8| 30,13} 29,10] 29,77). 87 | 63 | 77,5] 1,859 
May | 78 | 40 30,35] 29,38) 29,89] 90 | 61 } 75,1) 1,436 
June | 73 | 45 $0,29| 29,36) 29,86] 85°] 64 | 74,3) 4,223 
July | 84 | 55 30,25] 29,51| 29,96) 83 | 64 | 74,6} 1,288 
Auguft} 76 | 52 30,18] 29,48} 29,87| 88 | 66 | 76,4) 2,789 
Sept. | 69 } 45 30,141 29,04, 29,75| 90 | 65 | 79,3] 4,061 
Oétob. | 62 | 35 30,3 1] 29,05] 29,83] 90 | 67 | 81,3) 2,001 
Nov. | 57 | 27 30,48] 29,14) 29,92) 91 | 73 | 85,0) 1,473 
Dec 56 | 30 30,46] 29,07! 29,80] 91. | 70 | 84,5} 1,611 
Whole . : “ 
hat 29,92 79,2\22,697 


* The quickfilver in the bafon of the barometer is eighty-one feet above the 
level of low water {pring-tides at Somerfet-houte, 
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SUPPLIES Stanted by Parliament for the 
| Year 179%, 


NAVY. 


17 O&sber, 1796. a 

THAT 120,000 feamen be employed, including 
20,000 marines. 

The fum for maintaining them, including ordnance 


for fea fervice 6,240,000 o 


51 O&ober. 

Provifion to fatisfy navy, victualling, and tran{port 
bills, made out on or before the 27th of October, 
1796, amounting to J: 11,993,167 19s. 947. 

5 December, 


For the ordinary of the navy, including half pay to fea 


and marine officers —— 653,573 1 7 
For buildings and repairs of fhips, and other extra 
works pas _ 768,100 0 9 


25 April, 1797. 
‘Towards defraying the expences, and preventing the 


increafe, of the debt of the navy cae 5,000,000 0 O 
8 May. 
To defray the expence to be incurred by an increafe 
to the pay of the feamen and marines, and by the 
Propofed iffue of full allowance of provifions 472,000 0 0 
13,033,673 1 7 
ee spe ee en pe 
ARMY. 


24 Ofober, 1796. 


That 60,765 men be employed for Jand fervice, 
including 5,299 invalids, F 
cc : or 
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For guards, garrifons, and other land forces, in Great 
Britain, Jerfey, and Guernfey a sass 
For forces in the plantations, including Gibralter, 


Corfica, the Cape of Good Hope, and New South | 


Wales — ‘fs. 
For difference between the Britith and Trifh pay of 
fix regiments of foot for fervice abroad — 


For four troops of dragoons, and nine companies of 
foot, ftationed in Great Britain, for recruiting regi- 
ments ferving in Eaft India — 

For recruiting, contingencies, and allowances, for 
land forces; and extra feed for the cavalry 

For general and ftaff officers, and officers of hofpitals 


5 December. 


For ~horfe furniture, clothing, and accoutrements, 
for augmentation to forces — 

For allowances to feveral reduced officers of Britifh 
American forces 


Upon account of reduced officers of ditto _ 
For allowances to reduced horfe guards —_ 


For reduced officers of land forces and marines 

For the increafed rates. of fubfiftence to be paid to 
inn-keepers and others on quartering foldiers 

For full pay to f{upernumerary officers _ 

For officers late in the fervice of the States General 

For allowances to the paymafter general. of the forces, 
fecretary at war, &c. &c. — 


4 April, ¥797. 
For the in and out-penfioners of Chelfea hofpital, and 


the expences of the faid hofpital —e 
For penfions to widows of commiffioned officers 
6 April. 


To defray the extraordinary expences of the army, 
from 25th December 1795 to 6th December 1796 


- 24 May. 
For defraying the additional charge of an augmenta- 
tion of the pay and allowances of his Majefty’s 
land forces 


—_—_—_ 


26 June. 


i 5a ade 


1,305,905 1 0 


1,411,231 19 5 
40,096 9 9 
13,335 18 0 
360,000 0 0 
94,195 14 0 
70,0000 0 
7,500 0.0 
52,500 0 0 

125 3 4 

118,874 16 8 
180,000 0 0 
136,675 14 3 

1,000 0 0 
136,779 17 1 


47,165.10 1} 
11,602 7 -3 


8,280,513 13 2 


224,000 0 9 


To defray the extraordinary expences of the army, 


from 7th December to 24th December 1796 
To defray the expence of extraordinary fervices in- 
_ curred, and not paid previous to 5th January 1797 


106,962 13 4 


438,000 “0 0 


Carried over 8,336,464 18 2 


x 


168 SAPP EN DTS £4 
/. : 
Brought over 8,336,464 18 
Towards defraying the extraordinary fervices of the 


- army for 1797 a 4,000,000 0 O 
To fatisfy demands ouiftanding ia the barrack de- 
~ ‘partment 288,000 0 0 


For fupply of forage to the troops, and other expences 
attending the fervice of the barrack department for 
1797 — 449,000 0 @ 
For defraying the charge of certain allowances to the 
» fubaltern officers, adjutants, and quarter mafters of 


the land forces 60,000 O 0. 
For, foreign corps, in the fervice of Great Britain, 
for 1797 — — S8Ga7 17 0 


ee ees 


13,515,102 15 2 
MILITIA AND FENCIBLE CORPS. 
ape 24 O&ober, 1796. 
For the embodied militizin South Britain, and corps 
of fencible infantryin Great Britain, Jerfey, Guern- ° 
fey, and the iflands*of Scilly and Man — 950,441 


a <8 
For contingencies and allowances for ditto 210,000 0 O 
For clothing for the embodied militia —- 112,811 0 0 
For corps of fencible cavalry a 397,734 4 9 
For allowances and extra féed for ditto 95,000 0 0 
, 17 December. 
Making provifion for pay and clothing of the militia. 
24 December. 
On account, towards defraying the charge of the pay 
and clothing of the militia ren 177,000 0 © 
. 4 Jil, V797.0— 
Making ptovifion for aliowances to fubaltern officers 
of militia, in time of peace. 
11 July. 
Towards defraying the charge of clothing and ac- 
coutrements for fundry corps of volunteer cavalry 80,000 0 O 
| 1,972,986-7 8 
%i CaN a 229] LN SRE > Be ne bee a 
ORDNANCE. F 4 
* 5 December. 
For ordnance land fervice, for 1797 ad 1,009,024 9 @. 
Ditto, not provided for in 1795 114,553 19 9 
Ditto, fea fervice, not provided for in 1795 74,830 0 3 
Ditto, land fervice, “not provided for in 1796 ~ 425,366 10 6 


Carried forward 1,623,477 19 8 


~- 
- 
- Ga 


- 
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1. see abe 
Brought forward 1,623,774 19 . 
24 May, 1797. 
Towards defraying the additional charge of an aug- 
mentation of the pay and allowances of the artillery 


and military artificers, &c. 16,000 0 @ 
3 July. 
For additional pay to certain officers of the artillery 
and engineers —_—— _— 3,281 11 4 


F . 


1,643,056 11 4 


a ee ae ee 


MISCELLANEOUS. SERVICES. . 


5 December, 1796. 4 
For new roads of ‘communication, and_ building 


bridges in the Highlands of North Britam = — 4,500 0 0 
For the civil eftablifhment of Upper Canada 7,000 © 0 
Ditto of Nova Scotia — — 5,915,040 
Ditto of New Brunfwick —- 4,550 O O 
Ditto of St. John’s Ifland — ~ 1,900 0 0 
Ditto of the Ifland of Cape Breton —_— 1,840 0 0 
Ditto of Newfoundland ——- 1989s LO ae 
Ditto of the Bahama Iflands a 4,100 0 0 
For the falary of the Chief Juftice of the Bermu- 

das, or Somers Iflands 580 0 0 
Ditto of the Chief Juftice of the Ifland of Domi- 

“nica 600 0 @ 
For the civil eftablifhment of New South Wales 5,523 10 © 
20 December. 
Upon account, to enable his Majefty to make tem- 
»porary advances, by way of loan, for the fervice 
of the Emperor ——— 500,000 0 @ 
22 December. 
To make good money iffued for allowances to 

American fufferers LI DO0s On 
For relief to American and Eaft Florida. fuf- 

ferers, purfuant to act 30 Geo. III. 51,682 17 6 
To make good money iffued for his Majefty’s fervice ? 

abroad 71,431 5 112 
Ditto for relief of the fuffering clergy and laity of 

France 


: 140,090 0 0 
Ditto for fixtures at the houfe of the Speaker of the 

Houfe of Commons ’ 681 16 3 
Ditto to continue and perfeét the Index to the Journals 

of the Houfe of Lords ome _ 869 19 


0 


ee es ey 


Brought over 814.095 18 83 
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Carried over 

To make good money iffued to Mr. Campbell for 

the expence of convits on the Thames ; 
Ditto to Mr. Bradley, for ditto in Langftone 


and Portfmouth harbours a 
To make good money iffued purfuant to addrefiés, 
and not made good by Parliament _ 
24 December. 


To enable his Majefty to iffue the like fum to Com- 
miffioners, to be advanced, under certain: regula- 
tions, for the accommodation of perfons connected 
with and trading to the iflands of Grenada and St. 


Vincent -~ - 
25 April, 1797. 

To make good money iffed to the Secretary to the 
Commiffioners for the reduétion of the national 
debt — _ ~~ 

Ditto for a clerk to fuperintend the office for Ameri- 
can claims —_ — _ 

Ditto for relief of the fuffering clergy and laity of 
France a _ _— 

To make good money iffued to Mr. Campbell for 
‘the expence of convicts on'the Thames 

Ditto to Mr. Bradley, for ditto in Langftone and 

’Portfmouth harbours — 

For defraying the expences of conviéts at home 
for 1797 —_ 

To make good money iffued for repairs of the Fleet 
prifon 

Ditto for repairs of the King’s Bench prifon 

Ditio towards defraying extraordinary expences in- 
curred for profecutions relating to the coin 

Ditto in confequence of the expences of Mr. Haift- 
ings’s profecution 

Ditto for the falary of the Chief Juftice of New- 
foundland 

Ditto for expences on account of the fettlement at 
New South Wales ; — 

Ditto for expences and allowances in the fuperintend- 
ence of the alien act 

Ditto for his Majefty’s fecret fervice abroad 

For fupporting the Britifh forts and fettlements on the 

‘ coaft of Africa oa _ 

For the Board of Agriculture -_—— 

For defraying the extraordinary expences for profe- 
cutions relating to the coin, for 1797 —_— 


Z. 


f eu 4 
814,095 18 8} 
9,186 2 4 
13,492 211 
28,263 1 6 
600,000 0 0 
796-19 6 
110 0 0 
$1,000 0 0 
3,033 4 0. 
9,628 12 6 
32,000 0 0 
4,515 8 12 
5,672 3 38 
1,461 15 6 
2,806 8 O 
693 15 0. 
31,825 14 1 
1.740 9 0 
1,345 19 3 
13,000 0 0 
3,000 0 0 
1,8000 0 


Carried forward 1,609,467 13 83 
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Brought forward 1,609,467 13 8% 

Towards defraying the charge of printing the Jour- 
nals of the Houfe of Commons, of -printing and 
delivering the Votes, and of printing bills, reports, 


7,000 


and other papers, for 1797 0.0 
Ditto of the {uperintendence of the alien act for 1797 2,000 0 O 
Towards.defraying the expences of the fettlement at 

New South Wales, for 1797 _—— 30,000 0 O 
Ditto of allowances to American fufferers, for ;797 46,120 O O 

27 April. 
Upon account, to enable his Majefty to make a tem- 
porary advance, by way of loan, for the ferviceof 
the Emperor —— 200,000 0 O 
2 May. 
To enable his Majefty to make advances, by way of 

loan, for the fervice of the Emperor 1,880,000 0 9 
Provifion for guaranteeing the payment of the divi- 

dends on a loan of 3,500,000l. to be raifed on ac- 

count of the Emperor. 

To enable his Majefty to make remittances, from 

time to time, to be applied to his fervice in Ire- 

land, on provifion being made by the parliament 
_ of that kingdom for defraying the intereft and ; 

charges of a loan to that amount — 1,500,000 O O 

6 May. 
For the marriage portion of the Princefs Royal 80,000 0 O 
18 May. 
To pay bills drawn on and accepted by the Lords of : 
,the Treafury — 1,650,000 O 0 
26 June. 
Towards the relief of the fuffering clergy and laity of 

France, for 1797 ‘ 180,000 0 O- 
For his Majefty’s fecret fervice abroad for 1797 150,000 0 O 
For fupport of the Veterinary College _ 1,500 0 0 

13 July. 
To defray the fums which the Commiffioners under 

the American Treaty have awarded to be paid by 

the Britifh Government; and the expences attend- 

ing the faid commiffion — $8,454 14 32 

7,374,443 8 O% 


NATIONAL 
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~ ee 
- NATIONAL DEBT. 
; 26 June 1797. 
To the Bank of England, to be by them placed to 
thé account of the Commiffioners for reduction of 
‘the national debt: — _— 200,000 O 6 


EXCHEQUER BILLS, 


31 Odtober, 1796. 
Provifion to fatisfy Exchequer bills, made out by vir- 
tue of act of lait feffion, for enabling his Majefty to 
_raife the fum of 2,500,000). 
. 25 April, 1797. 
For paying off the Exchequer bills iffued purfuant to 


__ the faid act - 1,110,000 0 0 
Ditto iffred on thé credit of the growing produce of 
the confolidated fund, for the fervice of 1796 1,370,000 0 0 


18 May. 


‘Towards paying off the Exchequer bills made out in 
purfuance of act of lait feffion for granting land tax 


3,313,000 0 0 


DEFICIENCES. 


24 December, 1796 
To repay to the Bank of England the like fum ad- 
vanced by them, on the credit of the growing pro- 
duce of the confolidated fund, for the fervice of 1,054,000 0 @ 
1795 


——— 


} 25 April, V797. 
To make good the fum of $,500,000l. charged by act 
of laft feffion on the confolidated fund, for the fer- 


vice of 1796 2,177,000 0 O 


3,231,000 0 © 


VOTE OF CREDIT. 
10 July, 1797. 

To enable his Majefty to afford pecuniary afliftance 
to the Queen of Portugal, and to defray fuch ex- 
traordinary expences, and take fuch meafures as 
the exigency of affairs may require 500,000 0 O 


——— 


Totalof Supply 44,783,262 3 5% 
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ANNUAL GRANTS. 


20 OGober, 1796. I ae 2 
¥or continuing the duties on malt, mum, cyder, and 
perry 750,000. 0 @ 
For raifing four fhillings in the pound onland, &c. 2,000,000 0 g 
, 20 December. 
That the charge of the pay and clothing of the mili- 
tia be defrayed out of the land tax. 


6 July, 1797. 
That the allowances to certain fubaltern officers of 


the militia be defrayed out of the fame, 
, 


2,750,000 0 © 
a 


EXTRAORDINARY AIDS. 


1 November, 1796. 


For granting annuities to fatisfy Navy, Vidtualling, 
and Tran{port bills, made out on or before 31{t De- 
cember 1795. 

Ditto made out after 31ft December 1795, and on or 
before 30th April 1796. 

Ditto made out after 30th April 1796, and on or be- 
fore 31 ft July 1796. 

Ditto made out after 31ft July 1796, and on or before 
27th October 1796. 

For granting annuities, in lieu of Exchequer bills, 
made out purfuant to act of laft feflion for raifing 
2,500,0001. thereby. i 


1 December. : 


For applying 420,000l. now remaining in the Exche- 
quer, being the difpofeable overplus ef the grants 
for 1796 - 


420,000 0 9 
8 December. 

For raifing 18,000,000l. by annuities _ 18,000,000 0 0 
22 December. 


Allowing an intereft, by way of difcount, to perfons 
paying in the whole of their contribution money 
towards the loan of 18,000,0001. 


ee 


Carried over 18,420,000 0 @ 
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Mes! | lig ea 
Brought over 18,420,000 O O 
27 April, Vi97. 
For raifing 13,000,000]. by annuities _ 13,000,000 0 O 
2 May. : 
That the contributors to the loan of 13,000,000, who 
fhall be poffeffed of certain Exchequer bills, may 
pay them in on account of the next inftalment. 
‘That the contributors to the loan of 13,000,000. fhall 


be allowed intereft for proportional parts of fums 
paid in advance for completing any inftalment. 


: 5 May. 
For raifing 1,500,000l, by annuities es 1,500,000 0 0 


18 May. 

That the contributors to the loan of 14,500,0001. fhall 
make their future payments on the fum of 
1,620,000l. part of a further loan of 3,500,0001. on 
or before certain days fpecified. 


1 June. 


For granting an additional annuity to the contributors 
towards the loan of 18,000,000l. 


6 Ju Ly. 
For raifing 646,2501. by a lottery — 646,250 0 O 
For raifing 3,500,0001. by Exchequer bills 3,500,000 O O 
11 July. 
For applying 2,000,0001. out of the monies that fhall 
arife of the furplus of the confolidated fund 2,000,000 O O 


39,066,250 0 O 


Total of Ways and Means 41,816,250 0 O 


a — 
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. Meffage from the King to the Houfe of 
Commons, Feb. 27, 1797. 


“ GeorceR. 

« IS Majefty thinks it proper 
to communicate to the 
Houfe of Commons, without delay, 
the meafure adopted to obviate the 
effeéts which might be occafioned 
by the unufual demand of {pecie, 
lately made from different parts of 

the country, on the metropolis. 
“The peculiar nature and exi- 
gency of the cafe appeared to re- 
uire, in the firft inftance, the mea- 
ure contained in the order of coun- 
cil which his Majefty has directed 
to be laid before the Houfe. In 
recommending this important fub- 
je@& to the immediate and ferious 
attention of the Houfe of Commons, 
his Majefty relies with the utmoft 
confidence on the experienced wif- 
dom and firmnefs of his parliament, 
for taking fuch meafures as may be 
beft calculated to meet any tempo- 
rary prefiure; and to call forth, in 
the moft effectual manner, the ex- 
tenfive refources of his kingdoms 
in fupport of their public and com- 
mercial credit, and in defence.of- 
their deareft interefts.5 G.R.” -. 


- ford Oxford's Protef azaimft the 
“Decifion of the Houfe of Lords on™ 


I 


ur 


Pe AvP: Be RS 


his Motion for Peace, jublifhed by hina 
with the following Preface : 


Portman-/quare, Mar. 27,1797. 


T was my intention to have en- 
tered my proteft on the Journals’ 
of the Houfe of Lords the day after 
I moved my addrefs to his Majefty 
for peace, and for that purpofe IL 
went to the clerk’s office; but, to 
my utter furprife, I found that my 
addrefs had never been entered up- 
on the Journals. Upon enquiry, I 
was informed that Lord Kenyon had~ 
taken it home with him. 1 with at 
all events that the public fhould be 
in poffeflion of my proteft; and I 
hereby pledge myielf to my coun- 
try and to the Houfe of Lords, that 
I will this day, in my place in that 
Houfe, demand the fulleft repara- 
tion for this infult, offered through, 
me tg the whole Houfe, in this ille- 
gal and unprecedented manner. 

DissEnTIENT. Firft, Becaufe 
feeing no means of falyation for 
this country but by an immediate, 
fincere, and lafting, peace, I think 
the addrefs which I moved March 
23, 1797, calculated to produce that 
happy event; and that a refufal to 
carry that addrefs to the throne 
tends to a continuation of this cruel 
war, which I hoid to be certain and 
inevitable ruin. 

Secondly, Becaufe a Secretary of. 
State’s moving, That an addrefs to 

his 

1 
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his Majefty, on the 30th of Decem- 
ber, 1796, fhould be read, is a poor, 
weak, and rude mahner (to fay no 
worfe of it) of anfwering the argu- 
ments advanced in my addrefs. 

Thirdly, Becaufe I believe that 
the arguments advanced by me, 
have never before been touched 
upon, even in debate; and no at- 
tempts having been made to anfwer 
thofe arguments, the conclufion 
which the public muft draw from it 
is, that they are perfetly unanfwer- 
able. 

Fourthly, Becaufe it was my fin- 
eere wifh that the eyes of his Ma- 
jefty thould be opened to the dan- 
gers with which he is furrounded ; 
and that giving peace to his exhauft- 
ed fubjects, and reftoring to them 
their rights, fhould be his own gra- 
Cious act. 

Fifthly, Becaufe J have the high- 
eft authority for every fentiment re- 
{peéting the “ ceconomy and reform 
of abufes” which I recommended ; 
namely, his Majefty’s own words, 
in that moft excellent and patriotic 
{peech made at the clofe of the 
American war, and which J quoted 
in my reply. 

Sixthly, Becaufe, whenever a na- 
tion is in the fituation we are in at 
prefent, it requires the united ener- 
gy and public fpirit of the whole na- 
tion to re-eftablith its credit ; and I 
am perfuaded that energy and public 
fpirit are only to be obtained by the 
public poffefiing their ancient free 
conftitution, which they fo juftly 
revere; and I maintain, that accord- 
ing to common law, which is com- 
mon fenfe, and according to “ the 
true fpirit of the conftitution,” 
which is founded in wifdom, liber- 
ty, and juftice, the people of Great 
Britain have a right, and cught to 
be fairly and equally reprefented in 


1707" 


that which, by its very name, is 
their Houfe of Parliament. 
Seventhly, Becaufe I hold the 
borough fyftem, and every other’ 
fyftem of corruption that has of late 
years crept into practice, to be di- 
rectly contrary to the true {pirit of 
the conftitution, and big with the 
moft alarming evils to the King and 
people; and that to confer the ho- 
nour of peerage on men who have 
no other merit than that of com- 
manding boroughs and performing 
minifterial jobs, degrades that high 
dignity, and takes away one. of the 
greateft motives that aétuates the 
human mind, the hope of reward, 
by making it unworthy the accept- 
ance of thofe men for whom it 
was intended; men who have ren- 
dered great and diftinguifhed fer- 


- vices to their country, by their va~ 


lour, their talents, or their learning, 

Eighthly, Becaufe I am defirous 
of making this public avowal of my 
principles, which nothing on earth 
fhall make me alter, and which I 
have learnt from the aéts and writ- 
ings of our anceftors, who loved li- 
berty, and underftood it. 

Ninthly, Becaufe I 2m refolved, 
whenever I fee danger, boldly and 
independently, to the full extent of 
my ability, to difcharge my duty to 
my King and country. 

Oxrorp anv Mortimer. 


Meffage from his Majefty to the Houfe of 
Commons, 3d of Afril, V797. 


GrorceR. 


FYIS Majefty having agreed to 
the marriage of his eldeft 
daughter, the Princefs Royal, with. 
the Hereditary Prince of Wirtem- 
berg, has thought fit to communi-_ 
cate intelligence of it to the Houfe 
7 Oe 


STATE PAPERS. 


ef Commons. His Majefty is fully 
perfuaded that the marriage of her 
Royal Highnefs with a proteftant 
prince, fo confiderable in rank and 
ftation, who is conneéted with the 


royal family by common defcent 


from the Princefs Sophia of Hano- 
ver, cannot but be acceptable to 
all his fubyeéts; and the many 
proofs of affection and attachment 
to his perfon and family which he 
has received from this Houfe, afford 
him no raom to doubt that they 
will enable him to give fuch a por- 
tion to his eldeft daughter as may 
be fuitable to the dignity of the 


€rown. 


Meffage from his Majefty to the Houfe of 
Commons, 29¢h April, 1797, 


Georce R. 


H's Majefty recommends it to 
the Houfe of Commons to 
€onfider of enabling his Majefty to 


make remittances, from time to 


time, to be applied to his fervice in 
Treland, in fuch manner as fhall be 
approved by the parliament of that 
kingdom, to an amount not exceed- 


ing 1,500,000l. on provifion being 


made by the parliament of Ireland 
for difcharging the intereft and 
charges of a loan to that amount. 
And his Majefty further recom- 
mends to the Houfe to confider of 
ranteeing 2 loan, on account of 
is ally the Emperor, to be applied 
in making good the advances to the 
amount of 1,600,0001. which have 
already been made to his Imperial 
Majefty, and to defray the charge 
of fuch further advances as his Ma- 
jefty may, from time to time, direét 
to be made in the courfe of ihe pre- 
fent year, to an amount not exceed- 


‘ing 2,000,0001. 


7. Majefty trufts, that he fhall 
Vor. XXXIX, 


a 
experience the ready concurrence 
of his faithful Commons, at this im- - 
portant conjuncture, in a meafure 
calculated to enable the Emperor 
the more effectually to continue his 
exertions for the fupport of the 
common caufe, and for the attain- 
ment of a general peace, on fecure 
and equitable terms. 

And his Majefty relies on the 
zeal and affection of his faithful 
Commons to provide for enabling 
his Majefty to defray fuch other ex- 
traordinary expences 2s may be ne- 
ceffary for the public fervice, and to 
take fuch bitte as the exigency 
of affairs may require. 


Prote/ of the Duke of Bedford and Lord 
Chedworth, on the Duke’s Motion for 
the Difmiffal of Minifters, May 20th, 
1797. 


DissENTIENT. 
itt, Pe ae acting accord- 
ing to the ancient practice 
of the Britifh conftitution, and in 
conformity withits true principles, 
we hold the advifers of the crown 
to be refponfible for the condition 
of the ft&te ; refponfible for its in- 
ternal peace and general good go- 
vernment; for the prefervation of 
all its ancient fundamental rights 
and liberties; for the protection of , 
its commerce, of its credit, and the 
various fources of its profperity and 
wealth; for the obfervance of or- 
der, difcipline, and obedience, in all 
the departments of the public force ; 
for the honour and fuccefs of our 
arms (if unfortunately engaged in 
war); for the preponderance of the 
Britifh power, and for the glory 
and fplendor of the Britifh name. 
Inftead of recognifing in his Majef- 
ty’s minifters that ability, forciignt, 
and integrity, by which ‘cle its 
M dearef} 


, 
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deareft interefts are preferved, we 
have feen, throughout a courfe of 
years, the affairs of the nation con- 
dué&ed with that incapacity, perfidy, 
end corruption, by which all great 
empires, from the beginning of the 
world, have found their ruin; and 
which, in the particular ftate and 
fituation of ~Great Britain, have 
nearly exhaufted its refources and 
its credit, and annihilated its con- 
ftitution ; which have brought fhame 
upon its character in the eyes of fo- 
reign nations, and diffufed largely a- 
mong its fubjects miftruft in the in- 
tentions of their governors, hatred 
of their power, and contempt, for 
their debility. 

2dly. Becaufe, encouraged by the 
uniform, implicit, and fatal confi- 
dence of this Houfe in the conduét 
of minifters, a fyftem of govern- 
ment has arifen, which, if it be fur- 
ther perfevered in, will render the 
fortunes of thefe realms utterly ir- 
retrieveable, even fhould wifdom 
and virtue fucceed in the minds 
of thofe minifters to ignorance and 
wickednefs. That fyftem is go- 
verned by principles the very re- 
verie of thofe by which ftates and 
focieties have hitherto been kept 
together. It is grounded on the 
doétrine that honour and reward is 
to attend on crime and folly, and 
that men are to be entrufted with 
power in proportion to their difpo- 
fition to abufe it. Such perverted 
maxims of policy take from govern- 
ment all the fupport it derives from 
opinion. The opinion of its con- 
fittency is loft by minifters adopt- 
ing and rejecting, as it fuits the 
purpofe of their power, fyftems 
which they alternately recommend 
and revile. The opinion of its juf- 


tice is deftroyed from: feeing that 


power devends on principle. which 


"y 


confounds the firft’ diftinétions of 
right. and wrong. All opinion of 
its vigour and efficiency is loft in 
the daily infults to its authority, to 
which they. are compelled to fub- 
mit. Every fpecies of diforder. is 
hence introduced. The example 
of thofe who govern is followed by 
thofe who obey. Nothing regular 
or orderly is found in the inter- 
courfe between fubjeé&t and fove- 
reign. State neceflity, inftead of 
being referved for occafions of the 
laft emergency, is reforted to.as the 
conftant and every-day practice of 
executive adminiftration. In fuch 
a fyftem there is neither ordernor 
freedom; and it is the energy of 
freedom alone that can refift with 
effect the zeal or fancied fuperiority 
of military means. Where no 
power is left to correét the vices of 
an ill adminiftered commonwealth, 
nothing will remain to oppofe to 
the enterprifes of a foreign enemy._ 

3dly. Becaufe to fuffer ourfelves 
to be found by a foreign enemy in 
this diftraéted condition, when we 
have the means of avoiding it, 
feems to us highly impolitic, and 
wantonly to call down deftruction 
upon the ftate. We fee nothing 
in the prefent minifters fo valuable 
as to induce us to rifk, for their pre- 
fervation, any part of the, common 
intereft. They have already kind- 
Ied, by their odious perfecution of 
the Catholics in Ireland, the Hames 
of civil difcord in that country. 
We believe that an immediate 
change of men and of meafures 
would yet preferve the common ties 
by which the two countries.are.u- 
nited. . If, unhappily, meafures of 
intolerance are to be fuftained. by 
the fword, and if that opprefied 
country be torn from the Britifh 
crown, as America was fevered 
m teat from 


“a 
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ffom our empire, rather than that 
thefe minifters fhould incur the lofs 
of their offices, w¢ are unable to fee 
in what Great Britain would be the 
gainer. Ifaninvafion of thefe realms 
fhould be the refult of delaying to o- 
pen a fincere negotiation tor peace, 
fully as we rely upon the zeal and 
bravery of our countrymen for the 
event, we do not conceive that the 
mifchief of fuch an attempt would 
in any degree be compenfated by 
finding, at the clofe of it, thofe mi- 
nifters ftill in their offices. Above 
all things, we deem it highly inex- 
pedient that any numerous or im- 
portant clafs of the people thould, 
in fo perilous a moment, conceive 
themfelves to be placed in the al- 
ternative between foreign conqueft 
and domeftic ufurpation. We 
think that in this crifisno excufe is 
left for not calling forth the whole 
wifdom, and all that remains of the 
energy of the Britifh nation ; that 
itis among the crimes of thefe mi- 
nifters that they have exhaufted in 
idle alarms, for factious purpofes, 
thofe refources which oughi to have 
been preferyed whole and unbro- 
ken, to meet the difafters which 
are impending over us; and for 
having fet up a cry of loyalty a- 
gainft liberty, to the deftruction of 
that real ftrengih by which alone 
our fhores and our altars can, in the 
laft extremity, be defended. 
4thly. Becaufe fuch a fyftem is’ 
dangerous to our prefent fafety and 
exiftence as an independent {tate’; 
and the fupport uniformly given to 
to if, tends to degrade and vilify 
this Houfe in’ the opinion of the 
ople. For the firft time in our 
iftory, the continuance of a minif- 
ter in office feems to be made a 
condition -af the conftitution. If 
that minifter, after having reduced 


Te 


his country to the loweft ebb of 
fhame and mifery, fhall continue to 
receive and to difpenfe all truft:, 
honours, and emoluments, and to 
be fupported in his abandoned 
courfes by this Houfe, no motive 
will remain to love and reverence 
a conftitution exhibited in thefe co- 
lours to the people, through the 
medium ‘of this Houfe. Feeling 
no intereft in our proceedings, they 
will lofe all refpect for our charac- 
ter, and all belief in our honour. 
5thly. Becaule we believe the pre- 
fent minifters to be utterly incom- 
petent to the cure of the evils they 
have produced. As the principles 
on which they have made the war 
offer no profpeé for its fuccefs, 
thofe on which they have hitherto 
negotiated for peace, afford’ no 
hope for its attainment: as the im- 
providence and incapacity with 
which they have conducted the war, 
have contributed fo largely to pro- 
duce the calamitous fituation of 
Europe, and to build up the pro- 
digious power of the French repub- 
lic, we conceive that they poflefs 
not the means of obtaining fafe or 
honourable terms of peace for this 
country. We cannot expect that 
they will hereafter cherifh or en- 
courage that fpirit of liberty under 
which, in former times, our great- 
nefs has grown and been matured. 
We are rather impreffed with the 
fear that, under the fame pretences’ 
which have caufed all our prefent 
difafters, large military eftablith- 
ments will continue to be kept up, 
with a view of crufhing all its ef- 
forts, and rivetting ftill clofer the 
fetters of the people ; that, releaf-| 
ed from the preffure of foreign ho- 
ftility, they will have recourfe to 
coercive meafures in that unhappy 
country, where their oppreffions 
M2 have 
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have already provoked the people 
to refiftance. Wecan hope for no 
economy from men whofe extrava- 
gance and wafte exceeds whatever 
has been heard of the mad prodigali- 
ty offormerperiods. Wecan expect 
no falutary reformations from thofe 
who have endeavoured to engraft 
upon and blerd with the fubftance 
of the conftitution itfelf, thofe’ a- 
bufes by which their rapacity is fup- 
porte Finally, we can expect 
rom fuch men and fuch a fyftem, 
no other iffue but the eftablifhment 
ofadominion of minifterial terror- 
ifm, fupported by parliamentary 
corruption, inftead of the ancient 
conititution. of this’ country, con- 
duéted according to the principles 
of the Revolution. 
(Signed) Breprorp. 

CHEDWORTH. 


Heffaze from his Maye/y to the Houfe of 
Commons, June Vt, 1797. 


GrorceR. 


it is with the deepeft concern his 
Majefty acquaints the Houfe of 
Commons, that the conduct of the 
crews. of fome of his Majefty’s flips 
now at the Nore, in perfifting in 
the moft violentand treafonableaéts 
of mutiny and difobedience, not- 
withflanding the full extenfion to 
them of all the benefits which had 
been accepted with gratitude by the 
reft of his Maiefty’s fleet, and not- 
withfianding ihe repeated offers of 
his Majeity’s gracious pardon on 
their returning to their duty, have 
comp: led his Majefty to call on all 
his fai.) ful fubjetts to give their ut- 
moit affifiance in reprefling fuch 
dangerous and criminal procetd- 


ings. His Majefty has direéted a 
copy of the proclamation which he 
has-iffued for this purpofe, to be 
laid before the Houfe; and he can- 
not doubt that his parliament will 
adopt with readineks and decifion 
every meafure which can tend, at 
this important conjunéture, to pro- 
vide for the public fecurity; and 
his Majefty particularly recom- 
mends it to the confideration of 
parliament to make more effectual 
provifign for the prevention and 
punifhment of all traiterous at- 
tempts to excite fedition and mu- 
tiny in his Majefty’s fervice, or to 
withdraw any part of his Majefty’s 
forces by fea or land from their 
duty, and allegiance to him, and 
from that obedience and difcipline 
which are fo important to the pro- 
{perity and the fafety of the Britifh 
empire. ; 


Meffage from his Majefty to the Honfe 
of Commons, July 6th, 1797. 


Georce R. 


S the ftate of public bufinefs 
A may foon enable his anges 
to put an end to the prefent fef- 
fion, his Majefty thinks it proper 
to recommend it to the Houfe of 
Commons to confider of making 
provifion to enable his Majefty to 
defray fuch extraordinary expences, 
and to take fuch meafures as the 
exigencies of affairs may require ; 
and in particular, to afford fome pe- 
cuniary affiftance, if the circum- 
{tances fhould appear to his Majef- 
ty to require it, to his ally the 
Queen of Portugal, for the defence 
of her dominions againft any attack 
from the common enemy. ns 

ts 
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His Majefty’s Speech to both Houfes of the public fervice; and while I la« 


Parliament on proroguing the fame, 
20th of July, VI97. - 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


J CANNOT put an end to this 
feffion of parliament without re- 
turning you my moftfincereand cor- 
dial thanks for the affiduity and zeal 
with which you have applied your- 
felves to the important objects 
which have required your atten- 
tion, and for the wifdom and firm- 
nefs which you have manifefted in 
the new and difficult emergencies 
for which you have had to provide. 

I muft particularly exprefs the 
juft fenfe I entertain of the falutary 
and effeétual provifions which you 
made for ftrengthening the means 
of national defence; and the mea- 
fures adopted for obviating the in- 
conveniences which were to be ap- 
prehended to credit from the tem- 
porary fufpenfion of payments in 
¢eafh by the Bank, as well as of the 
promptitude, vigour, and effect 
with which you afforded me your 
affiftance and fupport in fuppreffing 
the daring and treafonable mutiny 
which broke out ina part of, my 
fleet, and in counteraéting fo dan- 
gerous and pernicious an example. 

I have the fatisfaction to acquaint 
you, that, fince the acceffion of the 
prefent Emperor of Ruffia, the 
commercial engagements between 
the two countries have been re- 
newed in fuch a manner as will, I 
doubt not, materially conduce to 
their mutual interefts. 6 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Commons, 

I MUST return you my parti- 
cular thanks for the liberal and ex- 
tenfive provifion which you have 
made for the various exigercies of 


ment ‘the neceffity which increafed 
them to fo large an amount, it is a 
confolation to me to obferve the 
attention you employed in diftri- 
buting the heavy burthens, which 
they occafioned, in fuch a manner 
as to render their preffure as little 
fevere as poffible to my people. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


THE iffue of the important ne- 
gotiation in which Iam engaged is 
yet uncertain; but, whatever may 
be the event, nothing will have 
been wanting on my part to bring 
it to a fuccefsful termination, on 
fuch conditions as may be confift- 
ent with the fecurity, honour, and 
effential interefts of my dominions. 
In the mean time, nothing can fo 
much tend to forward the attain- 
ment of peace, as the continuance 
of that zeal, exertion, and publig 
fpirit, of which my fubjects have 
given fuch confpicuous and ho- 
nourable proofs, and of which the 
a aA Fiona and firmnefs of par- 
iament has afforded them fo ftrik- 
ing an example. 


_—_ ir 


Copy of the whole of the Proceedings relas 
tive to the late Negotiation at Lifléy 
from its firft Opening to its final Rup~ 
ture, which was prefinted by his Ma~ 
jefy on the 3d of November to both 
Houfes of Parliament. The Papers 
thus frefented arc fifty-four in number, 
the eleven firf? of which relate chiefly te 

. the Preliminary Arrangement that took 
flace previous io Lord Malmefbury’s 
departure for Life. 


ki A NOTE from Lord Gren- 
ville to M. Delacroix, dat- 
ed June lit, propofing, in confe. 
quence of the fignature of the pre- 
M 3 liminaries 
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Kminaries of peace, the conclufion 
of which was to put an end to the 
continental war, to enter without 
delay upon the difcuffion of the 
views and pretenfions of Great Bri- 
tain and France, for the purpofe of 
figning preliminaries of peace, 
which might be definitively arrang- 
ed at the future congrefs. 

2. A Note from M. Delacroix 
to Lord Grenville, dated June 4th, 
expreflive of the eagernefs of the 
Exeeutive Directory to receive the 
pacific overtures of the court of 
London, and of their defire that 
the negotiations fhould be fet on 
foot at once for a definitive treaty : 
a proceeding which they conceived 
preferable to a congrefs, the refult 
of which muft be remote. 

3. A Note from Lord Grenville 
to M. Delacroix, dated June 8th, 
announcing the determination of 
the Britifh government to fend 
without delay a minifter to treat 
and conclude with the plenipoten- 
tiary who fhould be appointed by 
the Executive Directory; defiring 
to be informed of the with of the 
Directory as to the place of the ne- 
gotiation; and requefting the ne- 
ceflary paffports for the King’s Ple- 
nipotentiary to repair immediately 
to the place appointed. —The quei- 
tion of figned preliminary, or defi- 
nitive articles, his Lordflup obferv- 
ed, would neceffarily depend upon 
the progrefs and turn of the :nego- 
tiation. 

4. A Note from M. Delacroix 
to Lord Grenville, dated June 11th, 
expreffive of the fatisfaction of the 
Executive Direétory at the pacific 
difpofition manifefted by the court 
of London; enclofing the neceffa- 
ry paflports, and informing him 
that the Directory had fixed upon 
Lifle as the place of negotiation. 


5. The paffport, in the following. 


form: 
“ Liberty, Equality, Fraternity, Union. 
“In the name of the French Re- 
public. 
“ To all officers, civil and mili- 
tary, charged te maintain public 
order in the different departments 


of France, and to make the French. 


name refpe¢ted abroad. 
“* Allow to pafs freely 

furnifhed with iP full powers of his Bri- 
tannic Mayefty for the purfofe of negotiat- 
ing, concluding, and figning a definitive 
and fefarate treaty of feace with the 
French Rejublic, . 
native of, &c. &c. 


going to Lifle, department of the. 
north, the place appointed for the. 


negotiation, with- 
out giving or fuffering any hin- 
drance to be given to him. 

“ This paffport fhall be in force. 
for decades only. 

*¢ Given at Paris the 23d Priarial, 
5th year of the Republic, one and 
indivifible. 

“‘ The Minifter for Foreign Affairs, 
(Signed) ** Cu. Detacroix. 
“ By the Minifter, 
_..,. (Signed) 
_6, A Note from Lord Grenville 
to M. Delacroix, dated June 17th, 
agreeing to Lifle being made the 
feat of the negotiation; defiring a 
free communication between the 
ports of Calais and Dover ; objeé&- 
ing to the terms in which the pafi- 
port was drawn up, as not anfwer- 
ing exagtly to the powers and mif- 
fion of the King’s Plenipotentiary, 
whofe full powers would include 
every cafe, and, without prefcribing 
to him any particular mode of ne- 
gotiation, would give him the moft 
unlimited authority to. conclude 
any articles. or treaties, whether 
preliminary 
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preliminary or definitive, as might 
beft conduce to the {peedy re-efta- 
blifhment of peace, the minifter be- 
ing equally ready and authorized to 
begin the negotiation upon either 


footing. As to what regarded the 


queftion of a feparate treaty, his Ma- 
jefty infifted on providing for what 
was due to the Queen of Portugal, 
being willing to enter into the ne- 
ceffary explanations with refpeé to 
the intereft of Spain and Holland. 
This note concludes with announc- 
ing the appointment of Lord 
Malmefbury as his Majefty’s Pleni- 
potentiary. 

- 7. A Note from M. Delacroix to 
Lord Grenville, dated June 20th, 
expreflive of the perfect coinci- 
dence of the Direétory in the fenti- 
ments of his Britannic Majefty, ftat- 
ed in the foregoing note; agreeing 
to fend a new paffport; confenting 
to receive Lord Malmefbury as 
Plenipotentiary from the King, al- 
though “ another choice would 
have appeared to them to augur 
more favourably for the fpeedy 
conclufion of peace,” and defiring 
that “ couriers fhould not be fent 
too frequently, the frequent fend- 
ing of them having been one of the 
principal caufes of the rupture of 
the former negotiation.” 

8. A Note from Lord Grenville 
to M. Delacroix, dated June 26th, 
announcing that Lord Malmefbury 
would fet out for Lifle on the 30th, 
to negotiate for a definitive treaty. 
The remark refpecting his Lord- 
fhip, the note fays, did not require 
an anfwer. “ With regard to the 
rupture of the laft negotiation, the 
circumftances and the motives of it 
were known to all Europe: and it 
was not af the moment of entering 
into a new pacific difcuffion that 
the Britith government conceived 


it could be of any ufe to recall them 
to recolleétion. 

9. A Note from M. Delacroix to 
Lord Grenville, dated June 29th, 
{tating that the French Plenipoten- 
tiaries were already at Lifle, and 
that the neceflary provifions had 
been made refpecting packet boats 
and couriers. 

10. An Extract of a difpatch 
from Lord Malmefbury to Lord 
Grenville, dated Lifle, July 6th, 
announcing that he had that morn- 
ing had his firft conference with 
the French Plenipotentiaries, when 
they mutually exchanged their full 
powers. Nothing more then paff- 
ed. 

11. A copy of the full Powers ot 
the French Plenipotentiaries, Le- 
tourneur, Pelley, and Maret, and 
the Secretary General Colchen, to 
agree upon and fign the articles of 
the treaty, conformably to the in- 
ftrutions of the Executive Direc- 
tory. 


(No. 12.) 
Extraéts of a Difpatch from Lord 
Malmefbury to Lord Grenville, dated 
Lifle, July (1, 1797. 


I HAD the honour in my laft, 
by Brooks, of the 6th inftant, to 
inform your Lordfhip of my arrival 
here, of the manner in jwhich I had 
been received, and of my having, 
in the ufual form, exchanged my 
full powers with the French Pleni- 
potentiaries. On Friday the 7th, 
at noon, we held our fecond con- 
ference. I opened this fecond con- 
ference with the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries, by faying, that I myfeif 
had no obfervations to make on 
their full powers, which appeared 
to be conformable to thofe ufually 
given by the Dire¢tory to their 

M4 Plenipotentiaries,, 
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Plenipotentiaries, and of. courfe 
muft be confidered as fuficient for 
the purpofes expreffed in -them; 
that I, however, had tranfmitted 
them by a meffenger to my court, 
and referved to myfelf the right of 
communicating any objections or 
remarks which I might receive by 
the return of my meffenger, rela- 
tive to them. M. Le Tourneur, 
io whom, as prefident of the com- 
miffion, I addreffed myfelf, replied, 
that they had taken precifely the 
fame fteps as myfelf; that they con- 
fidered the full powers I had given 
in, as in due form, and fufficient ; 
but that they alfo referved to them- 
felves the'fame right, in regard to 
inftructions they might receive from 
the Direétory on this fubjeét, as I 
had claimed in regard to my court. 
To this, of courfe, Laffented. On 
Saturday, the 8th inftant, I gave 
in the /rojet precifely as I had re- 
ceived it from your Lordfhip; a 
copy of which (A) as it is tranflated 
into French, I think it my duty to 
inclofe. One of the French Pleni- 
potentiaries propofed that fome time 
fhould be given them to take the 
propofals [had made into confidera- 
tion, and begged of me, merely for 
the fake of accuracy, and to hel 

their memory, that I would be good 
enough either to let M. Colchen 
put down on paper, or myfelf fend 
them a note containing the words 
with which I wifhed the Articles 
left in blank to be filled up. I rea- 
dily acquiefced in the latter mode, 
and immediately on my return fent 
them the inclofed note (B). On 
Sunday evening I received the in- 
clofed note (C) from the French 
Pienipotentiaries, and in confe- 
quence of it went to the propofed 
conference yefterday. One of the 
French Plenipotentiaries informed 
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me on the. fubje& of the projet 1. 
had given them, and the note with 
which I had accompanied it, that 
as thefe papers contain many points 
on which their inftructions did not 
enable them to anfwer, they had, 
after having given them a very 
ferious attention, fent them, with 
fuch obfervations as they had 
thought it their duty to make on 
them, to the Direétory, and that 
the moment they received an an- 
{wer, they would communicate it to 
me. But that in the meanwhile, 
not to delay the progrefs of the 
negotiation, they wifhed that feve- 
ral points which he termed infulat- 
ed, but which, though not referred 
to in our frojet, were, he faid, in- 
feparably conne¢ted with the gene- 
ral fubjeé of peace, might be dif- 
cuffed and. got rid of now if I had 
no objection, and that it was with 
this view they had requefted me to 
meet them. On my not expreff- 
ing any difapprobation to this mode 
of proceeding, one of the French 
Plenipotentiaries began, by faying, 
that in the preamble of the treaty 
the title of King of France was 
ufed; that this title they contended 
could no longer be infifted on; the 
abolition of it was in a manner 
effential to the full acknowledge- 
ment of the French Republic, and 
that as it was merely titular as far 
as related to his Majefty, but quite 
otherwife in the fenfe in which it 
applied to them, he hoped it would 
not be confidered as an important 
conceflion.—I informed him, that 
on all former cccafions a feparate 
article had been agreed to, which 
appeared to me to anfwer every 
purpofe. they required, and which 
it was my intention, as the treaty 
advanced, to have propofed, as 
proper to make part of this. The 

ariicl¢ 
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article (the firft of the feparate ones 
in the treaty of 1783) was then 
read; but they objected to it, as 
not fully meeting their views. It 
was to the title itfelf, as well as to 
any right which might be fuppofed 
to arife from it, that they objected. 
I could fcarce allow myfelf to treat 
this mode of reafoning ferioufly. 
I endeavoured to make them feel 
that it was cavilling for a mere 
word; that it was creating difficul- 
ties where none exifted; and that 
if all the French monarchs in the 
courfe of three centuries had allow- 
ed this to ftand in the preamble of 
all treaties and tranfactions between 
the two countries, I could not 
conceive; after its having been ufed 
for fo long a period without any 
claim or pretenfion being fet forth 
in confequence of it, how it could 
now affert either the dignity, fecu- 
rity, or importance of the Repub- 


 lic—that in faét fuch titles have 


ever been confidered as indefeaf- 
ible, and as memorials and records 
of former greatne{s, and not as pre- 
tenfions to prefent power—and I 
quoted the titles of the Kings of 
Sardinia and Naples, &c. as ex- 
amples exactly in point. I argued 
however in vain. They treated it 
very gravely, and made fo ftrong a 
ftand upon it, that I could not avoid 
taking it for reference, which I 
thought it better to do than, feel- 
ing as I did at the moment, to pufh 
the converfation farther. 

The fecond infulated point was 
a very material one indeed, and 
which, although it has been advert- 
ed to as a propofal that might pof- 
fibly be brought forward, I confefs 
came upon me unexpectedly. — It 
was to afk either a reftitution of 
the fhips taken and deftroyed at 
Toulon, or an equivalent for them. 


A‘P ELR S. 


They grounded this claim on the 
preliminary declaration made by 
Lord Hood on his taking poffefion 
of Toulon; and on the etghth ar- 
ticle of the Declaration of the Com- 
mittee of the Seétions to him. 
They faid, peace, they hoped, was 
about to be re-eftablifhed; that his. 
Majefty, in acknowledging the Re- 
public, admitted that a fovereignty 
exifted in the French Government; 
and, of courfe, that the fhips, held 
only as a depofit by England till 
this legal authority was admitted, 
ought now to be reftored. I re- 
plied, that this claim was fo per- 
fe&tly unlooked for, that it was im- 
poffible for me to have been pro- 
vided for it in my inftru¢tions, and 
that I could therefore only convey 
my own private fentiments on it, 
which were, that they could not 
have devifed a ftep more likely to 
defeat the great end of our miflion, ‘ 
One of the French Plenipotentiaries 
faid, that he fincerely hoped not; 
that without a reftitution of the 
fhips, an equivalent might be found 
to effeét the purpofe defired, fince 
their great object was, that fome- 
thing fhould appear to prove that 
this juft demand had not been over- 
looked by them, and was not left 
unfatisfied bys. I told him fairly, 
I did not fee where this equivalent 
was to be found, or how it could 
be appreciated ; and that confider- 
ing the great advantages France had 
already obtained by the war, and 
thofe fhe was likely to obtain from 
the aét of condefcenfion [ had al- 
ready intimated his Majefty was 
difpofed to make in order to reftore 
peace, I was much furprifed and 
deeply concerned at what I heard. 
I trufted, therefore, that this very 
inadmiflible propofal would be with 
drawn. They faid it was not in 
their 
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their power; and one of them, 
from a written paper before him, 
which he faid were his inftruétions, 
read to me words to the effeé I 
have already ftated. 

Their third queftion was as to 
any mortgage we might have upon 
the Low Countries, in confequence 
of money lent to the Emperor by 
Great Britain—they wifhed to know 
if any fuch exifted, fince, as they 
had taken the Low Countries, charg- 
ed with ail their incumbrances, they 
were to declare that they fhould not 
confider. themfelves bound to an- 
{wer any mortgage given for money 
lent to the Emperor, for the pur- 
pofe of carrying on war againft 
them. 

I told them, that without reply- 
ing to this queftion, fuppofing the 
cafe to exift, the exception they 
required fhould have been ftated 
in their treaty with the Emperor, 
and could not at all be mixed up in 
ours; .that if they had taken the 
Low Couniries, as they ftood charg- 
ed with all their incumbrances, 
there could be no doubt what thefe 
words meant, and that if no excep- 
tion was ftated in the firft inftance, 
none could be made with a retro- 
active effet. 

The French Plenipotentiaries, 
however, were as tenacious on this 
point as on the other two; and as I 
found to every argument I ufed 
that they conftantly oppofed their 
inftructions, I had nothing to do 
but to defire that they would give 
_me a written paper ftating . their 
three claims, in order that I might 
immediately tranfmit it to your 
Lordfhip; and on this being pro- 
mifed, our conference broke up. 

Between four and five, P. M. 
yefterday, I received the enclofed 
note (D); and I have loft no time 
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fince it is in my poffeffion in pre- 
paring to fend away a meffenger, as 
independent of the difagreeable 
fubjeéts brought forward in this laft 
conference, and which it is material 
fhould be communicated without 
delay. JT am. anxious his Majefty 
fhould be informed of what has. 
paffed ‘in general up to this day, as 
it may perhaps furnifh fome ideas 
as to the poflible event of the ne- 
gotiation. 


, No. 13. (A) 
Projedt of a Treaty of Peace. 


BE it known to all thofe whom 
it fhall or may in any manner con- 
cern. The moft Serene and moft 
Potent Prince, George the Third, 
by the Grace of God, King of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland, Duke 
of Brunaiwick and Lunenburgh, 
Arch Treafurer and Eleétor of the 
Holy Roman Empire,—and the Ex- 
ecutive Direétory of the French 
Republic, being equally defirous to 
put an end to the war, which has 
for fome time paft fubfifted between 
the dominions of the two parties, 
have named and conftituted for 
their Plenipotentiaries, charged with 
the concluding and figning of the 
definitive treaty of peace, viz. the 
King of Great Britain, the Lord 
Baron of Malmefbury, a Peer of the 
kingdom of Great Britain, —Knight 
of the moft honourable Order of 
the Bath, Privy Counfellor to his 
Britannic Majefty and the Execu- 
tive Directory of the French Re- 
public, who, 
after having exchanged their re- 
{pective full powers, have agreed 
upon the following Articles :— 

i.—As foon as this treaty fhall 
be figned and ratified, there fhall 
be an univerfal and perpetual peace, 

as 
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as well by fea as by land, and a fin- 
cere and conftant friendfhip be- 
tween the two contra¢ting parties, 
and their dominions, and territories, 
and people, without exception of 
eithér places or perfons; fo that 
the high contraéting parties fhall 
give the greateft attention to the 
maintaining between themfelves 
and their faid dominions, territories, 
and people, this reciprocal friend- 
fhip and intercourfe, without per- 
mitting hereafter, on either part, 
any kind of hoftilities to be com- 
mitted either by fea or by land, for 
any caufe, or under any pretence 
whatfoever. There fhall be a ge- 
neral oblivion and amnefty of every 
thing which may have been done 
or committed by either party to- 
wards the other before or fince the 
commencement of the war; and 
they fhall carefully avoid for the 
future every thing which might 
prejudice the union happily re- 
eftablithed. 

Immediately after the exchange 
of the ratifications of this treaty, 
orders fhall be fent to the armies 
and fquadrons. of both parties to 
{top all hoftilities ; and for the exe- 
cution of this article, fea-paffes fhall 
be given on each fide to the fhips 
~ difpatched to carry the news of 
peace to the poffeflions of the two 
parties. 

II. The treaties of peace of 
Nimeguen of 1678 and 1679, of 
Ryfwick of 1697, and of Utrecht 
of 1713; that of Baden of 1714; 
that of the triple alliance of the 
Hague of 1717; that of the quad- 
ruple alliance of London of 1718; 
the treaty of peace of Vienna of 
1736; the definitive treaty of Aix 
Ja ‘Chapelle of 1748; the definitive 
treaty of Paris of 1763, and that of 
Verfailles of 1783, ferve as a bafis 
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and foundation to the peace, and_to 
the prefent treaty. And, for this 
purpofe they are all renewed and 
confirmed in the beft form, fo that 
they are to be exactly obferved for 
the future in their full tenor, and 
religioufly executed by both parties 
in all the points, which fhall not 
be derogated from by the prefent 
treaty of peace. 

II].—All the prifoners taken on 
either fide, as well by land as by 
fea, and the hoftages carried away 
or givea during the war, fhall be re- 
ftored, without ranfom, in fix weeks 
at lateft, to be computed from the 
day of the exchange of the ratifica- 
tions*of the prefent treaty; each 
party refpectively difcharging the 
advances which fhall have been 
made for the fubfiftence and main- 
tenance of their prifoners in the 
country where they fhall have been 
detained, according to the receipts, 
attefted accounts, and other authen- 
tic vouchers, which fhall be fur- 
nifhed on each fide; and fecurity 
fhall be reciprocally given for the 
payment of the debts which the 
prifoners may have contracted in 
the countries where they may have 
been detained, until their entire 
releafe. 

IV.—With refpect to the rights 
of fifhery on the coafts of the ifland 
of Newfoundland, and of the iflands 
adjacent, and in the Gulph of St. 
Lawrence, the two parties fhall re- 
turn to the fame fituation in which 
they ftood refpectively, according 
to the treaties and engagements 
fubfifting at the period of the com- 
mencement of the war. And with 

his view, his Majefty confents to 
reftore to France, in full right, the 
iflands of St. Pierre and Miquelon. 

V.—The fame principle of the 
flate of poffeffian before the war, is 

adopted 
1 
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adopted by mutual confent, with 
refpe& to all other poffeffions and 
rights on both fides, in every part 
of the world, fave only the excep- 
tions which are ftipulated by the 
fubfequent articles of this treaty. 
And, to this intent, all poffeffions 
or territories which have or may 
have been conquered by one of the 
parties from the other (and not 
{pecially excepted in this treaty) 
fhall: be reftored to the party to 
whom they belonged at the com- 
mencement of the prefent war. 

VI.— From this principle of mu- 
’ tual reftitution, the two parties have 
agreed to except 
which fhall remain to his Britannic 
Majetty, in full fovereignty. , 

VIl.—In all the cafes of reftitu- 
tion provided by the prefent treaty, 
the fortreffes fhall be reftored in the 
fame condition in which they now 
are, and no injury fhall be done to 
any works that have been con- 
firuéted fince the conqueft of 
them. 

VIIl.—It is alfo agreed, that in 
every cafe of reftitution or ceflion 
provided by any of the articles of 
this treaty, the term of three years 
from the date of the notification of 
the treaty, in the refpective, terri- 
tory or place reftored or ceded, 
thall be allowed to perfons, of what- 
ever defcription, refiding or being 
in the faid territory or place, pof- 
feffed of property therein under 
any title exifting before the war, 
or which has fince devolved to them 
by the laws then exifting ; during 
which term of three years they 
fhall remain and refide unmolefted 
in the exercife of their religion, 
and in the enjoyment of their pof- 
feffions and effets, upon the con- 
ditions and titles under which they 
fo acquired the fame, without being 
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liable, in any manner, or under any. 
pretence, to be profecuted or fued. 
for their paft conduét, except as to 
the difcharge of juft debts to indi- 


-viduals ; and. that all thofe who, 


within the time of months 
after the notification of this treaty, 
fhall declare to the government 
then eftablifhed, their intention to 
withdraw themfelves or their effects, 
and to remove to fome other place, 
fhall have and obtain, within one 
month after fuch declaration, full 
liberty to depart and to remove 
their effeéts, or to fell and difpofe 
of the fame, whether moveable or 
immoveable, at any time within 
the faid period of three years, with- 
out any reftraint or hindrance, ex- 
cept on account of debts at any 
time contracted, or of any criminal 
profecution for acts done fubfe- 
quent to the notification of this, 
treaty. 

IX.—As it is neceflary to appoint 
a certain period for the reftitutions 
hereinbefore ftipulated, it is agreed 
that the fame fhall take place in, 
Europe within (one month)—in A- 
frica and America within (three 
months)—and in Afia within (fix 
months) after the ratification of the 
prefent treaty. 

X.—For preventing the revival 
of the law-fuits which have been 
ended in the territories to be re- 
ftored by virtue of this treaty, it is 
agreed, that the judgments in pri- 
vate caufes pronounced in the laft 
refort, and which have acquired 
the force of matters determined, 
fhall be confirmed and executed ac- 
cording to their form and tenor. 

XI.—The decifion of the prizes 
and feizures of fhips and their car- 
goes taken at fea, or feized in the 
ports of either country, prior to the 
hoftilities, fhall be referred to the 

refpective 
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efpective courts of juftice; fo that 
the legality of the faid prizes and 
feizures fhall be decided according 
to the law of natiors, and to trea- 
ties, in the courts of juftice of the 
nation which fhall have made the 
eapture, or ordered the feizures. 
And, in order to prevent ail caufes 
ef complaint and difpute whicl 
may arife on account of prizes 
which may be made at fea after the 
figning of this treaty, it is recipro- 
cally agreed, that the veffeis and 
effeéis which may be taken in the 
Britifh Channeland in the North 
Seas, after the {pace of twelvedays, 
to be computed from the exchange 
of the ratifications of this treaty, 
fhall be reftored on each fide: — 
that the term fhall be one month 
from the Britifh Channel and the 
North Seas, as far as the Canary 
Hlands inclufively, whether in the 
ocean or in the Mediterranean: 
two months from the faid Canary 
Iflands as far as the eguinoétial line 
or equator: — three months from 
the equator to any part to the weft- 
ward of the Cape of Good Hope 
and the eaftward of Cape Horn:— 
and laftiy, five months in all other 
parts of the world, without anv ex- 
ception, or any more particular 
defcription of time or place. 

XII. —The allies of the two par- 
ties, that is to fay, her Moft Faith- 
ful Majefty as ally of his Britannic 
Majefty, and his Catholic Majefty 
and the Batavian Republic as allies 
of the French Republic, fhail be 
invited by the two contracting par- 
ties to accede to this peace on the 
terms and conditions fpecified in 
the three following articles; the 
execution of which the faid two 
eontracting parties reciprocally gva- 
rantee to each other, being thereto 
refpectively authorized by their a- 
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bove-mentioned allies: — And the 
two contra¢ting parties further 
agree, that if their allies refpective- 
ly fhall not have fo acceded within 
the {pace of two months after the 
exchange of the ratifications of this 
treaty, the party fo refufing to ac- 
cede, fhall not receive from its ally 
vay aid or fuccour of any nature 
during the further continuance of 
the war. 

XIII]. — His Britannic Majefty 
engages to conclude a definitive 
peace with his Catholic Majefty on 
the footing’of the ftate of poffef- 
fion before the war, with the ex~ 
ception of 
which fha!ll remain in full foves 
reignty to his Britannic Majefty. 

XIV.—His Britannic Majcity in 
like manner engages to conclude a 
definitive peace with the Baiavian 
Republic on the fame footing of 
the ftate of pofieffion before the 
war, with the exception of 
which fhalk 
remain to his Britannic Majefty in 
full fovereignty, and of 
which fhall be ceded to his Majefty 
in exchange for 

In confideration of thefe reftitu- 
tions, to be hereby made by his 
Britannic Majefty, all property be- 
longing to the Prince of Orange, 
in the month of December 1794, 
and which has been feized and con- 
fifeated fince that period, fhall be 
reftored to him, or a full equivalent 
in money given him for the fame. 
And the French Republic further 
engages to procure for him, at the 
general peace, an adequate com- 
penfation for the lofs of his offices 
and dignities in the United Pro- 
vinces; and the perfons who have 
been imprifoned or banifhed, or 
whofe property has been fequefter- 
ed or confifcated in the faid re- 


public, 
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puolic, on account of their attach- 
ment to the interefts of the Houfe 
of Orange, or to the former go- 
vernment of the United Provinces, 
fhall be releafed, and fhall beat 
liberty to return to their country, 
and to refide therein, and to enjoy 
_ their property there, conforming 
themfelves to the laws and confti- 
tution there eftablifhed, 

XV.—The French Republic en- 
gages to conclude a definitive peace 
with her Moft Faithful Majefty on 
the fame footing of the ftate of pof- 
feffion before the war, and without 
any further demand or burthenfome 
condition being made on either 
fide. 
XVI.—All the ftipulations con- 
tained in this treaty, refpecting the 
time and manner of making the 
reftitutions therein mentioned, and 
all the privileges thereby referved 
to the inhabitants or proprietors in 
the iflands or territories reftored or 


ceded, fhall apply in like manner. 


to the reftitutions to be made by 

virtue of any of the. three laft arti- 

cles, viz. the XIIIth, XIVth, and 

XVth, except in thofe. inftances 

where the fame may be derogated 

from by the mutual confent of the 
arties concerned. 

XVII.—All former treaties of 
peace between the refpective par- 
ties, to whom the faid three articles 
relate, and which fubfifted and were 
in force at the commencement of 
hoftilities between them refpectiye- 
ly, fhall be renewed, except in fuch 
inftances only where the fame may 
be derogated from by mutual con- 
fent; and the articles of this treaty 
for the reftoration of prifoners, the 
ceifation of hoftilities, and the de- 
cifion relative to prizes and feizures, 


fhall equally apply to the refpective 
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parties to whom the faid three arti- 
cles relate, and fhall be held to be’ 
in full force between them, as foon 
as they fhall refpectively and in 
due form, have acceded to this 
treaty. : 
XVIII.—AIl fequeftrations im- 
pofed by any of the parties named 
in this treaty, on the rights, proper 
ties, or debts of individuals belong-: 
ing to any other of the faid parties, 
fhall be taken off, and the property, 
of whatever kind, fhall be reftored 
in the fulleft manner to the lawful 
owner, or juft. compenfation be 
made for it: And all complaints of 
injury done to private property, 
contrary to the ufual practice and: 
rules of war, and all claims of pri- 
vate rights or property which be- 
longed to individuals at the periods 
of the commencement of hoftilities 
refpectively between the faid par- 
ties, viz. Great Britain and Portu- 
galon the one fide, and, France, 
Spain, and Holland.on the other, 
and which ought, according to the 
ufual practice and laws of nations, 
to revive at the period of peace, 
fhall. be received, heard, and decid- 
ed, in the refpeétive courts of juftice 
of the..ditferent parties; and full 
juftice therein fhall be done by each~ 
of the faid parties to the fubjedcts 
and people of the other, in the fame 
manner as to their own fubijects on 
people. And if any complaint fhould 
arife refpecting the execution of this 
article, which complaint fhall not 
be fettled by ni pte be- 
tween the refpective governments 
within twelve months after the fame 
fhall have been preferred to them, 
the fame fhall be determined by 
fworn commiflioners to be appoint- 
ed on each fide, with power to call 
in an arbitrator. of any indifferent 
nation; 
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nation; and the decifion of the faid , 


commiffioners fhall be binding, and 
without appeal. 

_ XIX. — His Britannic Majefty 
and the French Republic promile 
to obferve fincerely, and bona fide, 
all the articles contained and eftab- 
lifhed in the prefent treaty; and 
they will not fuffer the fame to be 
infringed, direétly or indire¢tly, by 
their refpective fubjeéts; and the 
faid contracting parties guarantee to 
each other, generally and recipro- 
cally, all the itipulations of the pre- 
fent treaty. 

XX.—The folemn ratifications 
of the prefent treaty, prepared in 
good and due form, {hall be ex- 
changed in 
between the contracting parties, 
in the {pace of a month, or fooner, 
if poflible, to be computed from the 
day of the fignature of the prefent 
treaty. 

In witnefs whereof, &c. &c. 


No. 14. (B.) 
Note from Lord Malmefbury to the French 


Plenipotentiaries. 


THE. Minifter Plenipotentiary of 
his Britannic Majefty has the ho- 
nour.of prefenting to the Minifters 
Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
public, in confequence of the with 
exprefied by them in the confer- 
ence of this morning, the following 
noie: which. he requefts them at 
ihe fame time to confider, not fo 
much in the light of an official pa- 
per as of a verbal and confidential 
communication, and as a proof of 
Ris readinefs to facilitate the pro- 
grefs of the negotiation, by giving 
them, on the very outfet,all the ex- 
planations in his power.on the /ro- 
get of the treaty which he’ has deli- 
vered to them. 
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If, as the Minifters Plenipoten- 
tiary of the French Republic have 
affured him, it is contrary to’ their 
moft pofitive inftructions to enter 
into any difcuffion relative to the 
ceflion of thofe poffeflions which 
belonged to France before the war, 
it is ufelefs to dwell on the VIth 
article, fince the compenfations 
which his Britannic Majefty might 
have demanded by that article, in 
return for the reftitutions which he 
is difpofed to make for the re-eftab- 
lifhment of peace, muft, in confe- 
quence of this declaration, be fought 
for in the ceffions to be made b 
his Catholic Majefty and the Bata- 
vian Republic. ; 

Lord Malmefbury therefore pro- 
pofes to infert in the XIIIth arti- 
cle, after the words /fatws ante bel- 
lum, the following words: “ With 
the exception of the ifland of Tri- 
nidad, which fhall remain in full 
poffeffion to his Britannic Ma- 
jelty.” ; 

Lord Malmefbury imagines that 
it is'unneceflary for him to repeat 
the reafons which induce him to 
infift upon the retaining of this con- 
que{t, unlefs compentation fhould 
be made for it by fome other cef- 
fion which fhall balance the aug- | 
mentation of power accruing to 
France, from the acquifition otf the 
Spanith part of St. Domingo, 

With regard to the XIVth arti- 


cle, Lord Malmefbury propofes, 


that after the words fratus ante Lel- 
lum, fhould besadded, ** With the 
exception of the town, fort, and 
eftablifhment of the Cape of Good 
Hope, and of the poffeffions which 
belonged to the, Dutch before. the 
war in the ifland of Ceylon, and of 
the town and fort of Cochin, which 
fhall be ceded to his Britannic Ma- 
jefty in exchange for),the,town of 
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Negapatnam and its dependen- 
e1es.”” 

Lord Malmefbury repeats to the 
Minifers Plenipotentiary of the 
Feench Republic the affurance of 
his redittels to concur with them, 
in every thing which fhall depend 
on him, to bring the negotiation to 
ahappy iffue; and requefts of them, 
st the fame time, to accept the af- 
farances of his high confideration. 


(Signed) Maimespury. 
Life, duly 7, 1797. 
No. 15. (C.) 
A note from the French Pleni- 
otentiaries to Lord Malmefbury, 
ddted July. 9, acknowledging the 
reccipt of the foregoing paper, and 
ropofing a conference with his 
rdfhip on the fubject on the fol- 
lowing day. 


No. 16. (D.) 


Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to 
Lord Malmefbury, dated Lifle. 


THE Minifters Plenipotentiary 
ef the French Republic Jofe no 
timé in’ complying with the wifh 
expreiied to them by the Minifter 
Plenipotentiary of his Britannic 
Miajefty, by tran‘mitting to hima 
noté on the three points which were 
the fubje& of their conference of 
this day. 

J. They have pofitive orders to 
require ‘the renunciation of the 
title of the King of France, borne 
oy his Britannic Majefty. Lord 
Malmefbury is requefted to~ ob- 
ferve, that the queftion is not 
only of a renunciation of the rights 
which might be pretended to be 
derived from this title, but further 
and formally of the title itfelf. 
The eftablifhment of the French 
Republic and the acknowledgment 
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of this form of government by thé 
King of England, will not allow of 
his retaining a title which would 
imply the exiftence in France of an 
order of things which is at an end. 
Ii. The Minifters Plenipoten- 
tiary of the Republic are ordered to 
demand the reftitution of the vef- 
fels taken or deftroyed at Toulon. 
Great Britain has publicly and 
formally declared that thefe veffels 
were taken in truft for the King of 
France. This truft is facred. It 
inconteftibly belongs to the Repub- 
lic, which exercifes the rights and 
the fove-cignty that Great Britain 
attributed to Louis XVII. at the 
period of the capture of Toulon. 
His Britannic Majefty cannot, 
therefore, in acknowledging the 
French Republic, deny its right to 
the reftitution required, or refufe 
either to make the reftitution, or 
to offer an equivalent for it. ns 
IiI. The Minifters Plenipoten- 
tiary have orders to demand, and 
do demand, the renunciation, on 
the part of his Britannic Majefty, 
of the mortgage on Belgium.— 
That country was mortgaged for 
the loans made by the Emperor in 
England, It has becomé an inte- 
gral part of the French Republic, 
and cannot bé burthened with fuch 
a mortgage. i 
The Minifters Plenipotentiary of 
the French Republic requeft’ Lord 
Malmefbury to accept the affurance, 
of their high confideration. 
(Signed) 
Le Tournevur. 
PLEVILLE LE PELLEY, 
Hucvues B. Maret, 
Lifle, le 22 Meffidor, 5th year 
of the Republic, 
(July 10, 1797.) 
CoLcHEN, 
Sec. Gen. of the Legation. 
No. 
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(No. 17.) 
Extra® of a Difpatch from Lord Gren- 
ville to Lord Malmefbury, dated 
Downing-freet, July 13, 1797. ' 


WITH) refpect to the: demands 
contained in the note tran{mitted 
to your Lordfhip by the French mi- 
nifters, they have been naturally 
received here with great furprife. 
On the fubject of the Netherlands 
as connected with the Autftrian 
loans, it'is conceived that any ex- 
planation between his Majefty and 
the French government is wholly 
unnecefiary.. The loans raifed in 
England for the fervice of the Em- 
peror of Germany, and guaranteed 
by act of parliament here, reft, as 
your Lordfhip will perceive by 
the annexed copy of the conven- 
tion on that fubje&, upon the fecu- 
rity of all the revenues of all the 
hereditary dominions of his Impe- 
rial Majefty. They donot feem in 
any manner.to come under the de- 
{cription contained in the VIth ar- 
ticle of the preliminaries between 
Auftria and France, ‘refpectin 
mortgages upon the foil of the Ne- 
therlands;.on which ground alone 
France could have any pretence to 
interfere in the bufinefs. Nor is 
this fubje& one which appears to 
be in any manner a fit point of dif- 
cuffion between his Majetty and the 
Republic; the King neither forms, 
nor has any intention of forming 
any demand on the French go- 
vernment for the payment of any 
part either of the intereft or capital 
of thofe loans. It is to the Empe- 
ror alone that his Majefty looks for 
‘the performance of his Imperial 
‘Majetly’s engagements to him; and 
‘it is upon the Auftrian govern- 
ment, and upon its revenues, that 
_ individuals concerned in thofe loans 
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have claims of private right, and 
means of perfonal demand, fecured 
to them bythe convention. 

On. the other two points I have 
nothing to. add to the obfervations 
which your Lordfhip has already 
made upon them: and -we can 
therefore only wait with patience 
forthe anfwer to the /rojet delivered 
by your Lordfhip, which will en- 
able us to. form a judgment on the 
intentions of the government with 
whom weare treating. 


Right Hon. Lord Malmefoury: 


(No. 18.) 


Extradt of a Difpatch from Lord Malmcf= 
bury to Lord Grenville, dated Lift, 
16th July, LI97.. 


IT was at the exprefs itivitation 
of the French ' Plenipotentiaries 
that I met them on Thurfday the 
13th inftant; one of them ftated 
their motive for wifhing to confer 
with me, not to be in confequence 
of any ‘anfwer they .had received 
from Paris on the fubject of the 


§ proet, which, he obferved, could 


not be expected fo foon, but to re- 
fume the difcuffion on the article 
which he’ had objected to on my 
firft reading the frojet, and on which 
they conceived it was poflible and 
even expedient to argue beforé we 
entered on the more important 
branches of the negotiaiion. It 
was Article II. that he referred to. 
He objected to the renewal’of the 
treaties therein mentioned, from va- 
rious reafons: Firft; That many, 
and even moft of them, Were irrele- 
vant to that we were now negoti- 
ating ; Secondly, That they were 
in contradiction to the new order 
of things eftablifhed in France, as 
they feem to imply an acknow- 
ledgement that a portion of the re- 

N gal 
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1 authority is ftill exifting; Third- 
y, That they might be fuppofed to 
apply to conventions and ftipula- 
tions, in direct contradiction to 
their prefent form of government; 
and he quoted the convention of 
Pilnitz in particular. I was about 
to reply to him, and I truftin a way 
that would have done away his ap- 
prehenfions on .this point, when 
another of them interpofed, by fay- 
ing, That their fincere and only 
defire was that the treaty we were 
now entering upon might be fo 
framed as to fecure permanently 
the object for which it was intend- 
ed; that no article likely to pro- 
duce this end might be omitted, 
nor any doubtful one inferted; but 
that the whole, as well with regard 
to the paft as to the future, might 
be fo clearly and diftinétly expreff- 
ed, that no room for cavil might be 
left. This he affured me, in the 
name of his colleagues, was all that 
was meant by their objection to 
renew fo many treaties in which 
fuch various interefts were blended, 
and fo many points difcuffed foreign 
to the prefent moment. Their re- 
newing them ina lump, and with- 
out examining carefully to what we 
were pledged by them, might in- 
volve us in difficulties, much better 
to be avoided. I replied, that I 
admitted moit certainly all that he 
faid, and that it was with this view, 
and on this principle folely, that 
the renewal of thefe treaties was 
propofed by his Majefty; and that 
if he recollected (as he undoubtedly 
did) the different wars which were 
terminated by thefe treaties, and 
the many important regulations fti- 
pulated by them, he would admit 
that the allowing them to remain 
in their full force was fimply an 
acknowledgement of the tenure by 


which almoft all the fovereigns of 
Europe, and particularly the French 
Republic, held their dominions up 
to this day. That thefe treaties 
were become the law of nations, 
and that infinite confufion would re- 
fult from their not being renewed. 
He replied, that our object was 
evidently the fame; that we only 
differed as to the manner. Ithought 
the renewing thefe treaties in tote 
would the beft contribute to it; 
while they were inclined to think, 
that extracting from them every 
thing which immediately related to 
the interefts of the two countries, 
and ftating it in one article, was 
more likely to attain this defirable 
obje&. The French minifter a- , 
gain repeated, that their firft with 
was, that the treaty we were now 
making fhould be clear, diftinét, 
folid, and lafting, and fucha one as 
could not, at any future period, be 
broken through without a manifeft 
violation of good faith. And I a- 
gain repeated, that nothing could 
be fo confonant to my orders, or 
the intentions of my Royal Mafter. 
One of the French Plenipoten- 
tiaries was difpofed to dwell on his 
objections, which were, that thefe 
treaties were figned when France 
was a monarchy, and that any re- 
trofpeét to thofe times implied a 
fort of cenfure on their prefent 
form of government :—but this was 
arguing on fuch weak ground, and 
fo incapable of being ferioufly main- 
tained, that I, to avoid fuperfiuous - 
contradiétion, was very willing to 
let it pafs unnoticed. After a good 
deal of very conciliatory, and even 
amicable difcuffion, in which, how- 
ever, neither party gave much way 
to the other, it was propofed by 
them that we fhould return home, 
to meet again as foon as was con- 
venient, 
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venient, after an attentive and de- 
liberate perufal of thefe treaties, in 
order to ftate refpectively our ideas 
on this fubject. I obferved, that 
although I was perfectly prepared 
to do it at the moment, and felt al- 
moft bold enough to affirm, that no 
meafure could. be devifed which 
would fo completely meet: our in- 
tentions as an unreferved renewal 
of the treaties they hefitated about, 
yet I was very willing to acquiefce 
in their propofal, with this fimple 
-obfervation, that if any delay arofe 
from it, fuch delay was imputable 
to them and not to me. My words 
were, Je ne me rends fas refponfable 
es longueurs dans lefquelles cette difcuf- 
Sion pourrait mous entrainer. The 
French minifter’s anfwer was, Sz 
des longueurs fervent a determiner des 
objets qui fourraient donner lien a des 
querelles a l'avenir, ce fera du tems bien 
emp. It was not my with to con- 
teft this affertion, and our contfer- 
ence ended with it. 


(No. 19.) 
Extra® of a Difpatch from Lord 


Malmefoury to Lord Grenville, dated 
July 16, 1797. 
My Lord, 

Yefterday, at the moment I was 
preparing to attend the conference, 
in which we were to enter into 
fuller difcuffions on the. litigated 
fubjeé& of the renewal of the trea- 
ties mentioned in the fecond_arti- 
cle of the frojet, I received from 
the French Legation the inclofed 
paper (A). In about an hour I 
returned the inclofed anfwer (B), 
to which I received the inclofed re- 
ply (C); and I am this moment 
come from the conference which 


Lrg taken place in confequence 
of if. 
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I began. by faying, that I had fo- 
licited this interview from the fame 
motive which would actuate every 
part of my conducét; that I withed 
to make my reports not only cor- 
reét, but conciliatory, as far as de- 
pended on me; and I now was 
come, in order, if poffible, to ob- 
tain from them fuch comments and 
explanations on the note they fent 
to me yefterday, as would enable 
me, when I tranfmitted it to my 
court, to fecure the negotiation 
from being interrupted, perhaps a- 
bruptty terminated, by the perufal of 
it. IfI underftood it right, it meant, 
that the Direétory requires, as 
a fine qua non preliminary, that every 
thing the King has conquered from 
all and each of his enemies fhould 
be reftored, and that, till this ref- 
toration was confented to, the ne- 
gotiation was not even to begin. 
I faid, if I was correét in this ftate- 
ment, and the plain fenfe of the de+ 
claration would bear no other in- 
terpretation, I muft add, that it 
would not only moft certainly pre- 
vent the treaty from beginning, but 
would leave no room for treating 
at all, fince it deprived his Majefty 
of every means of negotiation ; for 
I could not fuppofe that it was in 
their thoughts to intimate that the 
principle of the treaty, as far as it 
related to his Majefty, was to be one 
of all ceflion, and no compenfa- 
tion; and yet that was precifely the 
pofition in which ‘his Majeity was 
placed by their note: 

One of the French Plenipoten-~ 
tiaries, who had let me proceed ra- 
ther reluétantly, here ftopt me, and. 
faid, that he and his colleagues were 
exceedingly happy that I had ex- 
prefied a wifh to fee them before I 
difpatched my meffenger; that they 
wifhed to affure me, that they had 

N2 thought 
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thought it dealing fairly and ho-. 
nourably to ftate what they had re- 
ceived from the Direétory in the 
very words in which it came to 
them: that they fhould be forry if 
the declaration they had been di- 
reéted to make me, fhould be of a 
nature to interrupt, much lefs to 
break off the negotiation; that it 
was the fincere wilh of the Direct- 
ory that the negotiation fhould 
proceed -and end fuccefsfully ; and 


that, far from flitting the door to’ 


further difcuffions,' they were per- 
feétly ready to hear any propofals 
we had to make, and’ only wifhed 
that thefe propofals fhould be, if 
offible,: fuch: as were compatible 
with their moft facred engagements. 
J repeated what I had faid, that no 
door was left’open if -his Majefty 
was in limine to-reftore every thing ; 
and that a peace omthefe conditions 
would not be heard of by the 
country. 1 obferved;’ that ‘imme+ 
diately on leaving them, TI fhould 
difpatcha meflenger; but-what that 
mefienger carried would ‘moft ma- 
terially affect the progrefs and iffie 
of the negotiation 5 I therefore de- 
fired. to know whether;*in confe- 
quence of what I had heard frorn 
them, I might confidet the ftvidt and 
literal meaning of :the declaration 
not to be adecided negative (which 
it certainly. feemed to imply) on all 
compenfation whatever to be made 
tohis Majefty, but that propofals 
tending to this;effec would ftill be 
liftened to. Qne sof them anfwer- 
ed, ‘Certainly; and if they fhould 
be found fuehas it will be impoffi- 
ble forus to admit, we will, on our 
fide, bring forward) others for your 
court to deliberate on.’”’ Under this 
affurance, which at leaft, to a cer- 
-tuin degree, qualifies the declaration 


‘tach itfelf from the *enga 
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of yefterday, I broke up the confe- 
rence. 


No. 20. (A.} 


Note from the French Plenifotentiaries to 
Lord Malnefbury. 


THE Minifters Plenipotentiary 
of the French Republic have tranf- 
mitted to their government the 
projet of the treaty, and the note 
relating thereto,’ which were deli- 
vered to them the 20th of the pre- 
fent month, by the Minifter Pleni- 
potentiary of his Britannic Ma- 
jefty. They have juft received 
frefh communications and orders, 
which require that they fhould 
make the following declaration to’ 
Lord Malmefbury. — There exifts 
in the public ‘and fecret treaties, 
by. which the French Republic is 
bound to its allies, Spain and the 
Batavian Republic, articles by which 
the three powers ‘refpectively gua- 


rantee the territories poffeffed by 
each of them before the war. The 


French government, ‘unable to de- 
gements 
which it has contracted by thefe 
treaties, eftablithes, @s @n:indifpen- 
fable preliminary of the negotiation 
for peace with England, the con- 
fent of ‘his Britannic’ Majefty to the 
reftitution” of all the’ poffeffions 
which he occupies,’ not only from 
the French Republic, “but ‘further 
and formally of thofe of Spain and 
the Batavian Republic.” In confe- 
quence, the underfigned Minif- 
iters Plenipotentiary: requeft Lord 
‘Malmetbury to explain himfelf with 


‘fegard ‘to ‘this reftitution, and’ te 


confent to it, if he is fufficiently 
authorized to do fo; if not, and in 
ithe contrary cafe, to fénd a mef- 
{enger to his court, in order to pro- 

I cure 


—— 


$B _ATTeB oPa At PEARGS: 


eure the neceflary powers. The 
object of the conference which was 
to have taken place to-day being 
neceflarily delayed by the purport 
of the above-mentioned declaration, 
the minifters plenipotentiary of the 
Republic have to exprefs to Lord 
Malmefbury the regret they feel in 
lofing this opportunity of converf- 
ing together, which they had them- 
felves folicited :——But in cafe Lord 
Malmefbury fhould have any com- 
munication to make to them, they 
beg him to believe that they will 
always be happy to receive him, 
and to liften to him whenever he 
may think it proper. They re- 
queft him, at the fame time, to ac- 
cept anew the affurances of their 
high confideration. 

(Signed) Le Tourneur. 

PLEVILLE LE PELLEY. 
Hucvues B. Maret. 
Lifle, 27 Meffidor, 5th year of the 
Refublic, (July 15, 1797.) 
CoLcHEN, ' 
Sec. Gen. of the Legation, 
No. 21. (B.) 

A fhort note from Lord Malmef- 
bury to the French Plenipotentia- 
ries, dated July 15, in anfwer to 
the foregoing, ftating that his in- 
ftruétions by no means authorife 
him to admit that which their de- 
claration feemed intended to efta- 
blith; and requefting a conference 
with them upon the fubject. 


No. 22: (C.) 

A note from the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries in reply to the above, of 
the fame date, appointing the fol- 
lowing morning for the propofed 
conference. 


(No. 23.) 
Copy of a Difpatch from Lord Grenville 
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to Lord Malmefbury, dated Downing- 
Srreet, July 20, V197. 


My Lord, 


Your Lordhhip’s difpatches by 
the meffenger Dreffins, were receiv- 
ed here on the 17th inftant, at 
night; and I loft no time in receiv- 
ing his Majefty’s commands on the 
very important fubjeét of your let- 
ter, No. 9. 

Iam much concerned to be un- 
der the neceffity of remarking, that 
the claim brought forward in the 
note tranfmitted to your Lordfhip 
by the French Plenipotentiaries, 1s 
in itfelf fo extravagant, and fo little 
to be reconciled either with the 
former profeflions of thofe minif- 
ters, or with their conduct in the 
previous ftages of the negotiation, 
that it affords the ftrongeft pre- 
fumption of a determination , to 
preclude all means of accommoda- 
tion. If fuch is really the determi- 
nation of the Directory, nothing 
can remain for this country but to 
perfevere in oppofing, with an e- 


nergy and fpirit. proportioned to 


the exigency, a fyftem which mutt ‘ 
tend to perpetuate a ftate of war 
and civil tumult in every part of 
Europe, r 
The natural ftep upon the pre- 
fent occafion would therefore have 
been to direét your Lordfhip to 
terminate at once a negotiation 
which, on the footing now propof- 
ed by the enemy, affords neither the 
hope northe means of any favoura- 
ble conclufion ; nothing being left 
for treaty where, as a preliminary, 
ftep, one party is required to con- 
cede every thing, and all compenfa- 
tion from the other is abfolutely and 
at once precluded. . His Majefty’s 
fervants have, however, obferved, 
{hatin the conclufion of your Lord- 
fhip’s conference with the French 
N 3 Plenipotentiaries 
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Plenipotentiaries on the fubject of 
the note in queftion, the prefident 
of that miffion informed your Lo: d- 
fhip, that it was not intended to 
reat all compenfation for the im- 
menfe extent of reftitution de- 
manded from his Majefty, and for 
the other obvious circumi{tances of 
difadvantaze to this country in the 
fituation of Europe, as refulting 
from the war; and even added, 
that he and his colleagues would 
eventually bring forward propofals 
6n this head for the deliberation 
of the King’s government. It ap- 
peared poflible that fome advantage 
might perhaps arife to the great 
object of peace, from grounding on 
this declaration a further proceed- 
ing, fuch as might afford to the 
Directory (if they are fo difpofed) 
the means of replacing the negoti- 
ation on a more practicable foot- 
ing. — With the view therefore of 
Jeaving nothing untried which can 
contribute to reitore peace on any 
fuitable terms, his Majefty has been 
pleafed to direét that your Lord- 
Ship fhould for that purpofe afk an- 
other conference wiih the French 
Plenipotentiaries. In this confe- 
rence your Lordfhip will remark 
in fuch ferms as the occafion muft 
naturally fuggeft to you‘upon the 
indefenfible {pirit and tendency of 
the demand now made by France. 
You will obferye that France, treat- 
jng in conjunction with her allies, 
and in their name, cannot, with 
any pretence of juftice and fairnefs, 
oppofe her treaties with* them as 
an obftacle in the way of any rea- 
fonable propofal of peace in which 
they are to be included. ‘In‘a fe- 
parate negotiation, to ‘which they 
were not parties, fuch a plea might 
erhaps have been urged ;* but in 


That cafe France would haye’been 


bound to offer, from her own 
means, that compenfation which 
fhe did not:think herfelf at liberty’ 
to engage to obtain from her allies. 
And fuch was, in fact, as your 
Lordfhip muft remember, the prin- 
ciple on which his Majefty offered 
to treat laft year, when he was real- 
ly bound by engagements to Auf- 
tria, fimilar to thofe which are now 
allesed by France. But it never 
can be allowed that France, Spain, 
and Holland, negotiating jointly 
for a peace with Great Britain, can 
fet up, as a bar to our juft demands, 
the treaties between themfelves, 
from which they are at once able 
to releafe each other whenever 
they think fit. : 

You will further remark, that 
even if, contrary to all reafon, fuch 
a principle could for a moment 
have been admitted on our part, 
fill even that principle, inadmiffi- 
ble as it is, could only apply to 
public treaties, known to thofe 
who agreed to be governed by 
them, and not to fecret articles, 
unknown even to the French Ple- 
nipotentiaries, or concealed by one 
of them from the knowledge of the 
others. 

You will add in explicit, though 
not offenfive terms, that the whole 
of this pretence now fet up by 
France is inconteftably frivolous 
and illufory ; being grounded on a 
fuppofition of a ftate of things di- 
reétly contrary to that which is 
known really to exift; it being 
perfetly notorious that both Spain 
and Holland, fo far from wifhing to 
continue the war, were compelled 
by France to engage in it, greatly 
againft their own wifhes; and to 
undertake, without the means of 
fupporting it, a conteft in which 
they had nothing to gain, and eve- 
Bh eae ry 
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ry thing to lofe. it never, there- 
fore, can be allowed to be a quef- 
tion of any pofiible doubt, but that 
the Dire¢tory, if they really wifh 
it, muft already have obtained, or 
could at any moment obtain, the 
confent of thofe powers to fuch 
terms of peace as have been propof- 
ed by his Majefty. If, however, 
France, from any motive of inte- 
reft or engagement, is in truth de- 
firous to procure for them the refti- 
tution of poffeffions which they 
were unable to defend, and have no 
means to reconquer, the project de- 
livered by your Lordfhip afforded 
an opening for this; thofe articles 
having been fo drawn as to leave it 
to France to provide a compenfa- 
tion to his Majefty, either out of 
her own colonies, or out of thofe 
of her allies, re{peétively conquer- 
ed by his Majefty’s arms. The 
choice between thefe alternatives 
may be left to the Directory ; but 
to refufe bothis, in other words, to 
refufe all compenfation. This is 
neverthelefs exprefily declared not 
to be the intention of thofe with 
whom you treat. It is therefore 
neceflary that your Lordfhip fhould 
demand from them a ftatement. of 
the propofals which, as they in- 
formed you, they have to make, in 
order to do away this apparent con- 
tradiction, which the King’s fer- 
vants are wholly unable to recon- 
cile by any duggeftion of theirs, 
even if it were fitting and reafona- 
ble for them to bring forward any 
new propofals, immediately after 
the detailed proje&t which was de- 
livered on the part of this country 
at the outfet of the negotiation. 
Since that project is not acceded 
to, we have evidently, and on every 
ground, a right to expecta counter 
project, equally fulland explicit, on 
the part of the enemy. You will 
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therefore {tate to the French minif- 
ters diftin@ly, that the only hope of 
bringing this bufinefs to a favoura- 
ble conclufion, is by their ftating at 
once plainly, and without referve, 
the whole of what they have to 
afk, inftead of bringing forward fe- 
parate points one after the other, 
not only contrary to the avowed 
principle of the negotiation pro~ 
pofed by themfelves, but, as it ap- 
pears, even contrary to the expec- 
tation of the minifters themfelves 
who are employed on the part of 
France. There can be no pretence 
for refufing a compliance with this 
demand, if the Plenipotentiaries of 
France are difpofed to forward the 
object of peace. And the obtain- 
ing fuch a ftatement from them is, 
as I have before ftated’ to your 
Lordfhip, a point of fo much im- 
portance, in any courfe which this 
negotiation may take, that it is the 
King’s pleafure that your Lordfhip - 
fhould ufe every poflible endeavour 
to prevent their eluding fo juft a 
demand. 

After what has paffed, it is, I fear, 
very doubtful whether fucha coun-’ 
ter project would be framed on 
principles fuch as could be admit- 
ted here; but it would at all events 
place the bufinefs on its real iffue, 
and bring diftinétly into queftion 
the feveral points on which the 
conciufion of peace, or the prolong- 
ation of war, will really depend. 

(Signed) GRENVILLE, 


Right Hon. Lord Malmefoury. 


(No. 24.) 

Copy of @ Difjiatch from Lord Grenville 
to Lord Malméefbury, dated Downing- 
frreet, July 20, 1797... 

My Lor d, fie 
THERE are two feparate points 
on which it is negeflary for me to 
N4 di fay 
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fay a few words to your Lordthip, 
in addition to the inftruétions in 
my other difpatch, on the general 
fubjeét of the negotiation. 

‘The firft relates to the affertion 
of one of the French minifters, 
that the Portuguefe fhips and troops 
were at Toulon. The fact is very 
immaterial as to any conclufion 
that could be drawn from it to af- 
fect the fituation or juft claims of 
the court of Lifbon;*becaufe your 
Lordihip well knows’ that it is a 
principle univerfally recognized in 
the public:law of Europe, that, 
when one of the parties, in a de- 
fenfive alliance, furnifhes to his al- 
ly the ftipulated: fuccours, thofe 
fuccours remain entirely at the dif- 
pofal of *ie requiring party, to be 
employed wherever he fhall judge 
proper, fubject only to the limita- 
tions of the treaty which before ex- 
ifted; and if the amount of thofe 
fuccours is not increafed beyond 
that engaged for, nor the means of 
ufing them extended by new faci- 
Yities, the party furnifhing the fti- 


ulate! affiftance is not underftood | 


to violate the laws of neutrality. 
But the fact, in this cafe, would 
not bear out the affertion, even if 
the argument to be drawn from it 
were more conclufive ; the troops 
of her Moft Faithful Majefty hav- 
ing been, as { apprehend, no other- 
wife employed than in the two cam- 
paigns carried on by land upon the 
fouthern part of the frontiers of 
France and Spain, we wwkl voi 
The other point relates to what 


the treaty of Pilnitz. . It. would 
certainly not require much argv- 
ment to prove that the renewal of 
feveral treatiesenumerated by name 


and date; and the lateft of which © 


was concluded in 1783, does not 


imply a renewal of another treaty, - 


fuppofed to be concluded in 1791. 
But what is more material to the 
prefent cafe is, that your Lordfhip 
fhould take this opportunity to ex- 
plain, in the moft diftiné and une- , 
quivocal terms, that if- any fecret 
treaty was in fa&t concluded at the © 
interview at Pilnitz, between the 
late Emperor and the King of Pruf- 
fia (which is, to fay the leaft, very 
doubtful in point of faét) this at 
leaft is certain, that his Majefty 
was no party to fuch treaty; and 
not only was not then included in 
it, but has riever fince adhered to it, 
nor even been apprifed of its con- 
tents. The public declaration 
which was made at that interview, 
fhews on the face of it that his Ma- 
jefty was no party to it; and it is, 
indeed, notorious that it applied to 
circumftances which were done a- 
way long before the war broke out 
between Anftria and France; and 
that the fubfequent negotiations for 
the maintenance of peace between 
thofe powers turned on points whol- 
ly diftinét from thofe fuppofed to 
have been referred to in the pre- 
tended treaty of Pilnitz. 

This explanation, however little 
conneéted with the prefent nego- 
tiation, feems to be called for by 
the allufion made to you upon the 
fubje&; and, indeed, on a point on 
which fo much mifreprefentation 
has prevailed, it is ufeful not to o-. 
mit the opportunity of ftating the 
facts as they_really are. Iam, &c. 

(Signed) GRENVILLE. 


‘Right Hon. Lord Malmefbury. 
was faid to your Lprdfhip about “ Beer si it pia 
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ret ON 


Extra& of a Difratch from Lord 


Malmefbury to Lord Grenville, dated 
Lifle, 25th July, L797. 
‘My Lord, 
Ihave ihe honour to acknow- 
ledge 


S. 2 ATIC OR A POE) RS: 
ledge your Lordfhip’s difpatches, , 


No. 19 and 20, of the 20th inftant, 
which were delivered to me on Sa- 
turday, the 22d inftant, by the mef- 
fenger Major. 

It was impoffible that the claim 
brought forward in the note inclof- 
ed in my No. 9, could have pro- 
duced on your Lordfhip’s mind any 
impreflion different from that which 
you deicribe; and I am happy to 
find that the conduct I obferved 
when it was firft delivered to me, 
was fuch as put it in my power to 
execute with great confiftency the 
{pirited inftruétions your Lordfhip 
now fends me. 

Immediately on the arrival of 
the meflenger, I propofed an inter- 
view with the French Plenipotenti- 
aries, and we met on Sunday the 
23d, at one P. M. 

Icould not obey his Majefty’s 
orders in a manner more likely to 
command attention, and to imprefs 
thofe who heard me with a juft 
fenfe of the mixture of firmnefs 
and moderation with which his 
Majefty was pleafed to conduét this 
important negotiation, than by em- 
ploying not only the fubftance, but, 
as far as was practicable in conver- 
fation, the very words of your 
Lordfhip’s difpatch, No. 19; and 
if I fhould attempt to relate mi- 
nutely what I myfelf faid in this 
conference, it would in fa& be lit- 
tle more than a repetition of them. 

I began by obferving, that I-was 
certain the French Plenipotentia- 
ries muft be fully prepared for what 
J now had it in command to fay ; 
J reminded them that I had taken 
upon me to affirm when we were 
laft aflembled, and immediately be- 

fore 1 difpatched my meflenger, 
that the xequiring fucha prelimina- 
ry as iuat propofed in the note, 
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was putting an end at once to all 
negotiation, and that I was fure 
peace on fuch terms would not be 
heard of; that the orders I was 
then about to communicate to them 
would prove that I had not made 
this affertion lightly, or in confe- 
quence of any hafty opinion of my 
own, at the fame time that it would 
alfo appear that my Royal Mafter 
was as anxioufly and as fincerely in- 
clined to liften to all reafonable 
and admiflible conditions as he 
was determined to repel and reject 
all fuch as were of an oppofite de- 
{cription. I then, my Lord, took 
up my arguments on the precife 
grounds fet forth in your Lordfhip’s 
No. 19. I neither omitted any 
thing, nor inferted any thing of my” 
own, which could at all alter its 
fpirit; and I only varied from the 
letter inafmuch as was neceflary to 
make it applicable to a conference. 
» My firft obje& was to ftate, in as 
forcible a way as poflible, the utter 
inadmiffibility of the pretenfion fet 
forth in the note, the frivolous and 
illufory reafons alleged for bring- 
ing it forward; and | obferved that, 
if it was perfevered in, it muft lead 
to this necefflary conclufion, that 
there did exift when it was framed, 
an intention on the part of the Di- 
rectory to break off the negotiation 
in the outfet. My fecond objeé& 
in point of reafoning, though a ve- 
ry primary one in point of import- 
ance, was either to prevent the 
negotiation breaking off at all, or 
if this was not to be prevented, to 
endeavour to be fo clear and expli- 
cit in my language, and to draw the 
line fo diftinétly between fuch fa- 
crifices as his Majefty might be in- 
clined to make in order to reftore 
fo great a blefiing as peace, and 
thofe to which the dignity of his 

crown 
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crown and intereft of his fubjeéts 
would never allow him to attend, 
as to make it impoffible that by 
any future cavil or fubterfuge the 
interruption of the treaty, if unfer- 
tunately it fhould be interrupted, 
could be imputed to any other 
caufe than the exorbitant demands 
of the French government; and 
the better to enfure this purpofe, I 
explained to them that his Majefty 
having already, in a detailed prayer, 
fiated freely and fully his condi- 
tions, and thefe conditions having 
been at once rejected by a {weep- 
ing claim on the part of the French 
government, it was not fitting or 
reafonable, neither could it be ex- 
etn that any new propofals 

nould: originate with his Majefty : 
and that on every ground the King 
had a right to expect a contre-projet 
from them, ftating at once, plainly 
and without referve, the whole of 
what they had to afk, inftead of 
bringing forward feparate points, 
one after another, dire¢tly contrary 
to the principle on which we had 
agreed to begin the negotiation, 

id which, from their being infu- 
lated, could only tend to protraét 
and impede its progrefs. 

On the firft point, on the inad- 
miffibility of the preliminary con- 
ditions as propofed by the French 
government, one of the French 
Plenipotentiaries faid, it was im- 
poffible for them to do more than 
to take it for reference, that the in- 
fiructions they had received when 
the Directory fent them the note 
were precife and pofitive, and that 
they had received none fince. He 
therefore had on that point fimply 
to requeft of me, that I would ftate 
in writing the feveral grounds on 
which his Majefty rejected this pro- 
pofition, in order that the report 
tranfmitted by them to the Direc- 
, 2 


tory might be correct; and he af- 
fured ine, that if I did nat think it 
proper to put in writing all the ar- 
guments I had ufed to them in the 
conierence, they would have no 
{cruple of employing thofe I omit- 
ted in fuch a way as was the beft 
calculated to give them weight, 
and (to ufe the French minifter’s 
own expreflion) to place the ne- 
gotiation once more on its legs. 

In regard to the fecond point, 
he had no hefitation in agreeing 
with me, that the beftmethod, and 
indeed the only one which could 
accelerate the whole of the bufi- 
nefs, was for them to give ina con: 
eee neither did he attempt to 
difprove our perfect right to expeé& 
one from them before we made 
any new propofals. But he faid 
that it was not neceflary for him to 
obferve, that as long as they were 
bound by their inftruétions not to 
give way on the propofition I had 
now fo decidedly rejected, that it 
was impoflible for them to move a 
ftep without new orders fromthe 
Direétory ; that they would afk for 
thefe orders immediately, and lofe 
no time in acqvainting me when 
they were received. 

I obferved, that in our laft confe- 
rence he had intimated to me they 
were empowered to come to fome 
explanation on the fubjeét of com- 
penfation to be made to his Majefty 
for the great ceffions he was difpofed 
to make; that, at the fame time, I 
conceived thefe explanations were 
of a nature to quality the wide claim 
{tated in the note; and that if I 
had abftained from prefimg him 
further at the moment, it was from 
perceiving a reludtance on their 
part to bring them forward :—that, 
however, if they really had fuch 
propofals to make me, and if they 
were of a nature'to meet in fub- 

ftance » 
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ftance and effeét the bafis laid down 
in the project I had given, I fhould 
be well difpofed to liften to them. 

One of the French minifters, af- 
ter fome hefitation and a fort of fi- 
lent reference to one of his col- 
leagues, faid he thought, as matiers 
now ftood, it would be much bet- 
ter to wait their anfwer from Pa- 
ris:—T hat it was a very important 
period, a crifis in the negotiation, 
the refuli of which probably would 
be conclufive as to its fate, and that 
it feemed to be of more confe- 
quence to make this refult as con- 

ormabie to what he hoped I was 
convinced were as much their wifh- 
es as mine, than to wafte our time 
in difcuffions which were ufelefs, 
nit to fay more, till this was afcer- 
tained. 

I confined myfelf in my reply to 
faying, I had no objection whatever 
to giving to the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries a paper, ftating the ftrong 
motives on which his Majefty re- 
jected the propofition made in their 
note of the 15th; and that asJ, on 
my part, had confidered it a duty 
to make my reports as conciliatory 
as was confiftent with truth and 
correctnefs, fo I heard with great 
pleafure the affurances he gave me 
of their intending to obferve the 
fame line of condué. 

That as we feemed perfectly a- 
greed as to the propriety of their 
producing a contre-projet, 1 had no- 
thing to fay on that point, except 
to exprefs my moft fincere with 
that it would foon appear, and 
when it did appear, be fuch a one 
as would lead to a fpeedy and {a- 
tisfactory conclufion of the nego- 
Giation. 


Right Hon. Lord Grenville, 
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(No. 26.) 
Nate from Lord Malmefbury to the French 
Plenipotentiaries. 


THE Minifter Plenipotentiary of 
his Britannic Majefty has tran{mit- 
ted io his court the note which was 
delivered to him the 5th of this 
month, by the Minifters Plenipo- 
tentiary of the French Republic: 
and having received the orders of 
the King his mafter on this fubject, 
he haftens to rejeat to them, in 
writing, conformably to the defire 
which they have expreffed to him, 
the following reflections, which he 
had already {tated to them verbally, 
in confequence of his moft pofitive 
infiructions. 

He obferves, in the firft place, 
that to require “ as an indifpenfa- 
ble preliminary of negotiation for 
peace with England, the confent of 
his Britannic Majefty to the formal 
reftitution of all the poffeffions 
which he occupies, as well thofe 
of the French Republic as further 
and formally thofe of Spain and 
the Batavian Republic,” is to with 
to eftablifh a previous condition, 
whien excludes all reciprocity, re- 
fufes to the King all compenfation, 
and leaves no object of ulterior ne- 
gotiation. 

That the French Republic, for- 
mally authorifed by its allies to ne~ 
gotiate the articles of peace in their 
name, cannot fairly fet up its par- 
tial treaties with them, in oppofi- 
tion to reafonable propofals of 
peace, fince it is univerfally under- 
ftood that the contracting parties 
always preferve the power to mo- 
dify, by mutual confent, the condi- 
tions by which they may be engag- 
ed to cach other, whenever their 
common interefls may require it: 

—confe- 
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/— confequently, thé, propofition 
made tothe King of a general and 


gratuitous reftitution as an indif-" 


penfable preliminary, would necei- 
farily impute to his Catholic Ma- 
jefty, and to the Batavian Republic, 
difpofitions farlefs pacific than thofe 
which animate the French Repub- 
lic. 

That, moreover, in confequence 
of what paffed in the firft confe- 
rences, Lord Malmefbury has al- 
ways thought himfelf entitled to 
expect that the King his mafter 
would find a compenfation for the 
facrifices he was ready to make for 
peace, by retaining a part of his 
. conguefts; and he was the lefs able 
to forefee any obftacle, on account 
of the fecret articles of the treaties 
which bind the French Republic, as 
the principle of compenfation was 
acknowledged by a formal and po- 
fitive declaration, made in the name 
of the Executive Directory, and 
communicated in an official note, 
dated the 27th of November, 1796; 
a declaration poiterior to the com- 
pletion of ihofe treaties, 

_It was, therefore, in order to re- 
move, as much as pofiible, every 
difficulty that, in the project of a 
treaty, which Lord Malmetbury has 
delivered to the miniiters. Plenipo- 
tentiary of the French Republic, the 


alternative was left to France to- 


fettle this compenfatien on its own 


poflefions, or on thofe of its allies ; 


but the abfolute refufal of this al- 

ternative appears to do away the 

only pofiible means of conciliating 

every intereft, and of arriving at an 

honourable, juft, and permanent 
e€ace. 


Lord Malmefbury, perfuaded that’ 


fuch canjci be the intention of the 


French government, Aoepes that,, 


in; conféquence of the reafons 


herein ftated, a condition will not. 
be infifted upon, to which his Bri- 
tannic Majefty can by no means 
confent. 

He again requefts the Minifters 
Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
public to accept the affurances of 
his high confideration. 

(Signed) Maxmessury. 

Lifte, 24th July, 1797. 


(No. 27.) 


Extra of a Difpatch from Lord 
Malmefoury 10 Lord Grenville, dated 
Lifle, Sunday, Auguft 6th, 1797. 


My Lord, 

I fully expected, when I receiv- 
ed the inclofed note on Friday, 
that the ¢onference propofed was 
to acquaint me with the inftruc- 
tions the French Plenipotentiaries 
had received from the Direétory, 
on the note I had given in near a 
fortnight ago, as an anfwer.to that 
in which the reftitution of the 
whole of his Majefty’s conquefts 
from each of his enemies is requir+ 
ed as an indifpenfable preliminary 
to all negotiation. I was therefore 
furprifed and difappointed when I, 
had taken my place at the confe- 
rence, to hear from the.French 
Plenipotentiaries that the letters 
they had received that morning. 
from Paris did not bring any {peci- 
fic reply to my laft note, but only _ 
went to inform them that the Di- 
rectory had taken the fubject irito 
their moft ferious confideration, 
and would acquaint them as foon as 
pofible with the refult. ’ 

1 could not avoid exprefling my 
concern and furprife that there ex- 
ifted any hefitation whatever in the; 
mind of the Directory on a point 
which, although a very important, 
was certainly a very fimple one :— 


That 
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That fo allow it to remain in doubt 
whether his Majefty was to have 
any compenfation or not, was in o- 
ther words to leave it in doubt whe- 
ther the Directory fincerely meant 
eace or not:—And that, although 
was very far from wifhing for any 
improper hafte, or not to move in 
a matter of fuch magnitude with be- 
eoming prudence and deliberation, 
yet I could not forbear lamenting 
that more than a month had now e- 
Japfed without our having advanced 
a fingle ftep, notwithftanding his 
Majeity had, in the very outfet of 
the negotiation, manifefted a mo- 
deration and forbearance unprece- 
dented under fimilar circumftances : 
That anxious as I was not to pre- 
judice it by any reprefentations of 
mine, I muft fay, this delay placed 
me in a very aukward pofition, as I 
really did not perceive how I could 
account for it in a way at all fatis- 
factory, at the fame time that it was 
quite impofflible for me to fuffer a 
longer {pace of time to pafs over 
without writing to my court. 
- ‘One of the French Plenipotenti- 
aries expreffed his earneft with that 
I would write immediately ; he was 
eonfident this delay would be feen 
in its true light; and added, * Si 
nous mn avancons pas a fas de Géant, 7’ ef~ 
Jere que nous marchins dun pas fur? — 
And another of them repeated this 
hrafe. 1 expreffed my fincere 
ope this might be the cafe, but it 
-would have been much better prov- 
ed by the communication of the 
counter-projeét they had in a man- 
ner pledged themfelves to procure, 
than by any vague and indetermi- 
nate affuranees of what might pof- 
fibly be the refult of the prefent 
fufpenfion of all bufinefs. They 
eblerved to me, that the counter- 
project would of courfe be (virtu- 
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‘ally) contained in their next in- 


fiructions; and that their only mo- 
tive for wifhing to fee me, was to 
convince me that this delay had 
neither originated with them, nor 
been occafioned at Paris by any 
want of attention to this important 
bufinefs, or from any caufe not im- 
mediately and clofely connected 
with it. I defired to know from 
them when they thought it proba- 
ble they fhould receive pofitive and 
explicit inftructions; whether in 
three, four, or five days? — They 
faid, it would be probably eight or 
ten; and one of them obferved, that 
as our not meeting more frequently 
gave rife to many idle rumours and 
falfe reports, he would propofe to 
me, if I had no objection, to mect 
every other day at two o’clock :— 
That it was very poffible that in 


‘our next two or three meetings we 


might have nothing material to fay, 
but that we fhould get better ac- 
quainted with each other, and in 
our converfations mutually fuggeft 
ideas which might be of ufe. 1 
readily confented to this. I hada 
conference again this morning. As 
I was very defirous of being enabled 
to tranfmit to your Lordfhip fome 
more fatisfactory account as to the 
motives of this delay, I again preff- 
ed the French Plenipotentiaries on 
this point. They each of them re- 
peated what they had faid before ; 
and on my endeavouring to make 
them feel how impoffible it was that 
his Majefty fhould not be hurtat this 
demur on fo very fimple a point, 
one of them. faid, you ought to au- 
gur favourably from it; your note 
wasa refufal to agree to what was 
ftated by the Directory in their in- 
ftructions to us a fine qua non: If the 
Directory were determined to per- 
fitt in this jine qua non, they would 

have 


t 
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have faid fo at once (‘Je vous affure 
iv? il nous auroit fromptement renvoyé Je 
courier,”? were his words): The time 
they take to deliberate indicates 
‘beyond a doubt that they are look- 
ing for fome temperament; and it 
f{carce can be doubted that one will 
be found.—I faid I was well pleafed 
to hear him fay this; but that ftill 
he muft be aware that it would not 
be an eafy tafk for me to make my 
difpatches to-day either interefting 
or fatisfaétory. Another of the 
French Minifters faid, that he re- 
ally believed that this would be the 
only great impediment we fhould 
have to encounter, that every thing 
would go on quickly and fmoothly, 
and that I muft admit the prefent 
to be a very important and difficult 
point in the negotiation. I agreed 
‘with him entirely as to its import- 
ance, but could not, acquiefce as to 
its difficulty. | 

Iam very forry, my Lord, that 
in fuch a moment, and after wait- 
ing fo long, I fhould not be able to 
fend you more explicit and decifive 
affurances; but itis not in my pow- 
er to compel the French negotia- 
tors to move on fafter. All I can 
do is by my conduét and language 
to take care that no part whatever 
of the imputation of delay fhould 
attach to me. I have, at every con- 
ference I have held, always de- 


clared my readinefs to proceed; and * 


J fhall not fail to repeat, this every 
time we meet. 


Right Hen. Lord Grenville, Sc. 
(No. 28.) 


Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to 
Lord Malmefbury. 


THE Minifters Plenipotentiary 
of the French Republic will be 
happy to have an opportunity, of 


converfing for a few minutes with 
Lord Malmefbury ; and they have 
in confequence the honour of pro~ 

fing to him to meet them at two 
o’clock to-day, or at any other hour 
which may be more convenient to 
him, and which he will have the 
goodnefs to appoint. 

They renew, with pleafure, to 
Lord Malme‘bury the affurances of 
their high confideration. 

(Signed) Le Tourneur. 

Hucues B, Maret. 

Lifle, 17 Thermidar, 
5th year of the Republic, 

(Auguft 4, 1797.) 

CoLcHEN, 
Sec. Gen. of the Legation 
of the Republic. 
(Aug. 4, 1797.) 


(No. 29.) 

Extrad of a Difpatch from Lord Malmef- 
bury to Lord Grenville, dated Lifit, 
Auguft 14th, 1797. 

My Lord, 
IN confequence of the refolution 


we had come to, to meet on the 
days of the arrival of the poft from 


Paris, our conferences for this laft | 


week have taken. place regularly 
every other morning, except on 
Thurfday the 10th, of Auguft, 
which being the anniverfary of one 
of their national feftivals, the French 
legation could not attend. 

T have in mine, No. 17, given 
your Lordfhip an account of every 
thing which paffed in thefe con- 
ferences, up to that of the 6th. On 
the 8th nothing was faid at all 
worth, tranfmitting, ‘except an in- 
timation flung out by one of the 
French Plenipotentiaries, that it 
would be neceffary to take into 
confideration the rights of nentral 

nations 


Ee ee rhe; 


S UATE. ED BA Pie, RS: 


oat on this occafion. But as 
e {poke very vaguely, and in gene- 
ral aed I did ot choofe ee 
him for an explanation, as I con- 
fider it more judicious to avoid dif- 
cuffions on feparate and collateral 
points, and not to enter into nego- 
tiation till the whole can be brought 
under deliberation at once. 

What paffed on the 12th was ra- 
ther more interefting. The return 
of Mr. Wefley afforded me a very 
natural opportunity of expreffing 
the impatience with which an an- 
{wer to my laft note was expected 
by my court ; that three weeks had 
now elapfed fince its tranfmiffion, 
and that although I by no means 
wifhed to infinuate that due atten- 
tion had not been paid to fo very 
important a fubject as that on which 
we were treating, yet I could not 
‘but greatly lament, that day after 
day fhould be allowed to pafs away 
without our proceeding at all in the 
great bufinefs for which we were 
met. One of the French minifters 
faid, that it was impoffible I could 
lament this delay more than they 
did; that they had already declared 
to me that it was occafioned by a 
with not to create but remove dif- 
ficulties; and they could affure me 
pofitively, that the French govern- 
ment had no other object in view, 
and that I fhould find, when once 
we began fairly to negotiate, we 
fhould proceed very rapidly. 

I replied it was indeed very ma- 
terial to make good the time we 
had loft. The French minifter 
anfwered, you would not call it 
time loft if you knew how it was 
employed. On my expreffing, by 
my manner, a with to be informed, 
he went on, by faying, we will not 
{eruple to tell you, though we feel 
we ought not yet to do it officially, 
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that we are confulting with our al- 
lies; that we have communicated 
to them all that has paffed here; we 
have ftated, that unlefs they mean 
to continue the war, they mut re- 
leafe us from our engagements, and 
enable us, to a certain degree, to 
meet your propofais. 

The conference of to-day is this 
moment over. One of the French 
Plenipotentiaries informed me, that 
he had received this morning a let- 
ter from the Prefident of the Di- 
rectory, affuring him, that, in four 
or five days they would receive 
their final inftruétions ; and he add- 
ed of himfelf, that he trufted thefe 
would be fuch as would enable us 
to continue our work without any 
further interruption. I faid, I 
hoped thefe inftru@ions would be 
in fubftance a counter project, as I 
did not fee how any thing thort of 
one could enable us to proceed fo 
rapidly as he defcribed. He agreed 
with me entirely, and affured me, 
that both he and his colleagues had 
repeatedly ftated the neceility of a 
counter project being fent them; 
and he obferved, that he really 
thought the French government 
might have forefeen every thing 
which had paffed, and been pre- 
pared with one; and that this would 
have faved a great deal of valuable 
time. As I could not myfelf have 
faid more, I readily gave a full af- 
fent to what I heard. 


(No. 30.) 
Extrad of a Dijjatch from Lord Gren- 
ville to Lord Malmefoury, daicd 
Downing-fireet, Auguft 19, 1797. 


AN expreffion mentioned in one 
of your Lordfhip’s laft difpatches to 
have fallen from one of the French 
Plenipotentiaries, leads to ‘the pre- 

fumption 
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fumption, that it is intended, on 
the part of France to brin g forward 
fome propofal about the navigation 
of neutral powers in time of war. 
Your Lordfhip will beft judge of 
the proper opportunity of expreff- 
ing his Majetty’s decided and un- 
altcrable refolution on this point, 
not to admit of any propofal for 
treating with his enemies on the 
fubjeét of the rights or claims of 
neutral powers. 

The only other remark with 
which I have to trouble your Lord- 
fhip by this meflenger, relates to 
~an expreffion in the late meflage of 
the Directory to the Council of 
Five Hundred, which, if literally 
taken, conveys an accufationagainft 
his Majefty’s government, that 
fome delay has arifen on the part 
of this country in the negotiations 
at Lifle. This is fo avowedly con- 
trary to the fact, that it maft be 
confidered as impoffible that fuch a 
charge could be intended to be 
made by a government which had 
at that moment delayed for three 
weeks making any anfwer to his 
Majefty’s difting and liberal pro- 
pofals of peace, and whofe Plenipo- 
tentiaries were daily apologizing to 
your Lordfhip for this unbecoming, 
and, as they almoft confefs, unac- 
eountable delay; but as the point is 
too-important to be left unnoticed, 
it is the King’s pleafure that your 
Lordfhip fhould prefent a note re- 
marking upon the fenfe to which 
thefe words are liable, exprefling 
your perfuafion that fuch cannot be 
the intention with which they were 
ufed, but afking on the part of your 
court an explanation to that effed, 
which cannot be refufed without a 
violation of every thing which truth 
and juflice require on fuch an oc- 
eaficn. 


é 


(Not Sid)! 0/9 Heine 


Extrad from the Meffage of the Frenck 
Direétory to the Council of Five Hund- 
red, Aug.9, 1797. 


IN fhort, this caufe is in the fame 
defpondency in which all good ci- 
tizens, and particularly the defend- 
ers of the country are, at feeing 
deferred, at the very moment when 
its conclufion was thought to be 
near at hand; and after having 
bought it with fo much blood and 
fo much fuffering —a_ definitive 
peace, which the heads of the-van- 
quifhed coalition at length folicited 
in good earneft, when its conclufion 
was expected, and whicha govern- 
ment friendly to humanity were 
ftill more earneft to conclude: 
When, all ona fudden, buoyed up 
with new hopes, reckoning upon a 
general diffolution of the govern- 
ment by the failing of its finances, 
upon its deftruction, upon the death 
or banifhment of its braveft gene- 
rals, and upon the difperfion and 
lofs of its armies, thefe very fame 
coalefced, powers have thrown as 
much delay into the negotiations 
as they had fhewn anxisty to bring 
them to an end. 


(No. 32.) 


Copy of a Difpatch from Lord Malmef- 


bury to Lord Grenville, dated Lifle, 
~ Auguft 22, 1797. 


My Lord, a 
IN my conference of this morn- 
ing I took an opportunity of re- 
marking to the French Plenipoten- 
tiaries on the very unfair and extra- 
ordinary affertion which had ap- 
peared in the meflage of the 9th 
inftant, from the Direétory to the 
Council of Five Hundred; viz. que 
hes puiffances coalifecs ong mis eutant de 
lenteus 
> 


STATE E> Pi A PvE RS: 


Fenteur dans les negotiations, qu’elles a- 
voient montré de Vardeur pour les termi- 
ner. Lobferved to them, that I had 
orders from my court to afk a pre- 
cife explanation, whether this accu- 
fation of delay was meant to apply 
to the manner in which his Ma- 
jefty had conducted the negotiation 
at Lifle; and if it was fomeant, to 
declare that no accufation was ever 
more deftitute of foundation, nor a 
wider deviation from the real fact. 
I faid I was perfectly ready to abide 
by their determination on_ this 
point, convinced that it was impof- 
fible for them not to acknowledge 
that the delay (if there had been 
any blameable delay) refted with 


the French government, and not 


_ with his Majefty. The French 
Plenipotentiaries admitted this to 
be moft ftriétly true ; that the phrafe 
I had quoted was an ill-judged one 
and mal redigée; but that it could 
not in any point of view whatever 
be conftrued as applying to Eng- 
land; and they were ready to fay, 
that when it was written, the Di- 
rectory alluded folely to the court 
of Vienna; that they could affiire 
me they had been very faithful,in 
their reports, and that when they 
had faid this, it was faying in other 
words that I had carried on the ne- 
gotiation with as much expedition 
as poffible ; and that if it had pro- 
ceeded flowly for this laft month, 
the flownefs arofe on their fide, 
and not on mine. 

I faid, I could not for an inftant 
call in queftion their feclings on 
this point; it was the infinuation 
‘-conveyed in the meflage, and which 

had gone over Europe, that was 
“neceflary for me to clear up, and 
‘to know whether the Directory 
thought and felt as they did.. One 
of the French minifters, with very 
Vor. XXXIX. 
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ftrong expreffions affured me the 
Directory certainly did think and 
feel like them; that no unfair or 
infidious allufion was meant, and 
added, que ce meffage etoit pour ftimuler 
les confeils. I.went on, by obferving 
it was very effential for me to have 
this fully explained, and that I 
fhould give them ina note to this 
effe&t; they requefted.1 would not, 
as it would lead to difagreeable dif-. 
cuffions, and would not an{wer the 
end I propofed. They would take 
upon themfelves now to aflure me, 
in the name of the Directory, that 
nothing at all fimilar to the con- 
ftruction I put on the phrafe was 
intended; and that as foon as: they 
could receive an anfwer to the re- 
port they fhould make of to-day’s 
converfation, they would fay the 
fame from the Diretory itfelf. 
Thope, my Lord, I have, theré- 
fore, by obtaining this very precife 
and formal difavowal of an inten- 
tion to fix any imputation of delay 
on his Majefty’s government, ful- 
filled the object of my inftruétions 
on this particular point. If when 
the French Plenipotentiaries {peak 
from the Direétory, the difavowal 
fhould not be equally fatisfa¢tory 
and complete, I then will not fail, 
according to your Lordfhip’s order, 
to givein a note. . 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) MaLMesspury. 
Right Honourable Lord Grenville. 


(No. 33.): 
Extra& of a Difpatchfrom Lord Malme/- 
bury to Lord Grenville, dated Lifle, 
Aig. 22, V79T. 


THE four conferences I have 
held with the French Plenipoten- 
tiaries fince I laft wrote to your 

oO Lord- 
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Lordfhip on the 14th infant, will 
not, I fear, furnith very inierefting 
materials for a difpatch. . Our con- 
ference of this morning was prin- 
cipally employed in what T have re- 
lated in my other difpatch; but 
the French Plenipotentiaries af- 
fured me, that by Thurfday, or, at 
the lateft by Saturday, they expect- 
ed to receive their long-expected 
meflenger. 


(No. 34.) 


Pxiva4of a Difpatch from Lord Malmef- 
bury to Lord Grenville, dated Lifle, 
dug. 29, 1797. — 


Tam extremely forry to be forced 
to announce to your Lordfhip, that 
eth delays occur in the progrefs 
of the negotiation. 

The French Plenipotentiariesin- 
formed me at our conference yef- 
terday, that the Jaft anfwer from 
Holland was fo unfatisfactory, that 
the Directory had ordered the Mi- 
nifter for Foreign Affairs to return 
itto the Dutch Minifters at Paris; 
that the Dutch Minifters could not 
take upon themfelves to alter it in 
the way the Directory propofed, 
but had been obliged to refer to 
their'government for new orders ; 
and that therefore, fuppofing no 
time to be loft in deliberation on 
this fubjeét at the Hague, it would 
be at leaft a week from to-day be- 
fore any farther account could be 
received here. After lamenting 
this unexpected procraftination of 
our bufinefs, I expreffed a wifh to 
kuow what’ the Dutch anfwer, had 
been, what objections the Directory 
had made to it, and the alteration 
they were defirous it fhould under- 
¢o. One of the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries faid it had not been com- 
‘Mmuni¢ated to them, but that he un- 
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derftood it was complexe, lonche, 
feu fatisfarfante:—That the Directory 
expected it fhould be clear arid dif- 
tinét, and fuch an one as would en- 
able them to fend fuch inftimctions 
here as would allow us to go om 
with the negotiation in a way to re- 
cover the time we had loit. 


(No. 35.) 

EXTRACT of a difpatch from 
Lord Malmefbury to Lord Gren- 
ville, dated Sept. 5, announcing 
that the Directory had declared, 
that in their meflage of 19th Auguft 
to the Councils, they meant no 
reflection upon the Britifh govern- 
ment. 


(No. 36.) 


Extraét of a Difpatchfrom Lord Malmef~ 
bury to Lord Grenville, dated at. 
Lifle, 9th Sept. 1797. 


Ineed not fay that the two con- 
ferences which have been held fince 
I difpatched the meffenger Brooks, 
were not likely, under the prefent 
circumftances of this country, to 
afford any thing extremely impor- 
tant or interefting. In that of, 
Thurfday the 7th, one of the French 
Plenipotentiaries began, on my en- 
tering the room, by announcing a 
wifh that the great event: which had 
taken place at Paris, fhould not in- 
terrupt for a long time our negotia- 
tion, or deftroy the pleafing prof- 
pect we had of its foon terminating 
fuccefsfully; and from his manner 
I clearly faw he meant to convey 
the idea that it was his opinion it 
would not. I endeavoured to dif- 
cover whether he fpoke in confe- 
quence of any private intelligence 
he had received from Paris, or 
fimply from his own private judge- 
ment; andI found it was entirely 

from, 
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from the latter: In our-conference 
of this morning he faid they were 
{till without any letters from M. 
Talleyrand (which rather furprifed 
him) but he could affure, me,: with 
certainty,’ that by Monday ‘they 
fhould, be. empowered to go on 
with the negotiation, and that I 
might fafely fay fo to my court. 


(No. 37.) 

Extract ‘of a letter from Lord 
Grenville to Lord Malmefbury, 
dated Sept. 11th, expreflivej of his 
conviction that a fash days muft 
fhew what were the views of the 
predominant party at Paris refpect- 
ing the queftion of peace. 


(No. 38.) 


This was a difpatch from Lord 
Malmefbury to Lord Grenville, 
dated September 11th, informing 
him that the whole French legation 
had been recalled, and that Meff. 
Treilhard and Bonnier d’ Alco had 
been appointed in their room, 


(No. 39.) 


A note from the French Pleni- 
potentiaries to Lord Malmehbury, 
dated September 11th, announcing 
the foregoing circumflance, and 
affuring his Lordfhip, that the 
whange of the negotiators did not 
earry with it any change in the dif- 
pofition of the Directory with re- 
gard to the negotiation. 


(No. 40.) + 


A note from Lord Malmefbury 
to the French Plenipotentiaries, 
dated September 12, acknowledg- 
ing the receipt of the above com- 
munication. 


BIE 


(No. 41.) 


Extra& of a difpatch from Lord 
Malmefbury to Lord Grenville, 
dated Lifle, September 17, ftating 
the arrival ‘of Treilhard and» Bon- 
nier, with their Secretary General 
Derche, and two private fecretaries, 
their introdu@ion to him! by the 
former Con:miffioners, and the re- 
turn of the vifit by his Lordfhip.— 
Le Tourneur, on this occafion, ex- 
prefied, in the name of his col- 
leagues, their great fatisfaction at 
the opennefs and candour which 
Lord Malmefbury had difplayed 
during the whole of the negotia~ 
tion, and their regret at being o4 
bliged to take their leave of hie 
Lordfhip. Lord Malmefbury took — 
an opportunity of returning the 
compliment. 


(No. 42.) 
Copy of a Diffatch from Lord Malmef= 
bury to Lord Grenville, dated Lifle, 
17th September 1797. 


My Lord, 


I thall endeavour in this difpatch 
to give your Lordfhip as circum- 
ftantial an account as‘my memory 
will allow meto do, of what has 
paffed in the two conferences I 
have held with the new French 
Plenipotentiaries. 

In that of Friday the 14th, after 
communicating to me the arée of 
the Directory appointing them te 
fucceed Mefhieurs l.e Tourneur and 
Maret, and empowering them ‘to 
continue the negotiation with me, 
one of them began by making the 
ftrongeft affurances of the fincere 
defire entertained by the Direétory 
for peace. He obferved, that if 
this defire had manifefted itfelf fo 

Og ftrongly 
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ftrongly at a moment when the two 
great authorities of thecountry were 
at variance, it muft naturally be- 
come ftronger and be exerted with 
more effeé& when all fpirit of divi- 
fion was fuppreffed, and when the 
government was ftrengthened by 
the perfect concord which now 
reigns between all its branches: 
That the firft and moft material 
point to be afcertained in every 
negotiation was the extent of the 


full powers with which the negoti- - 


ators are vefted: that I fhould find 
theirs to be very ample; and that, 
as it was neceflary to the fuccefs of 
eur difcuffions that mine fhould be 
equally fo, they had it in command 
to prefent a note, the object of 
which was to enquire, whether I 
was authorifed to treat on the prin- 
ciple of a general reftitution of ev- 
ery poffeflion remaining in his Ma- 
jefty’s hands, not only belonging to 
them, but to their allies; that I was 
not unacquainted with their laws 
and with their treaties; that a great 
country could not on any occa- 
fion act*in contradiétion to them; 
and that, aware as I muft be of this, 
I could not but expeét the queftion 
contained in the note, neither could 
T confider the requifition of an ex- 
plicit anfwer previous to entering 
upon the negotiation, as arifing from 
any other motive than that of the 
moft perfe& with, on the part of 
the Direétory, to bring it to a fuc- 
cefsful, and, above all, to a fpeedy 
conclufion.—I replied, that if after 
what I heard I could allow myfelf 
to hope for fuch an event as he 
feemed to think probable, or give 
any credit to the pacific difpofitions 
he announced on the part of the 
French government, fuch hope 
muft arife folely from the confi- 
dence I might place in his affur- 


ances; fince the meafure itfelf now 
adopted by the Directory was cer- 
tainly calculated to make a directly 
contrary impreffion on my mind; 
that I could not conceal from him, 
that far from expeéting fuch a quef- 
tion, its being now put furprifed me 
beyond meafure, and ftill more fo, 
when from his comment upon it I 
was to infer that he wifhed me to 
confider it as tending to promote a 
fpeedy pacification; that the quef- 
tion expreffed in the note he had 
delivered (for he had given it to 
me, and I had read it over as he 
ended his fpeech) was word for 
word the fame as that put to me by 
his predeceflors fo long agovas the 
14th July; that on the 15th [had, 
from my own authority, given an 
anfwer, and that this anfwer I con- 
firmed fully and diftinétly, by order 
of my court, on the 24th July; that 
thefe notes had to the prefent hour 
remained unnoticed, and a delay of 
two months had occurred; that the. 
reafons afligned for this delay were, 
as I was repeatedly told, a decided 
refolution on the part of the French 
government to liften to the reafon- 
able propofals made by his Majefty ; 
but that being bound by their en- 
gagements with the court of Ma- 
drid and the Batavian Republic, and 
wifhing to treat their allies with 
due confideration, they were defir- 
ous of confulting with them previ- 
ous to any pofitive declaration, and 


‘obtaining from them a voluntary 


releafe from thofe engagements fuf- 
ficient to enable the French Pleni- 
potentiaries here to admit the bafis 
his Majefty had eftablifhed, and to 
ground on it all future difcuffions 
which might arife in the courfe of 
the negotiation; that if he had read 
over the papers left, undoubtedly, 
in his poffeflion by his predeceffors, 

he 
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he would find what I ftated to be 
ftri@tly true, and that, of courfe it 
could not be difficult to account for 
my furprize, when, after being told 
that he and his colleagues were to 
take up the negotiation precifely 
where they found it, it mow became 
evident that it was to be flung back 
to the very point from which we 
ftarted, and flung back in a way 
which feemed to threaten a con- 
clufion very different from that he 
foretold, —I fhall not attempt to fol- 
low the French minifter through 
the very elaborate and certainly able 
fpeech he made in reply, with a 
view to convince me that the en- 
quiry into the extent of my full 
powers was the ftrongeft proof the 
Direétory could furnith of their pa- 
cific intention, and the fhorteft road 
they could take to accomplifh the 
defired end. It was in order to 
give activity to the negotiation, 
(adtiver was his word) and to pre- 
vent its ftagnating, that this demand 
was made fo fpecifically; and he 
intimated to me, that it was im- 
pofible for the Directory to pro- 
ceed till a full and fatisfactory an- 
fwer had been given to it. I in- 
terrupted him here, by faying their 
manner of acting appeared to me 
calculated to decide the negotiation 
at once, not to give it activity, fince 
it muft be known I could not have 
‘powers of the defcription he allud- 
ed to; and even fuppofing I had, 
the admitting it would be, in fact, 
neither more nor lefs than a com- 
plete avowal of the principle itfelf, 
which, once agreed on, nothing 
would be left to negotiate about. 
/The other French Plenipotentiary 
‘interpofed here, by faying, that 
would not be the cafe; many arfi- 
~ eles would ftill remain to be pro- 
pofed, and many points for import- 
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ant difcuffion. I faid every word I 
heard feemed to prefent frefh diffi- 
culties. Without replying to me, 
the firft-mentioned minifter went 
on, by endeavouring to prove that 
the avowal of having powers to a 
certain extent, did not imply the 
neceflity of exercifing them; that it 
was the avowal alone for which 
they contended, in order to deter- 
mine at once the form the negotia- 
tion was to take; that the note and 
the time prefcribed in it, were in 
confequence of the moft pofitive 
orders from the Directory; and that 
if I drew from it a conclufion dif- 
ferent from the affurances they had 
made me in the name of the Direc- 
tory, I did not make the true infer- 
ence. I replied, that, although 
the prefcribing the day on which 
the queftion was put to me as the 
term within which I was to give 
my an{wer to it, was both a very 
unufual’ and abrupt mode of pro- 
ceeding, yet as a day was much 
more than fufficient for the pur- 
pofe, I fhould forbear making any 
particular remark on this circum- 
ftance: that as to the inference to 
be drawn from the pofitive manner 
in which they appeared to maintain 
the queftion put to me, I really 
could not make it different from 
that I had already expreffed: that 
the reverting, after an interval of 
two months, to a queftion already 
anfwered, and which queftion in- 
volved the fate of the negotiation, 
certainly could not be confidered 
as wearing a very conciliatory ap 
pearance: that in regard to my an- ° 
{wer, it could not be different from 
that I had given before: that my 
full powers, which were in their 
hands, were as extenfive as any 
could be, and it did not depend ‘on™ 
me to give them more or lefs lati- 
Ors tude; 
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‘tude; but that in fa& their quef- 
tion went not to the extent of my 
full powers, but to require ef me to 
declare the nature of my inftruc- 
tions; and’ on this point they cer- 
tainly would forgive me if I did not 
{peak out till fuch time as the cir- 
cumftances of the negotiation called 
upon me todo it. 
The French Minifter’ ftrove to 
rove to me, what he had before at- 
tempted, that the claiming a right 
of enquiry into the nature of the 
difcretionary authority confided in 
a minifter, by no means implied an 
intention of requiring of him to aé& 
up to its utmoft limits. I obferved 
if no fuch intention exifted, why 
inititute the enquiry? and if it did 
exift, why not fay fo at once ?——He 
faid, What we now afk is little more 
than a matter of form; when you 
have given us your anfwer, we fhall 
follow it up by another ftep, which 
we are ordered to take. I faid, my 
anfwer was given two months ago; 
that, alihougl I was ready to give 
it them again, and in writing, as 
one io their note, yet, as it could 
not be different, I did not fee why 
they fhould not proceed immediate- 
ly to the other ftep, by which I was 
told the queftion was to be followed 
up. ‘It would be premature, faid 
the French Minifter; but in draw- 
ing up your aniwer, do not forget 
the force of the arguments. I have 
ufed,, or, in your report to your 
court, the afiurances we have given 
of the earneft wifh of the Directo- 
ry to terminate the war. I replied 
that I {till muft maintain that, from 
the manner in which they thought 
proper to define full powers, I 
could fee no diftinétion between 
acknowledging the power and ad- 
muiting the principle; and that the 
queftion itfelf could not be put with 


any other intention—(Your Lord- 
fhip will obferve, from the fubfe- 
quent notes which paffed between 
us, that I was perfectly grounded in 
this affertion): that, in my reports, 
they might be fully affured I fhould 
aét up to that conciliatory fpirit, 
which, from the’ earlieft period of 
the negotiation, had always decided 
my conduét; and that, inaufpicious 
as appearances’ were, I certainly 
would be careful not to make them 
look hoftile. At the word hoftile, 
both the French Plenipotentiaries 
were moft warm in their protetta- 
tions that nothing could be lefs fo; 
that the idea of the negotiation 
breaking off was as far from their 
thoughts as from their wifhes. I 
faid, that although I heard this with 
pleafure, yet I could not avoid ad- 
verting to faéts; and that, when in- 


‘ftead of an anfwer, and the favoura- 


ble anfwer which I had every rea- 
fon to expect, I received only the 
repetition of a demand which had 
been already fatisfied two months 
ago, I certainly could not think 
this a good omen. If it did not 
bode an immediate rupture of the, 
ireaty, it affuredly did not announce 
a near and fuccefsful termination 
of it. The above-mentioned mi- 
niiter perfifted I was miftaken; that 
the bufinefs would end {peedily; 
that {peed was their with, and fpeed 
with peace for its object. On 
breaking up our conference I faid, 
that I took it for granted we fhouid 
meet again at the ufual hour on 
Sunday. He’ iaid, that it perhaps 
might not be’ neceflary, but that 
they ‘certainly would let me know 
in time; and this conveyed to me 
the firft idea of what has fince tak- 
én place. I inclofe your Lordfhip 


‘the note A, I received in this con- 
-ference from the French Plenipo-. 


tentiaries 


Ce Se 
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fhould be held, was becaufe. this 


tentiaries, and the anfwer B, which 
I made to. it yefterday morning, at 
10A,.M. Até6 P.M. the noteC 
was tranfmitted to me; to which, 
at8 P. M. [returned the anfwer D 
by Mr. Rofs, whom I fent, in order 
that he might bring me the pafi- 
ports I afked for; but at a quarter 
before 10 P. M. Derché, Secretary 
ef the French lJegation, delivered 
me a paper marked E; and_ this 
morning at 9 A.M.] replied by the 
note F, which immediately produc- 
edthat marked G. The notes {ent 
me by the French Plenipotentiaries 
fpeak for themfelves; and it is un- 
neceffary to enter into any reflec- 
tions on them. I am willing to 
hope that the anfwers I have made 
were fach as became the fituation 
in which I ftand, the importance of 
the caufe entruited to me, and the 
fteady but temperate conduct which 
the ipirit of my inftruétions enjoin 
me to hold. It was my wifh to 
give every opening to the French 
lenipotentiaries to recall the vio- 
lent ftep they had taken; and, if 
poflible, to convince them of its 
extreme impropriety. And it is 
with this view, and with a moft 
anxious defire not to exclude. all 
hope of the reftoration of peace, 
that I determined on fuggefting 
the idea of our meeting once be- 
fore I left Lifle. 
.. This meeting took place to-day 
at noon: | opened itsby obferving 
that the feveral notes they had. re- 
ceived from me fince the preceding 
evening, had been too exprefliye of 
the furprife I felt at the meafure 
the Directory had thought proper 
to adopt, to make it neceffary for 
me to enlarge upon it in this.con- 
ference; and indeed my fole mo- 
tive for fuggefting that it might be 
for our mutyal fatisfagtion that it 
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meafure appeared to me to be in. 
fuch direé contradiction to the very 
{trong affurances I had fo conftantly 
and repeatedly heard from them, 
and to the pacific intentions with 
which they declared they were fent, ” 
that it was my earneft with (before 
I confidered their condué as forc- 
ing me toa ftep which muft fo ma- 
terially affect the fuccefs of the 
negotiation) to be perfectly cer- 
tain that I underftood clearly and. 
diftinétly the precife meaning of 
their official notes. On their ad- | 
mitting that nothing could be more 
reafonable than that I fhould, on fo 
important a point, require explana- 
tion, or more fatisfa¢tory to them 
than to give it me (as far as lay in 
their power) I proceeded by fay- 
ing, that it appeared to me. that I 
was called upon to produce imme- 
diately my full powers, orrather my 
inftructions. (for however different 
thefe were in themfelves, in their 
demand they feemed conftantly 
blended); and that if either I refuf- 
ed to confent to this, or if on con- 
fenting to it, it was found that 1 
was not authorifed to treat on the 
principle they laid down, I was then 
in, the {pace of twenty-four hours 
to leave Lifle, and return to my 
court; and that I was required, to 
obtain full authority to admit this 
principle, if it was withed the ne- 
sonence fhould proceed. This, I 
aid, appeared to me to be the evi- 
dent fenfe of the notes, and. I beg- 
ged to know whether I had miftak- 
en it of not. One of the French . 
Plenipotentiaries faid, ;‘* You have 
underftood it exactly; I hope you 
equally underftand the intention of 
the French government, which ‘is 
to. accelerate peace by removing e- 
very obftacle which ftands in its 
04 NEC WHY an 
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way.’ Treplied, that having now 
no doubt left on my mind as to 
their exact meaning, and being 
quite fure, notwithftanding the ob- 
fervation they had made, que j’avois 
Saifi la veritable intention de leur note, it 
would, I feared, be very unprofita- 
ble employment of our time to ar- 
gue either on the nature of the 
principle they announced as a fine 
qua non, to even a preliminary dif- 
cuffion, or on the extreme difficul- 
& of reconciling the peremptory 
femand with which they opened 
their miffion, to the pacific profef- 
fions that accompanied it; that if 
they were determined to perfift in 
this demand, it was much better to 
avoid all ufelefs altercation; and 
nothing in that cafe remained for 
me to do, but to afk for my pafi- 
ports, and to fignify to them my 
intention of leaving France at an 
early hour the next morning. They 
faid, they had their hands tied by 
an arréte of the Directory, and were 
bound to obferve the conduct they 
had followed by the moft pofitive 
orders; and although we remained 
together fome time longer, not-a 
hint dropped from them expreffive 
of a with that, inftead of going my- 
felf for new inftructions, I fhould 
either write for them by a meffen- 
ger, or obtain them by fending to 
England one of the gentlemen who 
were with me. I endeavoured by 
‘every indirect means to fuggeft to 
them the neceflity of adopting fome 
fuch modification, if they méant 
that their wifhes for peace, in"the 
exprefiion of which they were this 
morning more eager than | ever, 
‘fhould meet with the flighteft de- 
gree of credit. Tagain brought to 
their recollection that Iwas autho- 
‘tifed'to geceive any ‘propofal, any 
‘eontre-rojer they tendered to me; 
] 


but that they muft be aware that it 
was not poflible for me to alter the 
orders I had received, or to affume 
an authority with which I was not 
invefted. I dwelt particularly and 
repeatedly on my being competent 
to take any thing they faid for re- 
ference; but this availed nothing, 
except drawing from one of them a 
remark, that the full powers which 
authorized a minifter to hear pro- 
pofals, were widely different from 
thofe which would enable him to 
accede to them; and that it was 
fuch full powers that the Directory 
required me to folicit. An eafy 
an{wer prefented itfelf to thismode 
of reafoning; but I faw no advan- 
tage to be derived from prolonging 
a converfation which, after the po- 
fitive declaration they had made, 
could lead to nothing: I therefore 
ended the conference, by declaring 
my refolution to begin my journey 
at a very early hour the next morn- 
ing, and by faying, that immediate- 
ly on my arrival in England I would 
make an exact report of every 
thing that had paffed fince their ar- 
rival. 

I truft, my Lord, I fhall not incur 
cenfure for having declined to of- 
fer in diftin& terms to wait at Lifle 
till I could know his Majefty’s 
pleafure on the peremptory propo- 
fal made to me: but when I confi- 
dered the nature of the propofal 
itfelf, the avowal that this would 
not be the laft, nor perhaps the 


-moft humiliating condition requir- 


ed of us, and the imperious ftyle 


‘with which I was enjoined to de- 


part in twenty-four hours, it was 
utterly impoffible for me to affume 
a language, or affeét.a manner, that 
could be interpreted into folicita- 
tion or entreaty : I felt myfelf call- 
ed upon to treat the whole of this 

extraordinary 
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extraordinary proceeding with 
calmnefs and temper; and, not- 
withftanding the deep and poignant 
concern I muft feel at an event 
which I fear will remove all proba- 
bility of an immediate pacification, 
I truft that in the expreffion of this 
fentiment I have not ufed a lan- 
guage unbecoming the chara¢ter 
with which I am invefted, or the 
greatnefs of the Sovereign and 
country whofe dignity and interefts 
it is my primary duty to confult 
and maintain. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
MaLMEsBuRY. 


No. 43. (A.) 


Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to 
Lod Malmefbury. 


THE underfigned Minifters Ple- 
nipotentiaries of the FrenchRepub- 
lic, commiffioned to treat of peace 
with England, have the honour to 
affure Lord Malmefbury, Minifter 
Plenipotentiary of his Britannic 
Majefty, that the French govern- 
ment wifhes as fincerely, as ftrong- 
ly as ever, a peace defired by the 
two nations: but, unable to con- 
clude any other peace than fuch a 
one as is founded on the laws and 
on the treaties which bind the 
french Republic, perfuaded that, 
to arrive at this end, it is neceflary 
to explain itfelf with entire frank- 
nefs, and defirous of giving to the 
negotiation the greateft rapidity, 
the Executive Direétory has ex- 
prefily charged the underfigned to 
demand of Lord Malmefbury whe- 
ther he has fufficient powers for 
reftoring, in the treaty which may 
be concluded, tothe French Repub- 
lic and to its allies, all the poffef- 
fions which, fince the beginning of 
the war, have paffed into the hands 
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of the Englifth. The underfigned 
are equally charged by the Execu- 
tive Directory to demand from 
Lord Malmefbury an anfwer in the 
courfe of the day. They requeft 
him to accept the affurances of their 
high confideration. 

(Signed) TREILHARD. 

Bonnier. 
Lifle, 29th Fruéidor, 5th year of 
the Republic (Sept. 15,1797.) 

By the Minifters Plenipotenti- 
ary of the French Republic, 
the Secretary General, 

DERCcHE. 


No 44, (B.) 


Note from Lord Malme/bury to the French 
Plenipotentiaries. 


_ THE underfigned Minifter Pleni- 
potentiary of his Britannic Majefty, 
receives with great fatisfaction the 
expreffion of the fincere defire for 
peace, which the Minifters Plenipo- 
tentiaries of the French Republic 
announced to him yefterday in the 
name of their government. He 
has the honour to affure them that 
the King his mafter is animated 
with the fame defire, and has no- 
thing more at heart than to put an 

end to the calamities of the war. 
With regard to the queftion 

which the Minifters Plenipotenti 
of the French Republic addreffed to 
Lord Malmefbury, concerning the 
extent of his full powers, he confi- 
ders himfelf as having already given 
the moft unequivocal anfwer upon ~ 
this fubje&, in the two notes which 
he delivered to their predeceffors 
on the 15th and 24th of July. 
However, to avoid all mifunder- 
ftanding, he renews the declaration 
which he made yefterday; that is 
to fay, that he neither can nor ought 
to 
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to treat upon any other principle 
than that of compenfations: a prin- 
ciple which has been formally re- 
eognifed as the bafis of a treaty 
equally juft, honourable, and advan- 
tageous to the two powers. Lord 
Malmefoury requefts the minifters 
Plenipotentiary. of the French Re- 
bkged to accept the aflurances of 
is high confideration. 
(Signed) Matmessury. 


Lifte, Saturday, Sept \6rh, 1797, 
10.4. M. 
No. 45. (C.) 


Note from ile French Plenipotentiaries ta 


Lord Malnefoury. 


THE Minifters Plenipotentiaries 
of the French Republic, commiffion- 
ed to treat of peace with England, 
have the honour to acknowledge 
the receipt of the anfwer of Lord 
Malmetbury to the note which was 
prefented to him in the conference 
of yefterday. 

_ It appears from this anfwer, and 
from the two notes of the 15th and 
24th of July, to which it refers, that 
Lord Malmefbury has not powers 
for agreeing to the reftitution of all 
the poffeflions which his Britannic 
Majeity occupies, whether from 
the Freneh Republic or from its al- 
lies. In confequence, while the 

reiterate io Lord Malmefbury the 
mott pofitive affurances of the fen- 
-timents of the French government, 
the underfigned apprife him of a 
decree of the Executive Directory, 
which fignifies that, in cafe Lord 
Malmefbury fhall declare himfelf 
not to have the neceflary powers 
for agreeing to all ihe reftitutions 
which the. laws and the treaties 
which bind the French Republic 
make indifpenfable, he {hall be re- 
“quired to return, in four-and-twen- 
ty hours, to his court, to afk for 


fufficient powers. Lord Malmef- 
bury can fee in this determination 
of the Executive Directory nothing 
elfe than an intention to haften the 
raoment when the negotiation may 
be followed up with the certainty 
of a {peedy conclufion. ° 
The Minifters Plenipotentiaries 
of the French republic requeft Lord. 
Malme/bury to accept the affuran¢es 
of their high confideration. 
(Signed) TREILHARDs 
i Bonnier. 
Lifle, 30 Frudtidor, 5th year of the 
Republic (Sept. 16, Vi97.) 
By the Minifters Plenipotenti- 
aries, the Secretary General 
of the Legation, Dercnue. 


No. 46. (D.) 
Note from Lord Malmefbury to the French 


Plenifotentiaries. 


THE underfigned Minifter Ple+ 
nipotentiary of his Britannic Majet- 
ty has the honour to acknowledge 
the receipt of the note of this day, 
which has been fent by the Minif- 
ters Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republic. Whatever regret he may 
experience at feeing the hope of a 
fpeedy conciliation thus deftroyed, 
he can return no other anfwer to a 
refufal fo abfohite to continue the 
negotiation on grounds which ap- 
peared to have been already agreed 
upon, than by demanding the ne- 
ceflary paffports for himfelf and his 
fuite, in order that they may fet off 
within the four-and-twenty hours, 
and return immediately to England. 

He requefts the Minifters Pleni- 
potentiary of the French Republic 
to accept the affurances of his high 
confideration. 

(Signed)  Marmesspury, 
Lifle, Saturday, Sejit. 16, 1797, 
3 P.M. 


No. 
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No. 47. (E.) 


Note from the French Plenipotentiaries ta 
Lord Malmefoury. 

THE underfigned Minifters Ple- 
nipotentiary of the French Republic, 
commiffioned to treat of peace with 
-England, have the honeur to ‘ac- 
-knowledge the receipt of Lord 
-Malmefbury’s anfwer to the note 
which they addrefied to him this 
day. They think it right to obferve 
to him tlrat he does not appear to 
have feized the real meaning of 
their note; that it. by no means 
contains a refufal to continue the 
negotiations, but, on the conirary, 
the means for giving them activity, 
and for following them up witha 
fuccefS no lefs defirable to the two 
nations, than it would be flattering 
to the minifters charged with the 

-conduét of them. The French go- 
vernment is fo far from entertain- 
ing the intentions which the note 
of Lord Malmefbury appears to im- 
pute to them, that the Minifters 
Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
public have received no order to 

-quit Lifle, after the departure of 
the Minifter Plenipotentiary of his 
Britannic Majefty. The Minifters 
Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
public requeft Lord Malmeibury to 
accept the affurances of their high 
confideration. 

(Signed) TREILHARD. 

Bonnier. 

By the Minifters Plenipotenti- 

ary, the Secretary General 
of the Legation, DERCHE. 


Life, 30 Fraétidor, 5th year of the 


Republic (Sept. 16,1797.) 
ic from Lord Malme/bury to the French 
2 ve Plenipotentiaries. 


THE underfigned Minifter Ple- 


No. 48. (F.) 
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nipotentiary of his Britannic Ma- 
jefty has the honour to acknowledge 
the receipt of the note which the 
Minifters Plenipotentiary of the 
French Republic tranfmitted to 
him. yefterday, through the hands 
of the.Secretary General of their 
legation. He thinks he cannotan- 
fwer it better than. by fubmitting 
to them, in his turn, the following 
obfervations. 

That having already, by his note, 
dated July 24, and in obedience to 
the exprefs. orders of his court, giv- 
en an anfwer to the queftion which 
isnow fo unexpectedly renewed; a 
queftion that, in appearance, re- 
lates folely to the limits of his full 
powers, which are in the moft am- 
ple form, but which does in faét 
require a declaration of the whole 
extent of his inftructions; and not 
being authorifed to quit the place 
of his deftination without the ex- 
prefs order of the King his mafter, 
inany cafe except that of the rup- 
ture of the negotiation, he could 
not help confidering a note enjoin- 
ing him, in confequence of a decree 
of the Executive Directory, to re- 
turn to his court in the fpace of 
four-and-twenty hours, as ill calcu- 
lated to accelerate the conclufion of 
peace; neverthelefs, to anfwer the 
aflurances of the Minifters Plenipo- 
tentiary of the French Republic, 
and to teftify his defire to feize 
their real meaning, with refpeé to 
which he fhould be very forry to 
deceive himfelf, he thinks it would 
be more fatisfactory to meet once 
more; and if the Minifters Plenipo- 
tentlary of the French Republic 
fhould be of the fame opinion, Lord 
Malmefbury would propofe that this 
meeting fhould take place at an 
earlier hour than ufual, in order 
that he may have time to take fuch 
fteps as the refult of their confe- 

rences 
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rences may render neceflary. He 
defires the Minifters Plenipotentia- 
ry of the French Republic to accept 
the affurances of his high confidera- 
tion. 

(Signed) Ma.tmessury. 
Lifle, Sunday, Sept. V7, 1797. 


No. 49. (G.) 


Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to 
Lord Malmefoury. 


THE underfigned Minifters Ple- 
nipotentiaries of the French Re- 
public, commiffioned to treat of 
peace with England, have the ho- 
nour to acknowledge the receipt of 
the note which the Minifter Pleni- 
potentiary of his Britannic Majefty 
has tranfmiited to them this morn- 
ing. Referring to the notes ad- 
dreffed to Lord Malmefbury on the 
29th and 30th Fruédtidor, and efpe- 
cially to the firft of yefterday, they 
agree to the meeting which Lord 
Malmefbury appears to defire, and 
propofe the hour of noon. They 

_requeft Lord Malmefbury to accept 
the affurances of their high confide- 
ration, 

(Signed)  TRreriuarn. 
; Bonnier. 
Lifle, 1 Complementary Day, 
Sih year ¢f the French Republic. 
(Sept: 17th, 1797.) 
By the Minifters Plenipotentiary, 
the Sec. Gen. of Legation, 
DERCHE. 


(No. 50.) 


A DISPATCH from Lord Gren- 
ville to Lord Malmefbury, dated 
Sept. 22, affuring his Lordfhip that 
his Majefty approved entirely of his 
conduct during the whole of the 
negotiation, and enciofing the fol- 
lowing note, to be tranfmitted by 
him (his Lordfhip being now in 


ab 


London) to the French Plenipotens 
tiaries at Lifle. 


(No. 51.) 
Note from Lord Malme/bury to the French 


Plenipotentiaries. 


THE underfigned Minifter Ple- 
nipotentiary of his Britannic Majef- 
ty has rendered to his court a faith- 
ful account of the circumftances 
that have interrupted the exercife 
of thofe important funétions which 
his Majefty had been pleafed to en- 
truft to him. His Majefty has 
deigned to honour with his entire 
approbation the anfwers which the 


underfigned has already made to - | 


the extraordinary and unexpected 
demands which the new Plenipo- 
tentiaries of the French Republic 
addreffed to him immediately upon 
their arrival at Lifle. But, in order 
to leave no doubt refpeéting the 
nature and object of this demand, 
the underfigned has been exprefily 
ordered to declare, in the name of 
his court, 

1ft.,That the full powers with 
which his Majefty has thought pro- 
per to furnifh him for negotiating 
and concluding a treaty of peace, 
are conceived and expreffed in the 
moft ample form; authorifing the 
underfigned fully, and without re- 
ferve, to fign any treaty upon which 
he might agree ‘with the French 
Plenipotentiaries, whatever its na- 
ture or conditions might be; con- 
forming himfelf in all cafes to the 
inftructions which he might receive 
from his court. 

2d. That thefe full powers have 
been received and recognifed as 
fufficient, as well by. the Plenipo- 
tentiaries with whom he has hither- 
to treated, as by the Directory them- 
felves, and that there is confequent- 


ly 
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ly no room for any new difcuffion 
upon a fubjeé& which has already 
been clofed by common agree- 
ment, and which, moreover, is not 
liable to any doubt or difficulty 
whatever; every thing which has 
been done hitherto upon this fub- 
je&t being entirely conformable to 
cuftoms long eftablifhed and recog- 
nifed by all the nations of Europe. 
3d. That the demand of the Di- 
rectory therefore, in reality refers 
not to the full powers.of the under- 
figned, but to the extent of his in- 
ftructions, of which the Directory 
could not, under any circumitances, 
require any communication, further 
than as the underfigned himfelf 
might judge fuch a communication 
conducive to the fuccefs of the ne- 
gotiation; and that, very far from 
being in a fituation to be called up- 
on for any new explanations what- 
ever, the underfigned had every 
reafon to expect, from the repeated 
communications which had been 
made to him by the French Pleni- 


potentiaries, that he flouldimmedi- 


ately receive a counter-projett, of a 
nature to facilitate the further pro- 
grefs of the negotiation, which had 
been fufpended for more than two 
months. 

4, That the court of London had 
good reafon to be ftill more aifto- 
nifhed at the fubftance of the new 
demand made to the underfigned; 
a demand relating to preliminary 
conditions which had already been 
rejected at the very commence- 
ment of the negotiation, and from 
which the French Plenipotentiaries 
had in effect departed, by a formal 
notification of the meafures which 
the Directory were in confequence 
taking for the purpofe of comin 
_ to fome arrangement with their al- 
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5th. That it is therefore only by 
confenting to treat upon the bafis | 
of the project detailed with fo much 
opennefs, which was prefented_by 
the underfigned a few days after 
his arrival at Lifle, or by returning 
a conire-jwojet of a conciliatory na- 
ture, agreeably to the affurances 
which he received fo long ago, 
that it appears poffible to continue 
the negotiation, which the Pleni-+ 

otentiaries have fo ftrongly affur- 
ed him that the Directory did not 
wifh to break off, notwithftanding 
the meafures lately adopted with 
refpeét to him: a meafure which 
the underfigned forbears to cha- 
racterize, but which could not fail 
to produce in this country the im- 
preflion of a difpofition by no 
means pacific on the part of the 
Directory. 

The underfigned is directed to 
add, that his Majefty would fee 
with real regret the certainty of 
the exiftence of fuch a difpofition, 
fo little compatible with the-ardent 
defire with which he is animated 
toe reftore peace to the two nations ; 
but that if, without having himfelf 
contributed to it on‘ his part, he 
fhould again find himfelf under the 
neceffity of continuing the war, he 
will conduct himfelf upon every 
occafion agreeably to the fame prin- 
ciples, doing every thing which 
can depend upon him for the ré- 
eftablifhment of peace, but perfift- 
ing to defend, with an unfhaken 
firmnefs, the dignity of his crown 
and the intereits of his people. 

The Miniiter Plenipotentiary of 
his Britannic Majefty reqtefts the 
Minifters Plenipotentiaries of the 
French Republic to accept the af- 
furances of his high confideration. 

(Signed) MatmeEsBury. 

Lindon, Sept. 225 1797. ) 

(No. 
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(No. 52.) 


Note from ihe French Plenifotentiaries. to 
~ Lord Malmefbury. 


THE Minifters Plenipotentiaries 
of the French Republic, commif- 
fioned to treat of peace with Eng- 
land, have received the note, dated 
from London; .which has been 
brought, to them by an extraordj- 
nary meflenger, from Lord Malmef- 
bury. They have the honour to 
anfwer to hira, that their note of 
the 29th Fruétidor, to which they 
refer, offered the double affurance 
of the fettled intention of the 
French government to continue 
the negotiations for peace, and of 
its conftant determination not to 
agree to any other conditions than 
fuch as are compatible with the 
dignity of the French Republic. 

A peace, of which the bafis fhould 
be contrary to the laws, or to the 
engagements taken with its allies, 
would never fatisfy the hopes of 
the nation. It is a point from 
which the Executive Directory has 
never departed, and upon which 
its fentiments have never varied. 

Lord Malmefbury having formal- 
ly declared in his notes of the 15th 
and 24th of July, and in the laft in- 
fiance in that of the 17th of Sep- 
tember, that he had not the pow- 
ers neceffary for reftoring the 
Dutch and Spanifh poffeffions oc- 
eupied by the troops of his Britan- 
nic Majefiy, the Executive Direc- 
tory has given.a new proof of its 
epennefs, and of its defire to acce- 
lerate the conchifion of peace, in 
requiring Lord Malmefbury to re- 
turn to his court, for the purpofe 
of obtaining the authority, without 
which-he cannot conclude: a mea- 
fure rendered neceflary. by the de- 
claration of the Minifter Plenipo- 


tentiary of his Britannic Majefty,, 
and upon which it is impoflible to 
give a wrong impreffion to any 
thinking.and impartial mind. ._., 
The Minifters Plenipotentiaries of 
the French Republic requeft Lord. 
Malmefbury to accept the affurances 
of their high confideration. 

(Signed) TREILHARD. 

Bonnier. 
DERCHE. 
Lifle, 4th Vendemiaive, 5thyear of 
the Republie (Sept. 25,1797.) 


(No: 53.) 


Note from the French Plenipotentiaries te 
Lord M. almefoury. 


Lifle, OF. 1, 1.797. 

THE Minifters Plenipotentiaries 
of the French Republic, charged 
to negotiate a peace with England, 
have the honour to communicate to 
Lord, Malmetbury, that having ad- 
dreffed a copy of his laft note, of 
the: 23d_ of September, 1797, to 
their government, the Executive 
Directory has inftruéted them. to 
declare, in its name, that it has not 
ceafed to be defirous of peace: that. 
it gave an unequivocal proof of the 
fentiment by which it is animated, 
when it ordered the Minifters Ple- 
nipotentiaries of the Republic to 
demand. a categorical explanation 
of the powers given by the Englifh 
government to its Minifter Pleni- 
potentiary; and that this proceed- 
ing neither had nor could have any 
other objeét than that of bringing 
at length the negotiation toa {pee~ 
dy and fuccefsful iffue. 

That the order given to the Mi- 
nifters Plenipotentiaries of the 
French Republic to remain at Lifle, 
after the departure of Lord Malmef- 
bury, is a new proof that the Di- 
rectory had wilhed for and antici- 

pated’ 
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pated his return with powers 
which would not be illufory, and 
the limitation of which would be 
no longer a pretext to retard the 
conclufion of peace. 

That fuch are invariably the in- 
tentions-and hopes of the Direc- 
tory, which enjoins the Minifters 
Pienipotentiaries of the Republic 
not to quit Lifle until the moment 
when the prolonged abfence of the 
negotiator fhall no longer leave any 
doubt as to the intention of his Bri- 
tannic Majefty to break‘off all ne- 
gotiation. Bow 

That, confequently, the 25th of 
the prefent: Vendemiaire (Ofober 
16; old ftile) is the fixed term for 
the recall of the Minifters Plenipo- 
tentiaries of the French Republic, 
provided at that'epoch the Minifter 
Plenipotentiary of his Britannic 
Majeity fhall not have repaired to 
Lifle. 

TheExecutive Dire@ory will feel 
a ftrong regret, if a reconciliatory 
ftep, already twice taken, fhould 
not terminate favourably; but its 
eonfcience, as well as all Europe, 
will teftify that the Englifh govern- 
ment alone have caufed the fcourge 
of war to afflict the two nations. 

The Minifters Plenipotentiaries 
of the French Republic befeech the 
Minifter Plenipotentiary of ‘his Bri- 
tannic Majefty to accept the affur- 
ances of their high confideration. 

(Signed) TREILHARD. 
Bonnier. 
The Secretary of Legation, 

DERCHE. 


(No. 54.). + 
From Lord Malmefoury to the French 
Plenipotentiaries, in Refily to the fore- 
~\ (going. 
- London, OF. 5. 
_ THE underfigned having handed 
fo the King’s minifters the note 
2 
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tranfmitted by the Plenipotentiarics 
of the French Republic, is com- 
miffioned to obdferve, in reply, that 
he quitted Lifle only in confequence 
of a formal and pofitive injunction 
from the Directory ;—that hispow- 
ers were neither limited nor delu- 
five;—and that nothing was omit- 
ted on his part to accelerate the 
negotiation. It has been retarded 
folely by the delays of the Dire¢to- 
ry, and it is by their aét that it is 
now fufpended. 

As to that part which relates to 
the refumption of the conferences, 
the underfigned can only refer to 
his laft note, in which he has point- 
ed out, with franknefs and precifion, 
the only mode which is left of con- 
tinuing the negotiation ;-obferving 
at the fame time, that the King can 
no longer treat in the country of an 
enemy, without having fome certain 
affurance that he fhall in future fee 
refpected, in the perfon of his Ple- 
nipotentiary, the ufages eftablithed 
amonett all civilized nations with 
refpect to public minifters, and par- 
ticularly to thofe whofe exertions 
are dire&ted to the re-eftablifhment 
of peace. 

He prays the Minifters Plenipo- 
tentiary of the French Republic to 
accept the affurances of his high 
coniideraticn. 


(Signed) Marmespury. 


DECLARATION. 
Publified by his Majefy’s Command. ° 


H* Majefty’s benevolent en- 
deavours to reftore to his 
people the bleffings of fecure and 
honourable peace, again repeated 
without fuccefs, have again de- 
monftrated, beyond the poflibility. 
of doubt, the determined and per- 

fevering 
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fevering hoftility of the govern- 
ment of France, in whofe unpro- 
vokedaggreffion the war originated, 
and by whofe boundlefs and de- 
ftruétive ambition it is ftill pro- 
longed. And while by the courfe 
of thefe tranfactions, continued 
proofs have been afforded to all his 
Majetty’s faithful fubjedts, of his 
anxious and unremitting folicitude 


for their welfare, they cannot, ‘at * 


the fame time, have failed to recog- 
nize, in the uniform conduét of the 
enemy, the fpirit by which the coun- 
cils of France are ftillaétuated, and 
the objects to which they are di- 
rected. 

His Majefty could not but feel 
how much the means of peace had 
been obftruéted by the many addi- 
tional difficulties which his enemies 
had fo repeatedly thrown in the 
way of every negotiation. Never- 
thelefs, on the very firft appearance 
of circumftances in fome degree 
more favourable to the interefts of 
humanity, the fame ardent defire 
for the eafe and happinefs of his 
fubjeéts induced his Majefty to re- 
new his overtures for terminating 
the calamities of war: thus availing 
himfelf of every opening which 
could in any manner lead to fecure 
an honourable peace, and confult- 
ing equally the wifhes of his own 
heart and the principles by whith 
his conduét has invariably been 
guided. 

New obftacles were immedi- 
ately interpofed by thofe who ftill 
directed the councils of France, 
and who, amidft the general defire 
for peace which they could not at 
that time openly difclaim, fiill re- 
tained the power of fruftrating the 
wifhes of their own country, of 
counteracting his Majefty’s berie- 
volent intentions, and of obftruct- 


ing that refult which was fo necefs 
fary for the happinefs of both na- 
tions. Difficulties of form_ were 
ftudioufly created; modes of nego- 
tiation were infifted upon, the moft 
inconfiftent with their own conduct 
in every other inftance; the fame 
{pirit appeared in every ftep which 
was taken by them; and while the 
moft unwarranted infinuations were 
thrown out, and the moft unfound- 
ed reproaches brought forward, the 
eftablifhed cuftoms and’ ufages, 
which have long prevailed in Eu- 
rope, were purpofely departed from, 
even in the fimple aéts which were 
to bé done, on: their part for the 
renewal of the negotiations. All 
thefe things his Majefty determined 
to difregard; not-as being infenfi- 
ble of their purport and tendency, 
nor unmindful of the importance 
of thefe points in the public inter- 
courfe of great and independent 
nations, but refolving to defeat the 
object of thefe artifices, and to fuf- 
fer no fubordinate or inferior con- 
fideration to impede, on his part, 
the difcuffion of the weighty and 
extenfive interefts on which the 
termination of the war muft necef- 
farily depend. 

He directed his minifter to repair 
to France, furnifhed with the moft 
ample powers, and inftructed to 
communicate at once an explicit 
and detailed propofal and plan of 
peace reduced into the fhape of a 
regular treaty, juft and moderate in 
its principles, embracing all the in- 
terefts concerned, and extending to 
every fubject connected with the 
reftoration of public tranquillity. 
The communication of this paper, 
delivered in the very firft confer- 
ence, was accompanied by fuch ex- 
planations as fully flated and de- 
tailed the utmoft extent of his Ma- 

jefty’s 
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jefty’s views, and at the fame time 
gave ample room for the examina- 
tion of every difpiited point, for 
mutualarrangement and conceflion, 
and for reciprocal facilities arifing 
out of the progrefs of fair difcuffion. 
To this proceeding, open and 
liberal beyond example, the con- 
duét of his Majefty’s enemies op- 
ofes the moft ftriking contraft. 
Eon them no counter-project has 
ever yet been obtained: no ftate- 
ment of the extent or nature of the 
conditions on which they would 
conclude any peace with thefe king- 
doms. Their pretenfions have al- 
ways been brought forward either 
as detached or as preliminary points, 
diftinét from the main object of ne- 
gotiation, and accompanied, in eve- 
ry inftance, with an exprefs referve 
of farther and unexplained de- 
mands. 
The points which, in purfuance 
of this Eeitesn, the Plenipotentiaries 
of the enemy propofed for feparate 
difcuffion in their firit conferences 
with his Majefty’s minifter, were at 
ence frivolous and offenfive; none 
of them productive of any folid ad- 
vantage to France, but all calculated 
to raife new obftacles in the way of 
eace. And to thefe demands was 
oon after added another, in its form 
unprecedented, in its fubftance ex- 
- travagant, and fuch as could origi- 
nate only in the moft determined 
and inveterate hoftility. The prin- 
ciple of mutual compenfation, be- 
fore exprefsly admitted by common 
confent, as the juft and equitabie 
bafis of negotiation, was now dif- 
claimed; every idea of moderation 
or reafon, every appearance of juf- 
tice, was difregarded; and a con- 
_ceffion was required from his Ma- 
_jefty’s Plenipotentiary, as a preli- 
‘inary and indifpenfable condition 
Vou. XXXIx. 
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of negotiation, which muft at once 
have fuperfeded all the objeéts, and 
precluded all the means of treating. 
France, after incorporating with 
her own dominions fo large a por- 
tion of her conquefts, and affecting 
to have deprived herfelf, by her 
own internal regulations, of the 
power of alienating thefe valuable 
additions of territory, did not f{cru- 
ple to demand from his Majefty the 
abfolute and unconditional fur- 
render of all that the energy of his 
people, and the valour of his fleets 
and armies have conqutred in the 
prefent war, either from France, or 
from her allies. She required that 
the power of Great Britain fhould be 
confined within its former limits, at 
the very moment when her own 
dominion was extended toa degree 
almoft unparalleled in hiftory. She 
infifted, that in proportion to the 
increafe of danger, the means of 
refiftance fhould be diminifhed; and. 
that his Majefty fhould give up, 
without compenfation, and inio the 
hands of his enemies, the neceilary ~ 
defences of his poffeflions, and the 
future fafeguards of his empire. 
Nor was even this demand brought 
forward as conftituting the terms of 
peace, but the price of negotiations 
as the condition on which alone his 
Majefty was to be allowed to learn 
what further unexplained demands 
were ftill referved, and to what 
greater facrifices thefe unprece- 
dented conceflions of honour and 
fafetv were to lead. 

Whatever were the impreffions 
which fuch a proceeding created, 
they did not induce the King a- 
bruptly to preclude the means of 
negotiation. In rejecting without 
a moment’s hefitation a demand, 
which could have been made for no 
other reafon than becauie it was in- 
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admiflible, his Majefty, from the 
fixed refolution to avail himfelf of 
every chance of bringing the nego- 
tiation to a favourable iflue, directed 
that an opening fhould {till be left, 
for treating on reafonable and equal 
grounds, fuch as might become the 
dignity of his crown, and the rank 
and {tation in Europe in which it 
has pleafed the Divine Providence 
to place the Britifh nation. 

This temperate and conciliatory 
conduct was ftrongly expreflive of 
the benevolence of his Majefty’s 
intentions; and it appeared for 
fome time to have prepared the 
way for that refult which has been 
the uniform objeé& of all his mea- 
fures. Two months elapfed after 
his Majefty had unequivocally and 
definitively refufed to comply with 
the unreafonable and extravagant 
preliminary which had been de- 
manded by his enemies. During 
all that time the negotiation was 
‘continued open, the: conferences 
were regularly held, and the de- 
mand thus explicitly rejected by 
one party was never once renewed 
by the other. It was not only a- 
bandoned; it was openly difciaim- 
ed; affurances were given in direct 
contradiction to it. Promifes were 
continually repeated, that his Ma- 
jefty’s explicit and detailed propo- 
fals fhould at length be anfwered 
by that which could alone evince a 
real difpofition to negotiate with 
fincerity, by the delivery of a coun- 
ter-project, of a nature tending to 
facilitate the conclufion of peace; 
and the long delays of the French 
government in executing thefe 
promifes were excufed andaccount- 
ed for by an unequivocal declara- 
tion, that France was concerting 
with her allies for thofe facrifices 
en their part, which might afford 
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the means of proceeding in thenes . 
gotiation. Week after week pafled ~ 
over in the repetition of thefe fo- 
lemn engagements on the part of 
his Majefty’s enemies. His defire: 
for peace induced him to wait 
for their completion with ananxiety | 
proportioned to the importance of 
the object; nor was it much to ex- 
pect that his minifter fhould at 
length be informed what was the. 
extent and nature of the conditions 
on which his enemies were difpofed 
to terminate the war. 

Tt was in this ftage of the bufi- 
nefs that, on the 11th of September’ 
the appointment of new Plenipo- 
tentiaries was announced on the 
part of France, under a formal pro-- 
mife that their arrival fhould facili 
tate and expedite the work of peace- 

To renew,\in a fhape ftill more: 
offenfive than before, the inadmif= 
fible demand {fo long before brought 
forward, and fo long abandoned,’ 
was the firft a& of thefe new mef-: 
fengers of peace. And fuch was: 
now the undifguifed impatience of 
the King’s enemies to terminate alk 
treaty, and to exclude all profpect 
of accommedation, that even the 
continuance of the King’s Plenipo- 
tentiary at. the appointed place of 
negotiation was made by them to 
depend on his immediate compli- 
ance with a condition which his 
court had, two months before, ex- 
plicitly refufed, and concerning 


which no further difcuffion, hed 


fince occurred. His reply was fuch: 
as the occafion required; and he 
immediately received.a pofitive and 
written order to depart. from 
France. 
The fubfequent conduc of his 
Majefty’s enemies has aggravated 
even this proceeding, and added. ° 
frefh infuit to this unexampled out- 
ae < rage. — 
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fage. The infurmountable obfta- 
cles which they threw in the way 
of peace were accompanied with an 
oftentatious profeffion of the moft 
pacific difpofitions. In cutting off 
the means of negotiation they ftill 
pretended to retain the ftrongeft 
defire to negotiate: in ordering the 
King’s minifter to quit their coua- 
try, they profeffed the hope of his 
immediate return to it; and in re- 
newing their former inadmiffible 
and rejected demand, they declared 
their confident expectation of a 
{peedy and favourable anfwer. Yet 
before any. anfwer could arrive they 
publifhed a declaration, announcing 
to their country the departure of 
the King’s minifter, and atiempt- 
ing, as in every former inftance, to 
afcribe to the conduct of Great Bri- 
tain the difappointment of the ge- 
neral wifh for peace, and the renew- 
al of all the calamities of war. The 
fame attempt has been prolonged 
in fubfequent communications, e- 
qually infidious and illufory, by 
which they have obvioufly intended 
to furnifh the colour and empty pre- 
tence of a wifh for peace, while 
they have ftill ftudioufly and obfti- 
nately perfifted in evading every 
ftep which could lead to the fuccefs 
of any negotiation ; have continued 
to infifton the fame inadmiffible and 
extravagant preliminary, and have 
uniformly withheld ali explanation 
either on the particulars of the pro- 
pofals of peace, fo long fince deli- 
vered by his Majefty’s minifter, or 
on any other terms on which they 
were themfelves ready to conclude: 
and this in the vain hope, that it 
could be pofiible by any artifice to 
difguife the truth of thefe tranfac- 
_ tions, onthat any exercife of power, 
however defpotic, could prevent 
id fuch fa€ts from being known, felt, 


and underftood, even in France 
itfelf. 

To France, to Europe, and to 
the world, it muft be manifeft that 
the French government (while 
they perfift in their prefent fenti- 
ments) leave his Majefty without 
an aliernative, unlefs he were pre- 
pared to furrender and facrifice to 
the undifguifed ambition of his ene- 
mies the honour of his crown and 
the fafety of his dominions. It 
muft be manifeft, that, inftead of 
fhewing, on their part, any inclina- 
tion to meet his Majefty’s pacific 
overtures on any moderate terms, 
they have never brought themfelves 
to ftate any terms (however exor- 
bitant) on which they were ready 
to conclude peace. They have 
afked as a preliminary (and in the 
form the moft arrogant and offen- 
five) conceffions which the compa- 
rative fituation of the two countries 
would have rendered extravagant 
in any ftage of negotiation; which 
were directly contrary to their own 
repeated profeffions; and which, 
neverthelefs, they peremptorily re- 
quired to be complied with in the 
very outfet; referving an unlimited 
power of afterwards accumulating, 
from time to time, frefh demands, 
increafing in proportion to every 
new conceffion. 

On the other hand, the terms 
propofed by his Majefty have been 
ftated in the moft clear, open, and 
unequivocal manner. The difcuf= 
fion of all the points to which the 
relate, or of any others which the 
enemy might bring forward as the 
terms of peace, has been, on his 
Majefty’s. part, repeatedly called 
for, as often promifed by the 
French Plenipotentiaries, but to 
this day has never yet been obtain- 
ed. The rupture of the negotia- 

2 tion 
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tion is not, therefore, to be af- 
cribed to any pretenfions (however 
inadmiffible) urged as the price of 
peace; not to any. ultimate differ- 
ence on terms, however exorbitant; 
but to the evident and fixed deter- 
mination of the enemy to prolong 
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not be wanting to them, and he. * 
confident they will not be wanting 
to themfelves. He has an anxious 
but a facred and indifpenfable duty 
to fulfil: he will difcharge it with 
refolution, conftancy, and firmnedfs. 
Deeply as he muft regret the con- 


the conteft, and to purfue, at all® tinuance of a war fo deftructive in’ 


hazards, their hoftile defigns againtt 
ithe profperity and fafety of thefe 
kingdoms. 

While this determination conti- 
nues to prevail, his Majefty’s ear- 
neft wifhes and endeavours to re- 
flore peace to his fubjedts muft be 
fruitlefs, But his fentiments re- 
main unaltered. He looks with 
anxious expectation to the moment 
when the government of France 
may fhew a difpofition and {pirit 
in any degree correfponding to his 
own. And he renews even now, 
and before all Europe, the folemn 
declaration, that, in fpite of re- 
peated provocations, and at the 
very moment when his claims have 
been ftrengthened and confirmed 
by that frefh fuccefs which, by the 
bleffing of Providence, has recently 

_ attended his arms, he is yet ready 
(if the calamities of war can now be 
clofed) to conclude peace on the 
fame moderate and equitable prin- 
ciples and terms which he has be- 
fore propofed: the rejection of 
fuch terms muft now, more than 
ever, demonftrate the implacable 
animofity and infatiable ambition of 
thofe with whom he has to contend, 
and to them alone muft the future 
confequences of the prolongation 
of the war be afcribed. 

If fuch unhappily is the fpirit by 
which they are {till a¢tuated, his 
Majefty can neither hefiiate as to 
the principles of his own conduét, 
nor doubt the fentiments and de- 
termination of his people. He wilh 


its progrefs, and fo burthenfome 
even in its fuccefs, he knows the 
character of the brave people whofe 
interefts and honour are entrufted 
tohim. Thefe it is the firft objec 
of his life to maintain; and he is 
convinced, that neither the re- 
fources nor the fpirit of his king- 
doms will be found inadequate 
to this arduous conteft, or unequal 
to the importance and value of the 
objects which are at ftake. He 
trufts that the favour of Providence, 
by which they have always hitherto 
been fupported againft all their 
enemies, will be ftill extended to 
them; and that, under this protec- 
tion, his faithful fubjects, by a refo- 


lute and vigorous application of the 


means which they poffefs, will be 
enabled to vindicate the indepen- 
dence of their country, and to refift 
with juft indignation the affumed 
fuperiority of an enemy againft 
whom they have fought with the 
courage, the fuccefs, and glory of 
their anceftors; and who aims at 
nothing lefs than to deftroy at once 


whatever has contributed to the 
profperity and greatnefs of the Bri- 


tifh empire, all the channels of its 
induftry, and all the fources of its 


power; its fecurity from abroad, 
its tranquillity at home, and above 
all, that conftitution, on whichalone 
depends the undifturbed enjoy- 
ment of its religion, laws, and li- 
berties. 


VW efimninfter, 


Ha 
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His Majefty’s Speech on the Meeting of 
Parliament, Nov. 2d. 797. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


T is matter of great concern to 
me, that the earneft endeavours 
which I have continued to employ 
fince I met you laft in parliament, 
to reftore to my fubjeéts the bleff- 
ings of peace, on fafe and honour- 
able terms, have been rendered in- 
effectual. The declaration which 
I have caufed to be publifhed, and 
the other papers which I have di- 
rected to be laid before you, will 
abundantly prove to you and to the 
world, that every ftep has been 
taken on my part, which would 
tend to accelerate that defirable ob 
ject; and that the long delay and 
final rupture of the negotiation are 
to be attributed folely to the eva- 
five conduc, the unwarrantable 
pretenfions, and inordinate ambi- 
tion of the enemy, and, above all, 
to their inveterate animofity to 
thefe kingdoms. I have the full- 
eft reliance, under Divine Provi- 
dence, on your vigour and wifdom, 
and on the zeal of a great and free 
people, fenfible that they are con- 
tending for their deareft interefts, 
and determined to fhew themfelves 
worthy of the bleflings which they 
are firuggling to defend. Com- 
pelled as we are, by the moft evi- 
dent neceffity, to perfevere in the 
conteft untika more pacific fpirit 
fhall be manifefted on the part of 
the enemy, we have the fatisfaction 
of knowing that we poffefs means 
and refources proportioned to the 
exertions which we may be called 
upon to make. During a period 
of hoftility, our revenue has con- 
tinued to be highly productive, our 
_ national induftry has been extend- 
ed, and our commerce has exceeded 
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its former limits. “The public fpirit 
of my people has been difplayed ; 
my troops, of every defcription, 
have acquired frefh claims to ef- 
teem and admiration; and the re- 


peated fuccefles of my navy have 


been recently crowned by the de- 
cifive vi€tory with which Provi- 
dence has rewarded the exertions 
of my fleet, under the command of 
Admiral Lord Duncan. No event 
could be followed by more import- 
ant and beneficial confequences, or 
form a more brilliant addition to 
thofe numerous heroic exploits; 
which, in the courfe of the prefent 
war, have raifed to a height, hither- 
to unexampled, the naval glory of 
the country. 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Commons, 


I have direéted the neceffary 
eftimates for the year to be laid be- 
fore you. - The ftate of the war, 
and the happy confequences of our 
recent fuccefs, will admit of fome 
diminution in our expences, con- 
fiftently with the vigorous efforts 
which we may have occafion to 
make. In confidering what may 
be the beft mode of defraying the 
heavy expences, Jill unavoidable, 
you will bear in mind the nature of 
the prefent crifis, and that the true 
value of any temporary facrifices 
which it may be neceffary to make, 
can only be eftimated by the im- 
portance of maintaining public 
credit, and of convincing the ene- 
my, that, while we retain an ar; 
dent defire for peace on fafe and 
honourable terms, we poffefs the 
means, as well as the determination, 
to fupport with vigour the ardent 
conteft, as long as it may be necef- 
fary for preferving the honour and 
independence of thefe kingdoms. 

ge ee een >t By 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 

After the experience which I 
have had of your loyalty and attach- 
ment to me, and of your zeal for 
the interefts of my people, I have 
only to recommend to youa per- 
feverance in the fame principles 
which have hitherto aétuated you. 
The events of every day muft im- 
prefs you more and more with a 
fenfe of the bleffings which we de- 
tive from our civil and religious 
eftablifhments, and which have fo 
long diftinguifhed us amongft the 
nations of Europe. Thefe bleffings’ 
can only be preferved by inculcat- 
ing and enforcing a due reverence 
to the laws, by reprefling with 
promptitude every attempt to in- 
terrupt our internal ‘tranquillity, 
and by maintaining inviolate that 
happy conftitution which we in- 
_herit from our anceftors, and on 
which the fecurity and happinefs 
of every clafs of my fubjects effen- 
tially depend. 


His Majefty’s Anfwver to the Addrefs of 
both Houfes of Parliament, on the Sub- 
ject of the Rupture of the late Nego- 


zation. i 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 


OTHING could be more fa- 
tisfactory to me than this 
unanimous declaration of the fenti- 
ments of my two houfes of parlia- 
ment. They are fuch as the con- 
duct and declared intention of the 
enemy could not fail to produce. 
‘We are engaged in a caufe which 
‘js common to us all.; and contend- 
ing for every intereit which a free 
and independent, nation can have 
to maintain. Under the bleflings 
of Providence I look with confi- 
fence to the iffue of this grcat con- 
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teft; but in every event my refor 
lution is taken. It is fuchas I owe 
to God, to my country, and to my- 
felf; and it is confirmed by the 
fentiments which you have this day 
declared to me. I will not be 
wanting to my people, but will 
ftand or fall with them, in the de- 
fence of our religion, and in the 
maintenance of the independence, 
laws, and liberties of thefe king- 
doms. 


Proteft of Earl Fitzcvilliam, on the Rejec- 
tion of his Amendment to the Addre/s 
of their Lordfhifis, November 2d. 


DissENTIENT, 


it ECAUSE the amend- 
: ment, which has been 
reje@ed, appeared to me neceflary 
to fave the honour of this Houfe 
from being implicated in approv- 
ing a negotiation, of which we 
knew little more than that it has 
drawn down new contumelies and 
indignities, new injuries and. out- 
rages, on his Majefty and his peo- 
ple. Of thefe indeed too much 
is already known. His Majefty 
has been advifed to fet forth a de- 
tailed account of them to France, 
to Europe, and to the world, as if 
the late abrupt conclufion of the 
negotiation by the Direétory, and 
the infulting difmiffion of our am- 
baffador, were not the notorious 
and immediate confequence of the 
public voice of France having been 
over-ruled by force and terror; 
and as if all Europe, however in 
great part fubdued alfo by force 
and terror, and America, the only 
part of the world out of Europe 
which is dire€tly connected with 
the fyitem of Europe, were not too 
well acquainted before with the 
" .  difpofition 
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difpofition and principles of the 
common enemy. On his fide, we 
are told that there was a ftudied ac- 
cumulation of every thing that 
could offend and irritate a high- 
minded people, fuch as the people 
-of England once was;—a wanton 
violation of ail the mutually re- 
{peétful forms which long ufage has 
eftablifhed in the intércourfe of free 
nations;—and a final demand (to 
which, from the moment of our 
firft pacific overtures, that arrogant 
power has conftantly recurred) of a 
dire& furrender of our independ- 
ence, by taking his laws and trea- 
ties for the batis of negotiations, 
and indeed for a preliminary to all 
difcuffion. On our fide, it is avow- 
ed that there was a departure from 
all the rules of common prudence, 
by difclofing all our objects before 
we could learn any one definitive 
pretenfion of the enemy, as the 
price of peace; and a patience 
that, it is too much to be feared, 
France, Europe, and the world, to 
which it is declared, may miftake 
for pufillanimity. The circumftanc- 
es which could warrant fuch a con- 
duct, fo contrary to ali common po- 
licy, ought indeed to be weighty 
and grave, if not imperious and ir- 
refiftible, under our prefent circum- 
ftances, to take any ftep which may 
feem, however diftantly, to approve 
that condué, can only tend. to de- 
«cive his Majefty’s minifters as to 
the fentiments of this Houfe, and 
induce ftill greater humiliation, 
which muft terminate in ruin as 
well as in difhonour. No country 
ean be fafe which is not refpeét- 
ed; no country can hope to be 
refpected that does not firft refpe& 
itfelf. 

2dly. Becaufe, having recorded 
my fentiments on the Journals of 
ahis Houfe when this train of mea- 


23% 


fures was new, and the refult of the 
firft experiment yet in fufpenfe, I 
have now the affliction of finding, 
that whatever I had apprehended 
from it has been very much exceed- 
ed by its effects, in raifing the in- 
folence and audacity of the enemy, 
and in breaking down that {pirit 
and energy of government which 
can alone work out our fafety in 
this awful juncture, or give dignity 
and glory to our fall. 
3dly. Becaufe the facrifices which 
his Majefty has lately been advifed 
to offer, and ftill to declare himfelf 
ready to make, cannot now have 
the fame object which the fame, or 
fimilar offers, had on a former occa- 
fion. We were then anxious, by 
the ceflion of our own acquifitions, 
to redeem the moft important part 
of the ancient eftablifhed fyftem 
of Europe, in which a breach had 
been made, and which was menaced 
with ftill greater danger. In diffe- 
rent treaties of peace, fometimes 
England, fometimes France, fome- 
times other ftates, according to the 
circumftances of the junéture, have 
furrendered more or lefs of their ac- 
tual conquetts for the purpofe of re- 
{toring the general balance of pow- 
er, for the general fafety. In fuch 
a peace we fhould have had fome 
apparent fecurity, though flender 
indeed, againft the ambition and 
rinciples of Republican France. 
But our laft propofed facrifices were 
offered merely to obtain peace. 
For that, and for that alone, we 
were prepared to give up poffef- 
fions which, under the laws of war, 
had become our own, whilft the 
enemy had invariably infitted on 
keeping almoft every thing which 
his arms had conquered from the 
other great powers of Europe. 
Every thing that may be neceflary 
to give rational fecurity to an ene- 
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my fhewing a true pacific difpofi- 
tion, would be well furrendered 
without any compenfation; but a 
propofal to purchafe peace, as a 
valuable confideration in itfelf, is a 
diftin® admiffion of inferiority, or 
a proof of pufillanimity, never ho- 
nourable, and therefore never fafe 
to a great nation, efpecially in the 
face of an enemy who meafures all 
right by power and audacity; and 
againft whom, it was admitted in 
debate by his Majefty’s minifters, 
¢ That no fecurity could be found 
in peace, without uncommon cau- 
tion, and an uncommon degree of 
warlike preparation.” A treaty 
formed on fuch a principle may be 
complimented with “the name of 
peace, but it will be in effed only a 
fufpenfion of aétive hoftility, with- 
out any of the advantages of: peace, 
and fubject to all the expences and 
dangers of war. seh Tae: 
4thly. Becaufe the whole con- 
duét, as well as-declarations of the 
enemy, fince the opening of the laft 
teflion, had been particularly point- 
ed againft this country, fo as to 
leave no rational ground of expect- 
ing any event from negotiation but 
that which has followed, ef unavail- 
ing humiliation, ©The original trea- 
ty of France with America was moft 
unjuftly infringed, and avowedly 
becanfe the latter country would 
not infift on our granting nominally 
to her, but really to France, excep- 
tionsandimmunities derogated from 
the general maritime law refpeting 
neutral nations, while-ne cne word 
of conciliation was ever ufed to- 
wardsus. Our ally the Empetor was 
by turns menaced and carefled, to 
induce him to liften to a feparate 
peace: And in the very outfet of 
our late negotiation, his Majefty has 
declared that “ Modes were infift- 
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ed upon, the moft inconfiftent with 


the enemy’s own conduét in every 


other inftance.”” What has never 
yet been demanded by that infolent 
government from any other great 
ftate of Europe, was exacted from 
us, that we fhould become acceffa- 
riés in violating all the ancient 
ufages, invented and received ta 
guard the independency and digni- 
ty even of the weakeft powers. 
No tolerably fecure aiid honoura- 
ble peace could have come, or ever 
can come, from a negotiation com- 
menced and continued in that fpi- 
rit. bias 

5thly. Becaufe, while his Majef- 
ty perfifted ina difpofition to treat, 
and when he again offered in his 
public declaration to ratify the 
terms before propofed by him, the 
whole ground had failed on which 
alone his Majefty had been induced, 
on the 8th ef December, 1793, to 
declare,’ for the firft time, a defire 
of meeting any difpofition which 
the enemy ‘might manifeft to nego- 
tiate a general peace on juft and 
fuitable terms. That ground, as it 
was previoufly explained to us by 
his Majetty’s {peech on the open- 
ing of that feffion; and as all his 
Maiefty’s minifters conftantly ar- 
gued in debate, was the eftablifh- 
ment in France “ of an order of 
things compatible with the tran- 
quillity “of other countries, and af- 
fording a reafonable expe¢tation of 
fecurity and permanence in any 
treaty which might be concluded.” 
Siich-an order'of things was bene- 
velently hoped by his Majefty to 
have been eftablifhed in the third 
new conftitution made in the fourth 
year -of the French Republic. In 
the interim between our two ne- 
gotiations at Paris arid at Lifle, the 
firft eleGtion, ‘not immediately con- 
pacgle ses “+ trouled 
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trouled by an armed force, came on 
under that conftitution. The true 
voice of the majority of France was 
for the firft time heard, and heard 
againit the aual government of 
that wretched country. The ar- 
mies were called in to ftifle that 
voice. ‘The principal leaders of the 
two legiflative councils were {eized 
and tranfported without any form 
of trial:—~a new and unheard-of 
thing even in the hiftory of their 
injuitice; — nearly two-thirds of 
France were disfranchifed ; the 
prefs filenced; the clergy again 
profcribed, and the moft arbitrary 
and ferocious meafiires threatened, 
as well as fome abfolutely taken, 
againft all that remains of the no- 
bility, gentry, and magiitracy of the 
ancient monarchy. The power 
Aow eftablithed is notorioufly the 
very fame in chara¢ter, in maxims, 
and in condné, as well as for the 
moft oe exercifed or fupported by 
the fame men, with the govern- 
ment which exifted at, and foon af- 
ter, the commencement of the war; 
and which was truly defcribed in 
his Majefty’s declaration of the 29th 
of Oétober, 1793, as a “ ftate of 
things that could not exift in France 
without involving all the furround- 
ing Powers in one common danger, 
without giving them the right, with- 
out Impofing it upon them as a du- 
ty, to ftop the progrefs of an evil 
which exifted only by the fuccef- 
five violation of all law and all 
roperty; and which attacked the 
undamental principles by which 
mankind are united in the bonds 
of civil fociety.” It was againtt 
that government “’that his “Ma- 
jefty then called upon the peo- 
ple of France to join the ftandard 
of an hereditary monarchy, in order 
to unite themfelves once more un- 
der the empire of law, of morality, 
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and religion.” |The continuance 
of the fame fort of governthent, 
changing never as to its fandamen- 
tal principles, though fluctuating 
perpetually as to the perfons of the 
ufurpers who occafionally tyrannize 
over the enflaved people, has con- 
firmed me more than ever in my 
full affent to the wifdom of his Ma- 

jefty’s declaration then made. 
6thly. Becaufe, though the moft 
abfolute and overruling neceffity 
could hardly palliate, much lefs 
juftify, the facrifices which the late 
negotiation would have made of 
our dignity, honour, and jndepen- 
dence, together with our acquifi- 
tions; yet we have the fatisfaction 
of knowing how and when his Ma- 
jefty’s minifters advifed him in his 
declaration to repeat his offers of 
peace. They alfo know that nos 
thing in any degree approaching to 
fuch neceffity exifts. The relative 
fituation.of this kingdom with re- 
gard to France, is much improved 
fince laft year. We have loft no- 
thing ;—we have gained fomething. 
The extenfion of the enemy’s do~ 
minion, under the name of protec- 
tion, in the interior of Italy, gives 
him little additional means of im~ 
mediately annoying us. The ma- 
rine af thofe allies, through whom | 
alone he hoped to aét againft us, has 
been crippled by our glorious vic- 
tories. We are fecure from him, 
and he is left open by the indifput- 
ed fuperiority of our navy, to our 
attack, if his Majefty fhall be ad- 
vifed to call forth the fpirit and 
energy of his people, and to carry 
fuccour and affiftance to the majo- 
rity of that nation groaning under 
the tyranny of the ufurpation, and 
manifefting, on every occafion, fen- 
timents of difaffection and hoftility 
towards the eftablifhment deceit- 
fully and cruelly impofed on them 
as 
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as a mild and beneficent conftitu- 
tion.. This is a ftate of things not 
the refult of my fpeculation, but 
derived from the admiffion of the 
ufurpers themfelves. It is by them 
brought forward in their late decla- 
rations as their juftification, and 
as the imperious and irrefiftible mo- 
tive for violently disfranchifing fo 

Jarge a majority of the nation of 

thofe rights and privileges upon 

which, as upon an unalterable bafis, 
the pretended liberties of their Re- 
public were built and eftablifhed. 

The pecuniary diftrefs and embar- 

raffments of the enemy have en- 

creafed, fo as to have been a pre- 
tence for fome of the late violent 
proccedings in France; while, on 
the contrary, the enquiries of our 
committees have long fince prepar- 
ed the Houfe to anticipate the 
pleafing affurances of his Majefty, 

“That we poffefs means and re- 

fources proportionate to the objects 

which wereat ftake; that our reve- 

nue has continued highly produc- 

tive, our national induftry has been 

extended, and our commerce has 

furpaffed its formaer limits.” 
WeEntWwoRTH FirzwiILLiaM. 
GeorceR. 

Additional Inftructions to the Commanders 
of all our Shifis of War and Privateers 
that fave, or may have, Letters of 
Marque againft France, Spain, or the 
Subjects of the United Provinces, inha- 
biting within any of their Countries, 

| Territories, and Dominions. Given at 
our Court at St. James's, the 20th day 
of November, 1797, in the 38ih Year 
of our Reign. 


HEREAS we have thought 
; it expedient that permif- 
fion fhould be given to veficls be- 


longing to the fubjeé&ts of his Ca= 
tholic Majefty, having not more 
than one deck, to trade between 
the free ports eftablifhed in the 
ifland of Jamaica, and alfo in the 
Bahama Iflands, and the Spanith 
colonies in America, according to 
the regulations of the feveral acts 
for eftablifhing free ports in our 
Weft India iflands, notwithitanding 
the prefent hoftilities. And where- 
as we have thought it expedient 
that, notwithftanding the faid hof- 
tilities, permiffion fhould likewife 
be given to any Britifh veffels na- 
vigated according to the laws now 
in force, to trade between the faid 
free ports in the ifland of Jamaica 
and in the faid Bahama Iflands and 
the Spanifh colonies in America, 
provided fuch Britifh and Spanifh 
veffels that fhall trade between the 
faid free ports in the ifland of Ja- 
maica and the faid Spanifh colonies, 
fhall have a licence from the Go- 
vernor or Commander in Chief of 
our ifland of Jamaica; and that 
fuch Britifh and Spanith vefiels that 
fhall trade between the free ports 
in the Bahama Iflands and the faid - 
Spanifh colonies, fhall have a h- 
cence from the Governor or Com- 
mander in Chief of the Bahama 
Iflands; and provided fuch Britifh 
and Syanifh veffels fhali import into 
the free ports of Jamaica’and the 
Bahama. Iflands fuch goods only as 
are hereafter enumerated, viz. wool, 
cotton-wocl, indigo, cochineal, 
drugs of all forts, cocoa, tobacco, 
logwood, fuftic, and all forts of 
wood for dyers ufe; hides, {kins, 
and tallow; beaver, and all forts of 
furs; tortoife-fhells, hard wood, or 
mili-timber, mahogany, and all o- 
ther woods for cabinet-ware ; horfes, 
affes, mules, and cattle, being the 
growth and production of any ei 
t 
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the colonies or plantations in Ame- 
rica, belonging to the crown of 
Spain; and all coin or bullion, dia- 
Monds or precious ftones, coming 
from thence; and provided fuch 
Britifh and Spanith veffels thall ex- 
port from fuch free ports only the 
faid goods and commodities; and 
alfo rum, the produce of any Bri- 
tifh ifland, and negroes, which fhall 
have been legally imported; and 
alfo all goods, wares, merchandizes, 
and manufactures, which fhall have 
been legally imported, except mafts, 
yards, or bow-{prits, pitch, tar, tur- 
pentine, and all other naval or mi- 
litary ftores, and tobacco. The 
commanders of our fhips of war, 
and of fhips commiffioned with let- 
ters of marque, are hereby required 
and enjoined not to detain or mo- 
left any fuch Spanifh veffels, or any 
Britith veffels, trading between the 
free ports in the faid iflands and 
the Spanifh colonies in America, 
provided they are dona fide employed 
in Carrying on their trade conform- 
ably to. the refpective regulations 


hereinabove defcribed, and have a | 


licence for that purpofe from the 
Governor or Commander in Chief 
of the faid iflands refpedtively ; and 
in cafe fuch fhip fo licenced thould 
be captured and brought into any 
Ph, through mifapprehenfion or 
reach of our order, our courts of 
Admiralty and Vice-Admiralty are 
hereby required to liberate the 
fame, as being under the protec- 

tion of our Special Commiffion, 

By his Majefty’s command, 
(Signed) PoRTLAND. 


Letter from the King of Great Britain, 
as Elector of Hanover, to his I. mperial 
Majefly. 

PXHE letter of the 7th of Sep- 
tember, 1796, with which 
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your Imperial Majefty has favoured 
me, re{pecting the poffeffion of the 
territory of the imperial city of 
Nuremberg, of the dependencies of 
the bifhopric of Eichftadt, and of 
the immediate command in Fran- 
conia, I hold asa precious monu- 
ment of the fentiments of juftice 
and paternal folicitude by which 
your Majefty evinces the cordial 
concern you feel for the preferva- 
tion of the Germanic conftitution, 
and for the punétual obfervance 
of the Eleétoral capitulation: a 
conduct which cannot fail confider- 
ably to contribute to the glory of 
your Imperial Majefty’s reign. 

I received that letter with fenti- 
ments of veneration equal to the 
gratitude that was excited in my 
breaft by the kind confidence of 
which your Imperial Majefty has 
thereby given fo ftriking a proof: 
and I accordingly could not but pay 
the moft fcrupulous attention to 
the object in queftion, and ponder 
on it with all the anxiety which the 
mott vivid intereft could infpire. 

Your Majefty, doubtlefs, can be 
no ftranger to the principles I pro- 
fefs refpecting the maintenance of 
the hon of the Empire, and the 
regard due to its laws, as alfo to 
the uniform difpofition which will 
invariably induce me to do every 
thing in my power that can contri- 
bute to that end. I have by no 
means neglected to confider the 
importance and extenfive confe- 
quences conneéted with the events 
in queftion; and I cannot but ap- 
plaud the profound wifdom of the 
meafures which your Majefty has 
adopted. Your Majefty has ex- 
preffed a defire to be acquainted 
with my fentiments and opinion on 
this fubje@t, and alfo that I would 
employ my interpofition with the 
King of Pruffia: and indeed I Hoe 

, that 
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that the interpofition fuggefted by 


your Majefty, of all the Ele@ors of 


the Empire, with his Pruffian Ma- 
jefty, ts, in the exifting cireum- 
ftances, highly expedient; as, from 
the entire confidence repofed in the 
fentiments and opinion of his Pruft 
fian Majefty, the Electors are induc- 
ed to hope that he will not inter- 
rupt the courfe of juitice, but that 
he will exprefs his decided prefe- 
rence that the lawful poffeffors 
thould be protected in the enjoy- 
ment of their rights. I am con- 
‘cious, therefore, that I comply 
with the withes of your Imperial 
Majefty, by fending to his Prufiian 
Majetty the letter, a copy of which 
¥ do not fcruple to annex to the 
prefent. Nothing fhall ever be 
more agreeable to me than to feize 
every opportunity of proving to 
your Imperial Majefty, on every 
occafion, how unfeignedly I confide 
in him, and thus to convince him 
of the high efteem with which I al- 
ways am 
Your Imperial Majefty’s, &c. 
(Signed) Georce R. 
St. James’s, Feb. V7, 1797. 


Letter from the King of Great Britain, 
Se. to the King of Pruffia. 


6 Bes perfect confidence I re- 
pofe in the patriotic fenti- 
ments of your Majefty, as well as 
the friendfhip which, I flatter my- 
felf, your Majefty entertains for 
me, induce me without any hefita- 
tion to acquaint you, that his Im- 
perial Majefty has written to me, as 
an Elector of the Empire, a private 
and circumftantial letter refpecting 
the taking poffeffion of the impe- 
‘rial city of Nuremberg, of the de- 
pendencies of Kichftadt, and of the 
7 a - - 9 - 


“ 


Equeftrian order, which took place . 
laft year on the part of your Ma- 
jefty, on account of your principa- 
ities of Brandenbourg, in Franco- 
nia. His Imperial Majefty has ex- 
preifed a defire that I would commu- 
nicate to him my fentiments on this 
fubjeé, and alfo that I would employ 
my interpofition with your Majefty. 
Whereas his Imperial Majefty, in 
the differences that have arifen on 
this occafion, is only defirous to 
fulfil the duty prefcribed to him by 
the capitulation of the Empire, in 
a manner that muft highly redound 
to his honour, and at the fame time 
to manifeft the high confideration 
which he entertains for your Ma- 
jefty, I accordingly held it my duty, 
in my capacity of Eleétor, and in 
compliance with my obligations, 
not to refufe the requeft of his Im- 
perial Majefty. I am, however, far 
from being difpofed to ereét my- 
felf into a judge of the juftice of 
your Majefty’s pretenfions, or 
even to enter into a difcuffion of 
the principles on which they are 
grounded. I feel it fufficient to 
rely on your Majefty’s wifdom and 
abilities, which fo fully enable your 
Majefty to judge of every thing 
that belongs to the fyftem and con- 
ftitution of the Germanic Empire, 
in the prefervation of which your 
Majefty has principally taken on 
you to be vigilant; and for this I 
depend on the noble and generous 
fentiments by which your Majefty, 
of your own accord, feemed to 
have regulated your condué¢t in the 
inftructions publifhed the 17th of 


“March, 1792, with regard to the 


regencies of Anfpach and Baircuth, 
efpecially refpeéting the preten- 
fions and difference which might 
arife in thofe principalities. Thefe 
fentiments and this conduct of your 


Majetiy, 


__ affociation 
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Majefty, leave me no doubt but that 
it is your Majefty’s intention to 
fupport, on conftitutional grounds 
only, your claims of your neigh- 
bours in Franconia; and confe- 
quently that you will leave thofe 
lefs powerful co-eftates and pro- 
prietories of the Empire in the en- 
joyment of what the laws fecure to 
them, and of what your Majefty 
grants to your own fubjects againft 
yourfelf, to wit, their maintenance 
and re-eftablifhment in a juft and 
inconteftible poffeffion. 

While I moft willingly, on the 
prefent occafion, manifeft the moft 
perfeét confidence in your Majefty, 
I at the fame time take the oppor- 
tunity of renewing to your Majef- 
ty the affurances of the high efteem 
with whichI am, &c. 

(Signed) GeorceR. 
_ St. James's, Feb. 17, 1797. 


PLAN SENT TO ALL THE PARISHES 
OF GREAT BRITAIN, MAY, 1797. 


Plan of a General Affaciation of the In- 
habitants of the Parifh of : 

to ferve without Pay, for the Protec- 

~ tion thereof, in cafe of any Emergency, 

at the Reguifition of the Civil Power, 

- to be fubmitted to the Confideration of a 
Kefiry to be called for that Purfofe. 


1ft. GENERAL affociation 
fhall be formed, which 
= fhall be compofed of 
houfeholders, and fuch other in- 
_ mates as fhall be recommended by 
tivo houfeholders at the leaft, being 
themfelves members of the affo- 
ciation, and approved, if judged 
neceflary, by a committee of the 
affociation to be chofen ata gene- 
ral meeting. 
_ 2d. That the members of the af- 
fociation fliall put down their names 


» Be 
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and places of abode in a book, to be 
provided and kept in the veftry for 
that purpofe. 

3d. The parith to be divided in- 
to diftri@s; the inhabitants of each 
diftrict who enroll themfelves, to be 
divided into claffes of fifty each, to 
be commanded by an inhabitant of 
that diftriét, who fhall be confidered 
as captain of the clafs, and aét as 
fuch, under.a commiffion from his 
Majeity. This officer to be recom- 
mended by a committee of the aflo- 
ciation to the Lord Lieutenant, 
Each clafs fhall carry a flag to dif- 
tinguifk it, and the perfen who is to 
carry it fhall be nominated by the 
captain of each clafs. 

4th. The majority of any clafs 
fhail be empowered to rejeét from 
that clafs any individual, whether 
heufeholder or inmate, who fhall 
appear to them tobe an unfit mem- 
ber thereof. tat © 

5th. In cafe of alarm, and at the 
requifition of the civil power, the 
clafs to be »ffembled at a rendez~ 
vous, which fhall be previoufly ap- 
pointed by the captain. 

6th. Piace of general rendezvous 
for all the claffes fhail be appointed 
by the committee of affociation, 

7th. All perfons.enrolling them- 
felves, to furnifh their own arms; 
which arms fhall be either firelocks 
and bayonets, pikes, or any other 
arms which fhall be approved of by 
the committee. 

8th. A lift of the members in 
each clafs to be made, and a copy 
lodged with each member in that 
clais, together with a copy of fuch 
inftructions, figned by the captain 
of the clafs, as may be found necef- 
fary for their more fpeedily colle@- 
ing together, in cafe of alarm, and 
for regulating the proper quantity 
of ammunition which each member 
rer , furnithed 
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furnifhed with a firelock fhall con- 
ftantly be provided with. 

9th. No member of the affocia- 
tion to be required to meet to exer- 
cife; but each clafs may be mufter- 
ed with their arms by its captain, at 
fuch convenient and ftated times as 
fhall be agreed upon; thofe who 
furnifh themfelves with firelocks 
will, at their requeft, be allowed a 
ferjeant or corporal by government, 
to teach them the ufe of fire-arms, 
in order that they may more con- 
veniently aét together, either in fe- 
parate clafles, or jointly with others 
in the fame clafs, as fhall be agreed 
upon by the members of the aflo- 
ciation *. 

10th. A hat and feather, or fome 
other mark of diftinGtion, to be 
adopted; or thofe provided with 
firelocks, if formed into claffes by 
themfelves, to have an uniform if 
they chufe it. 

11th. Not to go out of the parith, 
except of their own accord. 

12th. No perfon who is engaged 
in any military corps, or other af- 
fociation, to be appointed as cap- 
tain; but fuch perfons may enroll 
themfelves, and only engage to 
join this aflociation when not called 
away by other duties. 

N. 8. The above plan is only 
fuggefted as a general outline, which 
may be varied and modified in fuch 
manner as may beft fuit the local 
fituations and convenience of the 
inhabitants of fuch parifhes as fhall 
think proper to aflociate for the 
mutual fecurity and protection of 
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themfelves and their property, up* ° 
on the principle here laid down. : 
As fome {mall expences muft ne 
ceflarily be incurred for the pur- 
chafe of flags for the different claffes, 
paying for the ftamps ofthe commif- 
fions (his Majefty being gracioufly 
pleafed to. grant them free of every 
other expence} and fome other 
trifling incidental charges, a fub- 
{cription to be opened, where eve- 
ry houfeholder who approves~ of 
this plan, and will give it his fup- 
port, may fub{cribe any fmall fum 
that he pleafes, not exceeding the 
amount of fhillings, to de- 
fray the fame. 
Such female houfeholders as are 
willing to fignify their approbation’ 
of this plan, and give their fupport 
to it, to be requefted to authorife 
fome houfeholder in the parifh, who 
is himfelfa member of the affocia- 
tion, to fign their names, and to at- 
teft that it is by their authority ; 
and in that cafe fuch female houfe- 
holder may, in concurrence with 
another houfeholder, being a mem-, 
ber of the aflociation, recommend 
any houfeholders or inmates, being 
proper perfons, to join in the affo- 
ciation; and the perfon fo recom- 
mended fhall be inrolled in like 
nanner as the other members of 
the affociation. 


Papers relating to the Mutiny. 


PETITIONS OF THE SEAMEN. 
To the Right Honourable and the Honcur~ 


* This will be determined in each parifh, upon a confideration of what may’ 
beft fuir the mutual convenience of the feveral members, according to their 
relative fituations in point of neighbourhood, and te the arms which they mean to 


furnifh themfelves with. 


+ This will be governed by the agreement which the affociation fhall come to 


upen the gth articie. 


- } : 


SY ATE. (PAP ERAS 


_ able Knights, Citizens, and Burgeffes 
in Parliament affembled. 


The humble Petiticn of the Seamen and 
Mearines on board his Majefly’s Shifts, 
in behalf of them/clves, 

Humbly fheweth, 
ead your petitioners, relying 

on the candour and juftice of 
your Honourable Houfe, make 
bold to lay their grievances before 
you, hoping that, when you reflect 
on them, you will pleafe to give 
redrefs, as far as your wifdom {hill 
deem neceflary. 

“We beg leave to remind your 
auguit affembly, that the act of par- 
liament paffed in the reign of King 
Charles IJ. wherein the wages of 
all feamen ferving on board his 
Majefty’s fleet was fettled, paffed at 
atime when the necefiaries of life, 
and flops of every denomination, 
were at leaft thirty per cent. cheap- 
er than at the prefent time; which 
enabled feamen and marines to pro- 
vide better for their families than 
we can do now with one half ad- 
vance. 

We therefore requeft your ho- 
nourable houfe will be fo kind as to 
revife the act before mentioned, 
and maké fuch amendments therein 
_ as will enable your Petitioners, and 
their families to live in the fame 
comfortable manner as feamen and 
marines did at that time. 

Your Petitioners, with all humi- 
lity laid their grievances before the 


Honourable Earl Howe, and flat-. 


tered ourfelves with the hopes that 
his Lordfhip would have been an 
advocate for us, as we have been 
repeatedly under his command, and 
made the Britifh flag ride triumph- 
antly over that of our enemies. 
But, to our great furprife, we find 


’ 
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‘ourfelves unproteéted by him, who 


has feen fo many inftances of our 
intrepidity, in carrying the Britif, 
Flag into every part of the feas with 
victory and fuccefs. 

We profefs ourfelves as loyal to 
our Sovereign, and zealous in the 
defence of our country, as the army 
or militia can be, and efteem our- 
felves equally entitled to his Ma- 
jefty’s munificence; therefore with 
jealoufy we behold their pay aug- 
mented, and their out-penfions of 
Chelfea coliege increafed to thir- 
teen pounds per annum, while we 
remain neglected, and the out-pen- 
fioners of Greenwich have only fe- 
ven pounds per annum. 

Ve, your petitioners, therefore, 
humbly implore that you will take 
thefe matters into confideration, 
and, with your accuftomed goodneis: 
and liberality, comply with the 
prayer of this Petition—and your 
petitioners, as in duty bound, will 
ever pray, &c. 

We, the Delegates of the Fleet, 
hereunto fign our names for 
the fhips companies: 

Royal George—V. alentine Joyce, John 
Morris. 

Quten Charlotte — Patrick Glynn, 
John Udilefon. } 

Ryyal Savereizn—Jofeph Green, John 

, Richardfon. 

London—Alexander Harding, Wil- 
liam Ruly. 

Glory— Patrick Dugan, John Bethell.- 

Duke — Michael Adams, William 
Anderfon. 

MJars—Thomas Allen, James Blithe. 

Marlborough——John Vathia, Wilkiam: 
Senator. 

Ramilies—Charles 
Clear. 

Robufi—David Wiilfon, John Scri-. 


veneer. 


Berry,. George 


E Inpetueux—e 
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L'Impetuenx—John Witna, William 
Porter. 

Defence —George Galaway, James 
Barrenck. 


Terrible —- Mark Turner, George. 


Salked. 
La Ponjice—William Potts, James 
Melvin. 

Minotauy—Dennis Lawley, George 
Crofland. 
Defiarce — John Saunders, John 

Hufband. 


To the Right Fi onourable the Lords Com 
mijfioners of the Admiralty. 


My Lords, 

WE, the feamen of his Majetty’s 
navy, take the liberty of addrefiing 
your Lordfhips in an humble peti- 
tion, fhewing the many hardthips 
and oppreiligns we have laboured 
under for many years, and which 
we hope your Lordfhips will redrefs 
as foon as poiible. We flatter 
ourfelves that your Lordfhips, to- 
gether with the nation in general, 
will acknowledge our worth and 
good fervices, both in the American 
war as well as the prefent; for 
which good fervice your Lordfhips 

etitioners do unanimoufly agree 
in opinion, that their worth to the 
nation, and laborious induftry in 
defence of their country, deferve 
{ame better encouragement than 
that we meet with at prefent, or 
from any we have’ experienced. 
We, your petitioners, do not boaft 
of our good fervices for any other 
purpofe than that of putting you 
and the nation in mind of the re- 
fpeét due to us, nor do we ever in- 
tend to deviate from our former 
character; fo far from any thing of 
that kind, or that an Englifhman or 
men fhould turn their coats, we 
likewife agree in opinion, that we 


fhould fuffer double the hardfhips 
we have hitherto experienced be- 
fore we would fuffer the crown of 
England to be in the leaft impofed- 
upon by that of any other power im 
the world; we therefore beg leave 
to inform your Lordfhips of the 
grievances which we at prefent las 
bour under. 

We, your humble petitioners, 
relying that your Lordfhips will 
take into early confideration the 
grievances of which we complain, 
and do not in the leaft doubt but 
your Lordfhips will comply with 
our defires, which are every way 
reafonable. 

The firft grievance we have to 
complain of is, that our wages are 
too low, and ought to be-raifed, 
that we might be the better able to 
fupport our wives and families in a 
manner comfortable, and whom we 
are in duty bound to fupport as far 
as our wages will allow, which, we 
truft, will be looked into by your 
Lordfhips, and the Honourable 
Houfe of Commons in Parliament 
affembled. 

We, your petitioners, beg that 
your Lordships will take into con- 
fideration the grievances of which 
we complain, and now lay before: 
you. 

Firft, That our provifions be 
raifed to the weight of fixteen 
ounces to the pound, and of a bet- 
ter quality; and that our meafures 
may be the fame as thofe ufed in 
the commercial trade of this 
country. 

Secondly, That your petitioners 
requeft your Honours will be pleaf- 
ed to obferve, there fhould be no 
flour ferved while we are in “har- 
bour, in any port whatever, under 
the command of the Britifh flag; 
ang alfo, that there might be grant- 

ed 
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ed a fufficient quantity of vegetables 
of fuch»kind as may be the moft 


‘plentiful in the ports to which we 


go; which we grievoufly complain 
and lay. under the want of. 

Thirdly, That your Lordfhips 
will be pleafed ferioufly to look 
into the ftafe of the fick .on board 
his: Majefty’s fhips, that they. may 


be» better attended to, and, that: 


they may have the ufe of fuch ne- 
ceffaries as are allowed for them in 
time of: ficknefs; and: that thefe 
neceflaries be not on any account 
embezzled. 

Fourthly, That your Lordfhips 
will be! fo kind as to look into this 
affair, which is nowife unreafon- 
able; and that we may be. looked 


upon asa number of men ftanding. 


in defence of our country ; and that 
we may in fomewife have grant and 
opportunity to tafte the fweets of 
liberty on-fhore, when in any har- 
bour; and when we have completed 
thetiuty of our fhip, after,our re- 
turn from: fea: and that no'man 
may encroach upon his liberty, there 
fhall be a boundary limited, and 
thofe trefpafiing any further, with- 
out a written order from the com- 
manding officer, fhall be punifhed 
according to the rules of the navy ; 
which is a natural requeft, and con- 
genial to the heart of man, and cer- 
tainly to us, that you make the 
boaft of being the guardians of the 
land. . 

. Fifthly, That if any) man is 
wounded in action, his pay be con- 
tinued until he is cured and dif- 
charged; and if any fhip has any 
real grievances to complain of, we 
hope your Lordfhips will readily 
redrefs them, as far as in your pow- 
er, to prevent any difturbances. 

» It is alfo unanimoutly agreed by 
ws Vou. XXXIX. 
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the fleet, that, from this day, no 
grievances fhall be received, in 
order to convince the nation at 
large, that we know when to ceafe 
to afk, as well as to begin, and that 
we afk nothing but what is mode- 
rate, and may be granted without 
detriment to the nation, or injury 
to the fervice. 


Given on board the Queen 
Charlotte, by the Delegates 
of the Fleet, the 18th day of 
April, 1797. 

[The Sionatures to this Petition are 
exaily the fame as thofe affixed to the 
preceding one. | 


Anfwer of the Commiffioners for execut- 
ing the Office of Lord High Admiral 
of Great Britain and Ireland, ©. ta 


the above Petitions. 


HAVING taken into confidera- 
tion the Petitions tranfmitted by 
your Lordfhip, from the crews of 
his Majefty’s fhips under your com- 
mand ; and having the ftrongeft de- 
fire to attend to all the complaints 
of the feamen of his Majefty’s na- 
vy, and to grant them every juft 
and reafonable redrefs ; and having 
confidered the difference of the 
price of the neceflaries of life at 
this and at that period when the 
pay of feamen was eftablifhed, we 
do hereby require and direct your 
Lordthip to take the {fpeedieft me- 
thod of communicating to the fleet, 
That we have refolved to recom- 
mend it to his Majefty, to propofe 
to Parliament to increafe the wages 
of feamen in his Majefty’s navy in 
the following proportions, viz. 

To add Four Shillings per month to the 
wages of Petty Officers and Able Seamen : 

Three Shillings per month to the wages 
of Ordinary Seamen; and 
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Tu Shillings fer month to the wages 
of Landmen. 


That we have refolved, that 
feamen wounded in a¢tion fhall be 
continued in pay until their wounds 
are healed, or until, being declared 
unferviceable, they fhall receive a 
penfion, or betreceived into the 
Royal Hofpital at Greenwich; and 
that having a perfeé& confidence in 
the zeal, loyalty, and courage of all 
the feameh in the fleet, fo generally 
expreffed in their petition, and in 
their earneft defire of ferving their 
country with that fpirit which al- 
ways fo eminently diftinguifhed 
Britifh feamen, we have come to 
this refolution the more readily, that 
the feamen may have, as early as 
poflible, an opportunity of fhewing 
their good difpofitions, by return- 
ing to their duty, as it may be ne- 
ceffary that the fleet fhould fpeed- 
ily put to fea, to meet the enemy 
of the country. 

Given under our hands, at Portf- 

mouth, 18th April, 1797. 
SPENCER, 
ARDEN, 
W. Young. 
To the Right Honourable 
Lord Bridport. 


Tue Seamens Rep ty. 
WE received your Lordfhips 


anfwer to our petition; and in or- 
der to convince your Lordfhips, 
and the nation in general, of our 
moderation, beg leave to offer the 
following remarks to’ your ¢onfi- 
deration, viz. — That there never 
has exifted but two orders of men 
in the navy, able and. ordinary, 
therefore ihe diftinétion between 
ordinary and Jandmen is totally 
new; we therefore humbly propofe 
to your Lordfhips, that the old re- 
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gulations be adhered to: that the» 


wages of able feamen be raifed to 
one fhilling per day, and that of 
petty officers, and the ordinary, in 


the ufual proportion: And asa fur- 


ther proof of our moderation, and 
that we are a¢tuated by a true fpirit 
of benevolence towards our bre- 
thren, the marines, who are not 
noticed in your Lordfhips anfwer, 
we humbly propofe that their pay 


be augmented, while ferving on 


board, in the fame proportion as 
ordinary feamen. This we hope 
and truft will be a convincing proof 
to your Lordfhips that we are not 


actuated by a fpirit of contradiction,’ 


but that we earneftly with to put 
afpeedy end to the prefent affair. 
We beg leave to ftate to your Lord- 


fhips, the penfions from Green-. 


wich Coilege, which we earneftly 
with to be raifed to ten pounds 
per annum; and, in order to main- 
tain which, we humbly propofe to 
your Lordfhips, that every feaman 
employed in the merchant fervice, 
inftead of fixpence per month, 
which he now pays, fhall hereafter 
pay one fhilling per month, which, 
we truft, will raife a fund fully ade- 
quate to the purpofe; and as this in 
time of peace muit be paid by your 
petitioners, we truft it will give a 
convincing proof of our difintereft- 
ednefs and moderation: We 
would alfo recommend that this re- 
gulation be extended to the feamen 


in the fervice of the Eaft India — 


Company, as we know by experi- 
ence that there are few failors em- 
ployed by them but who have been 
in the Royal Navy; and we have 
feen them with our own eyes, after 


ficknefs, or other accident ‘has difs 
abled them, without any hope of 


relief or fupport, but from their 
former fervices in the navy.—-As to 


ee 
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provifions: That they be augment- 
€d to fixteen ounces tothe pound of 
bread and meat; cheefe, butter, and 
liquor in proportion, of abetterqua+ 
lity, anda fuiicient quantity of veges 
tables; and that no flour be ferved 
with frefh beef. And we further 
beg leave to inform your Lord- 
fhips, that it is unanimoufly agreed, 
that until the grievances before 
ftated-are redvefled, and an act of 
indemnity pafled, we are deter- 
mined not to liftan anchor: And 
the grievances of particular fhips 
mufit be redreffed. 
Given under cur hands, the De- 
legates of the Flect, on board 
the Queen Charlotte, at Spit- 
head, April19, 1797. 


By the Commiffioners for executing the 
Office of Lord High Admiral of 
Great Britain and Ireland, ce. 


HAVING taken into confidera- 
tion a paper containing feveral re- 
prefentations from the feamen of 
his Majefty’s fhips at Spithead, re- 
fpeéting an advance of their wages, 
and being defirous of granting them 
every requeft that can with any 
degree of reafon be complied with, 
we havé refolved to recommend it 
to his Majefty, that an addition of 
five fhillings and fixpence per month 
be made to the wages of petty of- 
ficers and feamen belonging to his 
Majefty’s navy, which will make 
the wages of able feamen one fhil- 
ling per day, clear of alldeduétions; 
an addition of four fhillings and fix- 
pence per month to the wages of 
every ordinary feaman; and an ad- 
dilion of three fhillings and fixpence 
to the wages of the landmen; and 
that none of the allowance made to 
_ the marines when on fhore {hall be 
ftopped, on their being embarked 
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on board:any cf his Majefty’s fiins* 
We have alfo réfolved, that ali fea~ 
men, marines, and others, ferving 
in his Majefty’s fhips, fhall nave the: 
full allowance of provifions, with+ 
out) any dedu&on for leakage or 
wafte 3 and th: | until proper. fteps 
can be taken ic carrying this into 
effect, fhort-allowance money fhall. 
be paid to the men, in lieu of the 
deduétion heretofore made; and 
that all men wounded in aétion fhall 
receive their full pay until their 
wounds ‘fhall be healed, or until, 
being declared incurable, thev thall 
receive a penfion from the Cheft at 
Chatham, or fhall be admitied inte 
the Royal Hofpital at Greenwich. 
And your Lordfhip is hereby re-. 
quired and directed to communi- 
cate this our determination to'the 
Captain of each of his Majefty’s 
fhips under your orders, directing 
him to make it known to the fhip’s 
company under his command, and 
to inform them, that fhould they be 
infenfible to the very liberal offers 
now made to them, and perfift in 
their prefent difobedience, they 
muft no longer expeét to enjoy 
thofe benefits to which by their for- 
mer good conduct they were en- 
titled: that in fuch cafe, all the men 
now on board the fleet at Spithead. 
fhall be incapable of receiving any 
{mart-money or penfion from the 
Cheft of Chatham, or of being ad- 
mitted at any time into the Royal 
Hofpital at Greenwich; and that 
they muft be anfwerable for the 
dreadful confequences which will 
neceflarily attend their continuing 
to tranfgrefs the rules of the fer- 
vice, in open violation of the laws 
of their country. On the other 
hand, he is to inform them, that we 
promife the moft perfect forgive- 
nefs of all that has pafled on this 

Q 2 occas 
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occafion to every fhip’s company 
who, within one hour after the 
communication tothem of the above 
mentioned refolutions, fhall return 
to their duty in every, particular, 


and fhall ceafe to hold further inter- - 


courfe with any men who continue 
ina ftate of difobedience and mu- 
tiny. 
Given under our hands at Portf- 
mouth, the 20th of April, 


1797. 
(Signed) SPENCER, 
ARDEN, 
W. Youne. 


To the Right Hon. Lord Bridport. 


ANSWER OF THE SEAMEN. 


To the Right Honourable the Lords Com- 
miffioners of the Admiralty. 


WE the feamen and marines in 
and belonging to his Majefty’s fleet 
now lying at Spithead, having re- 
ceived with the utmoft fatisfaction, 
and with hearts full of gratitude, 
the bountiful augmentation of pay 
and provifions which your Lord- 
fhips have been pleafed to fignify 
fhall take place in future in his Ma- 
jefty’s royal navy, by your order, 
which has been read to us this 
morning, by the command of Ad- 
miral Lord Bridport; 

~ Your Lordthips having thus ge- 
neroufly taken the prayer of our 
feveral petitions into your ferious 
eonfideration, you have given fatis- 
faction to every loyal and well-dif- 
ofed feaman and marine belong- 
ing to his Majefty’s fleets: and, 


from the affurance which your. 


Lordfhips have given us refpeting 
fuch other grievances as we thought 
right to lay before you, we are tho- 
roughly convinced, fhould any real 
grievance or other caufe of com- 

plaint arife in future, and the lame 
’ I 
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be laid before your Lordfhips in.4 
regular manner, we are perfectly fa- 
tified that your Lordthips will pay 
every attention to a number of 
brave men who ever have, and 
ever will be, true and faithful to 
their King and country. 

But we beg leave to remind your 
Lordfhips, that it is a firm refolu- 
tion that, until the flour in port be 
removed, the vegetables, and pen-. 
fions augmented, the grievances of 
private fhips redrefled, an act paff- 
ed, and his Majefty’s gracious par- 
don for the fleet now lying at Spit-. 
head be granted, that the fleet will 
not lift an anchor; and this is the 
totaland final anfwer. 

Ajril 22d, 1797. 


A Proclamation for fpardoning fuch Sea- 
men and Marines of the Squadron of his 
Majyefty’s Fleet frationed at Spithead, 
as oe been guilty of an A& of Mn- 
tiny or Difobedience of Orders, or any 
Breach or Neglect of Duty; and who 
Shall, upon Notification of fuch Procla~ 
mation on board their refpective Ships, 
return tothe regular and ordinary Dif- 
charge of their Duty. 


GerorceR. 


UPON report of the Lords 
Commiffioners of the Admiralty of 
ihe proceedings of the feamen and 
Marines of the {quadron of our 
fleet ftationed at Spithead, and of 
the. meafures taken by the faid 
Lords Commiffioners in confe- 
quence thereof; and, in order to 
manifeft our defire to give due ¢n- 


‘couragement to all thofe who fhall 


return to the regular and ordinary 
difcharge of their duty, according 
to the rules and practice of the na- 
vy; we have thought fit, by the ad- 
vice of our privy council, to iffue 
this our royal proclamation, and da 

. hereby 
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hereby promife our moft gracious 
pardon to all feamen and marines 
ferving on board the faid fquadron, 
who fhall, upon notification hereof 
on board their refpective fhips, re- 
turn to the regular and ordinary 
difcharge of their duty : and we do 
hereby declare, that all fuch feamen 
and marines fo returning to their 
duty, fhall be difcharged and releaf- 
ed from all profecutions, imprifon- 
ments, and penalties incurred by 
reafon of any act of mutiny or dif- 
obedience of orders, or any breach 
or neglect of duty previoufly com- 

mitted by them, or any of them. 
Given at our court at Wind- 
for, the twenty-fecond day 
of April, one thoufand, fe- 
ven hundred, and ninety-fe- 
ven, and in the thirty-fe- 

venth year of our reign. 

GOD SAVE THE KING. 


Corre Statement of the Demands of the 

2 Sailors. 

Art. Ut. THAT every indul- 
gence granted to the fleet at Portf- 
mouth be granted to his Majefty’s 
fubjeis ferving in the fleet at the 
Nore, and places adjacent: 

2d, That every man, upon a 
fhip’s coming into harbour, fhall 
have liberty (a certain number at a 
time, fo as not to injure the fhip’s 
duty) to go and fee their friends 
and families, a convenient time to 
be allowed to each man. 


3d. That all fhips, before they’ 


go to fea, fhall be paid all arrears of 
wages down to fix months, accord- 
ing to the old rules. 

4th. That no officer that has been 
turned out of any of his Majefty’s 
fhips fhall be employed in the fame 
fhip again, without the confent of 
the fhip’s company. 

5th. That when any of his Ma- 
jefty’s fhips fhall be paid, that may 
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have beén fome time in commiffion; 
if there are any preffed men on 
board that may not be in the regu+ 
lar courfe of payment, they fhall re- 
ceive two months advance to furs 
nifh them with neceffaries. 
6th. That an indemnification be 
made any men who run, and may 
now be in his Majefty’s naval fer- 
vice, and that they fhall not be lia- 
ble to be taken up as deferters. 
7th. That amore equal diftribu- 
tion be made of prize-money to the 
crews of his Majefty’s {hips and 
veflels of war. ; 
8th. That the articles of war, as 
now enforced, require various alte- 
rations, feveral of which to be ex- 
punged therefrom; and if more mo- 
derate ones were held forth to fea- 
men in general, it:would be the 
means of taking off that terror and 
prejudice againft his Majefty’s fers 
vice, on that account too frequent- 
ly imbibed by feamen, from enter- 
ing voluntarily into the fervice. 
The committee of: delegates of 
the whole fleet, affembled in coun- 
cil on board his Majefty’s fhip 
Sandwich, have unanimoufly agreed 
that they will not deliver up their 
charge until the appearance of 
fome of the Lords Commiffioners 
of the Admiralty to ratify the fame. 
Given on board his‘ Majefty’s 
fhip Sandwich, by the dele-. 
gates of the fleet, May 20th, 
1797. F 
Rrcwarp Parker, Prefident. 


Anfwer from the Lords Commiffioners of 
the Admiralty. 

To the Seamen and Marines of his Ma- 

jefy’s Ships and Veffels. at the Nore, 


and at Sheernefs. 


Sheernefs, May 22,1797. 
In purfuance of orders communi- 
cated to me by the Lords Commif- 
Q3 fioners 
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fionérs. of the Admiralty, 1 am di- 
tet etto acquaint the crews of his 
Majefty’s fhips and, -veflcls) at the 
Wore and at. Sheernefs; that after 
the! very ‘liberal attention: of lis 
Majefty,.in dncreafing, the. wages 
atidtprewifions of the’ feamer and 
matines inthis Majefty’s ferwice, for 
whichyathey have /ia’ general .ex- 
piciied thenfelvesnotionly fatisied, 
but highly grateful, their Laordihips 
avd extremely: furprifed:toi find the 
feamen and marines of his Majefty’s 
fhips atthe Nore’ and Sheernefs 
fliould be ftill in a ftate ef difobedi- 
ence, and brinsing forward further 
requetts.» Their Lordfhips there- 
‘fore have commanded me to inform 
you, that) finee all. that could rea- 
fonably be expected by the feamen 
‘and marines has been already grant- 
edsthem, their Lordfhips cannot 
-accede to any fuch requeft.<- With 
refpe& to the firft article of. the 
conditions, prefented by the feamen 
‘and marines at this port, their Lord- 
fhips direct me to inform, you, as 
“has already been explicitly declar- 
ed, that all additional allowances of 
wages and provifions, and every 
other regulation announced at 
Portfmouth, have been eftablifhed 
by his Majeity’s order in council, 
and by aét of parliament, and ex- 
tended to all feamen and marines 
in his Majefty’s fervice —That with 
yefpect to the fecond article of the 
faid conditions, the nature of the 
fervice in timesof war does not ad- 
mit of the men having leave to go 
to their families, except under ver 

particular circumftances, of which 
the captains or other fuperior ofh- 
cers alone can judge. — That with 
yefpeét to’ the third and fifth arti- 
cles, the fhip’s company fhall be 
paid in-the manner pointed out in 
the feyeral acts of parliament at 
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prefent in force for the encourage- 
ment. of feamen and marines em- 
ployed in ‘his Majefty’s fervice, as 
they always are, unlefs fome very 
urgent neceffity prevents it; but as 
it.ever has been the practice of the 
fervice to fhew attention »to thofe 
who; with the true fpirit of Britith 
feamen, voluntarily ftand forth in 
defence of their country, their 
Lordfhips sre defirous of giving 
every poffible encouragement to 
volunteers; and it is not their in- 
tention to direct that advance fhould 
be paid to imprefied men.— With 
refpeé toithe fourth article, all ar- 
rangements concerning the officers 
to be employed in the fhips of the 
{quadron mutt be ‘fettled by the 
Admiral or Commanding » Officer 
forthe time being, conformably to 
ihe inftructions of their Lerdfhips, 
according to the circumftances of 
each particular place.—That with 
refpect to the fixth article, if it 
fhould be his Majefty’s pleafure to 
pardon all who may have deferted 
from his fervice in the navy, it muft 
be the effect of his Majefty’s royal 
clemency alone, and not of any re~ 
quifition ; that although their Lord~ 
fhips thought proper to go to Portf- 
mouth for the purpofe of obtaining 
more perfeét information of the 
grievances which the feamen and 
marines in general might have to 
reprefent, and of adopting moft ex- 
peditioufly fuch meafures as might 
be necefiary, and granting fuch far- 
ther indulgences as might render 
their fituation more comfortable, 
and enable them better to provide 
for the fupport of their families, no 
fimilar reafon exifts for their taking 
fuch a ftep on the prefent occafion. 
—That the reprefentations made 
at Portimouth have been fully con- 
fidered, and the regulations made in 

confequence 
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confequence have. already been ex- 
tended to the whole fleet, and efta- 
blithed by the higheft authority. 
Their Lordfhips therefore. direct 
me to acquaint you, that it is to me 
and to the officers under whom you 
ferve, that fhip’s companies are to 
look up, to whom their petitions 
are always to be prefented, and 
through whom their Lordfhips de- 
terminations are to be expected, 
It is their Lordfhips direction that 
I fhould alfo inform you that, not: 
withftanding all that you have done, 
his Majefty’s moft gracious pardon, 
and their Lordthips. order to all 
officers to bury in oblivion all that 
has paffed, are now offered to you; 
which, fhould you refufe, you will 
have to anfwer for all the melan- 
choly confequences which muft at- 
tend your perfifting in the prefent 
ftate of difobedience and mutiny. 
When the feamen and marines at 
the Nore and at Sheernefs refleé& 
that the reft of the fleets have re- 
turned to their duty, and have pro- 
ceeded to fea in fearch of the ene- 
mies of their country, their Lord- 
fhips have no doubt that they will 
no longer fhew themfelves ungrate- 
ful for all that has fo liberally been 
granted to them, but will ftrive who 
thall be firft to fhew his loyalty to 
his King, and his love to his coun- 
try, by returning to that ftate of 
obedience and difcipline, without 
which they cannot expect any 
tonger to <njoy the confidence and 
good opinion of their country. 


(Signed) Cuarres Buckner, 


Vice-Admiral of the White, 
and Commander of his 
Majefty’s Ships and Vef- 
fels in the River Medway, 
and at the Buoy of the 
Nore, 
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To the Seamen and Marines of his Ma- 
jehys Ships at the Nore, and at Sheer= 


nefs. 
Sheernefs, May 24, 1797. 


PURSUANT to directions from 
the Lords Commiffioners of the 
Admiralty, which I received this af- 
ternocn, I am again to call the ate 
tention of the feamen and marines 
on board his Majefty’s fhips and 
veffels at the Nore and Sheernefs, 
to the gracious offer already made 
to. them, and to declare that I am 
inftructed and authorifed by their 
Lordfhips to, repeat the offer of a 
pardon, which will include all of- 
fences coramitted by the feamen 
and marines during the diforders 
that have and do prevail, on condi- 
tion of their returning to their du- 
ty. And when the feamen. and 
marines above mentioned fhall re- 
flect that they have pledged them- 
felves to be perfely fatisfied with 
and abide by the determination of 
their friends at Porifmouth, who, 
fenfible of the indulgence granted 
to them, have returned with alacri- 
ty to their duty, and are now in 
purfuit of the enemies of their King 
and country, it is hoped that the 
feamen and marines at this port 
will no longer thew themfelves un- 
grateful for all that has been fo li- 
berally granted, and which have fo 
completely fatisfied the companies 
of his Majefty’s thips compofing 
the Channel fleet; but, on the con_ 
trary, that they will be forward in 
following fo laudable an example, , 
and cheerfully exprefs their readi- 
nefs to accept his Majefty’s moft 
gracious pardon, now offered to 
them a fecond time, and to return 
to their duty like Britith feamen: 
And have alfo their Lordfhips com- 
mands further to inform you, that 
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they do not fee the propriety or 
expediency of their holding a Board 
of Admiralty at Sheernefs; and that 
they do not mean to encourage a 
repetition of demands by any fur- 
ther conceflion; alfo, that it now 
refts with the feamen and ma- 
rines of his Majefty’s fhips and 
veffels at the Nore and Sheernefs, 
to decide whether it may not be 
for their intereft to return to their 
duty, and thereby avail themfelves 
of his Majefty’s moft gracious par- 
don, rather than expofe themfelves 
to thofe confequences which muft 
follow from their continuance in a 
ftate of difobedience. 
(Signed) Cuaries Buckner, 
Vice-Admiral of the White, , 
&c. &c. 


To the Lords, Commiffioners for executing 
the Office of Lord High Admiral of 
Great Britain and Ireland, Sc. 


I AM commanded by the Dele- 
gates of the whole fleet, aflembled 
in council on board his Majefty’s 
fhip Sandwich, to inform your 
Lordfhips that they have received 
your letter from Admiral Buckner, 
which informs them that it was 
not your intentien of coming to 
Sheernefs.: The fame has been com- 
municated to his Majefty’s fhips 
and veffels lying here, and the de- 
termination of the whole is, that 
they will not come to any accom- 
modation until you appear at the 
Nore, and redrefs our grievances. 


(Signed) RicHarp Parxer, 
Prefident, 
By order of the Committee of 
Delegates of the whole fleet. 
His Mazefty’s +hip Sandwich, 
May 25#:, 1797. 
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PROCLAMATION. 
Georce R. 


WHEREAS it has been repre- 
fented-unto-us, that, notwithftand- 
ing the declarations made in our 
name and’ by our authority, by our 
Lords Commifiioners of our Admi- 
ralty, of our gracious intentions to 
recommend to the confideration of 
parliament to augment the wages 
and allowances of the feamen ‘and 
marines of our fleet, which our gra- 
cious intentions and declarations 
have fince been carried into effect 
by an aét of parliement; and not- 
withftanding the’ communication 
made by our right trufty and right 
well-beloved coufin and counfellor 
Richard Earl Howe, Admiral of our 
fleet, of our gracious intentions to- 
wards the feamen and marines of 
our fleet,’ for the pardon of ‘the 
offences by them committed, and 
our Royal Proclamation theretipon, 
bearing date the 11th day of May 
inftant; and notwithftanding the 
fentiments of duty and gratitude 
with which the fame were received 
by the feamen and marines of ‘our 
other fquadrons, yet’ the crews on 
board certain of our fhips at’ the 
Nore, have not only fince’ the full 
manifeftation of all thefe our graci- 
ous ‘intentions and ‘declarations, 
been guilty of divers aéts of muti- 
ny and difobedience of orders, but 
have even proceeded to other acts 
of the moft heinous and treafonable 
nature, by firing upon fome of our 
fhips, in order to compel them to 
fubmit to their direction; have 
threatened and taken meafures for 
ftopping the commerce of the king- 


dom pafling to and from the port of 


London; ‘and have, by terror of 
their force, compelled two frigates 
te 
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to defift from executing a particular 
fervice, which, by our order, they 
were directed to perform. We, 
thinking it right to warn all our 
feamen and marines on board the 


faid fips, of the heinous nature of 


the offences by them committed, 
and of the dangerous confequences 
thereof to the fpirit and difcipline 
of the Britifh navy, and to the wel- 
fare of their country, as well as to 
their own fafety, do hereby earneft- 
ly require and enjoin all our faid 
feamen and marines immediately, 
on the notification of this our roy- 
al declaration, to return to the re- 
gular difcharge of their duty, as has 
already been done by the crews of 
our other fquadrons and fleets, 
ftationed at Portfmouth and Ply- 
mouth, and elfewhere. 

And whereas we are well affured 
that a great part of the feamen and 
marines on board the faid fhips at 
the Nore, abhor and deteft the cri- 
minal proceedings which are {till 
perfifted in on board the faid fhips, 
and are defirous to return to their 
duty ; 

Now we, being defirous to ex- 
tend our gracious intentions of par- 
don to allfuch feamen and marines 
fo ferving on board our faid fhips 
at the Nore, who may havereturr ed 
or fhall return, upon the notifica- 
tion of this our royal declaration, 
to the regular and ordinary difcharge 
of their duty, have authorized, and 
do hereby authorize and empower 
our faid Lords Commiffioners of our 
Admiraity, or any three of them, to 
fignify to all fuch feamen and ma- 
rineés who may have been guilty of 
any of the treafonable acts aforefaid, 
or of any mutiny, or ‘difobedience 
of orders, or negleét of duty, and 
who have returned, cr who fhall, 
upon notification hereof on board 
athe refpective fhips, return to the 
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regular and ordinary difcharge of 
their duty, our royal intentions to 
grant to all fuch feamen and marines 
our moft gracious pardon, and to 
promife in our name to all fuch fea- 
men and marines who have fo re- 
turned, or fhall fo return to the re- 
gularand ordinary difcharge of their — 
duty, our moft gracious pardon ac- 
cordingly., And we do hereby de- 
clare, that all fuch feamen and ma- 
rines who fhall have fo returned, 
or fhall fo return to their duty, and 
to whom the faid Lords Commif~ 
fioners of our Admiralty, or any 
three of them, fhall fo promife our 
pardon, fhall receive the fame ac- 
cordingly, and {hall be difcharged 
and releafed from all profecutions, 
imprifonments, and penalties in- 
curred by reafon of any of the aéts 
aforefaid, or by reafon of any act 
of mutiny or difobedience of orders, 
or any breach or neglect of duty, 
previoufly committed by them, or 
any of them; hereby declaring at 
the fame time, that all fuch feamen 
and marines who fhall not take the 

enefit of this our gracious pardon, 
fhall, from henceforth, be confi- 
dered as liable, according to the 
nature of their offences, to fuch pu- 
nifhment as the articles of war and 
the law have provided for the 
fame. 

Given at our Court at Saint 
James’s, the Twenty-fe- 
venth Day of May, 1797, 
in the Thirty-feventh Year _ 
of our Reign. ; 

By his Majefty’s Command, 

PoRTLAND. 


Order of the Lords of the Admiralty, 
to the Commanders of his Majefy’s 
Fleet. 

WHEREAS from the difpofition 
lately {hewn by the feamen belong- 


ing 
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ing to feveral of his Majefty’s thips, 
it is become highly mecefiary, that 
the firicteft ;attention fhould. be 
paid by all, officers in his Majefty’s 
naval fervice, netonly te their own 
conduct, but te the condué of thofe 
who may be under their orders; the 
more efieGually to infure a proper 
fubordination and difcipline, and to 
prevent, as far as may be, all dif- 
content among’ the feamen, your 
Lordthip is hereby directed to be 
particularly careful io enforce, . fo 
tar as the fame may depend on you, 
and to give orders to the officers 
employed under your command to 
‘enforce ail the regulations for the 
prefervation of difcipline and good 
order in his Majefty’s navy, which 
are at prefent efiabliffied for that 
purpofe : — Aad you are more ef- 
pecially to give the following di- 
yections, viz. 

That the Flag Officers of the 
iquadron under your command do 
frequently mufter the crews of the 
fhips belonging to their refpedtive 
divifions; that the Captains and 
Commanders of the fhips and vef- 
feis of your fquadron never be ab- 
fent themfelves, nor allow any offi- 
cers under their orders to be abfent 
from on board their refpective 
fhips for twenty-four hours at one 
time, without our permiffion, or 
leave obtained from yourfelf for 
that purpofe. 

That all Flag Officers, Captains, 
and other officers, do wear their 
re{pective uniforms, not only 


whilft they are on board the fhips to. 


which they belong, but alfo when 
they are on fhore in, or near any 
fea-port town. 

That the Captains and Comman- 
ders of his Majefty’s fhips and vef- 
fels do caufe the Articles of War to 
be read on board their reipective 
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fhips to the companies thereof, at 


leaft once in every month, agree-, 


ably to their inftructions; that they 
alfe fee that the.arms and ammuuni- 
tion belonging to the marines, be 
confiantly kept in. good order and 
ft for immediate fervice, as well in, 
harbour asat.fea; and that theyarein 
future to be very careful to. rate 
their whips companies; : according 
to the merits of the men, in.arder 
that thofe whoimay not be defery- 
ing’ thereof, may. not-receive the 
pay of able or ordinary feamen, 
That particular attention be paid 
to the reyulations relating to the 
cutting up of frefh beef, that choice 
Pieces be never purpolely fele&ed 
for the officers from that which. is 
cut up for the fhip’s company ; and 


that choice pieces of falt meat be ne- 


ver taken for the othcers out of the 
tub or veflel from which it may be 
ferved to the fhip’s company. 

That officers do not felect cafks 
of ihe beft wine or {pirits for their 
own ufe from thofe intended for 
the fhip’s company, nor exchange 
any wine or fpirits of their own for 
that which has been fent on board 
for the ufe of the fhip. 

That the Captains and. Com- 
manders of his Majetty’s fhips do 
ftritly enjoin the Surgeons be- 
longing to their refpeétive thips 
not to take out of the fhip any part 
of the medicines or neceffaries in- 
tended for the ufe of the fick, but 
firictly to apply them to the purpe- 


fes for which they were fent on. 


board. 

That the Captains and Com- 
manders of his Majefty’s fhips be 
particularly attentive to the con- 
duct of the men under their com- 
mand, and that they be ready on 
the firft appearance of mutiny, to 
ufe (he moft vigorous means to fup- 


prefs 


2 


. 
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press it, and to bring the ringleaders 
to punishment. 


Given, &c. Ist of May, 1797. 


By the Commissioners for execu/ing 
the Office of Lord High Admiral of 
Great Britatn and Ireland, &e. 


WHEREAS his Majesty has been 
most. graciously pleased to issue his 
royal proclamation, dated the 11th 
instant, aud thereby to declare that all 
such seathen and marines on board 
any ships of the fleet who may have 
been guilty of any act of mutiny, or 
disobedience of orders, or neglect of 
duty, and who have returned, or 
shall, upon. notification of such his 
Majesty’s proclamation, return to the 
regular and ordinary discharge of 
their duty, shall be discharged and 
released from all prosecutions, im- 
prisonments, and penalties incurred 
by reason of any act of mutiny or 
disobedience of orders, or 
breach or neglect of duty pyevi- 
ously committed by them, or any of 
them. 
And, whereas itis our intention, 
' that on no occasion hereafter the 
minds of the seamen and marines to 
whom the benefit of the said procla- 
mation has been extended, shall be 
disquieted’ by any reproof or re- 

_ proach in respect of ail or any such 
acts of mutiny, disobedience of or- 
slers, or breach or neglect of duty 
as before-mentioned, but thata total 
oblivion of such offences should, 
as far as possible, obtain in conse- 
quence thereof; we have therefore 
thought fit, by these our orders, to 
signify such meaning and intention 
to the several Flag Officers, Cap- 
tains, Commanders, and all their 
subordinate othcers in the fleet ; and 
they are hereby required and direct- 
edto conform to these our orders 
and intentions accordingly, 


any ~ 
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Given under our hands the 14th 
day of May, 1797. 
: SPENCER. 
GAMBIER. 
- Younc. 
To the several Flag Officers, 
Captains, and Commanders 
of his Majesty's Fleet. 
By command of their Lordships. 
MarsDen. 


BY THE KiING—A Proclamation for 
the Suppression of the Mutinous and 
Treasonable Proceedings of theCrews 
of certain of our Ships at the Nore. 


Georce R. - 

WHEREAS, upon the represen- 
tation of our Lords Commissioners 
“of our Admiralty respecting the pro- 
ceedings of the seamen and marines 
on board certain of our ships at the 
Nore, we were pleased to command 
our said Lords Commissioners of our 
Admiralty to signify to the said sea+ 
men and marines our gracious inten- 
tions, expressed in our Royal Decla- 
ration, under our sign manual, bear- 
ing date at St. James's, the twenty - 
seventh day of May instant:—[ Here 
the Proclamationrecitesverlatim that 
alrgadypullished, signed PORTLAND | 
And whereas our fight trusty and 
right well-beloved cousin and coun- 
sellor, George John, Earl Spencer, 
our trusty and well-beloved Charles 
George, Lord Arden, of our king- 
dom of Ireland. and W. Young, Esq. 
Rear-Admiral of the White, being 
three of the Lords Commissioners of 
ourAdmiralty, did cause our grac:ous 
intentions, expressed in such our de 
claration, to be signified to the crews 
of our ships at the Nore, and did re- 
quire such crews to return to their 
due obedience accordingly : And. 
whereas it has been represented to 
us, that some of the crews of our said 
‘ships have been desirous of returning 
to their obedience accordingly, but 
‘ have 


~ 
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have been prevented from so doing 
by violence : and other of our ships, 
in the actual discharge of their duty, 

have been fired upon, and attempts 
have been made to prevent some of 
our ships from proceeding, according 
to the orders of their Commanders. 
And, whereas, such continued per- 
severance in rebellious and treason- 
able attempts against our crownand 
dignity, after repeated admonitions 
and offers of our gracious pardon, 
render it necessary for us to cali on 
all our loving subjects to be aiding 
and assisting in repressing the same ; 
we bave thought fit, by the advice of 
eur privy cou cil, to issue this our 
Royal Proclamation ; ard we do 
hereby strict! y, enjoin and command 
all our admirals, generals, comman- 
ders, and officer s,of our forces by sea 
and land, and ali magistrates what- 
soever, and al] others our loving sub- 
jects, that they, in their severai sta- 
tions, do aeeaten utmost endeavours, 
according to Jaw, to nae ali such 
mutinous and treasonable proceed- 
ings, and to use a'llaw!ul means to 
pring the persons concerned therein, 
their aiders and abettors, to justice : 

And we do hereby strictly enjoin and 
command allourlovingsu bjectswhat- 
soever, not to give any aid, comfort, 

assistance or encouragement,whatso- 
ever, fo any person or persons con- 
cerned in any such mutinous or trea- 
‘sonable proceedings, as they-will ans- 
wer the sameat their peril ; and also, 
to the utmost of their power and ac- 
cording to law, to prevent all other 
persons from giving any such aid, as~ 
sistance, comfort or encoliragement. 


Proclamation Ly Order of the Duke 
* of York, announcing the inereased 
Pay; 'and other Advantages con- 
Served on the Army. hi, 


WHEREAS, over and above the 


provision made, for clothing, for 
¥ es: - . ‘ = ore 
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Chelsea-hospital for lodgings, and 

for medical assistance; and, likewise, 

over and above the ‘allowance of 
beer, and other articles, provided 

in barracks and quarters, and of 
bread provided at a reduced rate in 

camp, the private soldier of infantry 
of the line, serving at home, herce 
tofore received the pay of sixpence 

per day, which,, together with the. 
sum of-twopence farthing per day, 
granted to him by his majesty’ S war- 
rant for éstablishing and consolida- 

ting certain other allowances lately 

given him, amounts to the suro of 
eightpence farthing ; his majesty, 

having been graciously pleased to 
take the same into consideration, is 
pleased to direct, that, under the fol- 
lowing regulations, there shall, from 
the 25th of this present month of 
May, be paid to each private soldier 
of infantry, in addition to the said’ 
sum of eightpence farthing, the far- 
ther sum of threepence three-far- 
things, making, in the whole, the 
sum of one shilling daily. Out of 
this advance of pay, the soldier is to 
pay the extra price of bread and 
meat, now paid by the public, which 
at present amounts, upon an average, 
to the daily sum of one penny three 
farthings ; ; so that the nett increase 
in future to each soldier, will be two- 
pence per diem. 

With respect to the disbursement 
of this shilling per day, his Majesty 
has been ple ased to order that a sum, 
not exceeding four shillings perweek, 
shall be applied towards the expence 
of the soldier's’ mess, (including ve= 
getables, &c.) unless he himself shall 
choose to appropriate a farther part 
of his pay to that ‘purpose : 

That a sum, “not exceeding one 
shilling and sixpence a week, shall 
be retained for necessar: es, to be ac- 
counted for, as usual, monthly : That 
the remaii-der of his pay, amountitiy 


STATE-PAPERS, 


to one shilling and sixpence per 
week, shall be paid to the soldier, 
subject to the accustomed deduction 
for washing, and articles for cleaning 
his clothes and appointments : And 
his Majesty, out of bis royal bounty, 
is farther pleased to order and direct, 
for the benefit of the soldier— That, 
in camp, he shall receive the sum of 
fivepence farthing per week, being 
the difference between the allow- 
ance and value of bread and beer, 
in quarters, or barrack, and the ordi- 
nary (increased) supply of bread in 
camp :—Thatif meat, of the quality 
proper to be provided for him, should 
exceed the prive of sixpence per 
pound, or bread, of the. household 
quality, the price of one penny half- 
penny per pound, such extra price 
shall be allowed by the public, upon 
a:quantity not exceeding three quar- 
ters of a pound of meat, and one 
pound of bread, per day for each 
man :—That when any soidier shall, 
with the approbation of his coms 
manding officer, provide himself with 
lodgings and the several articles of 
small beer, &c. to which his billet 
would entitle him, he shall receive 
the same allowance as the publican 
would have been entitled to, under 
such billet. 

His Majesty is farther pleased to 


- order,—That thepay and allowances 
- to a drummer, shall be, daily, thir- 


teen-pence farthing ;—That the pay 
andailowances to a corpora! shall be, 
daily, fourteen-pence farthing ;— 


‘That the pay and allowances toa 


serjeant shall be, daily, eighteen- 
pence three farthings: 

. His Majesty is farther pleased to 
order, that the pay and allowances 
of the inyafids shall bey daily,—To 
a private, eleyen pence farthing ;— 
toadrummer, thirteen pence. far- 
thing ;—to a corporal, . thirteen- 
pence three farthings ;—to aserjeant, 
eighteen -pence farthing :—and that 
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the serjeants, drummers, and private. 
meén of the militia and fencible in- 
faniry, shall be placed on the same 
footing, respectively, as those of the 
line. Wis Majesty is farther pleased 
to order, that the like nett addition of 
twopence per diem shall be made 
to all his soldiers, serving out of 
Great Britain. 
Field-marshal the Duke of Yorkis 
happy to announce the King’s gra- 
cious intentions towards the whole 
‘of his army. bs 
His Royal Highness rests assured, 
that these new instances of the libe~ 
rality of-parliament and of his Ma~ 
jesty’s paternal care, will rivet that 
affection for their king and country, 
which has ever been the pride of 
British soldiers ; and that a continu- 


- ance in steady discipline and honours 


able conduct will merit those gra- 
cious favours that have been re- 
peatedly shewn them. 

On this occasion, his Royal High 


. ness cannot but add, that, however 


incredible it may appear, that there 
should exist a wretch, so lost to ho= 
nour and humanity, as toleague with 
the enemy, and to aim at the utter 
ruin of his country, yet there are. 
certainly many desperate persons, 
who have persevered in methodizing 
treachery and sedition ; and who, 
under specious and delusive pre~ 
tences, taking the advantage of un~ 
guarded moments, haye endeavour- 
ed to seduce soldiers from their duty, 
and render them accomplices in their 
treasons, the direct Wovect of which 
is universal confusion and rapine, and 
the overthrow of that happy system 
of religion and government secured 
to us by the blood of our ancestors ; 
and which, for so many ages, has 
rendered }ritain the admirat.on and 
envy of the world ! 

His Royal Highness is convinced, - 


that the love and attachment of the 


soldier, to his king and country, are 
~ firng 
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firm and unshaken: and that, hold- 
img in abhorrence afl base and sean- 
dalous attempts to shake his loyalty 
and true affection, every good soldier 
will repel with indignation, the in- 
stigators of such wickedness, and 
glory in the opportunity of exposing 
them to the exemplary justice of 
their insulted country. 
By command of field-marshal his 
Royal Highness the duke of York. 
— Wirrram Fawcerr, 
Adjutant-general. 


London Gaxette Extraordinary. 
Wednesday, June 7. 
At the Court at the Queen's. House, 


June 6,1797, Present, The King’s’ 


Most Excellent Majestyinm Council. 
WHEREAS, by an act passed in 


the present session of parliament, tn- 
tituled, <* An act for more eftectual- 
«ly restraining intercourse with the 
«* crews of certain of his Majesty's 
«« ships now ina state of mutiny and 
¢¢ rebellion, and for the more effectual 
«¢ suppression of such mutiny andre- 
* bellion,” itis enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the commissioners for 
executing the office of Lord High- 
Admiral, or any three or more of 
them, being thereto authorized by 
order of his Majesty incouncil, to de~ 
clare the crew ofany of his Majesty’s 
ships who have been guilty of acts of 
mutiny and rebellion, and who still 
persist therein, and also the crew of 
any other of his Majesty's ships, who 
shall be guilty of any of the like of- 
fences, to be ina state of mutiny and 
rebellion ; and, by such declaration, 
*) warn all his Majesty’s faithful sub- 
~>ets to abstain from all communica- 
sion or intercourse with the crews of 
‘the said ships: Andit is farther enact- 
ed, that it shall be lawful for the said 
commissioners, or any three or more 
of them, in such manner as his Majes- 
ty shall authorize and require, to ac- 
eept the submission of the crew of 
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any ship which shall have been $0 de- 
elared to be in a state of mutiny and 
rebellion, or of any person or persons, 
part ofsuch crew, or of any person or 
persons on beard of anyof such ships, 
or to declare any such person or per- 
sons to have returned to their duty, 
and thereupon to declare the person 
or persons whose submission shall be 
soaccepted, or whoshall beso declared 
to have returned to their duty, to be 
exempted and relieved from all or any 
of the penalties and forfeitures in the 
said act contained, in such manner, 
and under suchterms andrestrictions, 
as his Majesty shall think fit:—And 
whereas thesaid LordsCommissioners 
have represented to his Majesty, that 
it appears to them that the crews of 
theships hereinafter- mentioned, that 
is to say, the Sandwich, Montagu, 
Director, Inflexible, Monmouth, Bel- 
liquieux, Standard, Lion, Nassau, Re- 
pulse, Grampus, Proserpine. Brilliant, 
Iris, Champion, Comet, Tysiphone, 
Pylades, Swan, and Inspector, have 
been guilty of acts of mutiny and 
rebellion, particular'y by taking the 
command of the said ships from his 
Majesty’s officers, by combining to 
obstruct the trade and navigation of 
the port of London, and by other acts 


of the most heinous nature, and that: 


some of such crews had actually fired 
on divers of his Majesty's ships, and 


that all the said crews still persistedin 


such their mutiny and rebellion: His 
Majesty, in pursuance of the powers 
vested in him by the above-recited 
act, is herebypleased, by and with the 
advice of the privy couneil, to autho- 
rize, and by this his order in council 
doth authorize the said Commission- 
ers for executing the office of Lord 
High Admiral, or any three or more 
of them, to declare the crews of the 


said ships to be in a state of mutiny 


and rebellion, and to warn all bis 
Majesty’s faithful subjects to abstain 


from all communication or inter- 


course 


— 


Ss 


ee 
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courfe with the crews of the faid 
hips, in the’ manner directed by 
the faid att. 

And his Majefty is hereby fur- 
ther pleafed, with the advice afore- 
faid, to authorize and require the 
faid Commiffioners, or any three or 
more of them, to accept the fub-, 
miffion of the crew of any of the 
faid fhips, or/of any perfon or per- 
fons, part of fuch crew, or of any 
perfon or perfons on board of any 
of the faid thips, or to declare any 
fuch perfon or perfons to have re- 
turned to their duty; and there- 
upon to declare the perfons or per- 
fon, whofe fubmiffion fhall be fo 
accepted, or who fhall be declared 
to have returned to their duty, to 
be exempted and relieved from all 
er any of the penalties and for- 
feitures in the faid aét contained, 
in fuch manner and under fuch 
terms and reftritions as his Majef- 
ty fhall think fit. 


W. FawkKeEner. 


By the Commiffioners for execut- 

{t. s.) ing the office of Lord High Ad- 

mural of Great Britain and 
Ireland, &Fe. 


BY virtue of an order of his 
Majefty in council, bearing date 
the 6th day of June inflant, and 
in purfuance of the provifions of 
an act paffed in the prefent feffion 
of parliament, entituled “ An act 
for more effectually reftraining in- 
tercourfe with the crews of certain 
of his Majefty’s fhips now in a ftate 
of mutiny and rebellion, and for 
the more effectual fuppreffion of 
fuch mutiny and rebellion,’”’ we do 
hereby declare, that the crews of 
his Majefty’s fhips hereinafter men- 
tioned, that is to fay, the Sand- 
wich, Montagu, Direétor, Inflexi- 
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ble, Monmouth, Belliqueux, Siand- 

ard, Lion, Naffau, Repulfe, Gram- 

pus, Proferpine, Brilliant, Iris,” 
Champion, Comet, Tyfiphone, Py- 
lades, Swan, and Infpettor, having 
been guilty of aéts of mutiny and | 
rebellion, ‘and perfifting therein, 
are, and are to be deemed and taken 
to be, in a ftate of mutiny and re- 
bellion; And, in further purfuance 
of the provifions of the faid a€t, 
we do hereby warn all his Majefty’s 
faithful fubje&ts to abftain from all 
communication and intercourfe, 
with the crews of the-faid fhips : 
And we do hereby notify, that, by 
virtue of the faid aé&t, any perfon 
who ‘hall wilfuliy and advifedly 
have any communication or inter~ 
courfe, whether perfonally or b 

letter, meflage, or otherwife, wit 

the crew of any of the faid fhips, 
or with any perfon or perfons be- 
ing part of fuch crew, or with any 
perfon who fhall, after this day, 
remain on board any of the faid 
fhips, will, on conviction thereof, 
be adjudged guilty of felony, and 
fuffer death: And alfo, that any 
perfon who fhall wilfully and ad- 
vifedly in any manner fupply and 
comfort or aflift fuch crew, or any 
part thereof, or any perfon remain- 
ing on board any of the faid thipe, 
after this day, will, on conviction 
thereof, be adjudged guilty of fe- 
lony, and fuffer death: And alfo, 
that from and after this day, all 
wages and other allowances pay- 
able to the crews of the faid {hips 
will ceafe and determine, and be 
no longer payable; and that thoy 
will, ref{pectively, from thencefort: 

forfeit and lofe all wages, and othe 

allowances, and all fhares of prizes 
then due to them refpedtively, and 
all benetits and -dvantages to which 
they might etherwife be entitled 
from 
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from Greenwich Hofpital, ot the ’ 
Cheft at Chatham, and all other» © 


benefits and advantages whatfoever 
to which they might otherwife be 
entitled, in confequence of: their 
having ferved as feamen or marines 


on board his Majefty’s ~hips; and: 


that all perfons voluntarily remain- 
ing on board any of the faid flips, 
after having had knowledge of this 
declaration, will, on conviétion 
thereof, be adjudged guilty of pi- 
racy and felony, and will fuffer 
death. , 

And whereas the penalties of the 
faid a& do not extend to fuch com- 
munication or intercourfe with the 
faid ‘crews as may be carried on by 
our order or authority, or by the 
order and authority of fuch perfon 
or perfons:as‘may be authorized by 
us to grant permiflion,) and’ give 
dire&tions. ini that behalf, we do 
hereby notify, that we have au- 
thorized} Charles Buckner, Efq. 
Vice-Admiral of the White, and 
Commanderin Chief of his Majefty’s 
fhips and veffels in the river Med- 
way, and at the Buoy of the Nore, 
to hold. communication: or inter- 
courfe with the faid crews, and to 
grant permiflion, and give dire€lions 
in that behalf. And'we do further 
notify and declare, that we are au- 
thorized by his Majefty, in purfu- 
ance of thefaid act, to accept’ the 
fubmiffion of the crew of any of the 
faid fhips, or of any perfon or per- 
fons on board of any fuch ‘thips, 
and to declare any fuch perfon or 
perfons to have returned to” their 
duty, and thereupon to declare the 
perfon or perfons whofe fubmifiion 
fhali be fo accepted, or who fhall be 
fo declared to have returned ‘to 
their duty, to be exempted and re- 
heved from all or any of the penal- 
tics and forfeitures in the faid a&t. 


Givenunder our Hands and the 
Seal of the Office of Admiral- 
ty, this 7th day. of .June;: 
VOT. 2: df , 


SPENCER, Pu. STEPHENS,’ 
ARDENys) ye oJ. GAMBIER, »/ 
Cua. S.Pysus, W. Younc: | 
H. Seymour, nee to 

By command of their Lordfhips, 

Evan NEPEAN. 
Copy of the Rules and Orders obferved by 
the Sailors during the Mutiny. 
RULES AND ORDERS. 

1.’ Every fhip fhail diligently keep 
a quarter watch; and every, man 
found below in his watch fhall be 
feverely punifhed. 

2. Iivery. fhip fhall give. three 
cheers, morning and evening. 

3. No, woman fhall be permitted 
to go on fhore from any ihip; ,but 
as many may come in as pleate. 

4. Any perfon attempting) to 
bring liquor into the fhip, or any 
perfon found drunk, fhall be fevere- 
ly punifhed. 

5. The greateft attention to be 
paid to. the officers. orders; any 
perfon failing in the refpecé due to 
them, or negle¢ting their duty, {hall 
be feverely punifhed. 

6. Every feaman, and. marine 
fhall take anoath of fidelity, not 
only to themfelves but to the fleet 
in general, 

7. No fhip fhall lift their anchors 
to proceed from this port, until the 
defires of the fleet be fatisfied. 

8. That there be no liberty given 
from fhip to-fhip till all are fettled. 

No private) letters to be fenton 
fhore. clon bers 


> 
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from his ExceHency the Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland to both Houfes of Parliament. 


CAMDEN. 


| HAVE it in command from his 
Majelty to acquaint the Houfe 
of Commons, that his Majefty feels 
the deepeft regret that his endea- 
yours to preferve peace with Spain, 
and to adjuft all matters in difcuf- 
 fion with that court by an amicable 
negotiation, have been rendered in- 
effectual by an abrupt and unpro- 
voked declaration of war on the part 
of the Catholic King. His Majefty, 
at the fame time ‘that he fincerely 
laments this addition to the calami- 
ties of war, already extending over 
fo great a part of Europe, has the 
fatisfaction to reflect, that nothing 
has been omitted on his part which 
could contribute to the mainte- 
nance of peace, on grounds confitt- 
ént with the honour of his crown 
and the interefts of his dominions : 
and he trufts that, under the pro- 
te&tion of Divine Providence, the 
firmnefs and wifdom of his parlia- 
ment will enable him effetually to 
repel this unprovoked aggrefiion, 
and to afford to all Europe an addi- 
tional proof of the fpirit and re- 
fources of his Majefty’s kingdoms. 


Iam alfo commanded’by his Ma-- 


jefty to acquaint the Houfe of 
Commons, that his Majefty feels 
the utmoft concern that his earneft 
endeavours to effect the reftoration 
of peace have been unhappily fruf- 
trated, and that the negotiation in 
which he was engaged has been 
abruptly broken off, by the peremp- 
tory refufal of the French govern- 
ment to treat, except upon a bafis 
¢vidently inadmiffible; and by their 
having in confequence required his 
Majefty’s Plenipotentiary to quit 
Paris within forty-eight hours. 

I have direéted the feveral me- 

Vou. XXXIX, 
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morials and papers which have been 
exchanged in the courfe of the late 
difcuffion, and the account tran{f- 
mitted to his Majefty of its final re- 
fult, to be laid before the Houfe. 
From thefe papers his Majefty trufts 
it will be proved to the whole world, 
that his conduct has been guided 
by a fincere defire to effect the re- 
ftoration of peace upon principles 
fuited to the relative fituation of 
the belligerent powers, and effen- 
tial for the permanent interefts of 
his kingdoms, and the general fecu+ 
rity of Europe, whilft his enemies 
have advanced pretenfions, at once 
inconfiftent with thofe objects, un- 
fupportable even on the grounds 
on which they were profeffed to 
reft, and repugnant both to the 
fyftem eftablifhed by repeated trea- 
ties, and to the principles and prac- 
tice which have hitherto regulated 
the intercourfe of independent na~- 
tions. 

In this fituation his Majefty has 
the confolation of reflecting, that 
the continuance of the calamities of 
war can be imputed only to the un- 
juft and exorbitant views of his 
enemies; and his Majefty, looking 
forward with anxiety to the mo- 
ment when they may be difpofed 
to act on different principles, places, 
in the mean time, the fulleft reli- 
ance, under the protection of Pro- 
vidence, on the wifdom and firmx 
nefs of parliament, on the tried 
valour of his forces by fea and land, 
and the zeal, public {pirit, and re- 
fources of his kingdoms, for vigo- 
rous and effectual fupport in the 
profecution of a conteit which it 
does not depend upon his Majefty 
to terminate, and which involves 
in it the fecurity and permanent 
interefts of this country, and of 
Europe. 

Ifincerely congratulate the Houfe 

R of 
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of Commons upon the failure of 
the recent formidable attempt. of 
the French to invade his Majefty’s 
kinodom of Ireland. The providen- 
tial difperfion of their {quadrons un- 
til his Majefty’s fleets were enabled 
to appear upon the coaft, cannot 
fail to imprefs fenfations of awful 
and ferious gratitude for fo fignal 
an inftance of Divine interpofition; 
at the fame time the Commons will 
cherifh the fatisfa&tory reflection, 
that the delufive hopes of fuccefs 
in creating divifion and infurreétion 
in the country, by which the ene- 
my were infpired, have been. total- 
ly difappointed ; and that the late 
alarm has afforded his Majefty’s 
fubjeéts an opportinity of teftify- 
ing, at the hazard of their fortunes 
and their lives, their invincible at- 
tachment to the mild government 
of their beloved Sovereign, and the 
bleffings of their happy conftitu- 
tion. I have beheld with pleafure 
the zeal and alacrity of his Majef- 
ty’s regular and military forces, and 
the prompt and honourable exer-. 
tions of the yeomanry corps, whofe? 
decided utility has been fo abund-" 
antly difplayed; while the diftin- 
guifhed tervices of ‘the moft re- 
{pectable charafters in forwarding 
the meafures of government, the 
benevolent attention fhown to the 
army by all ranks and defcriptions 
of perfons, and the fpirited mea- 
fures which were taken to fupport 
public credit, have made an indeli- 
ble impreffion upon my mind. It 
was from this general {pirit of ani- 
mated and gallant loyalty that 
was infpired with a juft hope that, 
had the enemy fucceeded in an at- 
tempt to land, their career would 
have been terminated in total dif- 
comfiture. Ihave not failed to re- 
prefent to his Majefty this merito- 


rious conduét of his faithful fubjects 
of Ireland; andam expreffly com- 
manded to convey to them his cor- 
dial acknowledgments and thanks. 
. His Majefly’s concern for the 
fafety and happinefs of his people has 
been anxious and unceafing; he was 
prepared to fend every requifite mi- 
litary afliftance from Great Britain. 
Andhis Majefty is not without hopes 
that the formidable ‘feet aflembled 
under the command of Lord Brid- 
port for the protection of this king- 
dom (the arrival of which was only 
obftructed by thofe adverfe, ftorms 
which have proved fo deftructive 
to the prefent expedition of the 
enemy) may ftill fall in with the 
hoftile {quadron, and effeét their to- 
tal defeat. 

At the fame time, however, his 
Majefty trufts that the Houfe of 
Commons will advert tothe fitua- 
tion and refources of the kingdom 
for eftablithing future fecurity, by 
means proportionable to the daring 
efforts which may be expected from 
a defperate enemy ; who having re- 
jected every reafonable propofai for 


the reftoration of peace, isendea- | 


vouring to excite difaffection among 
his Majefty’s fubjects, and to pro- 


agate the principles of anarchy by — 


the {pirit of plunder. 


Meffaze from the Lord Lieutenant to the 


Houfe of Commonsy on the 18th of 
March, 1797. . 


_ THE dangerous and daring out- 
rages committed in many paris 
of the province of Ulfter, evi- 
dently perpetrated with a view to 


fuperfede the law, and, prevent the | 


adminiftration of juitice, by an or- 
ganized fyftem of murder and rob- 
bery, have lately increafed to fo 


alarming a degrce in fome parts of 
a 
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that province, as to bid defiance to 
‘the exertions of the civil power, and 
to endanger the lives and proper- 
ties of his Majefty’s fubjects in that 
part of the kingdom. 

Thefe outrages are encouraged 
and fupported by treafonable affo- 
ciations to overturn our happy con- 
ftitution. Threats have been held 
out againit the lives of all perfons 
who fhall venture to difcover fuch 
their treafonable intentions. The 
frequent treafonable affemblage of 
perfons, and their proceeding by 
threats and force to difarm the 
peaceable inhabitants; their endea- 
vours to collect great quantities of 
arms in obfcure hiding-places ; their 
affembling by night to exercife in 
the practice of arms; their intimi- 
dations, accompanied by the moft 
horrid murders, to prevent his Ma- 
jefty’s faithful fubjects from joining 
the yeomanry corps eftablifhed by 
law; their having fired on fome of 
his Majefty’s juftices of the peace, 
and threatened with murder any 
who fhould have the fpirit to ftand 

forth in fupport of the laws, which 
threats have been recently exem- 
plified; their attacks on the milita- 
ry, by firing on them in the execu- 
tion of their duty, — have fo totally 
bid defiance to the ordinary exer- 
tions of civil power, that I found 
myfelf obliged by every tie of duty 
to his Majefty, and of regard to the 
welfare of his faithful fubjects, to 
provide for the public fafety by the 
mott effectual and immediate appli- 
cation of the military force entruft- 
ed to me. 

I have accordingly ordered the 
General commanding in that pro- 
vince, to difpofe of and employ thofe 
troops under his command, with the 

_affiftance and co-operation of the 
yeomanry, to fupprefs thefe ‘out- 
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rages; and, by feizing upon all 
arms and ammunition, to recover 
fuch as had been traitoroufly taken 
from his Majefty’s troops and 
others, and more effectually to de- 
feat the evil defigns of thofe who 
had endangered the public fafety. 

I have the fatisfaction of inform- 
ing you, that by the firmand tempe- 
rate conduét of the General, and the 
troops under him, and the zealous 
co-operation of the yeomanry corps, 
a very confiderable number of arms 
has been taken; and I am encou- 
raged to hope that a continuation 
of the fame vigorous meafures will 
give confidence to the well-difpof- 
ed, and reftore to the civil power 
its conftitutional authority, which 
it has ever been my wifh, and fhall 
be my ftrenuous endeavour to fup- 
port with energy and effect. 


Meffage delivered on the \1th of April, 
1797, from the fame. 


CamDEN. 
Gentlemen, 


IN purfuance of the refolution 
entered into by the Houfe of Com- 
mons on the 1ft of March, 1797, 
for raifing towards the fupply grant- 
ed to his- Majefty the fum of 
3,395,6971. upon the terms therein 
mentioned, I have given fuch di- 
rections as appeared to me moft 
proper to earry the fame into exe- 
cution; and I am forry to inform 
you that it is found, after the moft 
diligent endeavours exerted for the 
purpofe, that the fum intended to 
be raifed by the faid refolution can- 
not be obtained according to the 
‘terms thereof.’ I therefore thought 
it incumbent on me that this Houfe 
fhould be made acquainted there- 
with, not doubting that the Com; 

Re mons 
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mons of Ireland, attentive to the 
honour of his Majefty’s govern- 
ment, and to the fafety of the king- 
dom, will take fuch meafuresas fhall 
be moft prudent to carry the in- 
tention of that falutary refolution 
in effect. Cc, 


Meffage delivered on the 29th of April, 
1797, from the fame. 


CamMpeEN. 


_ UPON information of the meet- 
ings of certain perfons, {ftyling 
_ themfelves United Irifhmen, for 
the purpofe of concerting plans for 
the fubverfion of the conftitution, 
and of the eftablifhed government 
of this kingdom, two committees 
in the town of Belfaft have been 
arrefted, and their papers feized: 
they contain matter of fo much im- 
portance to the public welfare, that 
Thave direéted them to be laid be- 
fore the Houfe of Commons; and I 
recommend it to them to take the 
fame into their ferious confidera- 
tion. I fhall, iv the mean time, 
purfue thofe meafures which have 
received your fanction and appro- 
bation with unremitting vigour, 
and employ the force entrufted to 
me in the moft efficient manner for 
the protection of his Majefty’s 
faithful fubje&ts againft all treafon- 
able defigns, and for bringing to 
condign punifhment thofe who are 
endeavouring to overturn the con- 
‘ftitution, and betray this country 
into the hands of her enemies. 


Proclamation by General Lake. 
Belfof? Merch 13, 1797. 
WHEREAS the daring and hor- 
ri] outrages in many parts of this 
Province, evidently perpetrated 
with a view to fuperfede tlie laws 
I 


and the adminiftration of juftice 
by an organized fyftem of murder 
and robbery, have increafed to fuch 
an alarming degree as, from their 
atrocity and extent, to bid defiance 
to the civil power, and to endanger 
the lives and properties of his Ma- 
jefty’s faithful fubjeéts. And where- 
as, the better to effect their traitor- 
ous purpofes, feveral perfons have 
been enrolled under the authority 
of his Majefty’s commiffions, and 
others have been forcibly and trai- 
toroufly deprived of their arms; 
it is therefore become indifpenfably 
neceflary, for the fafety and protec- 
tion of the well-difpofed, to inter- 
pofe the King’s troops under my 
command: and I do hereby give 
notice, that I have received autho- 
rity and directions to act in fuch 
manner as the public fafety may 
require. Ido therefore hereby en- 
join and require all perfons in this 
diftriét (peace-officers and thofe 
ferving in a military capacity ex- 
cepted) forthwith to bring in and 
furrender up all arms and ammuni- 
tion which they may have in their 
poileflion, to the officer command- 
ing the King’s troops in their neigh- 
bourhood. [| truft that an immedi- 
ate compliance with this order may 
render any act of mine to enforce 
it unneceflary. Let the people fe- 
rioufly reflect, before it is too late, 
on the ruin into which they are 
rufhing;—let them refle& upon 
their prefent profperity, and the 
miferies in which they will inevita- 
bly be involved by perfifting in acts 
of pofitive rebellion. Let them in- 
ftantly, by furrendering uP their 
arms, and by refiering tho 

toroufly taken from the King’s 
forces, refcue themfelves from the. 


feverity of military authority. Let — 


e.trai; | 


- 


4 


all the loyal and well intentioned ~ 
ack 
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ad together with energy and fpirit, 
‘in enforcing fubordination to the 
_ laws, and reftoring tranquillity in 
their refpective neighbourhoods, 
and they may be affured of pro- 
’ tection and fupport fromme. And 
I do hereby invite all perfons who 
are enabled to give information 
touching arms or ammunition which 
may be concealed, immediately to 
‘communicate the fame to the teva: 
‘ral officers commanding his Majef- 
ty’s forces in their ref{pective dif- 
‘tris; and, for their encourage- 
‘ment and reward, I do hereby pro- 
‘mife and engage that ftrict and in- 
violate fecrecy fhall be obferved 
with refpeét to all perfons who fhall 
‘make fuch communications; and 
‘that every perfon who fhall make 
it, fhall receive as a reward the full 
value ofall fuch arms and ammu- 
nition as fhall be feized in con- 

fequence thereof. 

Signed by G. Laxe, 
Lieutenant General, 
Commanding the Northern 
Diftrict. 


Proclamation of Lord Cavan. 


WHEREAS I have thought it 
expedient, during the prefent dif- 
‘turbed ftate of the country in the 
neighbourhood of this town, to give 
orders that the gates of this garri- 
fon fhall be locked every night, 
from the hour of eleven till day- 
light of the following morning, dur- 
ing which time no perfon or per- 
fons will be permitted to have either 
ingrefs or egrefs but on {pecial af- 
fairs, or on the public fervice. This 
regulation to commence on Thurf- 
day evening, the 23d inftant; and 
in order that no perfon may plead 
‘ignorance of the confequences of 
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attempting to fcale the walls, I have 
given particular orders that the fen- 
tries fhould immediately fire at any 
perfon fo attempting. 
(Signed) Cavan, 
Brigadier General, 
“Commanding at Londonderry. 


Lord Bellamont?s Proteft on the Subject 
of General Lake’s Proclamation. 


DissENTIENT. 


BECAUSE I confider it to be 
the pointed duty of the Peers, as 
hereditary counfellors of the King, 
and of his Majefty’s reprefentative 
in this kingdom, but moft efpeci- 
ally the duty of fuch as are mem- 
bers of his Majefty’s Privy Coun- 
cil, to take good care that the juft 
influence and high authority of his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant’s 
name be not brought forward to the 
public in order to cover error in 
any man, whatever may be his rank, 
character, or department in the 
ftate. The nature, magnitude, and 
impreffion of the prefent fubject 
upon the public mind, moft emi- 
nently demands the facred perform- 
ance of this duty—infomuch that 1 
fhould confider myfelf unworthy of 
the high offices of truft and honour 
which the goodnefs of the beft of 
Kings has from time to t'me moit gra-. 
cioufly conferred upon me, if I were, 
not at all times regardlefs of the con- 
fequencesas to myfelf, ready toftand 
forth between his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant and mifreprefen- 
tation or mifconception. Withre- 
gard to the legality or illegality of 
the proclamation alluded to in the 
above amendment propofed by me, 
ifany man at this day entertains a 
doubt upon the fubject, I refer any 
fuch perfon or perfons to the opi- 
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nions of fome of the moft authentic 
and refponfible lawyevs in this king- 
dom, delivered in the moft delibe- 
rate, folemn, and public manner. 
(Signed) BELLAMONT. 


By the Lord Lieutenant and Council of 
Jreland.—A Proclamation. 


CAampeEn. 


WHEREAS there exifts with- 
in this kingdom a feditious and 
traiterous confpiracy, by a num 
ber of perfons ftyling themfelves 
United Irifhmen, for the fubverfion 
of the authority of his Majefty and 
the parliament, and the deftruction 
of the eftablifhed conftitution and 
government: And whereas, for the 
execution of fuch their wicked de- 
fign, they have planned means of 
open violence, and formed fecret 
arrangements for raifing, arming, 
and paying a difciplined force; and, 
in furtherance of their purpotes, 
have frequently affembled in great 
and unufual numbers, under the 
’ colourable pretence of planting or 
digging potatoes, attending fune- 
rals, and the like, and have fre- 
quently affembled in large armed 
bodies, and plundered of arms the 
houfes of many of. his Majefty’s 
loyal fubjeéts in different parts of 
the kingdom, and cut down and 
carried away great numbers of trees, 
wherewith to make handles for 
pikes and other offenfive weapons, 
to arm their traitorous affociates; 
and have audacioufly attempted to 
difarm the diftriét of yeomanry 
corps, enrolled under his Majefty’s 
commiffion for the defence of the 
realm, and even fired upon feveral 
bodies of his Majefty’s forces when 
attempting to quell their infurrec- 
tion; and it is therefore now be- 
come neceflary to ufe the utmoft 


powers with which government is — 
by law entrufted for the fuppreffion — 
of fuch traitorous attempts: And — 
whereas the exertions of the civil © 
power have proved ineffectual for 
the fuppreffion of the aforefaid trai- | 
torous and. wicked confpiracy, and © 
for the prote¢tion of the lives and 
properties of his Majefty’s faithful 
fubjects, — 

Now we, the Lord Lieutenant, — 
by and with the advice of the Privy © 
Council, having determined, as far 
as in us lies, to fupprefs fuch daring © 
attempts, and at the fame time de- 
firous to prevent the well-difpofed 
or mifled from falling into the dan-” 
gers to which ignorance or incau.. 
tion may expofe them, do by this 
our proclamation forewarn all fuch © 
to abftain from entering into the faid 
traitorous focieties of United Irifh- 
men, or any of them, and from re- 
forting to their meetings, and acting 
under their direétions or influence, 
or taking or adherigg to any of } 
their declarations or engagements, 
and from futfering them to affemble 
in their houfes, or in any manner 
harbouring them. ; 

And we do ftriély charge and |} 
command, on their allegiance, all 
perfons having knowledge or in- | 
formation of the meetings of the 
aid focieties, or any of them, to } 
give inimediate information thereof 
to fome of his Majefty’s juftices of | 
the peace, or to fome officer of his 
Majefty’s forces in the neighbour- | 
hood of the place where fuch meet- 
ing is intended. And we do fore- 
warn all perfons from tumultuous } 
or ee affemblies, or from_ 
meeting in any unufual numbers, 
under the plaufible or colourable } 
pretence aforefaid, or any other 
whatfoever. 

And we caution his Majefty’s 
loyal 
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foyal and loving fubjeéts, whenever 
fuch affemblies fhall happen, or 
that they receive’ notice from any 
magiftrates, or from the officers 
commanding any body of his Ma- 
Jefty’s forces, to keep quietly with- 
in their dwellings, to the end that 
the well-difpofed may avoid the 
mifchiefs which the guilty may bring 
upon themfelves. 

And it has become neceflary, 
from the circumftances before men- 
tioned, to employ the military force 
with which we are by law entruft- 
ed, for the immediate fuppreffion 
of fuch rebellious and treitorous at- 
tempts now making againft the 
peace and dignity of the crown, 
and the fafety of the lives and 
properties of his Majefty’s loyal 
fubjects. We have therefore iffued 
the moft direct and effeétual orders 
to. ail officers commanding his Ma- 


jefty’s troops, by the exertions of 


their utmoft force, to fupprefs the 
fame, and to oppofe. with their full 
power all fuch as {hall refift them in 
the execution of their duty. 

And we do hereby ftriétly charge 
and command all our officers, civil 
and military, and all other of his 
Majefty’s loving fubjects, to ufe 


their utmoft endeavours to difcover 


all pikes, pike-heads, concealed 
guns and fwords, offenfive weapons, 


or ammunition of any kind what-_ 


foever. And we do hereby charge 
and command all perfons having in 
their cuftody pikes, pike-heads, or 
concealed guns, fwords, offenfive 
weapons, Or ammunition of any 
kind whatever, to deliver up the 


fame to fome magiftrate or officer’ 


of his Majefty’s troops, as they fhall 
an{wer to the contrary at their pe- 
ril. And we do hereby ftrictly 
charge and command all officers, 
civil and military, and all other his 
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Majefty’s faithful fubjeéts, to be 
aiding and aflifting in fupprefiing 
all traitorous, tumultuous, and un- 
lawful affemblies, and in bringing 
to punifhment all perfons difturb- 
ing, or attempting to difturb, the 
public peace. 

And ‘whereas we have reafon to 
hope that many of his Majecfty’s 
fubje&ts who have joined the faid 
traitorous focieties, have done fo 
without being apprized of the ex- 
tent of their crimes, and others from, 
intimidation, and that fuch may be 
willing to return to their allegiance: 
Now we being defirous to extend 
his Majetty’s pardon to all fuch as 
are fenfible of their errors, and will- 
ing to return to their allegiance, do 
hereby promife his Majetty’s par- 
don to all fuch perfons fo ieduced 
or intimidated, as have taken an 
engagement to the faid focieties, or 
any of them, who fhall, on or be- 
fore the twenty-fourth day of June 
next, furrender themfelves to any 
of his Majefty’s juftices of the peace, 
being of the quorum, of the coun- 
ties in which they fhall ref{pective- 
ly refide, and take the oath of alle- 
giance, and enter into fufficient re- 
cognizance with two fufficient fure- 
ties, if fureties fhall be required by 
the magiftrate before whom fuch 
recognizance {hall be acknowledg- 
ed (which recognizance every fuch 
magiftrate is hereby required to re- 
turn to the next general feflion of 
the peace, or affizes, to be holden 
in and for the county in which iuch 
recognizance fhall be taken refpec- 
tively) to be of the peace and good 
behaviour for the {ace of feven 
years, fave and except aii iuch as 
have been guilty of murder, confpi- 
racy of murder, burglary, burning 
of houfes, corn or tay, ftacks of 
ftraw or turf, maliciouily digging 
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up, or injuring or deftroying any 
potatoes, flax or hemp, rape or corn 
of any kind, planted or fowed, or 
deftroying meadows or hay, maim- 
ing or houghing of cattle, adminif- 
tering, or caufing to be adminifter- 
ed, any unlawful oath or engage- 
ment to any of his Majefty’s forces 
of any defcription, or inciting or 
encouraging any perfon to commit 
any of the aforefaid offences re- 
fpectively, and fave and except all 
perfons now in cuftody. 
Given at the Council-Chamber 
in Dublin, the 17th day of 
May, 1797. 
GOD SAVE THE KING. 


The Lord Lientenant’s Speech on pro- 
roguing the Parliament, on the 3d of 
July, (797. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


_ 1 HAVE the fatisfa@ion of being 
-at length enabled to relieve you 
from your laborious attendance in 
parliament, and am commanded by 
his Majefty to exprefs the juft fenfe 
he entertains of that firm temper 
and vigorous determination which 
you have uniformly manifefted in 
fupporting his Majefty’s govern- 
ment, and protecting our happy 
conftitution from the altempts of 
every foreign and domeftic enemy. 
T have much pleafure. in announc- 
ing to you, that the Britifh parlia- 
ment has paffed aéts for ab. iifhing 
the bounty on fail-cloth exported 
to Ireland, and tor prohibiting the 
importation of cambric from all 
countries except this kingdom. 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Commons, 

I am to thank you, in his Majef- 

ty’s name, for. your unanimity in 

voting the extraordinary fupplies 


which the public exigencies de~ 
manded. However unprecedented 
thofe fupplies have been in extent, 
and however difficult they may have 
been rendered, from the ftate of 
public credit, you have wifely at- 
tended to the fuperior confideration 
of national fafety. Such an exer- 
tion is the fureft proof that you are 
truly fenfible of the invaluable bleff- 
ings which we are contending to 
preferve, and that the beit means 
of effecting an honourable peace, 
and of reftoring ali the comforis of 
tranquillity, are, by difplaying at 
once your determination and your 
power, and convincing your ene- 
mies of the extent of your refources 
as well as of tiie fteadinefs of your 
courage. The ready affiftance: 
which has been received from the 
fitter kingdom in facilitating the 
loan of the year, whilft it is a fure 
demonftration of her friendly cor- 
diality, cannot fail to fhew how in- 
feparabie are the mutual interefts 
on the two kingdoms, and how ne- 
ceflary their connection is for their 
mutual profperity. Your humani- 
ty in direéting your attention to 
the prefent diftrefs among the ma- 
nufacturers, does not lefs command 
my approbation than your prudence 
in the mode of conveying relief, by 
increafing the means of their em- 
ployment. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


The powers with which you en- 
truited me py the fufpenfion of the 
habeas corjus at, have enabled. me 
io bring to light and_ to difconcert 
the formidable and fecret confpira- 
cy which had been formed for the 
total overthrow of your eftablifh- 
ments, the deftruétion of property, 
and the diffolution of government. . 
This con{piracy has been fo fully. 
unfolded by your wifdom, that it 

can 
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can no longer fpread itfelf under 
the infidious pretence which it had 
artfully affumed of improving. the 
conftitution.. In the meafures, 
- whether of vigilance or of coercion, 
which you have recommended for 
its extinétion, I fhall not relax. It 
will be my temper to ftudy the ne- 
ceflary acts of feverity and rigour 
by conciliatory offers of clemency 
and pardon, to exhort the infatuat- 
ed and deluded to abandon their 
deceivers, and to fummon the guil- 
ty to repentance ; but at the fame 
time it is and will be my fixed pur- 
pofe to proceed with vigour againtft 
thofe who, regardlefs, of every 
warning and admonition, fhall con- 
tinue their defperate efforts to in- 
volve this flourifhing country in all 
the horrors of infurre¢tion and in- 
vafion, of-bloodihed, and of anarchy. 
J have already the fatisfaction to ac- 
quaint you, that great numbers, 
who had been unfortunately feduc- 
ed, have returned to a fenfe of du- 
ty, and been admitted to his Mayef- 
ty’s clemency: and I truft that, by 


perfeverance and energy, every 


vettige of difaffection will be effac- 
ed, and univerfally give way to the 
return of that fpirit of loyalty which 
has fo long been the diftinguithed 
characteriftic of this kingdom. I 
cannot omit to congratulate youon 
the unimpaired luftre of that fpirit 
which fo confpicuoufly fhone forth 
when the enemy’s fleet appeared on 
our coafts; norcan I toooften repeat 


my full fenfe of your wifdom in the» 


efiablifhment of diftri€t corps. I 
have the moft fatisfactory accounts 
of their improvement in difcipline, 
as wellas of their exertions in quell- 
ing and preventing infurreétion; 
and Ihave myfelf witneffed the un- 
exampled exertions, good conduct, 
and military. appearance of the 
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corps of the-metropolis, whofe un- 
ceafing and unwearied vigilance, at 
a moft important. crifis, checked 
every attempt.to produce confufion 
by riot and tumult, at the fame time 
that it deftroyed the hopes of our 
enemies, and reftored confidence to 
the country in general. Your ju- 
dicious augmentation of pay to his 
Majefty’s regular and militia forces, 
which muft render their fituation fo 
highly comfortable, is at once a fea- 
fonable and honourable acknow- 
ledgement of their fteadinefs and 
loyalty. The traitorous efforts 
which have been made to entice 
them from their allegiance, have 
had a fatal effect in a few lamenta~ 
ble examples. I truft, however, 
they have excited in the minds of 
others fo timely a repentance, and 
in the reft fuch indignation and ab- 
horrence, that no future danger can 
be apprehended. Your wife infti- 
tution of a finking fund, in the 
midft of financial difficulties, cannot 
be too much applauded, and will 
prevent any ruinous depreciation of 
fund-ftock ; and, being eftablifhed 
beforethe national debt has accu- 
mulated to any oppreflive magni- 
tude, will tend to prevent its be- 
coming dangerous !—a meafure fo 
truly calculated for preferving the’ 
refources of the ftate, and fupport- 
ing public credit, mutt fecure to you 
the gratitude ofan enlightened peo- 
ple. His Majefty is exerting eve- 
ry proper effort to produce a {pee-: 
dy and fecure peace. It will be 
our duty to affift thofe efforts, by 
convincing our enemies, from the 
{tate of our preparation, and the 
unanimity of our fpirit, that they 
can hope for no advantage by pro- 
longing the calamities ‘of (war.: 
Wherever your abilities, your in- 
fluence, and exertions, can. be moft/ 

advan- 
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advantageoufly” employed on your 
return to your feveral counties, I 
am confident they will be moft con- 
fpicuoufly difplayed. A» conftant 
intercourfe with your immediate 
neighbourhood muft giveyou the 
opportunity of affording to the 
people both affiftance and example, 
of reclaiming thereby the deluded 
and ill-difpoted, and confirming the 
well-affected in their duty and al- 
legiance.. A forward fpirit of loy- 
zity, which in moft parts of the 
Kingdom has fuccefsfully checked 
the progrefs of treafon, will be 
ftrengthened and diffufed by your 
prefence and exertions. It will be 
may ambition to fecond your a¢tivi- 
ty and zeal, and to co-operate with 
your efforts for reftoring the tran- 
qguillity and profperity of the king~ 
dom. We have acommon and fa- 
cred caufe to defend, — the inde- 
pendence and conftitution of Great 
Britain and Jreland, from which 
both kingdoms have derived innu- 
merable bleflings under his Majef- 
ty’s aufpicious reign. They were 
purchafed by the deareft blood cf 
vour anceftors in a crifis not lefs 
formidable than the prefent. I 
truft we fhall not fail to imitate 
their great, example; and that we 
fhail be enabled, by fimilar courage 
and continued firmnets, to tranfmit 
to-our pofterity inviolate, ‘that in- 
valuable inheritance which their 
valour refcued, and their perfeve- 
rance preferved. 


Extraé from the Regifier of the Execu- 
tive Directory. 
Paris, 29th Frudtidor. 


HE Executive Directory, con- 
vinced that the miffion of Mr. 
Wickham to the Helvetic Cantons 


has no reference whatever to thé 
refpective interefts of England and 
Switzerland; and that his fole ob- 
jeé& is to excite and encourage plots 
againft the internal and external fe- 
curity of the French Republic, 
charge Citizen “Mingaud to invite 
and require the government of the 
canton of Berne, and alfo the ‘other 
Helvetic cantons, if neceflary, to 
give directions for Mr. Wickham’é 
immediate departure from the ter- 
ritories of Switzerland. 


(Signed) REVELLIERE Lepaux, 
Prefident, 
LacanrpE, Sec. Gen. 


Reply of the Canton of Berne. 


THE Republic of Berne, always 
holding in. the higheft eftimation’ 
the good intentions of the French’ 
Republic, has taken into mature 
confideration the note tranfmitted 
to'them by Citizen Mingaud, in the 
name of the Executive Dire@tory 
of the French Republic. 

They have to remark that, for 
nearly a century paft, Britith agents 
have uniformly refided in Switzer- 
land; and that Mr. Wickham, 
whofe departure from Switzerland 
is required by the Executive Direc-- 
tory, being accredited to ‘all the 
ftates of the Helvetic confederacy 
as Minifter Plenipotentiary, the 
Republic of Berne cannot decide 
feparately on a fubje& which fo ef-: 
fentially involves the rights of 
others, and the neutrality of the 
Helvetic Body, as declared and re- 
cognifed by all the powers now at 
war. 

The government of Beraé, al- 
ways employed in maintaining har- 
mony and good underftanding with 
France and the other belligerent 
powers, fubmits the above confide- 

ralions 
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rations to the wifdom and good 
fenfe of the Executive Directory, 
affuring the Direétory, at the fame 
time, that the Government of 
Berne, in concert with the co- 
ftates, will lofe no time in coming 
to a refolution fuitable to the mag- 
nitude of the fubje&, fhould the 
Executive Directory deem it expe- 
dient to addrefs itfelf to this effect 
to the laudable Helvetic Body. 
(Signed) Moruor, Chancellor. 


Berne, O&. 11th, 1797. 


Note of Mr. Wickham, delivered to the 
Helvetic Body on his Recall. 


Frankfort, Nov. 22, 1797. 
Magnificent and powerful Lords, 
ALTHOUGH your Lordthips 


have not communicated to me the 
demand which the Executive 
Direétory of France lately made to 
you concerning my miffion, I could 
not, however, be ignorant of what 
was notorious to all Switzerland, 
and I in confequence deemed it my 
duty to communicate it to my court, 
not omitting, at the fame time, to 
point out the infulting manner in 
which it was tranfmitted to your 
Lordfhips. In the whole of this 
tranfaétion, which attacks alike the 
law of nations and your ancient 
dignity and independence, the 
King has not failed to obferve the 
perfidious intention of diffolving 
the ties of friendfhip which have at 
all times attached his Majefty 1o 
your ftates, and the premeditated 
plan of undermining the very foun- 
dations of your confederacy. Per- 
fuaded of this truth, his Majefty 


(who, in fending his Minifter into ~ 


Switzerland, wifhed to give a 
proof of his good-will and friend- 
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fhip towards you) will not allow 
his refidence there to ferve as a 
pretext to the hoftile projects of a 
neighbour, whofe ambition ref{pects 
neither juftice nor the laws of fo- 
vereignty, and who is actuated with 
no other defire than to introduce 
into your happy countries. that de- 
ftructive fyftem, from which, by 
the help of Divine Providence, you 
have been hitherto enabled to pro- 
tet them. The King has in confe- 
quence fignified his commands, 
that his whole miffion fhould with- 
draw from your territories without 
lofs of time. — In communicating 
this refolution to your Lordfhips, 
I have the King’s exprefs commands 
to aflure.you, that it is dictated by 
no other motive than his anxious 
folicitude for the prefervation of 
your tranquillity; and that your 
Lordfhips may fully rely on a con- 
tinuance of that good-will and 
friendfhip which have ever formed 
the bafis of his Majefty’s conduct 
in all his tranfactions with your 
States.—I eagerly embrace this op- 
portunity to exprefs to you indivi- 
dually, my acknowledgements for 
the manner in which your Lord~- 
fhips have been pleafed to receive 
me during my miffion, and my re- 
gret at being no longer the organ 
of the benevolent fentiments of my 
Sovereign towards you.—In offer- 
ing up my fincereft prayers for the 
profperity and tranquillity of your 
States, I have the honour to be, 
with the higheft confideration, 
Magnificent and powerful Lords, 
(Signed) W. Wickuam. 


Anfwer of the Helvetic Body to the 
Note which Mr. Wickham, the Eng- 
lik Minifier, prefented at his De- 
farture. 


Berié, 
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Berne, December 26, 1797. 
Renee: viene 

YOUR obliging letter of the 22d 
ultimo, has communicated fo us 
his Britannic Majefty’s refolu- 
tion to recall the whole of his 
miffion to the Helvetic Body. We 
are informed, at the fame time, of the 
particular motives which have in- 
duced his Majefty to take this ftep. 
While we lament that the circum- 
ftances are fuch as. not'to allow his 
Majefty to continue his miffion 
amongit us, and muchas we feel the 
lofs of a minifter from whom we 
have received fo many convincing 
proofs of the intereft he has taken 
in the welfare of our Federal Re- 
public during his refidence in this 
country, it aifords us the greateft 
fatisfaction to find from your letter, 
that his Majefty’s generous folici- 
tude for the tranquillity and wel- 
fare of the Helvetic Body at large, 
and of our ftate in particular, has 
been the fole motive that has aétu- 
ated his Majefty in forming this 
determination. We are gratefully 
fenfible of the affurances which you 
have given us, in his Majefty’s 
name, of ‘his friendly fentiments 
and good-will towards us; and we 
avail ourfelves of this opportunity 
to recommend our Republic to the 
further continuance of his Majcfty’s 
favour. We beg you, Sir, to be 
affured, that we fall profit of every 
opportunity, with pleafure, to con- 
vince you of the warm eftcem to 
which your conduét, during your 
refidence in this town, has given 
you the ftrongeft claims, and with 
which we have the pleafure to re- 

main, Sir, your moft devoted 
Advoyer and Council of ‘the 

Town and Republic 

of Berne. 
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Treaty of Navigation and Commerce be~ 
tween his Britannic Mayjefty and the 
Emperor of Ruffia, figned at Saint 
Peterfourgh, February 10-21, 1797. 


In the Name of the Moft Holy 
and undivided Trinity. 


HB IS Majefty the King of Great 
Britain and his Majefty the 
Emperor of all the Ruffias, already 
united by the ties of the moft inti- 
mate alliance; and having it equal- 
ly at heart to cement more and 
more the good correfpondence 
which fubfifts between them and 
their refpective kingdoms, and, as 
much as it is in their power, to 
make the reciprocal commerce be- 
tween their fubjeéts profper, have 
judged it proper to colleé& under 
one point of view, and to fix the 
reciprocal rights aud duties upon 
which they have agreed amongft 
themfelves, in order to encourage _ 
and facilitate the mutual exchanges 
betwixt the two nations. In confe- 
quence of which, and in order 
without delay to proceed to the 
perfection of fo falutary a work, 
their faid Majefties have chofen 
and nominated, for their plenipo- 
tentiaries, that is to fay, his Majef- 
ty the King of Great Britain, the 
Sieur Charles Whitworth, his en- 
voy extraordinary and minifter ple- 
nipotentiary at the imperial court, 
of Rutlia, Knight of the Order of 
the Bath; and his Majefty the Em- 
peror of all the Ruffias, the Sieur 
Alexander Count of Befborodko, 
his actual privy counfellor of the 
firft clafs, fenator minifter of the ~ 
‘council of ftate, direftor general of 
the pofts, and Knight of the Order 


‘of St. Andrew, of St. Alexander 


Newiky, of St. Anne of the firft 
elafs, and grand crofs of St. Wla- 
. dimir 
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-dimir of the Arft.clafs; the Sieur 
Alexander Prince of Kourakin, his 
vice-chancellor, actual privy coun 
fellor,. minifter of the council of 
ftate, actual chamberlain, and 
Knight of the Order of St. An- 
drew, of St. Alexander Newiky, 
and of St. Anne of the firft clats, 
as alfo of the orders of Denmark, 
of Danebrog, and of the Perfect 
Union; and the Sieur Peter of Soi- 
monow, his privy counfellor, fena- 
tor prefident of the college of com- 
merce, and Knight Grand: Crofs 
of the Order of St. Wladimir of the 
fecond clafs: who, in virtue. of 
their full powers, have agreed and 
concluded upon the following ar- 
ticles: 

Article I. The peace, friend- 
fhip, and good intelligence which 
have happily hitherto fubfifted be- 
tween their Majefties the King of 
Great Britain and, the Emperor of 
all the Ruffias, fhall be confirmed 
and eftablifhed by this treaty, in 
fuch manner, that, from the pre- 
fent and for the future, there fhall 
be between the crown of Great 
Britain on one fide, and the crown 
of all the Ruffias on the other, as 
allo betwixt the ftates, countries, 
kingdoms, domains, and territories 
under their dominion, a true, fin- 
cere, firm, and perfect peace, friend- 
fhip, and good intelligence, which 
fhall laft for ever, and fhail be in- 
violably obferved equally by fea 
and by land, and upon the frefh 
waters: and the fubje¢ts, people, 
and inhabitants on each fide, of 
whatever ftate or condition they 
may be, fhall mutually treat each 
other with every poflible kind of 
benevolence and aflifiance, without 
doing each other any wrong or da- 
mage whatfeever. 

« The fubjeéts of the two high 
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contra@ting powers fhall have per- 
fect freedom of navigation and of 
commetce in all their dominions 
fituated in Europe, where naviga- 
tion and commerce are permitted 
at prefent, or fhall be fo hereafter, 
by the high contracting’ parties, to 
any other nation. 

Til. It is agreed that the fub- 
je&s of the two high contra¢ting 
parties may enter, trade, and re- 
main with their fhips, veffels, and 
carriages, laden or empty, in all the 
ports, places, and cities, where the 
fame is permitted to the fubjects 
of any other nation whatfoever ; 


and the failors, paffengers, and 


fhips, whether Britifh or Ruffian 
(although amoneft their crews there 
fhould be found the fubje4ts of fome 
other foreign nation) fhall be receiv- 
ed.and treated as the moft favoured 
nation; and neither the failors nor 
the paffengers fhall -be forced to 
enter, againft their will, into thé 
fervice of either of the two: con- 
tracting powers, with the excep- 
tion of fuch of their fubjeé&ts whom 
they may require for their own fer- 
vice: and ifa fervant or failor fhall 
defert from his fervice or fhip, he 
fhall. be reftored. It is in like 
manner agreed that the fubjects of 
the high contraéting parties may 
purchate all forts of things which 
they may be in want of at the cur- 
rent pricé;—repair and refit their 
thins, veffels, and carriages; buy all 
the provifions neceflary for “their 
fubfiftence or voyage; ftay or de~ 
part at their pleafure, without mo- 
leftation or hindrance, provided that 
they conform themfelves to the 
laws and ordinances of the refpec- 
tive dominions of the high con-- 
tracting. parties, where they may 
be. In like manner, the Ruffian 
fhips which fhall be at fea for the 

purpofe 
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purpofe of navigation, and fhall be 
“met by Englith fhips, fhall not be 
hindered in their navigation, pro- 
vided that in the Britifh fea they 
conform themfelves to cuftom ; but 
every fort of afiiftance fhall- be 
given to them both in the ports 
fubje& to Great Britain, and in 
the open fea, 

IV. It is agreed that the fubjeéts 
of Great Britain may carry, by 
water or by land, in their own 
fhips and carriages, or in thofe 
which they fhall have freighted or 
hired for that purpofe, into any 
province whatever of Ruffia, ail 
forts of merchandife or effeéts, of 
which the trade or entry is not pro- 
hibited ; that they fhall be permit- 
ted to keep them in their houfes or 
magazines, to fell or exchange them 
wholefale, freely and without mo- 
leftation, without being obliged to 
become citizens of fuch city or 
place where they fhall refide or 
trade. By felling wholefale, is un- 
derftood one or more bales of goods, 
chefts, cafks, barrels, alfo feveral 
dozens of {mall articles of merchan- 
dife of the fame kind, colle&ed in 
the fame place, and in confiderable 
lots, or other forts of package.’ It 
is further agreed, that the fubjects 
of Ruffia may carry, in the fame 
manner, into the ports of Great 
Britain and of Ireland, where they 
fhall be eftablifhed or refide, all 
forts of merchandife or effects of 

- which the trade or the entry is not 
prohibited; which is underftood 
equally of the. manufactures and 
productions of the Afiatic provin- 
ces, provided that it be not aétually 
prohibited by. fome law now in 
force in Great Britain; that they 
fhall be permitted to keep them in 
their houfes or magazines, to fell or 
exchange them wholefale, freely ; 
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become citizens of {uch city or 
place where they fhall refide, or 
trade ; and that they may buy and 
tranfport out of the dominions of 
Great Britain all forts of merchan- 
dife and effeés which the fubjects 
of any other nation may there buy 
and tranfport elfewhere, particu- 
larly gold and filver, wrought or un- 
wrought, except the coined money 
of Great Britain. It is agreed that 
Britith fubjects, trading in the do- 
minions of Ruflia, fhall have the 
liberty, in cafe of death, of an ex- 
traordinary event, or of an abfolute 
neceflity, when there remain no 
other means of procuring money, 
or in cafe of bankruptcy, of difpof- 
ing of their effeéts, either in Ruffian 
or foreign merchandife, in the 
manner in which the perfons in- 
terefted fhall think moft advanta- 
geous. The fame thing fhall be 
obferved with regard to Ruffian 
fubjects in the dominions of Great 
Britain. All this is to be under- 
ftood with the reftriction, that every 
permiffion on either fide, fpecified 
in this-article, fhall be in nowife 
contrary to the laws of the country ; 
and that the Ruffian fubjects, as 
well as the Britifh fubjects, and 
their clerks, conform themfelves, 
on both fides, punétually to the 
rights, ftatutes, and ordinances of 
the country in which they fhall 
trade, in order to obviate all forts 
of frauds and pretexts. It is for 
this reafon the decifions of the faid 
cafes happening to the Brittfh fac- 
tories in Ruflia fhall depend, at St. 
Peterfburgh, upon the college of 
commerce ; and in the other cities, 
where there is no college of com- 
merce, upon the tribunals which 
have cognizance of commercial af- 

fairs. ! 
V. And in order to preferve a 
jute 
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jut equality between’ Ruffian and 
Britifli fubjets, both the one and 
the other fhall-pay the fame duties 
of exportation and of importation, 
whetherit-bein Ruffia, or in Great 
Britain and Ireland, whether it be 
in Ruilian or in Britith veflels; and 
no regulation fhall-be made by the 
high contraéting parties in favour 
of their own fubjects, which the 
‘fubjects of the other high contrac- 
ing party fhall not enjoy, and. that 
underftood dona fide, under whatever 
name or form it may be, in fuch 
manner as, that the fubjects of one 
of the powers fhall have no ad- 
vantage over thofe of the other in 
the refpective dominions. 

_ VI. Every aififtance and poffible 
difpatch fhall be given for the load- 
ing and unloading of veflels, as well 
as for the entry and departure of 
their merchandife, according to the 
regulations made for that purpofe ; 
and they fhall not in any manner 
be detained, upon the penalties 
announced in the faid regulations. 
In like manner, if the fubje&ts of 
Great Britain make contracts with 
any chancery or college whatfoever, 
for delivering certain merchandife 
or effects, on the declaration that 
thofe merchandifes are ready to be 
delivered; and after they fhall have 
been actually delivered within the 
term fixed in thofe contracts, they 
fhall be received, and the accounts 
thall be regulated and liquidated in 
confequence, between the faid col- 
lege or chancery and the Britith 
merchants, within the time which 
fhall have been fixed in the faid 
contracts. The fame rule fhall be 
obferved in the dominions of Great 
Britain towards Ruffian merchants. 

_ VII. It isagreed that the fubjeéts 
of Great Britain may, in all the 
gilics and places of Ruffia where it 
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is allowed to any other nation to 
trade, pay for merchandife bought 
in the fame current money of 
Ruffia which they have taken for 
their merchandife fold, unlefs the 
contrary. fhould be ftipnlated in 
their contratts. The fame is to be 
underftood equally refpecting Ruf- 
fian merchandife in the dominions 
of Great Britain. 

VII. In the places where em- 
barkations are ufually made, it thal 
be perrfitted to the fubjeéts of the 
high contracting parties to load their 
fhips or carriages with, and to tranf- 
port by water and by land all forts 
of merchandife which they may 
have bought (with the exception of 
thofe of which the exportation is 
prohibited) on paying the cuftom- 
houfe duties, provided that thofe 
fhips and carriages conform them~ 
felves to the laws. 

IX. The fubjects of the high 
contracting parties fhall not pay 
more duties upon the entry or de- 
parture of their merchandife than 
are paid by the fubjeéts of other 
nations. Neverthelefs, in order to 
prevent, on both fides, the cuftom- 
houfe from being defrauded, in the 
cafe of the difcovery of merchan- 
dife imported clandeftinely, and 
without paying the cuftom-houfe 
duty, they fhall be confifcated ; and 
the merchants convicted of contra~ 
banding fhall be fubjected to the 
fine eftablifhed by the Jaw in fuch 
cafes. 

X. It fhall be permitted to the 
high contracting parties to go, come, 
and trade freely in the flaies with 
which the one or the other of thofe 
parties fhall be, in prefent or in 
future, at war, provided that they 
do not carry ammunition to the 
enemy: with the exception, ne- 
verthelefs, of places actually block- 

‘ aded 
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aded or -befieged, whether by fea 
or land; but at all other times, and 
with the exception of warlike am- 
munition, the fubjects aforefaid may 
tranfport into thofe places every 
other fort of merchandife, as well 
as paflengers, without the fmalleft 
hindrance. With refpe& to the 
fearching of merchant fhips, fhips 
of war and privateers fhall conduct 
themfelves as favourably as the 
courfe of the war then exifting 
may poffibly permit it towards the 
moft friendly powers which {hall 
remain neuter, obferving, as much 
as poflible, the acknowledged prin- 
ciples and rules of ‘the law of na- 
tions. 

XIE. All cannons, mortars, fire- 
arms, piftols, bombs, grenades, balls, 
bullets, mufkets, flints, matches, 
powder, faltpetre, fulphur, cutlaffes, 
pikes, fwords, belts, cartouch-boxes, 
faddles and» bridles, beyond the 
quantity which ‘may be neceffary 
for the ufe of the fhip, or beyond 
that which each rman ferving on 
board the veflel, or paffenger, fhall 
have, fhall be efteemed warlike 
provifions or ammunition ; and if 
any are found, they thall be confif- 
cated, according to the laws, as 
contraband or prohibited effects ; 
but neither the fhips, paflengers, 
nor the other merchandife’ found 
at the fame time, fhall be detained 
or prevented from continuing their 
voyage. 

XII. If(which God forbid) peace 
fhould be broken between the two 
high contraéting parties, . neiiher 
perfons, fhips, nor merchandife, 
fhall be detained or~confifcated ; 
but the term of a year at leaft thall 
be granted for the purpofe of fell- 
ing, difpofing of, or carrying away 
their effects, and withdrawing them- 
felves wherever they fhall pleafe, 
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which is to be underftood equally 


refpeéting all thofe who fhall be in 


the fea and land fervice ; and they 
fhall be permitted, previous to or 
at their departure, to confign the 
effects of which they fhall not have 
difpofed, as well as the debts to 
which they may have a claim, to 
fuch perfon as they fhall judge pro- 
per, to be difpofed of according to 
their will and profit; which debts 
the debtor fhall equally be obliged 
to pay as if the rupture had not 
taken place. 

XIII. In the event of a fhip- 
wreck happening in a place belong- 
ing to one or other of the high 
contracting parties, not only every 
affiftance fhall be given to the un- 
fortunate perfons, and no violence 
done to them, but alfo the effeéts 
which they fhall have thrown out 
of the fhip into the fea fhall not be 
concealed, detained, nor damaged, 
under any pretext whatever: on 
the contrary, the abovementioned 
effeéts and merchandife’ fhall be 
preferved and reftored’ to them, 
upon a fuitable recompenfe being 
given to thofe who fhall have af- 
fifted in faving their perfons, veffels, 
and effects. - 

XIV. It fhall be permitted to 
Britifh merchants to build, buy, 
fell, and hire houfes in all ftates 
and cities of Ruffia, excepting only 
the permiffion of building, buying, 
felling, and hiring houfes in thofe 
cities of the empire which have 
particular rights of citizenfhip, and: 
privileges contrary thereto: and it 
is expreffly ftipulated, that at St. 
Peterfburgh, Mofcow, Archangel, 
Riga, and Narva, as well as in all 
ports of the Black Sea, the houfes® 
which Britifh merchants fhall have 
purchafed or built, fhall, as long as 
they fhall continue to belong to 

them, 
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them, and refide thercin, be ex- 
empted from having foldiers quar- 
tered in them; but fuch houfes as 
they fhall let or hire fhall be fub- 
jected to all city taxes, the tenant 
and proprictor agreeing with each 
other on that fubject. As to every 
other city in Ruffia, the houfes 
which they fhatl purchafe or build, 
as weil as thofe which they fhall 
hire or let, fhall not be exempt 
from having foldiers quartered in 
them. It is, in like manner, per- 
mitted to Ruffian merchants to 
build, buy, fell, and hire houfes in 
Great Britain and Ireland, and to 
difpofe of them as it is allowed to 
the fubjeéts of the moit favoured 
nations. They ihall have the free 
exercife of the Greek religion in 
their own houfes, or in the places 
allotted for that purpofe. In like 
‘manner Britifh merchants fhall have 
thé free exercife of the Proteftant 
religion. The fubjects of both the 
one and the other power, eflablifh- 
ed in Rvffia or in Great Britain, 
fhall have the difpofal of their pro- 
rty, and the power of leaving it 
y will to whom they fhall judye 
proper, according to the cuftom 
and the laws of their own country. 
XV.. Paffports fhall be granted to 
all Britith fubjeéts who {hall defire 
to quit Ruflia, after having pub- 
lifhed their names and places of 
abode in the Gazettes, according to 
the cuftom of the prefent day, 
without obliging them to give fe- 
curity; and if at the time there 
does not appear any juft caufe for 
detaining them, they fhall be per- 
mitted to depart, after providing 
themfelves, however, with paffports 
from the tribunals eftablifhed for 
that purpofe. The fame facility 
fhall be granted, on the like occa- 
fion, according to the cuftom ef 
Vou. XXXIX. 
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the country, to Ruffian fubjedts 
who fhall defire to quit the domini- 
ons of Great Britain. 

XVI. Britifh merchants, who 
fhiall hire or keep fervants, hall be 
obliged to confSrm themfelves to 
the laws of the empire upon this 
fubje&; which Ruffian merchants 
fhall be equally obliged to. do in 
Great Britain. 

XVI. In all law-fuits and other 
affairs, Britifh merchants fhall not 
be under any other jurifdiction 
than that of the college of com- 
merce, or that which fhall be here- 
after eftablifhed for the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice between merchants. 
Ifit fhould happen, however, that 
Britifh merchants were to have 
law-fuits in any cities at a diftance 
from the above-mentioned college 
of commerce, both they and the 
other party fhall carry their com- 
plaint before the magiftrates of the 
faid cities. Ruifian merchants in 
Great Britain fhall have reciprocally 
the fame proteétion and juftice, ac- 
cording to the laws of that king- 
dom, which other foreign mer- 
chants have there, and fhall be 
treated in the fame manner as the 
fubjects of the moft favoured na- 
tion. 

XVII. Ruffian merchants refid- 
ing in Great Britain, and Britifh 
merchants refiding in Ruffia, fhall 
not be obliged to fhew their books 
or papers to any perfon whatfo- 
ever, unlefs it be to afford evidence 
in courts of juftice; neither fhall 
the faid books or papers be taken 
or detained. If it fhould happen, 


however, that a Britifh merchant 


becomes a bankrupt, the affair fhalk. 
be under the jurifdifion, at St. 
Peterfburgh, of the college of com- 
merce, or of that which {hall here- 
after be eftablifhed for the Patni. 

= et 
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of adminiftering juftice in commer- 
cial affairs, and, in. the other cities 
at a diftance, under that of the ma- 
giftrate of the city;'and the bufi- 
‘nefs fhall be carried on according 
to the laws which are, or fhall here- 
after be made upon that fubjeét. 
If, however, Britith merchants, ob- 
ftinately refolved not to become 
bankrupts, fhould refufe to pay 
their debts either into the banks of 
his Imperial Majefty or to indivi- 
duals, it {hall be permitted to arreft 
a part of their effects, equivalent 
to their debts; and in cafe thofe 
effects fhould prove inadequate to 
that purpofe, they may arreft their 
perfons, and detain them until the 
tnajority of their creditors, both as 
to the number and value of their 
re{fpective demands, confent to li- 
berate them : with refpeé to their 
effects which fhall have been arreft- 
ed, they fhall remain in the cuftody 
ef thofe who fhall be ‘appointed 
and duly authorifed for that pur- 
pofe by the majority of the credi- 
tors aforefaid ; and the perfons fo 
appointed fhall be obliged to ap- 
praife the effects as foon as poffible, 
and to make a juft and equitable 
diftribution to all the creditors, ac- 
cording to their refpeétive claims. 
"The fame courfe fhall be purfued, 
in fimilar cafes, with regard to 
Rufhan merchants in the dominions 
‘of Great Britain, and they fhall be 
‘protected therein in the manner 
regulated in the preceding article. 
XIX. In cafe of complaints and 
‘of law-fuifs, three perfons of irre- 
proachable charafer, from amongit 
‘the foreign merchants, fhall be, ac- 
eording to the circumftances of the 
cafe, appointed by the college of 
commerce; and in fuch places 
where there is none, by the magif- 


trate, to examine’ the books and - 


papers of the complainants; and 


the report which they fhall make 
to the college of commerce, or to 
the, magiftrate, of, what they fhalf 
have found in the faid books and 


papers, fhall be confidered as good 


proof. 

XX. The cuftom-houfes ~ fhalf 
take care to examine the fervants 
or the clerks of Ruffian merchants 
at the time of their enregiftering 
their purchafes, if they are furnifhed 
for that purpofe with the orders 
or full powers of their matters ; 
and if they are not, they fhall not 
be credited. The fame meafures 
fhall be adapted with the fervants 
of Britifh merchants; and when 
the faid fervants, they having orders 
or full powers from their matters, 
fhall have enregiftered the mer- 
chandife on account of their maf- 
ters, the latter fhall be refponfible 
therefore, in the fame manner as if 
they had themfelves enregiftered 
them. With refpect to the Ruf- 
fian fervants employed in fhops, 
they fhall, in like manner, be enre- 

iftered by the tribunals eftablifhed 
for that purpofe, in the cities where 
thofe fhops fhall be; and their 
mafters fhall be refponfible for 
them in matters of trade, and in 
the purchafes which they fhall have 
made in their name. 

XXI. In the cafe of Ruffian mer- 
chants who are in debt to Britifh 
merchants upon bills of exchange, 
or who have made contracts for the 
delivery of merchandife, not pay- 
ing their bills of exchange, or not 
delivering their merchandife at the 
place or at the time agreed upon 
and mentioned in the iaid bills or 
contra¢ts, the college of commerce, 
after complaints to that effect fhall 
have been made, and proofs given, 
fhall fummon them three times, 
granting them a fufficient time to 
appear in perfon; and if they ne 
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it to elapfe without appearing, the 
faid college fhall condemn them, 
and fend an exprefs at the expence 
of the plaintiff, to the governors 
and to the tribunals of government, 
enjoining them to put the fentence 
into execution, and thereby compel 
the debtors to fulfil their engage- 
ments. And if the demands fhould 
be found frivolous or unjuit, then 
the Britith merchants fhall be 
obliged to pay the damage which 
they fhall have occafioned, either 
lofs of time, or by the expences of 
the voyage. 
« XXII. The brack fhall be eftab- 

- lifhed with juftice, and the brackers 
fhall be anfwerable for the quality 
of the merchandife' and for fraudu- 
lent packages, and obliged, upon 
fufficient proofs againft them, to 
pay for the lofies which they have 
occafioned. 

-XXIII. A regulation fhall be 
made, in order to prevent the abufes 
which may be praétifed in the 
packing of leather, hemp,. and 
lint; and if any difputes: fhould 
happen between the purchafer and 
feller refpecting the weight or the 
tare of any merchandife, the euf- 
tom-houfe fhall decide it according 
to equity. 

XXIV. In every thing which 
relates to taxes and duties upon the 
importation and exportation of mer 
‘chandife in general, the fubjeéts_ of 
thetwo highcontracting parties fhall 
always be confidered and _ treated 
as the moft favoured nation. 

XXV. The fubjects of the two 


contracting powers fhall be at li- © 


berty, in their refpective dominions, 
-to affemble together with their con- 
ful, in a body, as a factory, and make 
-amongft themfelves, for the com- 
mon intereft of the factory, fuch 
arrangemenis as they fhall judge 
proper, provided they are in no 
refpect contrary to the laws, fta+ 
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tutes, and regulations of the coun-) 
try or place where they fhall be. 
eftablifhed. 

XXVI. Peacé, friendfhip, and 
good intelligence fhall continue 
for ever between the high contra¢t- 
ing parties; and, as it is cuftoma- 
ry to fix acertain period to treaties 
of commerce, the above-mentioned 
high contracting parties have a- 
greed that the prefent fhall laft 
eight years, reckoning from the 
expiration of the convention con- 
cluded between them on the 25th 
of March, 1793; and this treaty 
fhall have effet immediately after 
its ratification: this term being e- 
lapfed, they may agree together to 
renew or prolong it. 

XXVII. The prefent treaty of 
navigation and commerce fhall be 
approved and ratified by his Bri- 
tannic Majefty and his Imperial 
Majefty of all the Ruffias; and the - 
ratification, in good and due form, 
fhall be exchanged in the fpace of 
three months; or fooner if it can be 
done, reckoning from the day of 
the fignature. ABs 

In faith of which, the refpec- 
tive Plenipotentiaries have 
caufed two copies of it to 
be made, perfectly conform- 
able to each other, figned 
with their hands, and have 
thereunto affixed the feal o 
their, arms. 


Done at St. Peterfburgh the 
10-21ft of February, 1797, 


(x. s.) ArexanperR Count of 
Befborodko. 

(u. s.) Prince ArexaNnveER of 
Kourakin. 

(x. s.) Peter of Soimonow. 

(x. 8.) CHARLES WHITWORTH. 


DECLARATION: 
We, the pth being fur- 
nifhed with the full powers of his 
2 ; _ Majetty 
/ 
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Majefty the King of Great Britain 
on oné fide, and his Majefty the 
Emperor of all the Ruffias on the 
other, having, in virtue of thofe 
full powers, concluded and figned, 
at St. Peterfburgh, on February 
10-21, 1797, a treaty of naviga- 
tion and commerce, of which the 
9th article ftates, The fubjects of 
the high contraéting parties fhall 
not pay higher duties on the im- 
portation and exportation of their 
merchandife, than are paid by the 
fubjeés of another nation, &c. de- 
clare by thefe prefents, in virtue of 
thofe fame full powers, that by the 
words other nations, Euvopean nations 
alone are to be underftood. 

The prefent declaration fhall be 
confidered as making part of the 
above-mentioned treaty of navi- 
gation and commerce, figned Fe- 
bruary 10-21, of the prefent year, 
and this day ratified. 

In faith of which, we, the 
' refpective Plenipotentiaries, 
have caufed two copies of it, 
perfecily conformable to 
each other, to be made, have 


figned them with our own 
hands, and have thereunto , 
affixed the feal of our arms 


Done at Mofcow the 30th» 
April (11th of May) 1797. 
(1. s.) ALExanver Count of 
Befborodko. 
(zt. s.) Prince ALEXANDER of 
Kourakin. 


(fm. s.) Craries Whitworth. 


ad 


Mefag- from General Wa/hington, ‘ac- 
combanied by a very voluminesls State- 
Paper, the Subjed? of the Differences 
ahich Subfift between France and the 
United States, in the Form of a Letter 
Jromt Mr. b.ckering, the American 
Secretary of State, to Mr. Pincki:ey, 
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the American Minifter at Parit, dts 
livered to the Houfe of Reprefentatives’ 
the 19th of January. 


<— the opening of the prefent, 
Seffion of Congrefs, I men- - 
tioned that fome circumftances of 
an unwelcome nature had lately oc- 
curred in relation to France; that 
our trade had fuffered, and was fuf- 
fering extenfive injuries in the 
Weft Indies, from the cruizers and 
agents of the French Republic; 
and that communication had been 
received from its minifter here 
which indicated danger of a further 
difturbance of our commerce by its 
authority; and that we were, in 
other refpects far from agreeable; 
but that I referved for a fpecial mef- 
fage a_more particular communica- 
tion on this interefting fubject, 
This communication I now make. 
The complaints of the French 
Minifter embraced moft of the 
tranfactions of our government, in 
relation to France, from an early 
period of the prefent war; which, 
therefore, it was neceflary careful- 
ly to review. A collection has 
een formed of letters and papers 
lating to thofe tranfactions, which 
now lay before you, with a let- 
er to Mr. Pinckney, our Minifter 
at Paris, containing an examina- 
tion of the notes of the Freach 
Miniiter, and fuch information as 


I thought might be ufeful to Mr. 


Pinckney in any further reprefen- 
tations he might find neceflary to 
be made to the French govern- 
ment. . The immediate object of 
his miffion was to make to that go- 
vernment fuch explanations of the 
principles and conduét of our own, 
as, by manifefting our good faith, 
might remove all. jealouly and dif- 
content, and maintain that harmo- 
ny and good underftanding with 
the French Republic, which it hag 

_beea 
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been my conftant folicitude to pre- 
ferve. A government which re- 
quired only a knowledge of the 
truth to juftify its meafures, could 
not but be anxious to have this ful- 
ly and frankly difplayed. 

Georce WASHINGTON. 


Speech of the Prefident of the United 
States of America to Congre/s, on ofen- 
ing the Seffion, May \6th, 1797. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, 

THE perfonal inconveniences 
to the Members of the Senate and 
of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, in 
. leaving their families and private 
_ affairs at this feafon of the year, 
_ are fo obvious, that I the more re- 
_gret the extraordinary occafion 

which had rendered the convention 
of Congrefs indifpenfable. 
It would have afforded me the 
_higheft fatisfaction to have been 
_ able to congratulate you ona refto- 
. ration of peace to the nations of 
- Europe, whofe animofities have en- 
_ dangered our tranquillity; but we 
. have {till abundant caute of grati- 
- tude to the Supreme Difpenfer of 
national bleffings, for general health 
and promifing feafons; for domef- 
_ tic and focial happinefs; for the ra- 
. pid progrefs and ample acquifitions 
of induftry, through extenfive ter- 
ritories; for civil, political, and re- 
ligious liberty. While other ftates 
_.are defolated with foreign war, or 
convulfed with inteftine divifions, 
the United States prefent the pleaf- 
ing profpect of a nation governed 
by mild and equal laws; generally 
fatisfied with the pofleflion of their 
rights; neither envying the advan- 
tages, nor fearing the power of 
other nations; folicitous only for 
the maintenange of order and juf- 
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tice, and the prefervation of liberty ; 
increafing daily in-the attachment 
toa fyftem of government, in pro- 
portion to their experience of its 
utility; yielding a ready and gene- 
ral obedience to laws Howing from 
reafon, and refting on the only fo- 
lid foundation, the affeétion of the 
people. 

It is with extreme regret that I 
fall be obliged to turn your thoughts 
to other circumftances, which ad- 
monifh us that fome of thefe felici- 
ties may not be lafting; but if the 
tide of our profperity is full, and a 
reflux commencing, a vigilant cir- 
cumfpection becomes us, that we 
may meet our reverfes with forti- 
tude, and extricate ourfelves from 
their confequences, with all the 
fkill we poffefs, and all the efforts 
in our power. 

In giving to Congrefs information 
of the ftate of the union, and re- 
commending to their confideration 
fuch meafures as appear to me to 
be expedient or neceflary, accord- 
ing to my conftitutional duty, the 
caufes and the objects of the pre- 
fent extraordinary feffion will be 
explained. Q 

After the Prefident of the United 
States received information that the 
French government had expreffed 
ferious difeontents at fome proceed- 
ings of the government of thefe 
States, faid to affect the interefts of 
France, he thought it expedient to 
fend to that country a new minifter, 
fully inftructed to enter on fuch 
amicable difcuffions, and to give 
fuch candid explanations as might 
happily remove the difcontents and 
fulpicions of the French govern- 
ment, and vindicate the conduét of 
the United States. For this pur- 
pofe he feleéted from among, his 
fellow-citizens a character, whofe 
integrity, talents, experience, and 
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fervices, had placed him in the rank 
of the moft efteemed and refpeéted 
in the nétion. The direc objeé 
of his miffion was exprefled in his 
letter of credence to the French 
Republic, being “ to maintain that 
‘good underftanding which, from 
the commencement of the alliance, 
had fubfifted between the two na- 
tions; and to efface unfavourable 
impreflions, banifh fufpicions, and 
-reftore that cordiality which was at 
once the ey idence and pledge of a 
friendly union.” And his inftruc- 
tions were to the fame effea, 
“ faithfully to reprefent the difpo- 
fition of. the government and peo- 
ple of the United 8 tates, their dif- 
po ofition being one, to remove jea- 
ufies and obviate complaints, by 
fhowing that they were groundlefs ; 
to reftore that mutual confidence 
which had been fo unfortunately 
and injurioufly impaired; and to 
explain the relative interefts of bath 
countries, and the real fentiments 
of his own.” 

Aminitter thus {pecially commif- 
fioned, it was expected would have 
proved.the inftrument of reftoring 
mutual confidence between the two 
republics: the firit ftep of the French 
government correfponded with that 
expectation ; a few days before his 
arrival at Paris, the French minifter 
ef foreign relations informed the 
American minifter, then refident at 
Paris, of the formalities to be ob- 
ferved by himfelf in taking leave, 
and by his fucceffor, preparatory to 
his reception. Thefe formalities 
they obferved; and on the ninth of 
December prefented officially to 
the minifter of foreign relations, 


the one a copy of his letter of re- 


call; the cther a-copy of his letters 
-of credence. Thefe were laid be- 
fore the Executive Diredét tory. Two 
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days afterwards, the minifter of fo; 
reign relations‘informec -ihe recal- 
led American miniffer, that ‘the 
Executive DireGory had determin- 
ed not to receive another Minifter 
Plenipotentiary from the United 
States, until after the redrefs of 
grievances demanded of the Ame- 
rican government, and which ‘the 
French Republic had a right toex- 
pect from it. The American mi- 
nifter bmme diately endeavoured na 
afcertain whether, by refufing 
receive him, it was intended th nat o 
fhould retire from the territories of 
the French Republic; and verbal 
anfwers were given, that fuch was 
the intention. of the Directory. For 
his own juftification he defired' a 
written anfwer; but obtained none 
until towards the laft of January ; 
when, receiving notice in writing 
to quit the territories of the Repub- 
lic, he proceeded to Amfterdam, 
where he propofed' to wait for in- 
{tructions from ‘this government. 
During his refidence at Paris cards 
of hofpitality were refufed him; and . 
he was threatened with being fub- 
jected to the jurifdiction of the 
minifter of polite : but with be--- 
coming firmnefs he’ infifted on the 
proteétion of the law of nations, 
due to him as the known minifter 
ofa foreign power. You will de- 
rive further information from his 
difpatches, which will be laid be- 
fore you. / 
As it is often neceffary that na- 
tions fhould treat for the mutual’ 
advantage of their affairs, and efpe- 
cially toaccommodate and terminate 
differences, and as they can treat 
only by minifters, the right of em- 
bafly is well known, and eftablifhed 
by the law and ufage of nations. 
The refufal on the part of France 
to receive. and hear our minifter, 1 is 
then 
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then the denial of a right; but the 
refufal to receive him until we have 
acceded to their demands without 
difcuffion, and without inveftiga- 
tion, is to treat us neither as allies, 
nor as. friends, nor as a fovereign 
ftate. 

With this conduct of the French 
government, it will be proper to 
take into view the public audience 
given to the late minifter of the 
United States, on his taking leave 
of the Executive Directory. The 
fpeech of the Prefident difclofes 
fentiments more alarming than the 
refufal of a minifter, becaufe more 
dangerous to our independence and 
union; and at the fame time ftudi- 
oufly marked with indignities to- 
wards the government of the Unit- 
ed States. It evinces a difpofition 
to-feparate the people of the Unit- 
ed States from the government; to 
" perfuade them that they have diffe- 

rent aftections, principles, and inte- 
refts, from thofe of their fellow-ci- 
tizens,; whom they themfelves have 
chofen to manage their common 
concerns, and thus to preduce divi- 
fions fatal to our peace. Such at- 
_ tempts ought to be repelled, with a 
decifion which fhall convince France 
and the world that we are not a 
degraded people, humiliated under 
a colonial fpirit of fear, and fenfe 
of inferiority, fitted to be the mife- 
rable inftruments of foreign in- 
fluence, and regardlefs of national 
honour, character, and interett. 

I fhould have been happy to have 
thrown aveil overthefe franfactions, 
if it had been poffible to conceal 
them; but they have paffed on the 
great theatre of the world in the 
face of all Europe -and America, 
and with fuch circumftances of pub- 
licity and folemnity, that they can- 
not be difguifed, and will not foon 
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be forgotten: they have inflicted a 
wound in the American breaft. It 
is my fincere defire, however, that 
it may be healed : it is my fincere 
defire, and in this I prefume I con- 
cur with you, and with our confti- 
tuents, to preferve peace and friend- 
fhip with all nations: and believ- 
ing that neither the honournor the 
intereft of the United States abfo- 
lutely forbid the repetition of ad- 
vances for fecuring thefe defirable 
objeéts with France, I fhall inftitute 
a frefh attempt at negotiation; and 
fhall not fail to promote and accele- 
rate an accommodation, on terms 
compatible with the rights, duties, 
interefts, and honour of the nation. 
If we have committed errors, and 
thefe can be demonftrated, we fhall 
be willing to correét them; if we 
have done injuries, we fhall be will- 
ing on conviction to redrefs them; 
and equal meafures of juftice we 
have a right to expect from France, 
and every other nation. The di- 
plomatic. intercourfe between the 
United States and France being at 
prefent fufpended, the government 
has no means of obtaining official 
information from that country ; 
neverthelefs there is reafon to be- 
lieve that the Executive Directory 
pafled a decree on the 2d of March 
laft, contravening in part the trea- 
ty of amity and commerce of 1778, 
injurious to our lawful commerce, 
and endangering the lives of our 
citizens. A copy of this decree 

will be laid before you. : 
While we are endeavouring to 
adjuft all our differences with France 
by amicable negotiation, the pro- 
erefs of the war in Europe, the de- 
predations on our commerce, the 
perfonal injuries to our citizens,. 
and the general complexion of af- 
fairs, render it my. indifpenfable 
S 4 . duty 
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duty: to recommend te your confi- 
deration effectual» meafures of de- 
fence. 

The commerce: of ithe «United 
-States has becomean interefting ob- 


-ject of attention, whether we con- 


-fider it 


in relation to: the wealth 
and finances, or the firength and 
refources of the nation. With a 


-fea-coaft of near two thoufand miles 


in extent, opening a wide field for 
fifheries, navigation, and commerce, 


-agreat portion of our cilizens nam- 


rally apply their induftry and enter- 
prize to thefe objeétsy,, Any ferious 
ard permanent injury to commerce 
would not fail tocproduce the moft 
embarrafling diforders: to prevent 
it from being undermited and de- 


» ftroyed, it is effential that it receive 


-'an adeguate:protection. 


|The naval eftablifhment muft oc- 


» cur to every man who confiders the 


injuries. committed on our com- 
merce, the infults offered to our 
citizens, and the defcription of the 
veffels by which thefe abufes have 
been practifed. As the fufferings 
ef cur mercantile and: fea-faring 
cilizens cannot be afcribed to the 
omiffion of duties demandable, con- 
fidering the neutral fituation of our 
country, they are to be attributed 
to the hope of impunity, arifing 
from a fuppofed inability on our 
part to afford protecticn. To re- 
fit the confequences of fuch im- 
prefiions on the minds of foreign 
nations, and to guard againft the 
degradation and fervility which they 
mutt finally ftamp on the American 
character, is an important duty of 
government. 

A naval power, next to the mili- 
‘tia, is the natural defence of the 
United States. The experience of 
the laft war would be fufficient to 


~ fhow that a moderate naval force, 


fuch as would be eafily within the 


prefent abilities of the union, would 
have been fufficie:tt to have baffled 
many formidable traniportations of 
troops: irom one fiale, to another, 
which were then practifed. Our 
fea-coafts, from their great extent, 
are more eafily annoyed, and more 
eafily defended by a naval force 
than any other: with all the mate- 
rials our country abounds; in fkill 
our naval architects and navigators 
are equal toany; and commanders 
and feainen will not be wanting. 
But although the eftablifhment 
of a permanent fyflem, of naval de- 
fence appears to be requifite, lam 
fenfible it cannot be formed fo 
fpeedily and extenfively as the pre- 
ient crifis demands... Hitherto. I 
have thought proper to prevent the 
failing of armed veflels, except on. 
voyages to the Haft Indies, where 
general ufage, and the danger from 
pirates, appeared to render the per- 
miffion proper; yet the reftriétion 
has originated folely from a with to 
prevent collufions with the powers 
at war, contravening the act of 
Congreis of June, 1794, and not 
from. any doubt entertained by me 
of the policy and propriety of per- 
mitting our vefiels to employ means 
of defence while engaged ina law- 
ful foreign commerce. It remains 
for Congrefs to preferibe fuch regu- 
lations as will enable our fea-faring 
cilizens to defend themfelves againit 
violations of the law of nations, and 
at the fame time reftrain them from 
committing acts of hoftility againit 
the powers at war. In addition to 
thefe voluntary provifions for de- 
fence by individual citizens, it ap- 
pears to me neceflary to equip the 
frigates, and provide other veffels 
of inferior force, to take under con- 
voy fuch merchant vefftls as fhall 
remain unarmed. 
The greater part of the cruifers, 
whofe 
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~whofe depredations have been moft 
“Injurious, have been built, and fome 
‘of them partially equipped, in the 
United Staves. Although an effec- 
‘tual remedy may be attended with 
dificulty, yet I have thought it my 
“duty to prefent the fubje& general- 
“ly to your confideration. Ifa mode 
can be deviled by the wifdoni of 
' Congrefs, to prevent the refources 
of the United States from being 
converted into the means of annoy- 
ing our trade, a great evil will be 
prevented. With the fame view 
I think it proper to mention that 
fome of our citizens refident abroad, 
“have fitted out privaicers, and o- 
thers have voluntarily taken the 
coanmand, or entered on board of 
them, and committed fpoliations 
on the commerce of the United 
States. Such unnatural and ini- 
quitous practices can be reftrained 
only by fevere punifhments. 
But befides a protection of our 
commerce on the feas, I think it 
highly neceffary to protect it at 
home, where it is collected in our 
moft important ports. The dif- 
tance of the United States from 
Europe, and the well-known 
promptitude, ardour, and courage 
of the people in defence of their 
country, happily diminifh the pro- 
bability of invafion: neverthelefs, 
to guard againft fudden and preda- 
tory incurfions, the fituation of fome 
of our principal fea-ports demands 
‘your confideration ; andas ourcoun- 
try is vulnerable in other interefts 
befides thofe of its commerce, you 
will ferioufly deliberate, whether 


the means of general defence ought , 


not to be increafed, by an addition 
to the regular artillery and cavalry, 
and by arrangements for forming a 
provifional army. 


With the fame view, and as 4 
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meafure which, even in time of 
univerfal peace, ought not to be 
neglected, I recommend to your 
confideration a revifion of the laws 
for organizing, arming, and difci- 
plining the militia, to render that 
natural and fafe defence of the 
country efficacious. Although it 
is very true that we ought not to 
involve ourfelves in the political 
fyfliem of Europe, but to keep our- 
felves always diftiné and feparate 
from it if we can; yet to effect this 
feparation, early, punctual, and con- 
tinual information of the current 
chain of events, and of the political 
projects in contemplation, is no lefs 
necefiary than if we were direétly 
concerned inthem. It is neceflary, 
in order to the difcovery of the ef- 
forts made to draw us into the vor- 
tex, in feafon to make preparation 
againft them. However we may 
confider ourfelves, the maritime 
and commercial powers of the world 
will confider the United States of 
America as forming a weight in 
that balance of power in Europe, 
which never can be forgotten or 
neglected. It would not only be 
againft our intereft, but it would be 
doing wrong to one half of Europe 
at leaft, if we fhould voluntarily 
throw ourfelves into. either icale. 
tis a natural policy fora nation 
that ftudies to be neutral, to cons 
fult with other nations engaged in 
the fame ftudies and purfuits: at 
the fame time that meafures might 
be purfued with this view, our trea- 
ties with Pruffia and Sweden, one 
of which is expired, might be re- 
newed. . 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, 
It is particularly your province to 


confides the ftate of our public fi- 
nances, 
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mances, and to adopt fuch meafures 


refpecting them, as exigencies hall 


_ be found to requive ; the preferva- 
_ tion of public credit, ‘the regular 


extinguifhment of the public debt, 


‘-and a provifion of funds to defray 


- — 


any .€xiraordinary expences, , will, 
ef courfe, call for your ferious.at- 
tention. Although the impofition 


| of new burdens cannot be. in itfelf 
agreeable, yet there is no ground 
, to doubt that she American people 


will expedt from you fuch meafures 
as their actual engagements, their 
prefent fecurity, and future intereft 
demand. 


‘Gentiemen of the Senate, and 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, 


Tne prefent fitvation of ourcoun- 


try impofes an obligation on all the 
departments of government, to. a- 


dopt an explicit and decided con- 


duct. In my fituation an expofition 
of the principles by which my ad- 
miniftration will be goyerned, ought 
not to be omitted. 

It is impoffible to conceal from 
ourfelves, or the world, what has 
been before obferved, that endea- 
vours have been employed to fofter 
and eftablifh a divifion between the 
government and people of the Uni- 


" ted States. To inveftigate the caufes> 


_ which have encouraged this attempt 


is not neceffary ; but to repel by de- 


. cided and united councils, -infinua- 


“able duty, ‘ 


tions fo derogatory to honour, and 
aggrefficns fo dangerous to the con- 
ftitution, union, and even independ- 
enge of the nation, is an indifpenf- 

It muit not be permitted to be 
doubted. whéther the’ people of the 
United States. will fupport the go- 
vernnent eftablithed by their vo- 


. luntary confent,, and appoinied b 


their free ‘choice;“or whether,” by 


‘furrendering themfelves..to the di- 


rection of foreign and domeftic fac- 


tions, in oppotition to their own 
government, they will forfeit the 
honourable ftation they, have hi- 
therto maintained. : 
For myfelf,. having never been 
indifferent to what concerned. the. 
interefts of my country, devoted 
the beft part of my life to obtain 
and fupport.its independence, and 
conftantly witneffed the patriotifin, 
fidelity, and perfeverance of my 
fellow-citizens on the moft trying 
occafions, it is not for me to hefi- 
tate, or abandon a caufe in which 
my heart has been fo long en- 
gaged. : 
Convinced that the condué of 
the government has been juft and 
impartial to foreign nations; that 
thofe internal regulations, which 
have been eftablifhed by law for 
the prefervation of peace, are. in 
their nature proper, and that they 
have been fairly executed, nothing 
will ever be done by me to impair 
the national engagements, to inno- 
vate upon principles which have 
been fo deliberately and uprightly 
eftablifhed, or to peer in any 
manner the rights of the govern- 
ment. To enable me to maintain 
this declaration, I rely, under God, 
with entire confidence on the firm 
and enlightened fupport of the na- 
tional. legiflature,_ and upon_ the 
virtue and patriotifm of my fellow- 
citizens. -Joun Apams. 


- ~ 


To the Addrefs of this Houfe to’ the Pre- 

" fident, in Anfier to his Speech, which 

‘quas Little more than an Echo of it, the 
Sollowing Anfwer was returned, © 

I RECEIVE with great fatis- 

faction your candid approbation 

of ihe convention of Congrefs, and 


‘thank you for your affurance that 


the 
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the interefting fubjects recommend- 
ed to your confideration {hall re- 
ceive every attention which their 
importance demands; and that your 
co-operation may be expected in 
thofé meafures which may appear 
neceflary for our fecurity or peace. 
The declaration of the Reprefen- 
tatives of this nation of their fatis- 
faction at my promotion to the firft 
office in the government, and of 
their confidence in my fincere en- 
deavours to difcharge the various 
duties of it with advantage to our 
common country, have excited my 
 moft grateful. fenfibility. 
I pray you, Gentlemen, to be- 
’ lieve, and to communicate fuch af- 
furances to our conftituents, that 
no event which we can forefee to 
be attainable’ by any exertions in 
the difcharge of my duties, can af- 
ford: me fo much cordial fatisfac- 
tion as to conduct a negotiation 
with the French Republic, toa re- 
moval of prejudice, a correction of 
€rrors, a diffipation of outrages, an 
- accommodation of all differences, 
anda reftoration of harmony and 
affetion, to the mutual fatisfaction 
of both nations. And whenever 
' the legitimate organs of intercourfe 
fhall.be reftored, and the real fen- 
timents of the two governments 
can be candidly communicated to 
each other, although ftrongly im- 
- prefled with the necefflity of collect- 
ing ourfelves into a manly pofture 
of defence, I neverthelefs entertain 
an encouraging confidence that a 
mutual fpirit of conciliation, a dif- 
pofition to compenfate injuries, 
and accommodate each other in all 
our relations and conneétions, will 
produce an agreement,to a treaty 
confiftent with the rights, duties, 
and honour of both nations. 
(Signed) Joun Apamé. 
United States, June 3, 1797. 
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Meffage received by the Houfe of Re- 
frefentatives from the Prefident, on the 
12th of June, 1797. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, ; 


I HAVE received information 
from the commiffioners “appointed 
on the part of the United States, 
purfuant to the third article of our 
treaty with Spain, that the running 
and marking of the boundary line 
between the colonies of Eaft and 
Weft Florida, and the territory of 
the United States, have been de- 
layed by the officers of his Catho- . 
lic Majefty, and that they have de- 
clared their intention to maintain 
his jurifdiction, and to fufpend the 
withdrawing of his troops from 
military. pofts they occupy within 
the territory of the United States, 
until the two governments {hall 
by negotiation have fettled the 
meaning of the fecond article ref- 
pecting the withdrawing of the 
troops, garrifons, or fettlements 
of either party, in the territory of 
the other; that is, whether when 
the Spanifh garrifons © withdraw, 
they are to leave the works ftand- 
ing, or to demolifh them; and, un- 
til by an additional article to the 
treaty, the real property of the in- 
habitants fhall be fecured,and like- | 
wife until the Spanifh officers are 
fure the Indians ‘will be pacific. 
The two firft queftions, if to be © 
determined by negotiation,» might 
be made fubjects of difcuffion for 
years; and as no limitation of time 
can be prefcribed to: the other) (a 
certainty in the opinion of the 
Spanifh officers that the Indians 
will be pacific) it will be impofi- 
ble to fuffer it to remain an obfta- 
cle to the fulfilment of the treaty 
on the part of Spain. ~ 
“-* : 1 To 
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To remove the firft difficulty, I 
have determined to leave it to the 
difcretion of the officers of his 
Catholic Majefty, when they with- 
-draw ‘his troops from the forts with- 
in the territory of the United States, 
either to leave the works ftanding, 
ser to demolifh them; and to. re- 
imoye the fecond, I fhall caufe an 
_affarance to be. publithed, and io be 
particularly .communicated to the 
»minifter of his Catholic Majefty, 
and to the Governor of Louifiana, 
that the fettlers or occupants of the 
.Jands in queftion, fhall not be dif- 
- turbed| in. their poffeffions by the 
- troops of the United States, but, 
- on the contrary, that they fliall be 
) protected in-all their lawful claims: 
vand to prevent or remove every 
odoubt on this point, it merits the 
confideration of Congrefs, . whe- 
. ther it, will not be, expedient, im- 
«mediately to pafs a law, giving 
© pofitive affurancé to thofe inhabit- 
- ants, who, by fair, and. regular 
~ grants, or by occupancy, have ob- 
« tained legal titles, or equitable 
claims to lands in that. country, 
s priorto the, final ratification of the 
. treaty between the United States 
- and Spain on the 25th of April, 
- F796, 
: | Thiscountry is rendered pecu- 
- Barly valuable by its inhabitants, 
- svho are reprefented to amount to 
‘ nearly four thoufand, generally 
. wellaffected, and much atiached to 
tka United States, and zealous for 
) the eftablifhment of a government 
. under their authority. 

I therefore recommend to your 
eonfideration, the expediency of 
creating 2 government in the dif- 

é tridt of the Naiches, fimilar to that 
- eftablithed for the territory north- 
~. wefbote the river Ohio, but. with 
(eeriain modifications, relative to 


ea 


titles in claims of land, whether 
of individuals or companies, or to 


_claims of jurifdiGtion of any indivi- 


dual ftate. 
_ Jouw Avams. ” 


_ United States, June 12, Vi97. 


Meffage from the Prefident of the United 
States to Congre/s. 


~ Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, 


THE whole of the intelligence 
which has for fome time been re- 
ceived from abroad, the correfponds 
ence between this government 
and the minifters of the belligerent 
powers refiding here, and the ad- 
vices from the officers of the United 
States, civil and military, upon the 
frontiers, all confpire to fhew, in 4 
very ftrong light, the critical fitu- 
ation of our country. That Cons 
crefs might be enabled to form a 
more perfect judgment of it, and 
of the meafures neceffary to be ta- 
ken, I have directed the proper of- 
ficers to prepare fuch colleétions 
of extracts from the public corref- | 
pondence, as might afford the clear- 
eftinformation. The reports made 
to me from the fecretary of ftate, 
and the fecretary at war, with a col- 
lection of documents from each of 
them, are now communicated to 
both houfes of Congrefs. I have 
defired that the meflage, reports, 
and documents, may be confidered 
as confidential, merely that the | 
members of both houfes of Con- 
grefs may be apprifed of their con- 
tents before they fhould be made 
public. As foon as the Houfes 
fhall have heard them, I fhall fub- 
mit to their difcretion the publica- 
tion of the whole, or any fuch parts 

o3] 
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of them as they fhali judge necef- 
fary or expedient for the public 
good. 


Joun Apanms, 
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fatisfa€tory explanation. refpecting 
it, your,committee fent for the ori- , 
ginal letter, which accompanies this 
report. 


Two fenators, new prefent in the 
fenate, have declared to the com- 
mittee, that they are well acquaint-, 
ed with the hand-writing of Mr. 
Blount, and have no doubt that this 
letter was written by him. Your 
committee have examined many. 
letters from Mr. Blount to the fe. 
cretary of war, a number of which 
are herewith fubmitied, as well as 
the letter addrefied by Mr. Blount 
to Mr. Cocke, his colleague in the 

{enate, 


United States, July 3, 1797. 


Report of the Committee of the Senate (to 
the Senate, on the 6th of July, 1797) 
to whom was referred a Letter * from 

_W. Blount, Efg. one of the Senators 
Siom the State of Tenneffee. 


THAT Mr. Blount having de- 
elined an acknowledgment or denial 
of the letter imputed to him, and 
having failed to appear to give any 


* The following is a Copy of the Letters 


Dear Carey, Col. King’s Iron-works, April 2%2 


I withed to have feen you before I returned to Philadelphia ; but I am obliged 
fo return to the feffion of Congrefs, which commences on the 15th of May. 

Among other things that I wifhed to have feen you about, was the bufinefs of 
Captain Chifholm, mentioned to the Britifh minifter, laft winter, at Philadelphia. 

I believe, but Iam not quite fure, that the plan then talked of will be attempted 
this fail; and if it is atcempted, it will be in a much larger way than then talked 
of: and if the Indians aé their part, I have no doubt but it will fucceed. A man 
of confequence has gone to England about the bufinefs; and, if he makes arrange- 
ments as he expects, I fhall myfelf have a hand in the bufinefs, and probably shall 
be at the head of the bufinefs on the part of the Britifh. - : 

You are, however, to underftand, that it is not yet quite certain that the plaa 
will be attempted; yet you will do well to keep things in a train for a€tion in cafe 
it fllould be attempted ; and to do fo will require all your management. I fay, will 
require all your management, becaufe you muft take care, in whatever vou fay to 
Rogers, or any body elfe, not to let the plan be difcovered by Hawkins, Dinfnoor, 
Dyers, or any other perfon in the intereft of the United States or Spain. 

If L attempt this plan, L fhall endeavour to have you and all my Indian country 
atid Indian friends with me; but you are now in good bufinefs I hope, and you are 
not to ritk the lofs of it by faying any thing that will hurt you, unril you again 
hear from me. Where Captain Chitholm is I do not know; [ left him ia Phila- 
deiphia in March, and he frequently vifited the minifter, and {poke upon the fub- 
jet; but I believe he will go into the Creek nation, by way of South Carolina oc 
Georgia. He gave out that he was going to England, but I did not believe him, 
Among other things that you may fafely do, will be to keep up my confequence 
with Warts, and the Creeks and Cherokees generally; and you mult by no means 

ay any thing in favour of Hawkins; but, as often as you can with fufety to’ yours 
feif,; you may teach the Crecks to believe that he is no better than he fhould be. 
Any power or confequence he gets will be againft our plan. 

Perhaps Rogers, who has no office to lofe, is the-beft man to give out ta‘ks, 
againft Hawkins. Read the letter co Rogers, and, if you think it beft to fend itto 
him, pata wafer in it, and forward it to him by a fafe haad; or, perhaps, you had 

bewter 
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fenate, and to this committee, re- 
{pecting the bufinefs now under 
confideration; and find them all to 
be of the fame hand-writing with 
the letter in queftion. Mr. Blount 
has never denied this letter, but, 
on the other hand, when the: copy 
tranfmitted to the fenate was read 
in his prefence on the 3d inftant, 
he acknowledged, in his place, that 
he had written a letter to Carey, of 
which he had preferved a copy; but 
could not then decide whether the 
copy read was a’true one. Your 
committee are, therefore, fully per- 
fuaded that the original letter, now 
produced, was written and fent to 
Carey by Mr. Blount. They alfo 
find that this man, Carey, to whom 
it was addrefled, is; to the know- 
ledge of: Mr. Blount, in the pay 
and employment of the United 
States, as their interpreter to the 


Cherokee nation of Indians, and 
an affiftant in the public faétory at 
Tellico Block-houfe: that Hawkins,’ 
who is fo often mentioned in this 
letter as a perfon who muft be 
brought into fufpicion among the 
Creeks, and if poffible driven from 
his ftation, is the fuperintendent of 
Indian affairs for the United States 
among the fouthern Indians; Din- 
fmore is agent for the United States 
in the Cherokee nation; and By- 
ers, one of the agents in the pub- 
lic faétory at Tellico Block-houfe. 
The plan hinted at in this extra- 
ordinary letter, to be executed un- 
der the aufpices of the Britith, is 
fo capable of different conftructions 
and conjectures, that your commit- 
tee at prefent forbear giving any 
decided opinion refpecting it; ex- 
cept that to Mr. Blount’s own mind 
it appeared to be inconfiftent with 


thé 


better fend for him to come to you, and fpeak to him yourfelf refpecting the ftate 
and profpect of things. 

I have advifed you, in whatever you do, to take care of yourfelf. I have now 
to tell you to take care of me; for a difcovery of the plan would prevent the fuc- 
cefs, and much injure all the parties concerned. It may be that the commiflioners 
may not run the line as the Indians expe& or wifh ; and in that cafe, it is probable 
that the Indians may be taught to blame me for making the treaty. 

To fuch complaints againft me, if fuch there are, it may be faid by my friends, 
at proper times and places, that Doublehead confirmed the treaty with the Prefident 
vat Philadelphia, and received as much as 5000 dollars a year, to be paid to the na- 
tion, over and above the firft price. Indeed it may with truth be faid, that though I 
made the treaty, I made it by the inftruétions of the Prefident; and in fact it may 
with.truth be faid, that I was by the Prefadent inftruéted to purchafe much more 
and than the Indians would agree to fell. ; 

This fort of talk will be throwing all the blame off me upon the late Prefidents 
and as he is now out of office, it will be of no confequence how much the Indians 
blame him. And among other things that may be faid for me is, that I was not 

- at the running of the line, and that if I had been, it would have been run more to 
their fatisfaCtion. In fhort, you underftand the fubject, and muft take care to give 
. out the proper talks to keep up my confequence with the Creeks and Cherokees. 
. Can’t Rogers continue to get the Creeks to defire the Prefident to take Hawkins 
*. out of the nation? For if he ftays in the Creek nation, arid gets the good-will of 
the nation, he can and will do great injury to our plan. , 
When you have read this letter over three times, then burn it. TI fhall be at 
Knoxville in July or Auguft, when I will fend for Watts, and give him the whit 
_ key I promifed. 
HD h I am, &e, 


Wiiriam BLowunT. 


‘ocS DA TH OP A P_EsRyS, 


the interefts of the United States 
and of Spain; and he was therefore 
anxious to ‘conceal it from both. 
But when they confidered his at- 
tempt to’ feduce Carey from his 
duty as a faithful interpreter, and 
‘to employ: him as an engine to 
alienate'the aifection and confidence 
of the Indians from the public offi- 
cers of the. United States refiding 
among them; the meafures he has 
propofed to excite a temper which 
muft produce’ the recall or expul- 
fion of our fuperintendent from the 
Creek nation; his infidious advice 
tending to the advancement of his 
own popularity and confequence at 
the expence and hazard of the good 
opinion which the Indians entertain 
of this government, and of the 
treaties fubfifting between us and 
them, —your committee have no 


doubt that Mr. Blount’s conduét 


has been inconfiftent with his pub- 
lic duty, renders him unwotthy of 
a further centinuance of his prefent 
public truft in this body, and 
amounts to a high mifdemeanor. 
—They therefore unanimoufly re- 
commend to the fenate an adoption 
ef the following refolution: 

- Refolyed, That William Blount, 
Efg. one of the fenators of the 
United States, hath been guilty of 
‘a high mifdemeanor, entirely in- 
sconfiftent with his public truft and 
Auty as a fenator of the United 
States. 


On Friday July 7, the following Meffage 
vas received by the Senate from the 


, Houfe of Representatives. 
Mr. Prefident, 


I AM commanded bythe Houfe 
“of Reprefentatives, in their name, 
and in the name of the people of 
the United States, at the bar of 


your houfe, te impeach: William . 
Blount, a member of the fenate, ~ 


and to inform you, that they will 
exhibit, in due time, articles» of 
impeachment again{t him, and make 
good the fame. I am alfo com- 
manded to demand that the faid 
William‘Blount be fequeftered from 


his feat in the fenate, and that or 


ders be taken for his appearance to 
anfwer the charges which they fhall 
bring againft him. 
On Saturday, July 8, a motio 
was put and carried for the expul- 
fion of Mr. Blount. : 


Authentic Documents, laid before Congrefs 
by the Prefident of the United States. 
Note from the Britifh Minifer. 

R. LISTON prefents his refpedts 
to Colonel Pickering, fecretary of 
ftate. 

When you firft mentioned to 
me the fufpicions expreffed by the 
Spanifh minifter refpecting an ex- 
pedition fuppofed to be preparing 
on the Lakes, with a view to attack 
the Spanifh pofts in Louifiana, I 
took the liberty of obferving to you, 
that I had no knowledge of any 


~ fuch preparations, and did not be- 


lieve they exifted. 

I have fince requefted informa- 
tion on the fubject from the gover. 
nor-general of Canada, and his Ma- 
jefty’s fecretary of ftate ; and I have 
authority to affure you, that:no ex- 


pedition of the nature of that al- 


luded to, has been or is intended 
by the Britifh government. Indee 

the impropriety of violating the 
neutral territory of the United 


‘States, is an objection’ of fufficient 


magnitude to induce the King’s 
minifters to reject any fuch plan, 
were it fuggefted to them. « 
Philadeljhia, June 19, ¥197. 
ete oC anil. Midie 
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Note from the Secretary of State to Mr. 
Lifton. 
Department of State, Philadelphia, 
July 1, 1797. 
Sir, 


YOUR. note of the 19th of the 
lat month, alluding to the fufpici- 
ons expreffed by the Spanifh minif- 
ter, refpecting an expedition fug- 
gefted to be preparing at the Lakes 
againft the Spanith potts in Louifi- 
ana, I laid before ihe Prefident of 
the United States, who received 
great fatisfaction from your affirance 
that no fuch expedition has been 
or is intended by the Britith govern- 
ment. 

Will you permit me to inquire 
whether you can give any informa- 
tion concerning any other project 
of an expedition againft any part 
of tae dominions of Spain, adjacent 
to the territory ef the United States, 
where or fram whence any co-ope- 
ration was contemplated? I am 
aware of the delicacy ef this in- 
quiry; but the franknefs of our 
verbal anfwer, formerly relating to 
the alleged expedition from Cana- 
da, and the affurances in your note 
above mentioned, lead me to hope 
that you will not deem the prefent 
inquiry improper; and the proofs 
you have uniformly given of refpe¢t 
to the rights and interefts of the 
United States, authorize the further 
hope, that you will feel yourfelf at 
liberty to communicate any infor- 
mation you poffefs, which on this 
occafion may concern their tran- 
quillity and welfare; and I beg you 
to be affured that it is on this ground 
only that I would make the inquiry. 
I will add, however, that it is not 
the refult of fufpicion, but of infor- 
mation (in which your name is in- 
troduced) that fome projeét of the 
Kind has been contemplated, and 
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that the means propofed for carty+ 
ing it into execution could not but 
be highly detrimental to the United 
States. 
I have the honour to be, 
' with great refpect, Sirs 
Your moft obedient fervant, 
TimotHy PicksRING. 

Robert Liflon, Efq. Envoy Ex- 

traordinary and Minifter 

Plenipotentiary of his Bris 

tannic Majefty to the Units 

ed States. 


Rejly of Mr. Lifton. 


R. LISTON prefents his refpeéts 
to Colonel Pickering, fecretary of 
ftate. 

I have had the honour of receiv- 
ing your letter of yefterday. 

i the courfe of laft winter, fome 
perfons did aétually propofe to me 
a plan for an attack on the Floridas, 
and the other pofleffions of his Ca- 
tholic Majefty adjoining to the ter- 
ritories of the United States. — 

The general outline of the projec 
was, that the expedition fhould be 
undertaken by a Britifh force fent 
by fea, and feconded by a number 
of men refident within the limits of 
the United States, who, I was af- 
fured, would be willing to join the 
King’s ftandard, if it were erected 
on the Spanifh territory. 

I inforined the projectors that T 
could not give any encouragement 
to a plan of this nature; and I par- 
ticularly ftated two. objeétions to it ; 
the impropriety of any meafure that 
tended to a violation of the neutra+ 
lity of the United States,—and*the 
inhumanity of calling in the aid of 
the Indians ; a circumftance hinted 
at in the converfation that had taken 
place on the fubject. 

I conceived it to be my duty, 
however, to mention the bufinefs 

in. 
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in my correfpondence with my fu- 
periors; and I lately received an 
anfwer, .acquainting me- that his 
Majefty’s minifters did not think 
proper to give any countenance to 
the project, The two objections 
above alluded to (which I had of 
courfe infifted on in my report) are 
ftated as fufficient reafons for its re- 
jection, 

You muft allow me, Sir, to de- 
cline.entering into any further par- 
ticulars: on the one hand, becaufe, 
although I have all along fufpeéted 
that the perfons who propofed the 
pep to me, might not improbably 

e employed by the enemies of 
Great Britain, to endeavour with 
finifter views to infinuate themfelves 
into my confidence; yet as thefe my 
furmifes may be falfe, 1 fhould not 
be juftified in betraying the fecrets 
of men who may have meant me 
well; and, on the other hand, be- 
caufe, however loofe the principles 
of thefe fpeculators may have been 
on the fubject of the law of nations 
(as it regards the duties of neutra- 
lity) none of them, in their inter- 
courfe with me, ever expreffed fen- 

. timents that were in any degree 

hoftile to the interefts of the United 

States. 
Philadelphia, July 2, 


Addrefs of the Prefident of the United 
States of America to Consrefs, én 
opening the Seffion, November 23. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, 


_ I WAS for fome time appre- 
henfive that it would be neceflary, 
on account of the contagious fick- 
nefs which affected the city of Phi- 
~ ladelphia, to convene the nationa 
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legiflature at fome other place. 
This meafure it was defirable to a- 
void, becaufe it would occafion 
much public inconvenience, and a 
confiderable public expence, and 
add to the calamities of the inhabit- 
ants of this city, whofe fufferings 
mutt have excited the fympathy of 
all their fellow-citizens. There- 
fore, after taking meafures to af- 
certain the ftate and decline of the 
ficknefs, I poftponed my determi- 
nation, having hopes, now happily 
realifed, that, without hazard to the 
lives or health of the Members, 
Congrefs might affemble at this 
place, where it was next. by law to 
meet. I fubmit, however, to your 
confideration, whether a power to 
poftpone the meeting of Congrefs, 
without paffing the time fixed by 
the conititution upon fuch occa- 
fions, would be a ufeful amendment 
to the law of One thoufand feven 
hundred and ninety-four. Altho’ 
I cannot yet congratulate you on 
the re-eftablifhment of peace in 
Europe, and the reftoration of fecu- 
rity to the perfons and properties 
of our citizens from injuftice and 
violence at fea, we have, neverthe- 
lefs, abundant caufe of gratitude to 
the Source of benevolence and in- 
fluence, for interior tranquillity and 
erfonal fecurity, for propitious 
eafons, profperous agriculture, pro- 
ductive fifheries, and general im- 
provements: and, above all, fora 
national fpirit of civil and religious 
liberty, and a calm but fteady de- 
termination to fupport our fove- 
reignty, as well as our moral and 
religious principles, againft all open 
and fecret attacks. 

Our Envoys Extraordinary to » 
the French Republic embarked, 
one in July, the other in Auguft, 
to join their colleagues in Holland. 

4 ; I have 
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I have received intelligence of the 
arrival of both of them in Holland, 
from whence they all proceeded on 
their journey to Paris, within a few 
days of the 19th of September. 
Whatever may be the refult of this 
miffion, I truft that nothing will 
have been omitted on my part to 
condutt the negotiation to afuccefs- 
ful conclufion, on fuch equitable 
terms as may be compatible with 
the fafety, honour, and interefts of 
the United States. Nothing in the 
mean time will contribute fo much 
to the prefervation of peace, and 
the attainment of juftice, asa mani- 
feftation of the energy and unani- 
mity, of which, on many former 
occafions, the people of the United 
States have given fuch memorable 
proofs, and the exertions of thofe 
refources, for national defence, 
which a benévolent Providence has- 
kindly placed within their power. 
It may be confidently afferted, 
that nothing has occurred fince the 
adjournment of Congrefs, which 
renders inexpedient thofe precau- 
tionary meafures recommended by 
‘me to the confideration of the two 
Houfes, at the opening of your late 
‘extraordinary feffion. If that fyf- 
tem was then prudent, it is more fo 
how, as increafing depredations 
ftrengthen the reafons for its adop- 
tion. 
Indeed, whatever may be the if- 
fue of the negotiation with France, 
‘and whether the war in Europe is 
or is not to continue, I hold it moft 
certain, that permanent tranquillity 
and order will not foon be obtain- 
“ed. The ftate of fociety has fo 
long been difturbed, the fenfe of 
“moral and religious obligations fo 
‘much weakened, public faith and 
national honour have been fo im- 
paired; refpeet to-treaties has been 


fo diminifhed, and the law of na- 
tions has loft fo much of its force, 
while pride, ambition, avarice, and 
violence, have been fo much unre- 
ftrained, there remains no réafon- 
able ground on which ‘to raife an 
expectation that a commerce, with- 
out protection or defence, will not 
be plundered, i 

The commerce of the United 
States is effential, if not to their ex- 
iftence, at leaft to their comfort, 
their growth, profperity, and happi- 
nefs; the genius, character, and ha- 
bits of the people are highly com- 


mercial; their cities have been 


formed and exift upon commerce : 
our agriculture, fifheries, arts, and 
manufactures, are connected with 
and dependent upon it. In fhort, 
commerce has made this country 
what it is, and it cannot be deftroy- 
ed or neglected, without involving 
the people in poverty and diftrefs. 
Great numbers are directly and 
folely fupported by navigation. 
The faith of fociety is pledged for — 
the prefervation of the rights of — 
commercial and feafaring, no lefs 
than for thofe of the other citizens. 
Under this view of our affairs, I 
fhould hold myfelf guilty of a ne- 


‘glecét of duty if I forbore to recom- 


mend that we fhould make every 
exertion to protect our commerce, 
and to place our country-in-a fuit- 
able potture of defence, as the only 
fure means of preferving both. 

I have entertained an expetta- 
tion that it would have been in my 
power, at the opening of this fef- 
fion, to have communicated to vou 
the agreeable information of. the 
due execution of our treaty with 


‘his Catholic Majefty, refpecting the 


withdrawing of his troops from. our 
territory, and the demarcation of 
the line of limits: but, by the lateft 

: ’ “authen- 
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authentic intelligence, Spanifh gar- 
Micns were fill continued within 


the more to be regretted, as they 
cannot fail fo affe& the Indians in a 
‘Manner injuricus. to the Untied 
States. Still, however, indulging 
Ahe hope that the anfwers which 
dhave been given will remove the 
objections offered by the Spanith 
officers to the immediate execution 
of ihe treaty, I-have judged it 
preper that we fhould coniinue in 
readinefs to receive the pofts, and 
to run the line of limits. 
_. Further information on this fub- 
ject will be communicated in the 
courfe of the feffion. 
In connettion with the unplea- 
fant ftate of things on our weftern 
frontier, it is proper for me to 
mention the attempts of foreign 
agents to alienate the affections of 
the Indian nations, and to excite 
them to a€tual hoftilities againit the 
United States. Great activity has 
been exerted by thofe perfons who 
have infinuated themfelves among 
the Indian tribes refiding within 
the territories of the United States, 
to influence them to transfer their 
“affe@ions and force toa foreign na- 
tion; to form them into a confe- 
aleracy, and to prepare them for 
war againft the United States. 
Although meafures, have been 
taken to counteraét thefe infractions 
of ouryights, to prevent Indian hof- 
tilities, and to preferve entire their 
attachment to the United States, it 
is my duty to obferve, that to give 
_a better effect to thefe meafures, 
and to obviate the confequence of 
a repetition of fuch prattices, a law, 
providing adequate punifhment for 
Such offences, may be neceflary. 
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,. The Commiffoners. appointed 
under the fifth article of the Treaty 
of Amity, Commerce, and Naviga- 
‘tion, between the United States 
and Greét Britain, ‘to afcertain the 
river which was truly intended un- 
der-the name of the River St. Croix, 
mentioned in the treaty @f péace, 
met at Palzamaquody Bay, in Odto- 
ber 1796, and viewed the mouths 
of the rivers in queftion, and the 
adjacent fhores and iflands; and be- 
ing of opinion that actual furveys 
of both rivers to their fources were 
necefiary, gave to the agents of the 
two nations inftructions for that 
purpofe, and adjourned to meet at 
Bofton in Auguft. They met, but 
the furveys requiring more time 


‘than had ‘been fuppofed, and not 


being then completed, the Com- 
miffioners again adjourned, to meet 
at Providence, inthe ftate of Rhode 
Ifland, in June next, when we may 
expect a final examination and de-~ 


Cificn. 


The Commiffioners appointed in 
purfuance of the Gtharticle of the 
treaty, met at Philadelphia in May 
laft, to examine the claims of Bri- 
tith fubjects for debts contracted be- 
fore the peace, and ftill remaining 
due to them from citizens or inha- 
bitants of the United States. Va- 
rious caufes have hitherto prevented 
any determination; but the bufi- 
nefs is now refumed, and doubtlefs 
will be profecuted without inter= 
ruption. 

Several decifions on the claims of 
citizens of the United States, for | 
lofles and damages fuftained by rea- 
fon of irregular and illegal captures, 
or condemnations of their veffels or 


‘other property, have been made by 


the Commiffioners in London,con- 
formably to’ the feventh article of 
the treaty. The fums awarded by 

Fe the 
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the Commiffioners have been paid 
by the Britifh government. A con- 
fiderable number of other claims, 
“where cofts and damages, and not 
‘Captured property, were the only 
objects in queftion, have been de- 
cided by arbitration ; and the fums 
‘awarded to the citizens of the U- 
nited States have alfo been paid. 
_, The Commiffioners appointed a- 
greeably to the 21ft article of our 
treaty with Spain, met at Philadel- 
phia in the fummer paft, to examine 
and decide on the claims of our ci- 
tizens fo? lofies they have fuftained 
in confequence of their veffels and 
cargoes having been taken by the 
‘fubjets of his Catholic Majefty, 
during the late war between Spain 
and France. 
been interrupted, but now are re- 
fumed. 

The United States being obligat- 
ed to make compenfation for the 
loffes and damages fuftained by Bri- 
tith fubjects, upon the award of the 
Commiffioners ating under the 
fixth article of the treaty with Great 
Britain, and for the loffes and da- 
mages fuftained by Britifh fubjects, 
_by reafon of the capture of their 
‘veflels and merchandize, taken 
within the limits and jurifdiftion of 
the United States, and brought in- 
to their ports, or taken by veffels 
originally armed in ports of the 
United States; upon the awards of 
the Commiffioners acting under the 
feventh article of the fame treaty, 
ut is neceflary that provifion be 
made for fulfilling thefe obliga- 
iions. 

The numerous captures of Ame- 
rican veflels by the cruizers of the 
French Republic, and of fome by 
thofe of Spain, have occafioned 
tonfiderable expences in making 
and fupporting the claim of our 


Their fittings have. 


citizens before their tribunals; and 
the fums required for the purpofe 
have, in divers inftances, been dif 
burfed by the Confuls of the Uni- 
ted States. By means of the fame 
captures, great numbers of our fea- 
men have been thrown afhore in 
foreign countries, deftitute of all 
means of fubfiftence; and the fick, 
in particular, have been expofed to 
grievous fufferings. The Confuls 
have in thefe eafes alfo advanced 
money for their relief.—For thefe 
advances they reafonably expect re- 
imburfements from the United 
States. 

The Confular A&, _ relative to 
feamen, requires revifion and a- 
mendment : the provifions for their 
fupport in foreign countries, and 
for their return, are found to be 
inadequate and ineffectual. Ano- 
ther provifion feems neceflary to be 
added to the Confular Aét: fome 
foreign veflels have been difcover- 
ed failing under the flag of the U- 
nited States, and with foreign pa- 
pers. It feldom happens that the 
Confuls can detect this deception, 
becaufe they have no authority to 
demand an infpection of the regifter 
and fea-letters. 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, 

It is my duty to recommend to 
your ferious confideration thofe ob- 
jets which, by the conftitution, 
are placed ‘particularly within your 
fphere, the National Debt and 
Taxes. 

Since the decay of the feudal 
fyftem, by which the public de- 
fence was provided for, chiefly at 
the expence of individuals,. the 
fyftem of loans has been introdu- 
ced: and as no nation can raife 
within the year, by taxes, fufficient 


fums — 


to us. 
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fums for its defence and military 
 operation-in time of war, the fum 
loaned, and debts contracted, have 
neceffarily become the fubject of 
what have been called the funding 
fyftems. ‘ 

The confequences arifing from 
the continual accumulation of pub- 
lic debts in other countries, ought 
to admonifh -s to be careful to 
prevent their growth in our own. 
The national defence muft be pro- 
vided for, as well as the fupport 
of government; but both fhould 
be accomplifhed as much as poffi- 
ble by immediate taxes, and as little 
as poflible by loans. 

The Eftimates for the fervice of 
the enfuing’ year will, by my di- 
rection, be laid before you. 


Gentlemen of the Senate and 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
_ Reprefentatives, 


We are met together at a moft 
interefting period. The fituation 
of the principal powers of Europe 
are fingular and portentous. Con- 
- neéted with fome by treaties, and 
with all by commerce, no import- 
ant event there can be indifferent 
Such circumftances call, 
with a peculiar importunity, not 
_ lefs for a difpofition to unite in all 
thofe meafures on which the ho- 
nour, fafety, and profperity of our 
country depend, than for all the 
exertions of wifdom and firmnefs. 

In all fuch meafures you . may 
rely on my zealous and hearty con- 
currence. Joun Apams. 


To the Addyefs, which is nearly the Echo 
of the above Speech, the Prefident 
made the following Reply. 
Gentlemen of the Senate, 
I thank you for this addrefs. 
When, after the moft laborious in- 
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veftigation, and ferious reflection, 


without. partial confiderations or 


perfonal motives,-meafures have 
been adopted or recominended, I 
can receive no higher teftimony of. 
their reCtitude than the approba- 
tion of an Affémbly fo independ-. 
ent, patriotic, and enlightened, as 
the Senate of the United States. 
Nothing has afforded me more 
entire fatisfaction than the coinci- 
dence of your judgment with mine, 
in the opinion of the effential im-. 
portance of our commerce, and the 
abfolute neceflity of a maritime de- 
fence. What is it that has drawn 
to Europe the fuperfluous riches of 
the three other quarters of the. 
globe but a marine? What is it 
that has drained the wealth of Eu- 
rope itfelf into the coffers of two. 
or three of its principal commercial 
powers but a marine? The world 
has furnifhed no example of a flour- 
ifhing commerce without a mari- 
time proteétion; and a moderate 
knowledge of man and his hiftory 
will convince any one, that no fuch 
prodigy ever can arife. A mercan- 
tile marine and a military marine 
muft grow up together—one can- 
not long exift without the other. 
JounAbams. 


Meffage from the Direétory of the French 
Republic, on the 24th of July, to the 
Council of Five Hundred, 


Citizens Reprefentatives, 


HE lamentable ftate of the 
finances becomes worfe eve- 

ry moment; all the branches of the 
public fervice fuffer; they will all 
fail together in a few days, if a 
prompt remedy be notadminiftered. 
A’ view of their aétual fituation 
will demonftrate this fad truth. 
The accounts of credit, opened 
fince the 1ft Vendemiaire to this 
T3 day. 
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day, amount to the fum of four 
hundred and five millioris. The 
fums paid in the aforefaid period, 
fuch as annuities and penfions, arid 
the falaries in myriogrammes, a- 
mount to twenty or twenty-five 


millions; the total fums of which 


the payment ‘has been authorifed 
by the legiflative body to about 
four hundred ‘and twenty-five mil- 
lions, 

- Of this fum, the minifters have 
ftill feventy millions to  difpofe. 
The minifter of finance has fuf- 
pended the payment of thirty-eight 
millions, on orders of payment de- 
livered to him. That fum may, to 
a certain degree, be confidered as 
if it had not been appointed to be 
paid ; and thence it refults that the 
expences actually difburfed, whe- 


ther by the authority of the two’ 


councils of the legiflative body, by 
the minifters, or by other perfons, 
amount only to three hundred and 
feventeen millions. The expences 
of the campaign of Italy are not 
included in this fum, except fome 
fums particularly authorifed; be- 
éaufe- as the army lives on the pro- 
duce of the contributions which it 
caufes to be levied, -the account 
will be regulated definitively. But 
the army. of Italy conftitutes not 
the fole force which. the republic 
fupporis; it has befides under its 
ftandards, the armies of the Rhine 
and Mofelle, the Sambre and the 
Meufe, ‘the garrifons of the inte- 
rior, the extraordinaries of the ma- 
sine, °&c. and when ‘the ‘political 
fituation of the republic ts confide- 
red with impartiality, it thould be 
matter of furprife to fee ourfelves 
arriving within two months of con- 
cluding the year with a fimple au- 
thority for the expence of three 
hundred and feventeen millions, 


whereas previous to the revolution, 


‘much gieater fums were expended 


in ordinary periods.” 

‘-Doubttefs, the fum total of the 
expences is not yet exaétly knowny 
nor confequently fettled; but what 
we already know and perceive; fup- 
ports the force of this obfervation. ' 

This ftate of things will appear 
ftill more aftonifhii-z,. when you 
confider that of thefe three hun- 
dred and feventeen millions ex- 
pended, more than eighty are ‘ftilk 
due to the parties who fhould re- 
ceive them, and that their titles 
confift cither in a pledge on the 
value of national property, or on 
the’ produce of ‘contributions to be 
brought in; thence it refults, that 
if, on the one hand, the authorifed 
expences amount to three hundred 
and feventeen millions, the pay- 
ments made amount only to two 
hundred and forty, or two hundred 
and fifty millions, All the chefts 
however areempty. We exift only 
from day to day; and this pofition; 
well known to the national treafure; 
ought to prevail over all the hypo- 
thetical calculations which may be 
prefented to attempt to deftroy it. 
Tts exadtnefs is befides demonftrated 
by all the ftatements of monies al- 
ready received, and. of thofe to bé 
received, which the commiffaries of 
the national treafury have prefent- 
ed ‘almoft every month. ‘Yow will 
thence fee, Citizens Reprefenta> 
tives, that whatever efforts we ufe, 
we cannot calculate, by the exifting 
laws,‘on more than twenty-four or 
twenty-five millions ; you mutt alfo 
forefee ihat the amount of! the two 
or.three following months will not 
arrive, by, reafon of the. flownefs 
experienced in the receipt of direct 


contributions during the harveft. 


If caleulations apparently higher 
’ & care 
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are prefented, they: give only nomi- 
nal eftimates; but itis not with them 
that the public fervice can be main- 
tained.. Whatimports it, in reality, 
that the receipts amount to fifty 
miilions (if you, will) per month, 
if we muft deduét therefrom ten 
thillions’ remitted by orders of dif- 
charge, as many in bons de requifition, 
two millions ea cotte nationale, three 
millions in charges, which are reck- 
oned neither in the accounts of 
receipt nor expediture ; as then 
there: remain only twenty-five at 
difpofal. 

_ Jt has been complained,. that; in 
order to fuftain the public fervice, 
fons have been given, payable out 
of the. contributions to be levied; 
but withregard to fums failed, there 
refulted fome inconveniences. What 
meafure is exempted from: incon- 
venience, when the receipt is below 
the expenditure? The Executive 
Direory has endeavoured to: ftop 
this proceeding, by deciding that, 
in future, no order of payment fhall 
be delivered but ondifpofable funds. 
‘To commence putting this méafure 
in practice, there was of public:trea- 
Mure only 759,970 livres; it was 
neceffary, from the want of docu- 
ments, to confider as already col- 
leéted, all the prefumed. incomes of 
a whole decade. Making a due 
diftribution of this fum, there re- 
mains difpofable for the fervice of 
ten days, after deducting the pay of 
the fubfiftence of the army, the an- 
Duities, penfions, and indemnifica- 
tion of the legiflative body, only 
234,000 livres. ‘That fum being 
evidently infufficient, the commif- 
fioners of the treafury have been 
required to endeavour to procure 
00,000 livres by negotiation ; they 
replied, that they were unable to 
procure it; and if they had not 
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been able to announce, at’ ihe fame 
time, that we might calculate on 
400,000 livres, arifng from an an- 
terior operation, we fhiould haye 
found ourfelves under an impotii- 
bility of making fupplies which 
could not be fufpended without 
endangering the public fafety. 

The Executive Directory has often 
already fubmitted to you, Citizens 
Reprefentatives, its obfervations on 
this fubje&ts; it dreads: not making 
known the ftate of the public for- 
tune, becaufe it is convinced of 'the 
poflibility, of recruiting it; fo as to 
re-animate the confidence of good 
citizens, to {trike defpair into our 
internal enemies, to aftonifh our 
external, and finally to demonftrate 
that the revolution has not been 


-made in France to terminate» in 


that ftate of diftrefs which is now 
experienced in that country. 

You will obferve, Citizens Repre- 
fentatives, that we are reduced to 
re-aflefs the- landed. contribution 
which ought to have been leviable 
ten months ago; that the law'which 
was to produce fixty millions by 
the perfonal contribution of the 5th 


year, is not yet made; that ‘ the 


great communes have not:at their 
difpofition the fupplementary means 
which are neceflary for their local 
expences, and that we are under 
the neceflity of remitting to the 
commune of Paris, that it'may pro- 
vide -for -its local expences almoft 
all the taxes of the department of 
the Seine; that the indirect contri- 
butions announced fince the begin- 
ning of the year are not even yet 
put in a train of difcuffion ; thatthe 


amprovements which inay ‘be attain- 


ed from enregiftering ftamps, mort- 
gages, and pofts, are yet, but mere 
projects; that the’ refources which 
may be drawn from mortgaged lands 

T4 and 
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and rent-charges not feudal, are 
itill entire. 

The utility and the neceffity alfo 
of thefe objets have been long ac- 
knowledged: fince it has been pro- 
pofed to fubmit them to your deli- 
berations, the hopes conceived from 
them had fuftained the fervice ; that 
refource does no more exift; other 
means are become indifpenfable ; 
without authorifing them, the fer- 
vice of the next decade will be im- 
poffible. 

dt is the duty of the Executive 
Diretory to-declare to you that it 
has arrived to the'point of that crifis 
which it announced a long time 
ago, and that it has retarded it, by 
all the means in its power to ufe. 
You will find in'your wifdom the 


imeans of obviating the incalculable: 


evils that mutt refult, if the public 
treafury does not receive prompt 
and efficacious fuccours.  ' 

The Executive Direétory invites 
you, Citizens Reprefentatives, to 
take into confideration the requeft 
that it'‘has made to you. «> ° 

The following faéts prove how 
urgent it iss— = 7 > ES 
We learn that the 
my isin arrear. ~ 
There are only 234 thoufand 
francs for urgent purpofes, which 
require ten millions.* °: 54 
There is more than five due to 
perfon in employment, the major 
part of whom have not yet received 
the whole of what was due to them 
in the menth of Germinal. 
The repairs of roads and public 
monuments are about to be fuf- 
pended. : I ihanibhe 0" AE 
The providers of bread to the 
prifons muft ftopi:) eas nots tes 
The fervice of the hofpitals is 
expofed to the fame danger.» 
- There is no effeCtive referve. 


pay of the ar- 


179%: 


There remains nothing difpof- 
able. 

It is to you, Citizens Reprefenta- 
tives alone that it belongs to finda 
remedy. SAP" Bru 

(Signed) ety 
Carnot, Prefident. 
Lacarbe, Secretary General, 


Meffage from the Executive Diregtory to 
the Council of Five Hundred, of the 
14h Thermidor (Aug. 1.) 0) 


Citizens Reprefentatives, 


THE Executive Directory hag 
juft given the feconu decifion on 
the urgent payments to be made in 
the fecond decade of Thermidor ; 
the demands, originating from the 
moft prefling wants, amounted to 
about twenty millions. In order to 
maintain the public fervice, it was 
neceflary to confider the prefump- 
tive receipt of the departments dur- 
ing the laft decade, and that of the 
national treafury during the prefent, 
as funds actually to be difpofed of. 
The fum total of thefe funds it has 
not been poffible to rate higher 
than at 6,620,000 livres, which have 
been’ diftributed in fuch manner as 
appeared moft conformable to the 
fubfifting laws, and the fupport of 
the public fervice, under the difficult 
circumftances wherein weare placed. 
There remains a deficit of about 
fourteen millions for the next de- 
cade, to which is to be added the 
expence of the ten following days. 
Whatever calculations may be made, 
Citizens Reprefentatives, it muft 
be evident to you, that our prefent 


-micans are not fufficient.. From the 


ftatement tranfmitted to youa few 
days fince by the national treafury, 
it is clear that we cannot expect to 
receive twenty-three millions in 
{pecie during the month of ‘Ther- 

~ midor, 
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midor. With means fo feeble, it 
will. be impoffible to maintain the 
public fervice; and the difficulties 
it labours under renders its fituation 
worfe every day. This ftate of 
things deferves your attention the 
more, as it might be altered by 
making ufe of the refources which 
the republic has yet left. The per- 
fuafion, Citizens Reprefentatives, 
that thefe refources ftill exift, has 
hitherto fupported our courage and 
animated our hope; but it is time 
to improve them. The minifter of 
finances ‘has pointed out fome of 
them: in the report annexed to this 
meflage. The Directory has met 
with frequent opportunities to in- 
vite you to examine into thefe re- 
fources, and the danger of the pre- 
fent moment obliges them to repeat 
this requeft. From a conviétion 
that the adoption of proper mea- 
fures for reftoring public credit 
would produce the moft fortunate 
change, the Directory fincerely with 
that you may take them into {peedy 
confideration. ~ 
; (Signed) 

Carwor, Prefident. 

Lacarpe, Secretary General. 


Meffage from the Dire€ory to the Council 
of kive Hundred, 9th of Auguft. 
Citizens Reprefentatives, 
THE Executive Directory tranf- 
mits you the decifion which it has 
juft made refpecting the urgency 
of the payments which are to take 
place during the 3d decade, the ftate 
of the demands formed by the pro- 
per officers, and the report of the 
minifter of the finances. It defires 


- you would infpeét thefe documents, 


and compare the prefent ftate of 
things with the fituation in which 
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we have been at a fimilar period, 
during the two preceding decades, 

It requefts, above all, that you 
would compare the urgency of the 
public wants, the evils refulting 
from them, the anxiety which they 
diffufe, and the apprehenfion which 
they infpire on the fubject of the 
common fafety, with the advantages 
that could be enfured, were the 
refources which are {till in the pof- 
fefion of the republic made difs 
pofable. 

Take away, Citizens Reprefenta- 
tives, every thing that prevents you 
from enfuring the neceflary returns 
for the maintenance of the military 
fervice, the pay and fubfiftence of 
the troops, the payment of the pub- 
lic creditors, the falaries of the 
public funétionaries, already feveral 
months in arrear, and the difcharge 
of the expences which the govern- 
ment cannot poftpone, without 
compromifing the conduét which it 
ought to obferve. for the perform- 
ance of its duty,—the internal and 
external fafety of the republic. 

The refources which can be 
brought into action are of two kinds. 
The one requires fome previous 
meafure before they can be made 
difpofable ; the other may ferve as 
fecurities for contraéts, the execu- 
tion of which would furnifh a fuffi- 
cient delay for the attainment of 
the firft. 

' But they both call for an immedi- 
ate determination; and if no ufe 
be made of them, they are of as 
little moment as if they never ex- 
ifted. A proper ufe of them may, 
and can, extricate the finances from 
the dangerous crifis: to. which they 
are at prefent reduced. The peril 
is imminent; but. if you enaét) the 
laws which have been demanded of 
you, which the public opinion calls 
for, 


298 ANNUALS “REGISTER; 1797. 


for, and the commiffions charged 
with the examination of them have 
pronounced to “be neceffary, the 
dangers’ with which we are. threat~ 
ened will difappear. Our ‘enemies 
know that France, with her prefent 
‘conftitution, has only to exprefs a 
with to ameliorate her finances, 
that the means of courfe will follow, 
and that; if thefe méans be well 
employed, they muft produce the 
defired effet. It is time, Citizens 
Reprefentatives, to juftify that opi- 
nion, by deliberations that will give 
validity to it. ‘The fafety of the 
couhtry is intimately connected with 
them. © Let ‘the fituation’ of our 
finances be once ainéliorated, and 
peace -will naturally find its way 
back to our territories. Under its 
aufpices all the French will feap the 
fruits of their 'elorious efforts in the 
catife: which’ they have made tri- 
UMApPh eM 
~The Executive Diretory, Citi- 
zens Reprefentatives, renews its 
moft preffing invitations that you 
may -take into your difcuffion the 
faws relative to the finances and the 
receipts, which may place the reve- 
nue on a par with the indifpenfable 
difburfements of the ftate. 
(Signed) 
~ Carnot, Prefident. 
Lacarve, Secretary General. 


WMeffage from the DireSory to the Council 
of Five Flundved on the \Oth of Auguft, 
in Anfrcer to the’ Refolution of the Coun- 
ed veffiecting the March of the Troops 
within the’ Conftitutional-Limits. 

, Citizens Reprefentatives, 

The Executive Direétory delayed 
replying to your meflage of the 17th 
of this month, relative to the march- 
ing orders’given to four regiments 
‘of chaffeurs; which were to pals by 


Ferte-Alais, in the expé&ation that 
the report of the committee of in~- 
fpectors, upon which that meflage 
had been adopted, would be printed. 
It is not yet printed; but the Di- 
rectory, who in the mean time have 
been collecting the documents, they: 
were defirous of procuring refpect- 
ing the route: of thefe troops, con~ 
fider it their duty to tranfmit to 
you {uch iriformation as has reach~ 
ed them. 

Citizen Lefage, Commiffary ‘of, : 
War, has: made the following de- 
claration upon this fubject: 

“ Citizen Lefage, Commiffary of 
War for the army of the Sambre 
and Meufe, charged with the police 
of the divifion of chaffeurs com~ 
manded by General Richepaufe, 
certifies, that after the faid General 
had given to him, at Durenne, the 
itinerary of the »route which this 
divifion was to obferve in going to 
Chartres (an itinerary which was 
entirely written by General Riche- 
paufe, but not figned by him) he 
received at Aix la Chapelle ‘the 
order of proceeding in that deftina- 
tion, and preparing, beforehand, 
at the places pointed out, the ne- 
ceflary provifions and quarters for 
four regiments which compofed 
that divifion, but which were only 
to arrive in fucceffion at three reft- 
ing places; that, without examin- 
ing the itinerary which had ‘been 
given to him, or knowing that 
Ferte-Alais was within the confti-+ 
tutional limits of Paris, he expe- 
dited the order for the route,’ in 
confequence of which the troops 
were'to march—that. he followed 
the route to Rheims—that, being 
there affured that the letters he had 
written to Charleville, with direc- - 
tions to the municipalities of the 
places through which the troops 

: “i Oh ee 
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were to pafs, had: been duly re- 
ceived, and having no further pre- 
cautions to take, as the municipal 
adminiftrations were charged with 
quertering and providing for the 
troops, he yiclded to the defire of 
feeing his family, who refide at 
Chartres, and left the route of the 
divifion to take the fhorter one by 
Soiffons. 

_ * He further certifies, that nei- 
ther the General Richepaufe, nor 
any other fteff officer, gave him‘any 
ether marching order than’ the a- 
bove, the itinérary ‘of which was 
tranfmitted to’ him-at Durenne: 
=that, during the courfe of the 
march, he did not hear any of the 
troops {peak of their deftination; 
that he only heard, at Bonn and 
Durenne, perfons, who did not be- 
long to the army, fay that the divi- 
fion was to embark at Breft.’? 

' General Richepaufe ftates, on 
his part, that he received an order 
from General Hoche, dated Co- 
logne, the 15th Mefhidor, in the 
following terms’: 

“ Geneval . Richepaufe, com- 
manding the divifion ef horfe chaf- 
feurs, is hereby ordered to proceeds 
with the four regiments under his 
command, to Breft, by the way of 
Chartresiand Alencgon: 


(Signed) “ Hocne.” 


General Richepaufe. has ‘befides 
made the following declaration, 
which he fubicribed before the Di- 
rectory on the 22d of Thermidor: | 

“I certify, that it was in confe- 
quence of the order of the General 
in Chief, Hoche, dated the 15th 
Mefiidor, directing me to proceed 
_ with the four regiments under my 
command to Breft, by the way -of 
Chartres and Alengon, that I traced 
the route by which the divifion I 
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commanded was to proceed to’ 
Chartres; that I was totally igno- 
rant of the exiftence of any law- 
which required that the troops 
fhould not come within twelve 
leagues of Paris;—that I even was: 
inclined to havé made them pafs 
through Paris; and that the diffi- 
culty of maintaining order among 
troops quartered in a large city, was 
the only reafon which determined 
me not to adopt that route; that 
my intention was evidently pure ; 
for, if it had not, I would not have 
ordered a commiflary of war to have: 
preceded me, whowas fix days be- 
fore the van of the troops, which 
was the head of the column com- 
manded by me. , 


(Signed) “ RicwhEPAUSE.” 


Such is the information whicly 
the Directory has procured refpect- 
ing the marching order given to 
the four regiments of chaffeurs 
drawn from the army of the Sambre 
and Meufe, and which were to pafs 
by Ferte-Alais to Brett. 

While the Directory confine theif 
anf{wer to this point, they confider 
it neceflary to direct your attention 
to a ftatement which appears to 
have been contained in the report 
upon which your meflage was 
founded. 

. All the journals agree in ftating, 
that you were informed that arms 
and ammunition had recently been 
diftributed at Chartres to five huns 
dred rufiians, for the purpofe of fup- 
prefiing or of threatening the frees 
dom of the legiflative body. This 
{tatement is completely difproved 
by the municipality of the place: 
the age Sy of the municipa- 
lity has been addreffed to you; fo 
that you muft already be convinced 
that the enemies ‘of the country 
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have led the members of your com- 
mittee into an error upon this fub- 
ject. 

We now come, Citizens Repre- 
fentatives, to the fecond part of 
your meflage. 

The Executive Directory cid not, 
till the day before yefterday, receive 
the originals of the addreffes of the 
defenders of the country from the 
different divifions that compofe the 
army of Italy. They were all def- 
tined for the Executive Dire€tory, 
with the exception of two only; 
and thefe were addreffed to the de- 
fenders of the country compofing 
the other armies. 

Though the meaning and fenfe 
of the word deliberer (to deliberate) 
has not been fo accurately defined 
as to be clearly applied to the at 
by which, after having expreJed 
their fears and their hopes to the 
Executive Directory and to their 
brethren in arms, the defenders of 
the country have only ftated the 
wifhes they had formed, and the 
fentiments that animated’ them, the 
Executive Directory have neverthe- 
lefs refolved to prevent its circula- 
tion. They have alfo written to 
the general in chief, deploring the 
circumftances which had induced 
the brave republican foldiers to 
commit thofe acts which might be 
confidered irregular, and inviting 
them carefully to avoid every thing 
which may in the leaft degree tend 
to the infraction or violation of the 
conftitution. The Directory «has 
not ftopped there: they have thought 
it their duty to go back to the cautes, 
and to point them out, perfuaded 
that you will, in your wifdom, adopt 
fuch meafures as fhall make ihem 
ceafe to exitt. 

The caufe of thefe proceedings, 
on the part of ihe defenders of the 
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country, is to be attributed: to the 
generalalarm and inquietude which, 
for fome months paft, having taken 
pofteffion of all perfons, has fuc- 
ceeded the ‘profound tranquillity 
that reigned, and the general con-. 
fidence which everywhere prevailed. 
It is to be attributed to the defalca- 
tion in the revenue, which leaves 
all parts of the adminiftration in 
the moft deplorable fituation, and 
deprives often, of their pay and 
their fubfiftence, the men who, for 
years paft, have “fhed their blood 
and facrificed their healih to ferve 
the republic :—It is to be attributed 
to the perfecution and affaffination 
of the purchafers of national pro- 
perty, of the public fun¢tionaries, 
of the defenders of the country—in 
fhort, of all thofe who have dared 
to fhew themfelves the friends of 
the republic:—It is to be attributed 
to the want of firmnefs and vigour 
in the punifhment of criminals, and 
to the partiality of the public tri- 
bunals : — It is to be attributed to 
the infolence of the emigrants and 
the refractory priefts, who, recalled, 
and openly favoured, appear every- 
where, keep alive the flame of dif- 
cord, and infpire a contempt for 
the laws :—It is to be afcribed to the 
multitude of journals with which 
the armies, like the interior, are 
inundated —journals which threaten 
death to the.fupporters of liberty, 
which vilify all the republican in- 
ftitutions, which openly and fhame- 
lefily defire the return of royalty, 
and all the oppreflive and vexatious 
inftitulions which equally torment 
and humiliate the merchant, the 
arlifan, and the labourer, and even 
the rich proprietor who is untitled : 
—It isto be found in the intereft 
(always ill-diffembled, and frequent- 
ly openly manifefted) which the 
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enemies of their country take in 
the glory and the profperity of the 
Englifh government and the Auf- 
trian court; while they endeavour, 
on the contrary, to diminifh the 
true renown of our warriors, and 
{peak with an ill-difeuifed contempt 
of the high deitiny held out to 
France, and of the eminent degree 
of glory and of happinefs which fhe 
was about to reach: — It is owing 
to the blame which has been thrown 
upon the moft glorious and ufeful 
confequences of the victories ef our 
defenders—to the plan, openly de- 
clared, of calumniating and ruining 
the reputation of our republican 
generals, and particularly thofe who, 
to the glory of the moft brilliant 
triumphs and the moft fkilful cam- 
paigns, have added (one in the weft 
of France, the other in Italy) the 
immortal honour of a political con- 
duct, which will procure to their 
philofophy and their humanity as 
much praife as has already been be- 
ftowed on their military genius. 
Finally, ‘the caufe is to be found 
in the defpair to which all true 
citizens, and particularly the de- 
fenders of the country, are reduced, 
in feeing at the moment of its con- 
clufion, and after they had purchaf- 
ed it with fo much blood and fo 
many fufferings, the definitive peace, 
folicited by the chiefs of the van- 
quifhed coalition, placed at a dif- 
tance—that, peace which a govern- 
ment, the friend of humanity, feeks 
fill with the greateft earneftnefs to 
conclude. But, all at once re-ani- 
mating their hopes, and reckoning 
upon the diffolution of the repub- 
lican government, in confequence 
of the exhaufted flate of our finan- 
ees, upon the death or the exile of 
our braveft generals, and on the 
difperfion and deftruction of our 
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armies, thefe fame coalefced powers 
have exhibited as much tardinefs in 
the progrefs of their negotiations as 
they at firft teftified ardour to ter- 
minate them. 

Such, Citizens Reprefentatives, 
are the caufes which have agitated 
the minds of the foldiers of the re- 
public, and induced them to exprefs 
their fears and their refolutions. 
The Executive Direétory repeats, 
that they fhall do what they ought 
to do, in recommending to the 
troops to. avoid all irregular pro- 
ceedings which are contrary to that 
difcipline which is the foul of ar- 
mies, and oppofite to the laws which 
are the fupport of the ftate: but 
they owe to you, in the mean time, 
a frank and faithful declaration of 
their fentiments. 

The government ftill confidently 
hopes to fave France from the dif- 
folution to which it is precipitately 
hurried ; to extinguifh the torches 
of civil war which are lighted up 
with fury; and to protect perfons 
and property from the danger of a 
new revolution. This refolution 
the Directory will purfue with per- 
feverance and with courage, and 
will not be turned afide by any 
fears, or by any influence. They 
will not, however, confent to in- 
fpire a falfe fecurity, either in their 
fellow-citizens of the interior, or in 
thofe who defend the country with- 
out. They fhould confider them- 
felves guilty of .reafon towards their 
country, if they concealed the atro- 
cious attempts that are unremitting- 
ly made to lead us into all the hor- 
rors of a fecond revolution, by over- 
throwing the prefent government, 
either by treafon or by force. 

(Signed) ; 
Carnot, Prefident. 
Lacarpe, Secretary General, 
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The council ordered the meflage 
to be printed, fent to the council of 
Ancients, and referred to a com- 
Jnittee, 


Refort of the Council of Five Tindred on 
the Ath Fiutider (Auguft 21) by 
Thibcaudeau, relative to the March 
of the Troops. 


YOU have ordered your Com- 
mittee to prefent to you legiflative 
plans upon the different topics con- 
fained in the meflage which was 
. tranimitted to you on the 22d 
Thermidor laft. The Committee, 
in the firft place, confider it their 
duty to dire& your attention to our 
prefent fituation. The republic 
fately advanced towards peace, 
public confidence was revived, the 
.conftitution began to be contoli- 
dated, every thing prefaged to us 
happy and peaceful deftinies. What 
evil genius has reanimated our paf- 
fions, rekindled our animofities, 


created divifions between thediffer-" 


ent branches of government, and 
planted terror in the breafts of all 
good citizens? It is time to recall 
fecurity, to give confidence to good 
citizens, to reprefs the bad, to re- 
ttore public credit, and to fupport 
the legiflative body in the rank in 
which the conftitution has placed 
it. To attain this objet you mutt 
re-eftablifh your communications 
with the people. Never let your 
voice be unknown ‘o them. From 
this tribune reafon and juftice ought 
always to be heard with that fpirit 
of peace and impartiality in which 
true dignity confifts.. Your Com- 
mittee has proceeded to the exa- 
mination .cf the meflage ef the 
Lirectory. 
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An unexpected change in the 
miniftry, and the march of the 
troops, had fixed. the attention of 
the legiflative body, and merited 
its folicitude. In expreffing our 
regret on account. of the diimiffal 
of the minifters, and our alarms re- 
{pecting the march of the troops, 
we did not conteft with the Diree- 
tory .the right, of changing their 
minifters, and difpo‘ing of the armed 
force; but the legiflative body ‘had 
undoubtedly the right of demand- 
ing information refpecting the vio- 
lation of the conftitutional limits. 
The Directory replied, that it was 
to be attributed to an error in the 
marching orders. You referred 
this mefiage to a Committee, which 
occupied itfelf, as it was wifely faid 
by the reporter (Pichegru), lefs in 
preving the crime than in endea- 
vouring to prevent it from being 
committed hereafter. This Com- 
mittee prefented to you the plan 
of a refolution for afcertaining the 
conftitutional limits. 

We fhall not at prefent inquire 
into the caufe of the marching of 
the troops. Perhaps we {fkall one 
day be made acquainted with its 
we have as yet learned only that 
the conftitutional limits have been 
violated. . General Richepaufe de- 
clares, that having been four years 
on the frontiers, he knew not of 
the diipofitions of the conftitution 
relative to this object. - An excufe 
of this nature would not be admit- 
tedin the courts of juftice; but the 
teftimonials we have had of the 
moral character of the general, in- 
duce us to think there has been na 
evil intention on his part. 

I proceed to.a more important 
object, the addreffes* of the army 


* Alluding to various addreffes from feveral divifidns of the French armies of- 


fering to fupport the Diredtory ot the councils, 


of 
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of Italy. What would become of 
the republic if thofe who have re- 
ceived arms only for her defence 
were ‘to interpofe in civil difcuf- 
fions? You are ‘acquainted with the 
volume of addreffes which have 
been drawn up by this army. They 
are marked by an ardent expreffion 
of love for liberty; but they hold 
forth abfurd claims, extravagant o- 
pinions, and criminal projects. The 
firft-fentiments belong to our ge- 
nerous defenders, the others to 
fome factious men who with to fee 
the bofom of their country torn 
even by thofe who are charged with 
its defence. Noyit is not our war- 
riors, but fome ferocious monfters, 
who have conceived the project of 
delivering to the enemy the con- 
quefts acquired by the valour and 
blood of our troops, andtolead them 
back to their Brlies under the 
ftandard of rebellion. Have you 
been.able to read without indigna- 
tion one of thcfe addreffes, which 
_ afferis that the fyftem of royalifm is 
unceafingly purfued in the legifla- 
ture? Does the audacious rebel who 
penned this impious phrafe yet ex- 
iftr Does he exift, and are you 
free? Does the government flum- 
ber, that it has not proceeded with 
vigour againft him? Thefeaddrefies 
‘are at prefent direfted againft the 
legiflature — Directors of the re- 
public, they will foon be directed 
againft you! Wretched! wretched 
is the authority which is fupported 
A bayonets! They always con- 
clude by annihilating the power 
which they have eftablifhed., The 
addreffes have been certified by the 
chief of the etat-majors of the ar- 
my. They have been officially 
tranfmitted to feveral adminiftra- 
tions: they were deftined to otter 
corps of troops; and yet this, it 
/ 2 
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is faid, was not a deliberation. 
Doubtlefs it was not; for -had'thefe 
addrefles ‘been deliberated upon) 
they would have been publifhed in 
a camp of citizen foldiers, who 
would have caufed the voice of the 
conftitution tobe heard. If the 
foldiers have not read them, they 
do not fpeak the fentiments ‘of the 
army. The conftitution prohibits 
addreffes in the collective name of 
an armed body, and will a General 
be permitted to violate it? The 
more fervices your generals and 
foldiers have rendered to the coun- 
try, the more you ought to guard 
againft all attempts upon the con- 
ftitution. In a rifing republic do 
not permit the troops to act as if 
they had conquered only for them- 
felves, unlefs you would fee, as 
once was the cafe in the Roman 
empire, your foldiers only obe 
their generals, and ‘never their 
country. It has been attempted to 
perfuade the conquerors of Italy 
that a fyftem of profcription exifts 
againft them. Proferibe them4 
Who would dare to attempt it? 
Who would defire. it? ~ What 
Frenchman’s heart does not glow 
at the recital of their heroic ac- 
tions, which command the grati- 
tude of their country, and cover 
with a veil of glory the dreadful e- 
vents which have tarnifhed the re- 
volution? They were citizens*be- 
fore they were foldiers—they muft 
ceafe to be foldiers to become a- 
gain citizens. 

The Directory inform you, that 
they haye put a ftop tothe circula- 
tion of thefe ‘addreffes, and that 
they have written to the command- 
ers in chief, deploring the circum- 
ftances which had led to’'this vio- 
lation of the conftitutional act. 
Your Committee confider it their 

duiy 


3044 ANNUAL REGISTER,» 1797. 


duty to declare openly to you, that 
the anfwer of the Direétory has ap- 
peared to them unworthy of its 
power, and the rank in which the- 
conftitution has placed that body. 

Confider what progrefs has been 
made in confequence of thefe dan- 
gezous examples. .The fpirit of 
faétion has already introduced the 
Janguage of anarchy into the camps. 
‘It has infinuated itfelf even into the 
honourable retreat of our wounded 
warriors for the fabrication of ad- 
dreffes: it heats the minds of men : 
it proclaims everywhere diffolu- 
tion and death— Yet the govern- 
ment fleeps! Awaken, legiflators, 
watch for yourfelves and for the 
people. The conftitutional limits 
avetraced. Directors, generals, and 
foldiers, bow yourfelves before the 
will of the people. . The legifla- 
tive body will never balance with 
its duty. It is inacceffible to fear, 
and will never fubmit to menace. 

Your committee will not hum- 
ble itfelf in replying to the calum- 
nies propagated by your enemies. 
A legiflative body which is not ac. 
cufable, ought not to juftify itfelf. 
By its aéts it muft be judged. We 
fhall {peak the truth to the Directory 
—we fhall fpeak the truth to the 
people. 

The infolence of priefts and emi- 
grants is denounced to you. As to 
the priefts, is their profcription in 
a mafs to be regretted? Liberty of 
confcience, liberty of worfhip, and 
fubmiffion tothe laws—fuch are the 
principles maintained by all philo- 
fophers — fuch are the principles 
confecrated by the conftitution and 
’ the laws, in oppofition to the claims 
of a religion which wifhed to te 
exclufively eftablifhed. As to the 
emigrants, who favours them? Do 
not the laws refpecting the emi- 
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grants exift? Do they not place in 
the hands of the Dire@tory the moft 
active, the moft powerful, and the 
moft arbitrary means? The return 
of noted emigrants is announced. 
The houfe in which they affemble 
is even mentioned: but what then 
is the duty of the police? Why 
thofe erafements, the traffic of 
which is publicly reported? It be- 
longs to us to require from the Di- 
rectory an account of thefe monft- 
rous abufes. 

The Direéory tell you that af- 
faffinations are committed, and that 
partiality is difplayed by the tribu- . 
nals. It is neceffary to inform them 
that they have oyerftepped their 
duty, and we do them fervice in 
recalling them to it. Itis true that 
blood flows in feveral departments; 
but there are laws againift aflaflina- 
tion, and the Directory ought to 
execute them. If there be partia- 
lity in the. tribunals, there is a law 
to punifh them, and the Directory 
ought to denounce the guilty. In 
all cafes crimes cannot make us de- 
{pair of juftice; and we ought to 
demand of the DireGory an account 


_of the meafures they have taken to 


reprefs ihe crimes of which they 
complain. We do not underftand 
the protection they claim for the 
purchafers of national property. 
Their perfons and their property 
are under the fafeguard of the con- 
ftitulion, and you have given a 
proof of your refpect for them by 
your refolution refpecting the fre/- 
byteres. 
The Directory inform you that 
there are journals which breathe 
only murder and the return of roy- 
alty: It is certain that the exceffes 
of a multitude of pamphlets and 
journals leave no citizen the power 
of repofing his mind amidft an prea 
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of extravagant and factious opi- 
nions; but you have manifefted 
your defire for reprefiing this abufe; 
and there is only, required a law 
which fhall prevent it, without in- 
juring the rights of citizens: all the 
elements of this law are ready, and 
the Committee you named for pre- 
paring it, will foon make their re- 
port. ' 

The deficiency in the public re- 
venue, it isadded, deprives our ar- 
mies of their pay. We will not 
deny that negligence on the part of 
the receivers, and the want of order 
and ceconomy, have thrown our fi- 
nances into diforder; but have the 
armies any reafon to reproach the 


‘legiflative body? At what period 


have you refufed them funds? Your 
refolutions -on this fubject have al- 
ways been vated with wrgence. The 
payment of the troops has always 
been attended to, in preference to 
every other expence. Is it thenin 
yain that the unfortunate rentier di- 
vides with them his bread? Have 


then the forced loan, the affignats, 


the mandais, the contributions in 
the conquered countries, the na- 
tional eftates been found infufi- 
cient? Let us rather fay, that our 
refources being diftributed through 
fuch a variety of channels have 
been exhaufted; but that if they 
had been more prudently employ- 
ed, the-moft important part of the 


_ public fervice would not be in fuch 


a deplorable ftate., 

Let the finances, then, alone oc- 
cupy all your folicitude. I know 
that every day your attention is 
taken up with this fubject. But 
the time is arrived when you muft 


_-difregard the prejudices againft di- 


ea 


from our embarrafiinent. 


rectcontributions. Peace! Peace! 
This is the mean of extricating us 
How 
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very criminal would thofe be who 
would wifh to place it fill at a dif- 
tance! Doubtlefs there are men 
who ftill preferve the criminal hope 
of overturning the republic. Trai- 
tors exift, we are told — why are 
they not deie&ted? There are con- 
fpirators—why are they not punifh- 
ed? We have laws—why are they 
not executed? No! the defend- 
ers of the country will never be 
made to believe that the legiflative 
body oppofes a peace. Who has 
appeared more defirous than our- 
felves to obtain it. Hiftory will 
examine whether the events which 
have lately taken place in Italy 
have not contributed to retard the 
conclufion of.it; but can France 
blame its Generals for giving libérty 
to millions of men? And, when 
they have gained their liberty, can 
France refufe to themits friendfhip 
and its alliance? Your Committee, 
however, does not with to propofe 
that you fhould approve, or even 
be filent upon thefe events. 

The Dire€tory has gone beyond 
its powers. If war had been de- 
clared againft the Italian ftates, who 
had the right to declare it without 
your confent? If treaties of com- 
merce or fubfidies have been made, 
who could make them without 
your approbation? The fates of 
Italy cannot be the allies of France 
without a decree from you. - Their 
government will be equivocal, their 
liberty without fupport, as long as 
the treaties fhall not have been ap- 
proved by us. 

Fears have been entertained that 
the DireSory would be accufed, 
and that the legiflative body woul 
be attacked. The legiflative body 
has a right to accufe the Direétory ; 
and if there exifted any reafons for 
accufation, it would, without fear, 
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without hefitation accufe them. 
But anattack on the legiflative bo- 
dy! who would make it? A few 
brigands? The recollection of their 
patt defeats will ferve them as a lef- 
fon. The foldiers? Never will 
they be feen marching under the 
colours of affafiins. The Direétory? 
Such an idea cannot occupy our at- 
tention for a moment; its own in- 
tereft is in oppofition to it. 


To conclude —you will find in ~ 


your own courage and your own 
prudenee extraordinary refources. 

{Here Thibaudeau implored all 
the members of the government to 
act in union and concord. He in- 
vited the reprefentatives and direc- 
tors to be upon their guard again 
the exaggerations of parties, who 
fought only to heighten their ani- 
mofities, that they might be hurried 
to acataftrophe which would de- 
firoy them all.] 

In examining, he added, this 
meflage of the Directory, its exag- 
gerations, and the bitternefs of its 
ftyle, we have avoided giving new 
aliment to the factions. Legiflators 
ought not to be guided by paffion. 
Jn vain cur common enemies medi- 
tate the ruin of the republic. The 
republic is deeply rooted; it has 
ripened in the midft of {torms, and 
it belongs not alone to the prefent 
generation. The new dangers 
which threaten it ferve only to dif- 
play once more its ftrength. Each 
power fhallreturn to its proper li- 
mits; and if fome men have wifhed 
to overftep them, they fhall be re- 
called, and confined to their proper 
ftation. 

Citizen foldiers, you whom we 
muft cenfure to-day, but whom we 
muft always admire, believe that 
liberty is here defended by your 
friends. The legiflature is the ci- 
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tadel of the conftitulion; it is your 
duty to die for it, and you are about 
to befiege it. Let its voice be al- 
ways heard among you; and when 
you return to your fire-fides, you 
will find it cemented by your 
blood, and covered with your tri- 
umphs. 

Thibaudeau concluded by pre- 
fenting the plan of two refolus 
tions. 

The firft declared, that all con- 
{piracies or crimes againft the con- 
flitution, the legiflalive body, and 
the Directory, came under the ju- 
rifdi@ion of the criminal tribunal 
of the place where the legiflature 
fits; that all perfons accufed fhould 
be denounced at the office of the 
public accufer; but that they fhould 
have the power of appealing from 
that tribunal, and in this cafe they 
fhould be carried before a court 
pointed out by the tribunal of caf- 
fation. 

The fecond declared every af- 
fembly of foldiers, for the purpofe 
of deliberating in other. circum- 
{tances than thofe determined by 
the law, a crime; that any commu- 
nication under the title of addreffes 
from one armed body to another, 
or to the civil authority, fhould be 
punifhed as a feditious aé&t; andde- 
termined the punifhments to be in- 
flicted upon the promoters of fuch 
affemblies, and the fubfcribers of 
addreffes, according to the nature of 
the cafe. 


Meffage of the Executive Directory to the 
Council of Five Hundred, Auguft 20th, | 
1797. 


Citizen Reprefentatives, 
THE Executive Diréétory has 
proceeded to the diftribution of the 
tunds affigned for the fervice of the 
firtt 
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firft decade of Fruétidor. The fin- 
ular and uncommon circumftances 
in which they. are placed, oblige 
them to lay before you the refults 
of this diftribution, which will con- 
vince you of the indifpenfable ne- 
ceffity of rendering the means dif- 
potable, which are requifite to pre- 
vent the impending difafters. De- 
ducting 63,888,967 livres, and 75 
centimes, which remain to be paid 
on warrants already iffued for ur- 
gent fervices, and payments become 
due, the moft prefling demands 
amount to 21,002,790 livres 54 
centimes. This fum confifts of the 
following articles: 
E. a. 
7,128,309 3 
3,944,916 95 


To pay the troops 
To fuitenance 


To penfions and di- 


vidends |. - 930,000 O 
To conftitutional fala- 

ries . 986,943 83 
To falaries and pen- 

fions - 


5,040,990 0 
To fundries 7,001,629 29 

The ways and means, as ftated 
by the National Treafury, prefent, 
at firft fight, inftead of difpofable 
funds, a deficit of 3,793,681 livres 


“which it would be neceflary to co- 


ver previous to afligning any fums 
of money for the fervice of the dif- 
ferent departments. It has been 
calculated that the above deficit 
may in a great meafure be covered 
by the prefumptive funds calculat- 
ed as exifting in the public chefts 
of the departments ; and that by 
adding to the funds actually exift- 
ing in the public treafury thofe 
which appear moft difpofable, the 
fuppofition might be admitted, that 
a Basce of about 800,000 livres 


3 might remain for the fervice of the 


decade, independently of fuch fuins 


as muft unavoidably be paid at Paris 
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on the arrears of the preceding de- 
cade. A calculation has afterwards 
been formed of thofe articles of ex- 
pence which it is indifpenfably ne- 
ceflary to meet for the execution 
of the laws, as wellas for the main- 
tenance of the public fervice. Un- 
der thefe heads have been claffed 
the pay and fuftenance of the land 
and naval forces, dividends and 
penfions, the conftitutional indem- 
nifications of the legiflative body 5 
63,703 livres 14 fovs for the pay- 
ment of bills of exchange accepted 
by the national treafury, and 50,000 
livres for the moft urgent expence 
to be made at Paris for the home 
department. Thefe objects amount 
toa fum total of 8,850,729 livres 
87 ceutimes. To find this fum, it 
has been fuppofed that the national 
treafury can furnifh 850,929 livres 
87 centimes, actually in its poffef- 
fion; that it is to receive in the 
courfe of the decade one million, 
and that the effective receipts in the 
departments during the laft decade, 
mutt be fuppofed to amount to fe- 
ven millions. This calculation is 
moft furely exaggerated: it violates 
all proportion, and exceeds all pro- 
bability, and the fubfifting circum- 
{tances would alone authorize its 
admiffion; and yet, citizens repre- 
fentatives, you cannot but perceive 
that this is the chief refource for 
meeting the moft urgent and moft 
indifpenfable expence. To this 
meflage are annexed the copy of a 
letter from the national treafury, 
dated the 1ft Fructidor (Auguft 17) © 
proving the neceflity of the repar- 
tition for this decade’ being made ° 
according toa prefumptive eftimate 
of the revenue, the ftatement of 
ways and means for the firft decade 


_ of Fructidor, tranfmitted by the na- 


tional treafury, and another of the 
2 divifions 
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divifions and diftributions contain- 
ing a detailed account of the de- 
mands, founded on the regifters of 
the different commiflaries. The 
Directory refer to thofe authentic 
papers all thofe who fhall prefume 
to queftion the truth of the refults 
they offer. Who contradiéts the 
following facts is either grofily mif- 
taken, citizens reprefentatives, or 
endeavours to deceive you:—-1. The 
national treafury does not poffes 
one million of difpofable funds for 
the prefent decade. 2. In order to 
find the above-ftated fum, it is in- 
difpenfably neceflary to fuppofe 
‘the receipts in the departments 
amount to 7,000,000; and that, 
moreover, the national treafury is 
. to receive one million at Paris. 
3. This fuppofition is exaggerated, 
but muft be admitted. 4. The law 
of the Vendemiaire and 9th Ther- 
midor, enact that the pay and fuf- 
tenance of the troops fhall be paid 
in preference to every other de- 
mand. The ageregate fum of thefe 
‘two articles of expence amounts 
to 7,075,226 livres.73 centimes. 
5. The law of the 15th Vendemiaire 
aftigns to the ftockholders a fixth of 
- the taxes; the national treafury de- 
mands under this head 900,000 li- 
vres. 6. The law which fixes the 
expence of the legiflative body or- 
dains that the conftitutional indem- 
nification of its members fhall be 
paid every month. 7. The engage- 
ments contracted by the national 
, treafury, with refpect to accepted 
bills of exchange, demand the. {um 
- of 63,703 livres 24centimes. 8. The 
fafety of Paris, the imperious force 
of the fupreme law; demands that 
the minifter of the interior-be able 
to difpofe of 50,000 livres. 9. Thefe 
articles abforb all the funds which 
may be confidered as difpofable. 


~ 
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10. Except the falaries of the legif- 
lative body, there remains no mo- 
ney to difcharge all other conftitu- 
tional and other falaries and pen- 
fions; nor are any funds left for the 
hofpitals, the repair of dykes, roads, 
canals, &c. 11. The Directory 
cannot extend its diftribution to 
any fum exceeding thé above 
amount: and it is to the want of 
difpofeable funds that ought to be 
imputed the failure of all the other 
branches of the public fervice, and 
the danger with which they are 
threatened. 12. If the national 
treafury is defired, by means of ne- 
gotialions, to augment the refourc- 
es, it is obliged to return in anfwer, 
That it does not poffefs any thing 
which may ferve for that purpofe. 
13. The pay of the army is confi- 
derably inarrear.. This is a certain 
and acknowledged fact. 14. The 
future fuftenance of the troops is 
compromifed. 15. No funds re- 
main to be difpofed of for the relief 
of hofpitals. The Executive Di- 
rectory can perceive no poflible re- 
fource that may be applied to affift 
them. The decifion which it is 
enabied to make with refpect to 
the urgency of the payments, make 
no alteration in the deplorable fitu- 
ation in which they are placed. | 
The Directory confidered itfelf | 
bound to lay before you thefeftate- — 
ments. It has fulfilled that duty ; 
but it does not apprehend that this 
expofition can fhake the courage 
and perfeverance of the friends of 
the Republic. It, on the contrary, 
finds a powerful motive, in the true 
picture which it has drawn, to hope’ 
that vour deliberations on the fi- 
nances will render thofe refources 
effective which can be brought into 
action. Thefe refources poffefs 
the great advantage of being ade- 

quate 


SS EB Ei PAP Bs: 


quate to the re-eftablifhment of 
public credit, and of proving that 
France is fully capable of maintain- 
ing order in the interior, and of 
combating her foreign enemies, 
But thefe refources, citizens repre- 
fentatives, are as if they never ex- 
ifted, fince the laws which are ne- 
ceflary to render them produétive 
are not enacted. Had thofe which 
regulate the dire& contributions of 
the 5th year been fooner pafled, 
ten millions would moft probably 
have been received, which remain 
ftill due, and the power of difpofing 
of them, for the purpofe of getting 
the principal articles of expence, 
would procure the means of obtain- 
ing what may be neceflary for the 
indifpenfable payment of penfions 
and {falaries. 

The Direétory, after preffing the 
neceflity of the council’s immedi- 
ately taking into their confideration 
proper meafures for the reftoration 
of public confidence and credit, 
concludes in the following manner: 

Our fituation is fuch, citizens re- 
prefentatives, that the {malleft delay 
increafes the danger to which the 
nation is expofed. The Executive 
Directory invites you to obtain an 
exact account of the ftate of the 
finances; of the neceflary wants of 
the public treafury; of the real, 
and by no means exaggerated, pro- 
duét of the means which yet can be 
made ufe of, and of the refources 
which can be employed. ‘You will 
find in the refult of your examina- 
tion, proofs of the truths to which 
the Dire¢tory has called your atten- 
tion in all its meflages. The exift- 
ing means are infufficient ; thofe 
which new laws have it in their 
power to produce will be adequate 
to meet all our expences; and the 
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moment of bringing them into ac- 
tion is arrived. 
(Signed) Carnot, Prefident. 
Lacarpe, Sec. Gen. 


Meffage to the Council of Five Hundred, 
and Elders, dated Sept. +, 1797. 


Citizens Reprefentatives, 


THE Executive Directory haf- 
tens to communicate to you the 
meafures it has been forced to take 
for the fafety of the country, and 
the maintenance of the conftitu- 
tion. With this view it tranfmits 
to you all the papers it has colleét- 
ed, as well as thofeit publithed be-. 
fore you were afflembied. If it had 
withheld itfelf from action one day 
more, the Republic would have 
been delivered up to its enemies. 
The halls themfelves in which you 
meet, were the points of union of 
the con{pirators; it was from thence 
that they yefterday emitted their 
cards and certificates for the delivery 
of arms; it was from thence that 
they correfponded with their ac- 
complices laft night; and, finally, 
it is there, or in the environs, that 
they ftill endeavour to make fedi- 
tious and clandeftine aflemblages, 
which the police is now employed 
in difperfing. It would have been 
to commit the public fecurity and 
that of the faithful reprefentatives, 
to have allowed” them to be con- 
founded with the other enemies of 
the country. You fee, citizens re- 
prefentatives, that the conduét of 
the Directory was marked out by 
the inftant neceflity of being be-° 
forehand with thefe confpirators, 
who were deftroying the govern- 
ment, who wifhed to deprive the 
French of the fruit of their triumphs, 
and to make this magnanimous na- 
1 U3 tion 
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tion bow at the feet of the king it 
has fubdued. In affairs of ftate, 
extreme meafures can be eftimated 
by circumftances alone: you will 
form a judgment of thofe which 
have determined the Executive Di- 
rectory, and which have produced 
the happieft confequences. The 
18th Fructidor (September 4) will 
be a celebrated day in the annals of 
France ; it is the more memorable 
becaufe it enables you to fix for 
ever the deftinies of the Republic. 
Lay hold of this occafion, Citizens 
Reprefentatives; convert it into a 
great epoch, reanimate patriotifm, 
revive public fpirit, and haften to 
clofe up the abyfs in which the 
friends of kings had flattered them- 
felves they would bury even the re- 
membrance of our liberty. 

P.S. The Executive Directory 
will tranfmit to you without delay 
other papers, from which it refults 
that Imbert Colomes, one of the 
new third of the Council of Five 
Hundred, was the principal agent 
of the /oi-difant Louis XVIII, at 
Lyons. 


Another Meffage, dated Sept. 5, V797. 


Citizens Reprefentatives, 

THE 18th Fruétidor (Sept. 4) is 
deftined to be the falvation both of 
the Republic and of yourfelves. 
The people expect this. You wit- 
neffed yefterday their tranquillity 
and their joy. This day is the 
19th Fructidor (Sept. 5) and the 
people afk of you where the Re- 
public is, and what you have done 
for iis confolidation? The eye of 
the country, Citizen Reprefenta- 
tives, looks towards you. The 
moment is decifive; if you allow 
it to pafs by, if you hefitate on the 


meafures which are to be taken, if * 
you put off your degifion for a mo- 
ment, all will be loft, both you and 
the Republic. The confpirators 
have been upon the watch. Your 
filence has given them courage and 
audacity; they are intriguing afrefh, 
and are mifleading public opinion 
by infamous libels. The journa- 
lifts of Blackenbourg and London 
continue to diffeminate their poi- 
fon. The confpirators do not at- 
tempt to conceal the fact, that their 
plot extends to the legiflative body 
itfelf. They already {peak of pun- 
ifhing the republicans for the com- 
mencement of the triumph they 
think they have obtained. Is it 
poflible to hefitate ftill as to the 
meafure of purging the foil of the 
very few known and avowed chiefs - 
of thefe royalift confpirators, who 
wait for the convenient opportuni- 
to deftroy the Republic, and to de- 
vour you yourfelves! You are at 
the brink of the volcano ; it is about 
to {wallow you up; you may clofe 
it; and can you hefitate? To- 
morrow it will be too late. The’ 
leaft hefitation is the death of the 
Republic. You will be told of 
principles ; formalities will be re- 
forted to; excufes will be invented; 
delays will be called for; time will 
be gained ; and the conftitution will 
be aflaffinated, under pretext of 
keeping within its limits, This 
commiferation, implored in favour 
of certain men, to what will it lead 
you? to fee thefe very men take 
out of your hands the thread of 
their criminal confpiracies, and col- 
le& in your bofom the horrible fire- 
brands of civil war, to fet fire to 
the country. What a mifconceiv- 
ed pity! what a fatal fentiment ! 
what limited views would, in that 
cafe, draw the attention of the 
councils,, 
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councils towards a few men, be- 
tween whofe fate and that of the 
Republic they would hefitate! The 
Executive Directory has applied it- 
felf to point out to you the means 
of faving France, but it has to ex- 
pect that you will avail yourfelves 
of them, The Directory has felt a 
perfuafion that you are fincerely 
attached to liberty and the Repub- 
lic, and that the confequences of 
this firft liberty ought not to terrify 
you. It lays them before you, and 
is obliged to tell you that you are 
placed in an unprecedented predi- 
cament; and that ordinary rules 
cannot apply to an extraordinary 
cafe, unlefs. ha are defirous to fur- 
render yourfelves to your enemies. 
If the friends of kings find friends 
among you; if flaves can meet with 
rotectors in you; if you wait an 
inftant, the fafety of France muft be 
defpaired of; the conftitution will 
ceafe to be in force; and the patri- 
ots may be told, that the hour of 
royalty is proclaimed throughout 
the Republic. But if, as the Exe- 
cutive Direétory is fully perfuaded, 
this terrible idea afflifts and ftrikes 
you, appreciate the value of the 
moment, and embrace it; be the 
deliverers of your country, and lay 
the eternal foundations of its hap- 
pinefs and glory. 
L.M. Revevrirers Lepavx, 
Prefident. 
LacGarpé, Secretary. 


effage from the Direétory to the Council 

uf (Si Hundred, Sept. 5th, 1797. 
Citizens Legiflators, 

THE embarraflment of the fi- 
mances was tke moft inveterate 
wound of the ftate: the enemies of 
of the Republic and the friends of 

ings, fought to render it incura- 


‘ 
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ble. By this they have injured the 
public fervice, irritated the defend: 
ers of their country, and drove the 
public annuitants to defpair. To- 
day your fhackles are broken, which 
will infpire thofe with confidence 
whom circumftances have alarmed. 
Will you reftore peace at home, © 
and diétate it abroad? anrounce 
your intentions upon the finances, 
That is the object of the Direétory’s 
folicitude. They hope that, con- 
vinced of the urgency of the acca- 
fion, you will give them all the ne- 
ceflary power, in order that. the 
public fervice may not be impeded. 

France can only be faved by the 
legiflative body’s occupying itfelf 
about the finances. It is neceflary 
for you immediately to make fome 
regulations in the direé taxes of the 
fifth year, One of the moft certain 
means for haftening the receipt of 
the money arifing from them, would 
be to receive from the receivers ge- 
neral an account of the payments 
they have to make. 

It will alfo be neceflary io make 
regulations in the carriage of arti- 
cles by land and water ; to fupprefs 
franking and free-letters; to re- 
eftablifh the national lottery, and 
the right of enregiftering ; and ta 
eftablifh a duty of one per cent, 
upon pafteboard and paper ; and ta 
fet the public debt afloat by creat- 
ing bons, by the aid of which the 
payment of national debts may be 
made. 


Proclamation of the Executrve Direétory 
to the French Peejle, \8th Frudtidor, 
(September 4) 1797. 


Citizens, 
THE Executive Direfory fub- 
mits to your view a few of the pa- 
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fers relative to the royalift confpi- 
racy. Thefe papers, the auihenti- 
city of which is inconteftable, de- 
tail the plots, name the confpira- 
tors, and develope the thread of 
the treafons. Thefe texts are too 
pofitive and clear to need any com- 
ments. It is fufficient that the Di- 
rectory fhould retrace to you, in a 
few words, the events to which 
thefe papers refer. There are facts 
fo palpable, that no impofture can 
difguife them in the eyes of nations: 
fuch was the confpiracy of Vende- 
miaire. It was in vain that tribu- 
nals, which in the firft inftance did 
. not deny its exiftence, declared af- 
terwards that there was neither re- 
volt nor fedition: royalifm itfelf 
bluthed at this lie. All the circum- 
ftances of that event too clearly 
proclaimed its aim, nature, and cha- 
racteriftics ; and the opinion of Eu- 
rope would have been. invariably 
‘fixed on this head, provided even no 
difcovery had been made by the 
correfpondence of Lemaitre, by 
the papers of the emigrant Gelin, 
and by the palpable and convincing 
proofs of the intercourfe which the 
principal agitators, the plotters and 
the libcllers of Vendemiaire, kept 
up with the exterior royalifts. An 
important circumftance, however, 
of that epoch was long concealed 
from us; and in laying it before 
you we fulfil a painful duty, fince 
we have to denounce to you a 
traitor in the perfon of a man, who 
fometimes led your defenders to 
victory. While the diffolution of 
the national convention was plot- 
ting in Paris, and the faction, en- 
deavouring to feize on the fupreme 
authority, Picheyru, ftationed on 
the bank of the Rhine, received the 
propofitions of Conde, and replied 
to them by plen;s of invafion and 
royalifm. . If the white flag was not 


difplayed in the French camp; if 
the Rhine was not croffed by the 
hoftile army ; if your ftrong holds 
were not delivered up and taken 
poffefiion of, in the king’s name, 
by imperial troops; if Pichegru 
did not march to Paris; if he did 
not come hither in the fpace of a 
fortnight,-—citizens, it is dreadful to 
have to ftate to you, that it was 
Condé who refufed to put in exe- 
cution Pichegru’s plan. This plan 
would not, however, have fucceed- 
ed: the brave foldiers whom the Ge- 
neral dared to infult would not have 
permitted it to have been carried 
into effect, They were calculated 
to obey the voice of patriotifin 
alone; and would have repulfed 
and overcome the treafon. 

“J fhall leave nothing unfinifh- 
ed,” faid Pichegru; ‘ I do not with 
to be the new third volume of 
La Fayette and Dumourier.” He 
was defirous to refemble them in 
perfidy: but he wifhed «lfo to fur- 
pafs them in fuccefs, and in the 
completion of his guilt. Behold 
then the fecret of that favour which 
rovalifm conftantly afterwardsgrant- 
ed to Pichegru. This is the reafon 
why he was the firft to be chofen 
prefident of the Council of Five 

lundred, after the entry of the . 
third. And this explains the ca- 
lumnies which were heaped on the 
Executive DireGtory, when it mere- 
ly, however, accepted of the refig- 
nation of that General, whofe in- 
fidelity it fcarcely began to fee 
through and fufpeé. Subdued on 
the 13th Vendemiaire, royalifm for 
a moment yielded to the ftorm : for 
f{everal months after, it difplaved it- 
felf under the hideous features of 
terrorifm alone, perfectly certain of 
profiting almoft equally either, by 
the fuccefs or defeat of this new 
kind of manceuvre. Such, citizens, 

1S, 
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is the danger of anarchy, that if it 
triumphs, it leads to royalty through 
calamities and crimes, and can only 
be fubdued by caufing the public 
authorities to aflume a carriage in- 
variably more or lefs favourable to 
the partifans of defpotifm. This 
laf maxim has been but too much 
verified during fifteen months paft; 
and royalifm, {trengthened by the 
~ defeat of a few brigands, whofe rage 
it had itfeif organized, and whofe 
attempts it had directed, would, 
fince the commencement of that 
period have made a progrefs if not 
more exienfive, at leaft more rapid, 
provided one of its orators had not 
been in too much hafte to point 
out the aim in view. This orator, 
named Lemerer, has been, as well 
as Merfan, acknowledged by Du- 
verne de Preflc {o be known and 
eftablifhed intermediary agent be- 
tween a part of the legiflative body 
and the agents of the pretender. 
When, in the month of Fructidor, 
of the 4th year, Lemerer undertcok, 
‘in one of the national tribunes, to 
point out the conftitution of 1791 
as the object of the regret of his 
party; when he rafhly infulted the 
triumph which liberty obtained on 
ha of Auguft, 1792, the eyes 
of all the faithful deputies were in- 
' ftantly opened, and from that time 
to the 1ft of Prairial latt, they con- 
ftantly oppofed to every counter- 
revolutionary propofition, theirzeal, 
their energies, and their votes. Ob- 
liged to adjourn on the 1 ft Prairial, 
the epoch of its legiflative fway, 
royalifm gave a new direction ‘to 
its efforts. It encircled the feat of 
government more clofely than ever; 
_and by eftablifhing agents, guards, 
and emiflaries on all fides; by or- 
anizing their conneétions, their 
ubordination, and their correfpon- 
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dence; by, infome meatfure, fetting 
up a counter-revolution in each de- 
partment and in each commune, it 
fought at once to pave the way for 
the eleGtions, and to fecure a mili- 
tary force which it might bring in- 
to action at its pleafure. Such, ci-. 
tizens, from the month of Pluviofe, 
was the power of royalifm, that the 
difeovery of the con{piracy of Brot- 
tier, Dunan, and Villernois, merely 
augmented its audacity, and fortifi- 
ed its means even by their manifef- 
tation. Never did confpirators, fo 
fully convicted by their writings 
and confeffions, find more apolo- 
gifts, fupporters, and protectors, 
who did not hefitate to manifeft the 
lively intereft they took in their 
caufe. In ferving them, it, was 
found to be more ufeful than dan-~ 
gerous to difplay the full extent of 
the different refources of the party 
under which they acted. It can- 
not be doubted, citizens, but that 
in the majority of the departments 
the eleétions were the work of this 
party. In proof of this. you have 
only to refer to the debates of the 
military tribunal; to the two decla- 
rations which Duverne de Prefle 
has placed in our hands, and which 
we publifh this day; and, finally, to 
the fentiments and condué of the 
new deputies, whom corruption 
and intrigue gave to the Republic. 
Emigrants inundating Paris and the 
departments more and more; re- 
publicans either butchered or fore- 
ed to fly from their homes: fuper- 
ftition and fanaticifm recalled by 
thofe even who, under the monar- 
chy, contributed the moft effectual- 
ly to’ profcribe them ; the patriotic 
inftif{utions abandoned and infult- 
ed; the fymbols of royalifm difplay- 
ed audacioufly; the licentioufnefs 
of the prefs carried-to an unexam~ 
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pled excefs; the purchafers of na- 
tional domains menaced, and even 
ftripped of their property; public 
credit almoft annihilated; com- 
merce paralyzed; induftry precari- 
ous; private tranfactions without 
either rule or pledge; the national 
treafury left without refources in 
the midft of numberlefs and ur- 
gent wants; difcontents of every 
defcription at their greateft height; 
difcords rekindled; the defenders 
of the country rewarded for their 
triumphs, facrifices, and wounds, by 
infults and profcriptions; and, fi- 
nally, external peace refarded by a 
declaration of new innovations. 
Such, citizens, is the picture which 
the Republic prefents; and it is 
thus that the hope of the eftablifh- 
ment of the conftitutional a@t, which 
had been increafing for fome months, 
has been daily diffipated. No, it is 
not to return to fo much wretched- 
nefs and difgrace that you have en- 
countered the perils of a revolution, 
Your children, your brothers, your 
friends, fhall not in vain have dif- 
- perfed the armies of kings, and ac- 
quired the admiration of nations. 
The faétious will not be allowed to 
overthrow the work of the national 
will. The conftitution of the third 
year fhall not be wrefted from us. 
Some of the reprefentatives of 
Blankenbourg, ufurping the tiile of 
the chofen reprefentatives of the 
people, emigrants, chiefs of Chou- 
ans, heads of confpirators, men who 
have conftantly betrayed their duty 
in the moft eminent funétions, fhall 
deprive you of the fruits of your la- 
bours. The legiflative body wiil 
doubtlefs make a wife diftinction. 
Tt is ‘upon its patriotifm and its ta- 
Jents that ‘you ought to rely for the 
accomplifiment of this great act of 
juftice and neceflity.—- Confide in 
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the legiflative body, and give the 
law its courfe; without which your, 
generous impulfe, affuming an irre- 
gular and improper direétion, and 
proceeding in the midft of tumult 
towards an objeét but faintly re- 
cognized, you will lofe the whole 
fruit of your exertion, if you do not 
experience the fatal effect of fuch 
conduct as you already have fo of- 
ten experienced them. Never for- 
get, citizens, that we are placed be- 
tween two dangers equally great, 
that of leaving behind the germs of 
an eyil which infallibly would pro- 
duce new fhocks, and that of pe- 
rifhing by the too violent effect of 
the remedy. 


LaAREVEILLIERE LEPauxy 
Prefident. 


Lacarpe, Secretary. 


The Executive Diredtory to the Citizeng 
of Paris, Sept. 4th, VI97. 
Citizens, . 
ROYALTY has juft threatened 
the conftitution by a new attack, 
After having for a whole year fhak- 
en, by their dark manceuvres, all the 
foundations of the Republic, they 
thought that they were fufficiently 
powerful to confummate its deftruc- 
tion. They thought themfelves 
fufficiently protected to venture to 
aim its firft attacks againft the fu- 
preme depofitaries of the executive 
authority. Arms were daily diftri- 
buted to the confpirators; and alk 
Paris knows, that one of the diftri- 
buters was arrefted with a great 
number of bonds, upon which he 
had already delivered a great num- 
ber of firelocks. Cards ftamped 
Legiflative Body, and marked with an 
R, were Circulated, in order to ferve 


as rallying figns to the confpirators 


charged 
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charged with the office of maffacring 
the Directory, and the deputies 
faithful to the caufe of the people. 
A great number of emigrants, cut- 
throats of Lyons, and brigands of 
La Vendee, attracted hither by the 
intrigues of royalifm, and the ten- 
der intereft publicly lavifhed upon 
them without fear, attacked the 
pofts which furrounded the Exe- 
ciitive Directory; but the vigilance 
of the government, and the chiefs 
of the armed force, fruftrated their 
criminal efforts. The Executive 
Directory is about to lay before the 
nation the authentic documents 
which it has collected concerning 
the manceuvres of the royalifts. 
You will fhudder with horror, citi- 
zens, at the plots entered into againft 
the fafety of every one of you, 
againft your property, againft your 
deareft rights, againft your moft fa- 
cred poffeffions; and you may cal- 
culate the extent of the calamities 
from which in future you can alone 
be preferved by the maintenance 
of the conftitution. So many tri- 


_ umphs had already crowned the 


eftablifhment of this conftitution ; 
your Generals and your intrepid de- 
fenders, had furrounded it with 
their immortal trophies. At the 
fame of their victories, agriculture 
and commerce refumed their aéti- 
vity, public credit by degrees reco- 
vered, confidence and fecurity be- 
gan to {pring up in every heart, 
and this is the moment which has 
been pitched upon to rekindle your 
animofities, to propagate fupertti- 
tion, to reorganize the power of fa- 
naticifm, to fow doubts and. alarms 
in every breaft, by opening new 
avenues for the return of the emi- 
grants, to fhake the guarantee of 
public contraéts, to give the fignal 
of civil war, and to retard, by the 
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hopes with which foreign nations 
were infpired, the fo much wifhed 
conclufion of peace with our exter- 
nal foes, honourable and folid, wor- 

thy of the triumph of the French’ 
people, and of their generofity. 

No, you will not lofe the fruits of 
your long facrifices, you will rife 

indignantly againft thofe bafe emi- 
grants, the authors of our calami- 

ties, of all our agitations, of all our 

fufferings. You willarm yourfelves 

to ftop their defigns, and to defend 

againft their attacks your perfons, 

your property, and your rights.’ 
But beware of agitations:—do not 

difgrace the moft glorious of caufes 
by the exceffes of an anarchy juftly 

abhorred. Refpeét property. Let 
not an ill-directed patriotic impulfe 

throw you into a fatal confufion. 

Obey no voice but that of the 

avowed chiefs appointed by the go- 

vernment. Rely upon the vigi- 

lance of your magiftrates, and upon 

the exertions of your legiflators, 

who have remained faithful to the 

caufe of the people. Patriotifm 

will refume all its energy, the con- 

ftitution all its force, the nation all 

its glory, and every citizen will en- 

joy, in their fulleft extent, liberty, 

happinefs, and tranquillity. 


Arrét of the Executive Diredtory of the 
12+h Fentofe. 


THE Executive Directory hav- 
ing confulted the law of the 9th 
March, 1793, confidering that the 
flags of neutral powers being no 
longer refpeéted by the enemies of 
the French Republic, and all the 
rights of men being violated to 
their prejudice, it is no longer per- 
mitted to the French people to ful- 
fil towards thofe powers in general 
that with which they have fo often 

manifefted, 
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manifefted, and which they will 
conftantly entertain for the full and 
entire freedom of commerce and 
navigation, directs, among other 
difpofitions, 

1ft. That fhips of war and priva- 
teers may ftop, and bring into the 
ports of the Republic neutral fhips 
which fhall be charged, in whole or 
in part, with merchandife belong- 
ing to the enemy. 

2d. That merchandife belonging 
to the enemy fhall Le declared good 
and lawful prize, and be confifcated 
to the profit of the captors. 

3d. That inall cafes neutral fhips 
fhall be releafed the moment that 
the merchandife feized is difcharg- 
ed; that the freight of it fhall be 
paid at the rate which fhall have 
been ftipulated by the configners ; 
and that a juft indemnity fhali be 
granted on account of their deten- 
tion by the tribunals competent to 
decide upon the validity of prizes. 

4th. That thefe tribunals fhall be 
directed befides to fend, three days 
after the decifion, a double invento- 
ry of the merchandife to the mi- 
nifter of marine, and another to the 
minifter for foreign affairs. 

5th. That the prefent law, ap- 
plicable to all the captures that 
have been made fince the declara- 
tion of war, fhall ceafe to have ef- 
fe& as foon as the enemy fhall have 
declared non-feizable, although def- 
tined for the ports of the Republic, 
the merchandife laden on board 
neutral fhips, which thall belong to 
ihe government, or to French citi- 
zens. . 

Having feen the law of the 27th 
of July, 1793, which direé&s the 
foregoing law to be fully executed; 
having alfo. feen the 7th article of 
the law of the 13th Nivofe, third 
year, which enjoins all the agents 


of the Republic to refpeé& and oo- 
ferve in all their difpofitions the 
treaties which unite France to the 
neutral powers of the continent, 
and to the United States of Ameri- 
ca; confidering that this laft law is 
derogatory to the law of the 9th of 
May, 1793, refolves as follows : 

Art. 1. The commiflaries of the 
Executive Directory with the civil 
tribunals of the department, fhall 
take care that, in the contefts upon 
the validity of marine prizes, no 
decifion fhall be founded upon the 
7th article of the law of the 13th 
Nivofe, without the minifter of 
juftice having been previoufly con- 
fulted, conformably to the third ar- 
ticle of the law of the 8th Floreal, 
fourth year, relative to the treaties, 
in virtue of which neutral perfons 
pretend to withdraw al as ay 
means of the firft of thefe laws, from 
the execution of that of the 9th of 
March, 1793. 

2d. The minifter of juftice fhall 
examine whether the treaties ftill 
fubfift, or whether they have been 
modified fince the conclufion of 
them. There fhall be furnifhed to 
them by the minifter for foreign 
affairs, all the documents of which 
they fhail ftand in need; and refe- 
rence fhall be made to the Execu- 
tive Directory, as it is prefcribed by 
the law of the 8th Floreal, fourth 
year. 

3d. The Directory remind all 
French citizens, that the treaty 
concluded on the 6th of February, 
1778, between. France and the 
United States, has been, on the 
terms of the fecond article, modifi- 
ed of full right by that which has 
been concluded at London on the 
19th November, 1794, between 
the United States of America and 
England; in confequence, ; 
my nyse oa ift. After 
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1ft. After the article 17th of the 
treaty of London, of the 19th Nov- 
ember, 1794, all merchandife of the 
énemy’s, or merchandife not fuffi- 
ciently afcertained to be neutral, 
conveyed under American flags, 
fhall be confifcated: but the flip 
on board of which fuch merchandife 
fhall be found, fhall be releafed and 
given to the proprietor. Thecom- 
miffaries of the Directory are en- 
joined to accelerate, by all the 
means in their power, the decifion 
of the contefts which fhall arife ei- 
ther upon the validity of the cap- 
tures of the cargoes, orupon freights 
and infurances. 
2d. According to the 18th arti- 
cle of the treaty of London, dated 
the 19th of November, 1794, rela- 
tive to articles declared contraband 
by the 24th article of the treaty, 
dated February 6th, 1778, are add- 
ed the following : 
Ship-timber ; 
Oakum, pitch, and rofin; 
Copper for fheathing veffels ; 
Sails, hemp, and cordage ; 
and every thing which ferves di- 
rectly or indirectly to the arming 
and equipping of veffels, excepting 
bar iron, and fir in planks. Thefe 
articles fhall be confifcated as often 
as they fhall be deftined, or attempt- 
ed to be carried to the enemy. 
$d. According to the 21 {t article 
of the treaty of London of the above 
date, every American who fhall 
hold a commiffion from the enemies 


of France, as well as every feaman 


of that nation compofing the crew 
of the fhips and vefléls, fhall, by 
this act alone be declared piratical, 
and treated as-fuch, without fuffer- 


‘ing the party to eftablifh that the 


aét was the coniequence of threats 
or violence. 
4th. In purfuance of the law of 
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the 14th February, 1793, the regu- 
lations of the 21{t October, 1794, 
and of the 26th July, fhali be com- 
plied with, according to their form 
and tenor. 

Every American fhip fhall there- 
fore be deemed a lawful prize which 
‘hall not have on board a bill of 
lading in due form, according to the 

lan annexed to the treaty of the 
6th of February, 1778, the execu- 
tion of which is enjoined by the 
25th and 27th articles of that treaty. © 

5th. The commiffioners of the 
Executive Direétory are required to 
carry into effect the penalties that 
attach on all clandeftine atterapis 
that may be made by American, or 
veffels belonging to any other na- 
tion, to pafs as neutral, on board 
the veffel where the fraud is at- 
tempted to be practifed, in the man- 
ner that thefe penalties have been 
repeatedly carried into effect during 
the prefent war. The penalty fhall 
attach where the blanks in the con- 
fignments and envoices are nof fill- 
ed up, though figned and fealed, 
where the papers are in the form of 
letters, containing fictitious figna- 
tures; where are double paffports 
or policies, {pecifying different def- 
tinations; where confignment is 
made to two or more factors, and 
where there are different receipts 
or papers of any kind which con- 
fign the whole or part of the fame 
goods to different owners or diffe- 
rent deftinations. 

6th. By this article, provifions of 
the treaty of the 9th Frimaire laft, 
relative to freight and infurance, 
are repealed, as far as they apply to 
infurance. 

7th. The prefent treaty fhall bé 
publifhed in the bulletin of the laws. 
The minifters of the marine and of 
the colonies, of juftice, and for fo- 

reign 
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reign affairs, are charged with the 
execution of it in their refpective 
departments. 
(Signed) Rewszett, Prefident. 
LaGarbe, Sec. Gen. 


Proclamation of the Executive Direétory 
to the Irench People. 


Citizens, 5th Brumaire. 


THE proclamation of the 4th 
Complementary Day in the 5th 
vear, had for its obje& to put the 
‘French armies in a condition to 
march on the 15th Vendemiaire, 
(October 6th). 

The defenders of their country 
have liftened to the voice of the 
Executive Direétory. From every 
‘part they have rejoined their re- 
{pective armies, and the minifter at 
war has returned on this head the 
‘moft fatisfactory accounts. In this 
generous ardour, in this eager zeal 
for the maintenance of liberty, the 
{pirit of Frenchmen was recognifed. 

Their warlike attitude has al- 
ready overthrown the obfiacles 
which the cabinet of St. James has 
fo long oppofed to the conclufion 
of a peace with the Emperor. On 
viewing your pofition, Auftria re- 
turned to her true interefts, and on 
the 26th Vendemiaire, the treaty 
which was fufpended for more than 
fix months, was concluded at San 
Formio, near Udina, between the 
Commander in Chief, Buonaparte, 
Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
public, and four Plenipotentiaries 
of the Emperor, King of Bohemia 
and Hungary. You will learn with 
_ pleafure that feveral millions of 
men have been reftored to liberty, 
and that the French nation is the 

benefaétrefs of thefe people. 
’ But this is not all. A congrefs 
is about to be affembled, in order 
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to conclude a peace with the em- 
pire. Citizens, every thing pre- 
fages that iva fhort time you fhalt 
gather the fruit of fo many facri- 
fices. The peace of the continent 
will foon be fixed on an immovable 
bafe. 

It only remains to you to punifla 
the perfidy of the cabinet of Lon- 
don, which is ftill fo blinded as to 
think of making other nations the 
flaves of their maritime tyranny, 
and who deceive the Englifh them- 
felves by extorting from them the 
means of prolonging on the ocean 
the calamities of war, the effufion 
of human blood, the deftruction of 
commerce, and all the horror in 
which it trafics, and for which it 
pays. Thefe, however, will fhortly 
be retorted on themfelves. It is 
at London that all the miferies of 
Europe have been fabricated, and 
it is there that they muft be termi- 
nated. Citizens, under thefe cir- 
cumftances the end very nearly ap- 
proachcs of thofe military efforts 
which the government is {till to 
expect from French valour. But 
until this objeé be attained, be on 
your guard: do not lay down thofe 
arms which make you fo terrible to 
the enemies of your independence ; 
do not liften to the perfidious fug- 
geftions of thofe who would with to 
deitroy the effeét of your triumph ; 
they are about to repeat to you 
that, peace being concluded, you 
fhould now return to your homes : 
yes, the Directory has undoubtedly 
figned for you a glorious peace; 
but, in order to enjoy its happinefs, 
it is ne¢eflary that you fhould finifh 
your work ; that you fhould enforce 
the execution of thofe articles which 
have been agreed upon between the 
Emperor and France ;— you fhould 
aid the prompt decifion of thofe 

which 
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which are ftill pending with the em- 
pire; and, in fine, you muft crown 
your exploits by the invafion of that 
ifland where your anceftors carried 
flavery under William the Con- 
queror, and carry thither again the 
genius of liberty, which will difem- 
bark at the fame time with the 
French. 

Citizens, be affured that govern- 
ment is defirous of accelerating that 
happy moment when, in concert 
with the legiflature, they can re- 
‘duce their armies to the footing 
of a peace eftablifhment, recom- 
penfe thofe heroes whd compofe 
‘them, and, after having confecrated 
their valour by feafts and monu- 
‘ments worthy of their triumphs, 
{pread through every canton that 
republican fpirit with which the 
armies have been animated, by 
fending to their homes thofe of 
‘their defenders who have a right 
to return. 

But of this you fhall judge your- 
felves. The hour has not yet {truck: 
a few inftants more, and the French 
Republic, triumphantly. eftablithed, 
and everywhere acknowledged, will 
enjoy that repofe which it is to pro- 
cure to the world. 

The Executive Directory decrees 
that the above proclamation fhall 
be printed, and fent into all the de- 
partments and to the armies; and 
that the arret annexed to the de- 
cree of the 4th Complementary 
Day fhall continue to be executed 
accordjng to its form and tenor. 


Proclamation of the French Direétory to 
Frenchmen. 


Frimaire, Nov. 21. 
Citizens, 
THE intereft of the republic calls 
on you fora new triumph, After 
2 


gig 
innumerable battles, where victory 
always refted on your fide, you are 
called on to fubdue the firft, the 
moft intra¢table, and the moft cun- 
ning of your enemies. 

The Executive Directory is defi- 
rous of a general peace. It wifhes 
fuch a peace for you and for Europe. 
It is now one year or more fince 
a faithlefs enemy, reftlefs and buz- 
zing, has difturbed all the cabinets, 
loudly propofing peace, and fecret- 
ly blowing up the embers of war. 
They affect to extinguifh with one 
hand the torch which they are re- 
kindling with the other. They 
fend out with pomp their pacifica- 
tor, yet they ftifle every overture 
which has any tendency towards 
a pacification. This enemy your 
indignation can at once point out 


and name; it is the cabinet of 


St. James, the moft corrupting and 
corrupted of the governments of 
Europe; it is the Englifh govern- 


ment. 


It is not only againft French li- 
berty that this government had di- 
rected its confpiracy: it is againft 
the whole world. This perfidious 
government wifhes to trouble, fub- 
Jugate, or defolate every part of the 
globe. Say, Americans, who were 
direétly or indire&ly your real rul- 
ers? — Unfortunate Indians, fpeak 
—by what deteftable arts this go- 
vernment has founded its tyranny 
amongft ye?—-And you, ye Eu- 
ropeans, ftill more unfortunate, 
innocent inhabitants of Franconia 
and of the Northern Alps; ye 
numerous victims of the. fcourge 
of war; fay who have been the moft 
ardent inftigators of the fcourge 
of war, where immenfe -treafures 
have been engulphed — where 
more than a million of men have 
been flain—-and where the, eye 


of 
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of peace now can view nothing but 
general mourning, univerfal mifery, 
and vaft defpair. It is under thefe 
circumftances that the cabinet of 
St. James has revealed to afflicted 
Europe, that fhe alone has felt no- 
thing of thefe vaft difafters. Hear 
the difcourfe held “ from the height 
of the throne.”” ** Our revenues,” 
fays the King of England, “ have 
been meliorated; our national in- 
duftry has even had a new increafe ; 
our commerce has pafled its former 
limits.” 

If the King of England has told 
the truth, what a terrible leffon is 
this for you, ye other powers of 
Europe! Of what defcription is 
that power which is interefted in 
your difcords, who derives an in- 
tereft from your calamities, who 
profpers by your diftrefs, and who 
fattens on the tears, the blood, and 
the fpoils of other nations ? 

This cabinet may defire war, be- 
caufe they are enriched by the war. 
It is this government, however, who 
‘has lately accufed France of an 
¢¢ infatiable avarice.’”’ It does not 
fay that the English, the firft devaf- 
tators of our Ifland of St. Domingo, 
have alfo taken without a blow the 
colonies of Holland, at that time 
their ally, and that they pretend to 
retain thefe robberies under the 
name of conquefts. — The King of 
England, however, ftiil fpeaks to 
the powers of Europe of the am- 
bition of France! 

The difpofitions of the French 
towards other nations are now un- 
derftood. They are not to be ob- 
fcured by vague allegations. If 
the French Republic can, by attain- 
ing her natural limits, repair the 
faults of her monarchy, fhe difdains 
the acquifition of foreign conquetfts 
for this purpofe. She wifhes not 
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to opprefs the fecondary ftates or 
the feebler powers. She punifhes 
without hatred, and, naturally ge- 
nerous, fhe does not even hate the 
Englifh nation. In France, no 
minifter fhall ever be deified for his 
hatred to the Englifh nation. But 
the people of France are agreed on 
one point :— When they remember 
Toulon, Dunkirk, Quiberon, and 
La Vendee, they muft deteft the 
cruelty and perfidy, the bloody 
Machiavelifm of the Britifh minif- 
try. They muft deplore, at the 
fame time, the inconceivable blind- 
nefs by which the people of Eng- 
land fuffered themfelves to become 
the horror of the world. 

The great nation will avenge 
the univerfe, and for this end, 
Frenchmen, it offers you feveral 
means. The firft and the moft 
rapid is a defcent upon England. 
By your unheard-of exploits vou 
are difufed from reckoning upon 
obftacles. In fuch enterprizes the 
name of the army is the promife of 
triumph, and the juftice of its caufe 
the guarantee of fuccefs, There is 
no longer a time to difcufs the 
means, or to dwell on the probabi- 
lity of effecting adefcent. Where 
Frenchmen are at the point, their 
will is the victory. The army of 
England is about to dictate peace in 
London, and there, republicans, 
you fhail find your auxiliaries. You 
will find there a number of men 
whom reafon has not fo far aban- 
doned, not to feel the odium which 
their governors have caft upon the 
Englifh name. You will there find 
thoufands of men who have long 
ftruggled to promote parliamentary 
reform. You will there find arti- 
zans without 'number who figh for 
peace, and whom the war reduces to 
wretchednefs, and who weigh as 

light, 
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light, in the balance of their dif- 
trefs, the, magnificent trumpery. of 
royal harangues, the illufion of ma- 
nifeftos,and the chimeras of con- 
queft!—You will alfo find the Irith 
nation, oppreffed for fo many years, 
and which has borne with fo. much 
pain the chain of a court, which has 
been nourifhed by its fweat, fed by 
its blood, and which now infults its 
defpair! 

- Proceed under thefe aufpices, 
brave republicans! Second the nna- 
nimous wilhes of the nation. Con- 
duéted by the hero who has fo long 
Jed you in the path of-victory, you 
will be followed by the .applaufe of 
every juft and virtuous mind., Go 
and re-eftablith the dominion of the 
féas. _Confine within its juft limits 
the difordered ambitien of a govern- 
ment, which has not only difturbed 
ifs.own ftate, but. that: of the uni- 
verfe, — The repofe of the French 
republie is identified with that of 
Europe. At,this time the Britith 
government {miles;with cold dif- 
dain, or with a fierce regard, on all 
the operations on_ the continent. 
It is for you to make them. pay 
their fhare of the expences of the 
war, of which fhe has eternized the 
duration, and to which they can put 
an end, whenever they. fpeak to the 
French republic a language which 
fhe may underftand, and which fhe 
thay deem fincere. 

Citizens, you will recognize your 
own fentiments in thofe of the Di- 
rectory. The fame fpirit animates 
your faithful reprefentatives., It is 
in vain that the cabinet of London 
exhaufts its efforis to fow amongft 
you difcord and miftruft, or to per- 
fuade’ you that their efforts. have 
- fucceeded. ‘The 18th Fruétidor has 
annihilated Englif influence, and 
from that day the members of the 
, Vou. XXXIX. 
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councils and,of the, Directory’ offer 
only the inierefting fpeGacle of 
complete union. No, patriot can 
have a feparate intereft, nor is there 
in the republic, but one! with and 
one. opinion. A; war againft the 
cabinet of St. James is’ the. unani- 
mous cry. of France. .,What, glory 
is promifed to. the army of Kng- 
land; ,it,is only neceflary to infpire 
them with, enthufiafm; itis -only 
neceflary to remind them of.what 
they had. done. The walls of for- 
tified. towns fell, before | them; the 
firft generals of the age could not 
refitt, them. Bender. was. taken 
prifoner at Luxemburg, and Wurm- 
fer at Mantua. The tri-coloured 
ftandard now floated. over the banks 
of the Rhine and’ of, the Aigean 
Sea. After fo many victories, what 
can,add to the ardour of French 
foldiers?, . They hear. the voice of 
their country, and they remember 
their own exploits. 

The Executive Directory, decrees 
that this proclamation fhall be pub- 
lithed, printed, and fent to all the 
communes of the republic, and to 
all. the divifions of their armies by 
land and fea. The minifters of the 
army of the interior, of the marine, 
and of the colonies, are to render 
an account of its due publication. 

(Signed) 
REVELLIERE Lepavx, Prefident. 
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Addyefs of the tao Councils to the De- 
partments, and to thé Armies, °21 
Fruétidor. 


THE Council of Five Hundred, 
confidering® that in the extraordi- 
nary and critical circumftances in 
which the republic is placed, it is 
the duty of the legiflative body to 
make known to the French people 
the trammels that were prepared to’ 
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bind them down to flavery, and to 

_overthrow the republican conftitu- 
tion of the third year; to manifeft 
to them the fentiments and the 
hopes of the legiflature, and at the 
fame time to guard againft the ma- 
noeuvres which the accomplices of 
the confpirators may attempt, in or- 
der to deceive them,— 

Declare that there is urgency, 
and adopt the following refolu- 
tion:— 

Article I. The legiflative body 
makes to the departments and to 
the armies the following addrefs : 

« Frenchmen, we owe to you the 
truth: we are about to tell you the 
truth. 

“© A confpiracy, which has for its 
obje& to eftablifh in France a 
throne, and with privileges and 
vexations, a thoufand times more 
odious than thofe which were abo- 
lifhed by your will; a confpiracy 
conftantly unmafked, and yet never 
deftroyed, had again brought the 
republic to the brink of an abyfs. 
The government, by its wifdom 
and its firmnefs, difconcerted the 
action at ihe moment when it was 
on the point of breaking'out. One 
night more, and an eternal mourn- 
ing would have covered our coun- 
try! One night more, and an ar- 
bitrary defpotifm would have raifed 
her hideous head, and fealed her 
ufurpation on the bodies ofall thofe 
who had riore or lefs ferved the 
caufe of liberty! Men, who had no 
other ambition of popular power 
than to exercife it againft the peo- 
ple, laboured for a long time in the 
execution of this execrable project ; 
for the moft part chiefs of the in- 
furgents of Vendemiaire, hardened 
by impunity, refumed the thread of 
their intrigues; they {till corref- 
wonded more audacioufly than ever 
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with the agents of the pretender, 
Louis XVIII. The confeffions of 
one of thefe royal agents (Duverne 
Duprefle) bear teftimony tothe faét. 
Their letters taken at Venice, their 
correfpondence with the emigrants 
and the principal rebels, prove it. 
All the documents are made pub- 
lic. Their means were,—1ft. The 
extinétion of all public national 
{pirit! 2d. The affaflination of 
every man whom they branded with 
the title Su/pected of Patriotifm, and 
the impunity granted to the aflaf- 
fins by the tribunals fold to royal- 
ifm. $d. The extinétion of the 
financial refources of the  ftate. 
4th. The vilifying of the govern- 
mentand the republican inftitutions. 
5th. Civil war to be kindled in dif- 
ferent points of the republic. 6th. 
Internal fafety to be deftroyed, and 
all the roads intercepted. 7th. By 
the ftarving of the national credi- 
tor, the artifan, and the foldier. 
And finally, — 8th. By the active 
fabrication of all forts of laws fub- 
verfive of the conftitution. 

“ This end, and all thefe means, 
will not aftonifh you, as you will 
learn by the authentic documents 
found, that their nominations, or- 
dered beforehand, and regulated 
by particular offices of counter- 
revolution in all the departments, 
were founded on a general plan, 
formed and organized under the 
naine of the Society of Legitimate Sons ; 
a fociety, one of whofe rules was 
the moit abfolute, the moft blind 
devotion of its members to the or- 
ders that*fhould be given them by 
their unknown chiets. It was by 
thefe means, French citizens, that 
you have feen fpring out all at 
once, from the bofom of your pri- 
mary and electoral affemblies, this 
erowd of delegates, hitherto un- 

known 
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known in the revolution, or known 
only by their incivifm the moft re- 
volting. It was by thefe means 
that there was formed, in almoft 
every place, a majority of men, 
feduced, bribed, or deluded, whofe 
fpeaking conftantly under fpecial 
mandate, and employing themfelves 
only in the overthrow of the re- 
public, made us doubt whether their 
conftituents refided in France or at 
Blankenburgh. It was thus that 
the votes of the true citizens were 
of no avail in the eleétions; and 
that, with the exception of a {mall 
number of affemblies where their 
voices were attended to, almoft 
everywhere the votes of crime and 
of royal intrigue were triumphant. 
- We may conceive how, eftablifhing 
themfelves the judges of their own 
elections, they haftened to declare 
them good or bad as it fuited their 
purpofe: fometimes making an ar- 
gument of the majority of voters, 
to cover their violences, the denial 
of juftice, and the unconttitutional 
nature of thefe affemblies ; and 
fometimes oppofing protefts, ob- 
{cure, and without character, to the 
formal wills of a republican majo- 
rity. Certainly it is wonderful 
that, with fo many means of corrup- 
tion, and of deftructive influence, 
fome nominations—nay, that one 
fingle place fhould efcape them; 
as, after a vaft conflagration, we 
fometimes fee with aftonifhment 
fome buildings refpected by the 
flames. 

“ We will not recall to you, 
citizens, what has been the deplor- 
able fuccefs of thefe atrocious com- 
binations. In Floreal, peace, ho- 
nourable and folid, {miled propiti- 
ous to our wifhes: it is flown. 
Could it refide in a land in ¢onvul- 
fion, ready to cover itfelf with blood 
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and afhes?, National credit had 
taken confiftency ; the creditor was 
about to be paid ; falaries were dif- 
charged in currency; and in an in- 
ftant, mifery and penury returned 
to burft upon France. The credi- 
tor funk into defpair; the infcrip- 
tions, which were at forty, fell to 
ten; the armies without pay, with- 
out clothing :—the armies that had 
triumphed over Europe—oh fhame! . 
oh griet !—were obliged to live ei- 
ther upon requifition, or upon the 
product of their courage. And yet 
a hideous laugh efcaped from the 
lips of the artificers of counter-revo- 
lution; each day they faw the em- 
barraflments of government aug- 
ment, each day they increafed them 
more and more; interpretations the 
moft forced, want of faith the moft 
imprudent, every thing was good 
in their eyes, provided they attain- 
ed the defired end. The labourers 
in fanaticifm were recalled; a f{can- 
dalous and public traffic for the 
erafure of emigrants was openly 
carried on. Citizens, alarmed by 
thefe appearances, aflembled to con- 
fer together: the right of meeting 
was interdicted ; they reclaimed 
their rights; they were treated as 
feditious, and as cut-throats : they 
complained of miferable men being 
affaflinated ; to which it was anfwer- 
ed, that vengeance was legitimate, 
and crime was erected into fyftem. 
A new revolution, a thoufand times 
more bloody than the firft, was iffu- 
ing from every pore of the body 
politic ; but fome indifcretions, 
fome figns of premature joy, be- 
trayed the confpirators; they began 
to take pride in the title of royal- 
ifts; a panties the avant-courier 
of aflaflination, took place between 
the profcribers and the profcribed. 
They firft entitled themfelves the 
X2 truc 
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true reprefentatives ; the others 
were no longer confidered as their 
colleagues ; judgment was pafled 
upon them; they were republicans, 
Arms ‘were diftributed, poniards 
were made, many of which were 
feized along with the cards of ren- 
dezvous ; regifters of imrolment 
were opened. 
f{ecret' and‘noble fentiment of: li- 
berty ! generous offspring of honour 
and of national pride, what art thou 
become ? Oh juftice,~ morality, 
humanity! names fooften profaned, 
ye focial and public virtues, where 
have ye taken refuge? They live 
in the armies ! 


“ This intrepid’ advanced ‘guard | 


of a nation, whofe deftruction had 
been fworn by traitors, faithful to 
its. oath, rung the alarm; its cry 
was heard throughout all France ; 
it was heard in the camp of the 


enemy; it ftruck difmay to the’ 
Then they’ 


fouls of the traitors’ 
changed their plan; without being 
lefs active, they feigned an extenfive 
moderation, to diminifh the means 
of refiftance which they dreaded. 
But it was done; the revei/le was 


beat ; the government, that had’ 


been fo long deceived, now recol- 


le&ted that it alfo was the repofitory , 


of the conftitution, and guardian of 
the deftinies of the republic. Th 
the two councils ‘a majority, coura- 
geous and clear-fighted, conftantly 
in’ open combat with a faction un- 
mafked, no longer ‘defpaired of 
bringing back to their fide thofe 


faithful members*that ‘the party‘had | 


only inlifted by deceiving them. 
They perceived that the conftitu- 
tion, in not forefeeing the cafe of a 


faétion of legiflators overthrowing . 
‘it, even by furrounding themfelves'* 


with the appearance of its forms, 
left, by this very omiffion, to thofe, 


Oh country! oh’ 
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who were defirous to fave-it, the 
right of employing every fort of 
meafure to that purpofe, and that 
it was abfurd to pretend, that if 2 
faétious or deceived minority fhould 
decree the abrogation of the repub- 
lic, all the powers inftituted by the 
conftitution ought to fhut their 
eyes, and execute the decree. 

* Frenchmen, the event did-nof 
deceive their hopes; and this time 
again, as in the tennis-court, Pro- 
vidence, the preferver of, know- 
ledge, of the' virtues, andjof liberty, 
protected the republic! You know 
the refult of the memorable day of 
the 18th Fruétidor: the confpira- 
tors’ were arrefted; the legiflative 
body, freed from oppreflion, and 
enlightened on ‘the reiterated ma- 
neeuvres of the guilty, feeling their 
own’ dignity and their duties were 
not wanting to the one, while they. 
difcharged the other with, courage, 
They did not, and they ought not 
to place any confiderations whatfo- 
ever, in circumftances fo imperious, 
in the balance with the fafety of the 
country. and the conftitution ;, but, 
in ftriking down ‘the confpirators, 
they did not forget that they repre- 
fented a fenfible and great nation, 
and that they ought to preferye to 
if its character. Thefe men, who 
talked of humanity while they were, 
meditating affafinations;, thefe men, 
who would not have {pared the life. 
of 4 fingle republican, are going to 
lead their own lives far from us 
with remorfe and opprobrium ; they 
are tranfported. ,_ 

“ Not a drop of blood, not an 
act’ of violence -or,, diforder,. has. 
ftained this day. ‘Thus, this great, 
and wife (attitude, of Frenchmen, 
and particularly of our brothers in 
arms, on this terrible occafion, in 
completing their eylogium, attclle 

ry ‘ the 
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the bafenefs: and infamy of’ thofe 
who, in their criminal correfpond- 
ence, and in their audacious ‘libels, 
have dared to paint Frenchmen as 
robbers and ruffians. The confti- 
tition is their fortune; they have 
fealed it with their blood; they 
will not fuffer it to be attacked ; 
Frenchmen have placed it between 
royalty and anarchy, and they know 
how to keep it in its place. 

- “ Oh-ye fathers, mothers, huf- 
bands, children ! whom the remem- 
brance of the misfortunes and the 
difafters of the revolution have ir- 
ritated, confider with affright what 
a horrible revolution they have pre- 
pared for you anew; and may this 
fentiment remove for ever from 
your hearts, thofe barbarous enmi- 
ties, thofe murderous oppofitions, 
which diffolve a nation, and involve 
it ina deluge of calamities! 

“ Citizens, the mifchief unmafk- 
ed will no doubt try to calumniate 
us, and to arm you one againft an- 
other.. Thefe calumnies we def- 
pife, but we cannot defpife your 
peril. We have told you the truth; 
do you examine the intereft of thofe 
who fhall fpeak to you in other lan- 
guage. The legiflative body con- 
jures you to this—repel far from 
you every perfidious infinuation ; 
Tet not England and Auftria tear 
from you the fruits of this laft vic- 
tory, which clofes at length the re- 
volution. Letus gather round the 
conftitution; let us think and feel 
that its fpirit and its letter ought 
never to be feparated. 

“Oh! if after twenty years of 
this civil war, that they wifhed to 
inflict upon us, and of ‘the frightful 
cataftrophes that would be its ne- 
eeflary confequences, a beneficent 
genius were to bring us this confti- 
tution of the third year, with what 
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tranfport fhould we not receive it! 
what tears of gratitude would it not 
make us fhed! what neweft hopes 
would it not revive in families re- 
duced to deéfolation!—Well, we 
have it, we poffefs it, let. us learn 
to. preferve it. As to you, French- 
men, it is to your union, it is to 
your confidence, that we are to 
look for encouragement. - Return- 
ing prefently to our ordinary la- 
bours, all our cares will be to clofe 
the wounds which our enemies are 
ftriving to enlarge. The reftora- 
tion of the finances, of commerce, 
of induftry, of agriculture; the fo- 
lace of the indigent claffes, of the 
hofpitals, of the national creditor ; 
the debt of our immortal defenders, 
will demand our firft regards. Peace 
alfo, that confoling peace which is 
acquired by victory, fhall {peedily 
come, and we have the folid hope 
of it; to confolidate all our tri- 
umphs, and to repair all our loffes. 
If, on the contrary, the enemy 
fhould be obftinate, to precipitate 
their own deftruction, may the u- 
nion of our good citizens, may their 
attachment to the conftitution and 
government of the third year, be 
at once their defpair, and the pledge 
of their approaching ruin! 

“  Magiftrates, adminiftrators, 
funétionaries, the voice of your 
country calls you back to your 
pofts. Everywhere in a republic, 
that man is in the field of honour 
who conduéts himfelf as a republi- 
can. Men of letters, you whom 
the defpotifm of calumny reduced 
to filence, re{ume your priftine en- 
ergy; commence your republican 
inftruction; make the coward apo- 
logifts of flavery to, blufh; aid alfo 
the legiflative body and the govern- 
ment; form the manners of the 
nation. 

X 3 s* Frenchmen, 
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“ Frenchmen, unity of action is 
re-eftablifhed between the two 
great powers, not that which refults 
from the dependence of one of 
them, but that which produces the 
harmony of reciprocal wills. We 
have expofed to you our conduct 
and our principles; our life is zlto- 
gether devoted to the maintenance 
of the republic; we will not fay 
that we are merely ready to lofe 
our lives in combating the factions, 
but we {wear to you that we will 
overcome them.” 


The following Proclamations have been 
publified by the Direftory. On their 
Authenticity no great Reliance can 
be placed. Thus much, however, 
muft be fard, that the Pretender has 
not thousht fit to difavow them. 


LOUIS XVIII. TO THE FRENCH, 

A PROFOUND grief penetrates 
our breaft every time we fee French- 
men groaning in captivity, through 
their attachment to the fafety of 
-France. But will it fatisfy your tv- 
rants to have procured new victims? 
In this confpiracy which they im- 
pute to them, in the papers they 
publith fo faftidioufly, will they not 
feek pretexts to calumniate our in- 
tentions? Is it not to be dreaded, 
finally, that, either by forging pa- 
pers, or by throwing out fubtle in- 
finuations, they will attempt to 
paint us to you in falfe colours ? 

It is our duty to admonifh you 
againft a perfidy which. the expe- 
rience of what is paft authorizes us 
to forefee; it is our duty to ma- 
nifeft to you the fentiments with 
which our heart is filled. The ty- 
rants envelope themfelves in the 
fhades of myftery; a father dreads 
not to be feen by his children. 
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Thofe of our faithful fubje&s whom 
we have appointed to inftruct you 
as to your trueinterefts, will retrace 
in this paper the inftructions they 
have received. Thofe whom the 
purity of their zeal and the wifdom 
of their principles will entitle to 
our confidence in future, will here 
read aforehand the  inftructions 
which will be given to them. Fi- 
nally, all the French who, fharing 
our love for the country, with to 
concur towards faving it, will in- 
ftruct themfelves in the rules they 
ought to follow; andall France, ac- 
quainted with the end to which 
every one fhould concur in concert, 
and the means which ought to be 
employed, will form a judgment 
for itfelf of the good which it ought 
to expect from them. 

We have faid to our agents, 
(note, by the Direétory, Dunan, 
Brottier, and Lavilluernois) and we 
repeat to them inceffantly, “* Bring 
back our people to the holy religion 
of their forefathers, and to the pa- 
ternal government which fo lon 
conftituted the glory and lenpinel: 
of France. Explain to them that 
the conftitution of the ftate has been 
calumniated, becaufe it has been 
mifunderftood. Inftruct them to 
diftinguifh it from the regime which 
had been too long introduced. Shew 
them that it is alike oppofite to an- 
archy and defpotifm, the two feour- 
ges which are as odious to us as they 
are to them, but which have altern- 
ately afflicted France fince fhe has 
no longer had a King. Confult 
wife and enlightened men as to the 
new degrees of perfection, of which 
that conftitution may be fufcepti- 
ble, and make known to them the 
forms it has prefcribed to effect its 
own amelioration. Affirm that we 
have adopted the moft efficacious 

meafures 
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meafures to preferve it from the in- 
juries of time, and from the attacks 
of authority itfelf. Guarantee 
once more the oblivion of errors, 
of injuries, and even of crimes. 
Quench in every breaft every the 
fmalleft with of private revenges, 
which we are refolved to reprefs 
with feverity. Tranfmit to us the 
public will as to the regulations 
which are calculated to correct a- 
bufes, the reform of which will be 
the conftant object of our folici- 
tude, Apply all your attention to 
prevent the return of that regime 
of blood, which has coft us fo ma- 
ny tears, and with which our wretch- 
ed fubjects are ftill menaced. Di- 
rect the choice they are about to 
make, towards men of worth, 
friends of order and peace, who are 
at the fame time incapable of be- 
traying the dignity of the French 
name, and whofe virtues, intelli- 
gence, and courage, may help us to 
reftore happinefs to our people. 
Promife rewards proportioned to 
their fervices, to the military of 
every rank, and to the members of 
the adminiftrations who fhall co- 
operate towards the re-eftablifh- 
ment of religion, laws, and the 
legitimate authority.—But, in the 
re-eftablifiment of them, avoid the 
employment of the atrocious means 
which were practifed to overthrow 
them. Expect from the public o- 
pinion a fuccefs which it alone can 
render folid and durable; or, if it 
fhould be neceflary to have recourfe 
to face of arms, do not at leaft 
employ this cruel force until the 
laft extremity, and to give it a juft 
and neceflary fupport. 
Frenchmen! all the documents 
you may meet with in conformity 
to thefe fentiments, we fhall glory 
in avowing. If any fhould be pre- 
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fented to you in which you fhould 
not recognize thefe characters, re- 
ject them as the production of liars; 
they are not in conformity with our 

heart. 
Given on the 10th of March, 
of the year of grace 1797, 
and of our reign the fecond. 
(Signed) Louis. 

This was tohave been fublifhed previous 
to the Entry of the Pretender into Paris. 


LOUIS THE XVIII. TO ALL 
FRENCHMEN. 


PROVIDENCE has permitted 
for the inftruétion of Kings, and 
for the punifhment of nations, that 
the monarchy of France fhould be 
overturned by a handful of faétious 
men, whofe conduct has been ftain- 
ed by every fpecies of guilt, 

The clergy, the nobility, and 
all the perfonages of the higheft 
diftin¢tion and probity, have been 
either perfecuted, exiled, or mafla- 
cred.—Our auguft Brother, and a 
part of his family, have been the 
victims of this cruel tyranny. 

Frenchmen, your hearts are now 
opened and foftened. They are 
returned to thofe fentiments of 
love for their King which have 
ever diftinguifhed them beyond all 
other nations; they have recogni- 
zed our facred right to govern them ; 
they have recognized us, in the 
perfuafion that we {hall not fuffer 
the diadem on our brow to be dif- 
honoured. 

Yes!—we take the Moft High 
to witnefs, that we fhall forget the 
faults of our fubje¢éts who have 
been mifled by the feditious. Far 
from marking our acceffion to. the 
throne by any te?rible difplay of 
vengeance, I fhall fhew myfelf like 
a tender father, who pardons. the 

X 4 errors 
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errors and wanderings of his» chil- 
dren, We. fhall pardon with as 
much pleafure as our tyrants have 
found in facrifieing... The» juttice 
of God does not refemble that of 
men; he alone can read our hearts, 
and ~punifh their» hardnefs., 
(Signed) Louis. 


Treaty, of Peace concluded’ between the 
Pope and the French Republic, 


Art. ly HERE hall be peace, 
friendfhip,; and good 
underftanding between the French 
Republic and: Pope Pius the Sixth, 
II. The Pope, revokes all adhe- 
fion, afliftance, and conceffion, open 
or fecret; given by him’ to the coa- 
lition armed againft the French Re- 
public ; and to every treaty of alli- 
ance, offenfiye and defenfive, with 
whatever, power it may be. 
engages himfelf not to furnifh, ei-, 
iher for the prefent or any future 
war, to any, power armed againft 
the, French Republic, any fuccours 
in men, {hips, arms, warlike fiores, 
provifions, or money, under any 
title or denomination whatever. 
- JIT, His Holinefs ,fhall difband, 
within. five days after the ratification 
of_ the prefent treaty, the troops of 
the new formation, retaining only 
the regiments exifting before, the, 
treaty of armiftice figned at Bo- 
logna. jou : 
IV. The.fhips of war or'corfairs, 
of the powers armed againft the 
French Republic, -fhall,not enter, 
or at leaft fhall not make any fay, 
during the prefent war, in the ports 
er roads of the ecclefiattical ftates. 
V. The French Republic fhalk 
continue to enjoy, as before the 
war, all the rights and prerogatives 
which France had at) Rome, and 
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fhall be treated in every refpeétas 
the moft. refpeétable powers,’ and 
particularly fo as to what relates to 
its ambafiador or minifter, its con- 
fuls or vice-confuls. venis pert 
VI» The Pope fhall renounce ab- 
folutely and) entirely all the’ rights 
which he may ‘pretend *to "have ‘inv 
the cities: and territories of Avig+ 
nonj'the Comtat Venaiffin, and: its 
dependencies ; and fhall. transfer, 
give up,and abandon the faid rights 
to the French Republic. 
VII. The Pope in like manner 
renounces for ever, and gives: up 
and transfers to the French Repub- 
lic, all his right: to the:terfitories 
known by the title of the Legation 
of Bologna, Ferrara, and Romagna ; 
and no attack fhall be made on the 
Catholic religion in that quarter. 
Vill. The. citadel and: villages 
forming the territory of the city of 
Ancona, fhall remain in the hands 
of the Republic till a peace’ with 
the continent fhall be concluded. 
IX. The Pope engages; for him- 
felf and his fucceffors,’not to trans- 
fer to any one'the titles of Seignio- 
ries attached to the'territory by him 
ceded to the French: Republic: 
‘ X. His Holinefs engages’ to -pay 
and deliver, at Foligno, tovthe trea~ 
furer of the French army,’ before 
the 5th of March, 1797, the fum of 
15,000,000 of French livres: Tour- 
nois, of which. 10,000,000! fhall be 
in fpecie,and.5,000,000 in ‘diamonds 
and other valuable effeéts; befides 
the fum of 1,600,000 remaining due. 
according'to the 9th article of the - 
armiftice figned at Bologna on the 
5th Meffidor, in the fourth-year of 
of the Republic, and ratified» by ‘his 
Holinefs on the 27th of June. ' 
XI. In order to fettle finally what 
fhall remain to be paid; intordet' to 
the complete execution of the xa 
: ice 
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ftice figned at Bologna, his Helinefs 
fhall provide the army with 800 ca- 
valry ‘horfes accoutred, and 800 
draught-horfes, bulls, and buffaloes, 
arid other objects produced from 
the territory of the church: 

XII. Befides the fum mentioned 
in the preteding articles, the Pope 
fhall pay to the French Republic, 
in'{pecie, diamonds, and other va- 
luables, the: fum of 15,000,000 of 
French livres Tournois,* of which 
10,000,000 livres’ fhall be paid. in 
the courfe of March, and five in 
the courfe of April next. + « 
“XI. The 8th article’ of -the 
treaty of armiftice figned’ at Bo- 
logna, concerning the manufcripts 
and objects of art, fhall be carried 
into complete execution as {peedily 
as poffible. — 

XIV. The French army ‘hall 
evacuate Umbria, Perugia, and Ca- 
- Merino, as foon as the 10th article 


of the prefent treaty fhall be exe- . 


cuted and accomplifhed.. 

~ XV. The French army fhall eva- 
cuate the province of Macerata, ex- 
cepting Ancona and Fano, and their 
territories, as foon as the firft five 
millions of the fum mentioned in 
‘the 12th article of the prefent trea- 
ty fhall have been paid and deliver- 
€di HS on ; 

XVI. The French fhall evacuaté 
the territory of the city of Fano, 
and the duchy of Urbino, as foon 
as the fecond five’'millions of the 
fum ‘mentioned in ‘the’ P2th article 
of the prefent treaty fhall have been 
delivered, and thé 3d, 10th, 11th, 
and 12th fhall have ‘been executed. 
The ‘laft’ five millioits, making up 
‘the whole of the fum ftipulated to 
‘be paid by the 11th afticle, fhall be 
‘paid at fartheft in ‘the courfe of 
epibiiexinoniamov rt Mie Sn 


rc 
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“XVII The French -Republic 
cedes to the Pope all its right to 
the different religious foundatioiis 
in’ the:city of Rome,and at Loret- 
to; and the Pope cedes entirely to 
the French Republic all the allodial 
property ‘belonging to the /Holy fee 
in the three provinces) of Bologna, 
Ferrara, and’ Romagna, and particu- 
larly the eftate of Mefola, and its 
dependencies; the Pope .referving 
to himfelf, however, in cafe they 
thall be fold, a third of the fums 
arifing from fuch fale, which fhall 
be remitted as part of his contribu- 
tion.’ : 

e XVIIL. His Holinefs fhall difa- 
vow, by his minifter at: Paris, the 
aflaflination of the Secretary of Le- 
‘gation, Baffeville; and, in the courfe 
of the year, the fum of 300,000 li- 
vres fhall be paid to and divided 


-among thofe who have fuffered by 


this event. 

XIX. His Holinefs fhall fet at 
liberty“all | perfons in ‘confinement 
on account of their political opi- 
nions... __ 

XX. The Commander in Chief 
fhall permit all the prifoners of war 
from the troops of his Holinefs to 
return home, as foon as he fhall have 
received the full ratification of this 
treaty, 

XXI. Untila commercial treaty 
fhall. be. concluded between the 
French Republic and the Pope,,the 


commerce, of the Republic fhall be 
re-eftablifhed, and treated» by the 


ftates of his Holinefs on the fame 
footing as the, nation moft favoured 
in its commerce. 
XXII. Conformable to the 6th 
article of the treaty concluded at 
the’ Hague in April, in the third 
year, the peace concluded by the 
prefent treaty between the French 
: Republic 
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Republic and his Holinefs, is de- 
clared to extend to the Batavian 
Republic. 

XXIII. The poft of France fhall 
be re-eftablifhed at Rome, in the 
fame manner as exifted before. 

XXIV. The fehool of arts, infti- 
tuted at Rome for all the French, 
fhall be re-eftablifhed, and fhall 
continue to be conduéted as before 
the war. The palace belonging 
to the Republic, where this fchoal 
is held, fhall be reftored without 
watte. 

XXV. All the articles, claufes, 
and conditions of the prefent treaty 
* fhall be, without exception, obliga- 
tory fer ever, as wellon his Holi- 
nefs as on his fucceffors. 

XXVI. The prefent treaty hall 
be ratified with the fhorteft poffible 
delay. 

Made and figned at the head- 
quarters of Tolentino, by 
the faid Plenipotentiaries, 
February 19th, 1797. 

(Signed) BuonaparTs. 

CaCAULtT. 


To Cardinals Maltei, L. Galeppi, 
I. Duca, Brafchi, Oneftt, and 
Camillo, Marquis of Maffia. 


Convention fiipulated at Monte Bello w/on 

» the 5th and 6th of June, ¥797, between 
Citizen Buonaparte, General in Chief 
of the French Army of Italy, Citizen 
Faypoult, Minifter of the French Re- 
public at Genoa, and his Excellency 
M. Michael Angelo Cambrofa, Louis 
‘Carbonera and Gerolino, Deputies of 
the Republic of Genoa. 


THE French Republic and the 
Republic of Genoa being defirous 
to confolidate the union and har- 
mony which have always exifted 
between the French Republic and 


the Republic of Genoa; thinking 
likewife that the happinefs of the 
Genoefe nation requires that it 
fhould regain poffeffion of the de- 
pofit of its fovereignty; the two 
{tates have agreed upan the follow- 
ing articles ; 

I. The government of the Re- 
publio of Genoa acknowledges the 
{overeignty to refide in the aggre- 
gate of all the citizens of the terri- 
tory of the ftate, 

{]. The legiflative power fhall 
be entrufted to two reprefentative 
councils: the one compofed of 
three hundred, and the other of 
one hundred and fifty members. 
The executive power fhall be dele- 
gated to a fenate of ten members, 
over which a doge fhall prefide: 
the fenators fhall be in the nomina- 
tion of the councils. 

III. Eyery commune fhall have a 
municipality, and every diftrict an 
adminiftration. 

IV. The mode of eletion of all 
the authorities, the limits of the dif- 
tridts, the portion of authority en- 
trufted to all the different bodies, 
the organization of the judicial 
power and the military force, fhall 
be determined by a committee of 
legiflation, charged with the tafk of 
framing the conttitution, and all the 
organical laws of the goyernment, 
with! the referve of doing nothing 
contrary to the Catholic religion, 
to guarantee the confolidated debts, 
to preferve the free port of the city 
of Genoaand the bank of St. George, 
and to take meatures, as far as means 
fhall permit, to provide for the fup- 
port of the poor nobles wha at pre- 
fent exift. This committee fhall be 
obliged to complete its work in the 
{pace of one month, reckoning from 
the day of its formation. 

V. The people finding them 

felves 
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felves 1eft. r:d to the enjoyment of 
their rights, every kind of privilege 
and exclufive eftablifhment which 
breaks the unity of the ftate is ne- 
ceflarily annulled. 

VI. The provifional gavernment 
fhall be entrufted to an executive 
committee, who fhall be compefed 
of twenty-two members, over which 
the reigning doge fhall prefide, and 
which {hall be inftalled upon the 
14th of the prefent month of June, 
26th Prairial, the 5th year of the 
French Republic. 

VII. The citizens who fhall be 
called upon to compofe the provi- 
fienal government of the Genoefe 
Republic, are not at liberty to re- 
fufe the office without being regard- 
ed as indifferent to the welfare of 
the country, and condemned to a 
fine of two thoufand crowns. 

VIII. When the provifional go- 
vernment fhall be formed, it fhall 
determine the neceffary regulations 
for the forms of its deliberations ; 
it fhall appoint, within a week af- 
ter its inftallation, the committee 
of legiflation, empowered to frame 
the conftitution. 

IX. The provifional government 
fhall fix the juft indemnification due 
to the French who were pillaged 
upon the 3d and 4th Prairial. 

X. The French Republic, defi- 
rous of giving a proof of the inte- 
reft which it takes in the happinefs 
of the Genoefe people ; defirous of 
feeing them united, and free from 
factions, grants an amnefty to all 
the Genoefe againft whom it has 
grounds of complaint,. cither on 
account of the tranfactions of the 
$d and 4th Prairial, or on account 
of the different events which took 
place in the imperial fiefs. The 
provifional government fhall em- 
ploy its utmoft endeavours to ex- 
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tinguifh all factions, to unite all the 
citizens, and to convince them of 
the neceflity of rallying round pub- 
lic liberty, and fhall therefore grant 
a general amnefty. 
XI. The French Republic fhall 
grant its protection to the Genoefe 
Republic, and even the affiftance of 
its armies to facilitate, if neceflary, 
the execution of the above articles, 
and to maintain the integrity of the 
territory of the Genoefe Republic. 


Treaty of Peace and Friendfhip between 
the French Republic and [er Moft 
Faithful Majefty the Queen of Portu- 


gt. 


THE French Republic and Her 
Moft Faithful Majefty the Queen 
of Portugal, defirous of re-eftablith- 
ing the bonds of commerce and 
friendfhip which exifted between 
the two powers before the prefent 
war, have given full powers to enter 
into negotiations for that purpofe, 
viz. the Executive Directory, in the 
name of the French Republic, to 
citizen Charles Delacroix ; and Her 
Very Faithful Majefty to M.le Che- 
valier d’Aranjo Dazevedo, of her 
faid Majefty’s council, Gentleman 
of her Houfehold, Knight of the 
Order of Chrift, and her Envoy Ex- 
traordinary and Minifter Plenipo- 
tentiary to the Batavian Republic; 
who, after having exchanged their 
refpective powers, have concluded 
the prefent treaty of peace. 

Article I. There fhall be peace, 
friendfhip, and good underftanding 
between the French Republic and 
Her Moft Faithful Majeity the 
Queen of Portugal. 

II. All hoftinties fall ceafe, as 
well by land as by fea, reckoning 
from the exchange of the ratifica- 
tions of the prefent treaty, viz. in 

fifteen 
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fifteen days for Europe, and the 
feas;;on her. coafts, and thofe’ of 
Africa on this fide the equator: 
forty days. after the faid exchange 
for the countries and feas of Ame- 
rica and Africa beyond the equator, 
and three months after for the coun- 
tries and feas fituated to the eaft- 
ward of the Cape of Good Hope. 

Ill. The ports, towns, places, or 
any! other territorial poffeflions of 
either of the two powers, in what- 

_ ever part of the world, which are 
occupied orconquered by the troops 
of the other, thall be reciprocally 
reftored within the periods above- 
mentioned, without either compen- 
fation or indemnity being required. 
« IV. Her Moft Faithful Majetty 
engages\to obferve the moft exaé& 
neutrality bétween the Republic and 
the other belligerent powers. . A 
fimilar ndutrality fhall/ be ebferved 
by the French Republic, in cafe'of 
a rupture between Portugal and any 
other European power. | Tn confe- 
quence, neither'of the two contract- 
ing parties, during the courfe of the 
prefent. war, fhall! furnifh’ to’ the 
enemies of the other, in virtue ‘of 
any treaty or {ipulation whatever 
(public: or fecret) any fuccours in 
troops, thips, arms, warlike ammu- 
nition, provifions, or money, under 
whatever title or denomination. 

Mw Her. Moft Faithful Majefty 
thall notadmit into her great ports 
more than fix'armed fhips of wat 
belonging to,any one of the bellis 
gerenl powers, nor more than three, 
into her fmaller ports. The’ prizes 
made by their fhips' of war or re- 
tpective eruifers' thall no: more be 
received into het!;Majefty’s’ ports 
than the cruifers themfelves, unlefs 
it be inveafes of tempeft or immi- 
nent peril, and then they fhall de- 
part'as foon as the peril is paft. « All 


wiate 


fale of merchandifé or captured vef- 
fels fhall be feverely prohibited. > 
The French Republic fhall obferve 
the fame regulations with refpe& 
to fhips of war, cruifers, or prizes 
belonging to the European powers 
with which Her Moft Faithful Ma- 
jefty may enter into war. 
VI.: Her Moft Faithful Majefty 
acknowledges, by the prefent trea- 
ty, that all the territories fituated to 
the north of the limits hereinaftér 
mentioned, between the poffeffions 
of the two contracting powers, be- 
long in full property and fove- 
reignty to the French Kepublic’; 
renouncing, as far as need be, as . 
well for herfelf as her fucceffors, all 
the rights to which fhe might pre- 
tend upon the faid territories, under 
whatever title, and particularly in 
virtue of the eighth article of the 
treaty concluded at Utrecht, the I 1th 
of April, 1713, The French Re- 
public reciprocally acknowledges 
that all the territories fituated te 
the fouth of the faid line, belong to 
Her Moft Faithful Majefty, in cont 
formity to the treaty of Utrecht. 
VII. The limits between the two 
French and Portuguefe’ Guyanas 
fhall be determined by the river 
called by the Portuguefe'Calmeme, 


‘and by the French Vincent Pinfon, 


which flows into the ocean above 
the North Cape, about two degrees 
arid a half fouthern latitude. They 
fhall follow the? {aid river ‘to its 
fource, and afterwards a right’ line 
drawn from the faid fource towards 
the weft, as far as Rio Blanco. 
“OVIIT. The mouth, as well as the 
whole courfe of the faid river Cal: 
meme or Vincent’ Pinfon, belong 
in full and entire fovereignty to the 
French Republic, without, howev- 
er; the fubjeéts of Her Moft Faith+ 
ful Majefty, eftablifhed in the envi. 
ToNs 
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tons to the fouth of the faid.river, 
being prevented from ufing it free- 
ly and without being fubject to.the 
u 
ter-dut - 
‘IX. The fabje&s of Her Mott 
Bahful Majefty who are fettled to 
the north of the frontier line above 


marked, fhall be free toremain there, , 


“obeying the laws of the Republic, 
or to withdraw with their effects, 
or to fell the lands belonging to 

_ them... The faculty of retiring and 
felling their moveable or immove- 
able effects, is reciprocally referved 
to the French who may be feitled 
to the fouth of the faid frontier line. 
The exercife of the faid faculty is 
limited to one, and the other to 

_ two years, reckoning from the ex- 
change of the ratifications of the 

. French treaty. 

_X.. There fhall be negotiated and 
concluded as foon as poflible be- 
iwween the twd powers, a treaty of 
commerce founded upon. equitable 
bafis, and reciprocally advantage- 

ous. Until; it is concluded, it is 
BOBCEES rsx: 

_ 1ft. Thatthe commercial relations 
fhall be re-eftablifhed immediately. 
after the exchange of the ratifica- 
tion, and that the citizens. or, fub- 
__ jects of each of the two powers fhall 
_ enjoy in the territories of the other 


_ rogatives enjoyed.-by the moft fa- 
_ voured nations. 

. _ 2d. That the provifions and mer- 
_ chandifes, the produce of their foil 
or their manufactures, fhall be re- 
pesivay admitted, if the provi- 
_ fions and merchandife of the fame 
kind of other nations are, or fhall 
‘afterwards be admitted; and that 
the faid provifions and merchan- 


_ hibition which fhall not equally fall 
r BY 


ties of entrance, courfe, and wa-, 


all the rights, immunities, and pre-: 


_ difes fhall not be fibject to any pro- ’ 
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on other provifions and,merchan- 
difes of the fame kind imported by 
other nations. 

3d. That neyerthelefs the French 
Republic not being able to offer to 
Portugal but a price extremely low 
for its wines, and being unable to 
compenfate by. the introduction of 
French cloths into that kingdom, 
things fhall reciprocally remain, 
with refpect to thofe two articles, 
in their prefent ftate. ory: 

4th. That the duties of cuftom, 
and others upon. provifions and 
merchandife of. the foil and manu- 
fattures of the two; powers, fhall be 
reciprocally regulated upon the fame 
footing as with regard to, other moit, 
favoured nations. ee 

5th. That. out, of the duties thus, 
regulated, there fhall be allowed.a 
drawback in favour of merchandifes 
the produceof the foil or manufac- 
tures of the flates of each of the 
two, powers, provided they-are,im- 
ported in national veffels on account 
of the merchants to, whom they, be- 
long, and fent im right of the ports 
ef Europe, on the, one hand, to the, 
ports of Europe on the other. The 
amount of thefe drawbacks, as weil 
as the kinds of merchandifes) to 
which they.dhall apply, to be regu- 
lated by the treaty of commerce to: 
be concluded, between the two 
powers. 

6th. That further, all the ftipula- 
tions relative to commerce inferted. 
in preceding treaties concluded, be~ 
tween the two powers fhall be pro- 
vifionally executed, wherein, they, 
are not contrary to the: prefent 
treaty. 

XJ. Her Moft Faithful, Majefty 
fhall admit into her porté the French 
fhips of war and merchantmen, un- 
der the fame conditions as the fhips 
of the moft favoured nations are ad- 

mitted. 
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mitted. The Portuguefe veffels 
fhall enjoy in France the moft exact 
reciprocity. 

XII. The French confuls and 
vice-confuls fhall enjoy privileges, 
immunities, prerogatives, and jurif- 
dictions, as they enjoyed them be- 
fore the war, and as they are enjoy- 
ed by the moft favoured nations. 

XII. The ambaffador or minif- 
ter of the French Republic at the 
court of Portugal, fhall enjoy the 
fame immunities, prerogatives, and 
privileges as French ambaffadors 
enjoyed previous to the war. 

XIV. All the French citizens, as 
well as the individuals compofing 
the eftablifhment of the ambaffador 
er minifter of the councils, and 
other agents accredited and ac- 
knowledged by the French Repub- 
lic, fhall enjoy in the ftates of Her 
Moft Faithful Majefty the fame li- 
berty of worfhip as is enjoyed by 
the moft favoured nations in this 
re{pect. 

The prefent, and two preceding 


articles, fhall be reciprocally obferv-" 


ed by the French Republic with re- 
gard to the ambafladors, minifters, 
confuls, and other agents of Her 
Moft Faithful Majetty. 

XV. All the prifoners made on 
both fides, including marines and 
failors, fhall be given up ina month, 
reckoning from the exchange of the 
ratification of the prefent treaty, on 
payment of the debts they fhall have 
contracted during their captivity. 
‘Fhe fick and wounded {hall conti- 
nue to be taken care of in the re- 
{pective hofpitals: they fhall be 
given up immediately after they 
are cured. 


XVI. The peace and good friend- 
fhip re-eftablifhed by the prefent 
treaty between the French Repub- 
lic and Her Moft Faithful Majefty, 
are declared to extend in common 
to the Batavian Republic. 

XVII. The prefent treaty fhall 
be ratified, and the ratification ex- 
changed in two months, reckoning 
from this day. 

Done, performed, concluded, 
figned, and confirmed, to wit, 
by me Charles Delacroix, by 
the feal for foreign affairs, and 
by me the Chevalier d’Aran- 
jo, by the feal of my arms, at 
Paris, the 23d Thermidor, 
fifth year of the French Re- 
public, anfwering to the 10th 
of Auguit, old ftyle. 

(Signed) 

- CHARLES DELACROIX, 

Ant. D’Aranjo Dazevepo. 


The Executive Directory agrees to 
fign this prefent treaty between Her 
Moft Faithful Majefty the Queen 
of Portugal, negotiated in the name 
of the Republic by citizen Charles 
Delacroix, Minifter Plenipotentia- 
ry, invefted with powers to that ef- 
fe& by adecree of the 30th laft 
Meffidor, and charged by his in- 
ftructions. 

Done at the national palace of 
the Executive Directory, the 
24th Thermidor, 5th year 
of the Republic, one and in- 
divifible. For the fake of 
expedition, 

(Signed) REVELLIERE LEPAUX, 
Prefident. 
By the Executive Directory, 
LaGaRDE, Sec. Gen.* 
Convention 


* The Executive Directory, however, by a decree of the 26th Oétober, declar- 


ed this treaty null and void.——The following is a copy of the decree : 


« The 
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Convention concluded betaveen General 
Buonaparte and the Marquis of Men- 
Jfredini, on Behalf of the Grand Duke 


of Tufcany. 


1ft. THE Grand Duke fhali pay 
$00,000 livres, as an indemnity for 
the expences of the French garri- 
fon at Leghorn. ’ 

2d. General Buonaparte promifes 
to withdraw that garrifon, confift- 
ing of 1600 men, and on whofe de- 
parture the Grand Duke will pay 
1,200,000 livres more to the French 
Republic. 


Declaration of the General Adminifiration 
of Lombardy. 


WHEREAS, notwithftanding the 
declaration of neutrality of the Hel- 
Yetic Republic, the inhabitants of 
the bailiwicks of Lugano and Be- 
linzona have openly favoured the 
defertion of the Auttrian prifoners ; 
whereas money, boats, and clothes 
are procured, and roads pointed out 
to them to join their armies ; where- 
as the magiftrates permit Auftrian 
and Englifh emiflaries to refide in 
thofe bailiwicks, from whence they 


endeavour to difturb the internal 


tranquillity of Lombardy; whereas 
the principal magiftrate at Lugano 
has dared to compel by force fome 
Lombards who refided in that town 
to lay afide the cockade of the firft 


335 
te Abe in Europe, which is the 

rench Republic: in fine, whereas 
thefe infringements of the neutral- 
ity difplay a tendency hoftile to the 
French Republic, and contrary to 
the good underftanding which ought 
to fubfift with Lombardy, the Ge- 
neral Adminiftration refolves as fol- 
lows : 

-1ft. All the inhabitants of the 
bailiwicks of Belinzona and Luga- 
no, who fhall appear on the terri- 
tory of Lombardy unprovided with 
paflports of the Lombard conftitut- 
ed authorities, fhall immediately be 
arrefted as fufpected perfons, con- 
ducted beyond the Renters and, 
fhould they return again, be treated 
as {pies of the hoftile powers, and 
Judged by martial law. 

2d. All the Swifs barges, on 
board of which Auftrian deferters 
fhall be found, are to be confifcated, 
and their mafters judged by milita- 
ry law as perfons recruiting for the 
enemy. 

3. As long as the agents of Auf. 
tria, efpecially one Andreazzi, call- 
ing himfelf an imperial commiffion- 
er, fhall not be banifhed from thofe 
countries, the importation of corn 


from Lombardy fhall be prohibited. 


Ratifoon, February \9th, 1797. 
THE impending new campaign 
has been officially announced to the 
diet 


*« The Executive Direétory, confidering that the Queen of Portugal, inftead of 


fending a pure and fimple ratification of the treaty of peace concluded with the 
Executive Directory, in the name of the French Republic, on the 23d Thermidor, 
sth year, within the two months allowed by that treaty, has put her principal ftrong 
places into the hands of the Englith army, decrees as follows ; 
_ _“ The treaty between the French Republic and the Queen of Portugal, conclud-, 
ed on the 23d Thermidor, sth year, and not ratified on the part of her faid Majef= 
ty, is declared to be of no efteét. 

“The minifter for fori affairs is charged to notify to M. Aranjo Dazevedo, 


Minifter Plenipotentiary of the Queen of Portugal, to quit the territory of the Re- 
public withour delay. 
(Signed) “La REVELLIERE LEPAVX, Prefident.” 
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diet of the empire. The declara- 


tion made on the 14th infiant, on 
the part of the Emperor, to the. 


three colleges of the empire, -con- 
tains, amongft others, the following 
paflage : a ig 

The ftates muft haye acquired the 
moft perfect conviction from many 
events, efpecially from the hoftile 
fentiments expreffed by the enemy 
againft the integrity or the empire, 
that it is become, unavoidably ne- 


ceflary to make greater efforts, and , 


to lofe no time in firaining every, 
nerve to fupport his Imperial, Ma- 
jefty. in the generous patriotic re- 
folution, of employing all his forces 
for,the welfare of the Germanic; 
empire, and the prefervation of its 
conftitution, with all pofiible vigour, 
and with farther facrifices of his re- 
fources. ae ‘dy 

The Emperor, then; demands of 
all thofe ftates who with for the 
farther protection of the imperial 
arms, the fpetdy furnifhing of their 
quintuple contingent of troops, who 
are to join the army of the empire 
without delay; to furnifh alfo: the 
contingents in money, and _ the ar- 
rears-of the Roman months, in or- 
der that the effective force may be 
feafonably known before the open- 
ing of the impending campaign, 
which is to be carried on with the 
greateft energy. 

The Emperor concludes his de- 
claration by itating,— 

His Majefty ‘the Emperor and 
King, confidering the immenfe ef- 
forts of the enemy, and the viciifi- 
tudes of the war which have hither- 
to taken place, will find it impoffi- 
ble :to,.avert the hoftile dangers 
which threaten the Germanic con- 
ftitution, and the profperity of cer- 
tain diftris of Germany, unlefs his 
co-ftates will grant him the moftac- 
tive fupport. 


. Buonaparte, General in. Chief of the: 
Army of Italy,. to the People of Ca- 
riathia, aa tee 

General Quarters at Clagenfutt, . 

. nba baw 1.4 ae 

THE. French, army does. not» 
come, into your country to conquer’ 
it, nor to effeét any-change in your 
religion, manners, or cuftoms.. It 
is-the friend of all nations, and par- 
ticularly. of , the brave people: of: 
Germany.» () 0 Ubrle sveen 

: The Executive Directory of the 
French’ Republic have {pared no’ 
pains to bring to a termination the 
calamities which defolate the Con- 
tinent. Refolyed to, be foremoft 
in the accomplifhment of this plan; 
they fent General Clarke to‘Vien- 

“na, as a:Plenipotentiary, : to! com="’ 


| Mence negotiations for peace; but 


the court’ of Vienna refufed to 
hearken to them : it has.ever.been + 
declared “at Vicenze, through’ ‘the 
medium of M. St. Vincent, that it 
did mot acknowledge the French 
Republic.. General Clarke »de- 
manded‘a paffport, to go to fpeak 
to the Emperor himfeif; but the 
minifters: of "the court of Vienna 
dreaded, with reafon, that the mo- 
deration of the propofitions which 
he was charged to make, would in- 
fluence the Emperor to conclude:a 
peace. Thefe minifters, corrupted 
by Enghfh gold, betrayed Germany 
and their prince, and are as reluct- 
ant to negotiation as the perfidious 
iflanders who are the horror of all 
Europe. : 
Inhabitants of Carinthia! I 
know it, you deteft, as much as us, 
‘both the Englifh, who are the only 
gainers by the exifting warfare, and 
your minifter, whois fold to them. 
If we'have been at war for fix 
years, it is contrary to the wifes 
of the brave Hungarians, of the 
enlightened 
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enlightened citizens of Vienna, 
and of the fimple but honeft citi- 
zens of Carinthia. 
No matter! In fpite of England, 
and the minifters of the court of 
Vienna, we are friends. The 
French Republic affures to you the 
rights of conqueft; let them difap- 
pear before the contraé by which 
we are reciprocally bound. You 
will not join ina conteft which is 
contrary to your fentiments. You 
will furnifh the provifions which 
we may want. On my part, I fhall 
protest your religion, your man- 
ners, and your property. I fhall 
not exaét from you any contribu- 
tion. Isnot the war of itfelf horri- 
ble enough? Have you not already 
fuffered too much, you who are the 
innocent victims of others folly? 
The impofitions which you have 
been accuftomed to pay to the Em- 

eror, will indemnify you for the 
inevitable loffes attending the march 
of an army, and the provifions with 
which you will furnifh us. 


Proclamation relative to the Difturbances 
in the V enetian Territory. 


THE conduét of the Republic 
of Venice, during the commotions 
in Europe, has always been, and 
ftill remains, fo perfectly neutral 
and friendly towards all the bellige- 
rent powers, that the Senate did 


ted proclamation, dated Verona, 
arch 22, in whieh expreffions 
jurious to the French Republic 
Vor. XXXIX. 
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are attributed to the Proveditori 
Battagia, the Republic of Venice 
fees itfelf under the neceflity of 
declaring that proclamation forged, 
and of warning all its faithful fub- 
jets not to be deceived by fuch 
flanders, or induced to fuppofe that 
its friendfhip towards the Republic 
of France is in the leaft changed. 
The Senate entertains no doubt 
that the French nation will treat 
fuch calumnies with the contempt 
they deferve, and repofe that con- 
fidence in the Republic of Venice 
which it has merited by its irre- 
proachable conduct. 


Manifefio of General Buongparte againft 
ence, 
Head Quarters, Palma Nova, 
14 Floreal (May 13). 

WHILST the French army was 
engaged in the defiles of Styria, 
and left far behind them Italy and 
the principal eftablifhments of the 
army, where only a {mall number 
of battalions remained, this was the. 
conduét of the government of Ve- 
nice;—1. They profited of Paflion- 
week, toarm 40,000 peafanis, unit- 
ing them with ten regiments of 
Sclavonians, organifed them into 
different corps, and fent them to 
different points, to intercept all 
kind of communication between 
the army and the places in the 
rear.—-2. Extraordinary commiffa- 
ries, guns, ammunition of all kinds, 
and a great quantity of cannon, 
were fent from Venice even to 
complete the organization of differ- 
ent corps of thearmy.—3. All per- 
fons in the Terra Firma who had 
received us favourably, were ar- 
refted; benefits and the confidence 
of the government were heaped 
upon all thofe who poflefied a 
Y furious 
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furious hatred to the French name, 
and efpecially the fifteen confpira- 
tors of Verona, whom the Prove- 
ditori Prioli had arrefted three 
months ago, as having premedi- 
tated the maffacre of the French. 
—4, In the fquares, coffee-houfes, 
and other public places of Venice, 
all Frenchmen were infulted, treat- 
ed badly, and called by the names 
of Jacobins, Regicides, Atheifts. 
The French were to leave Venice, 
and a fhort time afterwards it was 
prohibited to them even to enter 
it.—5. The people of Padua, Vi- 
cenza, and Verona, were ordered 
totake up arms, to fecond the 
different corps of the army, and 
to begin at length thofe new Sici- 
lian vefpers. It belongs, faid the 
Venetian officers, to the Lion of 
St. Marc to verify the proverb,— 
that Italy is the tomb of the French. 
—6. The priefts in the pulpit 
preached the crufade; and _ the 
priefts in the ftate of Venice never 
{peak any thing but the will of the 
government. Pamphlets, perfidious 
proclamations, anonymous letters, 
were printed in the different towns, 
and began to agitate the minds of 
all; in a ftate where the liberty of 
the prefs is not permitted, in a go- 
vernment as much feared as it is 
fecretly detefted, printers print, 
-and authors write, nothing but what 
the fenate pleafe.—7. All {miled at 
firft at the perfidious projeét of the 
government. The French blood 
flowed on all fides. On all the 
roads, our convoys, our couriers, 
and every thing refpecting the ar- 
my, were intercepted.—8. At Pa- 
dua a chief of a battalion and two 
other Frenchmen were arrefted. 
At Caftiglione de Mori our foldiers 
were difarmed and affaflinated. On 
all the great roads from Mantua to 
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Legnano, from Caffano to Verona, 
we had more than two hundred men 
aflafinated.—9. Two French bat- 
talions, wifhing to join the army, 
met at Chiari with a divifion of the 
Venetian army, which attempted to 
oppofe their paflage: an obftinate 
conflict took place, and our brave 
foldiers cut a paflage for themfelves,. 
by putting thefe perfidious enemies 
to the rout.—10. At Valeggio there 
was another battle; at Deflengaro 
another. The French were every- 
where the weakeft in numbers; but 
they know well that the number 
of the enemy’s battalions is never 
eounted when they are compofed 
only of affaflins.—11. The fecond 
fea{t in Eafter, at the ringing of the 
bell, all the French were affaffinated 
in Verona. Neither the fick in the 
hofpitals were refpected, nor thofe 
who, in a ftate of convalefcence, 
were walking in the ftreets, and 
were thrown into the Adige, where 
they died, pierced with a thoufand 
wounds from ftilettoes. More than 
four hundred French were affaflin- 
ated.—12. For a week the Vene- 
tian army befieged the three caftles 
of Verona. Fhe cannen which 
were placed on the battery were: 
carried at the point of the bayonet. 
The town was fet on fire, and the 
moveable column that arrived in 
the interim, put thefe cowards to 
complete rout, by taking three 
thoufand of the enemy prifoners, 
among whom were. feveral Vene- 
tian generals.—13. The houfe of 
the French conful to Zante was 
burnt in Dalmatia.—14. A Vene- 
tian fhip of wartook an Auftrian 
convoy under its protection, and 
fired feveral fhot at the corvette Ja 
Brune.—15. The Liberateur d’Italie,.. 
a veflel of the Republic, with only 
three or four {mall pieces of can- 
non, 
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non, and a crew of: forty men, was 
funk in the very port of Venice, 
and by order of the fenate. The 
young and intrepid Haugier, lieute- 
nant and commander of the faid 
flip, as foon as he faw himfelf at- 


tacked by the fire of the fort and’ 


the admiral’s galley, being from 
both not more than piftol-fhot, or- 
dered his crew to go below. He 
alone got upon the deck, in the 


midft of a ftorm of grape-fhot, and” 


endeavoured, by his fpeeches, to 


~ difarm the fury of his affaffins; but 


he fell dead. His crew threw them- 
felves into the fea to fwim, and 
were purfued by fix challops, with 
troops on board, in the pay of Ve- 
nice, who cut to pieces feveral that 
fought for fafety in the open fea. 


One of the mafters, with feveral. 
wounds, and bleeding.in every part,, 


had the good fortune to reach the 
fhore, near the caftle of the port; 
but the commandant himfelf cut off 
his hand with an axe. 

On account of the above-men- 
tioned grievances, and authorifed 
by the 22d title, article 328, of the 
conftitution of the republic, and on 
account of the urgency of affairs, 
the General in Chief requires the 
French minifter to the republic of 
Venice to leave the faid city ; di- 
reéts the different agents of the re- 
public of Venice in Lombardy, and 
the Venetian Terra Firma, to quit 
it in twenty-four hours; directs the 
different generals of divifions to 
treat as.enemies the troops of the 
republic of Venice, and to “pull 
down, in the towns of the Terra 
Firma, the Lion of St. Marc. Every 
one will receive, in the orders of 


the day to-morrow, a rk ace = 


ftruction refpecting u 
tions. 


terior opera- 


BUONAPARTE,. 
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Proclamation of General Buonaparte. 


Head Quarters, Monte Bello, 
llth Mefidor, 5thyear. 


THE. Cifalpine Republic was for 
many years under the dominion of 
the houfe of Auftria.. The French 
Republic fucceeded it by the right 
of conqueft. It now renounces 
this right, and the Cifalpine Re- 
public is free and independent. 
Recognized by France and the Em- 
peror, it will foon be equally ac- . 
knowledged by the reft of Europe. 
The Executive Direétory of the 
French Republic, not content with 
employing its influence, and the 
victories of the republican armies, 
to fecure the political exiftence of 
the Cifalpine Republic, extends its 
care ftill further; and convinced 
that, if liberty be the firft of bleff- 
ings, the revolution which attends 
it is the greateft of evils, ithas given 
to the Cifalpine people their pecu- 
liar conftitution, refulting from the 
wifdom of the moft enlightened na- 
tion. ‘From a military regime the 
Cifalpine people pafs toa conftitu- 
tional’ one. That this tranfition 
fhould experience no fhock, nor be 
expofed to anarchy, the Executive 
Direétory has thought proper to 
nominate, for the prefent, the mem- 
bers of the government and the le- 
giflative body; fo that the people 
fhould after the lapfe of one year, © 
have the ele¢tion to the vacant 
places, in conformity to the confti- 
tution. Fora great number of years 
there exifted no republic in Italy. 
The facred fire of liberty was ex- 
tinguifhed, and the fineft part of 
Europe was under the yoke of 
ftrangers. It belongs to the Cif- 
alpine Republic to fhew to the 
world by its wifdom, its energy, 
and the organization of its armics, 

Y2 that 
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that modern Italy is not degenerat- 
ed, and is ftill worthy of liberty. 
(Signed) BuonaprartTe. 


Ordinance publifhed at Verona on the 
Sth of Auguft, 1797. 


WHEREAS citizen George 
Ginfti continues, notwithftanding 
repeated admonitions, to revile the 
popular government and equality ; 
and inftead of ftyling himfelf citi- 
zen, affumes the title of Count; 
fince he daily boafts to his fervants 
that he is of one of the beft fami- 
lies in Rome; and, what is much 
worfe, continually inveighs againft 
the popular government; the -faid 
citizen George Giufti is hereby 
f{entenced to pay 100 fequins; which 
money fhall be appropriated to erect 
a column to liberty in the Green- 
Market. This fentence fhall be 
read to citizen Giufti in the pre- 
fence of all his fervants and do- 
meftics, by the fecretary of the mu- 
nicipality, to inftruct the whole fa- 
mily in the true principles of liber- 
ty and equality. 

Approved by General Verdier, 
French Commandant in the 
province of Verona. 


Letter of General Buonaparte to the Chief 
of the Maniotes, dated Milan, 12th 
Lhermidor, (July 3uth) 


THE council of the French Re- 
public at Triefte has acquainted 
me with the attention your Lord- 
_ thip had fhewn in fending a deputa- 

tion to intimate to me the defire you 
had to fee in your ports fome French 
veffels, and to be in any refpeét ufe- 
ful to the brave French foldiers of 
the army of Italy. 

The French efteem the farall but 


gallant Maniote people, who alone 
of ancient Greece have preferved 
their liberty. In all the circum- 
ftances which may occur, they fhalk 
ever give proofs of their protection, 
and a particular care to favour their 
veffels and their citizens. . 

I beg your Lordfhip to receive 
with kindnefs the bearers of this, 
who have the ftrongeft defire to fee 
more nearly the worthy defcend- 


ants of Sparta, who, to be as re-_. 


nowned as their anceftors, wanted 
only to appear on a larger theatre. 

The firft time that any of your 
relations have occafion to vifit Ita- 
ly, I beg you to recommend them 
tome. I fhall feel a real pleafure 
in giving marks of the efteem which 
I entertain for you and your com- 
patriots. 

(Signed) BuoNaparrTe. 


From the Viewna Court Gazette, 
April 5th, V197. 
[Re prefent war, of which the 


unavoidable confequence has 
been the deftruction of fo many 
lives, has given the greateft uneafi- 
nefs to his Imperial Majefty from 
the time of his firft acceffion-to the 
throne. Penetrated witha fenfe of 
his‘duty, and compaffion for his fub- 
jects, and enimated with a wifh to 
reftore plenty and profperity to all 
his hereditary ftates, his Majefty has 
never ceafed to devife fuch means 
as might put an end to the calami- 
ties of war; and it was with the ut- 
moft regret that he faw all his en- 
deavours fruitlefs, and himfelf in 
confequence obliged to exert his 


utmoft force to. defend his ftates — 


and faithful fubjets againft the at- 
tacks of the enemy. Anxious to 


{pare the blood of his fubjects, his ~ 


Imperial 
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Imperial Majefty ftill wifhed for 
peace, even in the moment when his 
arms were moft fignally victorious. 
His Majefty has now likewife giv- 
en in charge to the underfigned, 
the Prefident of Lower Auftria, to 
communicate to the public the moft 
pofitive affurance ‘that he is now 
employed in the moft earneft man- 
ner in haftening the conclufion of 
apeace. But though his Majefty 
will negle& nothing which may 
procure the bleffings of a fpeedy 
peace to his hereditary ftates, he 
trufts with confidence, that fhould 
the enemy, dazzled by the change- 
able fortune of war, contrary to 
what we would hope, arrogantly 
reject all reconciliation, or infift on 
extravagant conditions, and fuch as 
are difgraceful to the Auftrian na- 
tion, every faithful fubjeét, mindful 
of the duties to which he has fworn, 
will exert his utmoft efforts to ob- 
tain peace by a courageous defence 
of his country, and will contribute 
all in his power to preparations 
which the extreme emergence may 
render neceflary for the fafety of 
the capital; and that the brave in- 
habitants of Vienna will thew no 
lefs courage and loyalty than their 
glorious anceftors, who, under Fer- 
dinand and Leopold {, on the walls 
of their city, fought and conquered 
for religion, their Sovereign, their 
country, and their honour. 


Francis Count Saurav, 
Prefident of Adminiftration 
in Lower Autftria. 


Vienna, April 4th, \797. 


Declaration of the Emperor at Vienna, 
on the 15th of Afril, 1797. 


COUNT Saurau, Prefident of 
the adminiftration of Lower Auttria, 
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has publifhed a proclamation, by or- 
der of his Imperial Majefty, fignify- 
ing, that though his Imperial Majel- 
ty cannot, for obvious important 
reafons, undertake the defence of 
his capital in his own perfon, he 
has taken all the neceflary meafures, 
and caufed every provifion to be 
made under his own infpection, for 
its defence. His Imperial Majefty 
likewife expreffes his hope that the 
enemy will at length confent to ac- 
cept more equitable terms, and fee 
in their proper light thofe which 
his Majefty has propofed; they ‘are 
fo framed, as they only can be, with- 
out derogating from the dignity of 
his Imperial Majefty, and the ho- 
nour of the nation he has the hap- 
pinefs to govern. His Majefty, 
however, confides in the affiftance 
and fupport of all his faithful fub- 
jects; and trufts that, fhould the 
enemy proceed to extremities, they 
alone, by the Divine affiftance, will 
be the victim, 

His Majefty likewife gives notice, 
that whatever damage may be done 
to the city or fuburbs by the prepa- 
rations neceflary for defence, or 
the aflaults of the enemy, fhall be 
repaired, after the reftoration of 
peace, from his Majefty’s private 
property, 


Vienna, June 21 ff, 1797. 


ON the 21ft inftant Count 
Thurn, in Styria, publifhed a decla- 
ration relative to the entrance of 
the Auftrian troops into Venetian 
Iftria. The principal reafons af- 
figned areas follows; 2 

1ft. The revolutionary fpirit 
which has manifefted itfelfin the 
inhabitants of the Venetian terri- 
tory, threatens the neighbouring 
countries, and compels the Empe- 

Y¥3 ror 
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ror to fecure himfelf from the un- 
happy confequences which may be 
the refult. 

2d. The ancient rights of his. Im- 
perial Majefty, and his anceftors, to 
Venetian Iftria, which formerly 
made part of Hungary. And as 
jeveral of the Venetian provinces 
have detached themfelves from the 
fovereignty of Venice, his Majefty 
conceived this to be the time to 
affert his ancient rights. 

This declaration has been accom- 
panied by a general pardon, as well 
for the Auftrian fubje&ts who had 
fled into Iftria to avoid taking up 
arms, as for the Venetian fubjects 
who had left their country. 


Definitive Treaty of Peace, concluded be- 
tween the French Republic and- the 
Emperor, King of Hungary and Bo- 


hemza. 


H! S Majefty the Emperor of 
the Romans, King of Hunga- 
ry and Bohemia,, and the French 
Republic, being defirous to confo- 
lidate the peace, the bafis of which 
has been laid down by the prelimi- 
naries figned at the Chateau of Eck- 
enwald, near Leoben, in Styria, on 
the 18th of April, 1797, (29th 
Germinal, 5th year of the French 
Republic, one and indivfible) have 
named for their Plenipotentiaries 
the following perfons: his Majefty 
the Emperor and -King, the ‘Sieur 
D. Martius Maftrilly, noble Nea- 
politan Patrician ») Marquis of Gal- 
lo, Knight of the royal Order of St. 
Januarius, Gentleman of the Cham- 
ber to his Majefty the King of the 
Two. Sicilies, and his Ambaflador 
Extraordinary at the court of Vi- 
enna; the Sieur Louis, Cobentzel, 
Count of the holy Roman Empire, 
1 


Grand Crofs of the royal Order of 
St. Stephen, Chamberlain and ac- 
tual Privy Counfellor of State to 
his faid Imperial, Royal, and Apof- 
tolic Majefty, and his Ambaffador 
Extraordinary to his Imperial Ma- 
jefty of all the Ruffias; the Sieur 
Maximilian, Count of Merveldt, 
Knight of the Teutonic and Mili- 
tary order of Maria Therefa, Cham- 
berlain and Major-General of Ca- 
valry in the armies of his faid Ma- 
jefty the Emperor and King; and 
the Sieur Ignatius, Baron Degel- 
mann, Minifter Plenipotentiary of 
his faid Majefty to the Helvetic 
Republic; and the French Repub- 
lic has named Buonaparte, General 
in Chief of the French army in Ita- 
ly; which perfons, after the ex- 
change of their refpective powers, 
have refolved upon the following 
articles :— 

Art. I. There fhall be in future, 
and for ever, a folid and inviolable 
peace between his Majefty the Em- 
peror of the Romans, King of Hun- 
gary and Bohemia, his heirs and 
fucceffors, and the French Repub- 
lic. The contraéting parties fhall 
give the greateft attention to the 
maintenance of a perfeét intelli- 
gence between themfelves and their 
ftates, without permitting, for the 
future, any fort of hoftilities on ei- 
ther fide, for whatever caufe, or un- 
der whatfoever pretext, and fhall 
carefully avoid whatever may here- 
after affect the union thus. happily 
eftablifhed. No affiftance fhall be 
given, cither directly or indireétly, 
to thofe who would attempt any 
thing to the prejudice of one or 
other of the contracting parties. 

II. Soon after the exchange of 
the ratificatigns of the prefent trea- 
ty, the contracting parties fhall re- 
move all fequeitrations impofed up- 

on 
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on the effects, rights, and revenues 
ef individuals refiding in their re- 


_{peétive territories, and the coun- 


tries reunited to them, as well as up- 
on ithe public eftablifhments; they 
fhall be bound to pay all debts for 
funds fupplied te them by the faid 
individuals or public eftablifhments, 
and to repay all rents fettled for 
their profit. 

The prefent article is declared 
common to the Cifalpine Republic. 

III. His: Majefty the Emperor, 
King of Hungary and Bohemia, re- 
nounces for himfelf and his fuccef- 
fors, in favour of the French Re- 
public, ail his rights and titles to the 
¢i-devanit Belgic provinces, known 
by the name of the Auftrian Pays 
Bas. The French Republic fhall 
poffefs thefe countries in perpetuity, 
in entire fovereignty and property, 
and with all the territorial effects 
which belong to them. 

IV. All the debts for which the 
foil of the faid countries fhall have 
been mortgaged before the war, 
and the contracts for which {hall 
fubfift in the cuftomary forms, fhall 
be adopted by the French Repub- 
lic. The Plenipotentiaries of his 
Majefty the Emperor fhall give an 
account of them as foon as poffible, 
and before the exchange of the ra- 
tifications, in order that, previous 
to the exchange, the Plenipotentia- 
ries of the two powers may agree 
upon the additional articles expla- 
natory of the prefent, and may fign 
them. 

V. His Majefty the Emperor and 
King confents that the French Re- 
public fhall poffefs, in entire fove- 
reignty, the ¢i-devant Venetian Ifles 
in the Levant, called Corfou, Zante, 
Cephalonia, St. Maure, Cerigo, and 
the other ifles depending upon them, 
as well as Batrinto, Larta, Vonizza, 
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and in general all the ¢i-devant Ve- 
netian eftablifhments in Albany» 
which are fituated lower than the 
Gulph of Lodrino. 

VI. The French Republic con- 
fents that his Majefty the Emperor 
and King fhall poffeis, in entire fo- 
vereigniy and property, the coun- 
tries hereafter mentioned; Iftria, 
Dalmatia, the ¢i-devant Venetian 
ifles in the Adriatic, the mouths of 
Cattaro, the city of Venice, the 
channels and the countries coms 
prifed between the hereditary ftates 
of his Majefty the Emperor and 
King, the Adriatic Sea, and a line 
which, iffuing from the Tyrol, thall 
follow the torrent in front of Gar- 
dola, and traverfe the lake of Garda, 
as far as Lacife, whence a military 
line, offering equal advantages to 
both parties, fhall be marked out by 
officers of enginéers, named on both 
fides, before the exchange of the ra- 
tification of the prefent treaty. The 
line of limitation fhall afterwards pafs 
the Adige at Langiacomo, and fol. 
low the left bank of that river to the 
mouth of the Canal-Blanc, com- 
prifing that part of Porto-Legnago 
which is on the left bank of the 
Adige, with a circular diftri& of 
three thoufand toifes diameter. The 
line fhall proceed by the left bank 
of the Canal-Blanc, by the left bank 
of the Tartaro, by the left bank of 
the canal called Polifella, as far as 
its entrance into the Po, and by the 
left bank of the Great Po, as far as 
the fea. 

VII. His Majefty the Emperor 
and King renounces for ever, with 
re{peét to himfelf and his fucceffors, 
all the rights, and titles arifing out 
of thefe rights, which his faid Ma- 
jefty mightsaffert over the countries 
poflefled by him before the war, 
that now make part of the Cifalpine 

Republic, 
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Republic, which Republic fhall pof- 
feis them in entire fovereignty, 
with all the territorial effeéts be- 
longing to them. 

VII. His Majefty the Emperor 
and King acknowledges the Cifal- 
pine Republic as an independent 
power. This Republic compre- 
hends the ¢i-devaut Auftrian Lom- 
bardy, the Bergamafque, the Bref- 
fan, the Cremafque, the city and 
fortrefs of Mantua, Pefchiera, that 
part of the ¢i-devazt Venetian ftates 
which is to the weft and fouth of 
the line pointed out in Article VI, 
for the frontier of the ftates of his 
Majefty the Emperor in Italy ; the 
Modenois, the principality of Maf- 
fa and Carara, and the three lega- 
tions of Bologna, Ferrara, and Ro- 
magna, 

IX. In all the countries ceded, 
acquired, or exchanged by the pre- 
fent treaty, there fhall. be granted 
to all the inhabitants and proprie- 
tors of every fort a removal of the 
{equeftrations laid upon their pro- 
perty, effects, and revenues, on ac- 
count of the war between his Im- 
perial and Royal Majefty and the 
French Republic, and they fhall not 
be difturbed, with refpeét to it, in 
their efivats or perfons. Thofe who 
may with to quit, for the future, the 
faid countries, fhall be obliged to 
make a declaration to that effec 
three months after the publication 
of the faid treaty. They fhall then 
have the term of three years to fell 
their effects, moveable or immove- 

‘able, or to difpofe of them at their 
pleafure. 

X. Debts for which the foil of 
the countries ceded, acquired, or 
exchanged by this treaty fhall be 
mortgaged, are the debts of thofe to 
whom the countries remain. 

~X{. The navigation of thofe parts 
of the rivers and canals which ferve 


as limits between the territories of 
his Majefty and thofe of the Cifal- 
pine Republic fhall be free, fo that 
neither party can eftablifh any toll, 
or maintain any veffel armed for 
war; but this article does not ex- 
clude the precautions neceflary to 
the fafety of the fortrefs of Porto- 
Legnago. 

XII. All fales and alienations 
made, and all engagements con- 
tracted, either by the cities or by 
the government, or by the civil and 
adminiftrative authorities, of the 
gi-devant Venetian countries, for 
the maintenance of the German 
and French armies, up to the date 
of the figning of the prefent trea- 
ty, fhall be confirmed and regard- 
ed as valid. 

XJIE. The titles and archives of 
the different countries ceded or ex- 
changed by the prefent treaty, fhall 
be delivered within three months 
from the exchange of the ratifica- 
tions, to the powers which have 
acquired the property of them. 
The plans and charts of the for-’ 
treffes, cities, and countries, which 
the contracting parties acquire by 
the prefent treaty, fhall be alfo 
faithfully delivered to them. The 
military papers and regifters taken 
in the prefent war, fhall be deliver- 
ed to the Etat-Majors of the refpect- 
ive armies. 

XIV. The two contracting par- 
ties, equally animated with the de- 
fire of removing whatfoever might 
injure the good intelligence happily 
eflablifhed between them, engage 
themfelves, in the moft folemn 
manner, to contribute every thing 
in their power to maintain the in- 
terior tranquillity of their refpect- 
ive ftates. 

XV. A treaty of commerce fhall 
be fpeedily concluded upon an 
equitable bafis, and fuch as fhall af- 

fure 
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fure to his Majefty and the French 
- Republic, advantages equal to thofe 
enjoyed in their ref{peétive ftates by 
the moft favoured nations. In the 
mean time all the communications 
and commercial relations fhall be 
re-eftablifhed upon the footing on 
which they were before the war. 

XVI. No inhabitant of the coun- 
tries occupied by the Auftrian or 

_ French armies can be profecuted, 
either in his perfon or his property, 
for his opinions, or his civil, mili- 
tary, or commercial actions, during 
the war between the two powers. 

XVII. His Majefty the Emperor 
and King cannot, confiftently with 
the principles of neutrality, receive 
in any of his ports, during the pre- 
fent war, more than fix veffels of 
war belonging to either of the bel- 
ligerent powers. 

XVIII. His Majefty the Emperor 
and King obliges himfelf to cede to 
the Duke of Modena, as an indem- 
nity for the countries hitherto be- 
longing to that prince and his heirs 
‘in Italy, the Boteast which he fhall 
poffefs under the fame conditions 
as thofe in virtue of which he pof- 
fefled the Modenois. 

XIX. The landed and perfonal 
property of their Royal Highneffes 
the Archduke Charles and the Arch- 
duchefs Chriftina, not previoufly 
alienated, and which are fituate in 
the territory ceded to the Republic, 
fhall be reftored to them, on the 
condition that they fhall be fold 
within three years. 

The fame terms fhall be obferved 
with refpect to the landed and per- 
fonal property of his Royal: High- 
nefs the Archduke Ferdinand, in 
the territory of the Cifalpine Re- 
public. 

XX. A Congrefs fhall be held at 
Raftadt, compofed folely of the Ple- 
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nipotentiaries of the Germanic Em- 
pire, and of the French Republic, 
to conclude a pacification between 
thofe powers. This congrefs fhall 
be opened within one month after 
the conclufion of the prefent treaty, 
or fooner if poffible. 

XXI. All the prifoners of war 
made on cither fide, and the hof- 
tages taken or given during the 
war, and which have not yet been 
reftored, fhall be given up within 
forty days from the fignature of the 
prefent treaty. 

XXII. The contributions, delive- 
ries, furnifhments, and feizures of 
every hottile defcription, which 
have taken place in the refpective 
ftates of the contracting powers, 
fhall ceafe from the day the ratifi- 
cations of the prefent treaty fhall 
be exchanged. 

XXIII. His Majefty the Emperor, 
King of Hungary and Bohemia, and 
the French Republic, fhall preferve 
between them the fame ceremonial, 
as torank and other etiquettes, as was 
conftantly obferved before the war. 
His aforefaid Majefty and the Cifal- 
pine Republic, fhall obferve the 
fame ceremonial as prevailed be- 
tween his Majetty aforefaid and the 
Republic of Venice. 

XXIV. The prefent treaty of 
peace is declared to be in common 
with, and to be extended to the Ba- 
tavian Republic. 

XXV. The prefent treaty fhall. 
be ratified by his Majefty the Em- 
peror and the French Republic, 
within the {pace of thirty days from 
the prefent day, or fooner, if poffi- 
ble, and the acts of ratification, in 
due form, fhall be exchanged at 
Raftadt. 

Concluded and figned at Campo 
Formia, near Udina, on the 
17th of Oétober, 1797, (the 

: 26th 
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26th Vendemiaire) in the 
fixth year of the French Re- 
- public, one and indivifible. 


(Signed) Buonaparre,the Mar~ 
quis D1 Gato, Louis 
Compte CoBeEenzEL, 
the Compt De Mer- 
veLpT, General Major; 
and the Barcn De De- 
GELMANN. 


The Executive Directory decrees 
and figns the prefent treaty of peace 
made with his Majefty the Emperor, 
King of Hungary and Bohernia, ne- 
gotiated in the name of the French 
Republic by the Citizen Buonaparte, 
Commander in Chief of the army 
of Italy, provided with powers by 
the Executive Directory, and charg- 
ed with their inftruétions for this 
purpofe. 


Refeript addreffed to his Excellency 

M. de Fahenborg, Direétorial Mini- 

ter of Auftria at Ratifbon, on the Part 

. of his Mayefty the Emperor and King, 
dated Feb. '7, 1797. 


IS Majefty the Emperor and 
King, in beholding the prodi- 
gious efforts of an enemy who, ac- 
cording to bis irreligious and artful 
fyftem, permits himfelf all poffible 
means to enfure fuccefs, and con- 
fidering the hazards attending the 
fate of arms, has always endeavour- 
ed to make the ftates underftand 
how impoffible it would be for him, 
without the moft efficacious affift- 
ance of the whole empire, to refift 
alone. the, danger which threatens 
‘the conftitution of the Germanic 
body with its ruin, and the indivi- 
dual members of the empire with 
the-entire lofs of their pofleffions. 
. The exiftence of this impending 
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danger had plainly enough mani- 
fefted itfelf, when one of the moft 
powerful ftates of the empire aban- 
doned the common caufe, to con- 
clude with the enemy a peace which, 
as it is conjectured, contains fecret 
conventions that cannot but be far 
from favourable to the integrity of 
the Germanic empire. 

Thefe apprehenfions and alarms 
gained an additional weight when 
feveral Proteftant princes and ftates 
of the empire, following the afore- 
faid example, and, in the midft of 
a war deliberated by one common 
accord, did not hefitate to ceafe co- 
operating in the defence of the Ger- 
manic empire, their country, by 
acknowledging and admitting the 
line of demareation and neutrality. 
The danger becoming greater every 
day, his Majefty feveral times ap- 
prifed the ftates of the empire of it, 
and above all the ecclefiaftical ftates : 
he ftrove to perfuade them, that 
their farther exiftence was threaten- 
ed; that there were forging fecret- 
ly plans of fecularization; and that, 
according to appearances, it was in- 
tended not to affign any fort of in- 
demnity to the ecclefiaftical ftates, 
and to force the Germanic empire, 
divided and incapable of defending 
itfelf, to accept this facrifice as the 
principal bafis of the conditions of 
peace, with the concurrence of the 
French forces, united with the Pro- 
teftant power dependent on Pruffia. 

Notwithftanding the accuracy of 
thefe reprefentations on the part 
of his Majefty, they did not how- 
ever wifh to own and be convinced 
of them till now; and bya miftaken 
ceconomy they would not recur to 
the only means of falvation propof- 
ed by his Majefty, which were to 
oppofe the enemy with all the pofii- 
ble forces of the flate. At prefent, 

fince 
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-fince the projects which the enemies 
themfelves have manifefted, have 
tranfpired by the negotiations of 
peace entered upon at Paris and 
rendered public, no perfon will 
doubt the apprehenfions of his Ma- 
jetty’ having been. perfectly well- 
founded, that the fecularization of 
the different ecclefiaftical ftates of 
the empire ftill continues to make 
part of the enemy’s deftructive plan ; 
and that, in confequence, the ad- 
monitions of his Majefty, and his 
proclamation, particularly to the 
ecclefiaftical ftates, to unite them- 
felves as clofely as poffible with him, 
were well worthy of their taking the 
trouble to refleé&t upon them in time. 

The ecclefiaftical ftates cannot 
have failed to obferve, after an at- 
tentive examination of the nego- 
tiations for peace opened at Paris, 
that his Majefty would not acqui- 
efce in the plans prejudicial to the 
empire ; that he has each time con- 
ftantly rejected them, and that he 
has manifefted that he would not 
accept of indemnities at the ex- 
pence of the faithful and patriotic 
ftates of the empire; that, on the 
contrary, he was refolved rather to 
hazard all, and to make his laft ef- 
forts, than be forced to it. 

His Majefty expects that, in the 
face of the imminent and prefiing 
danger which menaces the ecclefi- 
aftical ftates, the electorates, the 
principalities, and the other ftates 
of the empire, they will have no- 
thing more at heart than to delibe- 
rate among themfelves upon the 
means of forming a clofe union 
with the auguft houfe of Auftria, 
and of giving {uccour to his Mayef- 
ty in every’ poffible manner, by uf- 
ing all the forces, all the means, 
which are in their power, and to 
ftrengthen his Majefty in the gene- 
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rous refolution of defending with 
vigour, both during the war and at 
the conclufion of peace, the rights 
and the caufe of the ecclefiaftical 
ftates and the country. 

In this confident expectation, the 
Dire&orial Archducal embafly .of 
Auftria fhall pofitively demand, that 
the contingents of all the ftates of the 
empire which expe¢t any farther af- 
fiftance from the imperial and royal 
court, be furnifhed as f{peedily as 


‘poffible, complete, according to the 


quintuple proportion, and _provid- 
ed with all the military ftores, as 
likewife the difcharge of the arrears 
ftid due in Roman months, &c. in 
order that, at the opening of the 
enfuing campaign, where it will be 
required to aé with all poffible vi- 
gour, we may afcertain in due fea- 
fon the effective amount of the 
troops that will be employed, as 
well as the other auxiliary means 
for the vigorous profecution of the 
war. 


Imperial Refeript to the Diet of Ratifeon, 
refpecting the furnfhing of the Quin~ 
tuple Contingents. 


HIS Majefty, the Emperor and 
King, has not ceafed to endea- 
vour to convince the ftates of the 
empire during the prefent war, 
that the vigorous fupport of the u- 
nited empire is required to -avert 
the danger which threatens the 
Germanic conftitution with total 
fubverfion. This danger became 
the more manifeft, fince feveral 
princes of the empire entered into 
feparate “negotiations with the 
French vepublic, and by fo doing 
exempted themfelves from all fur- 
ther active co-operation for the de- 
fence of Germany. The appre- 
henfions which his Imperial Majef- 


ty 


348 ANNUAL RE 


ty has fo frequently expreffed, that, 
to all appearances, there would be 
propofed plans for fecularizing fe- 
veral ecclefiaftical ftates of the em- 
pire as fundamental terms of peace, 
have been confirmed by the nego- 
tiations lately entered into at Pa- 
ris; and the ecclefiaftical ftates of 
the empire cannot but have remark- 
ed his Majefty’s total averfion to 
confent to a plan fo deftructive 
to the empire, and to an indemnity 
at the expence of his patriotic co- 
eftates; and thathis Imperial Majefty 
would rather venture every extreme 
than fuffer fuch conditions to be 
forced upon him. 

His Majefty, therefore, expects, 
on the other hand, that as the dan- 
ger becomes hourly more imminent, 
the ftates of the empire will moft 
{peedily unite, and by exerting 
their uimoft efforts, procure all pof- 
fible aid and fupport, in order io 
fecond his Imperial Majefty in the 
generous refolution of defending, 
in the moft efficient manner, the 
caufe of the ecclefiaftic {tates of the 
empire, both in war and at the con- 
clufion of peace. To attain, how- 
ever, this falutary end, the fur- 
nifhing of the quintuple contingent 
is an object of immediate neceility. 

Baron Von Tuucor. 

Vienna, Feb. 6, 1797. 


Declaration of the Prince Bifhop of 
Wurtzburgh, in Anfwer to the Linfe- 
rial Referift. 


HIS Serene Highnefs the Prince 
Bithop of Wurtzburgh entered in- 
to the prefent war on the principle 
of exerting all his powers.to fatisfy 
in the moft fcrupulous manner the 
conclufa of the empire refpecting 
the furnifhing of the contingenis 
and of the Roman months. His 
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Serene Highnefs has long been con- 
vinced, that, had the French go- 
vernment fucceeded, agreeable to 
the tenor and the views of the trea- 
ty of Bafil, to force the Imperial 
court on the banks of the Danube 
to make peace, the confequence 
would have been the overthrow of 
the Germanic conftitution, which 
muft have been fubfcribed to in 
that cafe; the ecclefiaftical elective 
{tates would alfo have fallen, and 
by their fall that of other ftates 
would have been prepared. 

His Serene Highnefs has never 
fanfioned any  unconftitutional 
meafure with his confent; he has 
fupported at all times the common 
caufe with all his power, and will 
alfo ftrive in future to prove his 
unchangeable attachment to the 
Houfe of Auftria. No arrears for 
Roman months are therefore due 
from his Highnefs, And in order 
to complete his quintuple contin- 
gent, a confiderable levy of re- 
cruits has already been ordered, 
and will take the field, provided 
with all neceffaries, at the begin- 
ning of this campaign. . His High- 
nefs has fupplied the Imperial ar- 
my with fruits, to the amount of 
648,205 florins: with wood, worth 
31,131 florins; waggons, at the 
rate of 20,753; which, including 
fome other articles of expenditure, 
will occafion alofs of 300,000 flo- 
rins forthe diocefe of Wurtzburg 
alone. 


In other refpeéts, his Highnefs 


‘the Prince Bifhop is convinced, 


that there actually exifts in Germa+ 
ny 2 powerful confederation of the 
proieftant princes, who have re- 
folved beforehand, to do nothing 
more to ferve the common caufe ; 
but his Highnefs has no doubt that, 
on the other hand, ali the Catholic, 

efpecially 
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efpecially the ecclefiaftical elective 
princes, unanimoufly agree in the 
main point of doing every thing 
for the common ams and are al- 
ready united with the Imperial 
court; his Highnefs, at leaft, owns 
fuch a connexion for his own part, 
and is prepared to fuffer all the vi- 
ciffitudes which this covenant may 
hereafter produce, and which can- 
not but turn out to be confolatory 
and remunerating to the fortitude 
and the pure policy of the Imperial 
court. His Highnefs, with the reft 
of. his ecclefiaftical co-ftates, is rea- 
‘dy to enter into a more explicit and 
confidential engagement with his 
Imperial Majefty upon that fubject, 
which he expects with gratitude. 
Weurtzburgh, Feb. 15, 1797. 


Note delivered by M. de Weckafovich, 
Chargé a’ Affaires of Ruffia to the 
EleGoral Circle, and that of the Up- 
fer Rhine. 


ALTHOUGH, in the actual 
¢eircumftances, the Emperor, my 
auguft mafter, thinks it not necef- 
fary to put the refolution of the late 
Emprefs, his auguft mother, into 
execution,—his Imperial Majefty 
will neverthelefs not remain lefs 
faithful and inviolably attached to 
the alliances and obligations enter- 
ed into in refpeét to the prefenit 
war; and his Majefty is firmly re- 
folved to fupport them in all their 
integrity. 

The confiderations, the intereft, 
and folicitude which the Emperor 
will not ceafe to take for the well- 
being of the German empire, can 
but determine his Majefty to exhort 

_the ftates and members compofing 
that body, to act in common con- 
cert with his Majefty the Roman 
Emperor, and to fulfil, towards their 

2 
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fupreme head, thofe duties which 

the conftitution has prefcribed, and 

on which the falvation and trans 

quillity of the empire depends. 
Jen. Vl, VI9T. 


Letter of Convocation addreffed to the 
Plenipotentiary Envoys of the Affaciates 
States of Northern Germany, by Von 
Dohin, the Prujfian Minifier. 


THE. underfigned is charged, by 
the exprefs command of the King 
of Pruffia, his moft gracious Sove- 
reign, to make the following over- . 
tures to all their Excellencies the 
Plenipotentiaries of the Affociated 
States of Northern Germany, dele- 
gated to affemble in convention at- 
Hilderfheim. The general concerns 
of Germany, with regard to the 
continuance of the war, ftill remain 
in a moft undecided condition, and 
the confolitary hope of a general 
peace, fo devoutly to be withed, re- 
mains as yet uncertain and remote 
to the laft degree, fince the nego- 
tiations entered upon for that pur- 
pofe may, alas! produce a farther 
and more obitinate war, rather 
than bring about its final conclufion. 
In this perplexing fituation, it cer- 
tainly is a happinefs which Nor- 
thern Germany cannot fufiiciently 
praife, to fee itfelf entirely freed, 
not only from the miferies of this 
ravaging war, but alfo from all the 
inconveniences. connected with it, 
fuch as the requifitions of the belli- 
gerent powers, the paflage and 
marches of troops, and many other 
fimilar burdens. It needs but a 
flight comparative glance at the 
mott piteous ftate of the countries . 
of Southern Germany, formerly 
flourifhing, and now ruined for a 
long time to come, in order to feel, , 
in its whole extent, the happinefs 

of 
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of the northern parts, which have, 
for the two laft campaigns, enjoyed 
the moft perfect tranquillity. 

The King is fully convinced, that 
it can be unknown to none of his 
co-ftates, who participate in this 
bleffing, that it is the mere refult 
of the indefatigable exertions of 
his Majefty, by which he has laid 
a iafe foundation for the neutrality 
of Northern Germany, and moft 
effectively protected it by a corps 
of his own troops, and of thofe of 
the two allied courts. His Ma- 
jefty has further confolidated this 
neutrality, by the formal acceffion 
of his Serene Highnefs the Elector 
of Saxony, in virtue of a fupple- 
mentary article added to the con- 
vention of the 5th of Auguft, 1796, 
by which a line of demarcation, ex- 
tending from the utmoft coafts of 
the North Sea to the Lower Rhine, 
and from thence to Silefia, encom- 

-paffed the whole north of Germa- 

ny. The two affociations in this 
vaft extent of territory muft re- 
main feparate, with refpeét to the 
\ maintenance of the troops drawn 
out to cover their neutrality, which 
is:done in Upper Saxony by a corps 
belonging to the Ele¢tor himfelf; 
but with regard to their conmon 
defign, they join hands, and by this 
enlargement, effected by his Majefty, 
the neutrality of Northern Germany 
receives a new and manifeft im- 
portance. 

The King is likewife firmly re- 
félved to fecure farther, and until 
the conclufion of the war, the full 
enjoyment of the neutrality to all 
the affociated ftates, to protect them 
and their territories againft every 
power, and to defend them in par- 
ticular, at all:times, and in the moft 
effectual and powerful manner, a- 
gainft the incurfions of the troops 
of the belligerent powers, againft 


each and every demand of military: 


requifitions, of whatever fort,’ and 
the levying of thofe requifitions 


which might be attempted by exe-" 


cution, and againft all fimilar bur- 
dens of war; likewife to fereen 


them by his moft forcible interpo-' 


fition, during the period of this 
neutrality, from all the fubfequent 
demands of fupplies for the war of 
the empire. 338 


The underfigned is exprefily in-” 


ftructed to give once more thefe 
definite and explicit affurances: It 
affords infinite pleafure to‘his* Ma+ 
jefty to have thus fecured the inva- 


luable benefits of the neutrality fo ' 
all his co-ftates, conneéted with’ 


his dominions by their topographi- 
cal locality; in the fame manner as 
it has been done to-his own territo- 


ries, and to have thus given them. 


fo itrong a proof of his friendly 
fentiments. 
conicioufnefs of having hitherto 
accomplifhed this happy end, his 
Majefty requires no other proof of 
gratitude on the part of his co- 


ftates, than-that they fhould con-. 


tinue, as heretofore, to co-operate 
in the maintenance of the troops. 
The King flatters himfelf the more 
to find the moft perfect readinefs on 
their part, fince the burden which 
will arife from this meafure to the 
countries thus protected, does not 
bear the moft diftant comparifon 
with the manifold evils, and the 
probable and entire ruin averted 
from them, efpecially fince the two 
courts allied with his Majefty, and 
furnifhing troops in a like manner, 
make the major part of the facrifi- 
ces required for that end. This 
latter circumftance muft ftrike all 
the affociated ftates With the moft 
perfec conviction that the continu- 
ance of thofe meafures will not be 
prolonged a fingle moment hac ei 
; the 


Befides the gratifying. 


ee 
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the pericd of their indifpenfable 
neceffity. But the underfigned has 
his Majefty’s dire&t commands to 
declare, in the moft pofitive man- 
ner, that his Majefty deems the 
continuance of thofe meafures ab- 
_ folutely neceflary for the prefent, 
as he will only find himfelf enabled 
by the corps of troops which is 
drawn out, covering the line of 
demarcation, maintaining farther, 
in the moft efficacious manner, the 
neutrality of the countries fituate 
within their precinéts, to fulfil the 
promifes previoufly given. Yet in 
this he will not commit himfelf 
refpeéting thofe very poflible e- 
vents which accompany the viciffi- 
tudes of the fortune of war. But 
whereas the King is under the ne- 


ceflity of fetting boundaries to the — 


great facrifices he has already made; 
and whereas the concurrence far- 
ther demanded of the protected 
countries for the maintenance of 
the troops who defend them, is fo 
extremely juft and equitable, the 
underfigned has alfo exprefs orders 
herewith to declare, that in the un- 
expected cafe of the majority of the 
ftates not difplaying the neceffary 
zeal and alacrity, his Majefty will 
forthwith withdraw his troops, re- 
nounce entirely all the obligations 
which he has voluntarily taken up- 
on him from motives of patriotifm ; 
fupprefs totally the convention 
made for that purpofe with the 
French Republic, and confine him- 
felf folely to the defence of his own 
dominions, abandoning all the reft 
to their own means and refources, 
and making known his intention to 
the belligerent powers, Should 
fuch a refolution once be taken, and 
the corps be withdrawn, no circum- 
ftance, of what complexion foever, 


fhall induce his Majefty to recur a- 
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gain to the adoption of fimilar mea- 
fures; and the underfigned is o- 
bliged to announce before-hand, 
that his Majefty will at no rate inte- 
reft himfelf again in the fate of 
thofe of his co-ftates who fhall not 
now accept of the friendly proffer 
of protection, made with fo much 
friendfhip, and fo many perfonal 
facrifices. 

The coldnefs which has for fome 
time paft been manifefted from va- 
rious quarters, refpecting the main- 
tenance of the troops, has induced 
his Majefty to authorife the under- 
figned to make this frank and ex- 
plicit declaration, and to give the 
well-meant warning not to {uffer 
themfelves to be deceived by the 
hope of a fpeedy peace, but rather 
to rely upon the fufficiently public- 
{pirited and patriotic fentiments of 
the King, and his Majefty’s know- 
ledge of the general fituation of 
public affairs, and to entertain the 
firm confidence that his Majefty 
would certainly, and with great 
pleafure to his co-ftates, fave the 
burdens required by the mainte- 
nance of the troops, if there was 
the leaft poffibility of fecuring to 
their territories the benefits of the 
neutrality, and ail the advantages — 
which have hitherto accrued from 
it, without fuch a meafure. 

That, however, the faving of 
the burdens occafioned by the main- 
tenance of the troops, according to 
the general fituation of affairs, be- 
ing impoffible, and his Majefty 
deeming it abfolutely neceflary to 
preferve the corps of obfervation 
till the conclufion of a peace, if the 
tranquillity and neutrality of Nor- 
thern Germany are to be maintain- 
ed, his Majefty doubts not but all 
his. affociated co-ftates will fhew 
their readinefs for that purpofe, % 

the 
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the, maintenance of the troops, 
difplay proper zeal in a meafure fo 
clofely conneéted with felf-prefer- 
vation, and render praéticable the 
farther execution of the beneficent 
defigns of his Majefty. 

With this confidence, the under- 
figned, by fupreme command, has 
the honour to make known to you, 
&c. &c. 

{Here follow two articles, {peci- 
fying the fupplies to be granted, 
for three months longer, in flour, 
oats, hay, and ftraw, for the Pruf- 
fian, Hanoverian, and Brunfwick 
troops, at two different periods, 
viz. the 15th inftant, and the [ft of 
April. In order to fecure the fub. 
fiitence of the troops in future, 
the ftates of Northern Germany 
are to meet in convention at Hi- 
delfheim on the 20th inftant, or to 
fend Plenipotentiaries to regulate 
the quotas of fupplies, in neceffa- 
ries or in money, for as long as the 
war may laft.] 

As thofe deliberations (in con- 
vention at Hidelfheim) will pre- 
clude all fubjects not effentially and 
direéily relating to the maintenance 
of the troops, the underfigned will 
lofe no time to terminate them 
with the utmoft fpeed, and not to 
detain the Plenipotentiaries a mo- 
ment longer than fhall be neceflary 
from following their other affairs. 
The flattering confidence with 
which the underfigned has hitherto 
been honoured in the late negoti- 
ations, makes him equally confident 
that his zeal and aétivity will be 
entirely depended upon in that bufi- 
nefs. He has only moft urgently 
to requeft that, for the fake of dif- 
patch, the fiates may furnifh their 
Pienipotentiaries with full inftruc- 
tions for the purpofe, which has 
been thus plainly notified, in order 
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not to wafte time in fending for 


new ones, but that the neceflary re- 
folutions may be taken, not only 
for the farther fubbftantial regulation 
of the maintenance, but for the 
obligatory affent to the fame to the 
end of the war. 

The underfigned has it likewife 
in command to requeft, that their 
Excellencies the Plenipotentiaries 
may arrange matters in fuch a man- 
ner asnot to quit the convention 
till the ftate of affairs fhall permit 
its fufpenfion or conclufion, fince 
the gradual departure of many Ple- 
nipotentiaries has formerly occa- 
fioned a precipitate fufpenfion of 
the firft convention, which has 
been highly prejudicial to the dif- 
patching of bufinefs. His Majefty 
will alfo confider the fulfilment of 
this with, and the infallible meeting 
of the convention, according as it 
is expected to meet, asa gralifying 
proof that his ferene co-ftates with 
to do juftice to his efforts and fa- 
crifices. ; 

And the underfigned alfo looks 
forward for the defired anfwer ref- 
pecting the fourth fending of fup- 
plies, before the expiration of the 
prefent month; and hopes to have 
the honour and pleafure to fee again 
their Excellencies the Plenipoten- 
tiaries at the fecond opening of the 
convention, on February 20. 

(Signed) Doum. 

Halberftadt, Jan. 4, 1797. 


Cleves, 14 Nixofe (Jan. 3). 
The Adminiftrators of the Cantons of 


Cleves and Xanten to the Inhabitants 


of the faid Cantons. 
Citizens, 


Sica director-general of the 


conquered countries. between 
the 
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the Meufe and the Rhine, having 
the entire adminiitration of thofe 
countries, could not fee without 
‘the greateft furprife the order of the 
RoyalChamber of Warand Domains 
of Wefel, and of the regency of 
Emmerick, dated the 29th of De- 
cember (O. S.), which forbids the 
cutting down of wood fold, under 
the penalty of reftitution and re- 
prifal. 

We fhould be effentially wanting 
in the difcharge-of our duties and 
obedience, if we fuifered other 
autherities to interfere in the ad- 
miniftrative affairs of our cantons, 
without having previoufly received 
a formal order from our fuperiors. 

You have feen feveral times or- 
dinances emanating from thofe au- 
thorities; you have feen alfo that 
the French government has not, on 
that account, difcontinued the di- 
rection of Pruflian as well as of 
other countries. Do not doubt 
that they will ftill continue it; you 
will, perhaps, be convinced of it 
when you fhall pay attention to the 
manner in which the ordinances 
have been communicated. We ap- 
peal to the members of thofe cham- 
bers, if a foreign authority were 
to intimate orders to them, would 
not they fay, with reafon, “We 
have a fovereign; it is only to him 
that we owe obedience ;’”’ and would 
not they continue their functions 
without paying any attention to 
the order? We are therefore, de- 
termined, citizens, to maintain 
with firmnefs all the operations 
undertaken, or to be undertaken, 
in the name of the government 
which we reprefent, and to punifh 
exemplarily all thofe who fhall fhew 
any difobedience in any manner 
whatever. But you have already 
given us fufficient. marks of your 
gbedience to make us believe that 
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we fhall not be forced to have re- 
courfe to fuch extremities. 


(Signed) WassEInEt. Serpa 


Declaration publifhed by the Pruffian 
Government at IV efel. 

THE Royal Chamber of War 
and Domains has learned, with, 
furprife, from feveral quarters on 
the other fide of the Rhine, that 
the French agents infift not only 
upon the payment of the firft in- 
ftalment of the contribution of 
3,000,000, but that a fixed number 
ef men are alfo to be put in requi- 
fition, to cut down the wood def- 
iined to be fold. And whereas an 
edict, publified by the King’s fue 
preme command, in that part of 
the country, declares fuch a pro- 
ceeding unlawful, and.contrary to 
the treaty of peace concluded at 
Bafle; the Magiftrates of Xanten 
can by no means be farther author 
ifed to make payments of a fimilar 
defcription, and to do aétions di- 
rectly in oppofition to his Majefty’s 
Royalintention. There is no doubt 
but the French agents, upon a mae. 
turer inveftigation of the matter, 
will be of the fame opinion; and. 
the magiitrates of Xanten need to 
be the lefs afraid of compulfion by 
military execution, which would 
render the French agent refponfi- 
ble, fince we are informed that the 
orders of the Directory at Paris, 
purporting that the Royal Pruffian, 
provinces fhall be exempted) from 
all farther requifitions and contri- 
butions, are already arrived at Aix 
la Chapelle. 

(Signed) SermBuRGER, 
Von Bernotn, 
WuLFING. 

Done at. Wefel, in the Royal 
Chamber of War and Do+ 
mains, January Gth, 1797. 

Piwvifary 
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Provifory Regulations for the Prufian 
Provinces fituate on the left Bank of 
the Rhine. 


Art. I. ON the 1f Germinal, 
of the fifth year of the Republic 
(March 21, 1797) all the French 
adminiftrations, under what deno- 
mination foever they may have 
been organized, fhall entirely ceafe 
their functions. In order to re- 
place them, and examine their ope- 
rations, there fhall be created an 
intermediate commiffion of five 
members, one of whom fhall be 
perpetual prefident. The commif- 
fion fhall refide at Bonn. 

II. The ancient conftitutions, 
ufages, cuftoms, laws, and contri- 
butions, fhall be re-eftablifhed at 
the above mentioned. period, for 
the Pruffian provinces on. the left 
bank of the Rhine. Their magif- 
tracies, chambers of juftice, and fi- 
nances, fhall refume, with full right, 
their functions. The clergy of all 
orders fhall remain in the entire 
poflefion’ of their property ; and 
no wood fhall, under any pretence, 
be felled, without a fpecial and ex- 
planatory order from the command- 
erin chief of the French army, 
called of the Sambre and Meufe; 
be it however obferved that, until 
farther orders, the authority of the 
Republic is the only one that ought 
to be acknowledged in the conquer- 
ed countries. 

III. The intermediate commif- 
fion fhall appoint a commiffioner 
with the Pruffian adminiftrations, 
whofe functions fhall be to watch 
over the execution of the orders 
given, either by the commander 
in chief or by the commiflion, to 
receive and tranfmit to the com- 
miffion the requefts, either of the 
adminiftrations or private individu- 


als; as likewife all the inftructions, 


he may happen to obtain, and to ~ 
give information to the government 
refpecting the conduct adopted by 
fome of its former agents in the 
conquered countries. 

IV. Immediately after the inftal- 
lation of the magiftracies, which 
fhall be certified by an authentic 
act (proces verbal) the chamber of 
finances of the Pruffian provinces 
{hall order the agents of the former 
adminiftrations to give a detailed 
account of their operations, which. 
it fhall examine and forward to the 
intermediate commiffion, with fuch 
remarks as it fhall think proper to- 
add thereto. 

V. The new magiftrates fhall 
correfpond with the intermediate 
commiffion on fuch matters as re- 
late to their adminiftration; they 
fhall addrefs to the ‘commiffion alk 
the juft requefts which they may 
deem proper to form, and give eve~ 
ry month a minute account of their 
conduct. 

VI. The produce of the taxes of 
the faid Pruffian ftates, of which the 
mode of collection fhall without de- 
lay be fixed, as well as the arrears 
due on the forced loan, fhall be 
thrown, without’any deduétion, in- 
to the cheft of the paymafter-ge- 
neral of the army, who will give 
proper receipts. 

VII. By virtue of the execution 
of the preceding article, no requi- 
fition in money or provifions fhall 
be made in the Prufiian provinces. 
Should, however, the events of the 
war, or other circumftances, render 
neceflary a fupply of provifions or 
cattle; or fhould the want of {pecie 
oblige the perfons paying corftribu- 
tions to acquit themfelves in arti- 
cles of daily confumption, the pro- 
vifions fhall be received at the prices 

hereafter 
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héreafter mentioned, and in defal- 
cation of the taxes, namely, a quin- 
tal of wheat, nine livres; a quintal 
of rye, barley, or fpelt, fix livres; 
a fack of oats, of fix Parifian buthels, 
fix livres; a quintal of hay, two 
livres five fous; a quintal of ftraw, 
one livre; a pound of meat, four fous 
fix deniers. 

VIII. The members of the ma- 
gifterial corporations, and the bai- 
liffs, who, for any caufe whatever, 
may have transferred their refidence 


to, or preférved the fame on the ~ 


right bank of the Rhine, are au- 
thorifed and invited to refume their 
charges. In cafe of the demife of 
any member of the chambers, tri- 
bunals, or bailiwicks, the interme- 
diate commiffion is authorifed to 
appoint to the vacant places, per- 
fons recommended as proper ob- 
jects by the magiftrates, who are to 
- be immediately, reinftalled. 

Thefe prefents, corroborated with 
the feal of command, and delivered 
to the deputies of the Pruffian pro- 
vinces, have been refolved at Co- 
logne, the 22d Ventofe, 5th year of 
the Republic (March 12, 1797.) 

The General commanding in 
chief the army of the Sam- 


bre and Meufe, charged by . 
the Executive Direftory with. 


the general adminfftration of 
the conquered countries. 
(Signed) Lazarus Hocue. 


Promulgated at Wefel, 
March 18, 1797. 


Edidt publifhed at Berlin. 
Frederic William, by the Grace of God, 
King of Pruffia, Se. Se. 

HAVING underftood that the 
Aulic Council of Vienna have 
adopted, without ever confulting 
' us, different meafures, on the re- 
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queft of one party, and wholly to 
the advantage of the complainants, 
by which they have atiacked us 
and our rights, ‘and diffuaded our 


Subjects from performing thofe ob- 


ligations which they have contra¢t- 
ed on oath with us, and have even 
formally fummoned thofe of the 
Equeftrian Order not to regard us 
as their Sovereign, —the meafures 
which they have adopted, by print- 
ing and circulating them, to miflead 
our fubjeéts, are, 

Ift.. A mandate of the Auli¢ 
Council, dated March 17th, 1797, 
on the fubjeét of the claims of the. 
fovereignty of Brandenbourg againft 
the bifhopric of Etchftadt. 2d. A 
conclufum of the -Aulic Council, of 
the 23d March, concerning the pre- 
tenfions of the fovereignty of Bran- 
denbourg againft the Equeftrian 
Order in Franconia. 3d. Idem, of 
the 8th of April, and againft the 
imperial town of, Welfleinbourg. 
4th. Idem, March 5th, &c. againft 
the Eleétor of Cologne, as Grand 
Mafter of the Teutonic Order. 
sth. Idem, May 9th, &c. againft the. 
imperial town of Nuremberg. 

Confidering what the laws of the. 
empire prefcribe, we can by no 
means regard, nor will regard, thefe 
meafures as legally valid and obli- 
gatory, but, on the contrary, we 
mutt confider them as real encroach- 
ments on our rights of fovereignty, 
and peculiarly prejudicial: we, in 
confequence, therefore, folemnly 
and ferioufly, by the prefent pa- 
tent, advife and forewarn all thofe 
of the Equeftrian Order who have 
hitherto belonged to the canton 
of the Equeftrian Order of the em- 
pire, as alfo all other perfons whofe 
fovereigns belong to the Equeftrian 
Order, or are neighbouring princes, 
not to fwerve in the leaft degree » 
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from their duties as fubjeéts: we 
aflure them that our intention has 
never, been to interfere with the 
oath which they have taken to 
their refpective fovercigns; and 
we promife to protect them with 
all our power againft every one. 
At the fame time we would apprife 
all thofe who fhall attempt to dif- 
{uade any fubje&, from his due al- 
legiance to us, that they will be 
profecuted in the moft rigorous 
manner. 5 

FREDERIC GUILLAUME. 

FENKILSTEIN ALVENSIEBEN. 

Harpenperc Havucwitz. 


Given at Berlin, June 14, 1797. 


Proclamation publified at Nuremberg on 
the 4th July, \797. 

WHAT has taken place to- 
day* in the barracks, has induc- 
ed a great part of the burghers 
and inhabitants of this city to take 
an active part in the event, without 
being invited by the magiftrate ; 


and their conduét upon this occa 


fion has produced the effeét, that 
the plan formed by a detachment 
of Pruffian troops, to drive the mi-; 
litary of the city from their. bar- 
racks, has completely failed. The 
fenate is very far from mifunder~ 
ftanding the motives. of this action. 
They are convinced that too ani- 
mated a zeal for the juft caufe of 
this city, and too exalted a. patriot- 
ifm, have been generally the in- 
citement. Although fuch motives 
deferve the general gratitude, yet 
the fenate confider it as one of their 
duties, and think themfelves oblig - 
ed to forewarn thefe perfons of the 
dangerous effects to which they are 
expofed by taking part, without be- 
ing invited, in the events which did 
not demand their intervention. 
The fenate believe the burghers 
to be fufficiently enlightened, to be 
convinced themfelves that the fus 
preme head of the empire will fup- 
port with fuitable energy the juft 
decree of the 9th May againft the 


* The third of July had been fixed upon by the Proffians as the laft period for 


ithe evacuation of the barracks occupied by the Nuremberg troops upon the territo- 
ry ; to the poffetiion of which they form pretenfions, In, cafe of refufal, force was 
to be employed ; yet the voluntary evacuation did not take place. The garrifon, 
coniifting of eighty-eight men, had received orders to maintain their poft, even if 
the laft extremity were recurred w. Oa the third of July, a detachment of 310 
Prutian huffars, gvenadiers, fuzileers, and chaffeurs, commanded by a Majar, made 
(their appearance. ‘The gate of the barracks wae forded, the garrifon defended it- 
delf: ‘an officer of Pruffian grenadiers and four foldiers weve wounded, and the at- 
tack failed. A truce of five hours was concluded, and in this interval freth in- 
firuétions from the fenate were expected,* At nine o’clock a capitulation was 
agreed upon, flating that the garrifon fhould quit the barracks, drums beating, and 
with all the honours of war, The capitulation was, in faét, carried into execu- 
tion ; but‘as foon as it was made public, a violent ferment broke out among the ci- 
tiz-ns affembled ; a great number armed themfelves with all kinds of arms, and ap- 
peared determined to make ufe of chem, The prudent conduct of the Pruffian ma-. 
jor prevented all diforder in chis critical moment: he retired at ten o’clock with: 
his detachment. A troop of armed populace afterwards demanded permifflion from 
the fenate to drive away the Pruflian garrifon which was ftationed under the gates 
of the two fuburbs; but this demand was refufed, and it was only permitted to 
the burghers to guard the gates conjointly with the Pruffiaus. 1a the afternoon 
the magiflrates publifhed the above proclamation, 


Pruflian 
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Pruffian regency, and which the 
fenate have juft rendered public; 
they invite them, in confequence, 
to wait quietly for the iffue, and not 
to expofe themfelves and their fa- 
milies to danger by ufelefs refift- 
ance, and a too exalted patriotic 
zeal. 

The fenate having thus fatisfied 
the defireof the burghers, by con- 
fiding to them for a time the care of 
the gates, expect that they will re- 
member the promife they have made 
to abftain from ali exceffes and pre- 
cipitate fteps, and leave entirely to 
the magiftrate and fupreme tribunal 
of the empire, the care of termi- 
nating this affair. 


Subftance of a Letter addreffed by the 
Elector of Saxony to his Majefty the 
King of Pruffia, relative to the late 
Differences fubjifting between that Mo- 
narch and his Neighbours in Eranco- 
nit. 


FAR from meaning to decide 
‘upon, or to call in queftion the va- 
didity of the pretenfions of your 
Majefty to the rights of fovereign- 
ty, which, in later times, have been 
enjoyed by feveral of your neigh- 
bours in Franconia, reputed, in 
confequence, to be members of the 
Equefirian Order of the empire, I 
think it my duty to fuppofe, from 
the known equity of your Majetty, 
that you will not determine to af- 
fume thefe rights without imparti- 
ally examining your pretenfions, 
-and that all the fteps which are 
taken refpecting the principalities 
of Franconia have been directed by 
juftice, and a defire to pave a way 
(for youand your eleétoral houfe, 
and for the advantage of the fub- 
jects of Franconia, fuffering from 
the differences that have arifen re- 
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fpe&ting the fovereignty) which 
may lead to a diftinét and amicable 
conciliation of all their refpective 
rights.. Your Majefty, however, is 
too enlightened not to be convinc- 
ed, that, after all the laws which 
have been made, pretenfions to 
rights which are not united with 
the poffefiion muft be previoufly 
referred to the judge, and decided, 
in order to be able to come at the 
enjoyment of them; and thatthe 
arbitrary depofing of him who is 
actually in poffeffion, cannot be ap- 
proved by any one. In truth, it 
cannot be doubted, that if your Ma- 
jefty had employed meafures of ne- 
gotiation with the different powers, 
it was much to be feared that the 
bufinefs would not have been fpee- 
dily terminated andarranged. But 
this confideration was not fufficient 
to {et you above all the laws againft 
arbitrary power, which are fo falu- 
tary in themfelves, and fo inter- 
woven with the fpirit of the Ger- 
manic conititution. We can no 
longer accufe the fupreme tribtnals 


‘of the empire with partiality and 


injuftice: if they exercife their 
functions agreeably to the laws by 
which they fhould be guided, and 
if they apply them to the actions 
and conduct of your Majefty, the 
confequences which will refult from 
it will be felt. Your Majefty has 
been revered with reafon by a great 
part of the empire, as one of the 
firft defenders of the conftitution; 
and what matter. of affliction will it 
not be for every ftate of the em- 
pire torn from the country, if that 
confidence, which is founded upon 
veneration, is weakened by the new 
fteps taken in Franconia! I leave 
to your Majefty’s wifdom to de- 
cide, whether thefe premature fieps 
will not lead them to form very cu- 
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rious notions of the Germanic affo- 
ciation, whofe founders had for 
their principal objeé& the fupport 
of the laws of the empire, and the 
prefervation of its conftitution? 
Upon the feizure of the county of 
Schaumbourg by Heffe, your Ma- 
jefty teftified that a member of that 
affociation would draw upon him 
the reproaches of the whole body, 
if he attempted to difpoffefs a co- 
eftate of the empire without hav- 
ing recourfe to a judicial procefs. I 
confefs that that differed in feveral 
particulars from the prefent cafe; 
but they are fimilar in refpect to the 
arbitrary ‘procedure in both cafes, 
It is fatisfactory for me to learn, that 
after having concluded an arrange- 
ment with ditferent ftates, your 
Majefty hopes that the fame thing 
will take -place with neighbouring 
ftates. I confider the fpeedy ful- 
filment.of this profpeéas the only 
means of preventing thofe confe- 
quences which will follow, from a 
juridical information if the differ- 
ence, cannot otherwife be accom- 
modated. After all thefe confide- 
rations, and confermably to the 
jentiments of friendfhip and vene- 
ration which I feel for your Majetty, 
i intreat you to employ ultimately 
the moft proper means for effecting 
an equitable arrangement with the 
fiates of the empire, and to remove 
every thing which looks like being 
-unconftitutional in your condué to 
-thefe ftates. - 


2 


) Madrid, March Vfp.. 


Proclamation of the K: ing of Shain. 


view glory of my crown and the 
- honour of my people, with 
‘the government of whom I have 
‘been entruiied by Divine Provi- 


dence, and the intereft.I take in 
defending their rights, and in ob- 
taining a juft fatisfaction for the in- 
fults they have fuftained by the 
Englith, by a notable infraction of 
the moft folemun treaties, founded 
upon the reciprocal utility of both 
ftates, obliged me, contrary to my 
pacific intentions, to enter into a 
new war, when hardly difengaged 
from that which I had maintained 
again{t the French republic, which 
terminated in an honourable peace 
that fecured the tranquillity and 
happinefs of my faithful fubjeéts. 
But to confolidate this important 
benefit, and to contribute to the re- 
pofe of which Europe ftood fo much 
in need, I find myfelf under the 
indifpenfable neceflity_of entering 
into new engagements, which re- 
quire an enormous, expence and 
immenfe provifion.—As it has ever 
been my principal object to unite 
the high dignity of my crown with 
the good of my fubjeéts, already to 
much oppreffed by the weight of 


the public revenue as  fcarcely to 


admit of any new impofts, I have 
not availed myfelf of the power 
with which J am invefted, nor a- 
dopted any of the means pointed 
out to meas capable of producing 
the defired effect ; being perfuaded 
that, on the contrary, it would be 
more convenient to adopt other 
meafures, which may greatly faci- 
litate the neceflary fuccours, fuch 
as the re-eftablifhment of the loan 
upon the revenue of tobacco, cre- 
ated by my auguft predeceffor, ac- 
cording to a royal decree of De- 
cember 17, 1782, and conformable 
to my edict of December 10, 1794, 
which wiil effectually unite the ne- 
ceffities of the ftate with the good 
of individuals, of which it is com- 
pofed, ‘The return of the capital 

having 
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having the moft advantageous fecu- 
rity, will tend to infure the future 
fubfiftence of families, without the 
rifk to which money might be ex- 
pofed when at the arbitrary difpofal 
of inexperienced and diffipated 
youth—I have therefore refolved 
to open the above loan for the term 
of one year, reckoning from the lft 
of January, 1797, with the liberty 
of continuing the fame as I may 
find it convenient, 


(Signed) 
-, Lorne.-Kinec. 


Abftrad of a Proclamation iffued by the 
Court of Spain, relative to the Prohi- 
bition of Englifh Merchandize, 


THE firft article prohibits the 
importation into Spain of all Bri- 
tifh goods and manufactures, and 
likewife of all articles that have 
been conveyed to any port of 
Great Britain, and fubjeét to a 
duty, under any pretence what- 
“ever. 

The fourth. article enjoins all 
perfons who have Englifh goods in 
their poffeflion, to deliver an ac- 
count of the fame within fifteen 
days after the date of the proclama- 
tion, and grants fix months for the 
fale of the goods fpecified in the in- 
ventory. Thofe that neglect to 
make a declaration within the pe- 
riod abovementioned, are informed 
by the fifth article that the goods 
will be confifcated. 

The fixth article ftates, that fuch 
prohibited goods as fhall not be dif- 
pofed of in the fpace of fix months 
allowed for that purpofe, fhall be 
fold by public auction in lots. The 
price of each article cannot exceed 
the price of the fame kind of goods 
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before the war: the value fhall, 
therefore, be afcertained before the 
fale. , 

The merchants who may not 
have had an opportunity to difpofe 
of all the Britifh merchandife in 
their pofleffions, and who may not 
aout to have the refidue fold in 
the manner ftated in the preceding 
article, will be permitted to fend 
them to Cadiz, whence they may 
export them to the Weft Indies. | 

The Englith merchandife that 
may be imported fubfequent to the 
proclamation, fhall be confifcated, 
together with the fhips or other ve- . 
hicles by which they were convey- 
ed. The carriers of thefe goods, if 
it fhould be proved in evidence that 
they acted with intent to evade this 
proclamation, fhall be imprifoned 
for the term of eight years, 

The fourteenth article provides, 
that, three months after the publi- 
cation of the royal fchedule, no 
merchandife fhall be received in the 
ports of Spain from foreign parts 
without the magiftrate’s or inipec- 


_tor’s certificate refident at the place 


whence they have been exported. 
The certificates muft fpecify the 
quality and quantity of the goods, 
the materials of which they were 
fabricated, and likewife that they 
have not been manufaétured in, or 
paid any duties to England. 

The twentieth article mentions, 
that, as many articles of Englifh 
manufacture are imitated with the 
greateft exaétnefs in France, the 
utmoft care is to be obferved by 
the collectors of the duties, that 
goods of French manufacture may 
not experience any diminution in 
the demand in Spain. 

The twenty-fecond article relates 
to the regulations with refpect to 

Z 4 Britifh 
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Britith merchantmen who "may be 
forced into Spanifh ports through 
ftrefs of weather. 5 

The twenty-third and fucceed- 
ing article mentions, that the for- 
mer regulations will be obferved 
with refpeé to Englith property 
taken and carried into Spain by 
Spanifh or French privateers. 


Imperial Ukafa, or Edidt, iffued at Pe- 
terfourg, refpecting the Importation of 
French and Dutch Merchandize. 


Paul I. by the Grace of God, Emperor 
and fole Governor of all the Ruffias, &c. 


We do moft gracioufly ordain, 

Lill Rae importation ofall French 

Wines, without exception, 
alfo fallad-oils of Provence, olives, 
capers, anchovies, to be freely per- 
mitted in all our harbours in neutral 
bottoms. 

2. French and Spanith brandy is 
only permitted to be imported by 
neutral fhips in thofe harbours 
which are {pecified in the ukafa of 
the 11th of December, 1784, and 
to which we add the ports of Lie- 
bau and Windau. 

3. The duties on wine, oils, &c. 
fhall be taken from the tariff of 
September 27, 1782, till a new one 
fhall appear; and the duiy on 
French brandy fhall be regulated 
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agreéably to the ukafa of Novém- 
ber 25, 1793. 

4, The ukafa of’ the 8th of A- 
pril, +793, fhall: be ftriétly obferv- 
ed, as far as it forbids the importa- 


‘tion of various. French goods, and. 


of others which are mere objects of 
luxury; as likewife all communica- 
tion with the French until a lawful 
government and order of things 
fhall have been introduced into that 
country; the certificates of Confut 
or Government, ordained by the 
faid ukafa, fhall alfo no longer be 
demanded in the future importa- 
tion of French goods, except for 
fuch articles for which fome: duties 
are to be remitted. 

Done at St. Peterfburgh, Janu- 

ary 22,1797. ~ 


Seconpn UKASA. 


/ Paul I. €Se. 


WE do hereby moft gracioufly 
permit the free importation, in all 
our harbours, of fuch Dutch goods 
as are not prohibited in the tariff or 
ukafa, provided fuch importation 
takes place in fhips belonging to 
neutral powers. Thofe goods are 
to pay the duties prefcribed by the 
tariff of September 27, 1782, till 
a new tariff fhall be publifhed. 

Done at St. Peterfburgh, Janu- 

ary 22, 1797. 


CHARACTERS. 


( 361 ) 


CHARACTERS. 


Mr. Burxe’s WILL. 


The Laff Will and Teftament of the 
Right Hon. Edmund Burke. Extradt- 
ed from the Regiftry of the Prerogative 
Court of Canterbury. 

F my dear fon and friend had 

furvived me, any will would 
have been unneceffary; but fince 
it has pleafed God to call him to 
himfelf before his father, my du- 

‘ty calls upon me to make fuch a 

difpofition of ‘my worldly affairs as 

feems to my beft judgment moft 
equitable and reafonable : therefore 

I, Edmund Burke, of the parifh of 

St. James, Weftminfter, although 

fuffering under fore and inexpreff- 

‘ible affliction, being of found and 

difpofing mind, and not affected by 

“any bodily infirmity, do make my 

Laft Willand Teftament in man- 

~ner following: 

Firft. According to the ancient, 
good, and laudable cuftom, of which 
my heart and underftanding recog- 

-<nize the propriety, I bequeath my 
foul to God, hoping for his mercy 

‘through the only merits of our Lord 

and Saviour Jefus Chrift. My bo- 

‘dy I. defire, if I fhould die in any 

place very convenient for its tran{f- 

port thither (but not otherwife) 

“to be buried in the church at Bea- 

consfield, near to the bodies of my 

deareft brother and my deareft fon, 

in’all humility praying, that as we 

have lived in. perfect amity toge. 
2 


ther, we may together have a part 
in the refurrection of the juft.—I 
with my funeral to be (without any 
punttilioufnefs in that refpeét) the 
fame as that of my brother, and to 
exceed it as little as poffible in point 
of charge, whether on account of 
my family, or of any others who 
would go to a greater expence; and 
I defire, in the fame manner, and 
with the fame qualifications, that 
no monument beyond a middle- 
fized tablet, with a fmall and fim- 
ple infcription on the church-wall, 
or on the flag-ftone, be eretted. 
I fay this, becaufe I know the par- 
tial kindnefs to me of fome of my 
friends; but I have had in my life- 
time but too much of noife and 
compliment.—As to the reft, it is 
uncertain what { fhall leave after 
the difcharge of my debts, which, 
when I write this, are very great. 
Be that as it may, my will con- — 
cerning my worldly fubftance is 

fhort. As my entirely beloved, 
faithful, and affectionate wife did, 
during the whole time in which I 
lived (moft happily with her) take, 
on her the charge and management 
of my affairs, affifted by her fon, 


‘whilft God was pleafed to lend him 


to us, and did conduét them (often 
in a ftate of much derangement and 
embarraflment) with a patience and 
prudence which probably have no 
example, and thereby left my mind 
free to profecute my public duty, 

or 
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or my ftudies, or to indulge in my 
relaxations, or to cultivate my 
friends at my pleafure; fo on my 
death I with things to continue as 
fubftantially as they have always 
been.—I therefore by this, my laft 
and only will, devife, leave, and 
bequeath to my entirely beloved 
and incomparable wife, Jane Mary 
Burke, the whole real eftate of 
which 1 fhall die feifed, whether 
lands, rents, or houfes, in abfolute 
fee-fimple; ,as alfo all my perfonal 
veftate, whether flock, furniture, 
plate, money, or fecurities for mo- 
ney, annuities for lives or years, be 
the faid eftate of what-nature, qua- 
lity, or extent or defcription it may, 
to her fole uncontrouled poffefiion 
and difpofal, as her property, in any 
manner which may feem proper 
to her to.poflefs or to difpofe of the 
fame, whether it be real or perfonal 
eftate, by her laft will, or other- 
wife; it being my intention that 
fhe may have as clear and uncon- 
trouled a right and title thereto and 
therein as I poffefs myfelf, as to the 
ufe, expenditure, fale, or devife. 
J hope thefe words are fufficient to 
exprefs the abfolute, unconditioned, 
and unlimited right of complete 
ownerfhip I mean to give to her 
to the faid lands and goods; and I 
truft that no words of furplufage, 
or ambiguity, may vitiate this my 
clearintention. There are no per- 
fons who have a right, or, I believe, 
a difpofition to complain of this be- 
queft which I have duly weighed 
and made, ona proper confidera- 
tion of my duties, and the relations 
in which I ftand.—I alfo make my 
wife, Jane Mary Burke aforefaid, 
my fole executrix of this my laft 
will, knowing that fhe will receive 
advice and affiftance from her and 
my excellent friends Dr, Walker, 
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upon her during her life. 
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King, and Dr. Laurence, to whom 
I recommend her and her concerns, 
though that perhaps is needlefs, as 
they are as much attached to ‘her 
as theyare tome, I do it only to 
mark my fpecial confidence in their 
affection, fkill, and induftry.—I 
with that my dear wife may, as foon 
after my deceafe as poffible—which, 
after what has happened, fhe will 
fee with. conftancy and refignation 
—make her will, with the advice 
and affiftance of the two perfons I 
haved named; but it is my with 
alfo, that fhe will not think herfelf 
fo bound up by any bequefts fhe 
may make in the faid will, and 
which, whilft fhe lives, can be only 
intentions, as not, during her life, 
to ufe her property with all the li- 
berty I have given her over it, juft 
as if fhe had written no will at all, 
but in every thing to follow the di- 
rections of her own equitable and 
charitable mind, and her own pru- 

dent and meafured underftanding. 
Having thus committed. every 
thing to her direétion, I recom- 
mend, fubjeét always to that dif- 
cretion, that if I fhould not, during 
my life, give or fecure to my dear 
niece Mary C. Harland, wife. of 
my worthy friend . Captain Har- 
land, the fum of a thoufand pounds, 
or an annuity equivalent to it, that 
fhe would beftow upon her that 
fum of money, or that .annuity, 
conditioned and limited in fuch 
manner as fhe, my wife aforefaid, 
may think proper, by a devife in 
her will, or otherwife as fhe may 
find moft convenient to the fitua- 
tion of her affairs, without preffure 
My wife 
put me, in mind of this, which I 
now recommend to her. I certain- 
ly, fome years ago, gave my niece 
reafon to expect it, but I was net 
able 
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Bble to execule my intentions. If 
1 do this in my life-time, this re- 
commendation goes for nothing. 
As to my other friends, relations, 
and companions through life, and 
efpecially to the friends and com- 
panions of my fon, who were the 
deareft of mine, I am not unmind- 
ful of what [owe them; If I do 
not name them all here, and mark 
them with tokens of my remem- 
brance, I hope they will not attri- 
bute it to unkindnefs, or to a want 
of a due fenfe of their merits to- 
wards me. My old friend and faith- 
ful companion, Will. Burke, knows 
his place in my heart. I do not 
mention him as executor or affift- 
ant. I know that he will attend to 
my wife; but I chofe the two I 
have mentioned, as from their time 
of life of greater activity. I recom- 
mend him to them in the political 
world. I have made many con- 
nections, and fome of them among 
perfons of high rank. Their friend- 
thip from political became perfonal 
to me, and they haye fhewn it in 
a manner more than to fatisfy the 
utmoft demands that could be made 
from my love: and. fincere attach- 
ment to them. ‘They are the 
worthieft people. in the kingdom. 
Their intentions are excellent ; and 
I wifh them every kind of fuccefs. 
I bequeath my _ brother-in-law, 
Jchn Nugent, and the friends in 
my poor fon’s lift, which is in his 
mother’s hands, to their protection, 
As to them, and to the reft of my 
‘companions, who conftantly ho- 
_noured and cheered our houfe as 
-Ouz inmates, I have put down their 
names in a lift, that my wife fhould 
‘fend the ufual memorial of lit- 
“tle mourning rings, asa token of 
My remembrance. 
In {peaking of my. friends, to 
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whom I owe fo many obligations, 
I ought to name, fpecially, Lord 
Fitzwilliam, the Duke of Portland, 
and the Lords Cavendifhes, with the 
Duke of Devonfhire, the worthy 
head of that family. If the intima- 
cy which I have had with others has 
been broken off by a political dif- 
ference on great queftions, con- 
cerning the ftate of things exifting 
and impending, I hope they will 
forgive whatever of general human 
frailty, or of my own particular 
infirmity, has entered into that con- 
tention; I heartily entreat their 
forgivenefs. I have nothing furs 
ther to fay. 

Signed and fealed, as my lait will 
and teftament, this 11th day of 
Auguft, 1794, being written all 
with my own hand. 

Epmunp Burxg,L. S. 
In prefence of Du Pont, | 
Wii. WessteER, 
Wa tker Kine. 


On reading over the above will, 
I have nothing to add, or effentially 
to alter; but one point may be 
wanted to be perfected and explain- 
ed. In leaving my lands and here- 


‘ditaments to my wife, I find that I 


have omitted the words which in 
deeds create an inheritance in law. 
Now, though I think them hardly 
neceffary in a will, yet, to obviate 
all doubts, f explain the matter ina 
codicil which is annexed to this. 

EpmuNp Burke. 

Jan. 22d, 1797. 


I, Edmund Burke, of the parith 
of Beaconsfield, in the county of 
Bucks, being of found and difpof- 
ing judgment and memory, make 
this my laft will and teftament, in 
no fort for revoking, but explain- 


ing and confirming a will made by 


me, 
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me, and dated the 11th of Auguft, 
1794, in which will I have left, de- 
vifed, and bequeathed all my world- 
ly property, of whatever nature 
and quality the fame may be, whe- 
ther lands tenements, houfes, free- 
hold or leafehold interefts, penfions 
for lives or years, arrears of the 
fame, legacies, or other debts due 
to me, plate, houfehold ftuff, books, 
fiock in cattle and horfes, and uten- 
fils of farming, and all other my 
goods and chattels, to my dear wife, 
J. M. Burke, in as fulland perfe& 
manner as the fame might be devif- 
ed, conveyed, or transferred to her 
by any actor inftrument whatfoever, 
with fuch recommendations as in 
my will aforefaid are made, and 
‘with a with that, in the difcharge 
of my debts, the courfe hitherto 
purfued may be as nearly as poffi- 
ble obferved; fenfible, however, 
that, in payment of debt, no exact 
rule can be preferved. The fame 
is therefore left at her difcretion, 
with the advice of our friends, 
whom fhe will naturally confult. 
The reafon of making  this-will, 
or codicil to my former will, is from 
my having omitted in devifing by 
that will my lands and heredita- 
ments to my wife aforefaid, the full 
-and abfolute property thereof; and 
therein I have omitted the legal 
words of inheritance. Now I think 
thofe words, however neceflary in 
a deed, are not fo ina will; yet, to 
prevent all queftion, I do hereby 
devife all my lands, tenements, and 


hereditaments, as well as all my - 


other property that may be fubjeét 
to a itri& rule of law in deeds, and 
which would pafs, if left undevifed, 
to my heirs. I fay, I do devife the 
fame lands, tenements, and heredi- 
taments, to my wife ‘Jane Marv 
Burke, and her heirs fer ever, in 


pure, abfohite, and unconditional 
fee fimple. 

I have now only to recommend 
to the kindnefs of my Lord Chan- 
cellor, Lord Loughborough, to his 
Grace the Duke of Portland, to the 
Moft Honourable the Marquis of 
Buckingham, to the Right Honour- 
able William Wyndham, and \to 
Dr. Laurence, of the Commons, 
and Member of Parliament,’ that 
they will, after my death, continue 
their protection and favour to the 
emigrant {chool at Perin ; and will 
entreat, with a weight. on which [ 
dare not prefume, the Right Hon- 
ourable William Pitt to continue 


‘the neceflary allowances which he 


has fo generoufly and charitably 
provided for thofe unhappy child: 
ren of meritorious parents; that 
they will fuperintend the fame, 
which I wifh to be under the more 
immediate care and direction of Dr. 
King and Dr. Laurence; and that 


they will be pleafed to exert theit 


influence to place the faid young 
perfons in fome military corps, or 
other fervice, as may beft {uit their 
difpofitions and capacities ; praying 
God to blefs their endeavours. 
Signed and fealed, as a codicil to 
“my will, or a confirmation and 
explanation thereof, agreeably 
to the note which feme days 
ago I put to the end of it, this 
29th of January, 1797. 
Epmunp Burke, L. 8. 


In prefenceof Watxer Kine, © 
Ricwarp Bourke, 
Epwarp NaGLe. 


Proved at London, with a codicil, 
the 26th of July, 1797, before 

. the Worfhipful French Lau- 
rence, Doctor of Laws and Sur- 
rogate, by the oath of Jane Ma- 

ty Burke, widow, the relict end 
oie 
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fole executrix, to whom admi- 
niftration was granted, having 
been firft fworn duly to admi- 
nifier. 


Geo. GosTLINnG, De 
Exd. Natu.GostT ine, ers 
ROG: Onueewuard =e 


July 24th, 1797. 


Fires in Conftantinople, and Conduc of the 
Turks at them. 


From Dallaway’s Travels in the Levaut. 


IRES are fo frequent, that few 
months pafs without them, and 

they are generally fo furious, that 
whole. diftriéts are laid in afhes.* 
Houfes are fo foon re-ere¢ted, that 
the former appearance of the ftreets 
is fpeedily reftored, and little alter- 
ation is ever made in their form. 
Notice of a fire at Conftantinople, 
or at Galata, is given by beating a 
great drum from two high towers 5 
the night-watch then patrole the 
ftreets, ftriking the pavement with 
their ftaves fhod with iron, and 
crying out Yangen var, — “ There 
is a fire,”’ naming the place. The 
Sultan is then fummoned three 
times, and when the conflagration 
has lafted one hour, he is forced 
to attend in perfon, and to bring 
mules with him Jaden with piaftres, 
which he diftributes with his own 
hands to the firemen, who are 
Very inactive before his arrival. 
Thefe are armed againft accidents 
in the fame manner as they are in 
London, and are equally expert and 
zdventurous. Fires are extinguifh- 
ed by pulling down the adjoining 
houfes, for the engines are very 
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fmall, and borne on the fhoulders 
oi iwo men. 

The perfe& refignation with 
which a good Mufulman fees his 
houfe confumed by the flames, and 
himfelf reduced from afiluence to 
poverty, has been often and juftly 
remarked by others; he exclaims 
Allah Karim; that is, “ God is mer-_ 
ciful,” without apparent emotion, 
andhas affured himfelf that the fame 
Providence which hath made him 
poor and abject, can once more re- 
{tore him to wealth, ifit be his fate. 
As to the women, they have not the 
praife of fuch philofophy. . They 
affemble in a group near the Sultan, 
and unmercifully load him with the 
bittereft revilings, particularizing 
his own crimes, and the errors of 
his government, and charging him 
with the caufe of their prefent ea- 
lamity. At fuch rencouters no 
crowned head need envy Sultan 
Selim his fituation. -As this is the 
only privileged time of conveying 
the voice of the people to his ears, 
and as women in Turkey fay any 
thing with impunity, it is prefumed 
that many of the fites are not acci- 
dental 

Asagrand {petacle, detaching the 
idea of commiferation of the calami- 
ty from the prefent view, ifa volca- 
nic eruption be excepted, none can | 
exceed agreatfireat Conftantinople.: 
The houfes being conftructed with 
wood, and frequently communicat-" 
ing with magazines filled with com- 
buftible materials, a vaft column of 
flame, of the moft luminous glow, 
rifes from the centre, which light- 
ing up the mofques, and contiguous 
cyprefs-groves, produces an effect 
of {uperior magnificence. In other 


ee 
%* In 1633 feventy thoufand houfes were burnt ; ‘and in 1788 the conflagration 


was fo extenfive, as to threaten the uniyerfal defiruction of the city, 


— 
cilies 
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tities where the buildings are of 
ftone, the flames are feeén partially, 
or are overpowered with fmoke. 


Of the Trade of Conftantinople, the Coffee 
houfes, and Method of taking Opium. 


From the fame. 


HE merchandife and trade of 

Conftantinople are carried on 
principally in the khans, bazars, and 
bezeftin, according to the cuftom of 
the eaft, each of which requires a 
fummary defcription. 

The khans* are {pacious ftruc- 
tures with quadrangles, erected by 
the munificence of the fultans, or 
fome of the royal family, for the 
public benefit. They are entirely 
furrounded by a cloifter and colo- 
nade, into which numerous cells 
open, generally repeated for three 
ftories, are built with ftone, and fire- 
proof. Here the merchants from 
every part of the empire, who tra- 
vel with caravans, are received with 
accommodations for themfelves and 
their valuable traffic. 

In the bazars are affembled dea- 
lers of each nation under the Turk- 


ifh government, who have fmall. 


fhops in front; and a room behind, 
for their wares. Thefe are very ex- 
' tenfive cloifters of ftone, lofty, and 
lighted by domes; are admirably 
adapted to the climate, and in fum- 
mer are extremely cool. One, call- 
ed the Mi/r Chari/é, or Egyptian 
market, is fet apart for the mer- 
chandife of Cairo, chiefly minerals 
and drugs, and isa great curiofity 
for the naturalift. 
Other quarters are occupied by 
the working jewellers, where raw 


jewels may be advantageoufly pur 
chafed; and by the bookfellers, 
who. have each his affortment of 
Turkifh, Arabic, and Perfian MSS. 
of which they do not always know 
the value, but demand a confidera- 
ble price. The oriental {cholar may 
here find MSS. equally beautiful 
and rare, as fince the civil commo- 
tions in Perfia, the moft elegant 
books, taken in plunder, have been 
fent to Conftantinople for fale, to 
avoid detection. 

The ftaple articles of importation 


from England are cloth and block 


tin, as the confumption of both is 
very great. Englifh watches. pre- 
pared for the Levant market, are 
more in demand than thofe of other 
Frank nations, and are one of the 


firft articles of luxury that a Turk 


purchafes or changes if he has mo- 
ney to fpare. 

The national character is here 
admirably difcriminated; and to in- 
veftigate it with fuccefs, no place 
offers fuch opportunities as thefe 
markets. 

A ftranger will wonder to fee fo 
many of their fhops left open with- 
outa mafter or guard; but pilfering 
is not'a Turkith vice. : 

He fhould be informed previouf- 
ly, that no article of commerce has 
a ftated price; bargains muft be 
made, and the bafeft impofition is 
counted fair gain. The Turk is’ 
fixed to his fhop-board with his legs 
under him for many hours, and ne~ 
ver relaxes into civility with his 
Frank cuftomer, but from the hopes 
ofadvaniage. One may venture to 
give him two thirds of his demand ; 
but to thofe of other nations not 
more than half. The Greek, more 


* The firft khan was built by Ibrahim Khan, the Vifier of Solyman I. who 


gave them a general name, fynonimous with hote!. 


. pliant 
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pliant and prevaricating, praifes his 
commodity beyond meafure, and 
has generally to congratulate him- 
felf upon having outwitted the mof 
cautious dealer. The Arminian, 
heavy and placid, is roufed to ani- 
mation only by the fight of money, 
which he cannot withftand., As for 
the Jew, everywherea Jew, he is 
more frequently employed as a bro- 
ker, a bufinefs which that people 
have had addrefs enough to engrofs ; 
and fome acquit themfelves with 
honefty and credit. Thofe of the 
lower fort are walking auctioneers, 
who tramp over the bazars, carry 
the goods with them, vociferating 
’ the price laft offered. | Each of 
thefe nations, which conftitute the 
vat population of Conftantinople, 
has a different mode of covering the 
head: a circumftance foon learned, 
and which renders the groupes of 
figures fufficiently amufing, as it 
breaks the famenefs of their other 
drefs. The Armenians, Jews, and 
the mechanical Greeks, ufually 
wear blue, which the Turks con- 
fider as a difhonourable colour, and 
have their flippers of a dirty red lea- 
ther... = . ; 

_ The common trades are difpofed 
all of one kind in fingle ftreets. 
Shoe-makers, farriers, and pipe- 
‘makers, with many others, occupy 
each their diftinét diitrict, and are 
feldom found difperfed as in our 
éities. 

A room of very confiderable di- 
menfions, is called the bezeftin, or 
public exchange, where are colleét- 
ed fecond-hand goods, which are 
hawked about by the auctioneers. 
In another part are the farraffs, or 
money changers, Armenians, and 

ews. r 

I regret my incompetency to de- 

{eribe the various, mechanic arts 
1 
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which are pratifed in the eaft, and 
particularly by the Turks, fo diffe- 
rent from our own; and leave it to 
fome future vifitant well qualified. 
to give the hiftory of their manu- 
factures and the divers modes by 
which the fame effect is produced, 
and the fame utenfils are made. 

The neceffaries of life are welb 
managed, and the fhops of cooks, 
confectioners, and fruiterers are ex- 


cellently ftored,.and ferved with’ 


neatneis. For the greater part of 
the year, fherbets with ice are cried 
about the ftreeis at a very cheap 
rate. 
tive, but a dangerous trade, if they 
are not proof againft temptation to 
fraud. Their weights are examin- 
ed at uncertain times, and a com~ 
mon punifhment on detection is 
nailing their ear to the door-poft. 
Upon a complaint made to the late 
Vizier Mehmet Meilik, againft a no-~ 
torious cheat, he ordered him to be 
inftantly hanged. The mafter ef- 
caped, but the fervant, apoor Greek, 
perfeGly innocent, was executed. 
It was remarked to a Turk that this 
injuitice was foreign to the charac- 
ter for clemency which Melik bore? 
when he farcaftically replied “‘ The 
Vizjer had not yet breakfafted.” 
The coffee-houfes, whichabound, 
are fitted up in an airy Chinefe tafte, 
and curioufly painted. Within, they 
are divided into partitions or ftages 
without feats, for the Turks fit as 
the taylors in England. The re- 
fort of all ranks to them is univer- 
fal and conftant; and fome during 


the greater: part of the day which ° 


paffes, confume thirty or forty pipes, 
and as many cups of coffee, boiling 

hot, thick, and without fugar. 
Befides thefe, near the Ofmanic, 
areteriakhana, where (afioni) opi- 
um is fold; and. taken in gradation 
from 


The bakers exercife a lucra~ - 
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from ten to a hundred grains in a 
day. Intoxication with this noxi- 
ous drug is certainly lefs prevalent 
than we have been informed; and 
he who is entirely addiéted to it is 
confidered with as much pity or 
difguft as an inveterate fot is with 
us. The preparation of opium is 
made with feveral rich fyrups, and 
infpiflated juices, to render it palat- 
able and lefs intoxicating, and re- 
fembles elder root. It is either tak- 
en with a fpoon or hardened into 
fmall lozenges, ftamped with the 
words Ma/h Allah, literally, “the 
work of God.” 

The Turks take opium as an in- 
toxicant, or occafionally under an 
idea of its envigorating quality when 
unufual fatigue is to be endured. 
The Tartar couriers, who travel 
with aftonifhing expedition, gene- 
rally furnifh themfelves with Ma/ 
Allah. A \eading caufe of its dif- 
ufe is, that the prejudices refpecting 
wine are daily relaxing, which ac- 
count for the fcarcely credible 
quantity and univerfality mention- 
ed by old writers being unaccord- 
ant with modern practice. 


| Diftinétiwe Dreffes of the Turks. 
fiom the fame. 
i Pat Turks have fumptuary laws 


and habits peculiar to profeflions, 
By the turban differing in fize and 
thape, every man is known; and 
fo numerous are the diftin¢tions, 
that a dragoman long converfant 
with Cenftantinople, told me he 
knew not half of them. The E- 
mirs, real or pretended defcendants 
from the prophet, are diftinguifhed 
by the green muflin, the others 
wear white reund a cap of. cloth, 
and the head is wniverfally very 


clofely fhaven. In the turbans of 
the oulemah, there is a greater pro- 
fufion of muflin, from ten to twen- 
ty yards, which are proportionably 
larger, as the wigs of profeffional’ 
men were formerly. The military, 
as the janiflaries, boftanjes, and 
topjis, wear caps:of the moft un-’ 
couth fhape and fafhion, fuch as’ 
defy defcription. The rayahs are 
known by a head-drefs, called a 
kalpac, made of lambfkin, and in- 
imitably ugly, but differing entirely 
from a turban; and fometimes a 
famour, or black fur cap, which is 
principally worn by dragomen and’ 
phyficians. In other refpeéts they 
are drefied as the Turks. Yellow 
flippers, or boots, are indulged only 
to thofe under ambafladorial pro- 
tection, and are an envied diftinc- 
tion. When the prefent Sultan 
came to the throne, he iffued an 
edi& that no unlicenfed rayah 
fhould appear publicly in yellow 
flippers. At that time he took 
great pleafure in walking the ftreets 
in difguife; when meeting an ill- 
ftarred Jew dreffed contrary to law, 
he ordered his head to be inftantly 
ftruck off. This was his firft aé&t of 
feverity, which created moft un- 
favourable conjeftures, not altoge- 


ther confirmed by his fubfequent 


reign. 

The Turks of better rank, and 
the regular citizens, wear what is 
called the long drefs, with outer 
robes of fine cloth, fhalloon, or pel- 
lices, which are in general ufe for 
the greater part of the year, and 
commonly of the moft coftly furs. 
They are feldom feen without a 
tefpi in their hands; it isa ftring 
of ninety-nine beads, correfpond- 
ing with the names of the Deity, 
which they carry)as much for a- 
mufement as devotion. Hamid 

. Ali, 
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Ali, a late vizier, wore one of pearl, 
fo perfe&t as to be valued at $0001. 
fterling. 


Sketch of the Life of the late John Wilkes. 
From the Monthly Magazine. 


IS prefent Majefty afcended 
,& the throne of thefe realms 
-amidft the plaudits of his fubjects. 
His elevation was accompanied by 
aferies of aufpicious occurrences ; 
and every appearance augured a 
fortunate and happy reign. <A 
change in the dynafty had taken 
place in favour of his family; and 
the doétrine of popular election, 
by a practical and memorable ex- 
emplification,. was, juftly preferred 
to a pretended - hereditary right. 
But George I. was unacquainted 
with our laws, and even with our 
language. Thefe circumftances, 
added to his partiality for Hanover, 
and the enaction of the Septennial 
Bill (the firft infringement on pubs 
lic liberty during the reign of a 
houfe exprefily called in for its pro- 
tection) rendered him at times 
unpopular. . The latter part of the 
reign of George II, was uncom- 
monly brilliant;, but he alfo was 
accufed of an overweening fond- 
nefs for his electoral dominions, 
and confidered, even on the throne, 
as a foreigner. 
A happier fate attended his 
grandfon, who, in his firft fpeech, 
loried in being * born a Briton.” 
is youth, his graceful perfon, the 
memory of a father.dear to the na- 
tion, and, above all, the early pro- 
mife of a government founded on 
the practical bleflings of liberty, en- 
deared the new king to his people. 
Indeed, there is not a fingle inftance 
in all our hiftory, of a prince who 
attained the throne of thefe.king- 
Vout, XXXIX 
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doms with brighter profpeds; it 
was accordingly predicted, in the 
fervour of enthufiafm, that the fway 
of a Trajan, or an Alfred, was to 
be renewed in the perfon of George 
the Third. 

His Majefty found the country 
engaged in a juftand fortunate con- 
teft with the houfe of Bourbon. 
The war was conducted by a ftates- 
man who proved uncommonly fuc- 
cefsful in fubduing the armies and , 
navies of France; for we pointed 
the thunders of an united nation 
with terrible and irrefiftible effect 
en its humbled monarchy. A 
change of men and councils, in- 
deed, faved the enemy from utter 
ruin; but this very circumftance 
gave a decided turn to the current 
of popularity, which had hitherto 
deere around, and afforded a fa- 
cred barrier to the throne. 

On the retirement of William 
Pitt, 1761, majefty feemed fhorn 
of its rays; and its luftre being in- 
tercepted by the fudden interpofi- 
tion of a malignant planet, it ap- 
peared to experience almoft a totak 
eclipfe. The fetret views that led 
to the peace of Paris are ftill enve- 
loped in obfcurity, and the particu- 
lar motives which fuperinduced fo 
many facrifices are, at beft, but e- 
quivocal. It was, indeed, in fome 
meafure, fanétioned by a majority, 
obtained by means not difficult to 
be gueffed at in a venal age ; but it 
proved the moft finifter treaty in, 
our annals, and, from a variety of 
circumftances, became peculiarly 
odious to the nation. 

The adminiftration of the Earl of 
Bute gave general difguft. Clofe, 
infinuating, cunning, rapacious, 
and revengeful, he was faid to 
have enjoyed the unlimited confi- 
dence of his royal mafter; and the 

Aa people 
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people affected fo confider him as 


the minion of the crown rather 


than the minifter of England... His 
enemies, however, could not deny 
that he was amiable in private life: 
the moft zealous of his friends; on 


the other hand, muft confefs, that, 


if not criminal, the was at leaft un- 
fortunate in the management of 
public affairs, and. that the jealou- 
fies. which -he occafioned between 
king and people, gave rife to ma- 
ny, if not all the misfortunes of the 
popiens reign. Certain it is that 

is conduét created a moft formida- 
ble oppofition, bottomed on con- 
ftitutional motives, and that the 
moft zealous advocates for the 
houfe of Brunfwick, entrenching 
themfelves’ in the revolution prin- 
ciples of 1688, combated the doc- 
trines and proceedings of the fa- 
vourite, with the fame zeal that 


their anceftors had oppofed the ty-° 


ranny of the houfe of Stuart. H 
was this fingular circumftance that 
gave birth to the political career of 
the fubject of thefe memoirs; and 
not only -his own biography, but 
the hiftory of the prefent times, is 


intimately conneéted with the fore: 


going events. 

_ The father of Mr. Wilkes: was 
an eminent diffiller in Clerkenwell, 
where John is fuppofed to have 
been born, onthe 28th of O&ober; 
1725. The elder fon Hrael, who 
is ftill alive, followed the fame bufi- 
ucfs, and ultimately failed. The 
fecond, of whom we now treat; and 
who had received a liberal education 
early in life, wasa brewer; but as 
he had, in a greaé meafure, become 
unfitted by claffical purfuits from 
obtaining wealth as a tradefman, 
it is’more than probable that he 
would not have fucceeded in his 
commercial purfuits. For, is it 


poffible to fuppofe that the entha> | 


fiaftic admirer of the elegant Ti- 


bullus, fhould relifh the dullround | 
of bufinefs in the neighbourhood 
of St. Sepulchre?—that he who 
banifhed care like Anacreon, ané 
daily quaffed the Falernian of Ho- 
race, fhould pay fuch a fedulous at- 
tention to the procefs of fermenta- 
tion, and be converfant.in all the 
properties of two-penny, portery. 
and brown-ftout? Difguft, accord - 
ingly, foon fucceeded, as a necef- 
fary confequence; and the golden 
dreams arifing from the mingled: 
fumes of hops and malt, vanifhed' © 
with the mafh-tab and the compt- 
ing-houfe. 

Mr. Wilkes was calculated, by 
nature, education, and habit, for 
far different purfuits; and he foon 
gratified his inclinations. Having 
married a daughter of the celebrated 
Dr. Mead, the author of the Trea~ 
tife on Poifons, we find him ex~ 
changing the dull and foggy atmof- 
phere of the city, for the thinner 
and politer air of the weft end of 
the town. Poffefled of a genteel 
fortune, elegant manners, and @ 
fparkling wit, he eafily obtained 
the acquaintance of many of the 
moft fafhionable people of the age. 
Educated in whig principles, he was: 
at the fame time an ardent afferter 
of Englifh liberty. -It was the lat+ 
ter circumftance, indeed, that gave 
a colouring to the future purfuits 
of ‘his life; to the former, he was 
indebted for a feat in parliament, 
and a regiment of militia. 

A ftanding army has always 
been confidered as the opprobriun= 
ef liberty, and a difgrace to a free 
country. Tocounterbalance _ this 
palpable defe& in the fyftem (for it 
is not inherent in our policy) fome 
genercus fpixits conceived the ep 

Dy) 


ef. a national.and conftitutional 


defence.; This plan, fo long fcout- 
defence.) This plan, fo leng 
ed, and fince,; in a great. meafure, 


emafeulated by fubfequent regula- 
tions}, was at. length carried “into 
effe&, butnot w ithout much oppo- 
fition; and cenfiderable diffatistac- 
tion on the fide of the people. 

» Mz... Wilkes, who was a great 
ftickler for the meafure, made an 
offer of his. fervices in Bucking- 
hamfhire on ‘this eccafion; and as 
he lived in great intimacy,with Earl 
Temple, the then lord-lieutenant, 
he foon became member for -Aylef- 
bury;( and colonel. of the county- 
regiment. . it is to be recorded a- 
mong the other fingular anecdotes 
of his life, that nearly at the fame 
time he was expelled from the one 
office by the. Houfe of Commons, 
and. difmiffed. from the other by a 
mandate from the firft. executive 
magiftrate. 

The member for Aylefbury foon 
participated in the general refent- 
sent againft Lord Bute, and, pof- 
feffinga a happy talent for fatire, con- 
tributed not a little to increafe the 
hatred he had everywhere excited. 
But this was not all> in the bitter- 
“nefs of his refentment, he accufed 
‘the nation among w hom that ‘no- 
bleman was born, of an hereditary 
attachment to flavery, and, without 
much ceremony, attacked certain 
perfons, who fondly hoped that 
their rank was not only too lofty 
for plebeian animadverfions, but 
even diffolved all connettion be- 
tween guilt and fhame. 


* ‘Squollet was the editor. 
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Mr, Wilkes began his career as 
an’ authér in i762; and his firft 
political pu iblication, at © prefent 
known with certainty, was intitled, 
“+ Obfervations ‘on the Papers re- 
lative to the Rupture with Spain.” 
On the 5th of Ae in ‘the “fame 
year, he became the editor ofa pe- 
viodical paper of much ‘notoriety, 
called the ** North Briton,” which 
gave'a particular turn to, and ‘not 
only influenced the future progrefs 
of his affairs, but actually decided 
the tenour of ‘his whole life. No 
publication that ever came from the 
Englith prefs was read with more 
intereft, or circulated with greater 
avidity than this (the Letters of Ju- 
nius and the. works of Paine alone 
excepted): Nor were the effeéts 
difproportioned either to the end 
with which it was launched on the 
ocean of popular opinion, or the 
high expedtations that were con- 
ceived of its fuccefs. It was in vain 
that the minifters attempted to 
oppofe its proerefs, by means of 
the Briton * and the Auditor; the 
latter of which was conducted by 
Mr. Murphy, a man of confider- 
able parts, who, in the courfe of 
his variegated life, has defended 
the arbitrary principles. inculcated 
by a Tory adminiftration, and pre- 
fented us with a Whig verfion of 
Tacitus: His pen, however, on 
this o¢cafion ‘was made to drop 
from his*hand, by the mere force 
of ridicule aione; and his Journal 
itfelf expired in the flames of his 
own fhrida Taf +. He, gs 
id. 


“+ Such as with to be better acquainted with this intance of literary jockevihid: 


are referred to a note in p. 52, vol. 
works, or to the North Bion. 


1, of ,Bell’s fecond edition of Churchill's 
Here follows the epitaph occafioned by the dif- 


comfiture of the Auditors and it may be neceifary to premife thit this event 


Aa. 


oF Paaed + 
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did not fall alone, for his patron 
foon lay proftrate by his fide; and 
although he was fufpected of re- 
gulating: the motions of the minif- 
térial puppets long after he left the 
ftage, yet, fo obnoxious had he ren- 
dered himfelf, that, from this mo- 
ment, he was forced to bid adieu, 
at leaft, to the oftenfible exercife 
of power. 

The Thane was fucceeded by Mr. 
Grenville, the father of the prefent 
Lord Grenville and the Marquis of 
Buckingham; who, partly from ha- 
tred to the author, and parly from 
animofity to his own brother, with 
whom he had quarrelled (he is alfo 
faid to have been inftigated by ano- 
ther motive} determined, if he 
could not fupprefs the publication, 
that he fhould, at leaft, punifh the 
editor. The crown-lawyers were 
accordingly on the watch, and fome 
unguarded (perhaps improper) ex- 
preflions in No. 45—for I write 
not an eulogium—afforded ample 
epportunity tor a profecution. 

t has luckily been always the 


fortune of arbitrary councils, not 
only to render the means difpropor+ 
tionate to the end, but to have re 
courfe to odious meafures for the 
attainment of their object. It was 
this very circumftance that, in one 
age, bereaved Charles of his life, 
Jamesof his crown,—and, in ano- 
other, endeared Mr. Wilkes to the 
nation. 

Had a common action taken place 
againft the editor of the North Bri- 
ton, and, after due conviction, a 
moderate fentence been inflicted, 
Mr. Wilkes would have been brand 
ed as a recorded libeller. It was 
the illegal proceedings which occa+ 
fioned that gentleman to be confi- 
dered as a fuffering patriot, through 
whofe fides the liberties of a whole 
nation were wounded. His, there- 
fore, from that moment, ceafed to 
be a private caufe—it was the caufe 
of the people. 

On the 30th of April, 1763, he 
was arrefted in the ftreet, by a 
king’s meflenger, in confequence 
of a general warrant* againft the 

authorsy,.. 


was produced by a waygith fetter, figned Viator, in which the advantages de~ 
nived from the poffeffion of Florida (obtained by the peace of Parts) are ironical. 
‘ty pointed out, particularly the peats and turf that were to warm the poor Ames 


rican planters in the winter feafon. 


; SIsTE, VIATOR. 


& 
és 
a 


éc 


Deep m this bog, the Auditor lies ftill, 

His Jabours finifh’d, and worn out his quill; 
His fires extinguifh’d, and his works unread, 
In peace he fleeps with the forfaken dead! 
** With heath and fedge, oh! may his tomb be dreft, 
And his own turf lie light wpon his breaft.” 

Et quocunque vclunt animum Auditoris agunio. 


Hore 


, * (Copy) 
iL. 8. “George Mountague Dunk, Earl of Halifax, Vifcount Sunbury, &c. 
_  Thefe are in his Majefty’s name to authorife and require you (taking a con- 
fable to your affiftance) to make ftri& and diligent fearch after the authors, prin 
ters, and publifhers of a feditious and treafonable paper, entitled the North Briton, 
Number 45, Saturday, April 23d, 1763, printed for George Kearfley, Ludgate~ 
ftreet, London; and them or. any of them having found, to apprehend and feize, 
together with theis papers, and to bring in fafe cuftody before me, &v. 
* DireGed to Nathan Carrington, &c. 


(Signed) “ Duak Halifax, 
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atithors, printers, and publifhers 
of the North Briton, No. 45, and 
carried to his own houfe. The 
publicity of the act having occa- 
fioned much noife, he was inftantly 
_ vifited by 2 number of his friends, 
and, among others, by Charles 
Churchill, a fellow-labourer in the 
one vineyard, whom he faved 
rom imprifonment by that pre- 
fence of mind which never deferted 
him on trying occafions. In the 
mean time he defired two other 
gentlemen to repair to the court of 
Common Pleas, and fue out a writ 
wf habeas corpus, in’ confequence of 
his being detained a prifoner in his 
own houfe, by an illegal arreft. 

As Lord Halifax did not choofe 
to proceed direftly to extremities, 
the fent feveral polite meflages to 
Mr. Wilkes, requefting his compa- 
ny: but the latter refolutely refuf- 
ed, and could not be prevailed up- 
on to repair to his Lordfhip’s houfe, 
until he was threatened with perfo- 
nal violence, and given to under- 
dtand that a regiment of guards 
would, if neceffary, be called in. 
.On this he proceeded in a chair, 
attended by the meffengers and 
their followers; he, however, re- 
fufed to anfwer.any queftions what- 
ever, and treated Lord Egremont, 
the other fecretary of ftate, who 
exhibited too much of the info- 
lence of office in his demeaner, with 
great fpirit. 

- On his being committed to the 
‘Tower, he was preffed to offer bail ; 
but he ftrenuoufly refufed, as it 
would have looked like an acqui- 
eicence in the juftice of the pro- 
ceedings againft him, although two 
noblemen offered to become fure- 
ties to the amount of 100,0001. 
gach. In confequence of ftriét or- 
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ders for that purpofe, he was kept 
a clofe prifoner; and Earl Temple, 
and the reft of his friends, denied 
accefs to him, until two habea/es 
were iffued, the firft having beem 
evaded by chicanery. At length, 
on Tuefday the $d of May, he was 
brought up to the bar of the Com- 
mon Pleas, where, in an appofite 
{peech, he complained of the viola- 
tion of the laws; and afferted, that 
he had been treated worfe “ than 
if he had been a Scotch rebel.” 
The court having ‘taken time to 
deliberate, he was remanded, ard 
brought up once more, on the 6th, 
when the Lord Chief Juftice, Sir 
Charles Pratt, afterwards Lord 
Camden, ordered him to be dif- 
charged. Flufhed with this victo- 
ry, in the courfe of that very night, 
he wrote a bitter and farcaftic letter 
to the two tecretaries of ftate; in 
which, after recapitulating the cir- 
cumftances relative to the feizure 


.of his papers, he demanded the re- 


ftitution of them, under the title of 
** ftolen goods,’’ and actually appli- 


ed ‘to Bow-ftreet for a warrant to 


fearch their houfes, in order to re- 
cover pofleffion of his property, 
which had been felonioufly taken 
away. It may be eafily fuppofed, 
that a magiftrate under the immedi- 
ate influence of the miniftry, refufed 
his countenance to this proceeding ; 
but recourfe was foon had to a 
higher authority, and ample {fatis- 
faction received. 

While Mr. Wilkes was yet in the 
Tower, unlawfully imprifoned, and 
unconvicted, therefore, in the eye 
of the law, fuppefed to be at once 
innocent and oppreffed, he was 
doomz2d to experience all the rigour 
of royal vengeance, having been 
actually difmiffed from his fituation 

Aas of 
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of colonel of‘ the Bucks militia, by 
a maadate*, with. which the Lord 
Tientenant reluétantly ‘complied. 
But this was not all; an attempt to 
difgrace was foon fodlowed by ano- 
ther, «calculated to-ruia him: it 
proved, howéver,: contrary to all 
human calculation, to be the bafis 
on which he ereéted the edifice os 
his future fortune. 

In the courfe of next term, an in- 
formation was filed againft him, in 


the King’s Bench, as author of the: 


North Briton, No..45; and, on the 
meeting of parliament, being-vot- 
ed “ a falfe, fcandalous, and fediti- 
ous libel,” it was ordered to be 
burned by the hands ofthe com- 
mon hangman : a’ fentence. which 
was carried into execution with 
muclicdificulty in. the city; when 
Mr. Sheriff. Harley, who difplayed 
great-neai on the occafion, was mal- 
treated, and! even wounded by the 
populace. 

Mr, Wilkes having, in his turn, 
complained to the Houfe of a breach 


of privilége, was: not only, refuted: 


redrefs, but a refolution. paffed, 
“ That the privilege of parliament 


doesnot extend to the cafe of writ-: 


ing and, publithing feditious libels, 


norjought to be,allowed to obftruct: 


the-erdinary courfe of the laws, in 


thé fteady and effectual profecution. 


of fo heinous and dangerous an of- 
fence.” 

Some. words. that paffed on this 
occafion, in conjunction with a paf- 
fage inithe Glos Exiton, occafion- 
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eda duel between Mr. Wilkes and. 
Mr, Martin, member for (Camiel= 
ford, and late feeretary tothe trea- 

fury, which took place in -Hyde-. 

Park, on the I6ih of December. 
The reprefentative of Aylefbury 

behaved with great. gallantry on. 
this occafion; and:ihe wound he re- 
ceived in the groin greatly encreaf- 

ed the number of his partifans, who 
were pleafed with his {pirit, and 

confidered him as a martyr in = 
public caufe. ij 

Soon after, he found it wane 

to retire to France; bnt this did 

not in the leaft tend to abate the -- 
vindictive ipirit of hisenemies; for 
on the 8th of January, 1764, we, 
find him expelled:\the Commons, 
and a new writ was immediately or- 
dered to be iffued for Aylefbury. 
The Houfe of Peers alfo thought 
its privileges violated, im the per- 
fon. of ‘the Bifhop of Gloucefter, 
whofe name had been» affixed: as 
editor. to’ an .obfcene pamphlet, 
printed at Mr. Wilkes’s. private 
prefs, and exhibited, a remarkable 
refentment on that account. In 
addition to this, he was found guil- 
ty; in the-court. of King’s Bench, of 
the republication of the “ North 
Briton, No. 45, with Notes,?? and 
for printing and publifhing the. 
“* Effay.on Woman.” Of -the. firfk 
of thefe productions, he |was Bvar w- 

edly the editor; but as to the fe- 
cond, which is a parody on Pope’s 
Effay on Man, he was no farther ~ 
criminal than .by allowing tyes 


» - * (Copy) 


« THE King hb. aving judged it improper that John Wilkes, Elg. thould any 
longer coutinue to’ be colonel of the militia for thé county of Buckingham, T am 
commanded to fignify His Mijefty’s pleafure' to your T vordihip, that you do forth- 
with vive the!necelfiry orders for difplacing Mt. Wilkes az an officer for tlie oe, 


« My Lord, 


tia for the county of F Buckingham. 
ao" © To the Earl Templé.® ! 


| Whitehall. May 4, 1763. 


Tamj/&2.!) : 
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2opics to be printed at his apart- 


aments. The real author was.a fon. 


of an Archbifhop of Canterbury. 
In both inftances, the works in 
queftion were obtained by the baf- 
eft fraud ; his own fervants having 
been bribed and fuborned for that 
very purpofe. 

At length a change of miniftry 
having taken place, and the parlia- 
ment being diffolved, Mr. Wiikes 
returnéd to his native country; and 
notwithitanding the terrors of an 


outlawry, actually ftood candidate: 


for the firft city in the empire, and 
only loft his election by a imall 
majority. He proved more fuccefs- 
ful in the firft county, as he was re- 
turned a knight of the fhire for Mid- 


’ wdlefex, after a great and decifive 


sconteft. 

The violated laws were, how- 
ever, {till to be atoned for; and ac- 
cordingly the new member, with 
‘his ufual intrepidity, voluntarily fur- 
rendered himfelf, in the court of 


King’s Bench, on the 20th of April, 


1768; and on Saturday morning, 
June 18th, fentence was pronoune- 
ed; in confequence of which he 
was imprifoned for twenty-two ca- 
Jendar months, and obliged to pay 
j@ fine of 10001. He found means, 
however, to get his -outlawry re- 
werfed; and this was.accomplifhed 
with lefs difficulty than had been 
expected, as Lord Mansfield, who, 
on great occafions, exhibited evi- 
dent fymptoms of -timidity, was 
alarmed at the odium attached to 
all thofe concerned in the proceed- 
ings, and did not perhaps think the 
bench itfelf, although furrounded 
by mace-bearers and tipftaves, fa- 
‘cred from the fury of an incenfed 
multitude, . ; 
No fooner was this neceflary pre- 


Aiminary atchieved, than the aétion 
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againft Lord Halifax, who had hi- 
therto pleaded the outlawry as a bar, 
was recommenced, and a verdict of 
40001. obtained.) This'fum, toge- 
ther with 10001. recovered trom 
Mr. Wood, thé Under Secretary. of 
State, and, the-amount of the ver- 


dicts, damages, and. cafts of fuit, 


were all paid out of the civil lift, by 
an exprefs order of council. 

‘To balance the victory, he was: 
doomed to fuffer a frefh profecu- 
tion. His long and rigorous im- 
prifonment having enfured the in- 
dignation of all liberal and indepen- 
dent men, and inflamed large bo- 
dies of the populace to a degree of 
frenzy little fhort of madnefs, ma- 
ny riots now took place; and St. 
George’s Fields became the feene of 
much confufion. There were two 
legal modes of proceeding: in. this: 
cafe. The firft,'moft gracious and 
affuredly moft politic, would have! 
been a fpontaneous exercife of the 
royal mercy, which, by its: exten- 
fion to the prifener, would have 
difloived the affociatioms entered in= 
to for his protection and fupport,: 


and left him without complaint, 


and confequenily without adhe- 
rents. The fecond was the confti- 
tutional employment of the civil. 
power, in order to keep the peace, 
and, in cafe of infraction, to punith 
the offenders. A third was, how-: . 
ever, recurred to, unknown to our 
ancient laws, equivocal in its naturey. 
and problematical in its application; 
this was the calling in a military 
force: a meafure ftrenuoufly re- 
commended by Lord Weymouth, 
then Secretary of State, and as 
warmly combated by, Mr.’ Wilkes. 
This produced a fecond expulfion ; 
and as one injuitice naturally leads 
to another, gave birth to the nomi- 
nation of Mr, Lutterell, now Lord 
Aad Carhampton, 
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Carhampton, as the fitting member 
for Middlefex, although Mr. Wilkes 
was duly returned by the fheriffs, 
and fairly eleéted by an immenfe 
majority. 

If he was excluded, however, 
from parliamentary,—civic honours 

oured thick upon him. While 
immured within the walls of a pri- 
fon (in 1769) he was elected alder- 
man of Farringdon Without : the 
mott confiderable and patriotic ward 
in the metropolis. Two years. af- 
terwards, he afpired to and obtain- 
ed the dignity of the fhrievalty, and 
in 1774 he was elevated to the city 
chair. In all thefe different rela- 
tions he exercifed the magifterial 
functions with great fpirit and inte- 
grity, and in the laft of them he in- 
curred frefh * debts, by fupporting 
the honour of his ftation. 

While af pl by the accufa- 
tion of minifters, the gale of popu- 
Jar attachment fet in ftrongly in his 
favour, and he was never fo great, 
or perhaps fo happy, as when af- 
flicted by the perfecution of the 
court. His caufe was fupported by 
the beft and ablef men in the king- 
dom; his debts were more than once 
paid by the generous care of his 
friends, and every immediate want 
was anticipated by the ardour of 
their bounty+. But this was not 
all: they were determined to pro- 
cure him a more permanent provi- 
fion, and accordingly ftarted him as 


a candidate for the lucrative offic’ 
of chamberlain of the city of Lon- 
don. Mr. Hopkins however pre- 
vailed, notwithftanding his charac- 
ter was tainted refpeéting fome mo- 
ney negotiations with a minor; 
and an annual conteft took place 
until his death, which occurred in 
1779, fince which period Mr. Wilkes 
occupied that fituation for the re- 
mainder of his life. 

During the whole of the Ameri- 
can war, he was a {trenuous oppofer 
of Lord North’s adminiftration, and 
heartily joined his own perfonal 
enemies in oppofing the meafures, 
and difplaying the guilt of that juft- 
ly odious ftatefman. No fooner 
was the noble Lord hunted into the 
toils, and brought within the reach 
of a punifhment, from which he ef- 
caped in confequence of the eager- 
nefs difplayed in dividing the fpoils 
of the delinquent, than Mr. Wilkes 


feized that opportunity of procur- “ 


ing juftice to the public and to him- 
felf, refpecting the Middlefex, elec- 
tion. The day this fcandalous de- 
cifion was refcinded from the jour- 
nals of the Houfe of Commons, 
may be faid to be the laft of his po- 
litical career. . Indeed, ‘from that 
moment, he feems to have fuppofed 
his miffion af an end, and in hisown 
exprefs words, to have confidered 
himfelf as “ an extinguifhed vol- 
cano !” 


In his perfon, Mr. Wilkes was 


* Thefe were the only debts incurred in the public fervice; and I underftand that 


they have been all liquidated. 


+ Among other prefents receiyed by him was a cup of sool. valuc, made by 
Mr. Stephenfon, of Ludgate-hill, on which he caufed the following lines to bg, 


engraved ; 


“ Proud Buckingham, for law too mighty grown, 
«* A patriot dagger prob’d, and from the throne 


«© Sever’d its minion. 


In fucceeding times, 


“6 May all thofe fav’rites who adopt his crimes 
‘¢ Partake his fate, and ev’ry Villars feel 
¢$ The keen deep tearchings of a Felton’s ftee!.”” 


tall, 


| 
{ 
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tall, agile, and fo very thin towards 
the latter part of his life, that his 
limbs feemed cadaverous. His com- 
plexion was fallow, and he had an 
unfortunate caft of his eyes, that 
rendered his face particularly liable 
to be caricatured. The miniftry 
of that day were fo fenfible of the 
advantages to be derived from this 
{pecies of ridicule, that Hogarth was 
actually bought off from the popu- 
lar party by means of a penfion, and 
earned a difhonourable reward by 
employing his graver in fatirifing 
his former friends. Notwithftand- 
ing the defects of his perfon, Mr. 
Wilkes at one time actually fet the 
fafhions, and introduced blue hair 
powder on his return from France, 
in 1769. - 
* Towards the latter part of his 
life he became regardlefs of his 
drefs, and his wardrobe for the laft 
fifteen years feems to have confifted 
of a faded fcarlet coat, white cloth 
waiftcoat and breeches, and a pair 
of military boots, in which he was 
accuftomed to walk three or four 
times a week, from Kenfington to 
Grofvenor-fquare, and from Grof- 
venor-{quare to Guildhall. Like 
moftt of the old fchool, he never de- 
{cended from the dignity of a cock- 
ed hat; and it is but of late that he 
abjured the long-exploded fafhion 
of wearing a gold button and loop. 
His ready wit was proverbial, 
and he never miffed an opportunity 
of being jocular at the expence of 
his colleagues. Sometimes he would 
difconcert the gravity of a city feaft 
by his fatire ; and when he told the 
late Alderman Burnell (formerly a 
bricklayer) who feemed to be una- 
ble to manage a knife in the fimple 
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operation of cutting a pudding, 
‘“‘ that he had better take his trowel 
to it,’ he fet the whole corpora- 
tion in a roar. 

_As aman of pleafure, he facrific- 
ed to his paffions, not unfrequently 
at the expence of his happinefs, and 
even of his character. The {can- 
dal attached to the Order of St. 
Francis*, of which he was a mem- 
ber, operated confiderably againit 
the influence of his politics; it is 
not a little remarkable, however, 
that men, not the moft famous for 
the chaftity of their manners, fuch 
as the Lords Sandwich and March 
(the latter is the prefent Duke of 
Queenfbury) fhould have been the 
moft eager to detect and expofe the 
follies of his loofer moments. 

It cannot be denied that his con- 
duct as a magiftrate was not only 
unexceptionable, but {pirited and 
exemplary; and as a guardian of 
the morals of the city youth, he has 
not been excelled by any of his 
predeceffors. The fame candour 
that diétates thefe obfervations, ob- 
liges the author at the fame time to 
confefs that he was dilatory in the 
produétion of the city accounts, and 
rather too attentive to the emolu- 
ments of office. 

As an author, he poffeffed the 
fingular merit of always writing to 
znd for the people. His fuccefs 
was proportionate, and he aétually 
wrote down at leaft one adminiftra- 
tion, which is more than can be 
faid of any man of the prefent age. 
His merits can only be appreciated 
by the benefits he has conferred on 
his country. It was he who firft 
taught the public to confider the 
king’s fpeech as the mere fabri- 


* The motto over the door of Medmenham abbey, mutt be allowed to have been 


extremely appropriate 5 it was “ Fajs ce que voudras.” 


cation 
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cation of his minifters, and as fuch, 
proper to be commented on; ap- 
plauded, or treated with contempt. 
By his bold and determined con- 
du& in the cafe of the city print- 
ers, he annihilated the power of 
commitment affumed by the {peak- 
er’s warrant, and rendered the ju- 
rifdiGion of the ferjéant at arms 
fubjeé to the controul of .a confta- 
ble. He punifhed defpotic fecreta- 
ries of ftatey by holding them up to 
public {corn, abolithed general war- 
rants, and obliged even Lord Mantf- 
field to declare them unlawful. But 
this was not all; he contributed to 
render an Englifhman’s houfe his 
caftle, for it is to him we are indebt- 
ed for the benefit of having our pa 
tit confidered as facred, inall cafes 

ort of high treafon. The moft 
daring miniiter muft now particu- 
Jarize his victim by name, and he 
cannot attempt to rob us of our fe- 
crets, without at the fame time en- 
deavouring to bereave us of our 
lives. 

In fhort, with all his faults, Mr. 
Wilkes poffeffed fomething more 
than the vapour of patriotifm ; he 
could face poverty and banifhment, 
defpife a jail, refift corruption, at- 
‘tack and overcome tyranny. Had 
his exiftence ceafed at the clofe of 
the American war, his memory, 
however, would have been more 
refpected; he outlived his reputa- 
tion; and, it is painful to add, that 
when he died at his daughter’s houfe 
in Grofvenor-fquare, on Tuefday 
December 27th, 1797, in the feven- 
ty-third year of his age, he was near- 
ly forgotten. Diftance blends and 

oftens the fhades of large objects : 
Time throws her mantle over petty 
defects. The prefent age already 
confeffes that he was a periecuted, 


the next will probably confider him 
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as a great man. At all events, his 
name will be connected with our 
hiftory; and if he does not occupy 
the chief place,- a niche, at Jleaft, 
will be tenanted by him in the tem~ 
ple of Fame. 


Anecdotes of Linunerman. From his 
Life by Tiffot. 
te George Zimmerman wag 
J born in December 1728, at 
Brug, a town in the German part 
of the canton of Bern. His fa- 
ther, the fenator Zimmerman, was 
born of a family which had been 
diftinguifhed, during feveral ages, 
for the merit and integrity with 
which they paffed through the firft 
offices of the government, Hig 
mother, of the name of Pache, was 
the daughter of a celebrated couns 
fellor at Morges, in the French part 
of the fame canton; which accounts 
for the circumftance of the twa 
languages being equally familiar ta 
him, though he had paffed only 4 
very fhort time in France. Youn 
Zimmerman was educated at home 
till he reached the age of fourteen, 
when he was fent to ftudy the 
belles letives at Bern. After three 
years had been thus employed, he 
was transferred to the fchool of 
philofophy; where the prolix com- 
menis on the metaphyfics of Wolf 
feem much more to have difgufted, , 
than enlightened him The death 
of both parents leaving him at lie 
berty to choofe his deftination in 
life, he determined to embrace the 
medical profeflion, and went to 
Gottingen in 1747. Here his 
countryman, the illuftrious Haller, 
took him into his own ‘houfe, di- 
rected his ftudies, and. treated hina 
asafon andafriend. Befides the 
proper 
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proper medical profeffors, Zimmer- 
man attended the mathematical and 
ery leétures, and gained a 

nowledge of” Enelifh ‘literature. 
He pailed four years in this univer- 
fity’; ‘part of the laft' of which he 
employed in experiments on the 
do@rine of irritability, firft pro- 
pofed by the Enelifh anatomif 
Gliffon, and afterwards purfued 
with fo much fuccefs by Haller. 
Zimmerman made this principle 
the fubject of his inaugural: thetis, 
in 1751; ‘and the clearnefs of ftyle 
and method with which he’exp!ain- 
ed the dodirine, with the ftrength 
of the experimental proofs by which 
he fupported it, gained him‘ great 
reputation. Our anatomical ‘read- 
ers are doubticfs acquainted with 
the controverfies which this new 
fyftem excited. Though Haller 
was generally confidered as iis au- 
thor, feveral attacks were directed 
againft Zimmerman in particular, 
which he was wife enough to dif- 
regard, leaving his facts to fpeak 
for themfelves. 

After a few months fpent in a 
tour to Hojland and France, he 
returned to Bernin 1752, where he 
was received with great cordiality. 
In this year he publifhed an accotnt 
of Haller, in a fhort letter to a 
friend, inferted in the journal of 
Neufchatel, and written in French. 
Though his only work in that lan- 

age, it has much elegance of 

yle; and it was the bafis of his 
Life of Haller which was publifhed 
at Zurich in 1755, a large 8vo, in 
German. During his flay at Bern 
he married a very amiable and cul- 
tivated lady, a relation of Haller, 
of the name of Meley, then widow 
of aM. Stek. Shortly afterward, 
the poft of public phyfician to his 
native town of Brug becoming va- 
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cant, he received an invitation to. 
occupy it; with which he complied, 
Here he earneftly devoted himfelf 
to the ftudies and duties of his pro- 
feflion; not neglecting, however, 
thofe literary purfuits which are 
neceflary to fill up the time of a: 
man of education, in a place which’ 
affords few of the refources of fuit- 
able fociety. He amufed himfelf, 
oceafionally with writing little 
pieces, which he fent to a journal 
printed at Zurich under the title 
of The Monitor. As his pleafures- 
were almoft exclufively confined to 
his family and his fludy, he here 
contraéted that real or fuppofed 
love for folitude, which gave fuch 
a colour to his writings, if not to 
his life. It feems, however, at firft 
to have been rather forced than 
natural; and to have been the fple- 
netic refource of a man who was 
never well fatisfied with the ob- 
feurity of a fituation which was 
by no means adequate to his talents 
and reputation. Jn this place, his 
years paffed on ufefully for the 
improvement of his mind; but, as 
it appears, not very happily. His 
natural fenfibility, from a want of 
objects to divert it, preyed on it- 
felf; and he was rendered miferable 
by a thoufand domeftic cares and 
anxieties, which he would have felt 
much more lightly in the tumult of 
public life. He took, however, the 
beit method in his power for relief, 
by employing his pen with affiduity 
on profeilional and literary topics. 
In 1754, he fent to the Phyfico- 
Medical Society of Bafil, a very 
good cafe of fpafmodic quincy, 
together with fome obfervations on 
the hyfteric tumours of Sydenham. 
In 1755 he compofeda fhort poem, 
in German, on the earthquake of 
Lilkon; which was wuch efteemed 


by 
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by adequate judges, and placed him 
among the earlieft improvers of that 
Ianguage. In 1756 appeared his 
firft Effay on Solitude: a very fhort 
performance. Two years after- 
ward, he began to enlarge its plan, 
and to colleé materials for his more 
extended publication on this fub- 
jea. He alfo formed the plan of 
his work on the Experience of 
Medicine, of which the firft volume 
appeared in 1763. In 1758 he 
publifhed his Effay on National 
Pride, which paffed with rapidity 
through feveral editions, and was 


tranflated into foreign languages, | 


and much admired. In this per- 
formance is one of thofe predictions 
of an approaching revolution in 
Europe, which are to be found in 
various. works of literature—but, 
as M. Tiffot thinks, nowhere with 
more fagacity and exactnefs. “ The 
univerfal fpread of light and philo- 
fophy, the vices demonftrated in 
the exifting mode of thinking, the 
attacks on received prejudices, all 
thew a boldnefs in opinion which 
announces a revolution; and this 
revolution will be happy if it be 
directed by political wifdom and 
fubmiffion to the laws of the ftate: 
but, fhould it degenerate into cri- 
minal audacity, it will coit to fome 
their property, to others their li- 
berty, to many their life.” 
Notwithftanding a copious medi- 
cal practice, now extended by many 
foreign confultations, and the liter- 
ary employment of his le’fure, Zim- 
merman’s difcontent with his fitua- 
tion was fuch, that his friends, and 
particularly his prefent Liographer, 
made various efforts to procure him 
anew eftablifhment; none of which 
were as yet fuccefsful. 1i appears, 


indeed, that his own irrefolution, 
and a kind of timidity which always 
adhered to him, were the principal 
obftacles in fome inftances. Mean- 
time, however, he did not ceafe to 
lay the folid foundations of more 
extenfive fame by profeffional writ- 
ings. An epidemic fever, which 
reigned in Switzerland in the years 
1763, 4, and 5, and which in the 
latter year changed to a dyfentery, 
furnifhed him with a copious ftore 
of obfervations, and produced his 
Treatife on the Dyfentery, which 
gained him great reputation. This 
was the lait confiderable medical 
work that he compofed, though he 
continued to write fhort pieces on 
occafional topics. It fhould not 
be omitted that his cordial friend, 


_M. Tiffot, by addreffing to him his 


ewn letters on the prevailing epi- 
demic, contributed to extend his 
profeffional fame. At length, the 
vacant poft of Phyfician to the 
King of England at Hanover, which 
had been offered to M. Tiffot, was 
by his intereft procured for Zim- 
merman ; and beirg accepted, he 
removed to Hanover in 1768. 

This new fituation, however, was 
far from producing the acceffion of 
happinefs which was expected from 
if. 

A few days after his arrival, he 
joft the lord of the regency who 
was moft attached to him. The 
diforder, of which he firft felt the 
commencement while he refided 
at Brug *, conftantly increafed, 
and was accompanied with acute 
pains, which fometimes rendered 
irkfome the execution of his duty. 
The jealoufy of a colleague, now 
dead, caufed hima number of thofe 
flight irritations which he would 


% This appears to have been a fpecies of hernia. 
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not have felt when in health, but 
which the ftate of his nerves now 
rendered almoft infupportable. 
Some perfons thought he would do 
any thing to conciliate their good- 
will, and would have had him every 
Moment with them. “ Women 
who drank coffee with George II. 
perfuade themfelves that I ought 
to beat their command, as I fhould 
have been at his.” They would 
have made him their flave; and this 
was a part not adapted for him. 
He knew that it was for the difeafe, 
not the patient, to regulate the 
number and the hours of a phyfici- 
an’s vifits; and he always acted on 
this principle: but the perfons 
whofe caprices he thwarted did not 
‘take pains to make his abode agree- 
able. The health of his wife, 
’ which always determined his own, 
declined rapidly ; while that of his 
children, which had never been 
ftrong, did not become fo. Luck- 
ily, the public confidence foon forc- 
ed him to a continued occupation, 
which is the fureit refource againft 
uneafinefs. His patients in Han- 
over, confultations from all the 
north, and patients who themfelves 
came to confult him, at length dif- 
pelled his melancholy. 

In 1770, he had the misfortune 
of lofing his wife; a deprivation 
which touched him moft fenfibly ; 
and at the fame time hjs own com- 

laint grew worfe. His friend Tif- 
ot advifed him to feek the bett 
chirurgicel affiftance, and perfuaded 
him, in 1771, to go to Berlin and 
put himfelf under the care of the 
celebrated Meckel. He was re- 
ceived into this furgeon’s houfe ; 
and an operation was performed 
which fucceeded. The time of his 
convalefcence ‘was. one of the moft 
agrecable in his life. He madea 
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number of acquaintances among 
diftinguifhed characters at Berlin, 
was prefented to the king, and was 
honoured with particular notice 
from him. His reception on his 
return to Hanover was equally 
pleafing. He now again plunged 
into bufinefs, and again domettie 
and profeffional cares brought orm 
hypochondriacal complaints. In 
1775, by way of vacation, he made 
a journey to Laufanne, where his 
daughter was placed for education, 
and pafied five weeks with M. 
Tiffot. 

M. Zimmerman was unhappy in 
the fate of his children. His ami- 
able daughter, whom he moft ten- 
derly loved, fell into a lingering 
malady foon after fhe had left Lau- 
fanne, which continued five years, 
and then carried her off ;—while 
his fon, who was from infancy 
troubled. with an acrid humour, 
after various viciffitudes of nervous 
affections, fettled in perfeét idiocy ; 
in which ftate he has now remained 
twenty years. To alleviate thefe 
diftreffes, a fecond marriage pro- 
perly occurred to the minds of his 
friends, and they chofe for him 
a moft fuitable companion, in the 
daughter of M. de Berger, king’s 
phyfician at Lunenburg. The 
union took place in 1782, and _ 
proved the greateft charm and fup- 
port of all his remaining life. His 
lady was thirty years younger than 
him, but fhe perfectly accommo- 


dated herfelf to his tafte, and in- 


duced him to cultivate fociety 
abroad and at home more than h¢ 
had hitherto done. About this 
time, he employed himfelf in com- 
pleting his tavourite work on Soll- 
tude ; which, at the diftance of 
thirty years from the publication of 
the firft effay on the fubject, ap- 

peared 
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peared in.its new form in the years 
1784and 1786, in 4 vols. His ideas 
of. folitude .had probably.. been 
foftened by fo long an, intercourfe 
with the, world; and as.he now 

efined it.‘¢ that ftate of the foul 
in which it abandons itfelf freely 
to its reflections,” it was not nccel- 
fary to become either a monk‘ or 
an anchorite inorder to partake of 
its benefits. Had it not been pre- 
fented. under fo accommodating a 
form, a philofopher might have 
{miled at the circumftance of a re- 
commendation .of folitude from a 
court-phyfician, becoming the fa- 
vourite work, of one, of the. moft 
{plendid and ambitious of crowned 
heads. The Emprefs of Ruffia 
fent her exprefs thanks to the au- 
thor for. the pleafure which fhe had 
derived from the work, accompa- 
nied with a magnificent prefent, 
and commenced with hima regu- 
lar corref{pondence, which fubfitted 
with great freedom on her part tiil 
1792; when fhe fuddenly dropped 
it. Shealfo gave him an invitation 
to fetile at Peterfburgh as her firft 
phyfician ; and, on his declining the 
offer, fhe requefted his recommen- 

ation of medical praétitioners for 
her towns and armies, and confer- 
red on him the Order of Wlado- 
ME. \.¢ 
One of the moft, diftinguithed 
incidents of his life was the fum- 
mons which he received {(o attend 
the great Frederic in his laft illnefs, 
in 1786. It was at once evident 
that there was no room for the ex- 
ercife cf his medical fkill: but he 
improyed the opportunity: which 
he thus enjoyed cf confidential in- 
tercourfe with that illuftrious cha- 
wacter, whofe mental faculties were 
pre-eminent to the laft;. and he 
derived from it the materials of an 
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interefting narrative, which he af+ 
terward publifhed. The partiality 
of this prince in his favour naturally 
difvefed him to a reciprocal good 
opinion of, the monarch; and-in 
1788 he publithed a Defence! of 
Frederic the Great againft,, the 
Count de: Mirabeau; which, in 
1790, was followed by Fragments 
on Frederic the Great, in 3 vols. 
12mo. All his publications, rela- 
tive to this king, gave offence to 
many individuals, and fubjected 
him to fevere criticifm ; which-he 
felt with far more fenfibility than 
confifted with his peace of mind, 
His religious and political opinions 
likewife, in his latter years, began 
to be in wide contradiction with 
the principles that were afliduoufly 
propagated all-over Europe; and 
this added perpetual fuel to his 
irritability.. .The Society of the 
Illuminated, coalefced with that of 
Free Mafons, rofe about this time 
in Germany, and excited the moft 
violent commotions among men of 
letters and reflection. It was fup- 
pofed to have in view nothing lefs 
than the abolition of chriftianity, 
and the fubverfion of all conftitut- 
ed authorities; and while its par- 
tizans expected from it the moft 
beneficial reforms of every kind, 
its opponents dreaded from it every 
mifchief that could poffibly happen 
to mankind. Zimmerman, who-is 
reprefented by his friend as a hun- 
ter of fects, was among the firft 
who took alarm at this formidable 
affociation. His regard for religion 
and focial order, and perhaps his 
connexions with crowned heads, 
caufed him to fee in the moft ob- 
noxious light all. the principles of 
thefe new philofophers. He at- 
tacked them with vigour, formed 
counter aflociations with other men 
0. 
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f letters, and at lencth tooka ftep 
which we leave his friends to juf- 
tify,—that of addreffing to the Em- 
eror Leopold a memoir, painting 
n the ftrongeit colouring the per- 
nicious’ maxims of the feet, and 
fuggefting the means of fuppreff- 
ing it; means which we underftand 
to have depended on the decifive 
interference of civil authofity. 
Leopold, who was well inclined to 
fuch meafures, received his memoir 
very gracivufly, and fent him a let- 
ter and {plendid prefent in return: 
but his death, foon afterward, de- 
hi the caufe of its moft power- 
ul protector. M. Zimmerman, 
however, in conjunétion with M. 
Hoffman of Vienna, who ‘had in- 
ftituted a periodical work on the 
old principles, did not relax in their 
veal. They attacked and were at- 
tacked in turn; and Zimmerman, 
tnfortunately, embroiled himfelf 
with the courts of law by a paper 
ublifhed in Hoffman’s journal, 
intitled “‘ The Baron de Knigge un- 
maiked as an illuminate, democrat, 
and feducer of the people.’’ As this 
charge was in part founded on a 
work not openly avowed by the’ 
Baron, a procefs was inftituted 
againft Zimmerman as a libeller, 
and he was unable to exculpate 
himfelf. This ftate of warfare may 
well be imagined to be extremely 
unfriendly to an irritable fyftem of 
nerves; and the agitation of the 
Doétor’s mind was farther increafed 
by his perfonal fearson the approach 
of the French towards the eleétor- 
ate of Hanover,in 1794. The idea 
of becéming a poor emigrant per- 
petually haunted him; nor could 
the negotiation that fecured the 
country reftore him to tranquillity. 
From the month of November 
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he had loft fldep, appetite, ftrength, 
and flefh. This ftate of decline. 
continually advanced. . In January 
he ftill paid fome vifits in his car- 
riage, but often fainted at the top 
of the ftaircafe. Writing a recipe 
was 2 labour to him; he complain-. 
ed fometimes of confufion in his 
head, and at length quitied all bufi- 
nefs. This was at firft deemed an 
hypochondriac fancy, but it was 
foon perceived that a fettled me- 
lancholy did not permit him long 
to follow the train of his ideas. 
That happened to him which has 
Banpeled! to fo many men of ge~ 
nius: one ftrong idea obtained the 
afcendancy over all the reft, and 
fubdued the foul, which was unable’ 
to remove it out of fight. Preferv~ 
ing ail his prefence of mind, and 
the clearnefs of his conceptions om 
all other objects, but no longer 
chufing to occupy himfelf with 
them, incapable of ‘all labour, and 
not giving even his advice without 
difficulty, he continually faw the 
enemy plundering his houfe, as 
Paichal always faw a globe of fire 
at his fide; Bonnet, an honeft man 
robbing him; and Spinello, the De- 
vil ftlanding oppofite to’ him.» He 
ufed fome remedies, and took a 
journey; butalltono purpofe. He 
re-entered his houfe with the fame 
idea with which he had quitted it;' 
perfuaded himfelf that he faw it 
pillaged; and fancied that he was: 
entirely ruined. ; 

This notion impreffed him fo; 
ftrongly, that his abftinence from 
food at laft was partly attributed to 
his fear of poverty. He was worm 
away to a fkeleton, became decre~ 
pid, and at fixty-fix died of old 
age. He expired Odober 7th, 
19952 : 
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Anecdotes of Baron Bornf, the celebrated 
Bohemian Chymiji. 

From Townfon’s Travels in Hungary, 
4to, f. 410. 


HE Baron was born at Carlf- 
burg in Tranfylvania, of a 
noble family, came early in life to 
Vienna, and ftudied under the Jefu- 
its; who, no doubt, perceiving in 
himmore than common abilities,and 
that he would one day be an honour 
to their order, prevailed on.him to 
enter intoit; but of this fociety he 
was amember only for about a year 
and a half. He then left Vienna 
and went to Prague, where, as it is 
the cuftom in Germany, he ftudied 
the law. As foon as he had com- 
pleted his ftudies, he made a tour 
through apart of Germany, Hol- 
land, the Netherlands, and France ; 
and returning to Prague, he engag- 
ed in the ftudies of natural hiftory, 
mining, and their connected branch- 
es; and in 1770 he was received in- 
to the department of the mines and 
mint at Prague. As we learn from 
his letters, this year he made a tour, 
and vifited the principal mines of 
Hungary and Tranfylvania, and 
during it kept up a correfpondence 
with the celebrated Ferber, who in 
1774 publifhed his letters. It was 
in this tour that he fo nearly lof his 
life, and where he was {truck with 
that difeafe which embittered the 
reft of his days, and which was only 
rendered fupportable by a ftrong 
philofophic mind and active difpo- 
fition. 

It was at Felfo-Banya where he 
met with this misfortune, as appears 
from his eighteenth letter to Mr, 
Ferber. He defcended here into a 
mine where fire was ufed to detach 
the ore, to obferve the efficacy of 
this means, too foon after the fire 
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had been extinguifhed, and whilft 
the mine was full of arfenical va- 
pours raifed by the heat. “ My long 
filence,’’ fays he to his friend Fer- 
ber, “is the confequence of an un- 
lucky accident, which had almoft 
coit me my life. I defcended the 
great mine to fee the manner. of 
applying the fire, and its effects on 
the mine, when the fire. was hardly 
extinét, and the mine was full of 
{moke.”? How greatly he fuffered 
in his health by this accident ap- 
pears from his letter which we men- 
tioned when we fpoke of Tokay ; 
where it will be remembered he 
complained that he could hardly 
bear the motion of his carriage. — 
Upon this misfortune he haftened 
to Vienna. After this he was ap- 
pointed at Prague counfellor of the 
mines. In 1771 he publithed a 
{mall work of the Jefuit Poda, on 
the machinery ufed about mines; 
and the next year his Lithophylacinm 
Borneanum. This is the catalogue 
of his collection of foffils which 
he afterwards difpofed of to the 
Honourable Mr. Greville. This 
work drew on him the attention of 
mineralogifts, and brought him in- 
to correfpondence with the firft men 
in this line. He was now made a 
member of the Royal Societies of 
Stockholm, Vienna, and Padua; 
and in 1774 the fame honour was 
conferred on him by the Royal So- 
ciety of London. 

During his refidence in Bohemia, 
he did not apply himfelf to the bu- 
finefs of his charge alone; but his 
active difpofition induced him to 
feck for opportunities of extending 
knowledge, and of being ufeful to 
the world. He took a part in the 
work entitled Portraits of the Learned 
Men and Artifis of Bohemia and Mora- 
vias He was likewife concerned in 

the 
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the Afa Literaria Bohemiz &F Mora- 
wre; and the editor of the latter 
publicly acknowledges in the pre- 
face to it, how much Bohemian li- 
terature is indebted to him. Prague 
and Vienna were both without a 
public cabinet for the ufe of the 
ftudents: it was at his inftigation 
that government was induced to 
form one; and he himfelf affifted by 
his contributions and his labours. 
In 1775 he laid the foundation ofa 
literary fociety ; which publifhed fe- 
veral volumes, under the title of 
Memoirs of a Private Society in Bohemia. 

His fame reaching the Emprefs 
Mary Therefa, in 1776 fhe called 
him to Vienna to arrange and de- 
fcribé the imperial collection: and 
about two years after, he publifhed 
the fplendid work containing the 
Conchology: in the execution of 
this, I believe he had fome affift- 
ance. The Emprefs defrayed the 
expences for a certain number of 
copies. On the death of this pa- 
tron the work was difcontinued, her 
fucceffor; the Emperor Jofeph, not 
favouring the undertaking. He had 
likewife the honour of inftructing 
the Archduchefs Maria Anna in 
natural hiftory, who was partial to 
this entertaining ftudy ; and he 
formed and arranged for hera neat 
mufeum. In 1779 he was raifed to 
the office of Actual Counfellor of 
the Court Chamber, in the depart- 
ment of the mines and mint. This 
office detained him conftantly in 
Vienna, and engaged the chief part 
of his time. 

The confequences of his misfor- 
tune at Felfo-Banya began now to 
be felt in the fevereft manner; he 
was attacked with the moft excru- 
ciating colics, which rofe to fuch a 
degree as to threaten a fpeedy ter- 
mination of his life and miferies. 
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In this depth of torment he had re. 
courfe to the ufual calmer of bodily: 
pain, opium; and a large portion of 
this being placed by the fide of him, 
which he was ordered only to take 
in {mall dofes;—once brorght to 
defperation through the intenfity 
of his pain, he {fwallowed it at one . 
draught. This brought ona lethar- 
gy, which lafted four-and-twenty 
hours; but when he awoke he was 
free of -his pains. The diforder 
now attacked his legs and feet, par- 
ticularly his right leg, and in this 
he was lame for the reft of his life. 
Sometimes the lamenefs was accom- 
panied by. pain, fometimes not. 
But his feet by degrees withered, 
and he was obliged to fit or lie, or 
lean upon a fopha; though fome- 
times he was fo well as to be able 
to fit upon a ftcol, but.not to move 
from one room to another without 
affiftance. 

His free and aéttive genius led 
him to intereft himfelf in all the 
occurrences of the times, and te 
take an active part in all the inftitue 
tions and plans for enlightening 
and reforming mankind. With 
thefe benevolent intentions, he 
formed conneétions with the free 
mafons, whofe views in this part of 
the world were fomething more 
than eating and drinking, as may 
be conjeétured by the laws and re- 
gulations made againft mafonry by 
the Emperor Jofeph. Under The- 
refa, this order was obliged to keep 
itfelf very fecret in Auftria; but 
Jofeph, on his coming to the throne, 
tolerated it; and the Baron founded 
in the Auftrian metropolis a lodge 
called the True Concord. This 
was no card club, or affociation for 
eating and drinking, where the lead- 
ing members were chofen by their 
capacity for taking in folids and li- 
quids, 
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quids, and where a good fong was 
confidered as a firft rate qualifica- 
tion; but a fociety of learned men, 
whofe lodge was a place of rendez- 
vous for the literati of the capital. 
No doubt the obftacles thefe gen- 
tlemen would find to the progrefs 
of {cience and ufeful knowledge, in 
the church hierarchy, and in the 
cabals of courtiers, would draw their 
attention to political fubjeéts ; and 
fubjeéts were really difcuffed here 
which the church had forbid to be 
fpoken of, and whichthe government 
muft have wifhed not to be thought 
of. Attheir meetings, differtations 
on fome fubject of hiftory, ethics, or 
moral philofophy, were read by the 
members; and commonly fome- 
thing on the hiftory of ancient and 
modern myfteries, and fecret focie- 
ties. Thefe were «‘terwards pub- 
lifhed in the Diary for Free Ma- 
fons, for the ufe of the initiated, 
and not for public fale. In the 
winter they met occafionally, and 
held more public difcourfes, to 
which the members of the other 
lodges were allowed accefs. As 
molt of the learned of Vienna be- 
longed to this lodge, it was very na- 
tural to fuppofe that many of the 
differtations read here were not 
quite within the limits of the origi- 
nal plan of the fociety. It was 
thefe differtations, I believe, which 
gaverife to another periodical work, 


entitled, Plyfcalifche Arbeiten der ein- 


trachtigen Freunde in Wien, which was 
continued for fome time by the 
Baron and his brother mafons. He 
was likewife active in extirpating 
fuperititions of various kinds which 
had crept into the other lodges, and 
equally zealous in giving to thefe 
focieties fuch an organization as 
might render them ufeful to the 
public. 


The Baron, and many others of 
his lodge, belonged to the fociety of 
the Hluminated. This was no dif- 
honour to him: the views of this 
order, at leaft at firft, feem to have 
been commendable; they were the 
improvement of mankind, not the 
deftruétion of fociety. Such infti- 
tutions are only ufeful or dange- 
rous, and to be approved of or con~ 
demned, according to the ftate of 
fociety ; and this was before the 
French revolution, and in a coun- 
try lefs enlightened than almoft any 
other part of Germany. So zea- 
lous a friend was he to them, that 
when the Ele&tor of Bavaria order- 
ed all thofe in his fervice to quit 
this order, he was fo difpleafed that 
he returned the academy of Municlr 
the diploma they had fent him om 
their receiving him amongft thems 
publicly avowed his attachment to 
the order, and thought it proper to: 
break off all further conne¢tion with 
Bavaria as a member of its literary 
fociety. The free mafons did not 
long retain the patronage of their — 
fovereign : the Emperor Jo‘zph 
foon became jealous of their influ- 
ence, and put them under fuch ree 
ftrictions, and clogged them with 
fuch incumbrances, as to amount 
almott to a prohibition; and as fuch 
they ¢éted, for the fociety found it 
neceflary to diffolve. 

What raifed the Baron fo high 
in the public opinion, was his know~ 
ledge of mineralogy, and’ his fuc- 
cef{sful experiments in metallurgy, 
and principally in the procefs of 
amalgamation. The ufe of quickfil- 
ver in extracting the noble metals 
from their ores, was-not a difcovery 
of the Baron’s, nor of the century 
in which helived; yet he extended 
fo for its application in metallurgy, 
as to form a brilliant epoch in rex 

mo 
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moft important art. After he had 
at great expence made many pri- 
vate experiments, and was convinc- 
ed of the utility of his method, he 

_ daid before the Emperor an account 
of his difcevery ; who gave orders 
that a decifive experiment on a large 
quantity of ore fhould be made at 
Schemnitz in Hungary. To fee 
this, he invited many of the moft 

~celebrated chymifts and metallur- 
gifts of Europe ; and Ferber, Elhu- 
jer, Charpentier, Trebra, Poda, and 
many more were prefent, and ap- 
proved of his invention. On this 

—_ approbation, he publifhed, 

y order of the Emperor, his Trea- 
tife on the Proce/s of Amalgamation, 
with a great many engravings of 
the requifite inftruments and ma- 
chinery. To fuppofe that his fuc- 
cefs, whilft it brought him fame and 
emolument, did not draw upon him 
the envy and ill-will of many of his 
brother metallurgifts and affociates 
in office, would {how a great igno- 
Fance of what is daily pailing in 
common life. Envy has its thare 
€ven in maintaining order in foci- 
ety: it is this which tends to keep 
the great from rifing higher, whilit 
a contrary paflion lifts up the little, 
or prevents them from falling {till 
lower. 

_ Though great cabals were raifed 
againit him, and againft the intro- 
duction of his method, yet the ad- 
vantages of it in many cafes were 
fo very evident, that the Emperor 
ordered it to be ufed in his Hunga- 
sian mines; and, as a recompenfe 
for his difcovery, gave him for ten 
years the third part of the favings 
arifing from its application, and four 
per cent. of this third part for the 
next twenty years. Even this did 
not defend him from being haraffed 
by his enemies; obftacles were {till 
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thrown in the way to prevent the 
introduction and fuccefs of his dif- 
covery, and to defraud him of his 
well-earned recompenfe- 

Though he fuffered very much 
in the latter part of his life, yet this 
did not prevent him from continu- 
ing his literary purfuits. In 1790 
he publifhed his Catalogue Methodique 
raifonné of the colleétion of foflils of 
Mifs Raab, which had been chiefly 
formed by his donations, This 
work, elegantly printed in two vo- 
lumes, was. well received by the 
public; —and he was writing the 
Foafiz Leopoldini, and a mineralogical 
work, when death put an end to his 
ufeful life, and to his fufferings. 

Netwithftanding the varied ad- 
vice of his phyficians, his difcafe 
continued. In fuch a ftate quacks 
find eafy accefs'to the fick. Who is 
not then ready to feize the noftrum 
of the bold pretender? One of ihefe 
gave him a deco¢tion which foon 
calmed his fufferings, and which he 
was affured would cure him in a few 
weeks. He continued the ufe of 
this for the laft five months of his 


‘life: it really diminifhed his pains 5 


but his friends obferved that his 
cheerfulnefs, which hitherto had not 
left him, diminifhed likewife, and 
that fpafms often attacked his up- 
per limbs. On the 21ft of July, 
1791, he was feized with fpafms and 
cold; the former foon fubfided on 
friction, but he loft his fpeeche On 
the fubfequent days he had diffe- 
rent attacks till the 28th, when he 
found himfelf better; but he was 
foon- attacked again with fpafims, 
and in thefe he expired. 

Born was of a middle fize and de- 
licateconftitution, dark complexion, 
black hair, and large black eye- 
brows. Wit and fatire, and a quick 
comprehenfion, were marked in his 

Bb2 eyes 5 
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eyes ; and his lively and penetrating 
genius appeared in his countenance, 
Befides being a good Latin claflic, 
he was mafter of moft European 
languages of note, and poffefied a 
deal of general information nowife 
connected with thofe branches of 
{cience required in his profeffion. 
He was a great wit and fatirift, and 
a good companion, even under the 
fufferings of bodily pain. His too 
liberal and unguarded ufe of fatire 
made him many enemies. In_ his 
youthful days he wrote the Staats 
Peruicke for the amufement of his 
friends ; this was afterwards publifh- 
ed without his knowledge. But 
nothing fhows more his talent for 
fatire than his Monacholgia, which 
he publifhed in 1783, juft when the 
Emperor Jofeph was making his 
reforms in the church. Indeed, at 
any other time fuch a fevere fatire 
on the monks would not have been 
permitted. They are charatterif- 
ed thus: 
“¢ Monachus. 

_ “ Deferiptio. — Animal avarum, 
foetidum, immundum, fiticulofum, 
iners, inediam potius tolerans quam 
laborem ;—vivunt ¢ rapina & quef- 
tu; mundum fui tantum caufa crea- 
tum effe. predicant; coeunt clan- 
deftine, nuptias non celebrant, foe- 
tus exponunt; in propriam {peciem 
feviunt, & hoftem ex infidiis aggre- 


diuntur. U/us. ‘Terre pondus in- 
utile. Fruges confumere nati.”— 


And upon the order of Dominicans 
he fays—‘ Eximio olfadu_pollet, 
vinum & hzrefin* e longinquo odo- 
rat. Efurit femper polyphagus. Ju- 
niores fame probantur. Veterani, 
relegata omni cura & occupatione, 
gulz indulgent, cibis fucculentis 
nutiiuatur, moiliter cubant, tepide 


quiefcunt, fomnum protrahunt, & 
ex fuis dizeta curant, ut efca omnis 
in adipem tranfeat, lardumque adi- 
pifcantur: hinc abdomen prolixum 
paffim prefeferunt; fenes ventri- 
cofi maxime zftimantur. Virgini- 
tatis facre ofores in venerem vols 
givagam proni ruunt. Generi hu- 
mano & fanz rationi infeftiffima 
fpecies, in cujus creatione non fe 
jactavit auctor nature.” 

The Archbifhop of Vienna com- 
plained to the Emperor againft this 
work; who replied, that it was only 
the idle and ufelefs part of the {pi- 
ritual order which was attacked. 
This was feconded by his Defenfo 
Phyfophili; and to this facceeded hig 
Anatomia Monachi. He wrote like- 
wife a fatire on Father Hell, the 
aftronomer, by publifhing a long 
Latin advertifement, full of irony, 
announcing a book written againft 
the free mafons, in the name of this 
learned Jefuit. 

It muft not be forgotten, that his 
houfe was always open to the tra- 
veiling literati who vifited ‘Vienna ; 
and that unproteéted genius was al- 
ways fure to find in him a friend 
and patron. He carried this pers 
haps too far, fo far as to ruin his 
eftate: probably the expectation of 
receiving a large income from the 
amalgamation, made him lefs atten- 
tive to ceconomy in his domeftic 
concerns; though I believe his in- 
folvency was chiefly owing to ufu- 
rers and money-lenders, to whom 
he was obliged to have recourfe to. 
carry on his expenfive projects. 
Through thefe, though his patrimo- 
ny was very confiderable, he died 
greatly in debt: this is the more to 
be lamented, as he left a wife and 
two daughters. 


* As being inquifitors.- 
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On, the Nature of the Diamond. By 
Smithfon Tennant, E/q. F. R. 8. 


From the Philofophical Tranfaéions of 
the Royal Society of Lendon. 


IIR Ifaac Newton having ob- 

ferved that inflammable bodies 
had a greater refraction, in propor- 
tion to their denfity, than other 
bodies, and that the diamond re- 
fembled them in this property, 
was induced to conjecture that 
the diamond was of an inflam- 
mable nature. The inflammable 
fubftances which he employed 
were, camphire, oil of turpentine, 
oil of olives, and amber; _ thefe 
he called “ fat, fulphureous, unétu- 
ous bodies;” and, ufing the fame 
expreflion refpecting the diamond, 
he fays, it is probably “an unétu- 
ous body coagulated.”” This re- 
markable conjecture of Sir Ifaac 
Newton has been fince confirmed 
by repeated experiments. It was 
found that, though the diamond 
was capable of refifting the effects 
of a violent heat when the air was 
carefully excluded, yet that, on 
being expofed to the action of heat 
and air, it might be entirely con- 
fumed. But, as the fole obje& of 
thefe experiments was to afcertain 
the inflammable nature of the dia- 
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mond, no attention was paid to the 
roduéts afforded by its combuftion ; 
and it ftill, therefore, remained to 
be determined, whether the dia- 
mond was a diftiné& fubftance, or 
one of the known inflammable 
bodies; nor was any attempt made 
to decide this queftion, till M. La- 
voifier, in 1772, undertook a feries 
of experiments: for this purpofe. 
He expofed the diamond to the 
heat produced by a large lens, and 
was thus enabled to burn it in clofe 
glafs-veffels. | He obferved, that 
the air in which the inflammation 
had taken place had become partly 
foluble in water, and precipitated 
from lime-water a white powder, 
which appeared to be chalk, being 
foluble in acids, with effervefcence. 
As M. Lavoifier feems to have had 
littke doubt that this precipitation 
was occafioned by the production 
of fixed air, fimilar to that which is 
afforded by calcareous fubftances, 
he might, as we know at prefent, 
have inferred that the diamond 
contained charcoal; but the rela- 
tion between that fubftance and 
fixed air was then too imperfectly 
underftood to juftify this conclufion, 
Though he obferved the refem- 
blance of charcoal to the diamond, 
yet he thought that nothing more 
could be réafonably deduced from 
b3 their 
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their analogy, than that each of 
thofe fubftances belonged to the 
clafs of inflammable bodies. 

As the nature of the diamond is 
fo extremely fingular, it feemed 
deferving of farther examination ; 
and it will appear, from the follow - 
ing expetiments, that’ it confifts 
entirely of charcoal, differing from 
the ufual ftate of that fubftance only 
by its cryftallized form. From the 
extreme hardnefs of the diamond, 
a ftronger degree of heat is required 
to inflame it when expofed merely 
to air, than’can eafily be applied in 

-Clofe vefiels, except by means of a 
ftrong burning lens ; but with nitre 
its combuftion may be effeéted in 
a moderate heat. To expofe it to 
the action of heated nitre, free from 
extraneous matters, I procured a 
tube of gold, which, by having one 
end clofed, might ferve the purpofe 
of a retort; a glafs tube being 
adapted to ‘the open end, for col- 
leéting the air produced. To be 

' Certain that:the gold veffel was per- 
feétly clofed, and that it did not 
contain any unperceived impurities 
which could occafion the produétion 
of fixed air, fome nitre was heated 
in it: till:it had become alkaline, 
and afterwards diffolved out by 
water; but the folution was per- 
dedtly free from fixed air, .as it did 
not affect the tranfparancy of lime- 
water. When: the diamond was 
deftroyed in the gold veflel by ni- 
tre; the fubftance which remained 
precipitated lime from lime-water; 
and, with acids, afforded nitrous 
vand fixed air; and it appeared fole- 
-ly to confift of nitre, partly decom- 
~pofed, and of aérated alkali. 
~ In order to eftimate the quantity 
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of fixed air which might be obtain- 
ed from a given weight of diamonds; 
two grains and a half of fmall dia- 
monds were weighed with great ac- 
curacy, and, being put into the 
tube, with a quarter of an ounce of 
nitre, were kept in a ftrong red 
heat for about an hour and a half. 
The heat being gradually increafed, 
the nitre was in fome degree ren- 
dered alkaline before the diamonds 
began to be inflamed; by which 
means almoft all the fixed air was 
retained by the alkali of the nitre. 
The air which came over was pro- 
duced by the decompofition of thé 
nitre, and contained fo little fixed 
air as to occafion only a very flight 
precipitation from lime-water. Af- 
ter the tube had grown cold, the 
alkaline matter contained ‘in it was 
diffolved in water, and the whole 
of the diamonds were found to have 
been deftroyed. As an acid would 
difengage nitrous air from this folu- 
tion, as well as the fixed air, the 
quantity of the latter could not, in 
that manner, be accurately deter- 
mined. To obviate this incon- 
veniency, the fixed air was’made to 
unite with -calcareous’ earth, by’ 
pouring into the alkaline folution 
a fufficient quantity of a faturated 
folution of marble in marine acid. 
The vefiel which contained them, 
being clofed, was left undifturbed. 
till the precipitate had fallen to the 
bottom ; the folution having been 
previoufly heated, that it might 
fubfide more perfeétly. The clear 
liquor being found, by means of 
lime-water, to be quite free from 
fixed air, was carefully poured off 
from the calcareous precipitate *. 
The veffel which was ufed on this 


much water had remained, a confiderable portion of the fixedair would have 


been abforbed by it. Bur, by the fame methed as that defcribed above; I obferved, 
“that as much fixed air might be obtained froma folution of mineral alkali, as by 


adding an <cid to an equal quantity of the fame kind of alkali, 


occafion 
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accafion was a glafs globe, having a 
tube annexed to it, that the quan- 
tity of the fixed air might be more 
accurately meafured. After as 
much quickfilver had been poured 
into ,the glafs globe containing the 
calcareous precipitate as was necef- 
fary to fill it, it was inverted in a 
veffel of the fame fiuid. Some ma- 
rine acid being thea made to pafs 
up into it, the fixed air was expel- 
Jed from the calcareousearth; and, 
in this experiment, in which two 
grains and a half of diamonds had 
been employed, occupied the {pace 
of little more than 10.1 ounces of 
water. 

The temperature of the room, 
when the air was meafured, was at 
55°, and the barometer ftood at 
about 29.8 inches. 

From another experiment, made 
ina fimilar manner, with one grain 
and a half of diamonds, the air which 
was obtained occupied the {pace of 
6.18 ounces of water; according 
to which proportion, the bulk of 
the fixed air from two grains and a 
half would have been equal to 10.3 
ounces. 

The quantity of fixed air which 
was thus produced by the diamond, 
does not differ much from that 
which, according to M. Lavoifier, 

might be obtained from an equal 
weight of charcoal. In the me- 
moirs of the French Academy of 
Sciences for the year 1781, he has 
related the various experiments 
which he made to afcertain the 
oportion of charcoal and oxygen 
in fixed air. From thofe which he 
confidered as moft accurate, he con- 
cluded, that 100 parts of fixed air 
contain nearly 28 parts of charcoal, 
and 72 of oxygen. He eftimates 
the weight of a cubic inch of fixed 
air, under the preffure and in the 
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temperature above mentioned, to 

be 695 parts of a grain. If we re- 

duce the French weights and mea- 

fures to Englifh, and then compute » 
how much fixed air, according to 

this proportion, two grains and a 

half of charcoal would produce, we 

fhall find that it ought to occupy 

very nearly the bulk of 10 ouncg¢s: - 
of water. 

M. Lavoifier feems to have 
thought that the aérial fluid, pro- 
duced by the combuftion of the 
diamond, was not fo foluble in wa- 
ter as that procured from calcareous 
fubftances. From its refemblance, 
however, in various properties; 
hardly any doubt could remain that 
it confifted of the fame ingredients; 
and I found, upon combining it 
with lime, and expofing it to heat 
with phofphorus, that it afforded 
charcoal, in the fame manner as any 
other calcareous fubftance. 


On the Aion of Nitre upon Gold and 
Platina. By the fame. 


From the Philofophical Tranfactions of 
the Royal Society of London. 


OLD, which cannot be cal- 

J cined by expofure to heat 
and air, has been alfo confidered as 
incapable of being affected by nitre. 
But, in the courfe of fome experi- 
ments on the diamond, an account 
of which has been eommunicated 
to the Royal Society, 1 obferved, 
that when nitre was heated in a tube 
of gold, and the diamond was not 
in fufficient quantity to fupply the 
alkali of the nitre with fixed air, a 
part of the gold was diflolved. From 
this obfervation, I was induced to 
examine more particularly the ac- 
tion of nitre upon gold, as well as 
to enquire whether it would pro- 
Bb4 duce 
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duce any effeét upon filver and 
platina. 

With this intention, I put fome 
thin pieces of gold into the tube, 
together with nitre, and expofed 
them toa ftrong red heat for two 
or three hours. After the tube 


was taken from the fire, the part of 
the nitre which remained, confift-’ 


ing of cauftic alkali and of nitre 
partially decompofed, weighed 140 
grains; and fixty grains of the gold 
were found to ‘have been diflolv- 
ed. Upon the addition of water, 
about fifty grains of the gold 
were precipitated, in the form of 
a black.powder. The gold which 
was thus precipitated was princi- 
pally in its metallic ftate, the greater 
portion of it being infoluble in 
marine acid. The remaining gold, 
about ten grains in weight, commu- 
nicated to the alkaline folution, in 
which it was retained, a light yel- 
low colour. By dropping into this 
folution diluted vitriolic or nitrous 
acid, it became at firft of a deeper 
yellow ; but, if viewed by the tranf- 
mitted light, it foon appeared green, 
and afterwards blue. This altera- 
tion of the colour, from yellow to 
blue, arifes from the gradual preci- 
pitation of the gold in its metallic 
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' light, is of a blue colour. 
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form, which, by the tranfmitted 
Though 
the gold is precipitated from this 
folution in its metallic form, yet 
there feems to be no doubt that, 
while it remains diffolved, it is en- 
tirely in the ftate of calx. Its pre- 
cipitation, in the metallic ftate, is 
occafioned by the nitre contained 
in the folution, which, having loft 
part of its oxygen by heat, appears 
to be capable of attracting it from 
the calx of gold; for I found that 
if the calx of gold is diffolved, by 
being boiled in cauftic alkali, and 
a fufficient quantity of nitre, which 
has loft fome of its air by heat, is 
mixed with it, the gold is precipi- 
tated by an acid in its metallic 
ftate *. 

Having found-that nitre would 


diffolve gold, I tried whether it. 


would produce any effect upon 
platina. 

It has been formerly obferved, 
that the grains of platina, in the 
impure ftate in which it is originally 
found, might, by being long heated 
in a crucible with nitre, be reduced 
to powder. Lewis, from his own 
experiments, and thofe of Margraaf, 
thought that the iron only which 
is contained in the grains of platina, 


* As the precipitation of gold in its metallic form, by nitre which has loft fome 


of its oxygen, has not, I believe, been noticed, it may not be improper to mention 
fome of thofe facts relating to it which feem moft entitled to attention, Nitre 
which has been heated fome time, precipitates gold in its metallic ftate, from a fo~ 
Jution in aqua regia, if it is dilured with water. Ifa folution of gold in nitrous 
acid is dropped into pure water, the calx of gold is feparated, which is of a yeliow 
colour; but, if the water contains a very {mall portion of nitre which has loft 
fome of its air by heat (as one grain in fix ounces) the gold is deprived of its 
oxygen, and becomes blue. The alkali of the nitre does not aiffift in producing 
this effect. Nitrous acid alone, which does not contain its full proportion of 
oxygen, occafions the fame precipitation, unlefs it is very ftrong: and, if a mix- 
ture of fuch ftrong nitrous acid, and of a folution of gold in nitrous acid, is dropped _ 
into water, the gold is deprived of its oxygen, and is precipitated of a blue colour. 
Two caufes contribute to produce this effect upon the addition of water. The 
adhefion of the calx of gold to nitrous acid is by that means weakened; and the 
oxygen is attached more ftrongly to the imperfeét nitrous acid, in confequence of 
their attraction for water when they are united. 

was 
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was corroded by the nitre. But by 
heating nitre with fome thin pieces 
of pure platina, in acup of the fame 
metal, I found that the platina was 
eafily diffolved ; the cup being much 
corroded, and the thin pieces en- 
tirely deftroyed. By diffolving the 
faline matter in water, the greater 
part of the platina was precipitated 
in the form of a brown powder. 
This powder, which was entirely 
foluble in marine acid, confifted of 
the calx of platina, combined with 
a portion of alkali, which could not 
be feparated by being boiled in 
water. The platina, which was re- 
tained bv the alkaline folution, 
communicated to ita brown yellow 
colour. By adding an acid to it, a 
Poet was formed, which con- 

{ted of the calx of platina, of alkali, 
and of the acid which was em- 
ployed. 

Silver, I found to be a little cor- 
roded by nitre. But, as its action 
upon that metal was very inconfi- 
derable, it did not appear to be de- 
ferving of a more particular ex- 
amination. , 


° 


Objfervations and Experiments made to 
_ determine the fwifonous Qualities of 
_ Azote. By Eaglesfeld Smith, E/q. 
_ Member of the Society for the Encou- 
_ ragement of Arts, Sc. 


ROM the fatal confequences 
f which enfue to animals that 
breathe atmofpheric air deprived of 
‘its oxygenous principle, or that re- 
ceive into their ftomachs thofe fub- 
ftances which contain it either as 
their bafe or as a principal ingre- 
dient (under fome particular modi- 
fication) it appears to me to be the 
deftroying principle in all thofe 
poifons which kill the animal, by 
throwing it into convulfions; and 
- that it is the caufe of the pheno- 
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mena which takes place in many of 
thofe difeafes to which mankind 
are fubject, or that it is the caufe 
of the difeafe itfelf. The following 
experiments will in fome meafure 
illuftrate the foregoing hypothefis. 
It is known, that many fubftances 
taken into the cavity of the ftomach 
(except in a very confiderable quan- 
tity) are not noxious, which when 
thrown into the circulating fyftem, 
even in the very fmalleft quantities, 
caufe the animal to expire in vio- 
lent convulfions. ‘The atmofpheric 
air taken into the ftomach of man 
or other animals, caufes violent vo- 
miting (See Goffe’s Experiments 
on himfelf and other animals); but 
its bafe, when injected into the 
circulating fyftem, is inftantaneous 
death. 


EXPERIMENT TI. 


I took two mice; one J caufed 
to be {tung by a wafp, which was 
immediately thrown into convul- 
fions, and expired in two minutes : 
into an incifion made into the muf- 
cular fubftance of the other, I in- 
jected two drops of the nitrous acid : 
it feemed to operate exaétly in the 
fame manner as the fting of the 
wa{p, and the animal expired im- 
mediately. On opening them, 
and endeavouring to ftimulate the 
mufcular fubftance of their hearts, 
I found it had, in a great meafure, 
loft its irritability. Fontana obferves, 
in his book upon poifons, that the 
nitrous acid applied to the mufcular 
fubftance of a pigeon, killed it im- 
mediately, Cavendifh and Lavoi- 
fier have proved by experiments, 
that the azote is the radical princi- 
ple of the nitrous acid, 


EXPERIMENT It. 

Having taken four frogs, I made 
incifions into the mufcular fubftance 
of three of them; into one I in- 

jected 


394 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1497. 


jected two drops of a ftrong decoc- 
tion of tobacco; into the fecond, 
J injected half a grain of the folu- 
tion of ammoniac; into the third, 
I injected the tenth part ofa grain 
of opium in folution; the fourth I 
cauled to be ftung by an enraged 
wafp; the three firft expired in the 
courfe of four minutes; the laft in 
lefs than feven minutes. On open- 
ing them, I found the blood in the 
ventricles of the heart lefs florid 
than ufual; and the mufcular fub- 
ftance, on the application of zinc 
and filver, in a great meafure to 
have loft its irritability. Barthollet 
has fhewn, in a Memoir of the 
Academy at Paris, that 1000 parts 
of ammoniac, by decompofition, 
contains 807 parts of azote, and 
- 193 of hydrogine. The falt of 
tartar thrown into the circulating 
fyftem of a cat, in the {mall quan- 
tity of a quarter of a grain, kills 
like the ftroke of lightning. Mr. 
Haffenfratz has fhewn by experi- 
ments, that azote enters largely into 
the compofition of that fubftance. 


EXPERIMENT III. 

IT took four young puppies: into 
the jugular vein of a injected 
four drops of the decoétion of white 
hellebore; into the fecond, I in- 
jected four drops of the digitalis ; 
anto the third, I injeéted one grain 
of the falt of urine diffolved in 
water; the fourth I caufed to be 
ftung by two wafps: the firft died 
almoft inftantaneoufly ; the fecond 
and third in lefs than five minutes ; 
the fourth recovered with great dif- 
ficulty, and feemed to throw off the 
‘difeafe by foaming at the mouth. 


EXPERIMENT Iv. 


I caufed a number of earth- 
worms to be flung by bees, ants,and 


other infe&s, which always killed 
them immediately ; and feemed to 
aét on them in the fame manner as 
the decoction of the poifonous 
plants, the laurel, tobacco, opium, 
&c. This etfect is aftonifhing in 
thefe animals, which, when cut into 
pieces with the knife, ftill retain 
their irritability for many hours, or 
even days. 

All poifonous plants with which 
we are acquainted, feem toact in the 
fame manner when injected into the 
circulating fyftem of animals; yet, 
from the nature and conftruction of 
the ftomach of fome animals, they 
are eaten with impunity; goats will 
del fat upon euphorbium, and 

wine upon henbane, &c. The 

Abbe Fontana has fhewn by his ex 
periments, that the poifon of the 
ticunas, fuppofed to be a vegetable 
fubftance, may be taken into the 
ftomach, to the quantity of fome 
grains, without hurt; yet the fmall- 
eft quantity taken into the circulate 
ing fyftem is inftantaneous death. 
With this poifon the inhabitants 
of the banks of the river Amazon 
are faid to poifon their arrows. Not 
only the infpiflated juice of poifon- 
ous plants is ufed by favage nationg 
to poifon their arrows and darts, 
but it is known that putrid flefh is 
ufed for the {ame purpofe, and from 
the fame principle, even to this day. 
The Athenians ufed the water-hems 
lock to poifon their ftate criminals 
the executioner defired Socrates 
not to talk fo much to his friends 
as it would prevent the poifon from 
operating as it fhoulddo. (See Pe- 
tit’s  Mifcellaneous Obfervations.) 
Phocion, finding that the execu 
tioner had not enough of poifon, 
gave him money to buy more, ob- 
ferving facetioufly, that the Athe- 
nians were obliged even to pay for 
their 
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their death. (See Plutarch’s Lives.) 
The celebrated poifonous tree of 
Java, called in the Malayan tongue 
* Bohun Upas,” by giving out this 
deftruétive principle in the gafeous 
tate, may prove fatal to vegetation, 
or to animals which come too near 
it. Although I believe the terri- 
ble accounts of this tree have been 
much exaggerated by travellers (See 
a paper in’ the Batavian Socicty at 
Rotterdam, by Dr. Holft; wherein 
he endeavours’ to confute a very 
curious account of the Bohun Upas, 
by Foerch); yet this isin fome de- 
gree the effect of poifonous planis 
(with which we are better acquaint- 
ed) not caly preventing vegeta- 
tion, but proving fatal to animals 
which happen to fall afleep under 
their fhade..- The fenfitive plant 
feems evidently affected when 
brought near fome of thefe plants, 
as alfo with the fumes of tobacco, 
and the volatile alkali. The juice 
of the Upas ferves, when infpifiated, 
to poifon the arrows of the natives 
where it grows: but it is a moft 
melancholy initrument in the hands 
of their tyrannic princes. 
That fome vegetables do not 
contain azote in their compofition 
.is certain; but it is very evident in 
others, as in ‘many of the genus of 
Tytradinamia of Linnzus. This 
may be felt by their very pungent 
quality, 2s well as from their enter- 
ing fo eafily into a {tate of putre- 
faétive fermentation, and giving 
out large quantities of azote, either 
by itfelf or united with hydrogene 
in the gafeous form, as may be felt 
by eyesand nofe. In the vegetable 
form we ufe azote daily, either 
through pleafure or from neceffity. 
In cold climates tobacco is now 
univerfal, cither taken into the 


Stomach, or applied to the olfactory 
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nerves. Opium is very general in 
the warm countries of the eaft: the 
Turks take it, to the quantity of 
two drams at a time, without any 
inconvenience : the poriers at. Surat 
(fee Grofe) take it to the quantity 
of an ounce at atime; and they find 
it increafes their ftrength, and ai- 
fits them in going through more 
labour: it is allowed plentifully to 
the foldiery, and is faid to infpire 
them with a furious and undaunted 
courage. But to thofe who accuf- 
tom themfelves to take it (firft per- 
haps through pleafure ; for, as if by 
fome heavenly magic, it is found to 
luli the fenfes into a moft pleafing 
forgetfulnefs of ail our cares, and to 
affuage the moft excruciating pains 
which affect the human body, and 
here it is a blefiing to mankind) for 
any length of time, they are fure to 
experience its baneful effects: from 
time to time they are feized with a 
moft dejected languor both of body 
and mind, until the ufual and: wel- 
come dofe is repeated : their confti- 
tutions become emaciated, and-have 
every appearance of a premature 
and decrepit. old age, and too often 
fink under ‘the firft fhock of difeafe. 
We fee the azote daily ufed as a {ti 
mulus in cafes of fufpended anima- 
tion: it is applied in a concrete 
form to the nofe, in the form of 
fmoke to the inteftines, and fina- 
pifms to the foles of the feet, &c. 
It is found to act differently on dif- 
ferent conftitutions; and, in the 
fame conftitufion, when in health 
and when under difeafe. 1 have 
feen a child thrown into moft vio- 
lent convulfions by taking only two 
drops of laudanum; and a man, af- 
ter one grain of digitalis, has {carce- 
ly recovered?) This difference in 
the operation of poifons may de- 
pend on the different degrees of 

} ims 
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irritability in the different conftitu- 
tions. From the difficulty of difco- 
vering the conftituent principles of 
animal and vegetable poifons by 
chemical decompofition, the fore- 
going hypothefis may be found er- 
roneous ; yet, from the uniformity 
of nature, from the analogy in the 
action of thefe fubftances on the 
human body when taken into the 
circulating fyftem, and from the 
analogy the action of thefe fub- 
fiances bear with the azote in the 
pureft and moft fimple ftate the 
chemift can prepare it, we may ven- 
ture to conclude that it is the de- 
firoying principle in all thofe poi- 
fons which deftroy the animal life, 
by throwing it into convulfions ; 
and that the exiftence of this prin- 
ciple in fubftances where it cannot 
be afcertained by chemical analyfis, 
may in a great meafure be deter- 
mined by their operation on the 
animal conftitution. From the vi- 
-olent elevation and depreffion of 
the ribs in perfons who are juft 
hung, and from the fame taking 
place in the diaphragm in dogs, as 
if nature was {trugeling to throw off 
fomething which is noxious to the 
conttitution, it feems by its ftimulus 
_ to be the remote caufe of refpira- 
tion. That the aimefpheric air is 
a ftimulus itfelf, even when taken 
into the ftomach,.is proved by Mr. 
Goffe’s experiments above quoted. 
Quere, May not this be the caufe of 
the difference which is found in the 
recovery of perfons after drowning, 
whether their lungs were inflated 
during the time they were under 
water? or if they had a fenfe of 
their danger ? 

When the atmofpheric air enters 
the lungs, it is foon deprived of its 
oxygene or vital principle, and is 
rendered thereby noxious to ani- 
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mals, and unfit to fupport flame; it 
not only becomes a ftimulus, ‘but 
puts on the form of a moft deadly 
poifon. Melancholy proofs of this 
have happened where numbers have 
been crowded into the holds of 
fhips, and clofed from the circula- 
tion of frefh air. In the Black Hole 
at Calcutta there was a ftriking in- 
ftance of this. The effects of the 
wind called the Sirroc, feems to be 
owing to a diminution of the em- 
pyreal air in the atmofphere. In 
fome parts of Sicily the inhabit- 
ants are confined to their houfes 
for four or five days together, to — 
avoid a contact with this wind, 
Thofe Europeans who have felt it, 
defcribe it.as bringing on fuch a 
languor and dejection of {pirits as 
is almoft infupportable.. (See Bry- 
done’s Tour.) 

The fatal effeéts which daily oc- 
cur to perfons from going’ into 
vaults, caverns, wells, &c. which 
have been long fhut up, proceeds 
from the fame principle. The fa- 
mous Lago del Cani, fo often de- 
{cribed by travellers, is furely no 
more than throwing the animal in- 
to it; which, by the fudden fhock 
it gives, roufes nature to throw off 
the effets of this air which it had 
taken into its conftitution in the 
cave; and I make no doubt but 
one of our Englifh lakes would do 
as well, had we an equal opportu- 
nity of applying it. 

The violent pains which take 
place in the beginning of fever, the 
{pafmodic contraétion over the 
whole body, and the great fenfa- 
tion of cold fucceeded by a burn- 
ing heat, feems to indicate this 
fubftance fora primary caufe. We 
find the plague too ofien arifing in 
thofe warm countries, and where 
the rivers, after fubfiding, leave vaft 
quantit:es 
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quantities of animal and vegetable 
fubftances to putrify, and give out 
this mephitis, which, not being dif- 
perfed by the winds, fits the atmof- 
phere to continue this difeafe when- 
ever it begins, or perhaps begets the 
difeafe itfelf. Growing vegetables 
are, during the day-time, found to 
purify the at:nofphere, efpecially in 
the fun (fee Ingenhauzen’s Experi- 
ments); by giving out empyreal air 
in great quantities during the night- 
time, perhaps they abforb it, as ma- 
ny tender people cannot fleep with 
them in their bed-rooms. We have 
had inftances of whole iflands be- 
coming uninhabitable, from the 
cutting down of the wood. The 
Dutch, who wanted to enhance the 
price of cloves in the Eaft Indies, 
cut down all the clove-trees in the 
ifland of Ternati, and the place be- 
came almoft uninhabitable from its 
unhealthinefs. From the fame prin- 
ciple plagues have followed after 
great battles, and where the flain 
haveremained unburied. The plague 
is never known to continue long, 
but under fome particular conftitu- 
tion of the atmofphere; and this 
muft have been the cafe when it 
rofe, in the kingdom of Cathay as 
from the ground, in the form of a 
mineral exhalation, and continued 
its horrible defolation through all 
Europe. The porters who were 
employed in opening the bale goods 
in the Lazaretta at Marfeilles were 
killed by the infection of the plague 
as from a ftroke of lightning. The 
plague terminates like the fmail- 
pox, the matter being thrown out 
upon the fin; while in other fe- 
vers it is thrown out in large phleg- 
mons in various parts of the body. 
We have no way of accounting for 
why the fmall-pox fliould often be 
endemic, and of a more malignant 
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nature at one time than at other 
times, unlefs by fuppofing the con- 
ftitution of the air to have the pow- 
er of altering the habit of body, fo 
as to render it more liable to receive 
the infection, and confequently lefs 
able to throw it off; therefore, chil- 
dren fhould be inoculated on the 
firft appearance of the difeafe, or 
before their conftitutions have fuf- 
fered from the ftate of the atmef- 
phere. 

The azote, under fome particu- 
lar modification, may be the caufe 
of hydrophobia in dogs: they are 
ever fond of eating, and haunting 
about places where there are animal 
fubftances in a ftate of putrefaétion. 
Dogs are found to perfpire little or 
not at all by the fkin; therefore the 
difeafe, not being able to terminate 
itfelf that way, is carried to the fali- 
vary glands, and inflames them to 
fuch a degree of irritability, that 
when the animal, parched up with 
thirft, attempts to drink, by the ir- 
ritation of the water it is thrown in- 
to violent convulfions: and, from: 
the remembrance of the acute pain, 
it ever after turns from it with hor- 
ror: hence the difeafe takes its 
name. The animal, as if actuated 
by nature, fets out a running, and 
generally continues till itdrops down 
dead, before the difeafe is thrown 
off by the glands or other evacua- 
tion, 

If the fting of the tarantula was 
ever cured by mufic, it was certain- 
ly by the mufic exciting the perfon 
to get up and dance till he was co- 
vered with fweat. Under the fame 
principle, fome modification of this 
fubftance may conttitute the vene- 
real virus. 

This fubje& being fufficiently 
known, might affift us in finding out 
by experiment fome remedy in na- 

ture, 
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ture, which, by combining with or 
decompofing this fubftance in what- 
ever ftate or combination it fhould 
find itin, would thereby render it lefs 
deftrudtive to life. We know that 
vinegar taken into the ftomach af- 
ter opium, in a great meafure de- 
ftroys its effects: the vitriolic acid 
mixed with the poifon of ferpents 
renders it much lefs dangerous (fee 
Fontana): the thieves vinegar was 
found infallible in preventing the 
plague to certain perfons who ufed 
it at Marfeilles, and thereby were 
enabled to go about and plunder the 
houfes of the inhabitants; but were 
pardoned on difcovering by what 
means they avoided the infection : 
it was therefore called Thieves Vi- 
negar. 

Vinegar is found to be a preven- 
tative to the infection inall fevers ; 
and is much ufed in hofpitals and 
the holds of fhips, where there is 
danger of the infection fpreading. 
When the habit is emaciated, afier 
long voyages, bad food, or breath- 
ing confined air, vegetable acids are 
found the only certain remedy we 
know of; anda very few days on 
fhore, after a long voyage, never 
fails to reftore the fhip’s crew to 
their priftine vigour. Acids them- 
felves, as a topical application, may 
be employed where perfons have 
been ftung by venomous animals. 
It is common in the country for 
perfons who have been ftung by 
bees, walps, or even nettles, to rub 
the parts immediately with the 
leaves of forre! or other acid vege- 
table; and I have known vinegar 
applied to gonorrhea and chancres 
with good effect, In the hot coun- 
tries, where people are daily bit by 
ferpents and: other poifonous in- 
fects, they rub the part immediate- 
ly with fome acid vegetables ; but 
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the moft effectual remedy feems to 
be fucking the part with their 
mouths, as the poifon only is dan- 
gerous when carried into the circu- 
lating fyftem : the Marii and Pfylli, 
brought to Rome from Africa, were 
famous for this kind of remedy. 

It is a curious remark, that fer- 
pents infpire, but are not feen 
to expire; perhaps the phlogift- 
icated air which fhould be thrown 
out by the trahea, ferves in them to 
form the poifon in thofe which are. 
mortal from the bite; and may 
ferve to form that horrible favor 
in thofe which are not poifonous 
by the bite: and to this we may 
aicribe that fafcinating power fo 
curioufly defcribed by travellers,’ 
and which ferves.the animal to take 
its prey, or to defend itfelf. The 
devoted animal, as affected by fome 
convulfive ftupor, unable to extri- 
cate itfelf, grows weaker and weak- 
er, till it at laft drops into the ex- 
tended jaws of its deftroyer. Putre- 
faétion is the immediate and com- 
mon effe& of the bite of the more 
dreadful ferpents: the perion dies in 
moft violent convulfions, fucceede 
ed by a total lofs of irritability. Mr, 
Williams, in a very ingenious pas 
per in the Afiatic Refearches, recom- 
mends (as in cates of fufpended ani- 
mation before mentioned) every 
ftimulus that can roufe nature. to 
firuggle with the difeafe ; and that 
volatile alkali was a moft efficacious 
application. 
and Mead, it helps to throw off the 
effects of laurel water, and is efficas 
gious even in hydrophobia. 

Mr. Bruce and. Savary, in their 
accounts of Egypt, defcribe a com; 
mon practice of charming ferpentsy 
which is by. rubbing their naked 
arms and bofoms with fome fort of 
vegetable; and, to the aftonith- 
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ment of travellers, they apply them 
to their fkin in every manner with 
impunity, and make a living by the 
practice. (See Account of the Ce- 
raftes of Linnzus, Edinburgh Ency- 
clopedia, the bite of which is at- 
tended with immediate putrefac- 
fion). The poifonous wind, called 
Samiel by Chardin, which is inftan- 
taneous death, immediately produces 
putrefaction in the animal; and 
much refembles fome fymptoms of 
the yellow fever, which evidently 
fhewed the effect of this fubftance 
when taken into the fyftem. 
From the expence, the tediouf- 
nefs, and difficulties arifing from 
the great nicety required in chemi- 
cal experiments, and from the pre- 
fent infancy of that fcience, this 
fubjeét would take much labour 
and patience fairly to inveftigate : 
from the collateral inferences, from 
the difficulties in working againft 
old and popular prejudices, few 
Eo would undertake fo great a 
abour: but it certainly would be a 
great ftep towards the claffing dif- 
eafes, and rendering the cure more 
fimple; for no fcience will ever 
make any great progrefs in the 
world, but in proportion as it is 
tendered lefs intricate. A few 
ears ago, chemiftry was fcarce 
ok but by the labour of the 
te ingenious French chemifts, in 
forming a bafis for the ftudy of that 
f{cience, it is now become ealy, fa- 
fhionable, and delightful. 


Proceedings of the African Affociation. 


The public will perufe with much 
fatisfaction the continuance of 
the proceedings of this refpect- 
able Affociation. We have been 
favoured by one of the fubferibers 
with the following interefting fub- 
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ftance of a quarto pamphlet, 
which has juft been printed, and 
privately circulated among the 
Members of the Affociation. 


HEN the laft memoir of the 

Proceedings of this Affoctation 
came from the prefs, the progrefs 
of Major Houghton was the fubje& 
of juft exultation.’ He had reached 
Ferbanne, on the river Falemé, in, 
the dominions of the King of Bam- 
bouk, and had been received with 
extraordinary kindnefs by the King 
of that country, who had furnifhed 
him with a guide to Tombuétoo, 
and money to defray the expences 
of his journey. 

In the Major’s letter to Dr. Laid- 
ley of the 6th of May, 1791, writ~ 
ten from Medina, he appears to, 
have entertained great confidence. 
of fuccefs. “Ihave received (he. 
obferves) the beft intelligence of the 
places I defign vifiting, from a fhe-~ 
reef here, who lives at Tombuétoo, 
and who luckily knew me when £ 
was Britifh conful to the Emperor 
of Morocco, in 1772. I find, that 
in the river: Iam going to explore, 
they have decked veffels with matts, 
with which they carry on trade from 
Tombuétoo, eaftward, to the centre 
of Africa. I mean to embark in 
one of them from Genné, in Bam- 
bara, to Tombuétoo.” 

Of the Major’s fubfequent pro-~ 
grefs there is no certain account. 
The lateft intelligence received, im- 
mediately from himfelf, was dated 
the 1ft of September, 1791, about 
fix ,weeks after the date of the laft 
letter from the King of Bambouk’s 
eapital. This advice came in the 
following very fhort note to Dr, 
Laidley, on the Gambia River :— 
** Major Houghton’s compliments 
to Dr, Laidley ; is in good health. 

On 
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On his way to Tombu<too,; robbed 
of all his goods by Fenda Bucar’s 
fon.” 

This note being written with a 
pencil, the name of the place from 
whence it was dated was nearly 
obliterated. It appeared to Dr. 
Laidley to be Simbing; but no fuch 
place can be traced on any exifting 
map, or in any part of the intelli- 
gence communicated to the Affocia- 
tion., Major Rennel has therefore 
fuggefted that, ifit could be fuppof- 
ed apart of the initial had been 
defaced, the name might have been 
written Timbing ; in which cafe, it 
would nearly anfwer to the Timbi 
of D’Anville, placed. about eight 
journies fhort of Tombuétoo. 

That Major Houghton was with- 
in a fhort diitance of Tombuétoo, 
there is, indeed, no room to doubt ; 
and it was with inexpreflible con- 
cern that the next communication 
from the Gambia brought advice of 
his death. It was reported, at firft 
among the traders on the river, that 
he had been murdered, by means of 
the King of Bambara; but Dr. 
Laidley writes, that this report was 
afterwards contradicted. Subfe- 
quent accounts, however, confirm- 
ed the circumftance of his death; 
but neither the place nor the time 
of his deceafe were afcertained 
with precifion. The natives re- 
port, that he died a natura: death; 
and, by their defcription, it appears 
that the complaint which proved 
fatal to him was a dyfentery. They 
added, that his remains lay under a 
tree in the wildernefs. } 

It would feem, from various infor- 
mation, that this unfortunate gen- 
tleman, notwithftanding the hofpi- 
t able reception he had met with 
fro™ the King of Bambouk, was no 

~ urite of the natives in general. 
avo 


It was ftated, on a former occafiorty, 
that he derived an aflurance of fafe- 
ty from his poverty ; but, unhappi- 

‘ly, he had no fuch feeurity. Con- 
trary to all the fuggeftions of pru- 
dence, and the remonftrance of his 
friends in England, the Major had 
encumbered himfelf with an affort- 
ment of bale goods, confifting of lin- 
ens, fcarlet cloth, cutlery, beads, am- 
ber, and other merchandife, which 
prefented to the ignorant negroes 
fuch temptations as favage virtue 
could not refift. He complains, in all 
his letters, of the pilfering difpofition 
of the natives; and it appears that 
he was involved in perpetual con+ 
tefts with them on that account. 
Circumftances of this nature, with+ 
out doubt, deprived, him of thofe 
kindneffes and attentions which 
might have contributed to his pre- 
fervation. Dr. Laidley offered re- 
wards for the recovery of his books 
and papers, but without effect. 

In deploring the melancholy if- 
fue of this unhappy expedition, it 
muft, however, be obferved, that 
the mifcarriage of Major Houghton: 
furnithes no proof that the difficul- 
ties of proceeding to Tombuétoo, by 
way ofthe Gambia, are infuperable : 
on the contrary, there is reafon to 
believe that a traveller of good tem-= 
per and conciliating manners, who 
has nothing with him to tempt their 
rapacity, may expect every aflift- 


ance from the natives, and the full-... . 


eft protection from their chiefs. 
All doubts, indeed, on this head, 
are obviated by a letter of Major 
Hougton himielf, referred to in page 
6 of the laft memoir; which, -be- 
fides acknowledging, in the moft 
explicit terms, his hofpitable recep- 
tion by all ranks of people, contains 
fo many curious and important par- 
ticulars, that it is thought neceffary 

i to 
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to lay before the Society, in 2 poft- 
{cript to this account, the material 
parts of its contents, in the Major’s 
own words. 

As foon as the Committee were 
convinced that the intelligence of 
Major Houghton’s death was but 
too well founded, they took the firft 
opportunity that prefented itfelf of 
engaging another perfon to go the 
fame route. Mr. Mungo Park, a 
native of Scotland, a young man of 
no mean talents, who had been edu- 
cated in the medical line, and was 
lately returned from a voyage to In- 
dia, offered himfelf for this fervice ; 
and the committee, finding him fuf- 
ficiently inftructed in the ufe of 
Hadley’s quadrant to make the ne- 
ceflary obfervations, geographer e- 
nough to trace out his path in the 
- wildernefs, and not unacquainted 
with natural hiftory, accepted his 
offer, 

He fet out accordingly in May, 
1795, and foon afterwards arrived 
at the Gambia, when Dr. Laidley, 
to whofe good offices the Affociation 
are under the greateft obligations, 
received him more as a fon than a 
ftranger: and itis to be lamented 
that the river Gambia having been 
for more than a year blocked up by 
French privateers, many letters 
from him and the Doétor, of which 
notice has been obtained through 
various channels, have mifcarried ; 
in particular, the difpatches by a 
veffel called the Endeavour, which 
was captured on her paflage home ; 
but the crew making their efcape 
in the long-boat in the night, have 
given advice that there were letters 
on board to the Affociation, both 
from Mr. Park and Dr. Laidley. 
In another cafe, it is known that 
the difpatches were thrown over- 
board. The only letters of confe- 
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quence which the Committee have 
received, are, one from Mr. Park, 
dated Pifania, 1ft December, 17955 
and two from Dr. Laidley to Mr. 
James Willis (the intended conful 
to Senegambia) communicated by 
him to the Committee, the one dat- 
ed the 23d of May, and the other 
the 1ft of Auguft, 1796. From 
thefe communications the fubfcrib- 
ers will perceive, that well-ground- 
ed hopes may be entertained that 
the views of the Affociation will, in 
a great degree, be f{peedily accom- 
plifhed. Should Mr. Park have 
happily efcaped the dangers inci- 
dent to the undertaking and the 
climate, his returri may be daily 
expected ; and the knowledge he 
muft have acquired cannot but be 
highly interefting and important. 


The following are Copies of thofe Letters. 
‘ Pifania, Dec. 1, 1795. 
* Gentlemen, 


YOU need not be furprifed at 
my long ftay in Gambia, for, I af- 
fure you that this is the firft oppor- 
tunity that has prefented itfelf fince 
my arrival; and it happens very 
fortunately for me, as I am now 
greatly recovered from a long and 
painful ficknefs, that confined me 
to the houfe, or bed, during the 
greater part of the rains. 

‘ As Mr. Willis is not yet arriv- 
ed, I muft have loft the travelling- 
feafon for this year, had not Dr. 
Laidley, who has, on every occafion, 
feconded the laudable defigns of the 
Affociation, given me every affift- 
ance in his power, and provided me 
with two attendants, an horfe, two 
affés, and every thing neceflary for 
the journey. 

‘ One of my attendants is a refi- 
dent of the place; he {peaks good 

Cec Englith ; 
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Englifh; and goes as my interpre- 
ter. My terms with him are ten 
bars per month, from the time’ he 
Jeaves Pifania till his return; five 
bars per month to his wife, during 
his abfence ; and, if he accompanies 
me as far as Sego, he is to receive 
the price of two prime flaves on his 
return. — The other is one of Dr. 
Laidley’s own fervants; he has al- 
ways behaved in the moft faithful 
manner; and the Doétor has offer- 
edhim, as a reward for going with 
me, his freedom when he returns. 
A-blackfmith and his fon likewife 
accompany us; they have been 
employed by the Doétor for two 
years, and are now going to their 
Rative town, Jumbo, in the king- 
4lom of Karrta. : 

‘ With this fmall but fele& par- 
ty, I fhall take my departure, to- 
morrow inorning, from Pifania. 
Tt is my intention to travel with as 
nuich expedition as pofible, till I 
have croffed the Senegal, and got 
anto the kingdom of Caffon. I shall 
then think the moft troublefome 
part of this journey is.over, and take 
the firft opportunity of writing to 

tthe Affociation. 

~ * As all my former communica- 
tions have fallen into the hands of 
the French, I fhall here repeat fome 
of the moft material points of in- 
formation contained in them. I 
fhall begin, by enumerating the 
days journies between this and 
Sego, by the northern route, which 
¥ the route commonly ufed by the 
Slatees, and that by which I fhall 
“travel, They are as follow -—From 
‘Pifania, Coota, Cunda, Wooli, 
Color, Tambacunda, Nomataba, 
Jalice, firft town of Bondou; Fit- 
tayeraboy, Cufang, Dibboo, Goo- 
Iemboo, or Galambob, laft town of 
Rendon; Gung-gadi, oa the north- 
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ern bank of the Senegal, in the 
{mall kingdom of Cajaga; Kirifna 
ni, firft town of Caflen; Saboo- 
fura, Cooniakari, Soomina, Como- 
roo, Saimpo, the laft town of Caf- 
fon, fituated at the bottom of the 
Banbara mountains; Karruncull: 

Gemmoo, or Kimmoo (for the é 
founds hard) Fangoomba, Dibbong- 
Meiffang, Seco, Karrabejanga, Com- 
ba, Dubbila, laft town of Karrta; 
Pampara, firft of Sego, Nyamoo, 
Glungorrollo, Dampa, Finimarboog 
Scracorro, Fanimboo, Wooloocom- 
boo, Doolinkeeboo, Diggani, Segox 

* Diggani ftands on the northerA 
bank of the Joliba, oppofite.to Se- 
go, which is upon the fouthert 
bank of that river. The Joliba ig 
very broad here, but fo fhallow, 
that people can wade over it ina 
dry feafon; but the king would be 
much offended at any merchant that 
crofled the river in this manners 
for tne old fifhermen are entirely 
fupported by the fmall fares they 
receive for carrying paffengers over 
the river. 

‘ The route from Sego to Genné 
lies along the fouthern bank of Ja- 
liba, by the places mentioned on 
the chart of the Affociation; and 
from Genné they proceed, by wa- 
ter, to Tombuctoo: few of the 
Slatees go farther than Sego, and 
none, I-believe, farther than Gen+ 
né. The only perfon I have yet. 
feen who has. been at Tombuétoo, 
was an old prieft; he reprefents it 
as a very large town; and fays, that, 
Houila is thirty days by land, and 
forty-five by water, to the coaft of 
Tombuétoo ; that the canoes are 
large, and not made of one tree, 
but of many planks put together ¢ 
and, what is more furprifing, that 
ihey are navigated by people as. 
white as l am. 

* Thefe 
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$ Thefe are the moft remarkable 
-points.of information that I have 
been able to collect concerning the 
route. 1 haye got no information 


refpecting the termination of the 


Niger; and I am forry it is fo lame 
in other-parts. 

© T think it is but juftice to ac- 
‘knowledge the many obligations I 
am under to Dr. Laidley, who re- 
ceived me, on my arrival in Africa, 
wiih an invitation to his houfe, 
where I have been ever fince; and 
it has been entirely owing to his 
exertions that I am now enabled 
to put my dcfigns in execution, and 
attempt, with fome probability of 
fucceis, to fulfil my engagements 
to the Affociation. 

_ *Iam, Genilemen, 

* Your obedient fervant, 
‘Munco Park.’ 


Dr. Laidley to Mr, Millis. 

Sir, River Gambia, May 22, 1796. 

‘Your efteemed note, per the 
Robert, Captain Grandifon, I duly 
received. Your letter to Mr. Park 
will be fent off immediately, al- 
though 1 have but little hopes of 
jts reaching him. A meffenger, 
who arrived here yefterday, informs 
me that he had’ paffed Gyttim, in 
his way to Sego, two months ago, 
and had paffed the territories of 
Deffy previoufly to the breaking 
out of the war that now rages be- 
tween him and'the king of Sego: 
had that not been the cafe, he 
would have been under the dif- 
agreeable neceflity of returning 
hither, or endeavour to peneirate, 
by 4 long, perilous, and circuitous 
route, his way to Genné. I am 
havpy he has in time reached the 
territories of the king of Sego; and 
1 hope, if all is well with him, he 
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muft, by this time, have reached 
Tombuttoo. For farther particu- 
lars re{peGting his outfit, and the 
engagements I have entered into 
on his account, Irefer you to his 
letter to Sir Jofeph Banks, which 
accompanies this. 1 underftand 
there are letters at Galambole and 
at Deffer for the Affociation, which 
I am in. daily expectation of. 
Should they arrive in time, they 
will be forwarded by the Robert. 
I remain, 
* With great deference, 
‘ Sir, your moft humble fervant, 
‘Joun Larprey.’ 


James Willis, E/q. 


Dr. Laidley to Mr. Willis.” 
Sir, River Gambia, Aug. 1, 1796. 
* Your. efteemed favour, per the 
Robert, was delivered me by Cap- 
tain Grandifon; in anfwer to which, 
I beg leave to acquaint you, that 
Mr. Park left me on the 2d of De- 
cember, 1795, completely equipped 
for his intended journey; fince 
which have received no difpatches 
from him, which rather furprifes 
me, as he promifed to write to the 
Affociation from Galambole. I 
have lately learned that he has 
reached the refidence of an Arabian 
king, fituate to the northward, and 
confiderably to the eaftward, .of 
Sego. The northward route, I judge, 
he has found neceflary to take, to 
avoid the territories of Defleg, 
which have been depopulated by a 
numerous army of the king of 
Sego. _I cannot account for his 
taking fuch a circuit, in any other 
manner than tovavoid the feat of 
war, which has been carried on with 
unabated fury between thofe two 
powerlul princes, for feyeral months’ 
Cc2 paft. 
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paft. This may, perhaps, account 
for his filence; or, he may have 
left letters in the hands of feveral 
people that may not have reached 
me. I hope he has long ere this 
reached Tombuétoo ; and I flatter 
myfelf he will find great induce- 
ment to penetrate as far as Houfla. 
From every information I have re- 
ceived, fhips come there of about 
100 tons burthen {according to the 
defcription given of them) but from 
whence, and by whom navigated, 
cannot learn. 

‘I have written to Mr. Park fe- 
veral times ; but, from the rapidity 
ef his journey, I have little hope 
of any of my letters reaching him. 
Your letter will be forwarded the 
firft opportunity. 

‘I have alfo, fince the death of 
my friend, Mr. H. Beaufoy, written 
by different opportunities to Sir 
jofeph Banks, acquainting him 
of every particular refpecting Mr. 
Park, and the engagements I have 
entered into on hisaccount; fome 
of which may not have reached 
him, as feveral letters have been 
deftroyed, to prevent their falling 
into the hands of the French. 

‘ Having nothing farther to com- 
municate, I remain, with great de- 
ference, 

* Sir, your humble fervant, 
‘Joun Laiptey.’ 
J. Willis, Ef. 


WITH whatever hefitation fome 
of the tacts, ftated in the preceding 
letters, may be received, concern- 
ing the {pecies of boats which are 
faid to navigate the river leading 
eaftward from Tombu4too to Houf- 
fa, and the magnitude of the thips 
that come up to the latter city, it is, 
however, certain, that fimilar ac- 
counts have been tranfmitted to the 


Society from Very different quar- 
ters, and from perfons of the high- 
eft credit, wholly unconneéted with 
and at an immenfe diftance from 
each other. Teftimonies without 
number occur to prove, that the 
river running eaftward to Tombuc- 
too, and from thence to Houfla, 
widening as it runs, is the Niger, 
or a confiderable branch of it; and 
its termination in an extenfive lake, 
or mediterranean ocean, in the ve- 
ry centre of Africa, feems extreme- 
ly probable. Major Houghton (as 
we have feen) was informed at Me- 
dina, by the fhereef, whom he had 
known at Morocco, that he might 
embark at Genné, and proceed 
with the ftream to Tombuétoo; 
and, moreover, that decked veffels 
navigated. The fame information 
was given by the native who ferved 
the Major as a guide: and the So- 
ciety have received a letter from 
Mr. Matra, the conful at Tangiers, 
inclofing one from his brother at 
Tunis, wherein the latter expref- 
fes himfelf in thefe words: — “I 
have traced a mediterranean fea in 
the interior of Africa, from fuch a 
concurrence of teftimony as ob- 
viates all doubts of its exiftence ; 
and it muft be of a prodigious fur- 
face!’ —- Concerning the people 
mentioned by Mr. Park as white, 
the only conclufion to be drawn is, 
that they are of Moorifh origin. 
Some of thefe might appear, in the 
eyes of Mr. Park’s informant, the 
negro-prieft, a race of whites ; but 
it cannot eafily be fuppofed that a 
nation perfectly white, like the 
people of Europe, is to be found in 
ihe bofom of the African conti- 

nent. ; 
Since the foregoing fheets were 
printed, the fecretary of the Affoci- 
ation has been enabled to announce 
to 


~ 
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to the fubfcribers, that a Mr. Horne- 
mann (another intended traveller) 
has begun his journey under very 
favourable circumftances. Having 
been provided with introductory 
letters to fome diftinguifhed literary 
characters in France, members of 
the Jnfirtut National, he proceeded to 
Paris, where he arrived in the be- 
ginning of July, and was received 
by thofe gentlemen with great 
kindnefs and attention; and with 
affurances, on their part, and on the 
parts of their colleagues, of an ar- 
dent zeal to promote the purpofes 
of his miffion. M. la Lande fur- 
nifhed him with fome copies of his 
Mémsire de I’ Afrique, and prefented 
him to a meeting of the Jn/ftitut Na- 
tional, at which he was permitted to 
affift. M. Brouffonnet, who is ap- 
pointed conful for Mogadore, in- 
troduced him to M. de Roche, 
lately nominated conful-general at 
Tangier ; by whofe means he has 
formed an acquaintance wiih a 
Turkifh gentleman, a native of 
Tripoli, now refiding in Paris; who 
‘being made acquainted with the 
motives and views of the African 
Affociation, has entered into Mr, 
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Hornemann’s intrepid enterprize 
with a liberality and ardour par- 
ticularly honourable to a Mahome- 
tan. Befides giving him much ex- 
cellent advice and inftruétion with 
refpect.to his route, he has favour- 
ed him with a letter of introduc- 
tion, written in Arabic, to a perfon 
of confequence refiding in Cairo, 
conceived in terms of the warmett 
recommendation. He particularly 
requefts his friend “* to introduce 
Mr. Hornemann to fuch Mahome- 
tan merchants (men of integrity) as 
have travelled into the interior of 
Africa; to furnifh him with every 
affiftance and facility in profecut- 
ing his journey; and, above all, to 
fecure to him fuch proteétion in 
the caravan with which he may 
travel, as may render his progrefs 
not only free from peril, but com- 
modious and pleafant. 

Thus provided, Mr. Hornemann 
was.on the point of proceeding to 
Marfeilles; from whence to em- 
bark by the firft opportunity for 
Alexandria; at which place it is 


probable he will arrive before the © 


end of this month. 
Auguft 26th, 1797. 
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USEFUL PROJECTS. 


Lf of Patents granted during the Year 


1797, for various Inventions. 


OHN LEE, of Lewifham, in the 

county of Kent, Brickmaker, 
for a mixture of chalk, whiting, or 
lime, together with clay, loam, or 
earth, for colouring and making of 
bricks.’ Dated January 23, 1797. 

Dudley Adams, of Fleet-ftreet, 
Optician, for fpectacles upon a new 
principle, by which all preffure’is 
removed from the temples and nofe. 
Yated January 23, 1797. 

Anthony George Eckhardt, of 
Charing-Crofs, and Richard Mor- 
ton, of Sheffield, in the county of 
York, Manufacturers, for making 
candlefticks, &c. fo that the lights 
may be raifed or lowered, having 
likewife the advantage of an extin- 
guifher. Dated January 23, 1797. 

Timothy Sheldrake, ofthe Strand, 
for a method of curing the defor- 


‘mities of children, or others. Dated 


January 24, 1797. 

Robert Ferryman, of Hammer- 
fmith, in the county of Middlefcx, 
Clerk, for a machine for blanch- 
ing, grinding, and drefiing of corn. 
Dated January 24, 1797. 

James Murphy, of Hertfore fireet, 
Pancras, for improvements in tan- 
ning hides and ikins, &c. Dated 
January 27, 1797. 

_ William Rolfe and Samuel Dayis, 


of Cheapfide, Mufical-Inftrument- 
makers, for improvements in harp- 
fichords and piano-fortes. Dated 
January 31, 1797. 

George Cotes, of Edward-ftreet, 
Chrift-Church, in the county of 
Surrey, Carpenter and Builder, for 
a machine for expediting the mak- 
ing of horfe-fhoe nails, ,brads, &c. 
Dated January.31, 1797. 

John Grover, of Chetham, in the, 
county of Bucks, Brewcz, for im- 
provements in the conftruction and 
fixinc. of coppers, boilers, and fur- 
naces. Dated February 7, 1797. 

John Falconer Atlee, of Wand- 
fworth, in the,county of Surrey, 
Dittiller, fora method of condenf- 
ing and cooling fpirits, in the pro- 
cefs of diftillation. Dated Febru- 
ary 7, 1797. 

James Glazebrook, of Hadley, 
in the county of Salop, Engineer, 
for a method of working and giving 
powerto machinery, by means. of 
air. Dated February (7, 1797. 

John Nath, of Dover-ftreet, St. 
James’s, Architect, for a method 
of conftructing -bridges of plate- 
iron, &c. Dated February 7, 
1797. 

Aaron Garlick, of Duckenfield, 
in the county of Chefter, Manufac- 
turer, for a machine for {pinning 
and roving of cotton. Dated Fe- 


bruary 7, 1797. 
Nicholas 
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Nicholas Dubois de Chemant, of _ 


Frith-ftreet, Soho, for a table with 
a ftove placed in the centre thereof. 
Dated February 15, 1797. 

George Hodfon, of the city of 
Cheiter, for an improved method 
of feparating the foffil, or mineral 
alkali, from various fubftances. 
Dated February 23, 1797. 

Thomas Oxenham, of Oxford- 
ftreet, Mangle and Prefs - Maker, 
for a portable lever-mangle, for ca- 
lendering linen, &c. Dated Fe- 
bruary 28, 1797. 

John Silvefter, of the parifh of 
St. Pancras, in the county of Mid- 
dlefex, Millwright, for a method 
of mafhing and mixing malt, and 
all kinds of grain, for the purpofe 
of brewing and diftilling. Dated 
March 9, 1797. 

Henry Goodwyn, of Lower Eaft 
Smithfield, in the county of Middle- 
‘fex, Porter-Brewer, for mixing 
and mafhing malt, and all kinds of 
grain ufed for the purpofe of brew- 
ing and diftilling, by means of an 
improved mafh-tub and mafhing- 
machine. Dated March 9, 1797. 

William Sellars, of Briftol, Ma- 
nufaGurer, for machines for draw- 
ing out wool or flax, combed by 
hand, into a perpetual length or 
fliver, &c. Dated March 11, 1797. 

William Siddon, of Weft Brom- 
wick, in the county of Stafford, 
Gun-lock-maker, for a method of 
{crewing and faftening the hammer- 
f{prings and fear-{prings to gun- 
' docks and piftol-locks. Dated March 
14, 1797. 

Edmund Bunting, of Pitman’s 
Buildings, Old-ftreet, for a method 
of producing a forward and retro- 
grade motion, capable of being ap- 
-plied to mangles, pumps, calenders, 
rolling-preflts, &¢. Dated March 
25, 1797, 
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Robert Barber, of Billborough, 
in the county of Nottingham, for 
an improvement on the machine 
called a ftocking-frame, otherwife 
the gigger ftocking-frame. Dated 
March 25, 1797. 

Jofeph Barton, of Bifhopfgate- 
ftreet, London, for preparing in- 
digo for dying wool, filk, linen, cot- 
ton, &c. Dated March 25, 1797. 

ohn Paffman, of Doncafter, in 
the city of York, foran improvement 
in machinery for drawing, roving, 
and {pinning wool, hemp, flax, filk, 
mohair, &c. Dated March 25,1797. 

John Manton, of Dover-ftreet, 
in the parifh of St. George, Han- 
over-{quare, Gun-maker, for an 
invention, or improvement, in the 
conftruétion of guns and piftols. 
Dated April 12, 1797. . 

Robert Crofs, of Quaker Brook, 
in the county of Lancafter, Tanner, 
for a new invented tan-pit, and 
mode of tanning. Dated April 26, 
OT 

Thomas Todd, of Kingfton-upon- 
Hull, Iron-monger, for an hydrau- 
lic pump or machine for raifing 
water. Dated May 9, 1797. 
Richard Varley, of Damfide, near 


Bolton-le-Moors, in the county of 


Lancafter, Merchant and Cotton- 
Manufacturer, fora perpetual mov- 
ing-powder. Dated May 29, 1797. 
Timothy Harris, of Waltham- 
Abbey, in the county of Effex, 
Pin-maker, for a method of ma- 
nufacturing pins, with iron and 
other metals, and making the mine 
white. Dated July 4, 1797. 
Jofeph Slater, of Sharples, near 
Bolton-le-Moors, in the county of 
Lancafter, Bleacher, for an’ im- 
provement in a machine for finith- 
ing bleached, dyed, and printed 
muflins. Dated July 4, 1797.. 
Anthony George Eckhardt, of 
Cot Charing- 
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Charing-Crofs, Genileman, for a 
method of making draw, or bench- 
looms, for manufacturing, carpets, 
borders, and other things. Dated 
July. 4, 1797. 

John Hawkfley, of ; 
for a-method of combing wool, cot- 
ton, filk, flax, hemp, and mohair. 
Dated July 4, 1797. 
_ John Maule, of Cattle-ftreet, 
Oxford-ftreet, Engine-maker, for 
an improvement on a machine for 
cleaning grain from the’ ftraw. 
Dated July 4, 1797. 

_ John Richardfon, of the parifh 
of St. Giles in the Fields, Opti- 
cian, for a machine to be applied 
to glafles and pebbles of every de- 
fcription, for the ufe. of fights in 
general. . Dated July 4, 1797. 

Henry Johnfon, of London, 
Gentleman, for a water - proof 
compound, and a vegetable liquid 
for bleaching, whitening, and cleanf- 
ing woollens, linens, cottons, &c. 
and alfo for preparing ftuffs, or 
cloths made of wool, linen, cotton, 
or filk, in order, by the application 
ef the aforefaid water-proof com- 
pound, to render them impenetra- 
ble towet. Dated July 7, 1797. 

_ Archibald, Earl of Dundonald, 
for a method of preparing cerufe, 
or white lead, which he conceives 
willbe of great public. utility, par- 
ticularly as he has reafon to believe 
it will not be injurious to the healih 
of perfons employed therein. Dated 
Augutt 16, 1797. 

_ Anthony George Eckhardt, of 
Hans-fquare, in the. county of 
WMiddlefex, Gentleman, for,a me- 
thed of conftruéting pumps and 
engines for evacuating water or 
other fluids, extinguifhing of fires, 
&c. Dated Auguift 18, 1797. 

William Chapman, of Newcatftle- 
wpon - Tyne, Gentleman, for a 
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method of laying, twifting, or mak 
ing. ropes or cordage, of any num= 
ber of yarns or ftrands, or any num- 
ber of threads, tarred or untarred, 
Dated Sept. 13, 1797. 

Samuel Stanfield, of Stayley- 
Bridge, in the county of Lancatter, 
Clock-maker, for a machine for 
roving or {pinning of cotton, flax, 
hemp, worfted, yarn, wool, &c. 
and for doubling and twifting filk, 
cotton, and thread. Dated Sept. 
13, 1797. 

Charles Baker, of the city of 
Briftol, Seedfman, for a method of 
preventing the {mut in wheat, 
Dated O&tober 11, 1797. , 

Edmund Cartwright, of the parifh 
of St. Mary-le-bone, in the coun- 
ty of Middlefex, M. A. for an 
incombuftible fubftitute for certain 
materials commonly ufed in con- 
ftructing dwelling-houfes and other 
buildings. Dated Oétober 11, 
Fi9%- 

Harry Watts, of Binley, in the 
county of Warwick, Gentleman, 
for an implement for draining land. 
Dated October, 19, 1797. 

Jofeph Bramah, of Piccadilly, in 
the county of Middlefex, Engineer, 
for a method of retaining, clarify- 
ing, preferving, and drawing off all 
kinds of liquors; with fundry im- 
proved cafks and implements, ne- 
ceflary to give his contrivance the 
full effect. Dated O&ober 31, 1797. 

John Harriot, of Prefcott-ftreet, 
Goodman’s Fields, in the county of 
Middlefex, Efq.. for a new-invent- 
ed cog-wheel crab, or capftan, with 
geers, to work fhips, pumps, en- 
gines, and hydraulic machines, to 
give a fhip way through the water, 
in calms or light winds. Dated 
Oétober 31, 1797. : 

Thomas Paton, of Chriftchurch, 
in the county of Surrey, _Engine~ 

maker, 
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maker, for a new-invented prefs. 
Dated O&toster 31, 1797. 

John Parrifh, of a 
in the county of Somerfet, for a 
method of rendering all kinds of 
woollen cloth impenetrable to moif- 
ture, or wet, or water-proof, with- 
out affecting their beauty, colour, 
or wear. . Dated October 31, 1797: 

Robert Beatfon, of Kilrie, in the 
county of Fife, Efq. for a method 
of applying the power of wind or 
water to horizontal mills, the prin- 
ciple of which may be alfo applied 
to feveral other purpofes. Dated 
O€tober 31, 1797. ‘ 

Henry Overend, of the city of 
Briftol, Gentleman, for a machine 
which may be ufed as a waggon, 
eart, or dray, in a more perfect and 
expeditious manner, and with fewer 
horfes than ufually and heretofore 
done. Dated November 9, 1797. 

_ Edmund Cartwright, of the pa- 
rifh of St. Mary-le-Bone, in the 
county of Middlefex, M. A. for 
improvements in the conftruction, 
working, and application of fteam- 
engines. Dated Nov. 11, 1797. 

» Daniel Langton, of Wand{worth, 
in the county of Surrey, Builder, 
for locks, fprings, and machinery, 
for the fecurity of doors, and for 
preventing rain or wet from pafling 
under them; and which will caufe 
doors to pafs over carpets, &c. and 
will prevent cold air from pafling 
under or over the fame, and, by 
that means, keep rooms warm, 
Dated Nov. 18, 1797. 

~ John Crooks, of Edinburgh, 
Chemift, fora method of making 
foap, and bleaching, by means and 
ufe of mineral and vegetable alkalis. 
Dated December 12, 1797. 

James Weldon, of Litchfield, in 
‘the county of Stafford, for a ma- 
chine or mill for breaking, grinding, 
and pulverizing patched or chopped 
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bark for tanning ; and for break ing, 
grinding, and pulverizing different 
kinds of wood, and other hard fub- 
ftances. Daied December 22, 1797. 

William Milton, of the city of 
Briftol, M. A. for a method of 
caufing fhips, veffels, barges, boats, 
and craft of all fizes, to be built at 
prices confiderably below what are 
given for them, as built in the pre- 
fent mode; and for rendering the 
rudders thereof, in fome cafes, more 
effectual. Dated December 23, 
L707. 

Matthew Boulton, of Soho, in the 
county of Stafford, Efquire, for an 
apparatus and method of raifing 
water and other fluids. Dated De-~ 
cember 30, 1797. 


For preventing Smut-Balls, or Bunts, 
among? Wheat. 

Sir, ; 
AST fummer my crop of wheat 

was very much injured by 
{mut-balls, or bunts, which were 
found amongft it in very great 
quantities. This misfortune was by 
no means peculiar to myfelf, but was 
afubjeé& of general complaint inthis 
part of the country, many farmers 
having their wheat fo much da~- 
maged by it, as to render it totally 
unfit for the miller’s ufe. Wifhing, 
if poffible, to try fome means of 
prevention, I was at length informed 
of a farmer in this neighbourhood, 
who had for many years paft made 
ule of a preparation, with which 
he drefled his wheat, previous to 
fowing, and which had proved ef- 
ficacious. I made application to him, 
and was favoured with his receipt ;— 
which, after having made fome al 
terations in, and more accurately 
afcertaining the proportions of the 
ingredients ufed, I have tried ; and 
with 
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with pleafure communicate to you 
the refult of my experiment, think- 
ing the knowledge ef it cannot be 
too generally diffufed. My feed 
wheat laft autumn was very full of 
fmut-balls, or bunts, both hard and 
foft ; and having previoufly prepar- 
ed it, as. will be hereafter defcrib- 
ed, I fowed ten acres of land with 
it, and have the fatisfaction. of in- 
forming you, the crop of wheat 
produced therefrom is of a good 
quality, the quantity equal to my 
expectation, and on a very minute 
examination doesnot appear to con- 
fain a fingle f{mut-ball, or bunt, 
though fome of the adjoining clofes 
of wheat have a large quantity of 
it inthem. Underftanding there is 
great injury done to the crops of 
wheat this feafon by {mut-balls, or 
bunts, I am anxious to communi- 
cate the receipts to the farmers, 
early enough for the enfuing wheat 
feed-time, moft fincerely wifhing 
they may experience equal proots 
of its eficacy. I muft requeft very 
particular attention in locking up 
the pan and fhovel ufed in prepar- 
ing the wheat, as I truftit is unne- 
ceflary to inform your readers that 
the preparation is a very ftrong 
poifon. The bags in which the pre- 
pared wheat is carried to the field, 
fhould not be ufed for any other 
purpofe. The pan and fhovel, if 
very carefully wafhed with boling 
water, and feoured repeatedly with 
fand, may be ufedifor any purpofe 
2fterwards with perfect fatety. The 
expence of preparing a fufficient 
quantity of feed for one ftatute 
acre of jand, will very little‘exceed 
a fhilling. I 
I am, Sir, 
Your moft obedient fervant, 

id Nottinghar/hsre Freeholder. 

Jigs 16, 1797. nictints 


Receist for preventing Simut-Balls, & 
Buats, amorgf Wheat.’ 


TAKE three pounds! of pulve- 
rized whitearfenic, and four pounds 
of common falt, boil them ‘toge- 
ther in three gallons of water for 
twenty minutes, ftirring it well the 
whole time, then add three gallons 
of cold water to it; and this quantity 
will be fufficient for eight Winchef- 
ter bufhels of wheat. 


Method of ufing the above Mixture. 


On the evening preceding theday 
of fowing, lay the quantity of wheat 
you iniend to fow, on a heap; ftir 
up the mixture, and: gradually 
fprinkle it with a difh upon. the 
wheat, taking care at the fame time 
to keep turning over the wheat with 
an iron fhovel, fo that every grain 
of it fhall be weil moiftened; con- 
tinue turning it for fome time, then 
{weep the whole up neatly toge- 
ther; let the heap lie on the floor 
for twelve hours. In the morning 
mix a fmall quantity of quick lime 
amongft the wheat, turning it again 
repeatedly ; you may then carry it 
to the field and fow it. It will be 
beft to prepare no more wheat at a 
time than will be fown in cne day. 
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FIRST REPORT FROM THE COM* 
MITTEE ON WASTE LANDS, &G. 


Tie Committee ajpointed to take inty 
Confideration the Means of framoting 
the, Cultivation ani! Improvement of 
the Wafe, Uninclofed, and Unprodue- 
tve Lands, and the Common Arable 
Fields, Common Meadows, and Com- 
mon of Pafture in this Kingdom ; and 
who were empowered to refjort thew 
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Proceedine, torether with their Ofinion 
5 108 f 
thereon, from Time to Time, to the 
FHloufe. 


AVING proceeded to that 
important inquiry, and hav- 
ing examined {everal intelligent 
perfons upon the fubjeét, and had 
feveral papers and other documents 
laid before them, have thought it 
expedient to lofe no time in fub- 
mitting to the confideration of the 
Houfe the information they have 
already collected; and for that pur- 
pofe will ftate with as much brevity 
as pofiible, 

I. The progrefs that has hitherto 
been made in the inclofure of land 
by private acts, info far as the 
fame can be afcertained. 

If. The extent of land remain- 
ing uninclofed, and the means 
which, in the judgment of your 
cominittee, are likely to be moft ef- 
feftual for the {peedy inclofure 
thereof. 

iF 
Progrefs of Inclofure by private Ads. 

The firft a for the inclofure of 
lands according to the modern fyf- 
tem, is that of Ropley, in the county 
of Southampton, anno 1709-10. 
This, as might be expected in a 
new attempt, was oppofed, though, 
fortunately, without fuccefs*. Only 
one other act paffed in the reign of 
Queen Anne; namely, that of 
Thromarton, alias Farmington, in 
the county of Gloucefter. In the 
reign of George I. there were but 
fixteen acts; in that of George II. 
only 226. The remainder, amount- 
ing to 1,532, have all taken place 
during the reign of his prefent Ma- 
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jefty, and prior to the firft feffion 
of the prefent parliament, 

The following Table will give 
fome idea of the number of -thefe 
bills that peffed every ten years, 
and the average thereof, commenc- 
ing anno 1726; fince which period, 
aéts of inclofure have paffed in a 
greater or fmaller mmnber every 
year. 

Number of Bulls for Ten Years. 


Endinganno 1735 38 4 
1745.— ..39 4 
1755 - 61 6 
1765-312. 31 
W775 -4715 47 
1785 .469 47 
1796-371: ST 


Your Committee next proceeded 
to draw up an abftraét of the aéts 
of inclofure which have paffed for 
each county; and an eftimate of 
the extent of land thereby inclofed 
in each, The number of atts could 
be in general fufficiently afcertained 
by perufing the titles to the ftatutes 
pafled each year; but the extent of 
land thereby inclofed could not fo 
eafily be known. In the’ greater 
part of the aéts, it is true, that 
fome general eftimate is given of 
the land to be inclofed, but in 
1776 acts, there are no lefs a num- 
ber than 466 which do not f{pecify 
the contents in acres. 

In this fituation, your Committee 
were of opinion, that the beft rule 
to proceed upon was. to take the 
average number of acres, where 
the contents were {pecified, as 
the rule of calculation where the 
extent was unknown; and the fol- 
lowing Table is drawn up on that 
principle. 


* Sce Petition againft Ropley Inclofure, Comm. Four, vol. xvi. p, 381. 
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General Table of the A&s of Inclofure, from the Commencement. of the Reign of 
Queen Anne to the Conclufion of the Seffion of the \ith Parliament of 
Great Britain, 37 George II]. anno 1797. 


nw a 2 cs) n” = 5 a 

G5 |S~s |S23I8Eee : | 

eae | ig ele ee are Le 

ae ee SN at act eg | Total 

COUNTY. Di ss} Se a O° S 

poe |e ye SS TiS bo) 24 | extent. 

2vEgjevl Cis vo Slavwdtny} — 

ES BISLESISSEFI SSH | 8 

Be Oe Pana a tay eo } 

Ait .9 | A. |B ES 
Bedford - - 17 30,03 1 14 24.7 32 31 54,763: 
Berks = - 7 6,333 | 20 |153,333 | 27 |159,666 
Bucks -  - 31 | 38,457 | 22 | 26,899 | 53 | 63,356 
Cambridge = - 5 8,816 4 3,516 7 12,452 
Chefter +\\- 12 10,563 _ — 12 10,563 
Cumberland - 7 25,146 11 38,087 18 63,233: 
Derby - - 63 54,985 11 9,600 74 64,585. 
Dorfet -  - 9 ©} 18354] 2 5 6,308 | 14 | 19,622 
Durham - ~ 26 64,115 — —_— 26 64,615 
Effex -i(- >. 2 1,022 1 511 3 1,533 
Gloucefter - 89 5134-71 35 46,192 74 27,663 
Hereford - — - 7 3,320 — a 7 3,300 
Hertford - | - 6 8,022 gee AON 9 | 12,033 
Huntingdon - 19. | 30,750 8 14,471] 27 45,321 
Lancafler - - 27 26,801 al 993 28 27,994 
Leicefter - = |.117 | 161,208 | 18 | 24,814 | 135 |186,102. 
Lincoln - - 153 368,018 19 46,879 172 414,897 
Middlefex - o 3,350 3 4,525 5 7,875 
Norfolk - + 87 70,176 16 30,346 53 too 2e9 
Northampton 97 157,956 39 48,852 | 127 |206;808 
Northumberland} 30 | 111,248 — — 80 1111,248 
Nottingham - 60 | 108,541 19 | 34,223 79 1149,764 
Oxford - - 34 50,736 33 49,294 67 99,980" 
Rutland - - 15 22,704 3 4,541 18 27,245 
Salop - - - 16 18,920 Qe A8G6S 18 21,285 
Somerfet - - 42 44,986 3 3,214 45 48,200 
Southampton 20 15,782 15 11,587 35 27,369 
Stafford - | - 35 | 35,646 3,027 | $38 | 38,673 
Suffolk +> = 7 7,501 1 1,072 | 8 8,573 
Surry - + +- 2 437 1 218 3 615 
Suffex,, =. < 4. 1,450) fs 4 1,450 
Warwick - 3g | 49,155 | .31 40,134 | 69 | 89,289 
Weftmoreland z 2,158 11 11,689 | 13 14,027 


—e 


——— 


———s 


Carried forward | 988 {1602750 | 332 [645,693 | 1,330 |2359440 
~ Brought 
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General Table continued. 
wn | ~ ~ 
ag |2S5 seizes |= 
ey ae MY oe % u =] 
SegiEe< g(a le 2 oul S 
Pea Peres |S ee Pew IES cach Sea ee 
Seal sics ~2aloogs ag Total 
a Ww SF oa a S x 
COUNTY. gr als - 5 A}. 7 S550 AS | Extent, 
Ex oleoL |G Aes sa > 
Sev ee ae (se cle gents 
Ae 3 Oe As. Tae ES B 
Brought over 988 11609750 | 332 | 645,693 | 1,330 |2,359,440 
0° ae 18 31,681| 36 | 63,368| 54 | 95,052 
Worcefter - 26 24,184| 36 33,486 | 62 | 57,670 
York - + .~ 265 | 338,757| 50 63,954 | 315 }402,711 
1,297 |1997372 | 454 | 806,501 | 1,761 |2,803,873 
WALES. 
FlintS-- 4. 6 16,990 } — eee 6 16,990 
Glamorgan - 1 750|/ — —— 1 750 
Monmouth - 1- 780 | — 1 780 
Montgomery 4 8,626 1 2,157 5 10,783 
Pembroke  - Pe 2,450 1 2.4.50 2 4,900 
13 28,596 2 4,507 15 33,203 
1,310 |2025968 | 466 |811,108 | 1,776 |2,837,873 
Total number of 
inclofures from 
the commence- 
ment of the reign 
of Queen Anne 
to the conclufion 
of the feffion of 
the 17th parlia- 
ment of Great 
Britain’'\*- 2 1,297 }1,997,372| 464 806,501 | 1,761 |2,803,873 
Ditto in Wales 13 28,596, 2 | ° 4,607 13 33,203 
Grand total - | 1,310 {2,025,968 466 | 811,108 | 1,776 |2,837,873 


On 
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_ On the preceding table your 
Committee beg leave to remark, 
that no aéts of inclofure have taken 
place in the counties cf Devon and 
Cornwall; and a very few in pro- 
portion to its extent in the princi- 
pality of Wales. Indeed there is 
every reafon to imagine that coun- 
ties at a diftance from the metro- 
polis are deterred from making ap- 
plications to parliament, by - the 
_.dificulty in obtaining fuch acts, and 
the expence attending them; and 
that no extenfive plan of improve- 
ment can be expected in the more 
remote parts of the kingdom whilft 
the prefent fyftem continues. 
Your Committee have alfo 
thought proper to draw up a table 
~of the acts, according to the reigns 
of the different fovereigns, toge- 
ther with a calculation of the ex- 
tent of land inclofed in each reign. 


General Table of Acs of Inchjfures, 
according to the Reigns of the different 


Sovereigns. 
Re'gn. Number = Extent of Land 
of A&s. inclofed. 
‘Queen Anne - 2 - 1,438 
Georgel. - 16 - 17,660 
George ll. - 226 - 318,778 


George III. - 1,532 - 2,804,197 


—--———~ 


1,776 2,837,873 

Tt would alfo have been defire- 
able to have diftinguifhed the ex- 
tent of wafte land inclofed, com- 
ared to that of common fields or 
lands of an arable nature; but to 
have afcertained the fame with 
any tolerable accuracy, would have 
required fo much time, and been 
attended with fo many difficulties, 
that your Committee were under 
the neceflity of giving up the idea, 


II. 


On the Extent of Land remaining un~ 
inclofed, and the Means which might 
be adopted for more effedtually pro- 
moting the Inclofure thereof. 


HAVING endeavoured to afcer- 
tain the quantity of land, already 
inclofed, it would have been ex- 
tremely defireable, in the next 
place, to have laid before the Houfe 
an accurate ftatement of the extent 
ofiland {till remaining uninclofed, 
reitricting the eftimate to England, 
as the waites and commons of Scot- 
land do not come within the {cope 
of this report. Your Committee, 
however, on this head, have been 
under the necefiity of being fatif- 
fied with very general calculations, 
of which the following is_ the 
refult :— 

It is fuppofed that England’ a- 
lone contains about. 46,000,000 of 
acres, of which about 7,800,000 
remain wafte in common or uncul- 
tivated; and on the fuppofition that 
only 1,200,000. acres are in a ftate 
of common fields, or, from various 
circumftances, as from Lammas te- 
nure, &c. cannot be inclofed with- 
out the authority of parliament, it 
would appear that at leait one-fifth 
part of the fouthern part of the 
ifland remains fubjeét to the opera- 
tions of a general bill of inclofure. 

The progrefs in dividing and 
improving this extent of territory 
muft be extremely flow; and ex- 
perience has already fatally proved, 
that, as the law now ftands, it is © 
extremely inadequate to the ins 
creafing population and confump- 
tion of the country. On the fup- 
pofition indeed that 50,000 acres 
are annually inclofed under the pre- 
fent fyftem, if there are 10,000,000 
acres uninclofed, it would re- 

quire 
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quire 200 years before the whole 
is accomplithed.. Befides, in many 
cafes the commons are too {mall to 
hear the heavy expence aitending a 
{pecial aé& of parliament; and in 
remote parts of the country, where 
the land is of little value, the ex- 
pence of an aét.is a very material 
confideration. |Your Commitiee 
will therefore proceed briefly to 
ftate the means which have occur- 
red to them for removing fo great 
an obftacle to improvement. 
To pats a law permitting perions 
unanimoufly confenting to an in- 
slofure to divide their common pro- 
perty by agreement among them- 
elves, and to remove all legal dif- 
abilities which may ftand in the way 
of fuch agreement, is a meafure 
which will not probably meet with 
any oppofition ; and yourCommit- 
tee have come to a refolution, re- 
commending that fuch a bill fhould 
be fubmitted to the confideration of 
the Houfe. The greatdifficulty how- 
ever is, to fuggeft the means of bring- 
{ng about a divifion where the par- 
ties differ regarding the inclofure. 
If the parties are not unanimous, 
there are two modes by which the 
inclofure might be effected ; name- 
ly, 1%, By giving authority to the 
courts of law either to appoint com- 
miflioners, or to divide the commons 
by judicial proceedings: or, 2d, To 
enable the parties interefted to ap- 
point commiffioners for the purpofe 
of feparating the portions of thofe 
who affent from thofe who diffent, 
to the inclofure, in order that the 


ais 


fhares: belonging to the affenters 
may be inclofed. 

In regard to the firft idea, that of 
patting a law giving the power of 
nominating the commiflfioners, not 
to the parties interefted, but to the 
Lord Chancellor, the Judge of Af- 
fize, the Grand Jury, or the Quar~ 
ter Seflions of each county; or to 
adopt a plan fimilar to that efta- 
blifhed in Scotland, by which the 
commons are divided by the courts 
of law, without the intervention of 
commiflioners, it would require 
very deliberate confideration. The 
Scotch plan, your Committee un- 
deritand, has in fome cafes been 
found expenfive, and in others im-~ 
practicable *. And in regard tp 
the granting authority to the Chan- 
cellor, the Judge of Affize, the 
Grand Jury, or the Quarter Sef- 
fions, to appoint commiffioners, if 
other means can be thought of to 
an{wer the fame purpofe, it feems 
unneceflary to add to the labour of 
thofe who are, it is fuppofed, al- 
ready fufficiently loaded: with judi- 
cial bufinefs. 

2d. To the adoption of the fe- 
cond plan, however, your Commit- 
tee can fee no material objection. 
It is an eftablifhed principle in the » 
law of England, that no perfou 
holding a property in feveraliy can 
have that property encroached up- 
on without his own confent, or an 
act of the legiflature. .But the cafe 
is different where the property is 
mixed. Itis well known that joint 
tenants, coparceners, and tenants 


* Attempts have been made to divide a common called Milbuie, fituated in the 
counties of Rofs and Cromarty, but in vain. To afcertain the rights of the parties, 
and the extent of their mutual ioterefts, before a court of law, was found imprac- 


ticable. 


But commiffioners appointed for that purpofe, invefted with authority 


fimilar to that granted in an Englith bill of inclofure, would have found no difficul- 


ty in dividing that common, 


im 
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in common, are either by the com- 
mon law, or by exprefs ftatute, 
compellable to a divifion ; and it is 
only neceffary to extend the’ fame 
principles to mixed property of 
every other defcription, to obtain 
what has been fo long ardently 
wifhed for,—an eafy and effectual 
method of promoting a general 
fyf{tem of improvement. For that 
purpofe, it is propofed that provi- 
fion fhould be made, under the au- 
thority of a general law, by which 


all perfons poflefled of mixed pro-. 


perty in land, defirous of inclofing 
or improving the fame, fhall be 
énabled to have their fhare in that 
property feparately fet out, leaving 
the property of thofe who diffent 
from fuch a meafure, in its former 
mixed ftate. By this plan, every 
individual may do what he judges 
beft with his own property ; but he 
is not entitled, contrary to every 
principle .of juftice and equity, to 
prevent other individuals from en- 
Joying the fame valuable privilege, 
For effecting fo important an ob- 
je&, it is propofed to legalize the 
divifion of mixed property by com- 
miffioners, one appointed by the 
parties affenting to the inclofure, 
another by the parties-diffenting, 
and a third by the two commiffion- 
ers previoufly nominated. This is 
in fact merely extending the prin- 
ciples of the writ of partition, as 
improved on by the provifions of 
8 and 9 Will. III. Cap. 31. to 
other mixed property, through the 
medium of commiffioners, in con- 
fequence of the rights being too 
complicated for a jury to decide on 
them; and by that fimple opera- 
tion, the great object of facilitating 
the inyprovement of the country 
will be effectually fecured. The 


parties defirous of an inclofure may 
thus obtain the object of their 
wifhes ; whereas thofe who are ei- 
ther unable or unwilling to im- 
prove their allotments, and there- 
fore diffent from the inclofure, are 
permitted to retain their fhares in 
common as formerly. This is in- 
finitely preferable to compelling a 
reluctant affent; for if the improve- 
ments made in the portion thus 
inclofed, are found to anfwer, thofe 
who diffent will foon follow the 
example of their neighbours. 


Conclufion. 


YOUR Committee cannot too 
ftrongly recommend to the Houfe 
an immediate attention to this im- 
portant fubject. Every means 
(they are of opinion) ought to-be 
taken for adding, without delay, 
from at leaft 150,000 to perhaps 
300,000 acres to the land now in 
cultivation, as the only effectual 
means of preventing that importa- 
tion of corn, and difadvantages 
therefrom, by which this country 
has already fo deeply fuffered. But 
if the views of the legiflature fhould 
extend ftill further, and if the ne- 
ceffary meafures are taken for im- 
proving the territory, now in a 
{tate of defe&tive cultivation, as well 
as cultivating the lands which ftill 
remain in a wafte and unproductive 
ftate, this country might draw as 
much wealth from exporting the 
furplus produce of its foil as from. 
any branch of its commerce, how- 
ever lucrative; and thence would: 
arife a fource of riches not depend- 
ing upon the caprice, but arifing 
from the neceffities of other nations, 
Such a refource, in a domeftic point 
of view, is the moft likely means 
of enabling us to bear the heavy 

burthens: 
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burthens to which we are now fub- 
jected, without being exhaufted or 
erufhed by the preffure. 

It is more particularly neceflary 
to carry fuch a meafure f{peedily 
into effect, becaufe it might be of 
the moft effential public {ervice, as 
foon as the prefent war is conclud- 
ed, to have fo.important a refource 
opened at home for the employ- 
ment of our gallant foldiery, who 
muit be difmiffed when fuch an 
event takes place, and to whom the 
cultivation and improvement. of 
the territory of the country would 
furnifh by far the moft ufeful and 
valuable of all occupations. A 
difbanded fieet fupplies our mer- 
chantmen with failors, and may 
extend the fifheries on our coatts; 
but a difbanded army has hitherto 
nad little refource, but emigration 
to our colonies, or to foreign coun- 
tries, or reforting to manufactures, 
many of which require fkill and 
experience in thofe who are em- 
ployed in them. Since the intro- 
duction of machinery, however, 
great numbers of hands are lefs ne- 
ceflary for our manufactures tian 

. formerly ;. and hence the proper 
bufinefs for our difbanded foldiers 
‘would be the cultivation of the foil. 
With what fatisfaction would not 
the nation at large witnefs thofe 
“brave and gallant men, who in time 
of war devoted themfelves to the 
neceffary defence of their country, 
in the time of peace ufefully occu- 
ied in the effential employment of 
furnifhing it with fubsiftence! 

On the whole, your Committee 
have come to the following refolu- 
tions :— 

Refolved, That it is the opinion 
‘of this Committee, that the cultiva- 
tion and impro:ement of the wafte, 


WOL., XXXL. 


417 


uninclofed, and unproduttive lands, 
and of the common arable fields, 
common meadows, and common of 

afture, in this kingdom, is an ob- 
ject of fuch effential confequence 
to the general interefts of the na- 
tion, that every means ought to be 
adopted, fpeedily and effectually, 
to accomplifh the fame; and that 
every poffible ftep ought to be 
taken for that purpofe, in the courfe 
of the prefent feffion of parlia- 
ment. 

Refolved, Fhat it is the opinion 
of this Committee, that it would 
tend to promote the inclofure of 
fuch lands, if a bill were paffed for 
dividing, allotting, and inclofing the 
wafte lands, commons, common 
fields, and other commonable lands, 
of that part of Great Britain called 
England, by agreement among the 
parties interefted therein, and for 
removing any legal difabilities which 
may ftand in the way of fuch agree- 
ment. 

Reflued, That it is the opinion 
of this Committee, that it would 
materially tend to the inclofure of 
{uch lands (more efpecially where 
the parties are neither numerous or 
complicated; ‘if, in cafes where the 
parties are not unanimous, a law 
were pafled for enabling any per- 
fon or perfons entitled to any wafte, 
uninclofed, and unprodu¢tive lands, 


“common arable fields, common 


meadows, or common of pafture, 
or any portion thereof, in that part 
of Great Britain called England, to 
divide, inclofe, and hold the fame 
in feveralty. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion 
of this Committee, that the chair- 
man Go move the Houfe for leave 
to bring in a bill or bills, purfuant 
to the above refolutions. 
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Order paffed by the Houfé of Commens in 
1641, rating every man according to 
his Lftate for the King’s Ufe. 


UKES 1001— Marquiffes 801. 
— Earls 60].—Vifcounts 501. 
—Lords 40].—Baronetsand Knights 
of the Bath 301. — Knights 20]. — 
Efquires 10].—-Gentlemen of 1001. 
per annum, 51. — Recufants of all 
degrees to double Proteftants — 
Lord Mayor 40]. — Aldermen 201. 
—Citizens fined for Sheriffs 201.— 
Deputies of the’ Wards 151.—Mer- 
‘chants firangers, Knights 40]. — 
‘Common Council-men 51.— Live- 
rymen of the firft twelve Companies 
5l.—Liverymen of othér Companies 
al. 10s.—Mafters and Wardens 51. 
—Freemen 1].—every Merchant of 
London 10]. — every Merchant 
ftranger, trading within land, 51.— 
‘every Englifh Merchant, not free, 
5l.—every Englifh Faétor, not tree, 
"i. — every ftranger Proteftant, 
Handicraft, or Tradefman, or Arti- 
ficer, 2s.—-every Papift ftranger, 
sand Artificer, 4s.-—-'every Widow, 
-a third part, according to her huf- 
‘band’s degree—a Judge and Knight 
. 20]. — King’s Serjeant 251. — Ser- 
«jeant at Law 201.—every one of the 
/King’s, Queen’s, and Prince’s coun-- 
eil, 201.—every Dodtor of Civil Law 
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and Doétor of Phyfic 101. — every 
Bifhop 60l.— every Dean 401— 
every Canon 20].—every Prebend 
201. — every Archdeacon 151. — 
every Chancellor and Commiflary 
15].—every Parfon or Vicar of 1001. 
perannum, 51.—every office worth 
above 100!. per annum, to be rated, 
every man who may {pend 50l. per 
annum, 1]. 10s.—every man fpend- 
ing 20]. per annum, 5s. — every 
perfon who is above fixteen years 
of age, and not receiving alms, nor 
formerly rated, 6d. per pole. 


ACCOUNT OF LONDON BRIDGE. 


From the Hiftory of the Principal Rivers 


0, Great Britain, Aso. 


E proceed to London- 

Bridge, whofe antiquity 

carries back our inquiries to a very 
early period of the Englith hiftory. 
The year of its foundation is nat, 
afcertained by antiquarian fagacity, 
but it appears to have been built 
between the years 993 and 1016, 
fince, in the firft of them, Unlaf the 
Dane, according to the Saxon Chro- 
nicle, failed up the river as far as 
Stanes; and in the latter, Canute, 
King of Denmark, when. he be- 
; fieged | 
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fieged London, caufed a channel 'to 
be formed on the fouth fide, of the 
‘Thames,about Rotherhithe, for con- 
veying his fhips above the bridge. 
If any credit is to be given tothe 
traditionary account of the origin 
of the ancient woeden bridge, given 
by Bartholomew Linftead, the laft 
prior of Saint Mary Overy’s, con- 
vent, London is indebted for this 
ftruéture to that religious houfe. 
Stow feems to be of this opinion; 
but the perfons who continued his 
work allow no other merit to the 
monks of this convent than that 
they gave their confent to the erec- 
tion of the bridge, on receiving a 
fufficient.recompence for the lofs of 
the ferty, by which they had, been 
fupported ; and that this conjecture 
is not without foundation, appears 
from the appropriation of lands for 
the fupport of London-bridge, at fo 
early a period as the reign of Hen- 
ry I.. Inthe year 1136, it was con- 
fumed by fire; and in 1163, it was 
in fuch a ruinous ftate as to be re- 
built, under the infpection of Peter, 
curate of St. Mary Colechurch, in 
London, who was celebrated for 
his knowledge in the fcience of ar- 
chiteéture.. At length, the con- 
finued and heavy expence which 
was neceflary to maintain and fup- 
port a wooden bridge becoming 
burthenfome to the people, who, 
when the lands appropriated for its 
maintenance proved inadequate to 
their objet, were taxed to. fupply 
the deficiencies, it was refolved in 
the year 1176 to build one of ftone, 
a litile to the weft of the other; and 
this ftructure was completed in the 
year 1209. The fame architect was 
‘employed, who died four years be- 
fore it was finifhed, and was buried 
in a beautiful chapel, probably of 
his own conftruction, dedicaled to 
: Dd2 
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St. Thomas,..which ftood on’ the, 
ninth pier from the north end, and 
had an entrance from the river, as 
well as the ftreet, by a winding 
ftaircafe.. In the middle of it was 
a tomb, fuppofed to contain the 
remains ofitsarchitect. Butthough 
fo much art and expence were em- 
ployed in building the bridge with 
ftone, it fuffered very much from a 
fire in the ftreets at each end of it; 
fo that from this accident, and other 
circumftances, it was in fuch a ruin- 
ous condition that King Edward I, 
granted a brief to the bridge-keeper, 
to afk and receive the benevolence 
of his fubjects through the kingdom 
towards repairing it. It would be 
equally irkfome and unneceffary to. 
enumerate all the cafualties which 
befel London-bridge till the cor- 
poration of London came to the 
refolution, in 1746, of taking down 
all the houfes, and enlarging one or 
more of its arches, to improve. the 
navigation beneath it: but it was 
ten years before this refolution was 
carried into effet. The fpace oc- 
cupied by the piers and fterlings of 
this bridge is confiderably greater 
than that allowed for the pailage of 
the water ;:fo that half the breadth 
of the river is in this place entirely 
fiopped. But inftead of making 
reparations, the whole ought to 
have been removed, as a very mag- 
nificent ftruéture might have been 
erected, at a much lefs expence than 
has been employed in maintaining 
the prefent nuifance to the river, 
and difgrace of the city. The laft 
alteration coft near 100,0001. and 
without any wife anfwering the prin- 
cipal object in yiew, which was to 
diminith its fall at the ebbing of 
the tide, and confequently to leffen . 
the danger of a paflage which has 
proved a watery grave to fo many 


people. 
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people. This vaft work appears 
to have been founded on enormous 
piles, driven clofely together: on 
their tops were laid long planks, 
ten inches thick, ftrongly bolted; 
and on them was placed the bafe of 
the pier, the lowermoft ftones of 
which are bedded in pitch, to pre- 
vent the water from damaging the 
work; around the whole were the 
piles which are called the fterlings, 
defigned.to ftrengthen and preferve 
the foundation: 
tie fpace between the piers in fuch 
a manner, as to occafion, at the re- 
turn of every tide, a fall of five feet, 
é* a number of cataracts full of 
danger, and, as they have proved, 
of deftruction. This ftructure has 
been ftyled, by ancient writers, the 
wonder of the world, the bridge of 
the world, and the bridge of won- 
ders; and how well it deferved this 
pompous character will be feen from 
the defcription of its form and con- 
dition, previous to ‘that alteration 
to which it owes its prefent appear- 
ance. | 
_ The Thames, in this part of it, 
is 915 feet broad, which is the 
length of the bridge. The ftreet 
that covered it confifted, before 
the houfes fell to decay, of lofty 
‘edifices, built with fome attention 
to exterior regularity: it was 20 
feet wide, and the buildings on ei- 
ther fide about 26 feet in depth. 
Acrofs the middle of the {treet ran 
feveral lofty arches, extending from 
fide to fide, the bottom part of each 
arch terminating at the firft ftory, 
and the upper part reaching near 
the tops of the houfes; the work 
over the arches extending in a 
ttraight line from fide to fide. They 
were defigned to prevent the build- 
ings from giving way; and were 
herefore formed of {trong timbers, 


thefe contracted. 


bolted in the correfponding wood- 
work of the houfes that flanked 
them. Thus the ftreet on the 
bridge had nothing to diftinguifh it 
from any narrow {ftreet in the city 
but the high arches juft defcribed, 
and three openings, guarded with 
iron rails, which afforded a view of 
the river. But the appearance from 
the water baffles all defcription, and 
difplayed a ftrange example of curi- 
ous deformity. Nineteen unequi- 
lateral arches, of different heights 
and breadths, with fterlings increaf- 
ed to a monftrous fize by frequent 
repairs, ferved to fupport a range of 
houfes as irregular as themfelves ; 
the back part of which, broken by 
hanging clofets and irregular pro- 
jections, offered a very ‘ifguhing 
object; while many of the build- 
ings overhung the arches, fo as to 
hide the upper part of them, and 
feemed to lean in fuch a manner as 
to fill the beholder with equal 
amazement and horror. In one 
part of this extraordinary ftruéture, 
there had formerly been a draw- 
bridge, which was ufeful by way of 
defence, as well as to admit fhips to 
the upper part of the river, and it 
was guarded by a tower. It pres 
vented Fauconbridge, the baftard, 
from entering the city in 1471 with 
his armed followers, on the pretence 
of liberating the unfortunate Hen- 
ry from his imprifonment in the 
Yower. It alfo checked, and in- 
deed feemed to annihilate, the ill- 
conduéted infurrection of Sir Tho- 
mas Wiatt, in the reign of Queen 
Mary. In the times of civil dif- 
fention, which rendered this king- 
dom a continual fcene of turbulence 
and bloodifhed, this tower was em- 
ployed to expofe the heads of trai- 
tors: and an old map of the city, 
in 1597, reprefents this building as 

decorated 
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decorated with a fad and numerous 
exhibilion of them. But though 
the paffage over the bridge is very 
much enlarged and improved, and. 
forms a very handfome communica- 
tion between the city of London 
and borough of Southwark, we¢ can- 
not but lament, as if the miferable 
contrivance of the bridge itfelf were 
not a fufficient impediment to the 
navigation, that the four arches, 
which have been fo long occupied 
by an engine to fupply the neigh- 
bourhood with water, {till continue 
to be incumbered with it. 


Account of the Pyramid of Caius Ceffius. 
_ —From Lumifien’s Remarks on the 
Antiquities of Rome. 


LMOST joining to the gate of 

St. Paul, there is an elegant 
pyramid, which is built up in and 
ferves for part of the city wall. It 
had certainly ftood without the city 
before Aurelian extended the walls. 
This is the only pyramid remaining 
about Rome: but which conveys 
to us, though in miniature, an idea 
of thofe in Egypt! * It was built 
to perpetuate the name of Caius 
Ceftius, one of the /e/temvir Epulonum, 
But who this Ceftius was, other 
than the title given him on this 
monument, is uncertain. The 
Epulones were a college of priefts, of 
reat dignity, who prepared thofe 
feafts to the gods, called Ledtifernia, 
where their ftatues, laid on rich 
beds, were placed at table as the 
principal guefts. One of. thofe 
beds (of bronze curioufly wrought) 
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has been found in Herculaneum. 
Thefe fumptuous entertainments 
were devoured by the feven noble 
gormandizing priefts. It was to 
appeafe the gods, in time ofa plague, 
that the Romans firft inftituted thefe 
feafts, in the year of Rome 356 +. 
As the ground about the pyramid 
is much raifed, we have not fo ad- 
vantageous a fight of it as formerly. 
It is 164% palms high, all incrufted 
with white marble, and refts on a 
bafe of Tiburtine ftones, whofe 
height is 33 palms. The breadth 
of the fquare, on which it ftands, 
is 130 palms. Agreeable to the 
teftament of Ceftius, this vaft mo- 
nument was built in $80 days. The 
fepulchral chamber had been finely 
painted; it is now much defaced ; 
more perhaps from the fmoke of 
the torches ufed in fhowing it, than 
from the humidity of the place. 
Thefe figures and ornaments feem 
all to relate to the facred ceremo- 
nies of the Efulones, ‘The monu- 
ment was judicioufly repaired, with~ 
out altering its form, by Pope Alex 
ander VII. 


Roman Method of computing Time. 
ang Fyom the fame. 

N the authority of Varro,Pliny 
C) icon us, that the firft /un- dial 
fet up for public ufe at Rome, was. 
brought from Catania in Sicily, by 
the conful M.‘ Valerius Meflala, in 
the year U. C. 491, and was placed 
ona column near the rofra; but as 
this dial had been proyécted for a 
more fouthern latitude, ‘it did not 
fhow the hours with exactnefs. 
However, fuch as it was, the Ro» 


* Pliny, mentioning the pyramids of Egypt, juftly calls them, * regum pecunie 


otiofa ac ftulta oftentatio.’*—-Hift. Nat. |. 
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mantis régulated their time by it for 
the fpace of ninety-nine years, when 
Q. Marcus Philippus, who was cen- 
for with L. Paulus, caufed another 
dial, conftruéted for the latitude of 
Rome, to be ereéted near the old 
one. Butasafun-dial did not ferve 
in cloudy weather, Scipio Natfica, 
five years after, remedied this defeé, 
by introducing a method of divid- 
ing the night.as well as the day in- 
to hours, by means of a water ma- 
chine, a clejfidra, which Pliny calls 
an Aorolozium. 

I do not sttdleedd conceive how a 
fun-dial, or any other inftrument, 
could point out the various hours, 
as time was computed by the anci- 
ent Romans. The time the earth 
takesto revolve once round fts axis, 
or the fpace between the rifing of 
the fun till its next rifing, which 
makes a day and a night, divid- 
ed into twenty - four equal parts, 
we'call hours. Now, the Romans 
divided the day and the night into 
twenty-four hours. Twelve of 
thefe, from the rifing of the fun to 
jis fetting, conftituted their day ; 
and the other twelve, from the fet- 
ting of the fun to its rifing, contfti- 
tuted their night. Thus as ‘he fea- 
fons changed, the length of their 
hours muft have varied. In winter 
the twelve hours of the. day were 
fhort, and thofe of the night long: 
in fummer they were. the reverte. 
How then could thefe hours, of an 


Ge To reckon time from the fetting of the fun, was avery ancient cultom: 
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unequal length, and which daily 
varied, be meafurec by an inftru- 
ment? I have not been able to 
difcover any method by which this 
could be done. However, they had 
two fixed points, viz. mid-day and 
mid-night, which they called the 
fixth hour: fo that a meridian line 
would always point out the fixth 
hour, or mid- -day. 

Neither have I been able to 
difcover when the modern Romans 
changed this method of computing 
time. . In the courfe of the day and 
night they reckon twenty - four 
hours, which are all of an equal 
length in every feafon of the year. 
Noinconvenience can arife in reck- 
oning twenty-four hours in place 
of feelve and twelve, as we do. 
Perhaps fo far the modern Roman 
meihod is preferable to ours.; But 
the difficulty is, that they donot 
begin to reckon their hours from a 
fixed point, viz. from mid-day, when 
the fun croffes the fame meridian 
line every day in the year. . Thus 
they call halfan hour after fun-fet 
the twenty-fourth hour; and an 
hour and a half afier fun-fet the 
firft hour, or one o’clock. * Hence 
the nominal hour \of mid- -day con- 
ftantly changes with them ;, in June 
it 1s called fixteen, and,in ‘Decem- 
ber nineteen o >cloek. To regulate, 
therefore, a time - piece by this 
method of computing, it muft be 
daily altered, ; 


it was 


practifed particularly by the Germans and Gauls. It feems to be conneéted with the 
ideas Which eftablith the exiftence of a chaos or night, before the world or day. 
See ‘* Recherches fur l’Origine et les So ae des Arts de la ies par re d’Han- 
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Tffay on the Means of confining Heat, and 
directing its Operations. 
From Couut Rumford’s E-ffays, 
vol. 2, chap. 3. 


HAT heat paffes more freely 
through fome bodies than 
others, is a faét very well known; 
but the caufe of this difference in 
the conducting powers of bodies, 
with refpect to heat, has not yet 
been difcovered. 

The utility of giving a wooden 
handle to a tea-pot or coffee-pot of 
metal; or of covering its metallic 
handle with leather, or with wood, 
is well known: but the difference 
_in the conducting powers of various 
bodies with regard to heat, may be 
fhown by a great number of very 
fimple experiments ;—fuch as are 
in the power of every one to make 
at all times and in all places, and 
~almoft without either trouble or 
expence. eee 

{f an iron nail and a pin of wood, 
of the fame form and dimenfions, 
be held fucceffively:in the flame of 
acandle, the difference in the con- 
ducting powers of the metal and of 


st 


wood will manifeft itfelf in a man: 
nerin which there will be no room 
left for doubt. As foon as the end 
of the nail, which is expofed in the 
flame of the candle, begins to be 
heated, the other end of it will 
grow {fo hot as\to render it impoffi- 
ble to hold it in the hand without 
being burnt; but the wood may 
be held any length of time in the 
fame fituation without the leaft in- 
convenience; and, even after it 
has taken fire, it may be held till it 
is almoft entirely confumed; for 
the uninflamed wood will not grow 
hot, and, till the flame actually 
comes in conta¢t with the fingers, 
they will not be burnt. If a {mall 
flip or tube of glafs be held in the 
flame of the candle in the fame 
manner, the end of the glafs by 
which it is held will be found to be 
more heated than the wood, but 
incomparably lefs fo than the pin 
or nail of metal ;—and among all 
the various bodies that can be tried 
in this manner, no two of them 
will be found to give paffage to heat 
through their fubftances with ex- 


actly the fame degree of facility *. 


% To thow the relative conduéting power of the different metals, Doétor Ingen- 


houz contrived a very pretty experiment. :He took equal cylinders of the different 
metals (being ftraight pieces of {tout wire, drawn through the fame hole, and of 
the fame length) and, dipping them into’ melted wax, covered them with a thin 
coating of the wax. He then held one end of each of thefe eylinders in boiling 
water, and obferved how far the coating of wax was melted bythe heat gona yale 
cated through the metal, and with-what celerity the heat pafied « 
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To confine heat is nothing more 
than to prevent its efcape out of 
the hot body in which it exifts, and 
in which it is required to be retain- 
ed; and this can only be done by 
furrounding the hot body by fome 
covering compofed of a fubftance 


through which heat cannot pafs, or, 


through which it paffes with great 
difficulty. If a covering could be 
found petfeétly impervious to heat, 
there is reafon to believe that a hot 
body, completely furrounded by it, 
would remain hot for ever; but we 
are acquainted with no fuch fub- 
ftance ; nor is it probable that any 
fuch exifts. 

Thofe bodies in which heat paffes 
freely or rapidly, are called con- 
duétors of heat; thofe in which it 
makes its way with great difficulty, 
or very flowly, non-conductors, or 
bad conductors of heat. The epi- 
thets, good, bad, indifferent, excel- 
lent, &c, are applied indifferently 
to conductors and to non-conduc- 
tors. A good conduttor, for in- 
ftance, is one in which heat paffes 
very freely ; agood non-conductor 
is one in which it paffes.with great 
difficulty ; and an inditferent con- 
ductor may likewife be called, with- 
out any impropriety, an indifferent 
non-conduétor. 

Thofe bodies which are the worft 
conduétors, or rather the. beft non- 


condudtors of heat, are beft adapted. 


for forming coverings toconfineit. 
All the metals are remarkably 
good condudtors of heat ; wood, 
and in general all light, dry, and 
fpungy bodies, are non-conductors. 
Glafs, though a very hard and com- 
pact body, is a non-conductor :- mer- 
cury, water, and liquids of all kinds, 
are conduétors; but air, and in ge- 
neral all elaftie fluids, fteam even 
not excepted, are non-conductors, 


Some experiments which I have 
lately made, and which have not 
yet been publifhed, have induced 
me to fufpect that water, mercury, 
and all other non-elaftic fluids, do 
not permit’ heat to pafs through 
them from particle to particle, ‘as it 
undoubtedly paffes through folid bo- 
dies, but that their apparent ’‘con- 
ducting powers depend effentially 
upon the extreme mobility of their 
parts. In fhort, that they rather 
tranfport heat than allow it a paf- 
fage. But I will not anticipate a 
fubjec&t which I propofe to treat 
more fully at fome future period. 

The conduéting power of any fo- 
lid body in one folid mafs, is much 
greater than that of the fame body 
reduced to a powder, or divided in- 
to many {maller pieces. An iron 
bar, or an iron plate, for inftance, 
is amuch better conductor of heat 
than iron filings; and faw-duft is a 
better non-conduétor than wood. 
Dry wood-afhes is a better non.con- 
ductor than either; and very dry 
charcoal, reduced to a fine powder, 
is one of the beft non-conductors 
known: and as charcoal is perfeét- 
ly incombuftible when confined in 
afpace where frefh air cay have no 
accefs, itis admirably well caliculat- 
ed for forming a barrier for confin- 
ing heat where the heat to be con- 
fined is intenfe. 

But among all the various fub- 
{tances “of which coverings may be 
formed for confining heat, none can 
be employed with greater advan- 
tage than common atmofpheric air. 
It is what Nature employs for that 
purpofe; and we cannot do better 
than to imitate her. 

- The warmth of the wool and fur 
of beafts, and of the feathers of birds, 
is undoubtedly owing to the air in 
their interftices; which air, being 
ftrongly 
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firongly attracted by thefe fub- 
ftances, is confined, and forms a 
barrier which not only prevents the 
cold winds from approaching the 
body of the animal, but which op- 
pofes an almoft infurmountable ob- 
ftacle to the efcape of the heat of 
the animal into the atmofphere. 
In the fame manner does the air 
in fnow ferve to preferve the heat 
of the earthin winter. The warmth 
of all kinds of artificial clothing may 
be fhown to depend on the fame 
caufe; and were this circumftance 
more generally known, and more 
attended to, very important im- 
provements in the management of 
heat could not fail to refult from it. 
A great part of our lives is {pent in 
guarding onrfelves againft the ex- 
iremes of heat and of cold, and in 
operations in which the ufe of fire 
is indifpenfable ; and yet how little 
progreis has been made in that moft 
ufeful and moft important of the 
arts, the management of heat ! 
Double windows have been in’ 
ufe many years in moft of the north- 
ern parts of Europe; and their great 
utility, in rendering the houfes fur- 
nifhed with them warm and comfor- 
table in winter, is univerfally ac- 
knowledged ; but I have never 
heard that any body has thought of 
employing them in hot countries to 
keep their apartments cool in fum- 
mer : yet how eafy and natural 
is this application of fo fimpie and 
fo ufeful an invention! If a dou- 
ble window can prevent the heat 
which is in aroom from pafiing out 
of it, one would imagine it could 
require no great effort of genius to 
difcover that it would be equally 
efficacious for preventing the heat 
without from coming in, But na- 
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tural as this conclufion may appear, 
I believe it has never yet occurred 
to any body; at leaft, 1 am quite 
certain that I haye never feen a dou- 
ble window either in Italy, or in 
any other hot country I have had 
occafion to vifit. 

But the utility of double windows 
and double walls, in hot as wel! as 
in cold countries, is a matter of fo 
much importance, that I fhall take 
occafion to treat it more fully in 
another place. Inthe mean time I 
fhall only obferve here, that it is 
the confined air fhut up between the 
two windows (not the double glafs 
plates) that renders the paflage of 
heat through them fo difficult. Were 
it owing to the increafed thicknefs of 
the glafs, then a fingle pane twice 
as thick would anfwer the fame pur- 
pofe ; but the increafed thicknefs of 
the glafs of which a window is form- 
ed, is not found to have the leaft 
fenfible effect in rendering a room 
warmer. 

But air is not only a non-conduc- 
tor of heat, but its non-conducting 
power may be greatly increafed. 
To be able to form a juft idea of the 
manner in which air may be ren- 
dered a worfe conductor of heat, 
or, which is the fame thing, a bet- 
ter non-conduétor of it than it is in 
its natural unconfined ftate, it will 
be neceflary to confider the manner 
in which heat paffes through air. 
Now it appears, from the refult of 
a number of experiments which I 
made witha view to the invettiga- 
tion of this fubjeét, and which are 
publifhed in a paper read before the 
Royal Society*, that though the 
particles of air, each particle for it- 
felf, can receive heat from other bo- 
dies, or communicate it to them, yet 


* See the Philofophical Tranfactions and our Regifter for 1792. 
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there is no communication of heat 
between one particle of air and an- 
other particle of air. And from 
hence ‘it follows, that though air 
may, and certainly docs, carry off 
heat, and ‘tranfport it from one 
piace, or from one body to another, 
yet a mafs of air ina quiefcent flate, 
or with all its particles at reft, could 
it remain in this ftate, would be to- 
tally impervious to heat; or fuch a 
ma{s of air would be a perfeét non- 
conductor. ee 

Now if: heat pafles in a mafs of 
air merely in ‘confequence of the 
motion it occafions in that air, if it 
is tranfported, not fuffered to pats, 
—in that cafe it is'clear that what- 
ever can obftruct and impede’ the 
internal motion of the air, muft tend 
to diminith its conducting power: 
and this I have found to be the cafe 
in fact. I found that a certain quan- 
tity of heat which was able to make 

/its way through a wall, or rather a 
feet of confined air, half an inch 
thick in nine minutes and three- 
fifths, required twenty-one minutes 
and two-fifths to make its way 
through the fame wall, when the 
intérnal motion of this air was im- 
peded by mixing with it one-fifty- 
ixth part of its bulk of eider- 
down, of very fine fur, or of fine 
filk, as fpun by the worm. 

But in mixing bedies with air, in 
order to impede its internal motion, 
and render it more fit for confining 
heat, fuch bedies only mut be cho- 
fen as are themfelves non-conduc- 
tors of heat, otherwife they will do 
rnore harm than good, as I have 
found by experience. When, in- 
flead of making ufe of eider-down, 
fur, or fine filk, for impeding the 
internal motion’ of the confined air, 
Tufed an equal volume of exceed- 


isgly fine filver-avire flatted (bving™ 


the ravellings of gold or filver lace} 
the paffage of the heat through the 
barrier, fo far from being impeded, 
was remarkably facilitated by this 
addition; the heat pafhng through 
this compound of air and fine threads 
of metal much fooner thanit would 
have made its way through the air 
alone.” p vB) 
Another circumftance to be at- 
tended to in the choice of a fub- 
ftance to be mixed with air, in or- 
der to form a covering or barrier for 
confining heat, is the finenefs or 
fubtility of its parts; for the finer 
they are, the greater will be their 
furface in proportion to their folidi- 
ty, and the more will they impede 
the motion of the particles of the 
air. Coarfe horfe-hair would be 
found to anfwer much. worfe for 
this purpofe than the fine fur of a 
beaver, though it is not probable 
that there is any eflential difference 
in the chymical properties of thofe 
two kinds of hair. i 
‘ But it is not only the finenefs of 
the parts of a fubftance, and its be- 
ing a non-conduétor, which rendér 
it proper to be employed in the for- 
mation of covering to confine heat ; 
there is ftill another property, more 
occult, which feems to have great 
influence in’ rendering fome fub- 
ftances better fitted for this ufe than 
others; and this is a certain attrac- 
tion which fubfifts between cértain 
bodies and air. The obftinacy with 
which air adheres to the fine fur of 
beafts and to the feathers of birds, 
is well known; and it.may eafily 
be proved that this attraction muft 
affift very powerfully in preventing 
the motion of the air concealed in 
the interftices of thofe fubftances, 
and confequently in impeding the 
paflage of heat through them. 
Perhaps there may be By 
ill 
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ftill more’ hidden caufe which ren- 
ders one fubftance better than an- 
other for confining heat. I have 
fhown by a direct and vnexception- 
’ able experiment, that-heat can pafs 
through the Torricellian vacuum *, 
though with rather more difficulty 
than in air (the conducting power 
of air being to that of a Torricel- 
lian vacuum as 1000 to 604, or as 
6 to 10, very nearly); but if heat 
can pafs where there is no air, it 
muft in that cafe pafs by a medium 
more fubtil than air: ——-a medium 
which moft probably pervades all 
folid bodies with the greateft facili- 
ty, and which muft certainly per- 
vade either the glafs or the mercury 
employed in making a Torricellian 
vacuum. 

Now, if there exifts a medium 
more fubtiie than air, by which heat 
may be conduéted, is it not poffi- 
ble that there may exift a certain 
affinity between that medium and 
fenfible bodies? a certain attrac- 
tion or cohefion by means of which 
bodies in general, or fome kinds of 
bodies in particular, may, jome how 
or other) impede’ this medium in its 
operations in conduéting or tranf- 
porting heat from oné place to ano- 
ther ?—-It appeared from the refult 
of feveral of my experiments, of 
which I have given an account 
in detail in my paper before men- 
tioned, publithed in the year 1786, 
in the ‘76th volume, of the Phi- 
lofophical ‘Tranfaétions, that the 
condudiing powertof a Torricellian 
vacuum is to that of air as G04 to 
1000 : — but I found by a fubfe- 
quent experiment (fee my fecond 
rhe or heat, publithed in the Phi- 
ofophical Tranfactions for the year 


BSS A YS? > aly 


1792) that fifty-five parts in bulk 
of air, with one part ot fine raw filk, 
formed a covering for confining 
heat, the conducting power of which 
was to that of air as 576 to 1284; 
or as 448 to 1000. Now, from the 
refult of this la{t-mentioned expe- 
riment, it fiould feem that the in> 
troduction into the fpace through 
which the heat paffed, of fo fmalla 
quantity of raw filk as one-fifty- 
fixth part of the volume, or capa- 
city of that {pace (which now con- 
tained fifty-five parts of airand one 
part of filk) more impervious to 
heat than even a Torricellian va- 
cuum. The filk muft therefore not 
only have completely dettroyed the 
conducting power of the air, but 
muft alfo at the fame time have ve- 
ry fenfibly impaired that of the 
etherial fluid which probably occu- 
pies the interftices of air, and which 
ferves to conduét heat through a 
Torricellian vacuum: for a Torri- 
cellian vacuum was a better con- 
duétor of heat than this medium, in 
the proportion of 604 to 448. But 
I forbear to enlarge upon this fub- 
ject, being fenfible of the danger of 
reafoning upon the properties of a 
fluid whofe exiftence is even doubt- 
ful; and feeling that our knowledge 
of the nature of heat, and of the 
manner in which it is communicat- 
ed from one body to another, is 
much too imperfect and obfcure to 
enable us to purfue thefe fpecula- 
tions with any profpect of fuccefs 
or advantage. 

Whatever may be the manner in 
which heat is communicated from 
one body to another, I think it has 
been. fufficiently proved that it 
pafles with great difficulty through 


* See my Experiments’ on Heat, publithed in the Philofophical Traafaions, 
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confined air; and the knowledge 
of this fa& is very important, as it 
‘enables us to take our, meafures 
with certainty and with facility for 
confining heat, and directing its 
operations to ufeful purpofes. 

But aimofpheric air is not the 
only non-conduétor of heat. All 
kinds of air, artificial as well as na- 
tural, and in general all elaftic flu- 
ids, {team not excepted, feem to 
potiets this property in as high a de- 
gree of perfection as atmofpheric 
air. 

That fteam is not a conductor of 
heat, I proved by. the following ex- 
periment: A large globular boitle 
being provided, of very thin and 
very tran{parent glafs, with a nar; 
row neck, and its bottom drawn in- 
ward {o as to form a hollow hemi- 
{phere about fix inches in diameter ; 
this bottle, which was about eight 
inches in diameter externally, be- 
ing filled with cold water, was plac- 
ed in a fhallow difh, or rather plate, 
about ten inches in diameter, witha 
flat bottom, formed of, very thin 
fheet brafs, and raifed-upon.a tri- 
pod, and which. conlained a fmall 
quantity (about two-tenths of an 
inch in depih) of water; a {pirit- 
Jamp being then placed under -the 
middle of-this plate, in a very few 
minutes the water in the plate be- 
gan to boil, and the hollow formed 
by the bottom of the bottle was fill- 
ed with cloucs of fteam, which, af- 
ter circulating in it with furprifing 
repidity four or five minuies, and 
after forcing out agocd, deal of air 
from under the boitle, began gra- 
dually to clear up. At the end of 
eight or ten, minutes (when, as I 
fuppofed, the air remaining .with 
the fteam in the hollow cavity form- 
ed by the bottom. of the bottle, had 
acquired nearly the fame cempera- 
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ture as that of the fteam) thefe 
clouds totally difappeared; and, 
though the water continued to boil 
with the utmoft violence, the con- 
tents of this hollow cavity became 
fo perfectly invifible, and fo little 
appearance was there of fteam, that, 
had it not been for the ftreams of 
water which were continually run- 
ning down its fides, I fhould almoft 
have been’ tempted to doubt whe- 
ther any fteam was actually gene- 
rated. 

Upon lifting up for an inftant 
one fide of the botile, and letting 
in afmaller quantity of cold air, the 
clouds inftantly returned, and _con- 
tinued circulating feveral minutes 
with great rapidity, and then gradu- 
ally difappeared as before. This 
experiment was repeated feveral 
times, and always with the fame re- 
fuit ; the fteam always becoming vi- 
fible when cold air was mixed with 
it, and afterwards recovering its 
tranfparency when, part of this air 
being expelled, that which remain- 
ed had acquired the temperature of 
the fteam. 

Finding that cold air introduced 
under the bottle caufed the fteam 
to be partially condenfed, and clouds 
to be formed, I was defirous of fee- 
ing what vilible effects would be 
produced by introducing a cold fo- 
lid body under the bottle. I ima- 
gined that if {team was a conductor 
of heat, fome part of the heat in the 
iteam paffing out of it into the cold 
body, clouds would of courfe be 
formed ; but I thought if fteam was 
a non-conduc¢tor of heat; that is te 
fay, if one particle of {team could not 
communicate any part of its heat 
to its neighbouring particles ; inthat 
cafe, as the cold body could only 
affect the particles of {team aétually 
in contact with it, no cloud would 

appear 
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appear; and the refult of the ex- 
periment fhowed that {team is in 
fa& a non-conductor of heat; for, 
notwithftanding the cold body ufed 
in this experiment was very large 
and very cold, beinga folid lump of 
ice nearly as large as an hen’s egg, 
placed in the middle of the hollow 
cavity under the bottle, upon a {mall 
tripod or ftand made of jron-wire ; 
yet as foon as the clouds which were 
formed in confequence of the un- 
avoidable introduction of cold air in 
lifting up the bottle to introduce 
the ice, were diffipated (which foon 
happened) the {team became fo per- 
feétly tranfparent and invifible, that 
not the {malleft appearance of clou- 
dinefs was to be feen anywhere, 
not even about the ice, which, as 
it went on to melt, appeared as 
clear and tranfparent as a piece of 
the fineft rock-cryftal. 

This experiment, which I firft 
made at Florence, in the month of 
November, 1793, was repeated fe- 
veral times in the prefence of Lord 
Palmerfton, who was then at Flo- 
rence, and Monfieur de Fontana. 
in thefe experiments the air was not 
entirely expelled from under the 
bottle; on the contrary, a confider- 
able quantity of it remained mix- 
ed with the fteam even after the 
clouds had totally difappeared, as J 
found by a particular experiment, 
made with a view to afcertain that 
faét ; but that circumftance does not 
render the refult of this experiment 
tefs curious: on the contrary, I think 
it tends to make it more furprifing. 
It fhould feem that neither the mafs 
ef fteam, nor that of air, were at all 
cooled by the body of ice which 
they furrounded ; for if the air had 
been cooled (in mafs) it feems 
highly probable that the clouds 
would have returned, 
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The refults of thefe experiments 
compared with thofe formerly al- 
luded to, in which T had endeavour- 
ed to afcertain'the motit advanta- 
geous forms for boilers, opened to 
me an entirely new field for fpecu- 
lation and improvement in the ma- 
nagement of fire. They fhowed me 
that not only cold air, but alfo hot air 
and hot fteam, and hot mixtures of 
air and fteam, are non-conduétors of 
heat ; coniequently that the hot va- 
pour which rifes from burning fuel, 
and even the flame itfelf, isa non- 
conductor of heat. 

This may be thought a bold affer- 
tion; but a little calm refleGtion, and 
a careful examination of the pheno- 
mena which attend the combuftion 
of fuel, and the communication of 
heat by fame, will fhow it to be well+ 
founded ; and the advantages which 
may be derived from the knowledge 
of this fact, are of very great import- 
ance indeed. 


On the Danger of ufing Veffels of Lead, 
Coffer, or Brafs,1n Dairies. By Mr. 
Thomas Hayes, Surseon, of Hamfptead. 

From the Letters and Papers of the Bath 
and Weft of England Society for the 
Encouragement of Agriculture, Fe. 


ANY eminent phyficians 
M have afferted, that butter is 
very unwholefome ; while others, 
equally eminent, have confidered 
it as not only innocent, but as a 
good affiftant to digeftion ; and each 
have been faid to ground their epi- 
nions upon experience. Perhaps 
both may be right; and butter may 
be innocent or mifchievous accord- 
ing as it contains many or few ad- 
ventitious materials, colleéted from 
veffels, &c. ufed in the procefs of 
making it. 


lam 
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_ Iam led to thefe conjectures by 
obferving, that in almoft all the 
great dairies, the milk is fuffered to 
ftand in lead, brafs, or copper vef- 
fels, to throw up the cream. .The 
clofenefs of the texture of thefe 
metals, and their coldnefs and fo- 
lidity, contribute to feparate a great- 
er quantity of cream from the milk 
than would be done by wooden 
trundles, or earthen pans; both of 
which are alfo fometimes made ule 
of. 

As I with to eftablifh the poffi- 
bility of the fact,.that, milk may 
corrode or diffolve particles of the 
vefiels above mentioned, and there- 
fore be liable to communicate per- 
nicious qualities to the butter, I beg 
leave to fubmit the reafons from 
which I draw this conclufion. 
~ ‘Whoever has been much in great 
dairies, muft have obferved a pecu- 
liarly four, frowfy {mell in them, 
although they be ever, fo well at- 
tended to in refpett of cleanlinefs, 
&c. In fome;where the managers 
are not very cleanly, this {mell_is 
extremely difagreeable, owing moft- 
ly to the corrupted milk. In fome 
it arifes from the utenfils being 
{calded in the dairy ; and in others, 
from a bad conftrnétion of the 
building itfelf, the want of a fuf- 
ficient circulation of air, water, &c. 
but, in all, a great deal of the light- 
er or more volaiile parts of the 
milk fly off from the furface of the 
Fans, and furnifh a great quantity 
of acid effluvia to the furrounding 
air and ceiling ; which is again de- 
pofited on every thing beneath it, 
and, of courfe, often on the veffels, 
after they have been put by clean, 
at the times of their being out of 
ufe. This may be obferved to give 


a dull fort of appearance to brafs 


and copper, as if you had breathed 
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on them; for if you rub your fin-~ 
ger lightly over the veflels, you will 
have both the tafte and f{meil of the 
metal. 

It alfo happens fometimes, that 
after the vefiels are wafhed, they 
are not carefully rinced, nor per- 
feétly dried by the fire ; fo that fome 
of the milk, &c. is left on the, fur- 
face of them; which diffolves the 
metals, either by its animal, oily, or 
ace{cent qualities.., 

This is not the only way, nor-the 
worft, by which the butter may be- 
come impregnated with mifchief. 
The greater. the quantity of cream. 
thrown up from the milk, the largs 
er profits accrue. to the dairy-man; 
therefore he keeps it in the veifels 
as long as he can, and it is frequent, 
ly kept till it is very four, and ca- 
pable of acting upon them: if they, 
are of lead, a calx of fugar of lead is 
produced; if of brafs er. copper, 
verdigris. 4 

It is true, the, quantity cannot be 
very great: this. however will de- 
pend upon the degree of fournefs 
and length of time which the milk 
ftands ; but, independent of the 
acid, the animal oil in the cream 
will diffolve brafs,and copper. 

That an acid floats in the atmo- 
{phere of a dairy, may be proved by 
placing therein a bafon of fyrup of 
violeis for a little time, which will 
be found to turn red. dice 

If then J am right in my conjec- 
tures, as Lihink I am, from the in- 
numerable experiments and obfer- 
vations which I have made to fa- 
tisfy myfelf of the faét, and which 
it would be trifling to relate here, 
may not the reputation of the 
wholefomenefs or unwholefomenefs 
of butter depend upon, or be owing 
to, fome of the above caufes? And 
may not many a cafual, nay obfti- 

nate. 
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‘Bate complaint, which phyficians 
have in vain laboured to account for, 
have originated trom this fource? 
Buiter is found very frequently to 
occafion much diforder to very 
weakly, delicate, and irritable fto- 
-machs; yet thefe {tomachs will bear 
olive-oil. This cannot eafily be ac- 
counted for, but from metallic im- 
pregnation. , 

I will not contend that all the ill 
effects attributed to butter are cauf- 
ed by the mineral particles which it 
gains by the means before fiated: I 
only infift that it is poffible, and in- 
deed very probable; and that, when 
butier is free from thefe particles, 
it is not fo unwholefome as fome 
have afierted; though, when it does 
contain them, it is feund to diforder 
very tender perfons. 

To enlarge upen the fubject, or 
attempt to explain the many ways 
by which a very {mall quantity of 
the above metals may prove inju- 
rious to the human frame, in fome 
particular conftitutions, would be 
only to repeat what has already been 
faid by abler writers*. Some will 
perhaps fay, that my ideas are very 
far-fetched; and others, that my opi- 
nions are ill-founded; but, J truti, 
whoever has read the induttrious 
Refearches of Sir George Baker on 
the Effeéts of Lead, and the melan- 
choly cafe of a young lady who di- 
ed in confequence of eating pickled 
famphire very {lightly impregnated 
with copper, and which others ate 
without being difeafed, as related 
by Dr. Percival, will receive my 
opinions with lefs objection. If I 
have erred, [ have done it in ho- 
nourable company, 
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I-fhall be very glad if the forego- 
ing obfervations have fufficient in- 
fluence on the dairy-men to indwce 
them to change their utenfils.. Ve-; 
ry commodious veffels may be mace 
of caft-iron, equally well ftied for 
the purpofes of the dairy, which 
will not-be expenfive, and will be 
more innocent and cleanly. 


f 
On the Ancient and Modern Navigation 


of India. From Dy. Vincent's Foyage 
of Nearchus, Ato. ' 


CANNOT take. a final leave of 

this coait without obferving, that, 
the whole diftance from the Indus, 
to Cape Jafk comes out as near as 
may be, fix hundred and twenty-five 
miles, equal to the eftimation, of Ar- 
rian on the coaft of the l&thyopha- 
gialone; and this number of miles 
Nearchus was from feyenty to fe- 
venty-five days in pafling. If, how- 
ever, with due allowance made for 
fetting out againft the monfoon, 
and twenty-four days loft at Care 
Monze, we reduce the whole to | 
forty days, we may form acompara- 
tive view between ancientand mo- 
dern navigation ; for it appears from 
the journal of the Houghton Eaft 
Indiaman, that the made the fame 
run in thirteen days; and upon her 
return was only five days from Go- 
meroon to Scindy Bar. But fo far 
is this from diminifhing the credit of 
the firft navigators, that it is‘enhanc- 
ed by every difhculty they had to 


furmount :—weak veffels with inex- 


perienced mariners; no provifions 
but fuch as an unknown coait might 
furnith; uo convenience for fleep- 


* See Sir George Baker’s papers on the effects of lead, in the Medical Tranfac- 


tions; Dr. Perciyal’s paper in the fame; and Dr. #alconer on copper vetfels. 
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ing on board; no pilot but fuch’ as 
they might cafually pick up on their 
courfe; no certainty that this fea 
was ever navigated before, or even 
navigable; and no refources fuch as 
the moderns have, without number, 
in their arms, their inftruments, 
their experience, and the accumu- 
lated acquifitions of knowledge, 
whether practical or theoretical. 
Under all thefe difadvantages, if 
the object was attained, and the 
voyage completed, it is not the 
led@zth of the courfe that ought to 
raife the name of Columbus higher 
than that of Nearchus; the confe- 
quences derived from the difcove- 
ries of both are equally important, 
and the commerce with the Eaft 
Indies upon a level with that of 
America: but’ if the communica- 
tion fixed at Alexandria is the ori- 
gin of the Portuguefe difcoveries, 
and the circumnavigation of Africa, 
Nearchus is in fact the primary au- 
thor of difcovery in general, and 
the mafter both of Gama and Co- 
lumbus. 

There is one extraordinary cir- 
cumftance attending this expedi- 
tion, which is, that we find no men- 
tion of mutiny or difeafe among 
the people. The former would be 
naturally checked by their fituation, 
for they had no fecond hope if they 
failed in the execution of their en- 
terprife, and no chance of preferva- 
tion but by obedience to their com- 
mander; the latter was lefs likely 
to occur, from the circumftances 
peculiar to the navigation; and the 
maladies arifing from famine or bad 
provifions, appear not to have had 
fufficient time to exhibit their worft 
effects. As far as can be collected 
from the journal, they were never 
without fhell-fith till within a few 
ays of their arrival; and {corbutic 


ANNUALCREGISTER, 


1797¢ 


diforders, which are the fcourge of 
the mariner in the protra¢ted voy- 
ages of the moderns, are never no- 
ticed by the antients. The proxi- 
mity of land, the frequency of fleep- 
ing on fhore, and the properties of 
their veffels, which were not deck- 
ed, feem to have operated to the 
exclufion of a difeafe, which two 
hundred years experience is only 
now teaching modern navigators to 
combat; and this experience no- 
thing but the perfevering difcipline 
of Cook could have reduced to 
practice. 

It is not apparent that the paffage 
from the Indus to the Gulph of 
Perfia had ever been performed by 
the natives; for however great the 
commerce on that river was, and 
however extended, its progrefs na- 
turally bent towards the coaft of Ma- 
labar and the peninfula. The na- 
tives there were all Indians; while 
on the weit, the name terminated at 
the Arabis, and all Indian manners 
with the boundary of the Oritz at 
Malana. This appears to me a proof 
that no commerce from the Indus 
was carried farther by the Indians; 
the other natives, whether Oritz or 
Iéhyophagi, had no embarkations 
even for fifhing; and the Perfians 
were never navigators. If any vef- 
fels, therefore, vifited thefe coafts 
even in’ that early age, they were 
probably Arabian; but of this 
there can be no fatisfaétory evi- 
dence. That fomething paffed up- 
on the fea, and in all appearance 
from port to port, thefe feems to 
be ground for fuppofing ; for Hy- 
drakes could not have been worthy 
of employment ‘without fome fort 
of experience; and there is a fha- 
dow of evidence that the pirates to 
eaftward .of the Indus, who have 
been pirates in alt ages, accidentally 

vifited 
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Vifited the coaft, either for the pur- 
pofe.of intercepting the traflic, or 
of plundering the property of the 
inhabitants ; and yet what tempta- 
tion could they prefent, unlefs flaves 
were a commodity? If fo, their 
perfons might be feized, provided 
there were any record of a market 
to point out where they were dif- 
pofed of; but the whole teftimony 
which can be colleéted, amounts. in 
m0 degree to a proof of a navigation 
like|that-of Nearchus from India to 
Perfia; and as this is the principal 
link in the: future chain of commu- 
nication with Europe, the merit of 
examining it feems wholly due to 
him as the original undertaker. I 
am not ignorant of a. much longer 
voyage in this very direction imput- 
ed to Scylax by Herodotus, from 
Pactya (the Pekeli of Renneli) in- 
to the Gulph of Arabia: but whe- 
ther this voyage was 'performed by 
the Perfians, or that other round the 
Cape of Good Hope by the Phe- 
nicians from Egypt, as recorded by 
him, is a point highly problematical 
in the opinion of every one who 
confiders the ftructure of ancient 
veffels, and their whole method of 
navigation. I believe the record of 
both, as preferved by Herodotus, to 
be evidence that the Perfians. or 
Egyptians knew, from communica- 
tion with the interior of the refpec- 
tive countries, that they were bound- 
ed by the ocean, and afforded the 
means of navigation; but that the 
voyages were actually performed 
requires more evidence, more par- 
ticulars, and a clearer detail of facts, 
-to enable us to form’ a judgment. 
Tlie bare affertion that the thing 
had been done, might lead Alexan- 
der to think it practicable; but the 
Perfian voyage produced no confe- 

ences whatever; and the Egyptian 
~ Vou. XXXIX. 


navigation led to nothing, unlefs we 
fuppofe the Portuguefe difcoverers 
influenced by the affertion, that a 
paflage round the Cape was practi- 
cable. 

Scylax ought to be a Greek by 
the place of his nativity, Caryanda, 
or at leaft am inhabitant of Atia Mi- 
nor; but we have no remains of his 
journal, and no other evidence of | 
his voyage but the report of Hero< 
dotus, which is very deficient in 
circumftances to confirm its, own 
authority ; and collateral evidence 
there is none. In regard to the 
circumnavigation of Africa, thers 
is one particular much infiited on 
by Larcher, Gefner, and other com- 
mentators; which is, the appear- 
ance of the fun to the north: a 
phenomenon dependent on every 
navigation within the tropics. The 
referve of Herodotus, in faying 


_that others may fuppofe this pro- 


bable, though he doubts it himfelf, 
is a caution worthy of fuch an hif- 
torian, and more. perfuafive than 
the boldeft afiertion. I muft, how- 
ever, notice a peculiarity in this paf- 
fage, which feems to have efcaped 
the fcrutiny of his commentators; 
for he informs usin another place, 
that| he went-up the Nile himfelf as 
far as Elephantine, in order to af- 
certain fome circumittances relative 
to the head of. that river, about 
which he thought himfelf impofed 
upon by a fecretary of the priefts at 
Sais. Now, is it not extraordinary 
that if he reached Elephantine he 
fhould not have vifited Syene, the 
very place at which he reprefents 
his doubts to exift ?—TIs it, not 
ftrange, that though he lived. prior 
to the conftruf:ion of the well at 
Syene, he fhould mention nothing 
of the fituation of Syene itfelf un- 
der the tropic? Had he been there 
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infummer, he muft himfelfhave feen 
the phznomenon he) profeffes ‘to 
doubt, or at leaft the fin vertical ; 
and if his vifit was at any other fea- 
fon, is it not remarkable that he 
fhould not have heard of this cir- 
eumftance ? Elephantine is an 
ifland, or a city on an ifland, in the 
Nile, oppofite to Syene; and yet 
terodotus does not quite fay he 
was. actually at Syene. From his 
mention that the cataracts are four 
days fail from the Elephantiné he 
vifited, may we not fifpec that it 
was fome ifland lower down (for 
there are many) or that the ifland 
called Elephantine by Pocock is not 
the Elephantince ct Herodotus? and 
that the hiftorian was net nearer 
Syene than within three days fail? 
for it is in reality lefs than one day’s 
fail or journey by land from Syene 
to the cataracts.. I mention thefe 
particulars, in order to fhew the 
great obfcurity which attends all 
the difcoveries, whether real or 
pretended, in ages antecedent to 
hiftory; and notwithitanding all 
that Mr. Goflelin has produced, to 
prove an early ftate of navigation 
and. geography, previous to the 
knowledge of the Greeks, and 
founded upon better principles ; 
notwithftanding the erudition dif- 
played by Gefner in his Treatife 
en the Navigation of the Phoeni- 
sians in the Atlantic, there is no- 
thing appears fufficiently tatisfacto- 
ry to eftablith the authenticity of 
any one prior vcyage, of equal im- 
portance, upon a footing with this 
o: Nearchus; or any ‘certainty to 
be obtained where the evidence is 
alicircumftantial, and none pofitive. _ 
From a fournal lil. the Periplus of 
Hanno, a knowledge of the coaft of 
Africa will enable us to form a jude- 
meat of his progrefs; but a bare 
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affertion of the performance of afhy 
voyage, without confequences at- 
tendant or conneé&ed, without col- 
lateral or contemporary teftimony, 
is too flight a foundation to fupport 
any fuperftructure of importance. 
I fhould think it time well employ- 
ed to vindicate the honour of Co- 
lumbus»againft the ufurpation of 
Vefpucius; but I would not beftow 
a moment in annulling the claim of 
Madock and his Cambro-Britains 
to the diftovery of America. The 
reader may conceive that this vin- 
dication of Nearchus partakes more 
of the partiality of an editor than 
the inveftigation of the truth: but 
I appeal to the ancient geegraphi- 
cal fragments ftill extant; the Pe- 
riplus of Hanno, the furvey of the 


Euxine Sea by the real Arrian, and. 


that of the Ervthrean Sea, or In- 
dian Ocean, by the fictitious one; 
and { fay that all thefe, as well as 
the journal of Nearchus, though 
they have their errors, difficulties, 
or even abfurdities, ftill contain in- 
ternal evidence of veracity, and are 
well worthy of examination ; while 
the expedition of the Argonauts, 
of Pytheas, or Scylax, is merely a 
{peculation of amufement. 

There is, however, another way 
of enquiry into the difcoveries at- 
tributed to the earlieft times; which 
is, by examining the commodities 
fuch difcoveries would produce. 


Tin, the ftaple of Britain, is men-) 


tioned in the moft ancient authors 
neither as a rare nor a very. precious 


metal; this muft have been intro-’ 


duced to the nations on the Medi- 
terranean, either by a tranfport 
over land (fuch as is mentioned by 
Diodorus) or through the medium 
of a Pheenician navigation: the 
exiftence of the metal, therefore, 


in Greece and Afia isa proof that, 


. the 


*. 
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tle voyage was performed, in fome 
fenfe or other.” The influx of gold 
into Judzxa is equally a proof ofa 
commerce extended into the Indian 
or Aithiopic Ocean, beyond the 1i- 
mits of the Gulph of Arabia. The 
materials ftill found in Egypt, that 
contributed to the prefervation of 
the mummies, are fome of them 
fuppofed to be oriental; and if fo, 
Tgypt muft have had, even antece- 
dent to hiftory, a communication 
with the eaft, either directly by 
commerce of their own, or indirect- 
ly by means of intermediate nations, 
perhaps Arabian., In all thefe cafes 
we have a right to affuume the navi- 
gation from the view of its effects; 
but the voyage of Scylax from In- 
dia to Egypt, or that of the Pheeni- 
cians from Egypt round the conti- 
nent of Africa, have neither pro- 
duce nor confequences; and though 
this is only a negative proof of their 
monentity, it is as ftrong as the na- 
ture of the cafe will admit: if no 
fecond navigator had doubled the 
Cape of Good Hope, the difcovery 
of Gama might have been deeined 
problematical. Were it poflible to 
afcribe thefe two voyages to the age 
of Herodotus, his teftimony is fuch, 
that it ought to preponderate againft 
every argumentof mere fpeculation: 
‘but he probably records only the va- 
nity of two nations, one the moft 
proud of its empire, and the other 
of its fcience ; both capable of at- 
tributing to themfelves an action 
done, ifit were poffible to be done; 
and of this the poflibility was per- 
‘haps known from internal informa- 
tion. “My own opinion is ‘decided- 
ly againft the reality of both thefe 
voyages; but whatever be my own 
judgment, it fhali be fubject to the 
ecifion of thofe who profefledly 
“confider the queftion in its full ex- 
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tent; it is here only incidental; but 
I mutt ftill repeat, that it is the af- 
fertion of facts without circum- 
ftances, while the voyage of Near- 
chus is detailed in all its parts, and 
is the earlieft authentic journal ex- 
tant. If, then, Iam right, this is 
the firft voyage of general import- 
ance to mankind; If lam miftak- 
en, it is ftill the firft of which any 


certain record is preferved. 


Difquifitions on the Phrafe 
THE ENLIGHTENED PUBLIC. 
From d?Ifracli’s Mifcellanies. 
E who thinks, will perceive in 
every enlightened nation 
three kinds of people: an inconfide- 
rable number initructed by reafon, 
and glowing with humanity ; a 
countlefs multitude, barbarous and 
ignorant, intolerant and inhofpita- 
ble; and a vacillating people with 
fome reafon and humanity, but 
with great prejudices, at once the 
half echoes of philofophy, and the 
adherents of popular opinion. Can 
the public be denominated enligh- 
tened? Take an extenfive view 
among the various orders of fociety, 
and obferve how folly {till wantons 
in the vigour of youth, and preju- 
dice fill {talks in the ftubbornnefs 
of age! 

To trace the human mind as it 
exifts in people, would be the only 
method to detect this fallacious ex~ 
prefiion. The unenlightened num- 
bers, who are totally uninfluenced 
by the few, live in a fonl world of 
their own creation. The m:ral 
arithmetician, as he looks for the 
fum total of the unenlightened pub- 
lic, muft refemble the algebraiit, 
who riots in incalculable quantities, 
and who fimiles at the fimple favage, 
whofe arithmetic extends not fur- 
ther than the number three. 

Ee2 
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In a metropolis we contemplate 
the human mind in all its inflections. 
If we were to judge of men by the 
condition of their minds (which 
‘perhaps is the moft impartial man- 
ner of judging) we fhould not con- 
fult the year of their birth to daté 
their ages; and an intellectual re- 
gifter might be drawn up, on a to- 
tally different plan from our paro- 
chial ones. A perfon may, accord- 
ing to the vulgar era, be in the ma- 
turity of life, when, by our philo- 
fophical epocha, he is born in the 
fenth century. That degree of 
mind which regulated the bigotry 
of a monk in the middle ages, may 
be difeovered in a modern reétor. 
An adventurous {pirit in a red coat, 
who is almoft as defirous (to ufe the 
wit of South) to receivea kifs from 
the mouth ofa cannon as from that 
of his miftrefs, belongs to the age 
of chivalry; and if he fhould com- 
pofe verfes, and be magnificentl 
prodigal, he is a gay and noble Trou- 
badour. A farcaftic. philofopher, 
who inftructs his fellow - citizens, 
and retires from their fociety, is a 
contemporary with Diogenes ; and 
he who, reforming the world, graces 
inftruction with amenity, may be 
placed in the days of Plato. Our 
vulgar politicians muft be arranged 
ainong the Roundheads and Olivers; 
and Tom Paine himfelf is fo very 
ancient as to be a contemperary of 
Shimei. The refult of our calcu- 
lations would be, that the enlight- 
ened public form an inconfidérable 
number. , 

It muft, however, be confeffed, 
that what knowledge has béen actu- 
mulated by modern philofophy, 
cannot eafily perifh ; the art of 
printing has imparied ftability to 
our intelleétual ftructures, in what 
depc ads on the mechanical prefer- 
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vation. Human fcience can no 
more be annihilated by an Omar. 
A fingular f{peétacle has, therefore, 
been exhibited ; and it is fometimes 
urged by thofe who contemplate, 
with pleafing aftonifhment, the ac- 
tual progrefs of the human mind, as 
a proof of the immutability of truth, 
that, in the prefent day, every en- 
lightened individual, whether he re- 
fides at Paris, at Madrid, or at Lon- 
don, now. thinks alike; no varia- 
tion of climate, no remotenefs of 
place, not even national prejudices, 
more variable and more remote than 
either, deftroy that unanimity of 
opinion which they feel on certain 
topics effential to human welfare. — 

‘This appears to be a fpecious ar- 
gument in favour of the enlightened 
public. But we fhould recollect, 
that this unanimity of opinion, 
which fo frequently excites. fur- 
prife, is owing to their deriving 
their ideas from the fame fources: 
at Paris, at Madrid, and at London, 
the fame authors are read, and, 
therefore, the fame. opinions are. 
formed. 

Thus we account for this unani-+ 
mity of opinion; and we may now 
reafonably enquire whether un- 
animity of. opinion always indi- 
cates permanent truth? It is cer- 
tain that very extravagant opinions 
were once univerfally - received : 
it becomes not an individual to af- 
firm that fome of our modern api- 
nions are marvelloufly extravagant; 
we muft leave them for the decifion 


- of pofterity. We may, however, 


fay to the greateft genius, Look 
at what your equals have done, 
and obferve how frequently they 
have ezred. Reflect, that when- 
ever an Ariftotle, a Defcartes, ant 
a Newton appeared, they formed a 
new ep ocha inthe annals of human 

I knowledge; 
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Knowledge; it is not unreafonable 
to add one, among your thoufand 
conjectures, and fay, that their fu- 
ture rivals may trace new connec- 
tions, and collect new facts, which 
may tend to annihilate the fy{tems 
of their predeceffors. Is not opi- 
nion often local, and ever difguifed 
by cuftom? Is not what we call 
truth often error? And are not 
the paflions and ideas of men of fo 
very temporary a nature, that they 
farce endure with their century ? 
This enlightened public may dif- 
cover that their notions become ob- 
folete, and that with new fyftems 
of knowledge, and new modes of 
exiftence, their books may be clof- 
-ed for their fucceffors, and only 
confulted by the curious of a future 
generation as we now examine 
Ariftotle and Defcartes, Ariftopha- 
nes and Chaucer. Our learning 
-may no more be their Jearning than 
our fafhions will be their fathions. 
Every thing in this world is fafhion. 
» It may alfo be conjeétured, that, 
-amidft the multitude of future dif- 
_coveries, the original authors of our 
.own age, the Newtons and the 
Lockes, may have their concep- 
tions become fo long familiarized, 
as to be incorporated with the no- 
vel difcoveries as truths fo incon- 
teftible, that very few fhall even be 
acquainted with their firft difcover- 
ers. It would therefore appear, 
that the juftnefs, as wellas the ex- 
travagance of our authors, are alike 
inimical to their future celebrity. 


Dedication of the Tragedy of Junius Bru- 
tus to General Wa/hington. 
From Count Alfieri’s Tragedies, ' 


HE name of him alone who 
gave liberty .to America can 
fanction the tragedy of the de- 


liverer of Rome. To you, there- 
fore, a citizen of fingular fortune 
and defert, I dedicate Junius Bru- 
tus, without reciting the praifes 
due to you; for they are all incld-- 
edin your name. So briefa men 

tion of you ought not to be deemed 
indireé& adulation.—I am perfonal- 
ly unacquainted with you; and di- 
vided, as we are, by the immenfe 
ocean, we have but one motive 1m- 
mediately in common,—the love of 
ourcountry. Truly happy are you 
who have eftablifheda fame fuch as 
yours, on a bafis firm and eternal, 
—the love of your country proved 
by your actions |! — For myfelf, I 
have abandoned my _ native foil, 


purely for the fake of writing with 


ardour on the fubject of liberty. 
By fuch a facrifice, I flatter myfelf, 
I have demonftrated what my pa- 
triotifim would have proved, had I 
been deftined to a country worthy 
of my fentiments. On this confi- 
deration alone I afpire to the ho- 
nour of uniting to the name of 
Wafhington that of Vittorio Alfieri. 
Paris, December 31/2, 1788. 


Dedication of Agis to Charles the Furft, 
King of England, 
From the fame. 


THINK that, without meannefs 

or arrogance, I may dedicate my 
tragedy of Agis to an unfortunate 
and a deceafed king. 

This King of Sparta was, like 
yourfelf, condemned to die by ini- 
quitous judges and an unjuft parlia- 
ment; but however fimilar the ef- 
feét, the caufe was widely different. 
Agis, in the eftablifament of equali- 
ty and liberty, wifhed to reftore to 
Sparta her own virtues, and her an- 
cient fplendor; his death was there- 
fore glorious, and his fame is eter- 

ke3 nal. 
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nal. To you, by endeavouring to 
break all bounds of your authority, 
and to advance your private emo- 
lument, nothing remains ‘but the 
ufelefs pity which accompanied you 
to the grave. 

- Both Agis and yourfelf have 
offered, and will continue to offer, 
’ amemorable example, and a terrible 
one, to pofterity; with this grand 
difference, That many kings like 
Charles there have been, and will 
be; but fuch as Agis,—not one. 


Modern Platonifm. 


; ODEFROI Izarn Marquis de 
Valadi, a young Frenchman 

‘of an énthufiaftic turn “of mind, 
having adopted a Pythagorean mode 
of life, refolved in the year 1788 
to vifit England, to be more at li- 
berty to profecute his Platonic re- 
veries, one of his firft cares, on ar- 
riving in the capital, was to vifit a 
gentleman of eminence in the liter- 
ary world, and to propofe to him 
the ftation of Chief of the Pythago- 
rean feét. Followers, he affured 
him, he could not fail to find in 
every quarter of the globe. Upon 
his refufal, Valadi intimated fome 
intention of 2ffuming the honour- 
able poft himfelf. “ But, in that 
cate,” faid the Englifhman, “ would 
it not be proper that you fhould 
underftand Greek ?”’—* True,’ an- 
fwered Valadi; ‘ I had forgot that : 
J will go and ftudy it at Glafgow.’ 
He fet-off for that place on foot ; 
“ftaid there fix months; and then 
returned to London, where he 
chanced to hear that Mr. Thomas 
Taylor, of Walwerth, was generally 
confidered as the principal Pytha- 
gorean in England. Valadi imme- 
diately purchafed his works ; and, 


after having perufed ‘them, * dif- 
patched the following feroll, which 
is highly characteriftic of his eccen- 
tricity and temper’ of mind ?— 


To Thomas Taylor, better named Lyfis, 
G. Izarn Valadi, of late a French 
Marquis, and Taniffaire, 


Sendeth Joy and Honour. 


12 Xére. 1788, vulg. era. 


“ O Thomas Taylor! mayeft 
thou welcome a brother Pythago- 
rean, led by a Saviour God to thy 
divine fchool! I have loved wifdom 
ever fince a child, and have found 
the greateft impediments, and been 
forced to great ftruggles, before 
I could clear my way to the fource 
of it; for I was born in a’ more 
barbarous country than ever was 
Illyria’ of old. My family never 
favoured my inclination to ftudy; 
and I have been involved -in fo 
many cares and troubles, that it 
cannot be without the intervention 
of fome friendly Deity that I have 
efcaped the vile ruft of barbarifm, 
and its attendant meannefs of foul. 
My good fortune was, that I met, 
eighteen months ago, an Englifh 
gentleman of the name of Pigott, 
who is a Pythagorean philofopher, 
and who eafily converted me to the 
diet and manners agreeable to that 
moft rich and beneficent deity, 
Mother Earth; to that heaven-in- 
fpired change [ owe perfeét heaith 
and tranquillity of mind, both of 
which I had long been deprived of. 


Alfo my own oath has acceded to © , 


the eternal oath (which mentions 
the golden commentator on G. V.) 
and I would more cheerfully depart 
from my prefent habitation on this 
Themis-forfaken earth, than defile 
myfelf evermore with animal food, 

: ftolen 
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ftolen either on earth, in air, or 
water. 

“ T met with thy works but two 
days paft. O divine man! a pro- 
digy in this iron age! who would 
ever thought thou couldft exift 
among us in our fhape! I would 
have gone to China for a man en- 
dowed with the tenth part of thy 
light!. Qh, grant me to fee thee, 
to be luftrated and initiated by thee! 
What joy, if, like to Proclus Leonas, 
to thee I could be a domeftic ! who 
feel living in myfelf the foul of 
Leonidas. 

“ My determination was to go 
and live in North America, from 
love of liberty, and there to keepa 
{chool of temperance and love,. in 
order to preferve fo many men 
from the prevailing difgracefulvices 
of brutal intemperance and felfith 
cupidity. — There, in progrefs of 
time, if thofe vices natural to a 
commercial country are found to 
thwart moft of the bleffings of li- 
berty, the happy felect ones, taught 
better difcipline, may form a {fo- 
ciety by themfelves, fuch a one as 
the gods would favour and vifit lov- 

ingly; which would preferve true 
knowledge, and be a feminary and 
an afylum for the lovers of it. 

** There I would devoutly erect 
altars to my favourite gods,—Diof- 
cari, Hector, Ariftomenes, Meffen, 
Pan, Orpheus, Epaminondas, Py- 
thagoras, Plato, Timoleon, Marcus 
Brutus, and his Portia; and, above 
all, Phebus, the god of my hero 
Julian, and the father of that holy, 
gentle commonwealth of the Peru- 
vians, to which awullus ultor has, as 
yet, been fufcited ! 

“ Mufic and gymnaftic are {ci- 
ences neceflary for a teacher to 
potlefs —(what deep and various 
fenfe thefe two words contain !) and 


Tam a ftranger to both! O Gods! 
who gave me the thought and the 
{pirit, give me the means! for all 
things are from you. 

“« Thomas Taylor, be thou their 
inftrument to convoy inte my mind 
knowledge, truth, and prudence! 
Do thou love and help me. I will 
go to thee to-morrow morning. 

“ P. S.' May I look to thee, en- 
dowed with an ancient and no mo- 
dern enthufiafm ! 

“ Graccuus Croronetos.” 


According to the premife con- 
tained in his letter, Valadi waited 
upon Mr. Taylor the following day ; 
threw himfelf in due form at his 
feet ; tendered to him a fmall fum ° 
in bank-notes, which at that mo- 
ment conftituted all his fortune ; 
and begged, with great humility, to 
be admitted as a difciple into his 
houfe. His prayer was granted ; 
and for fome time he enjoyed the 
advantage of imbibing philofophy 
from the fountain-head: but, find- 
ing himfelf more formed for an 
active than a contemplative life, he 
determined to quit philofophy, in 
order to take fome fhare in the pe- 
litical commotions which began to, 
agitate France with redoubled force, 
When he took leave of his refpect- 
able mafter of philofophy, he had 
exchanged his quaker-like apparel 
for a complete fuit of military 
clothes. ‘1 came over Diogenes,”’ 
faid he: ** I am going back Alex- 
ander,”’ 

It was now the {pring of 1789; 
and every thing, indeed, announced 
a revolution, in which he was far 
more inftrumental than is generally 
fuppofed. 

After paffing through the varicus 
viciflitudes of the revolution, he 
was guillotined under the agency: 
of Robefpierre, in December 1793. 

E e 4 Proce edings 
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Proceedings of the Vientic or Wefthhalian 
“Court. From Mr. Coxe’s Eerter to tie 
Counte/s of Pembroke. 


HE meeting, in order to be 
competent, muft confift of 
the Free Count and at leaft fourteen 
Affeffors; the door being clofed, the 
fudge can neither rife until the 
whole precefs is concluded, nor 
furrender his place to another per- 
fon, excepting the Emperor, thould 
he happen to be prefent.. The af- 
{eflor wha accufes, takes an oath 
that the delinquent is guilty of the 
crime; and immediately the name 
of the accufed is written down ina 
book, called the Boek of Blood. 
If another than an aflefor accufes, 
,he is brought into the court hold- 
ing the writ of accufation folded 
up in his hands, with a green crofs, 
anda pair of white gloves, The 
afleflor was accuftomed to touch 
thofe whom they called tojudgment 
Lightly with a red, or to whifper 
thefe myfterious werds :—* As good 
bread is eaten elfewhere as this.’ 
Should four affeffors, furprife a per- 
fon in the commiffion ef flagrcat 
crimes, they are empowered to try 
and hang him up on. the. fpot. 

Six weeks and three days are 
allowed for the appearance of the 
culprit; and the writ of accufation 
is given to two afleiiors, who de- 
clare, with an oaih, that they will 
make the citation atthe ftated time, 
and inform the. court when they 
fhall have effected it.. Should the 
perfon who is fummoned conceal 
himfelf, letters are, written to thefe 
among whom ke is hid, fignifying 
‘that he ought to furrencer himfelf 
.at a given time and place; and if 
he has taken an afylum ina for d- 
fied caftle, the citator goes citl er 
_by night or by day, on feet or cn 


his wife a widow, 


horfeback, cuts out three flips from 
a wooden rail, and places in the 
incifion a coin‘and the writ of cita- 
tion. He keeps the three flips as 
a memorial that he has) executed 
his commiffion, and calls out to the 
porter, to inform the man who has 
taken refuge within, that he is 
fummoned, and will find the writ 
inclofed in the rail. Ifthe accufed 
can nowhere be foind, the affef- 
fors proclaim him guilty towards the 
four corners of the world, | If, after 
three fummonfes, the accufed does 
not appear, the judge declares that 
he will proceed againft him as con- 
tumacious, and pronounce fentence 
on aftated day: having firft pro- 
claimed his name four times, he 
commands him to attend, and an- 
{wer to the charge... If after thefe 
fiummonfes the accufed does not 
make his appearance, then the judge 
proclaims, ‘In confequence of the 
fupreme law, which Charlemagne 
fanctioned, and Pope Leo confirm- 
ed, and which Princes, Counts, 
Nobles, Freemen, in the Saxon 
land, have {worn to obferve, I caft 
this man from the higheft to the 
loweft degrée ; I deprive him of all ° 
privileges, liberties, immunities, and 
righis; I fubject him to the Royal 
Ban, to hatred, to execratioéns, to 
hofiility, and to the greateft poftble 


_punifhment which can be conceived 


by man, I render him incapable 
of all law and pardon; Achloes, Re- 
chioes, Segeloes, Wedeloes.  Laft- 
ly, according to the laws of this tri- 
bunal, I condemn him to death; 
Ladjudge his neck to the halter, his 
body to birds of prey, to be con- 
fumed in the air; his: fouloli com- 


-mend to-God; his fiefs and ‘eftates, 


it he has any, J pronounce to-have 
lapfed to the Sovereign; I declare 
and his children 

orphans.* 
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orphans.’ After thefe words, he 
throws a halter, or a branch of wil- 
low twifted, beyond the place of 
judgment: the affeffors {pit, and 
confirm the fentence. This fen- 
tence is then forwarded ‘to all the 


other courts, with orders to hang” 


up the delinquent wherefoever he 
is found, on the next tree. 

If the accufed appears at the 
tribunal, his accufation is read, and 
the accufer confirms the truth by a 
folemn oath. The opinions of the 
affeffors are then taken, by means 
of a ftring touched by thofe who 
pafs fenteace of death. Should the 
accufed think the fentence unjuft, 
he is permitted to declare it, and to 
remain till he is conviéted by wit- 
nefles. There is no appeal but to 
theEmperor. The judge who paf= 
fes fentence, as well as the affefiors, 
muft be fafting, and bare-headed ; 
without a robe, gloves, or any {pe- 
ciesofarms. ‘The condemned per- 
fon is then configned to one of the 
younger affeflors, who, if he finds 
himfelf unequal to the tafk, can 
require the aid of another, and with 
his affiftance, hangs up the unfor- 
tunate delinquent. 


Souf: for the Poor. By Sir F. Eden, Bart. 
Y ier principal advantage which 
the labourers in the north of 
England poflefs over their country- 
yen in the fouth, confifts in the great 
variety of cheap and favoury foups, 
~which the ufe of barley and barley- 
bread affords them an opportunity 
of making. The cheapnefs of fuelis, 
perhaps, another reafon why the cu- 
linary preparations of the northern 
peafant are fo much diverfified, and 
his table fo often fupplied with hot 
difhes. The following is one of the 
ufual foups made by labourers fa- 


milies, in the counties of Northum- 
berland and Cumberland. It con- 
fifts of meat, oat-meal, barley (with 
the hufks taken off) and pot-herbs ; 
fuch as onions, chives, parfley, 
thyme, &c.in the following pro- 
portions :— 

A pound of good beef, or mutton, 
fix quarts of water, andthree ounces 
of barley, are boiled till the liquor 
is reduced to about three quarts: 
one ounce of oat-meal, which has 
been previoufly mixed up with a 
little cold water, and a handful, or 
more, of herbs, are added, after the 
broth has boiled fome time. Some - 
put in a greater, and others a lefs, 
quantity of water: the above, how- 
ever, is the moft ufual proportion : 
a pint, or a pint and a half of the 
broth, with eight ounces of barley- 
bread, makes a very good fupper. 
The day the broth is made, the din- 
ner ufually is broth, with part of the 
meat, bread, and potatoes, chopped 
and boiled ; and the fupper is broth 
and bréad: the next day, the din- 
ner is cold meat from the broth, 
warm potatoes, broth, and bread ; 
and the fupper, bread and broth 
warmed up, but not boiled again. 
The broth will continue good three 
days, if kept cool; and may be 
heated when wanted. Veal, pork, 
bacon, lean beef, or mutton, will 
not make fuch good broth with 
this proportion of water: it will, 
however, ftill be very palatable ; 
and not a drop of the liquor is loft 
or wafted, whatever meat is boiled 
init. Toroaft meat, is confidered, 
by the country people in the north, 
as the moft prodigal method of cook- 
ing it; becaufe that culinary pro- 
cefs does not afford them the oppor- 
tunity of converting a confiderable 
quantity of water into a nutritious 


and wholefome foup. 
POETRY, 
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ODE FOR THE NEW YEAR, 1797. 
BY HENRY JAMES PYE, ESQ. POET-LAUREAT, 


i 
i Bee the vex’d bofom of the deep, 
When rufhing wild, with frantic hafte, 

The winds with angry pinions fweep 

The furface of the wat’ry wafte, 
Though the firm veffel proudly brave 
The inroad of the giant wave, 
Though the bold feaman’s firmer foul 
Views ae the billowy mountains roll, 

Yet ftill along the murky fky 

Anxious he throws th’ enquiring eye, 
If kaply through the gloom that round him low’rs 
Shoots one refulgent ray, prelude of happier hours. 


Tf, 
So Albion, round her rocky coaft, 
While loud the rage of battle roars, 
Derides Invafion’s haughty boatt; 
Safe in her wave-encircled fhores, 
S&Sil fafer in her dauntlefs band, 
Lords of her feas, or guardians of her land, 
Whofe patriot zeal, whofe bold emprize, 
Rife as the ftorms of danger rife ; 
Yet, temp’ring glory’s ardent flame 
With gentle mercy’s milder claim, 


$he bends from fcenes of blood th’ averted eye, 


And courts the {miles of peace ’mid fhouts of victory. 


Tis 
She courts in vain !—The ruthlefs foe, 


Deep drench’d in blood, yet thirfting ftill for more, 


Deaf to the fhrieks of agonizing woe, 


Views with rapacious eye each neighb’ring fhore. 


Mine be th’ eternal fway, aloud he cries; 
Where’ex my {word prevails, my conqu’ring banner flies, 
Ty. 
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IV. , 
Genius of Albion, hear; 
Grafp the ftrong fhield, and fhake th’ avenging fpear.: 
" By wreaths thy’hardy fons of yore we 
From Gallia’s creft victorious tore ; : 
By Edward’s lily-blazon’d shield ; 
By Agincourt’s high-trophy’d field ; 
By. rath Iberia’s naval pride, 
Whelm’d by Eliza’s barks beneath the ftormy tide; 
' Call forth thy warrior race again, ‘SLE 
Breathing to ancient mood the foul-in‘piring ftrain,— 
* “ Toarms! your enfigns ftraight difplay ! 
*¢ Now fet the battle in array* 
“ The oracle for war declares, 
* Succefs depends upon our hearts and fpears. 
“ Britons, firike home! revenge your country’s wrongs ; 
“‘ Fight, and record yourfelves in Druid fongs:!”’ 


ODE FOR HIS MAJESTY’S BIRTH-DAY, 1797. 
BY HENRY JAMES PYE, ESQ. POET-LAUREAT.., 
Set to Mufic by Sir W. Parfons, Mus. D. 


WHILE the frowning Lord of arms 
Shall yield to gentler pow’rs the plain; 
Lo! Britain greets the milder charms 
Of Cytherea’s reign. 
_Mute is the trumpet’s brazen throat, 
And the {weet flute’s melodious note 
Floats on the foft ambrofial gale ; 
The fportive Loves and Graces round, 
Beating with jocund ftep the ground, 
Th’ aufpicious nuptials hail! 
The Mufes ceafe to weave the wreath of war, 
But hang their rofeate flow’rs on Hymen’s golden car! 


When o’er Creation’s blotted face 
Drear Night her fable banner rears, 
And veils fair Nature’s*vernal grace, 
Encircled round by doubts and fears, 
Through darkfome mifts and chilling dews 
His path the wand’rer’s foot purfues, 
Till, fhining clear in orient fkies, 
He views the ftar of Venus rife, 
And joys to fee the genial pow’r: 
Bright harbinger of morning’s hour! 


* Thefe laft lines were inferted at the defire of the King. ~ 
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And now a flood of fadiance ftreams 

From young Aurora’s blufhing beams, 
Till rob’d in gorgeous ftate, the orb of day , 
Spreads o’er the laughing earth his full refulgent ray? 


Bleft be the omen, royal pair ! 
‘O may the hymeneal rite, 
That joins the valiant and the fair, 
; Shed on the nations round its placid light! 
Her fertile plain though Albion fee ' 
From favage devaftation free; 
Though with triumphant fail fhe reign 
Sole Emprefs of the fubjeé main, 
She longs to bid the thunders fleep 
Which fhake the regions of the deep, 
That crowding nations far and wide, 
Borne peaceful o’er the ambient tide, 
May fhare the bleffings that endear the day 
Which gave a patriot king a patriot race to fway ! 


SONNET. —sy THE LATE EARL OF ORFORD. 


AS the Mole’s filent ftream crept penfive along, 

And the winds murmur’d folemn the willows among, 
On the green turf complaining a fwain lay reclin’d, 

And wept to the river, and figh’d to the wind. 


In vain (he cry’d) Nature has waken’d the {pring ; 
€ In vain blooms the violet, the nightingales fing : 

* To a heart full of forrow no beauties appear: 
‘Each zephyr’s a figh, and each dew-drop’s a tear! 


*In vain my Sophia has graces to move 

* The faireft to envy, the wifeft to love :— 

* Her prefence no longer gives joy to my eye, 

¢ Since without her to live is more pain than to diet 


© O that flumber his pinions would over me ince, 
¢ And paint but her image, in dreains, in her ftead ! 
© The beautiful vifion would foften my pain: ' 
* But fleep’s a relief I folicit ih vain! 


THE PILGRIM.—Frrom, porMs BY R. SOUTHEY. 


\' X 7 1TH way-worn feet 2 pilgrim woe-begone, 
Life’s upward road 1 journey’d many a day, 
And hymning many a fad yet foothing lay, 
Beguil’d my wand’ring with the charms of fong. 
’ Lonely 
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Lonely my heart, and rugged was the way, 
Yet often pluck’d I, as I pafs’d along, 
- The wild and fimple flow’rs of poefy ; 
And, as befeem’d the wayward fancy’s child, 
Entwin’d each random weed that pleas’d mine eye ! 
Accept the wreath belov’d! itis both wild 
_ And rudely garlanded; yet fcorn not thou 
The humble off’ring, where the fad rue weaves 
*Mid gayer flow’rs its intermingled leaves, 
For I have twin’d the myrtle for thy brow, 


ALONZO THE BRAVE, AND FAIR IMOGINE.—A Romance, 


FROM MR. LEWIS’S NOVEL OF THE MONK. 


WARRIOR fo bold and a virgin fo bright, 
Convers’d as they fat on the green; 
They gaz’d on each other with tender delight ! 
Alonzo the Brave was the name of the knight; 
The maid’s was the fair Imogine. 


“« And oh !” faid the youth, “ fince to-morrow I go 
“ To fight in a far diftant land, 

“ Your tears for my abfence foon leaving to flow, 

“Some other will court you, and you will beftow 
“*On a wealthier fuitor your hand!” 


* Oh huth thefe fufpicions,’ fair Imogine faid, 
‘ Offerfive to love and tome!” 

‘ For if you be living, or if you be dead, 

‘ I {wear by the virgin that none in your ftead 
* Shall hufband of Imogine be. 


‘ If e’er I, by luft or by wealth led. afide, 
_ * Forget my Alonzo the Brave, . 
* God grant that, to punith my falfehood and pride, / 
* Your ghoft at my marriage may fit by my fide ; 
‘ May tax me with perjury, claim me as bride, 
. ‘ And bear me away to the grave !’ 


To Paleftine haften’d the hero fo bold; 
His love fhe lamented him fore:— , 
But fcarce had a twelvemonth elaps’d when, behold, — 
A baron, all cover’d with jewels and gold, 4 
Arriv’d at fair Imogine’s door, 


‘ 


His treafure, his prefents, his {pacious domain 
Soon made her untrue to her vows: ‘ 
He dazzled her eves, he bewilder’d her brain; wars 
Me caught her affections, fo light and ‘fo vain, ~*~” 
And carry’d her home as his fpoufe ! 
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And now had the marriage been bleft by the prieft; 

The revelry now was begun ; 
The tables they groan’d with the weight of the feaft; — 
Nor yet had the laughter and merriment ceas’d, , 
» .. When the bellat the caitle toll’d—onr! 


Then firft, with amazement, fair Imogine found 
That a ftranger was plac’d by her fide !— 

His air was terrific; he utter’d no found ; 

He fpoke not, he mov’d not, he look’d not around, 
But earneftly gaz’d on the bride! 


His vizor was clos’d, and gigantic his height; 
His armour was fable to view :— 
All pleafure and laughter were hufh’d at his fight ; 
The dogs, as they ey’d him, drew back in affright ; 
The lights in the chamber burn’d blue! 


His prefence all bofoms appear’d to difmay ; 

The guefts fat in filence and fear ; 
At length {poke the bride, while fhe trembl’d, “ I pray, 
Sir Kifight, that your helmet afide you would lay, 

And deign to partake of our cheer!” 


The lady is filent: the ftranger complies ; 
His vizor he flowly unclos’d.— 
Oh, God, what a fight met fair Imogine’s eyes ! 
What words can exprefs her difmay and furprife, 
When a fkeleton’s head was expos’d!’ 


All prefent then utter’d a terrify’d fhout ; 
All turn’d with difguft from the fcene ; 


The worms they crept in, and the worms they crept out, ~ 


And {ported his eyes and his temples about, 
While the fpeétre addrefs’d Imogine :— 


‘“* Behold me, thou falfe one; behold me!’ he cry’d : 
“* Remember Alonzo the Brave! 
“ God grants, that, to. punith thy falfehood and pride, 
** My ghoft at thy marriage fhould fit by thy fide ; 
** Should tax thee with perjury, claim thee as bride, 
“And bear thee away to the grave!" 
Thus faying, his arms round the lady he wound, 
While loudly the fhriek’d in difmay ; 
Then funk with his prey thro’ the wide-yawning ground! 
Nor never again was fair Imogine found, 
Or the pettre who bore her away. 


Not 
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Not long liv’d'the Baron; and none-fince that time: | 
To inhabit the caftle prefume ; 

For chronicles tell, that, by order fublime, 

There Imogine fuffers the pain of her crime, 
And mourns her deplorable doom. 


At midnight four times in each year does her fpriie, © 
When mortals in flumber are bound, 

Array’d in her bridal apparel of white, 

Appear in the hall with the fkeleton-knight, 
And fhriek as he whirls her around ! 


While they drink out of fkulls newly torn froin the ervey 
Dancing round them the fpeétres are feen; 

Their liquor i is blood; and this horrible ftave 

They howl,—“ To the health of Alonzo the Brave, 
And his confort, the falfe Imogine !” 
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A BALLAD. sy rosert BuRNS.— Tune, Humours of Glen. 


cE Wk groves o’ {weet myrtle let foreign lands reckon, 
Where bright beaming fummers exalt the aves 

Far dearer to me yon lone glen o’ green breckan, 

With the burn ftealing under the lang yellow broom: 
Far dearer to me yon humble broom-bowers, 

Where the blue. bell and gowan lurk lowly unfeen ; 
For there, lightly tripping amang the wild flowers, ~ 

A liftning the linnet, aft wanders my Jean. 
Tho’ rich is the breeze, in their gay funny valleys, 

And cauld Caledonia’s blaft on the wave ; 
Their fweet-fcented woodlands that {kirt the proud ca aes 
|! What are they p—the haunt o’ the tyrant and flave! 
The flave’s {picy forefts, and gold- bubbling fountains, 

The braye Caledonian views wi’ difdain ; ; 
He wanders as free as the wind on his mountains, 

Save love’s willing fetters,—the chains of his Jean. 


MODERN NOVELS. (Infcribed to the Author of the Monk) 


From my Night-Gown and Slippers. By G. COLEMAR. 


OM, Dick, and Will, were little known to fame—— 
No Matter : 
But to the alehoufe oftentimes they came 
| To chatter. 
It was the cuftom of thefe three 
To fit up late 
And, o’er the embers of the alehouse fire, 
WwW hen fteadier cuftomers retire, 
The choice triumviri, d’ye fee, 
Held a debate. 
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Held a debate !—On politics, no doubt. 
Not fo ;—they car’d not who was in, 
Not of a pin, 
Nor who was out. © . 
All their difcourfe on modern poets ran, 
For in the mufes was their fole delight. , 
They ftalk’d of fuch, and fuch, and. fuch a man; 
Of thofe who could and thofe who could not write. 
Tt coft them very little pains 
To count the modern poets who had brains; _ 
*Twas a {mall difficulty :—’twasn’t any, 
They were fo few. 
But to caft up the fcores of men 
Who wield a ftump they call a pen, 
Lord! they had much to do! 
They were fo many. 
Buoy’d on a fea of fancy, genius rifes, 
And, like the rare Leviathan, furprizes : ‘Gi 
But the Jmall fry of {cribblers !—tiny fouls !—« 
They wriggle through the mud in flioals, 
It would have rais’d a {mile to fee the faces Ss 
They made, and the ridiculous grimaces, 
At many an author as they overhaul’d him, 
They gave no quarter toacalf, © 
Blown up with puff and paragraph 
But if they found him bad, they maul’d him. 
On modern dramatifts they fell 
Pounce vi & armis—tooth and nail—pell mell. 
They call’d them carpenters and {mugglers ; 
Filching their incidents from ancient hoards, 
And knocking them together like deal boards; and rupees 
Who all the town’s attention fix 
By making—Plays? No, fir, by making tricks. 
The verfifiers—Heav'n defend us! 
They. play’d the very devil with their rhimes: 
They hop’d Apollo a new fet would fend us ; 
And then invidioufly enough, 
Plac’d modifh verfe, which they cali’d ftuff, 
Againft the writings of the elder times. 
To fay the truth, 2 modern verfifier 
Clap’d check by jowl 
With Pope, with Dryden, and with Prior, 
Would look damn’d fcurvily, upon my foul! 
For novels, fhould their cfitic hints {ucceed, 
The Miffes might fare better when they took ’ em; 
But it would fare éxtremély ill indeed 
With gentle Mefficurs Bell and Hookham. 


& A novel 
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® A novel now,” fays Will, “ is nothing more 
“ Than an old caftle—and a creaking door— 
“ A diftant hovel— | 
“ Clanking of chains—a gallery—a light— 
* Old armour—and a phantom all in white— 
*¢ And there’s a novel.” 
* Scourge me fuch catch-penny inditers ie 
** Out of the Jand,”’ quoth Will, roufing in paflion, 
*¢ And fye upon the readers’of fuch writers, 
*¢ Who bring them into fafhion !” 
Will rofe in declamation, “’Tis the bane,” ° 
Says he, “ of youth, ’tis the. perdition : 
Tt fills a giddy female brain 
‘* With vice, romance, luft, terror, pain, » 
“ With fuperitition. 
“ Were I a paftor in a boarding-fchool, 
“I'd quafh fuch books iz toto; if Icou’dn’t, 
* Let me but catch one Mifs that broke my rule, 
“Td flog her foundly, damine if 1 wou’dn’t.’’ 
William, ’tis plain, was getting in a rage; 
But Thomas drily faid, for he was cool, 
“I think no gentleman would mend the age 
“* By flogging ladies at a boarding-fchool.” 
Dick knock’d the afhes from his pipe, 
And faid, friend Will, 
“You give the novels a fair wipe ; 
*¢ But ftill, ; 
** While you, my friend, with paffion run ’em down, 
“ They’re in the hands of all the town. 
* The reafon’s plain,” proceeded Dick, 
“ And fimply thus :— Re 
 Tafte overglutted, grows deprav’d.and fick, 
“ And needs a ftimulus. 
“ Time was, when honeft Fielding writ 
“ Tales full of nature, character, and wit, rou etl 
“© Were reckon’d moft delicious, boil’d and roatt ; 
“ But ftomachs are fo cloy’d with novel-feeding, 
* Folks get a vitiated tafte in reading, . 
“ And want that ftrong provocative,—a ghoft; — 
“ Or, to‘come nearer, 94 
“« And put the cafe a little clearer:— 
“ Minds, juit like bodies, fuffer enervation 
“ By too much ufe; 
** And fink into a ftate of relaxation 
“ With long abufe. 
“ Now a romance with reading-debauchees, 
“ Roufes their torpid pow’rs when nature fails : 
“ And all thefe legendary tales ~ 
“ Are to 4 worn-out mind—-cantharides. 
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‘“¢ But how to cure the evil? You will fay, 
“ My recipe is laughing it away. 
* Lay bare the weak farrago of thofe men 
“« Who fabricate fuch vifionary fchemes, 
“ As if the night-mare rode upon their pen, 
“ And troubl’d all their ink with hideous dreams. 
* For inftance, when a folemn ghoft ftalks in, 
“« And through a myftic tale, is bufy, 
“ Strip me the gentleman into his fkin, 
s* What is he? 
“ Truly ridiculous enough: 
“ Mere trafh,—and very childith ftuff.”” 


LODGINGS FOR SINGLE GENTLEMEN :— A Tak. 
From the fame. 


HO has e’er been in London, that overgrown place, 
Has feen Ledgings to Let ftare him full in the face. 
Some are good, and let dearly ; while fome, ’tis well known, 
Are fo dear and fo bad, they are beft let alone. 
Derry down. 


Will Waddle, whofe temper was ftudious and lonely, 
Hired lodgings that took fingle gentlemen only ; 
But Will was fo fat he appear’d like a ton ;— 

Or like two fingle gentlemen roll’d into one. 


He enter’d his rooms; and to bed he retreated, 
But, all'the night long, he felt fever’d and heated ; 
And, though heavy to weigh, as a fcore of fat fheep, 
He was not, by any means, heavy to fleep. 


Next night ’*twas the fame ;—and the next ;—and the next; 
He perfpir’d like an ox; he was nervous and vex’d. 

Week pafs’d after week; till, by weekly fucceflion, 

His weakly condition was paft all expretiion. 


In fix months his acquaintance began much to doubt him; 
For his fkin, “ like a lady’s loofe gown,” hung about him. 

He fent for a Doétor ; and cry’d, like a ninny, 

“ [ have loft many pounds—make me well—there’s a guinea.” 


The Doétor look’d wife :—“ a flow fever,” he faid : 
Prefcrib’d fudorifics, znd going to bed.— 

** Sudorifics in bed,” exclaim’d Will, “ are humbugs ;’”’ 

“ I’ve enough of them there, without paying for drugs.” 


Wil kick’d out the Do&er but when ill indeed, 
L’eu difmiffing the Doctor don’t ehvays fucceed ; 

So, calling his hoft, he faid, “+ Sir, do you know, : 
“Tm the fat fingle geatlenran, fix months ago?” 
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& Look’e, landlord, I think,” argu’d Will, with a grin, 

« That with honeft intentions you firft took me in ;” 

« But from the firft night (and to fay it ’'m bold) 

« T have been fo damn’d hot, that I’m fure I caught cold.” 


Quoth the landlord, ¢ Till now, I ne’er had a difpute ; 

‘ ve let lodgings ten years ;—I’m a baker to boot. 

‘In airing your fheets, Sir, my wife is no floven ; 

‘ And your bed is immediately—over my oven.’ . 


& The oven!!!” fays Will. Says the hoft, ¢ why this paffion ?? 
‘In that excellent bed dy’d three people of fafhion. 

‘ Why fo crufty, good Sir?” “ Zounds!”’ cries Will in a taking, 
‘ Who wou’d’nt be crufty with half a year’s baking!” 


Will paid for his rooms. Cry’d the hoft, with a fneer, 

« Well, I fee you’ve been going away half a year :” 

¢ Friend, we can’t well agree’—“ yet no quarrel,’ Will faid ; 
“* For one man may die where another makes bread.” 


ON THE LOVE OF OUR COUNTRY. — 4 Poem by the Dean of 
Waterford, which obtained the late Chancellor's Prize at Oxford Jome Years fince ; 
the Original never ajpeared in Print but in an interpolated State. ——From the Gentle- 
gan’s Magazine. ‘ 


y* fouls illuftrious, who, in days of yore, 
With peerlefs might the Britifh target bore ; 
Who, clad in wolf-fkin, from the fcythed car, 
Frown’d on the iron brow of mailed war, 
And dar’d your rudely-painted limbs oppofe 
To Chalybean fteel, and Roman foes! 
' And ye of later age, tho’ not lefs fame 
In tilt and tournament, the princely game 
Of Arthur’s barons, wont by hardieft fport 
To claim the faireft guerdon of the court,— 
Say, holy fhades, did e’er your gen’rous blood 
Roll through your nobler fons in quicker flood 
Than late *, when George bade gird on ev’ry thigh 
The myrtle-braided {word of Liberty ? 
Say, when the high-born Druid’s magic ftraim 
Rous’d on old Mona’s top a female train 
To madnefs, and with more than mortal rage, 
Bade them like furies in the fight engage ; 
Frantic when each unbound her briftling hair, 
And fhook a flaming torch, and yell’d in wild defpair ; 


* Thefe lines were written foon after an inftallation at Windfer, 
Ff2 
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Or when on Crefly’s field the fable might , if . ‘ 
Of Edward dar’d four monarchs to the fight ; 

Say, holy fhades, did. patriotic heat 

In your big hearts with quicker tranfports beat 
Than in your fons, when forth like ftorms they pour’d, | 
In Freedom’s caufe, the fury of the fword? ~ 
Who rul’d the main, or gallant armies led, 

With Hawke who conquer’d, or with Wolfe who bled ? 
Poor is his triumph, and difgrac’d his name, 
Who draws the {word for empire, wealth, or fame: 
For him though wealth be blown on ev’ry wind, 
Though fame announce him mightieft of mankind, 
Though twice ten nations crouch beneath his blade, 
Virtue difowns him, and his glories fade ; 

For him no pray’rs are pour’d, no pzans fung, 

No bleffings chanted from a nation’s tongue; 
Blood marks the path to his untimely bier; 

The curfe of orphans, and the widow’s tear, 

Cry to high Heav’n for vengeance on his head; 
Alive, deferted ; and accurft when dead. 

Indignant of his deeds, the Mufe, who fings 
Undaunted truth, and fcorns to flatter kings, 

Shall thew the monfter in his hideous form, 

And mark him as aa earthquake, ora ftorm. 

‘Not fo the patriot chief, who dar’d withftand 

The bafe invader of his native land; 

Who made her weal his nobleft, only end, 

Rul’d but to ferve her, fought but to defend : 

Her voice in:council, and in war her fword, 

Lov’d as her father, as her God ador’d; 

Who firmly virtuous, and feverely brave, , 
Sunk with the freedom that he could not fave. 

On worth like this the Mufe delights to’ wait, 
Reveres alike in triumph and defeat; 
Crowns with true glory and with {potlefs fame ; 
And honours Paoli’s more than Fred’ric’s name. 
Here let the Mufe withdraw the blood-ftain’d veil, 
And fhew the boldef& fon of public zeal. 

Lo, Sidney leaning o’er the block! his mien, 

His voice, his hands, unthaken, clear, ferene. 

Yet novharangue, proudly declaim’d aloud, 

To gain the plaudit of a wayward crowd; 

No Fascias vaunt, Death’s terrors to defy, 

Still death deferring as afraid to die: 

But fternly filent, down he bows, to prove 

How firm his virtuous, though miftaken loves 
Unconquer’d patriot! form’d by ancient lere 

The love of ancient freedom to reftore, 
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Who nobly acted what he boldly thought, 
And feal’d by death the leffon that he caught. 
Dear is the tie that links the anxious fire 
To the fond babe that prattles round his fire ; 
Dear is the loye that prompts the gen’rous youth 
His fire’s fond cares and drooping age to foothe ; 
Dear is the brother, fifter, hufband, wife ; 
Dear all the charities of focial life: 
Nor wants firm friendfhip holy wreaths to bind 
In mutual fympathy the faithful mind : 
But not th’endearing ftrings that fondly move 
To filial duty, or parental love, 
Noriall the ties that kindred bofoms bind, 
Nor all in friendfhip’s holy wreaths entwin’d, 
Are half fo dear, fo potent to controul 
The gen’rous workings of the patriot foul, 
As is that holy voice that cancels all. 
Thofe ties that bids him fer his country fall. 
At this high fummons, with undaunted zeal, 
He bares his breaft, invites th’impending fteel, » 
Smiles at the hand that deals the fatal blow, 
Nor heaves one figh for all he leaves below. 
Nor yet doth Glory, though her part be bold, 
Her afpect radiant, and her treffes gold, , 
Guide through the walks of Death alone her car, 
_ Attendant only on the dint of War:'. . 
She ne’er difdains the gentle vale of Peace, 
Or olive fhades of philofophic eafe, ~~ ~~ 
Where Heav’n-taught minds to woo the Mufe refort, 
Create in colours, or with founds tranfport ; _ 
«sey More pleas’d on Ifis’ filent marge toroam § 1) iuerea 
‘Than bear in pemp the {poils of Minden home. 
To read with Newton’s ken the ftarry fky, 
And God the fame in all his orbs defcry; 
To lead forth Merit from her humble fhade; 
iixtend to rifing Arts a patron’s aid; 
Build the nice ftruéture of the gen’rous Law, 
That holds the free-born mind in willing awe; vt 
To {well the fail of Trade; the barren plain ee 
To bid with fruitage bluth, and wave with grain ; _ 
O’er pale Misfortune drop, with anxious jigh, 
Pity’s mild balm, and wipe Aftiiétion’s eye; "A 
Thefe, thefe are deeds Britannia muft approve, 
Mutt nurfe their growth with all a:parent’s love ! 
_ Thefe are the deeds that Public Virtue owns, eae 
Aad (juft to Public Virtue) Glory crowns. 
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WALLACE’S ADDRESS TO HIS ARMY. 


BY ROBERT BURNS. 


COTS, wha hae wi’ Wallace bled; 
Scots, wham Bruce has aften led, 
Welcome to your gory bed, 
Or to glorious victorie ! 


WNow’s the day, and now’s the hour; 

See the front o’ battle lour; 

See approach proud Edward’s pow’r! 
Edward! chains and flaverie ! 


Wha will be a traitor knave ? 
Wha can fill a coward’s grave? 
Wha fae bafe as be a flave? 
Traitor! coward! turn and flie! 


Wha for Scotland’s King and Law, 
. Freedom’s fword will ftrongly draw ; 
Freeman ftand, or freeman fa’, 
Caledonian! on wi’ me ! 


By Oppreffion’s woes and pains ! 
By your fons in fervile chains ! 
‘ We will drain our deareft veins, 


: But they fhall, they fhall be free! 


Lay the  Nanasabad low ! 

‘Tyrants fall in ev’ry foe } 

‘Liberty’s in ev’ry blow ! 
Forward + let us go, or die! 


SONNETS, 
ATTEMPTED IN THE MANNER OF ‘CONTEMPORARY WRITERS,’ 
Frem the Monthly Magazine. 
Sonner FE. 


ENSIVE, at eve, on the hard world I mus’d, 
And my poor heart was fad: fo at the moon 

I gaz’d,—and figh’d, and figh’d!—For ah! how feon 
Eve darkens into night. Mine eye perus’d 
With fearful vacancy, the dampy grafs, 

Which wept and glitter’d in the paly ray; 

And I did paufe me on my lonely way, * 
And mus’d me on thofe wretched ones who-pa 
©’er the black heath of sorrow. But, alas! 

Moft of mysexvr I thought: when it befell, 
That the footh spirit of the breezy wood 

Breath’d in mine ear, * All this is very well; 
But much of one thing is for zo thing good.” 

Ah! my poor heart’s inexplicable fwell! 


Noewemsan Hiccinsorrom. 
SoNNET 
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Sonnet II. — TO SIMPLICITY. 


O '! T do love thee, meek Simflicity! 

For of thy lays the lulling fimplenefs 

Goes to my heart, and foothes each fmall diftrefs 
Diftrefs though fmall; yet haply great to me! : 
"Tis true on lady Fortune’s gentleft pad 

Tamble on ! yet, though I know not why, 

So fad Tam! But fhould a friend and I 
Grow coo! and miff, O! Iam very fad! 

And then with fonnets and with fympathy 
My dreamy bofom’s rayttic woes I pall; 

Now of my falfe friend plaining plaintively, 
Now raving at mankind in general; 
But whether fad or fierce, ’tis fimple all, 

All very fimple, meek Srmpuicirty ! ‘ 


NEHEMIAH HIGGINBOTTOM. 


Sonnet III. —ON A RUINED HOUSE IN A 
ROMANTIC COUNTRY. 


ND this reft houfe is that the which he built, 
Lamented Jack! And here his malt he pil’d, 
Cautious in vain! Thefe rats that fqueak fo wild, 
Squeak not unconfcious of their father’s guilt. 
Did ve not fee her gleaming through the glade! 
Belike twas fhe, the maiden all forlorn ; 
What though fhe milk no cow with crumpled horn, 
Yet aye fhe haunts the dale where erft the ftray’d; ; 
And aye befide her ftalks her amorous knight! 
Still on his thighs their wonted brogues are worn, 
_ And through thofe brogues ftill tatter’d and betorn, 
_ His hindward charms gleam an unearthly white ; 
As when thro’ broken clouds, at night’s high noon 
Peeps in fair fragments forth the full-orb’d harveft-moon ! 


NewEemMIAH HicciINnBoTTom. 
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Account of Books for 1797. 


Memoirs of the Right Honourable Edmund 
Burke, by Charles M? Cormick, LL. B. 
4to, 1797. 


HIS work, which might with 
greater propriety be entitled 
Memoirs of and Striétures on the 
Political Condué& of Mr. Burke, 
gives us but little informatian te- 
fpecting Mr. Burke’s youth; and 
of his education, his habits, and his 
propenfities, fcarcelyany thing. For 
thefe deficiencies it, however, in 
fome meafure, compenfates, by a 
very ample detail of Mr. Burke’s 
public life, of his parliamentary 
{fpeeches, and of the correfponding 
hiftory of political parties. 

Having already in our Chronicle 
given the prominent features of the 
charaéterand fortunes of Mr, Burke, 
we fhall content ourfelves now with 
giving a few extracts from: Mr, 
M’Cormick’s boek; referving for 
a future volume, when we fizall be 
furnifhed with ampler documents, 
‘a fuller account of this illuftrious 
man, who claims particular regard 
from us as having been, during the 
fpace of one-and-thirty years, the 
principal conductor of the prefeat 
undertaking; of whicheircumftance 
Mr. M’Cormick takes notice in the 
following words :-— 

“ Mr. Burke admired the divet- 
fity of talents fo confpicuows in the 


labours of Hume and Robertfon, but 
did not lofe in that admiration the 
conicioyfnefs of his own. His 
emotions on reading their works 
very much refembled thofe of Cor- 
teggio, who, after examining Ra- 
phael’s mafter-piece with filent rap- 
ture at length exclaimed Ed io an- 
che sono fittove —“ And I too ama 
painter.”” Animated by this fenti- 
ment, he began to write memoirs of 
his own time; and having laid a 
fketch of his plan before the elder 
Dodfley, he received from that dif- 
cerning and fpirited bookfeller the 
moft liberal encouragement to carry 
it into execution. ‘The Annual 
Regifter for the vear 1758,” ac- 
cordingly made its appearance ; and 


it is but a faint echo of the national 


voice to aflert, that mo periodical 
work-had ever before been prefent- 
ed to the world in fo mafterly and 
fo interefting a form, or had fo well 
deferved the applaufe it everywhere 
met with. The beams of public 
favour did not relax but invigorate 
the writer’s efforts; and for more 
than thirty years the increafe of 
merit and the increafe of reputation 
were kept up by the continual dif- 
play of new and extraordinary pow- 
ers. In the year 1789, Mr. Burke 
declined this tafk, and transferred it 

to other hands.” 
Of Mr. Burke’s connexion with 
Sir 
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Sir Jofhua Reynolds, the refult, ac- 
cording to Mr. M’Cormick, was 
highly advantageous, though in dif- 
ferent-ways to both parties. Ina 
word, Sir Jofhua rofe by borrowed 
wings to hjgh literary fame, by his 
“‘ Difcourfes to the Royal Acade- 
my,” which Mr. Burke is’ faid to 
have compofed for him, while Sir 
Jofhua repaid the obligation by very 
liberal pecuniary difburfements. « 

Mr. M’Cormick, after clofing the 
fhort and unfatisfactory anecdotes 
of Mr. Burke’s private life, and pre- 
vious to the period of his political 
importance, prefents us with the 
following character of him :— 

“In every circle where he ap- 
“peared, an interefting {weetnefs and 
fantibiity of countenance difpofed 


even firangers to form at firft fight: 


a favourable idea of) his charaéter ; 
and this impreffion was afterwards 
filrengthened by the delicacy of 
his behaviour and the numberlefs 
charms of his converfation. He 
was not indeed remarkable for a 
dignity of afpect, nor did any light- 
ning ever flafh from his eye; but 
though he wanted thofe external 
marks of an elevated foul, or of the 
commanding orator, he poflefled 
the fofter graces of good humour 
and: ferenity. It was the clath of 
parliamentary debate and the violent 
collifions of party which afterwards 
ftruck out the latent fire of his foul, 
and betrayed thofe fatal weaknefles ; 
that extreme irritability of temper, 
that uncontrouled and almoft frantic 
vehemerice of paflion, which be- 
came the caufe of fuch frequent 
vexation to his friends, and expofed 
him fo often to the attacks of his 
enemies. Before the commence- 
ment of his political warfare, no- 
thing but the milk of good-nature 
feemed to flow from his lips; he 
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replied to the harfheftcontradi€tions 
in a tone of foft perfuafion; he 
heard impertinence and abfurdity 
without a frown. Mafter of every 
ftile, from Bolingbroke to Bunyan, 
his language was always fuited to 
the occafion. The richnefs of his 
fancy enabled him to fcatier flowers 
over a barren fubjeét, while the 
fallies of his wit enabled him to en- 
liven the moft ferious difcuffions. 
It cannot bea matter of juftfurprife, 
much lefs of reproach, that low ima- 
ges and ftrokes of vulgar pleafantry 
were fometimes found in the ex- 
uberance of his entertaining re- 
marks. Inftead of exprefling an 
ill-natured difguft at fuch little 
blemifhes, we fhould rather com- 
pare the impetuous rufh of his ideas 
to the rapidity. of Peruvian torrents, 
which, in wafhing down gold from 
the tops of the mountains, mingle 
the precious ore with common 
fand.”’ : 
Thefe Memoirs throughoutabound 
with violent inveétives againft Mr. 
Burke’s political apoftacy; againft 
which Mr. M’Cormick declaims 
with more acrimony than becomes 
the impartiality of a biographer. 
Another biographical account of 
this extraordinary man, from the 
pen of Dr. Biffet, has been lately ° 
announced, which we fhall notice 
in our next volume. 


An authentic Account of the Embaffy 


Siom the King of Great Britain to the 
Emperor of China ; including ,curfory 
Objervations made, and Information 
obtained, in travelling through that 
ancient Empire, and a fmall Part of 
Chinefe Tartary : together with a Re- 
lation of the Voyage undertaken on the 
Occafion by his Majefty’s Ship the 
Lion, andthe Ship Hindofan %n the 

La 
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Eaft India Company's Service, to the 
Yellow Sea and Gulph of Pekin ; as 
well as of their Return to Europe: 
with Notices of the fevcral Places where 
they ftoed in their Way ont and 
ome. Taken chiefly from the Papers 
of his Excellency the Earl of Macartney, 
Knight of the Bath, his Majefty’s Am- 
baffador Ext acrdinary and Plenspo- 
tentiary to the Emperor of China ; Sir 
Evafmus Gower, Commander of the 
Expedition, and of other Gentlemen in 
the feveral Departments of the Embaffy. 
By Sir George Staunton, Baronet, Ho- 

_ norary Doétor of Laws of the Univerfity 
of Oxford, F. R. &. his Majefty’s 
Secretary of Embaffy to the Emperor of 
China, and Minifter Plenipotentiary in 
the Abfence of the Ambaffadcer. In 
TwoV olumes, 410, with Engravings ; 
befides a Folio Volume of Plates. 
4/1. 4s. Boards. — On large Paper, 
61. 6s. Boards. Nicol. 1797. 


r i ‘HIS is one of thofe perfor- 
mances that will characterife, 
under more views than one, the 
liberal {pirit of the age iifelf. It 
may indéed truly be faid that we 
are here prefented with much im- 
portant and multifarious informa- 
tion concerning the greateit em- 
ire of the world. Sir George 
iaunton enjoyed peculiar advan- 
tages for deicribing with accuracy 


the phyfical as well as moral ftate of 


China, The embafly was accom- 
panied by gentlemen verfed in the 
moft ufeful brauches of natural and 
nautical knowledge: the tranfac- 
tions in which the heads of it were 
employed, with the emperor and 
his minifters, were well calculated 
io exhibit the views, difpofitions, 
and talents of the Chinefe court; 
and the eftablifhed characters of the 
narrators, in refpect to probity and 
good fenfe, give a degree of au- 
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thenticity ‘to’ their reports, which 
former deferiptions of China are 
not thought to poffefs. 

The firft and fecond chapters are 
employed in explaining the occa- 
fion of the embaffy, and the pre- 
parations for executing it with fuc- 
cefs. The author then proceeds, 
throughout the greater part of the 
firft volume, to defcribe the voyage . 
to China, by the way of Madeira, : 
the Canaries, Rio de Janeiro, Trif- 
tan D’Acunha in the fouthern part 
of the Atlantic, and the Ifles of St. 
Paul and Amfterdam in the Indian 
Ocean. A moftinterefting part of 
the voyage then follows, through 
the Straits of Sunda and Banca, to 
Pulo Condore, a fmall ifland near” 
the coaft of Cambodia; thence to 
Turon Bay, a defirable place of re- 
frefhment in Cochin-China; and 
from Turon Bay to the Chu-fan 
illes, above a thoufand miles beyond 
Canton, and on the fame eaftern 
coaft. At Chu-fan, the Lion man 
of war and Hindoftan Indiaman’ 
had reached the utmoft boundary 
of recorded navigation by Europe- 
ans. ‘The fea thence to the port 
neareft to Pekin, extending up- 
wards of ten degrees of latitude, 
was totally unknown, except to 
thofe who dwell around its fhores. 
Into this fea flow the waters of the 
great Whong-ho; which, in its long 
and circuitous courfe, carries with 
it fuch quantities of yellow mud, 
that it receives the name of the Yel- 
low River, and communicates the 
fame quality and the fame appella- 
tion to the adjoining fea. 

‘The accurate examination of this 
unknown fea is not one of the leaft 
benefits derived from the embafly. 
The Britifh veffels conveying the 
embafiv, its attendants, and prefents, 
were furnifhed each with a Chinefe 
pilot, 
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pilot at Chu-fan. Thefe pilots 
brought with them two marine com- 
paffes ; but they were unprovided 
with charts, or any inftrument for 
afcertaining latitudes. They trutft- 
ed entirely to their local knowledge 
and obfervation; as did the nations 
of old furrounding the Mediterra- 
nean; which the Chinefe feas near- 
ly refembie, both in the narrownefs 
of their boundaries, and in the nu- 
merous iflands with which every 
part of them is ftudded. 

The track of the Lion and Hin- 
doftan, in navigating the Yellow 
Sea, is carefully laid down in the 
charts accompanying the work; 
and on thefe charts are marked not 
only the foundings, but the ftate of 
the marine barometer, and of Fah- 
renheit’s thermometer, in the fhade, 
every day at noon: a precaution 
which renders unneceflary the con- 
tinual repetition of thofe obferva- 
tions in the body ef the work. 

In the courfe of the Hindoftan, 
when feparated from the Lion, fhe 

rceived on Sunday the 14th of 
july, 1793, a {mall {quare-rigged 
European veffel. This was the 
Endeavour brig, Captain Proétor, 
belonging to the Eaft India Com- 
pany, and fent by the Company’s 
commiffioners at Canton, through 
whom the defign of the embafly 
had been communicated to the 
Chinefe court, with diipatches for 
the ambaflador. In the neighbour- 
hood of Tfung-ming, and along the 
coaft of China, Captain Proctor met 
feveral fmall junks, cruizing with 
mandarins on board, to find out and 
welcome the ambaffador, as well as 
to conduct him into port: but they 
feldom went out of the depth of 
two fathoms, not aware that the 
fhip which had his Excellency on 
board, drew about double that quan- 
tity of water. 
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The fquadron, confifting of the 
Lion, Hindoftan, and fackall ten- 
er, came to anchor in feven fa- 
thoms water in a broad bay, a few 
miles diftant from the city-of Ten- 
chdo-foo; the latt fyliable of which 
word always denotes a city of the 
firft order, having feveral middling 
and {mall towns within its jurifdic- 
tion. 

As foon as the governor of Ten- 
choo-foo was informed that the 
ambaflador was on board the Lion, 
he fent to him a prefent, confifting 
of freth provifions and fruit; and 
afterwards came on board to viiit 
him. The governor was attended. 
bya great number of perfons; one 
of whom having had occafion to 
{peak to him as he was pafling along 
the fhip’s deck, immeaiately threw 
himfelf upon his knees, and, in that 
pofture, communicated his bufinefs, 
to the great furprife of the Englifh 
{petators : a furprife that was 
heightened by the undifturbed 
countenance of the governor, as if 
accuftomed to be accofted in that 
manner. The governor of Ten- 
choo-foo, in his interview with the 
ambaiffador, teftified not only great 
politenefs, but much eafe. and affa- 
bility ; and it was apparent upon 
this occafion, as well as from what 
was obferved at Chu-fan, that the 
folemnity of behaviour, attributed 
in many accounts of this country 
as a general character to the Chi- 
nefe, was only an appearance af- 
fumed by them in the prefence of 
thofe whom they confidered as their 
inferiors. 

The governor gave an invitation 
(which was declined) to the ambafla- 
dor and his fuite to entertainments 
and plays on fhore, as indeed had 
done the governor of Chu-fan, in 
order, in fome fmall degree, to cor- 
refpond, as they expreffed it, with 

the 


{ 
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the fplendid reception which it was 
underftood their fovereign intended 
for his Excellency, when he fhould 
arrive at the imperial court. 

The eclat of fuch a reception 
was, no doubt, likely to operate 
upon the minds of the people of 
China, who look with more than 


an ordinary degree of reverence’ 


to the throne. It might tend to’ 
imprefs them with ‘a general fenfe 
of confideration for the Englifh na- 


tion, of which the agents of the 


Englifh Eaft India Company at 
Canton might experience effects. 
conducive to their benefit and com- 
fort. tin 

The fhallownefs of the water 
obliged the Lion to come to anchor 
on the 25th of July, about four 
leagues from the Chinefe coaft, 
which at the north-weft extremity 
of the Gulph of Pekin, confifts of a 
low and fandy beach. From this 
anchorage, the river Pei-ho, which 
comes from Tien-fing, was found 
to be fifteen miles diftant. A bar 
croffed the mouth of the river, which 
did not matétially obftruét ‘the na- 
vigation’ of’ Chinefe fhips, thongl 
of three and four hundred tons 
Hurden; while the Jackall, an Eng- 
' Tith vefel of 100 tons, followed 
them with mueh dificulty. Having 
entered the river, ; 

The Jackall was‘foon accofted 
by Chinefe foldiers in a boat, de- 
firing her to anchor, and wait the 
arrival of a mandarin, who had in- 
quiries to make about her, This 
gentleman made his appearance 
prefently, with feveral attendants, 
upon the Jackall’s deck. As foon 
as he was fatisfied that fhe belonged 
to the expected embafly,» he made 
many inquiries. about the ambaffa- 
‘dor, and the prefents brought for 
his Imperial Majelty. As the an- 


1 


fwers were general, he, after a little’ 


time, endeavoured to obtain a more 
particular account by changing the 
manner and form of his queftions ; 
and he feemed to exert no little 
addrefs to obtain his objeét. Though’ 
the motion ‘of the brig and fmell of 
the tar were offenfive to him, yet 
he continued long on board to col- 
le& information as to the fize and 
ftrength of the fhips aitending the 
ambaffador, and the number of men 
and guns onboard; while one of 
his attendants was bufy writing all 
the time of the conference, as if 
taking notes’ of every thing that 
pafied. The: mandarin concluded 
by declaring, that the Emperor had 
iffued orders for the- reception and 
accommodation of the embatly, ind 
offered to fupply whatever might 
be wanted. The brig being oblig- 
ed to wait in the river forthe re- 
turn of the tide next day, Captain 
Campbell and Mr. Hunter were 
invited on fhore, where they were 
hofpitably treated ; but ina manner 
crofs-examined, ‘and the former 
queftions repeated to them. Par- 
ticular inquiries were alfo made as 
io the fpecies of nutriment to which 
the ambaflador and his fuite had 
been accuftomed, and how his Ex- 
cellency wifhed to travel, obferving 
that gentlemen in China travelled 
either in fedan-chairs, or in two 
wheeled carriages by land, or in 
commodious boats by water; which 
latter method was generally prefer- 
red wherever practicable; but add- 
ing, that his Excellency and his 
fuite were to be accommodated 
whichever way they wifhed. The 
mandarins fpoke alfo about the ar- 
ticles of merchandize which they 
fuppofed were brought for fale to 
Pekin, and faid they might be fafely 
depdfited in thé four chriftian chur- 

ches 
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ches in that city, where they might 
be fold to great advantage. The 
idea of trade was fo affociated with 
that of Englifhmen, in the minds of 
the Chinefe, who knew them only 


~ as venders and purchafers of goods, 


\ 


that.they could fcarcely give credit 
to the affertion, that the perfons 
compofing the embafly were not 
merchants, and that the fhips of 
war never carried goods for fale, 
or that there was little, befide what 
was intended for prefents for the 
court, in any of the veffels. The 
propofal, made with-fo little,cere- 
mony, of converting churches into 
fhops for the retail of merchandife, 
which appeared fingular to an Euro- 
pean ear, was perfectly familiar to 
the Chinefe, whofe places of wor- 
fhip are occafionally made to an- 
{wer every purpofe of utility to 
which they may be applied. “The 
building in which this converfation 
took place, wasitfelf a temple; and 
in the crowd were fome of the 
honzes, or priefis, who miniftered in 
it; and were remarkable for the 
contraft between their grey beards 
and their robes of rofe-coloured filk. 

The mandarins, who were in- 
formed that the Englifh fhips could 
not crofs the bar, immediately con- 
ceived their fize to be immenfe, and 
formed a proportionate idea of the 
quantity of prefents neceffary to fill 
them. They gave orders for pre- 
paring junks to bring thofe prefents, 
as well as the paflengers and bag- 
fa e, on fhore..» A confiderabfe 

ilding near the river’s mouth was 
provided for the reception of the 
ambaffador, where. it was expected 
he would remain fome days, to re- 
eover from the fatigues of fo long a 
voyage. And it was obferved, that 
he need not precipitate his journey 
to the capital, as the Emperor's 
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birth-day was yet at a confiderable 
diftance : — thefe people not ima- 
gining that an embafly could be any 
thing more than a vifit, or meflage 
of high compliment to their fove- 
reign on that anniverfary, or on the 
occafion of fome other folemn fef- 
tival. 

This information had not beew 
long communicated on board the 
Lion, when feveral Chinefe veflelg 
brought a fupply of live ttock, fruit, 
and other vegetables, in fuch pro- 
fufion, that the fhips could only 
contain a part of it, and the overplus 
was neceffarily fent back. Among 
other articles were 20 bullocks, 
120 fheep, 120 hogs, 160 bags. of 
flour, 1000 water - melons, 3000 
mufk-melons, 10 chefts of candles, 
and 3 bafkets of porcelaine. The 
hofpitality, arfd indeed the attentions 
of every other kind, which the em- 
baffy and fquadron experienced on 
all occafions, were {uch as ftrangers 
feldom meet with, except in the 
eaftern parts of the world. Two 
mandarins, one civil and the other 
military, came to congratulate the 
ambaffador on his fafe arrival: they 
told him that they were appointed 
to attend him to the imperial court; 
and that it was the exprefs will of 
their fovereign to render his jour- 
ney fafe and agreeable to him. 

Thefe gentlemen were received 
on board the Lion with attention 
and cordiality, Much of the {tiff- 
nefs which generally accompanies a 
communication through the medi- 
um of an interpreter, was removed 
by. the good humour of the parties, 
and the ardent defire they felt of 
making out one another’s meaning. 
Their difcourfe by no means par- 
took of the guarded intercourfe of 
ftrangers fufpicious of each other. 
Sometimes, before.the explapation 


was 
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was given of the expreflions ufed, 
the occafion itfelf fuggefted what 
was intended to be faid; and gef- 
ture often came in aid of words. 
There was, however, fo much em- 
ployment for the Chinefe interpre- 
ter, that a trial was now made of 
the fkill of two perfons belonging 
to the embafiv, to whom the Chi- 
nefe miftionaries had endeavoured 
to communicate fome knowledge 
of their language, ever fince they 
had left Naples together, above a 
yeer before. One of thefe perfons 
applied to this ftudy with the unin- 
terrupted diligence of mature age, 
but had the mortification of finding 
that as yet he could fcarcely under- 
ftand a word of what was faid to 
him by thefe new-comers, to whom 
his pronunciation was equally un- 
intelligible; while the other, a youth 
who certainly took lefs pains, but 
whofe fenfes were more acute, and 
whofe organs were more flexible, 
proved already a tolerably good in- 
terpreter. Many words, it feems, 
of the Chinefe tongue, of however 
oppolite a fignification, frequently 
differ from each other, in the utter- 
ance, only in fome flight variation 
of accent or intonation; and which 
is {ufceptible of being more quick- 
iy caught, and more accurately ren= 
dered by thofe who learn in early 
life, than by any who begin to at- 
tempt it after being advanced in 
years. So clofe is the approxima- 
tion fometimes in the inflexions of 
the voice, inuttering Chinefe words 
of different meanings, that it is not 
uncommon, even among the na- 
tives, in order to avoid miftakes in 
converfation, to add the principal 
terms ufed, the neareft fynonyms in 
fenie, by way of explanation. The 
neceffity of doing fo arifes from the 
wie of monofyllables only in the 
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Chinefe language, which muft be - 
lefs diftinét as admitting fewer ¢om~ 
binations, as well as from the ex- 
clufion of fome of the harfher founds 
of other nations, among which the 
difference in the pronunciation of 
words is confequently more percep- 
tible. 

The two mandarins enquired if 
the letter brought for the Emperor 
by the ambaffador was tranflated in- 
to Chinefe ; and sequefted at-any 
rate to know the purport of it. A 
compliance with this requeft was 
not urged as an etiquette preferibed 
by the imperial court; nor yet did 
it appear to have been afked from 
the indifcreet eagernefs of curiofity, 
but rather was confidered as a mat~ 
ter of ordinary courfe; and which 
might enable thofe mandarins more 
completely to fulfil the object they 
had in view, of obtaining and con- 
veying to their fovereign every in- 
formation relative to the embafly. 
It was, however, thought more pru- 
dent, and perhaps more decent, to 
referve the communication of his 
Majefty’s letter at leaft until the ar- 
rival of the ambaflador at the capi- 
tal; and therefore an anfwer was 
given, that the original, with the 
tranflations of it, were locked up in 
a golden box, to be delivered into 
the Emperor’s hands. 

_ Concerning the prefents, the 
mandarins were peculiarly folicitous 
to enquire; and a lift of them was 
formally demanded, to be fent to 
his Imperial Majeity. The fame 
demand had, indeed, been made by 
every Chinefe who had any inter- 
courfe with the ambaflador, or with 
the commifiioners at Canton, on the 
fubjectofthe embafly: and itappear- 
ed from the beginning how much 
curiofity had been excited refpedting 
them. A common catajogne, con- 
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taining the names of thofe on board 
the Hindoftan, would not convey 
any idea of their qualities or intrin- 
fic worth, or indeed be underfiood 
by any effort of tranflation. They 
would, likewife, fuffer by being 
_ confounded with the meyve curiofi- 
ties fent ufually for fale; which, 
however expenfive, or even inge- 
nious, were more glittering than 
ufeful. It was neceffary, therefore, 
to make out, fomewhat in the ori- 
ental ftyle, fuch a general defcrip- 
_tion of the nature of the articles 
now fent, as appeared likely to ren- 
der them acceptable ; meafuring 
their merit by their utility, and en- 
deavouring even to derive fome 
~credit from the omiffion of {plen- 
did trifles. 
On the 5th of Auguft, 1793, the 
ambaffador and his fuite prepared 
‘to guit the Lion and Hindoftan, 
which drew too much water to pats 
‘the bar of the Pei-ho river. The 
prefents and baggage, accompanied 
‘by the fervants, muficians, and 
other attendants, were fhipped on 
board of junks; while the gentle- 
men of the embafly embarked in 
the Clarence, Jackall, and Endea- 
vour brigs. Proceeding with a fa- 
vourable breeze and a {pring-tide, 
they croffed the bar in a few hours. 
‘The river immediately within the 
bar is about five hundred yards wide, 
and was almoft entirely covered 
with veffels. On its fouihern bank 
is the village of Tun-coo, with a 
military poft ; where the troops 
were drawn up in compliment tothe 
Ambaflador. The veffels in their 
progrefs fcon pafied another village, 
called See-coo; and they reached, 
on the fame evening, the town of 
Ta-coo. 
At Ta-coo large covered barges 
were provided, to convey the em- 
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baffy up the river Pei-ho, towards 
Pekin. The barge deftined for the 
reception of the ambaflador con- 
tained an anti-chamber, a faloon, a 
bed-chamber, and a clofet.. Bozts 
attended with provifions and cooks. 
Sixteen other yachts, mceft of them 
of a larger fize than that of the am- 
baflador, conveyed his fuite. Ma- 
ny of thefe vefiels were eighty feet 
long, and very capacious; yet they 
were built cf fuch ligkt weed, and 
were fo conftruéted, that they did 
not draw more than eighteen inch- 
es of water, though they were lofty 
above it. An equal number of vef- 
fels, refembling our river lighters, 
were employed in conveving the 
baggage and prefents. , 

Chow-ta-zhin and Van-ta-zhin, 
the conduétors of the route, waited 
frequently on the ambaffador, in or- 
der to take his commands; and 
likewife made vifits of civility te 
the principal gentlemen of the em- 
baffy. Inferior mandarins attended 
all the veffels for the diftribution of 
provifions ; proceeding from yacht 
to yacht in {mall boats, fo conttruct- 
ed that they could neither fink nor, 
be overfet. The meats moft plen- 
tiful were beef and pork. Among 
the moft expenfive articles were the 
nefts of a particular fpecies of {wal- 
low, and the fins of fharks, both of 
which afford rich and fattening 
juices.. Wheat growsin many pro- 
vinces of China; but boiled rice ‘s 
commonly ufed for bread. The 
wine was generally muddy, of little 
flavour, and feon grew four. The 
tea was often too freth for an Eng- 
lith palate; and it was not unufual 
to heara wifh exprefled tor London 
tea. 

The dire& progrefs of the em- 
baffy up the Pei-ho was very flow; 
the courfe cof that-river being re- 
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markably ferpentine. The banks 
are elevated confiderably above the 
adjacent plains, extending as far as 
the eye can reach ; which circum- 
ftance, together with the windings 
of the river, made the vefféls failing 
on it appear to move in every ‘di-, 
rection over the adjoining fields. 
Thefe fields were generally covered 
with the /olcus forghum, or talleft of 
the vegetables producing efculent 
grain, vulgarly called Barbades Mil- 
Iet. It grows to the height of ten 
or twelve feet; and the lowedt cal- 
culation of its increafe isan hun- 
dred fold.—When night came on, 
the banks were illuminated by lan- 
terns, the tranfparent fides:of which 
were made of differently coloured 
paper; while the number} of lan- 
terns hoifted on the maft-heads of 
the various veffels in the river de- 
noted the refpective ranks of the 
paffengers on hoard ; all which pro- 
duced a moving and party-coloured 
illumination, a {pecies of magniti- 
cence much affected by the Chinefe. 
The night was nearly as noify as the 
day, to which contributed not 2 lit- 
tle the fhiill founds of the loo or 
ong, on every occafion of convey- 
ing fignals. . 
On one fide-of the river was a 
large grove of high and wide-{pread- 
ing pines; the other was crowded 
with pyramids or ftacks of falt, 
brought annually from the fouthern 
provinces in 2000 veffels of 200 tons 
each; and fuflicient for the annual 
confumption of thirty millions of 
people. The pyramids of falt were 
within fight of the great port called 
Tien-fing, or the heavenly {pot ; 
an appellation claimed by its genial 
climate, fertile foil, dry air, and fe- 
rene fky. The townis fituated on 
an eminence, at the confluence of 
two rivers, and is the general em; 


porium for the northern provinces 
of China, One of the rivers near 
to Tien-fing is expreffed by a word 
meaning the ** Grain-bearing Ri- 
ver ;’’ and even at this early ftage 
of the expedition, the travellers 
found that the Chinefe names were 
not mere arbitrary founds, but 
ferved to denote the nature and 
qualities of things: a circumftance 
which proves this country to have 
been poffeffed always by the fame 
race, without any confiderable mix- 
ture with foreign nations. The 
crowds of fpeCtators were immenfe ; 
yet, in all the ardour of curiofity, 
the people preferved order and re- 
gularity, without the aid of foldiers 
or conftables: and for the fake of 
mutual accommodation, none of the 
common Chinefe who ufually wear 
{traw-hats, kept them on their heads, 
though thus expofed to a fcorching 
fun. The fleet conveying the em- 
baffy anchored nearly in the centre 
of the city, oppofite to a pavilion 
in which the viceroy of the pro- 
vince waited for the ambaffador. 
There the latter was informed that 
the Emperor was in his country- 
refidence of Zhe-hol, in Tartary, 
where he intended to celebrate the 
anniverfary of his birth-day on the - 
17th of September. It was propof- 
ed, in confequence, that the em- 
baffy, after having reached Tong- 
thoo by water, within twelve miles of 
Pekin, fhould -proceed by land di- 
rectly to Zhe-hol:’ but before we 
accompany the travellers thither, 
the foilowing circumftance at Tien- 
fing ought to be noticed. ’ 
* Among other inftances of the 
Viceroy’s attention to the Ambafia-_ 
dor, a temporary theatre was erect- 
ed oppofite to his Excellency’s 
yacht. The outfide was adorned 
with a variety of brilliant and lively 
colours 5 
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€olours ; by the proper diftribution 
of which, and fometimes by their 
contratt, it is the particular object 
of an art among the Chinefe to 
produce a gay and pleating effect. 
The infide of the theatre was ma- 
naged, in regard to decorations, 
with equal fuccefs; and the com- 
pany of actors fucceflively exhibit- 
ed, during the whole day, feveral 
different pantomimes and hiftorical 
dramas. The performers were ha- 
bited in the ancient drefles of the 
Chinefe at the period when the per- 
fonages reprefented were fuppofed 
to have lived. The dialogue was 
{poken in a kind of recitative, ac- 
companied by a variety of mufical 
inftruments; and each paufe was 
filled up by a loud crafh, in which 
the loo bore no inconfiderable part. 
The band of mufic was placed in 
full view, immediately behind the 
ftage, which was broad, but by no 
means deep. Each character an- 
nounced, on his firft entrance, what 
part he was about to perform, and 
where the fcene of a¢tion lay. Uni- 
ty of place was apparently preferv- 
ed, for there was no change of {cene 
during the reprefentation of one 
piece. Female characters were per- 
formed by boys or eunuchs. 

One of the dramas, particularly, 
attracted the attention of thofe who 
recollected fcenes fomewhat fimi- 
lar upon the Englith ftage. The 
piece reprefented an Emperor of 
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{pair naturally refulting from the 
lof of her hufband and of her dig- 
nity, as well asthe apprehenfion fot 
that of her honour. Whilft he is 
tearing her hair, and rending the 
fkies with her complaints, the con- 
queror eriters, approaches her with 
refpedt, addreffes her in a gentle © 
tone, foothes her*forrows with his 
compaflion, talks of love and ado- 
ration, and, like Richard the Third 
with Lady Anne, in Shakefpeares 
prevails, in lefs-than half an hour; 
on the Chinefe princefs to dry up 
her tears, to forget her deceafed 
confort, and yield to a confoling 
wooer. The piece concludes with 
the nuptials and a grand proceflion. — 
When paffing through Tien-fings 
the veffels conveying the ambafla- 
dor and fuite had an cpportunity of 
obferving that great city, which ap- 
peared to be nearly as long-as Lon+ 
don. The account given by the 
mandarins of the place, made its po- 
pulation amountto700,000 perfons. 
The houfes of Tien-fing are of brick, 
of a leaden blue colour} and many 
of them are, contrary to the com- 
mon mode of building, two ftories 
high. In confequence of the pa- 
triarchal cuftom, retained by. the 
Chinefe, of having all the fucceed- 
ing generations of the fame family 
under a fingle roof, it is computed 
that nearly ten men fit to béar arms 
are commonly found in evéry Chi- 
nefe houfe. The junks, covering 


China and his Empreis living i: the waters which divide this com- 


fupreme felicity, when on a fuddea 
his fubjects revolt, a civil war en- 
fues, battles are fought, and at laft 
the arch-rebel, who was a general 
of cavalry, overcomes his fovereign, 
Kills him with his own hand, and 
routes the imperial army. The cap- 
tive Emprefs then appears upon 
the fiage in all the agopics of de- 
Vou, XXXIX. 


mercial city, contained many thou- 
fand inhabitants: for the wives and 
families of the failors refide with 
them conftantly om board; and 
there many of them are born, and 
all of theta {pend their lives. Eve- 
ry fhore is to them foreign, and the 
earth an element with which they 
are only occafionally connected. 

Gg Kew 
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Few carriages were feen on the 
road, and none with more than two 
wheels, for conveying either travel- 
lers or goods. Geuslemen travel 
generally on horfeback, orin fedan- 
chairs, or chair-palanquins; and la- 
dies are moftly carried in clofe litters, 
fufpended between mules or horfes. 
The cuftom mentioned by Milton, 

*€ Where Chinefes drive 
‘With fails and wind their cany waggons 
light. *,” 

is ftill retained. Thofe cany wag- 
gons are {mall carts formed of bam- 
boo; and when the wind favours 
the progrefs of fuch a cart, a fail’ is 
hoifted, made of mat, and faftened 
to two poles in the oppofite fides of 
the cart. 

The travellers did not fee even a 
hillock between them and the hori- 
zon, until the fourth day of their de- 
parture from Tien-fing, when fome 
blue mountains were obferved rif- 
ing from the north-weft; and they 
indicated the approach to Pekin, 
beyond which they are fituated. 
Two days afterwards, on the 16th’ 
of Auguft, the yachts anchored off 
the city of Tong-choo-foo, at the 
diftance of about twelve miles from 
that great capital. 

Pekin ftands at the weftern ex- 
tremity of an irmmenfe plain, pro- 
bably formed by alluvial land 
brought down by torrents from 
the neighbouring mountains. The 
route lay through it to the autum- 
nal palace of the Emperor, called 
Yuen-min-yuen, or garden of per- 
petual verdure, where fuch of the 
prefents as could not be tranfported 
with fafety to Zhe-hel were to be 
depofited. 

* Amongft all the crowds affem- 

ed near fong-choo-foo, or thofe 
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which the approach of the embaffy 
had attraéted in other places, fince 
its entrance into China, not one 
perfon in the habit of a beggar had 
been feen, or any one obferved to 
folicit charity. No {mall portion of 
the people feemed, it is true, to be 
ina ftate approaching indigence; 
but none driven to the neceflity, or 
enured to the habit, of craving af} 
fiftance from a ftranger. The pre» 
fent was not, indeed, one of thofe 
feafons of calamity which deftroys 
or diminithes the ufual refources of 
the peafant, and drives him: fome- 
times even into criminal exceffes, 
to procure fubfiftence. In fuch 
times, however, the Emperor of 
China always coimes forward; he 
orders the granaries to be opened ; 
he remits the taxes to thofe wha 
are vifited by misfortunes; he af- 
fords affiftance to enable them to 
retrieve their affairs; he appears to 
his fubjects as ftanding almoft in 
the place of Providence, in their 
favour: he is perfectly aware by 
how much a ftronger chain he thus 
maintains his abfolute dominion,’ 
than the dread of punifhments’ 
would afford. He has fhewn him- 
felf fo jealous of retaining the ex-' 
chufive privilege of benevolence to 
his fubjeéts, that he not only re- 
jected, but was offended at, the pro- 
pofal once made to him by fome 
confidcrable merchants, to contri- 
bute towards the relief of a fuffer- 

@ province, t 
fame time, the donation ofa rich 


‘widow of Tien-fing, towards the’ 
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expences of the Thibet war. 


independently of any general evil,’ 
which every wife government is’ 
attentive to remedy or alleviate, ac-+ 
cidental caufes of diftrefs, or indi- 
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vidual failures of the means to pro- 
cure fubfiftence, give occafion, at all 
times, in moft other countries, to 
the affecting fpeétacle of human be- 
ings dependent for their exiitence, 
on the precarious aid of thofe whom 
they may chance to meet, but who 
have the power of withholding it. 
In travelling through China, the 
{pectator obferves fewer public 
buildings than might be expected in 
fo ancient a kingdom; the reafon of 
whichis, that hitherto the cruel poli- 
cy of every dynafty, or new family 
mounting the throne of China, has 
been not only todeftroy the remain- 
ing branches of the former race, but 
to level the edifices dedicated to 
their memory. Of thofe circular 
and lofty buildings termed Pagodas, 
there are feveral kinds, and dedi- 
eated to feveral ufes: but none, as 
commonly fuppofed, to religious 
worthip. The temples confecrated 
to this purpofe differ little in height 
from common dwelling-houfes. 
There is in China no ftate-reli- 
gion. None is paid, preferred, or 
encouraged by it. The Emperor 
is of one faith; many of the man- 
darins of another; and the majori- 
ty of the common people ofa third, 
which is that of Fo. This laft clafs, 
the leaft capable, from ignorance, 
of explaining the phoenomena of 
nature, and the moft expofed to 
wants which it cannot fupply by 
ordinary means, is willing to recur 
to the fuppofition of extraordinary 
owers, which may operate the ef- 
ects it cannot explain, and grant 
the requefts which it cannot other- 
wife obtain. 
__ No people are, in fact, more fu- 
perftitious than the common Chi- 
nefe. Befides the habitual offices 
of devotion on the part of the priefts 
and females, the temples are varti- 
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cularly frequented by the difciples 
of Fo, previoufly to any undertak- 
ing of importance :—whether to 
marry, or go a journey, or conclude 
a bargain, or change fituation, or 
for any other material event in life, 
it is neceflary firft to confult the 
fuperintendent deity. Thisis per- 
formed by various methods. Some 
place a parcel of confecrated fticks, 
differently marked and numbered, 
which the confultant, kneeling be- 
fore the altar, fhakes in a hollow 
bamboo until one of them falls on 
the ground; its mark is examined, 
and referred to a correfpondent 
mark in a book which the prieft 
holds open; and fometimes even it 
is written upon a fheet of paper 
pafted upon the infide of the tem- 
ple. Polygonal pieces of wood are 
by others thrown into the air. Each 
fide has its particular mark; the 
fide that is uppermoft when fallen 
on the floor, is in like manner re- 
ferred to its correfpondent mark in 
the book or fheet of fate. If the 
firft throw be favourable, the per- 
fon who made it proftrates himfelf 
in gratitude, and undertakes atter- 
wards, with confidence, the butine/s 
inagitation. But ifthe throw fhouid 
be adverfe, he tries a fecond time; 
and \the third throw determines, 
at any rate, the queftion. In other 
refpects the people of the prefent 
day feem to pay litile attention to 
their. priefts. The temples are, 
however, always open for fuch as 
choofe to confult the decrees of 
Heaven. They return thanks when 
the oracle proves propitious to their 
wifhes. Yet they oftener caft lots, 
to know the iffue of a projected en- 
terprize, than fupplicate for its be- 
ing favourable; and their worfhip 
confifts more in thankfgiving than 
in prayer. 
g2 Few 
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Few. Chinefe are faid to carry 
the objects to be obtained by their 
devotion beyond the benefits of 
this life. Yet. the religion of Fo 
profeffes the doctrine of the tranf- 
migration of fouls, and promifes 
happinefs to the people on condi- 
tions which were, no doubt, origi- 
nally intended to confift in the per- 
formance of moral duties; but in 
lieu of which are too frequently 
fubftituted thofe of contributions 
towards the erection or repair of 
temples, the maintenance of priefts, 
and a ftrict attention to particular 
obfervances. The negleét of thefe 
is announced as punifhable, by the 
fouls of the defaulters paffing’ into 
the bodies of the meaneft animals, 
in whom the fufferings are to be 
proportioned to the tranfgreffions 
conimitted in the human form. 

While the embaffy remained at 
‘Tong-choo-foo, fome of the Englith 
zentle men were fupplied with horfes 
to ride about the neighbourhood. 
‘The animals are ftrong, bony, and 
many of them {potted as regularly 
asa leopard *, The riders met feve- 
ral Chinefe on horfeback, who a- 
lighted, on approaching, in civility 
to the ftrangers. . As China is the 
prototype of fafhions and cuftoms 
to neighbouring countries, this cuf- 
tom has been extended to other 
parts of the eaft; and, in the fame 
inanner, the yellow colour, which 
js the favourite’ diftin@ion’ of the 
Emperor of China, is equally affect- 
ed by every fovereign in the eaftern 
part ‘of Affa. 

The houfes of the peabsits are 
{cattered about, inftead of being 
united into villages. “They are clean 
and comfortable; and without fenc- 
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es, gates, or other apparent precau- 
tion againft thieves or wild beafts. 
The wives of the peafantry cultivate 
filk-worms, and fpin cotton ; and 
women are almoft the fole weavers 
throughout the empire. Yet few 
of them fail to injure their aétive 
powers’ by facrificing (in imitation 
of females of fuperior rank) to the 
prejudice in favour of little feet. 
Notwithftanding all the merit 
of thefe helpmates to their hufbands, 
the latter arrogate an extraordinary 
dominion over them, and hold them 
at fuch a diftance, as not always to 
allow them to fit at table ; behind 
which, in fuch cafe, they attend as 
handmaids. This dominion is tem- 
pered, indeed, by the maxims of 
mild conduét in the different rela- 
tions of life, inculcated from early 
childhood amongft the loweft, as 
well as higheft ‘claffes of fociety. 
The old perfons of a family live ge- 
nerally with the young. The for- 
mer ferve to moderate any occa- 
fional impetuofity, violence, or paf- 
fion of the latter. The influence 
of age over youth is fupported by 
the fentiments of nature, by the 
habit of obedience, by the precepts 
of morality engrafted in the law of 
the land, and by the unremitted po- 
licy and ‘honeft- arts of parents to 
that effeét. They who are paft la- 
bour deal out the rules which they 
had learned, and the wifdom which 
experience ‘taught them, to thofe, 
who are rifing to manhood, or to 
ihofé lately arrived at it. Plain 
fentences of morals are written up 
in the common hall, where the male 
branches of the family affemble. 
Some one, at leaft, is capable of 
reading them to the reft. In almoft 
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every houfe is hung up a tablet of 
the anceftors of the perfons then 
refiding in it. References are of- 
ten made, in converfation, to their 
attions. Their example, as far as 
it was good, ferves as an incitement 
to travel in the fame path. The 
defcendants from a common ftock 


vifit the tombs of their forefathers 


together, at {tated times. This joint 
care, and indeed other occafions, 
collect and unite the moft remote 
relations. They cannot lofe fight 
of each other; and feldom become 
indifferent to their refpeCtive con- 
cerns. The child is bound to Ia- 
bour, and to provide for his parents 
maintenance and comfort; and the 


brother for the brother and fifter 


that are in extreme want; the fail- 
ure of which duty would be follow- 
ed by fuch deteftation, that it is not 
neceflary to enforce it by pofitive 
Jaw. Even the moft diftant kinf- 
man, reduced to mifery by accident 


or ill-health, has a claim on his’ 


kindred for relief. Manners, ftrong- 
er far than laws, and indeed inchi- 
nation, produced and nurtured by 
intercourfe and intimacy, fecure 
affiftance for him. Thefe habits 
and manners fully explain the fact 
already mentioned, which unhap- 


pily appears extraordinary to Ku- ~ 


repeans, that no {pe¢tacles of dif- 
trefs are feen to excite the compaf- 
fion, and implore the cafual charity 
of individuals. 
that this circumftance is not owing 
to the number of inftitutions of 
public benevolence. The with, in- 
deed, of the Perfian monarch is not 
realized in China, that none fhould 
be in want of the fuccour adminif- 
tered in hofpitals; but thofe efta- 


blifhments are rendered little ne-’ 


ceflary, where the link which unites 
ali the branches of a family, brings 
wis 
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aid to the fuffering part of it with- 
out delay, and without humiliation. 

_ The prefents and heavy baggage 
of the embafly were te be conveyed 
beyond Pekin to the Emperor’s au- 
tumnal palace. On calculating the 
means neceflary to this end, the 
mandarins ordered ninety fmall 
waggons, forty fmall hand-carts, or 
barrows, 200 horfes, and 3000 la- 
bouring men to ferve in different 
capacities, befides thofe modes of 
conveyance which were neceflary 
for themfelves and their attendants, 
The road forms a magnificent ave- 
nue to Pekin; and the central part 
of it, to the breadth of twenty feet, 
is paved with flags of granite. 

Pekin exhibited, -on the en+ 
trance into it, an appearance con- 
trary to that of European cities, in 
which the ftreets are often fo nar- 
row, and the houfes fo lofty, that 
from one extremity of a ftreet, the 
houfes appear at the other to be 
leaning towards and clofing upon 
each other, Here few of the 
houfes were higher than one ftory ; 
none more than two; while the 
width of the ftreet which divided 
them was confiderably above one 
hundred feet. It was airy, gay, 
and lightfome, / 

‘The firft ftreet extended in a 
line directly to the weftward, until 
it was interrupted by the eaftern’ 
wall-of the imperial palace, called 
the yellow wall, from the colour of 
the fmall roof of yarnifhed tiles 
with which the top of it is covered, 
Various public buildings feen at the 
fame time, and confidered as be- 
longing te the Emperor, were co- 
vered in the fame manner. Thofe 
roofs, uninterrupted by chimnies, 
and indented in the fides and ridges 
into gentle curves, with an effect 
mare pleafing than would be pro- 
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duced by long ftraight lines, were 
adorned with a variety of figures, 
either in imitation of real objects, 
or more commonly as mere works 
of fancy; the whole fhining like 
gold under a brilliant fun, immedi- 
ately caught the eye with an ap- 
pearance of grandeur in that part 
of buildings where it was not accuf- 
tomed to be fought for. ‘ Immenfe 
magazines of rice were feen near 
the gate :—and looking from it to 
the left, along the city-wall, was 
perceived an elevated eaifice,. de- 
{cribed as an obfervatory erected, 
in the former dynafty, by the Em- 
peror Yong-loo, to. whom the chief 
embellifhments of Pekin are {aid to 
be owing. 

Th front of moft of the houfes 
in this main-ftreet were thops paint- 
ed, gilt, and decorated like thofe of 
Tong-choo-foo, but in a grander 
ftyle. Over fome of them were 
broad terraces, covered with ihrubs 
and flowers. Before the doors fe- 
veral lanterns were hung, of horn, 
muflin, filk, and paper, fixed to 
frames: in varying the form of 
which the Chinefe feemed to have 
exercifed their fancy to the utmoft. 
Outtide the fhops, as well as within 
them, was difplayed a variety of 
goods for fale. 

Several circumftances, indepen- 
dently of the arrival of ftrangers, 
contributed to throng fo wide a 
ftreet.. A proceffion .was. moving 
towards the gate, in which the 
white, or bridal colour, according 
to European ideas, of the perfons 
who formed it, feemed at frit to 
announce a marriage-ceremony; 
but the appearance of young men 
overwhelmed with grief, fhewed it 
to be 2 funeral, much more indeed 
than the corfe itfelf, which was con- 
tained .n a handfome fquare cafe, 


fhaded with a canopy, painted with» 
gay and lively colours, and preced- 
ed by ftandards of variegated filks. 
Behind it were fedan chairs cover- 
ed with white cloth, containing the 
female relations of the deceafed ; 
the white colour denoting in Chi- 
na the affliction of thofe who wear 
it, is feduloufly avoided by fuch as 
with to manifeit fentiments of a 
contrary kind: it is therefore ne- 
ver feen in the ceremony of nup- 
tials (met foon afterwards) where 
the lady (as yet unfeen by the 
bridegroom) is carried in a gilt and 
gaudy chair, hung round with fef- 
toons of artificial flowers, and fol- 
lowed by relations, attendants, and- 
fervants, bearing the parapherna- 
lia, being the only portion given 
with a daughter, in marriage, by 
her parents. The crowd was not a 
little increafed by the mandarins of 
rank appearing always with nume- 
rous attendants; and ftill more by 
circles of the populace round auc- 
tioneers, venders of medicines, for- 
tune-tellers, fingers, jugglers, and 
{tory-tellers, beguiling their hear- 
ers of a few of their chen, or cop- 
per money, intended probably for 
other purpofes, Among the ftories 
that caught at this moment the 
imagination, the embafly was faid 
to furnifh no inconfiderable hare. 
The prefents brought by ‘it to the. 
Emperor were afferted to include 
whatever was rare in other. coun-, 
tries, or not known before to the 
Chinefe. Of the animals that were 
brought, it was gravely mentioned 
that there was an elephant of the 
fize of a monkey, and as fierce as a 
lion ; and a cock that fed on char- 
coal. Every thing was fuppoféd to 
vary from what had been feen in 
Pekin before, and to poffefs quali- . 
ties different from what had been 
ere 
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there experienced in the fame fub- 
ftances. The fight of the ftrangers 
bringing fuch extraordinary curiofi- 
ties, difturbed, as they paffed along, 
the feveral occupations of the peo- 
ple. They preffed forwards in 
great numbers.’ Chinefe foldiers, 
who were employed like conftables 
to keep them off, ufed long whips, 
with which they feemed to aim at 
the foremoft rank ; but witha mild- 
nefs, which difpofition and the 
jong habit of authority that takes, 
fometimes, away from any enjoy- 
ment in exerting it, had infpired. 
They generally, in fact, only {track 
the ground. 

As foon as the perfons belong- 
ing to the embaffy had arrived at 
the eaftern fide of the yellow wall, 
they turned along it to the right, 
and found on its northern fide much 
lefs buftle than in the former ftreet. 
{nftead of fhops, all were private 
houfes, not confpicuous in the 
front. Before each houfe was a 
wall or curtain, to prevent paffen- 
gers from feeing the court into 
which the ftreet-door opened. This 
wall is called the Wall of Refpedt. 
Avhalt was made oppofite the tre- 
ble gates, which are nearly in the 
centre of this northern fide of the 
palace-wall. It appeared to inclofe 
a large quantity of ground. It was 
not level, like all the lands without 
the wall: fome of it was raifed in- 
to hills of fteep afcent: the earth 
taken to form them left broad and 
deep hollows, now filled with wa- 
ter. Out of thefe artificial lakes, 
of which the margins were diverfi- 
fied and irregular, fmall iflands rofe 
with a variety of fanciful edifices, 
interfperfed with trees. On the 
hills of different heights the prin- 
cipal palaces for the Emperor were 
erected. The whole had fomewhat 
e 
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the appearance of enchantment. 
On the {ummit of the higheft emi- 
nences were lofty trees furrounding 
fummer-houfes, and cabinets con- 
trived for retreat and pleafure. 
One of thefe was pointed out as 
the lait fhocking fcene of the exift- 
ence of that race of emperors who 
had built and beautified the whole 
of this magnificent palace. Aman, 
whom fortune feemed for a while\ 
to favour, as if deftined to become 
the head of a new dynafty in Chi- 
na, availed himfelf, towards the 
middle of the laft century,’of the 
weaknefs and luxury of the court, 
and of that indolence which, more 
than even luxury, had brought the 
former dynafties to ruin. With an 
army of Chinefe, firft colleéted un- 
der the hope of bringing about bet- 
ter times, and kept together after- 
wards by the tempting bait of plun- 
der, he marched to the gates of Pe- 
kin. The ill-fated monarch, too 
flightly fupported, and poffefled of 


too little energy to refift; but with - 


fentiments too elevated to brook 
fubmiffion to an enemy who had 
been his fubject, and determined to 
fave his offspring from the danger 
of difhonour, {tabbed his only 
daughter, and put an end to his own 
life with a cord, in one of thofe edi- 
fices abovementioned, which had 
been ercéted for far other purpofes, 
The piate (No. 29) in the folio vo- 
lume, is a view of the mount which 
was the fcene of this melancholy 
event. 

The route was continued weft. 
erly through the city. The dwell- 
ing-houfe of fome Ruffians was 
pointed out; and what was moré 
fingular, a library of foreign manu- 
{cripts, one of which was faid to be 
an Arabic copy of the Koran. Some 
Mahometans were feen, diftinguith- 
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ed by red caps. Among the fpec- 
tators of the novel fight, fome wo- 
men were obferved. The greateft 
number were faid to be natives of 
‘Fartary, or of a Tartar race, Their 
feet were not cramped, like thofe 
of the Chinefe; and their fhoes 
with broad toes, and foles above 
an inch in thicknefs, were as 
ciumfy as thofe of the original Chi- 
nefe ladies were diminutive. <A 
few of the former were well dreff- 
ed, with delicate features, and their 
complexions heightened by the aid 
pfart. <A thick patch of vermilion 
on the middle of the lower lip, 
feemed to be a favourite mode of 
ufing paint. Some of them were 
fitting in covered carriages, of which, 
as well as of horfes, there are feye- 
yal to be found for hjre in various 
parts of the town. A few of the 
Tartar ladies were on horfeback, 
and rede aftride, like men. Tradef- 
men with their tools, fearching for 
employment, and pedlais offering 
their wares for fale, were every- 
where to be feen. Several of the 
itreets were narrow, and at the en- 
trance of them gates were erected, 
near which guards were ftationed, it 
was faid to quellany occafional dif- 
jurbances in the neighbourhood, 
Thofe gates are fhut at night, and 
epened only in cafes of exigence. 
‘The train of ithe embaffy crofied a 
ftreet which extended north and 
fouth, the whele length of the Tar- 
jar city, almoft four miles, and is 
interrupted only by feveral pai-loos, 
or triumphal fabrics; and paffing 
by many temples, or other capacious 
buildjngsand magazines, they reach- 
ed, in little more than two hours 
from their entrance on the eaftern 
fide, to one of the weftern city gates, 
pf which the plate (No 20) of the 
folio volume is a view. Near this 
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gate, and along the outfide of the 
weftern wall, ran the fmall rivulet 
(here widened into a confiderable 
ditch) which, after almoft furround- 
ing Pekin, runs towards Tong-choo- 
foo, and falls into the Pei-ho. The 
fuburb beginning at this weftern 
gate, being more extenfive than that 
through which they had entered in- 
to the city, took to traverfe it up- 
wards of twenty minutes. 

Pekin bears not in fize the fame 
proportion to China that moft capi- 
tals do to their refpective countries. 
The principal part of it is called the 
Tartar city, being laid out in the 
thirteenth century, during the firft 
Tartar dynafty. . It has the form of 
a parallelogram, the four walls fac- 
ing ihe four cardinal points; includ- 
ing an area of fourteen f{quare miles, 
in the centre of which is the impe- 
rial palace, occupying at leaft one 
{quare mile. The Tartar city is 
about one;third larger than Lon- 
don; and adjoining to jt is another, 
called, by way of difftinétion, the 
Chinefe city, including within its 
walls a {pace of nine miles fquare: 
but only a fmall part of this latter 
is occupied by buildings. Much 
of it is in cultivation; and hither 
the Emperor repairs, every fpring, 
to perform the exemplary ceremo- 
ny of directing the plough with his 
own hand through a fmall field, thus 
doing honour to the profeflion of 
the hufbandman. b Se neltirat 

In China there are properly but 
three clafles of people : men of let- 
ters, from whom the mandarins are 
feleéted ; cultivators of the ground; 
and mechanics, including mer- 
chants. The higheft degrees ‘of 
literature are conferred in the ca- 
pital ; and among fuch graduates 
the principal civil offices are dif- 
tributed by. the Emperor. The 
a : : candidates 
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candidates for fuch degrees are thofe 
who have already fucceeded in the 
provincial cities ; and the candidates 
for degrees in the latter are thofe 
who have fucceeded in the inferior 
towns. Theexaminations are eve- 
rywhere carried on with great fo- 
Jemnity and apparent fairnefs. A 
fuccefsful competitor is always re- 
warded by offices of dignity propor- 
tional to that of the clafs in which 
his fuccefs has been attained. Mi- 
litary rank is likewife given to thofe 
who are found, on competition, to 
excel in the military art and in war- 
like exercifes, The fupreme coun- 
cils of ftate are always held in the 
capital: which, according to the 
deft information given to the em- 
bafly, contains about three millions 
of inhabitants. The low houfes of 
Pekin feem fcarcely fufficient for 
fo vafta population; but in thofe 
houfes there are. no fuperfluous 
apartments. A Chinefe dwelling 
is generally furrounded by a wall. 
fix or feven feet high; and within 
this inclofure a whole family of 
three generations, with their re{pec- 
tive wives and children, will fre- 
quently be found. One fmall room 
is made to ferve for the individuals 
of each branch of the family, fleep- 
ing in different beds, divided only 
by mats hanging from the ceiling, 
Gne common room is ufed for eat- 
ing.—With the poor, marriage is a 
mieafure of prudence, becaufe the 
children are bound to maintain their 
parents; and, to corroborate filial 
obedience, the laws of the empire 
Jeave a man’s offspring entirely 
within his power. } 

The embafly left Pekin on the 
2d of September, 1793, Lord Ma- 
cartney ‘travelling in an Englifh 
poft-chaife, which was probably the 
frit that cyer rolled on the road to 
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, and which was drawn by 
four Tartar hotfes, condutted by 
two perfons of his Excellency’s 
guard, who had formerly been ac- 
cuftomed to’that occupation. He 
took occafionally fome of the man- 
darins into his carriage, who were 
at firft fomewhat ftartled, fearing 
left it fhould overturn; but, being 
affured of its perfect fafety, they 
became inexpreflibly delighted with 
its eafinefs, lightnefs, and rapidity. 
About twenty miles from the capi- 
tal, the country towards Tartary be- 
gan to rife. A few miles farther 
on, the travellers ftopped for the 
day at one of the Emperor’s palaces, 
furrounded with a park and plea- 
fure-grounds. Beyond it, fome of 
the rifing hills were-planted, and 
fome lett naked. The different 
objects feemed in their natural ftate, 
and as if affembled here only by a 
fortunate chance :. for a Chinefe 
gardener is the faithful-painter of 
nature. In the progrefs of the third 
day’s journey, the population feem- 
ed confiderably to diminifh; and 
on the morning of the fourth, a pro- 
minent line was defcried, which, on 
a nearer furvey, affumed its real 
form of a wall wiih’ battlements, 
This was the famous wall of China, 
which is not fo remarkable for its 
antiquity, remounting to three cen- 
turies beyond the Chriftian era, nor 
for its extent of 1500 miles, as for 
the wonderful appearance of the 
mountains over which it is carried, 
and which are apparently inaccefli- 
ble. 
As the travellers advanced into 
Tartary, the roads became more 
rugged, the mountains lefs richly 
clothed, and the trees (befides dif- 
ferent forts of pines of no great fize) 
were chiefly ftunted oaks, afpin, 
elm, hazel, and walnut-trees dimi- 
nifhed 
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nifhed to the fize of fhrubs: Dur- 
ing the feventh and laft day’s jour- 
ney, the mountains, receding a lit- 
tle from each other, opened to the 
view of the travellers the valley of 
Zhe-hol. Here his Imperial Ma- 
jeftv retirés in fummer from his 
Chinefe dominions, to a palace and 
pleafure-grounds ; the former call- 
-ed the Seat of grateful coolnefs, and 
the latter the Garden of innumera- 
ble treés. The road near to Zhe- 
hol is perceptible from an eminence 
in the Emperor’s gardens ; and from 
that fpot, as was afterward learnt, 
his Imperial Majefty had the curio- 
fity to view the proceffion of the 
embafly. It was received with mi- 
litary honours amid a crowd of 
fpectators on horfeback and on foot. 
The fuite of edifices deftined for the 
embaffy was fituated.on the gentle 
flope of a hill, at the fouthern ex- 
tremity of the town of Zhe-hol. 
On the north fide of that town, 
which, except the houfes of manda- 
ins, confilted of miferable hovels, 
the impecial gardens, the palaces, 
and the temples, difplayed much 
grandeur; magnificenceand wretch- 
ednefs knew no medium. Two 
mandarins of rank waited on the 
ambaflador foon after his arrival, 
with campliments from his Impe- 
rial Majefty, and from the Colao, 
or firft minifter. The ambaflador 
_ being indifpofed, Sir G. Staunton, 
as Minifter Plenipotentiary in his 
abfence, waited on the Calao, whom 
he found in a fmall apartment of 
the imperial palace, feated ona 
platform covered with filk, between 
iwo Chinefe and two Tartar man- 
darins of ftate. A chair was brought 
for the English minifter. The Co- 
Jao demanded the objet of the 
Englith embafy, which demand was 
eafily fatished by delivering to him 


acopy of his Majefty’s letter to the 
Emperor, in Chinefe. Difficulties 
arofe about the ceremony of intro« 
duéiion to the Emperor, which were 
probably heightened by the Vice- 
roy of Canton, an enemy to the 
Englith, and who was now come to 
court ; and alfo by the Tartar Le- 
gate, who from the beginning had 
attended the ambaffador, and who 
from prejudice and intereft had 
been hoftile to his views. In- 
ftead of the fervile ceremony of 
proftration, it was finally fettled 
that the Emperor fhould be fatisfi- 
ed with the fame form of refpectful 


obeifance from the Englifh which | 


they were accuftomed to pay ta 
their own fovereign. Jt was whif- 
pered that the good fenfe and libe- 


rality of the Emperor himfelf ren. 


dered him much more inclined than 
any of his advifers to difpenfe with 
a formality from which no deviation 
had ever been before made, evenin 
a fingle inftance. This was a tri- 


umph for the embafly: and it con- ° 


firmed the conclufion that the mere 
pleas of cuftom, however ufually ’ 
and ftrongly urged by the Chinefe, 
would not always ftand againft rea- 
fon, accompanied by temper and 
perfeverance. The 14th of Sep- 
tember was fixed for the reception 
of the Britifh embafiy. 

On the day of the ambaffader’s 
prefentation to the Emperor, moit 
of his family attended. No marked 
preference was perceptible, or ex- 
traordinary refpect fhewn to any of 
them above the reft. On that morn- 
ing the ambaffador and gentlemen 
of the embaffy went before day- 
light, as was announced to be pro- 
per, to the garden of the palace of’ 
Zhe-hol. In the middle of the gar-" 
den was a {pacious and magnificent 
tent, fupported by gilded, or — 
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ed and varnifhed pillars. The can- 
vas of which it was compofed did 
not follow the obliquity of the cords 
along their whole length to the pegs 
faftened in the ground; but about 
midway was fuifered to hang per- 
pendicularly down, while the up- 
per part of the canvas conftituted 
the roof, Within the tent was 
placed a throne, fuch as has been 
defcribed in a former chapter, with 
windows in the fides of the tent, to 
throw light particularly upon that 
part of it. Oppofite to the throne 
Was a wide opening, from whence a 
yellow fly tent projeéted to a confi- 
derable diftance. “The furniture of 
of the tent was elegant, without 
glitter or affected embellifhments. 
Several fmall round tents. were 
pitched in front, and one of an ob- 
long form immediately behind. 
The latter was intended for the 
Emperor, in cafe he fhould choofe 
to retire io it from his throne. It 
had a fopha or bed at one extremi- 
ty. The remainder was adorned 
with a variety of mufquets and fa- 
bres, European and Afiatic. Of 
the fmall tents in front, one was for 
the ufe of the embaffy while it was 
in waiting fot the Emperor. Some 
of the others were deftined, in the 
fame manner, for the feveral tribu- 
tary princes of Tartary, and dele- 
gates from other tributary ftates, 
who were affembled at Zhe-hol on 
the occafion of the Emperor’s birth- 
day ; and who attended, on this 
day, to grace the reception of the 
Englifh ambaflador. Some tents al- 
fo were , intended for the male 
branches of the Emperor’s family, 
and the principal officers of ftate, 
In the great tent, his Imperial Ma- 
jefty was to receive, feated on his 
throne, as a particular diftinction, 
the delegate from the King of Great 
Britain. Ara op 
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Soon after day-light the found of 
feveral inftruments, and the confuf- 
ed voices of men at a diftance, an- 
nounced the Emperor’s approach. 
He foon appeared from behind a 
high and perpendicular mountain, 
fkirted with trees, as if from a fa- 
cred grove, preceded by a number 
of perfons bufied in proclaiming 
aloud his virtues and his power. 
He was feated in a fort of open 
chair, or triumphal car, borne by 
fixteen men; and was accompanied 
and followed by guards, officers of 
the houfehold, high flag and um- 
brella bearers, and mufic. His ap- 
proach to the tent of audience is 
delineated in the 25th plate of the 
foliovolume. He was clad in plain 
dark filk, with a velvet bonnet, in 
form not much different from the 
bonnet of Scotch Highlanders; on 
the front of it was placed a large 
pearl, which was the only jewel or 
ornament he appeared to have about 
him. 

On his entrance into the tent he 
mounted immediately the throne by 
the front fteps, confecrated to his 
ufe alone. Ho-choong-taung, and 
two of the principal perfons of his 
houfehold, were clofe to him, and 
always {poke to him upon their 
knees. ‘The princes of his family, 
the tributaries and great officers of 


ftate being already arranged in their 


refpective places in the tent, the 
prefident of the tribunal of rites 
conduéted the Ambaflador, who was 
attended by his page and Chinefe 
interpreter, and accompanied by 
the Minifter Plenipotentiary, near 
to the foot of the throne, on the 
left hand fide, which, according to 
the ufages of China, fo often the 
reverfe of thofe of Europe, is ac- 
counted the place of honour. The 
other gentlghen of the embaffy, 
together wit a great sumber of 

manda- 


476. ANNUAL REGISTER, 399. 


mandarins and officers of inferior 
' dignity, ftood at the great opening 
of the tent, from whence moft of 
the ceremonies thai paffed within 
could be obferved. 

His Excellency was habited in a 
richly embroidered fuit of velvet, 
adorned with a diamond badge and 
ftar, of the Order of the Bath. Over 
the fuit he wore a long mantle of 
the fame order, fufficiently ample 
to cover the limbs of the wearer. 


An attention to Chinefeé ideas and > 


manners, rendered the choice in 
drefs of fome importance ; and ac- 
counts for this mention of it. The 
particular regard, in every inftance, 
paid by that nation to exterior ap- 
pearances, affects even the fyftem 
of their apparel, which is calculated 
to infpire gravity and referve, For 
this purpofe, they ufe forms the 
‘moft diftant from thofe which dif- 
cover the naked figure. Indeed, 
among the moit favage people, few 
or none are to be found to whom 
an interior fentiment, unconnected 
with any caution againit inclemen- 
cy of weather, does not fuggeit the 
propriety of covering fome portion 
of the human frame. This fenti- 
ment, to which is given the name 
of decency, as pointing out what is 
becoming to do, increafes generally 
with the progrefs of civilization and 
refinement; and is carried nowhere 
perhaps fo far as among the Chi- 
nefe, who hide, for the moft part in 
their loofe and flowing robes, the 
bulk and form of their limbs. In 
this refpect there is fcarcely any 
difference between the dretles of 
the two fexes. Even the imitation 
by art of the human figure, either 
naked or covered only with fuch 
veitments as follow and difplay the 
contour of the body, is offenfive to 


Chinefe delicacy: a y which 


‘ 


has retarded the progrefs of paint- 
ing and fculpture, as far at leaft as 
relates to fuch fubjects in that coun- 
try. It has alfo led to the obliga- 
tion impofed upon the miffionaries 
to adopt the drefs of the natives, as 
being more chafte and decent than 
the clofe and fhort clothes of mo- 
dern Europe. 

The broad mantle which, as a 
Knight of the Bath, the Ambaflador 
was entitled to wear, was fomewhat 
upon the plan of drefs moft pleaf- 
ing to the Chinefe. Upon the 
fame principle, the Minifter Pleni- 
potentiary, who being an Honorary 
Doctor of Laws of’ the Univerfity 


of Oxford, wore the fcarlet gown 


of that degree, which happened al- 
fo to be fuitable in a government 
where degrees in learning lead to 
every kind of political fituation, 
The Ambafiador, inftructed by the 
prefident of the tribunal of rites, 
held the largeand magnificent fquare 
box of gold, adorned with jewels, 
in which was inclofed his Majefty’s 
letter to the Emperor, between both 
hands lifted above his head; andin 
that manner afcended the few fteps 
that led to the throne, and bending 
on one knee, prefented the box, 
with a fhort addrefs, to his Impe- 
rial Majefty ; who, gracioufly re- 
ceiving the fame with his own 
hands, placed it by his fide, and ex- 
prefled the fatisfaction he felt at 
the teftimony which his Britannic 
Majefty gave to him of his efteem 
and good-will, in fending him an 
embafly, with a letter, and rare pre- 
fents; that he, on his part, enter- 
tained fentiments of the fame kind 
towards the fovereign of Great Bri- 
tain, and hoped that harmony fhould 
always be maintained among their 

refpective fubjects. 
“This mode of reception af the 
reptes 


ACCOUNT OF BOOKS. 


reprefentative of the King of Great 
Britain, was confidered by the Chi- 
nefe court as particularly honoura- 
ble and diftinguifhed: ambaffadors 
being feldom received by the Em- 
peror on his throne, or their cre- 
dentials delivered by them into his 
own hands, but into that of one of 
his courtiers. Thefe diftin¢tions, 
fo little material in themfelves, 
were however underftood by this 
refined people as fignificant of a 
change in the opinions of their go- 
vernment in refpect to the Englifh; 
and made a favourable imprefiion 
on their minds. 
~ His Imperial Majefty, after a lit- 
tle more converfation with the am- 
baflador, gave, as the firft prefent 
from him to his Imperial Majeitv, a 
gem, or precious ftone, as it was 
called by the Chinefe, and account- 
ed by them of high value. It was 
upwards of a foot in length, and 
¢urioufly carved into a form in- 
tended to refemble a fceptre, 
fuch as is always placed on the 
Imperial throne, and confidered 
as emblematic of profperity and 
peace. 
The Chinefe etiquette requiring 
. that ambaffadors fhould, befides the 
pean brought inthe name of the 
overeign, offer others on their own 
part, his Excellency and the Minif- 
ter, or, as the Clhinefe called him, 
inferior ambaflador, refpeétfully 
prefented theirs ;- which his Impe- 
tial Majefty condefcended to re- 
teive, and gave in return others to 
them. Thofe prefents were pro- 
bably, on both fides, lefs valuable 
in the eflimation of the receivers 
than in that of the donors; but 
were mutually acceptable, upon the 
tonfideration of being tokens of 
re{fpect on the one part, and of fa- 
Your and good-will upon the other. 
During the ceremonies, his Ims 
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perial Majefty appeared perfeétly 
unreferved, cheerful, and unaffeé- 
ed.—The frontifpiece to the firft 
volume of this work, is a portrait 
of him, from a drawing by Mr._ 
Alexander, one of the draughtfmen 
to the embaffy. It was made un- 
der unfavourable circumftances ; 
yet the perfon, drefs, and manner, 
are perfectly like the original; but 
the features of the face, which were 
taken by ftealth, and at a glance, 
bearalefs {trong refemblance. This, 
of all the drawings made by Mr. 
Alexander throughout the route, 
the gentlemen of the embaify, who 
had an opportunity of comparing 
them with the originals, thought 
the only one which was defetive. 
To the facility and truth with which 
he caught with his pencil the moft 
ftriking objects, and cofume of the 
country, as the embafly pafled ra- 
pidly along, this work is principally 
indebted for the ornamental part of 
it, in which every plate is a faithful 
copy after nature. 

To render the portrait of his Im- 
perial Majefty more correét, itmight 
have been proper to draw the eye 
more full and clear, and the coun= 
tenance. more open and cheerful. 
Such at leaft it was during the in= 
terview with the Ambaflador, which 
was lengthened by interpreting 
whatever was faid by either party- 

His Imperial Majefty, adverting 
to the inconvenience arifing from 
fuch a circumitance, inquired from 
Ho-choong-taung, whether any 
perfon of the embafly underftood 
the Chinefe language; and being 
informed that the ambaflador’s page, 
a boy then in Iris thirteenth year, 
had alone made fome proficiency 
in it, the Emperor had the curiofity 
to have the youthbrought up to the 
throne, and defired him to fpeak 
Chinefe.” Either what he taid, or 
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his modeft countenance, or manner, 
was fo pleafing to his Imperial Ma- 
jefty. that he took from his girdle a 
purfe, hanging from it for hold- 
ing areca nut, and prefented it to 
him. 

Throughout the day, the Empe- 
ror’s attention’ te his European 
guefts did not abate. A banquet 
Being ferved, he fent to them feve- 
ral difhes from his own table. Soon 
after the Ambajlador’s return, he 
received from the Emperor pre- 
fents. of filks, porcclaine, and tea, 
for himfelf and all the gentlemen 
of his fuite. The next example of 
civility was an invitation to his Ex- 
cellency and his fuite to fee the 
pleafure-grounds of Zhe-hol. The 
appointment of any courtier of 
rank to attend the Ambaffador in 
his tour might have appeared a fuf- 
ficient honours but his Excellency 
was not a little furprifed when he 
found that the prime minifter him- 
felf had been ordered to give up 
fome portion of his time from the 
calls of government, to accompany 
a ftranger in a tour of pleafure and 
curiofity. The grounds of Zhe- 
hol included the utmoft variety of 
furface ; fome parts bearing the 
hardy oaks of northern hills, and 
others the tender plants of fouthern 
vallies. . The whole feemed calcu- 
lated to exhibit the {triking contraft 
of rugged wildnefs and cultivated 
foftnets.”’ 

The return of the embaffy is faid 
to have been haftened by the defire 
of bringing fafe from China, under 
convoy of the Lion, the fleet of In- 
diamen, which was endangered by 
the breaking out of the war with 
the French Republic. With this 
purple, the following obfervations, 
uggefted by a friendly perfon who 
was thoroughly acquainted with the 


court of Pekin, powerfully co-opes 
rated. : 
“© The Chinefe had no other idea 
of an embafly than that of a vifit 
with prefents on fome folemni fef- 
tival, and to laft only during the 
continuance of the latter ; that ac- 
cordingly, of the many embaffies 
fent to them in the paft and prefent 
century, none of them were fuffer-. 
ed to pafs that period; that in the 
prefent reign the ambaffador of the. 
Portugueze, the moft favoured na- 
tion, was difmiffed in thirty-nine, 
days; that the Chinefe had little 
notion of entering into treaties with 
foreign countries; but whateverbun 
finefs it might be defirable to tranf- 
act with them, muft, after a favour- 
able foundation for it, laid by the 
compliment of an embaffy, be af- 
terwards profecuted to effect by 
flow degrees; for that much might 
be obtained from them by time and 
management, but nothing fudden~ 
ly. That it was true the oppref- 
fions’ by the inferior officers and 
others who had to deal with ftrang- 
ers at Canton, had been augment- 
ing gradually; and, unlefs curbed’. 
by power, muft in the courfe of 
time become fo heavy, as to leave 
noalternative but that of giving up 
the trade entirely, or of fending at 
laftan embafly to remonitrate againft 
them; that the fooner, therefore, it 
had been undertaken, the better ; 
that had the prefent arrived fooner, 
and before the troubles in France 
had indifpofed the Chinefe miniftry 
and tribunals againft the fmalleit 
innovation, it would have had few- 
er difficulties to encounter in the 
outfet; but that the prefent mif- 
fion had made fuch an impreflion 
throughout the empire, as muft lead 
to beneficial confequences in favour 
of the Englifh, notwithftanding any 
monientary 
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momentary obftructions ; and that 
henceforward the oppretlions would 
at leatt be at a ftand: that fuch was 
the nature and practice of the Chi- 
nefe government, that however ad- 
verfe in the beginning to any new 
propofitions, left it thould be fur- 
‘prized into an undue conceffion or 
improper regulation, the fame mat- 
ters might be brought again, when 
the offenfive novelty of the idea was 
over, into a more ferious and dif- 
paftionate confideration; that this 
event right be accelerated by the 
means of letters fent from one fo- 
vereign to the other by the annual 
fhips, which might be done with- 
out impropriety, now that the com- 
munication had been opened be- 
tween them in a fit manner. 
concluded by advifing againft per- 
fifting to continue any longer at 
Pekin.” 

The embafly returned to England 
on the 6th of September, 1794, hav- 
ing been abfent juft two years: Of 
this {pace of time, upwards of five 
months were {pent in China; in 
which country, from Zhe-hol to 
Canton, they travelled on their re- 
turn chiefly by canals, nearly thro’ 
twenty degrees of latitude. 

- The feventh chapter contains an 
account of ihe refidence of the em- 
bafly at Canton and’ Macao; and it 
may be confidered as the laft that 
properly appertains to China, fince 
the cighth is entirely employed in 
defcribing the return homeward. 

_ The firft volume is embellifhed 
with feven engravings; and the fe- 
cond with twenty-eight; bearing a 
reference chiefly to the arts, man- 
ners, and mythology of the Chi- 
nefe. There is alfo a folio volume 
cf plates accompanying the text, 
which are forty-four in number; 
reprefenting, befides fimilar fubjefts 
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with thofe exhibited by the other 
engravings, charts of the coafts and 
iflands of China, with tracks of the 
fhips from England, and various 
views of the interior country thro’ 
which the embaffy was conducted. 
Three of them peculiarly attra¢ted 
our attention ;— the tower of the 
thundering winds, on the borders of” 
the lake See-Hoo : the great wall 
of China, near the pafs of Cou-pe- 
koo; of which wall the mafonry 
and brick-work in the towers alone’ 
exceed in quantity thofe of all Lon- 
don: and thirdly, the fcoop-wheel’ 
of China, for lifting water on the 
banks of rivers, for agricultural pur-_ 
pofes. Thefe wheels, which are 
very common in the fouthern pro- 
vinces, are made entirely of bam- 
boo, are put together without a nail, 
and are from fifteen to forty feet in 
diameter. A wheel forty feet in 
diameter will lift, in the courfe of 
twenty-four hours, nearly feventy _ 
thoufand gallons of water. 

The volumes want an alphabeti-. 
calindex. —~ 
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An Account of Roman Antiquities difco- 
vered at Woodchefer, near Minching- 
Hampion, in the County of Gloucefter. 
By Samuel Lyfons, F. R. S. and A. 8. 
Folio. Price 10 Guineas. 1797. 


WANT of fuch magnificent 
remains of Roman arts as 
thofe which enrich the fouthern 
regions of Europe, has coufined, in 
too great a degree, the refearches of 
the Englifh antiquary to the much 
lefs interefting productions of the 
darker age; and. though far from 
depreciating what is generally, tho’ 
improperly, called Gothic architec- 
ture, yet, from anaffociation ofideas 
connected with the grandeur of the 
*Gg Roman 
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Roman name, we are irrefiftibly led 
to contemplate the works of thofe 
mafters of the world with greater 
curiofity and fatisfa¢tion than can 
be excited by the more modern fa- 
brics of monkifh ingenuity. Am- 
phitheatres, aqueducts, temples, and 
triumphal arches, in all probability 
decorated this ifland, as well as ma- 
ny other of the conquered provin- 
ces; and we have only to. lament 
that they no longer exift to claim 
our refpeét, and excite our admira- 
tion. Therehavenot hitherto been 
difcovered more perfect traces of a 
Roman dwelling than this fplendid 
volume affords; and the public are 
indebted to Mr. Lyfons for the ac- 
curacy and induftry of his invefti- 
gation, as well as for the peculiar 
excellence of the plates which con- 
ftitute the moft important part of 
the book, and which were chiefly 
executed by himfelf from the plans 
he had made on ,the fpot. The 
work confifts of a map of the Ro- 
man ftations, roads, and buildings, 
within fifteen miles of Woodchef- 
ter,—three views of Woodchefter 
and the- adjacent country, —two 
plans of the Roman building difco- 
vered at Woodchefter, — fifteen 
coloured plates, or fac fimiles of the 
Mofaic pavements,—three plates of 
plans and feétions of fiues and hy- 
pocaufts for warming the different 
apartments,—three plates, contain- 
ing a view and plans and fections of 
the fubftru@ture of a laconcium, or 
f{weating-room, of fingularconftruc- 
tion and perfec prefervation, — 
eight plates of fragments of co- 
lumns, ftucco, pottery, and various 
utenfils found among the ruins, — 
four plates of fragments of {mall 
ftatues of Parian marble, found in 
the fame place ; — and fome of 
which carry the appearance of hav- 


ANNUAL REGISTER, 1793. 


ing been of Grecian workmanhhip. 
—The moft important of thefe re- 
mains are the Molaic pavements, 
which are well preferved. It is a 
difficult tafk for us to give an ade- 
quate idea of a work which, to be 
properly appreciated, requires to be 
feen:—the letter-prefs is judiciouf- - 
ly confined to little more than is ef- 
fentially neceflary to ferve as an ex- 
planation of the plates ; but the au- 
thor has introduced into his notes 
avariety of clafficalilluftrations from 
Vitruvius, Pliny, and other writers, 
which fhew Mr. Lyfons’s extenfive 
knowledge of whatever is conneét- 
ed with his fubje&; and at the fame 
time convey to the readers much 
general information on the fubjeét 
of Roman Architeéture ; and for the 
prefent credit of the country, it may 
with truth be afferted that no fimi- 
lar remains on.the Continent have 
been more faithfully or more ele- 
gantlydelineated. A French tranf- 
lation of his defcription is added by 
Mr. Lyfons :—and 2 work that does 
fo much honour to our national 
tafte and fpirit, will, we doubt -not, 
be fufficiently applauded by the 
artifts and virtuofi of other coun- 
tries. 


The State of the Poor, or an Hiftory of the 
Labouring Claffes in England, from the 
Conqueft to rhe prefent Period ; in which 
are particularly confidered their Dome/- 
tic Economy withrefjiec? to Diet, Drefs, 

. Fuel, and Habitation ; and the various 
Plans which, from time to time, have 
been proofed and adopted for the Re- 
lief of the Poor ; together with Parochial 
Reports relative tothe Adminiftratian 
of Workhaufes, and TToufes of Induf- 
try ; the State of Friendly Socicties and 
other Public Inftitutions in feveral 
Agriculteral, Commercial, and Ma- 

| mufacturing 
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nufacuring DifriGs ; with a- large 
Appendix, containing a neg aise 
and Chronological Table of the Prices 
of Labour, of Provifions, and of other 
Commodities; an Account of the Poor 
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(an Scotland ; and many original Docu- 


ments on Subjects of Natzonal Import- 
ance, by Sir Frederze Morton Eden, 
Bart..in. three valumes 4to.° London, 
1797. 


F this excellent and intereft- 
ing publication, we are forry 
our narrow. limits will not permit 
us to give fuch a detailed account 
as the magnitude and importance 
-of the fubject juftly demands. Sir 
Frederic Eden, in the work before 
us, prefents fuch variety of ufeful 
information, in fo elegantand per- 
icuous a manner, as to blend 
amufement with inftru@tion, and to 
throw much additional Jight on a 
fubje@ fo highly Saath the as 
_ well to the hiftorian, the moralift, 
and the ftatef{man, as to every fin- 
cere friend and weil-wifher to the 
profperity and happinefs of ‘this 
country. 

The plan and nature of the book, 
and its general obje¢t, will be beft 
collecied from the words of the au- 
thor, in his preface, which he be- 
gins by obferving, that 

% The difficulties which the lIa- 
bouring ciafies experienced from 
the high price of grain, and of pro- 
vifions in general, as well as of 
clothing and fuel, during the years 
1794 and 1795, induced me, from 
motives both of benevolence and 
perfonal curiofity, to inveitigaie 
their condition. in various parts of 
the kingdom. As I advanced in 
my enquiries, the fubject became fo 
interefting, that I perfuaded myfelf 
the refult would be acceptable to 
the public, if I fhould be able to 
- You. XXXIX. 
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lay before them accurate. details res 
{pecting the prefent ftate of the la- 
bouring part of the community, as 
well as the actual poor. To colleé& 
them, however, to any good pur- 
pofe (though to thofe who have 
given fuch an undertaking, but a 
fuperficial confideration, “it may 
perhaps feem nothing more than 
the ftating clearly, plain, and ob- 
vious matters of fact) was by no 
means eafy, Private opinion and 
pafhions will, in fpite of us all, too 
often interfere, and bias and influ- 
ence the moft honeft and intelligent 
mind in their judgments refpecting 
even matters of fact. Aware of 
this, I have myfelf actually vifited 
feveral parifhes, and procured on 
the {pot (from perfons the leaft 
likely to be mifinformed, or to mif- 
lead). the fubftance of feveral of the 
reports recorded in the enfuing 
pages. But as it sas impoflible 
that an individual (engaged in pro- 
feffional avocations) fhould find lei- 
fure himfelf to vifit as many dif- 
tricts as were neceflary to form a 
complete’ view of the {ubject, I was 
happy to find it in my power to 
prevail on a few refpectable clergy- 
men and others to favour me with 
many accurate, and [ truft valuabié 
communications. To other parifhes 
and diftriéts not thus acceffible to 
me, I fent a remarkably faithful 
and intelligent perfon, who has 
ea more than 4 yearin travelling 
rom place to place, for the exprets 
purpose of obtaining exaét infor- 
mation, agreeably to a fet of gue- 
ries with which | furnifhed him; 
and that my object in inftituting 
thefe inguiries, as well as the pia" 

refs I have made in accomplifhing 
it, may be more obvious to the 
reader, a copy of thefe queries is 
here fubjoined,’”’ 


Hh Pati 


i 


Parifh. of 
Extent and population ? 
_ Number of houfes that pay the 
- houfe or window tax, diftinguifh- 
ing donble tenements ? 

Number of houfes exempted ? 

Occupations of parifhioners, and 
whether in agriculture, commerce, 
or manufactures ? 

What manufactures ? 

Price of provifions? 

Wages of labour? 

Rent of land, and land-tax on 
the net rental ? 

What feét of religion? 

Tithes, how taken? 

Number of inns, or alehoufes? 

Farms large or fmall? What is 
the moft ufeful tenure? Principal 
articles of cultivation ? 

‘Commons and wafte lands? 

Number of acres inclofed (if ea- 
fily obtainable) in any of the laft 
40 years ? 

How are the poor maintained ? 
by farming them? in houfes of in- 
‘duftry? or otherwife ? 

Houfes of induftry (if any) their 
ftate, numbers therein, annual mor- 
tality, diet, expences and profit 
Mince their eftablifhment? baptifms, 

burials, and marriages (diftinguith- 
ing the fex) and of the poor’s. rates 
(diftinguifhing the net fum expend- 
ed.on the pobdr fince the year 1680) 
from the parifh books ? 

Number and ftate of friendly fo- 
cicties ? 

How many of them have had 
their rules confirmed by magif- 
trates ? 

Ufual diet of labourers ?. 

Earnings and expences of a [a- 
tourer’s family for a year; diftin- 
.guifhing the number and ages of 
the family, and the price and quan- 
tity of their articles of Saat tiny: 
tion? 
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Mifcellaneous obfervations. 

Sir F. Eden, after giving at fome 
length his reafons for propofing the 
preceding queries,makes the follow- 
ing apology for not enlarging their 
number. 

“It may poflibly yet be afked, why 
the queries have been fo few? and 
why they did not alfo comprehend 
other parochial concerns, no lefs 
interefting than births, burials, and 
poor’s rates? Had the author un- 
dertaken the hiftory of a fingle pa- 
rifh, omiflions refpeéting its natural’ 
hiftory, its antiquities, orits agri- 


-ctlture, would have been inexcuf-' 


able: but when it is confidered 
that the objcét of this work was to 
trace the progrefs of the poor laws, 
and to examine the condition of 
thofe principally concerned in 
them, it will be obvious that a mi- 
nute attention to particular places, 
purfued with more time, more la~- 
bour, and more expence, muft 
have incapacitated him from exhi- 
biting a general view of the fub- 
ject. The reader will, therefore, 
have the candour to confider each 
part in the proportion, only, which 
it bears to the whole; nor will he 
expect that the outlines of a gene- 
ral map of the country can admit 
of the colouring of a miniature pic- 
ture. Much, no doubt, may have 
been omitted, that bears on the 
prefent fubje&; but in literature, 
as well asin manufaétures (and the 
author might have added inagricul- 
ture) divifion of labour is to be at- 
tended to. He who wifhes eithet 
to acquire. or to communicate 
ufeful knowledge, will only culti- 
vate acorner of the field.” 

It is obvious that anfwers to 
queftions on the various branches 
of political ceconomy, inveftigated 
ia this work, will naturally lead to 

many 
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Ynany important obfervations, and 
many practical conclufions: ithe 
author however adds, 

“T have purpofely, and almoft 
wholly, abftained from drawing 
conclufions from the facts * here 
prefented to the public. To offer 
detailed plans of reform ,in that 
branch of political economy which 
concerns the poor, much exceeds 
my abilities; nor am I inclined to 
enter the lifts in which I fhould 
find fo many competitors. I fhall 
therefore purfue a very different 
method from that’ ufually followed 
by writers on the poor; who vo- 
hintarily impofe upon themfelves 
the tafk, fo much and fo juftly com 
plained of by the Ifraelites, of 
‘making bricks without ftraw; and 
raife their fpecious fyftems, with- 
out well authenticated facts to fup- 
port them. The edifice of politi- 
cal knowledge cannot be reared 
without its * hewers of ftone’’ and 
“drawers of water.”? I am con- 
tent to work among them: and, 
whilft others prefer (and there ne- 
ver will be wanting many who will 
prefer) the more arduous tafk of 
architectural decoration, to affift in 
digging the foundation, or in drag- 
ging the rough block from the 
quarry. The glory of the builder 
may be more enviable, but the 
drudgery of the mafon is pra¢tical- 
ly more ufeful. The one may em- 
bellifh the fabric; but without the 
labours of the other it would never 
be reared at all. The induftry of 
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the peafant, and the ingenuity of 
the manufacturer, are the brick and 
mortar of the political ftructure ; 
the raw materials which the ftatef= 
man muft work with. He will al- 
ways do well to recolleét, that the. 
“ jutting frieze”? and the ‘ Corin- 
thian capital’? generally owe their 
ftrength and folidity to the folid 
brick-work behind them. 

“For the inelegancies of ftyle 
which may be found in this work, 
I deem it unneceflary to make any 
apology. I have endeavoured to 
be plain, fimple, and perfpicuous ; 
but have never waited that time in 
polifhing a fentence, which I 
thought could be better employed 
in afcertaining a fact; and even in 
matters of faét,thus brought forward, 
there will, I more than doubt, be 
too often found fomething to abject 
to as inaccurate, Errors there are; 
and muit be, in a work whofe ob- 
ject is fo extenfive, and whofe de- 
tails are fo circumftantial. Even 
parliamentary enquiries concern- 


‘ing the ftate of the poor are not in- 


fallible. 4 

“ Of the utility and tendency of 
fuch a work, the public will be bet- 
ter judges thanit’s author. Ihope, 
however, that I may be permitted; 
without incurring the imputation 
of arrogance, to obferve,; that if 
thefe Refearches fhould exhibit in- 
creafed and increafing comfort in 
the circumftances of thofe whofe 
unremitting labour beft entitles 
them to receive it, it fhould check 


* Twill not affert that my queries are the beft calculated even to acquire the 


information 1 wanted: “ |’art d’interroyer n’eft pas fi facile qu’on penfe. 


C’eft 


bien plus l’art des maitres que des difciples; il faut avoir deja appris beaucoup de 


chofes pour favoir demander ce qu’on ne fait pas. 


‘Le favant fait, et s’enquiert, 


dit un proverbe Iadien; ‘ mais l’ignorant ne fait pas méme de quoi {f/enquéris.”” 


Rouffeau La Nouvelle Heloife, iv. \ert. 3. 
Hh 2 
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ihe repinings which  cafual ‘and 
temporary calamities have excited; 
and fhould convince us, that na- 
tional diftrefs exifts only in the mif- 
conceptions of the ignorant, or the 
cavils of the difcontented. If, on 
the contrary, the picture fhould be 
a gloomy one, the difplay of a de- 
clining and unprofperons ftate of 
fociety will not be without its ufe. 
To point owt an evil, is frequent- 
ly, not only in morals but in poli-: 
tics, the fhorteft road to amend- 
ment. Even where the calamity 
is infurmountable, a knowledge of 
the caufes which render it fo, are 
confoling; fince it may teach us to 
bear patiently what we cannot 
_eure, and to difcriminate perfeGly 
between the errors of eftablith- 
ment and the imperfections of 
human nature.” 
The firft volume is divided into 
two books; one of which treats of 
the foot from the Conqueft to the 
prefent peried; and the other of 
national eftablifhments for the 
maintenance of the poor; of the 
Fnglith poor fyftem; propofed 
amendments; of the diet, drefs, 
fuel, and habitation of the labour- 
ing clafles in Great Britain; and of 
friendly focieties. af 
After fome general remarks on 
the importance of that clafs whofe 
condition it is his objecét to invefti- 
gate, Sir Frederic Eden enters on 
an enquiry into the domedtic eco- 
nomy of the great mafs of the ped- 
ple at the early periods of Englifh 
hiftory. He minutely traces their 
condition under the different gra- 
dations of fituation they have un- 
dergone, from their wretched fer- 
vitude and oppreffion under the 
feudal fyftem, to their prefent ftate 
of amelioration and comparative 
Aappinefs. 


Having delineated the origin and 


progrefs of the poor laws, and 
pointed out the various medifica- 
tions of them which have, from 
time to time, been recommended 
to the attention of the legiflature, 
and noticed fach circumftances re- 
corded by our hiftorians, as more 
peculiarly refer to the condition 
and circumftances of the labouring 
claffes of the community, he con- 
eludes his firft book with the fol- 
lowing obfervations : 

“* Whether the indigent claffes 
at this day are more numerous than) 
they were at the Revolution, 1 can- 
not take upon me, peremptorily, to 
decide: but viewing the compara-~ 
tive facility with whieh the exi- 
gencies of the ftate have in modern 
times been provided for, and con- 
necting the eafe of the labourer 
with the increafed demand for la- 
bour, I feel no difficulty in per- 
fuading myfelf that the beneficial 
eifects of national opulence have 
been diffufed through every order 
of the fate. Grateful, indeed, I 
am for the bleflings which were 
conferred on this country by the 
Revolution; and fully fenfible that 
we owe to the force of character 
and energetic refalution, which dif- 
tinguifhed our forefathers at that 
interefting period, the commence- 
ment of a new era, in which the 
bounds of prerogative and liberty 
have been better defined, the prin- 
ciples of government more tho- 
oughly examined and underftood, 
and the rights of the fubjeét more 
explicitly guarded by legal provi- 
fions, than in any other period of 
Englith hiftory ; but 1 much doubt 
whether the abilities of the “¢ maf> 
ter-workman” (as Mr. Burke calls 
King William) or of thofe who 
ftrenuoufly co-operated with him 
in refcuing the nation from de{- 
petifm, raifed that clofs, whofe ma- 
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aval labour is their only fupport, 
to an immediate unexampled pitch 
of eafe and comfort. They, in- 
deed, laid the foundations of future 
greatnefs; but. could not confer 
directly, on the humble occupa- 
tions of the artizan or hufbandman, 
thofe domeftic gratifications and 
focia] enjoyrments which can be 
expected only from flow and im- 
perceptible improvement. That 
they, however, gave that tone and 
energy to the nation which are ne- 
- ceflary to fit them for induftrious 
‘exertion, is abundant praife. Ad- 
mitting, what feems to be the faé, 
that this important epoch in our 
annals did not produce any altera- 
tion in the conftitution; yet, if (as 
it has been juftly obferved) “it 
changed the maxims of adminiftra- 
tion, which have everywhere fo 
great an influence on the condi- 
‘ion of the governed;” if it in- 
dpired the great mafs of the nation 
with that fpirit of thinking and 
atting which have been conducive 
towards rendering them more hap- 
“py and independent, the evils arif- 
ing from the funding fyftem (which 
has Gi think unjuftly) been afcrib- 
ed to the policy of our great deliv- 
erer-and its adherents) have bcen 
more than fully compenfated. It 
is not my intention to enter into a 
comparative eftimate of the re- 
fources of the nation at the clofe 
of the laft, and at different times 
in the prefent, century; but I can- 
not avoid obferving, that, at no 
period fince the death of King Wil- 
iam, has this country ever exhi- 
bited thofe alarming fymptoms 
which have ever been thought to 
indicate an enfeebled and declining 
induftry, as it did in thofe years 
immediately fubfequent to the Re- 
volution. 
“It is not an unfair mode of 
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judging of the earnings, and con- 
fequently of the thriving condition 
of the workman, to afcertain the 
quantity of the work annually per- 
formed by him.— More work is 
done now than was performed at 
the Revolution ; and, if we admit 
Dr. Price’s fuppofition, that our 
population has declined fince that 
period, it will follow, that with 
fewer hands we are more induftri- 
ous, and (if the comforts of la- 


-bourers depend on the demand for 


Jabour) more comfortable. And 
the fame argument will hold in a 
proportionable degree, if we fup- 
pofe, what is probably the cafe, 
that the population of Great Bri- 
tain, though greater than it wasa 
century ago, has not kept pace 
with increafing commerce and im- 

proving manufactures. , 
“It is unreafonable to fuppofe 
that the effe@s of good govern- 
ment and the accumulations of 
induftry are confined to enrich- 
ing the monied capitelift and the 
landed proprietor; to {welling the 
emoluments of office, and increafing 
the {plendor of a devouring me- 
tropolis: — the humbicft peafant, 
in the remoteft proyince of the_ 
kingdom, is not uninterefted in 
that improving flate of fociety 
which creates new wants and new 
dependencies: the cultivation of 
the ufeful arts, even of thefe which 
are not immediately connected 
with his occupation, is ultimately 
beneficial to him. The invigorat- 
ing rays of commerce and manu- 
factures, though moft dazzling and 
refplendent in the capital, extend 
their genial influence to the hamlet: 
The felf-fame fun, that fhines upon the 

court, 

Hides not his vifage from the cottage, but 
Looks onallalike.” Shakf.. Winter's Tale. 
Great and burthenfome as the 
Hh 3 poor’s 
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poor’s rate may appear at the pre- 
fent time, its rife has not kept pace 
with other branches of national ex- 
penditure, or even with our in- 
creafed ability to pay it.” 

In the fecond book, Sir F. Eden 
proceeds to difcufs the various ar- 
guments for national provifion for 
the poor; the author then paffes to 
the oppofite fide of the queftion, 
to which he feems himfelf toincline. 

On feveral topics (particularly 
apprenticefhips) legiflative inter- 
ference feems to meet his difappro- 
bation, as will appear from the fol- 
lowing animated paffage : 

“ It feems very problematical 
whether a government ever at- 
tempied directly to regulate the 
courfe of induftry without produ- 
cing confiderable mifchief. The ex- 
cellence of legiflation may, per- 
haps, be beft eftimated according 
as it leaves the individual exertion 
more or lefs unfhackled. It is this 
exertion (and not the fuperintend- 
ing power of the ftate which is fo 
often, unthinkingly, extolled as the 
immediate caufe of focial good, and 
as often unjuftifiably condemned 
as the immediate caufe of focial 
evil) which, by its patient plod- 
ding labours, ereéts the edifice 
of nationat grandeur: it, however, 
works but by flow and impercep- 
‘tible degrees; and, like the genial 
dew from heaven, which, drop by 
drop, invigorates and matures all 
vegetable nature, exhibits, at length, 

-that happy order of fociety, which 
is felt to be 

¥6 not the hafty produtt of the day, 
But the well-ripen’d frujt.of wife delay.” 

: Nor does it follow from this that 
a government is excluded froma ac- 
tive duties. To prevent the {trong 
from oppreffing the weak; to pro- 
‘tect the acquifilions of induftry, 
and to check the progrefs of vice 
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and immorality, by pointing out 
and encouraging the inftruétion of 
the rifing generation in the focial 
and religious duties; to maintain 
the relations which commerce has 
created with foreign countries, are 
duties which require that delegated 
authority fhould be exerted by pub- 
lic force and the vindicatory dif- 
penfations of pains and penalties. 

“« Beyond this, all interference 
of the ftate in the condué and pur- 
fuits of fociety, feems of very 
doubtful advantage.” 

In. chapter ii. of book 2, are 
many original details concerning 
the relative advantages enjoyed by 
the labouring claffes in different 
parts of the kingdom, in the ims 
portant articles of diet, drefs, fuel, 
and habitation; and in his laft 
chapter of the firft volume we find 
a very interefting detail of the rife, 
progrefs, and prefent ftate of 
friendly focieties, or benefit clubs, 
concluding with the following ju- 
dicious remarks on the danger of par- 
liamentary interference with them. 

“‘ If any farther regulation of 
them is attempted, the inclination 
of the labouring claffes to enter into 
them will be greatly damped, if 
not entirely repreffled. The acts 
already pafled, although they are 
known, and generally underftood 
to have been framed with the moft 
benevolent intentions, and do really 
confer fubftantial benefits on thefe 
inftitutions, have created much 
alarm. Nay, they have certainly 
annihilated many focieties. At the- 
fame time, it is but fair to confefs 
that they may have raifed others. 
This, however, is more difficult to 
afcertain. Any farther favours from 
parliament would irretrievably leffen 
the confidence which is {till enter- 
tained by the members of moft 
benefit clubs, that the legiflature 

will 
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Will. not interfere in controuling 
affociations which do not appear, 
from any evidence which has as 
yet been laid before the public, to 
be adverfe to economy, good mo- 
rals, or public tranquillity. I have, 
indeed, more than once heard it 
infinuated, That friendly focieties 
are apt to degenerate into debating 
clubs; and that convivial meetings 
en a Saturday might become the 
apteft vehicles for diffeminating 
principles fubverfive of fubordina- 
tion and fubmiffion to the laws of 
our country. I have alfo heard it 


afferted, that the members of friend- » 


ly focieties, from being accuftomed 
to affemble at ale-houfes, are not 
only ftimulated by interefted land- 
lords, but encouraged by the con- 
tagion of ill examples, in the habits 
of drunkennefs; that the money 
which is {pent ona club-night, is 
entirely loft to a labouring family; 
and that there are various ways in 
which the earnings of induftry 
might be applied more advantage- 
ouily to the morals of the labourer 
and the comforts of his family. 
Friendly focieties, it is true, like 
all other human contrivances, have 
their defects. It is, however, though 
a fhort, a fufficient anfwer to fuch 
objections as I have noticed, and 
to fome others which it is unne- 
ceffary to enumerate, that thefe in- 

itutions do not aim at perfection, 
but improvement. They are not 
intended to be 

*¢ That faultlefs monfler which the world 

ne'er faw.” 

But it is a fuffcient proof of their 
excellence, that they are congenial 
to the focial latitudes and prejudices 
of the labourer; and that, if they 
cannot correct the inclination 
(which is too often caufed by hard 
Jabour) for conviviality and diffi- 
pation, they, xt leaft, convert a vi- 
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cious propenfity into an ufeful in- 
{trument of economy and induftry, 
and fecure to their members 
(what can feldom be purchafed at 
too dear a rate) fubfiftence during 
ficknefs, and independence in old 
age.” 

The whole of the fecond, and 
nearly a half of the third volume, 
are taken up with 181 parochial re- 
ports, the refult of his enquiries ; 
the other half of the laft volume 
confifts of a voluminous appendix, 
containing a great variety of im- 
portant and authentic documents. 
On the whole, we cannot but con- 
gratulate the public on a work, the 
refult of fo much labour and un- 
wearied induftry, which, is calcu- 
lated to doa great deal of good, and 
reflects great honour on the author. 


Thoughts on the Struéture of the Globe ; 
and the Scriptural Hiftory of the 
Earth, and of Mankind ; compared 
with the Cofmogonies, Chronologies, anid 
original Traditions of ancient Nations ; 
an Abjfira and Review of feveral 
modern Syfens ; with an Attempt to 
explain Philofophical'y, the Mofarcal 
Account of the Creation and Deluge, 
and to deduce from this laft Event, 
the Canfes of the adiual Stru@ture of 
the Earth, In a Series of Letters, 
with Notes and Liuftrations, by Philip 
Howard, Efy. 4t0, 1797, 


"THE fubftance of this work was, 

as we are informed, by the 
author, publifhed in two letters in 
the French language, toward the 
end of the year 1786: he has fince 
reviled, corrected, and confiderably 
enlarged it. In it we are brought 
acquainted with the outlines of 
thofe {cientific fyftems which, keep- 
ing pace with numerous publica- 
tions in every path of literature, 
were calculated to tear up in th¢ 

h publie 
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public mind every remaining at- 
tachment to Chriftianity. Among 
the principal fupporters of thefe 
deftruGtive fyftems, Mr. Howard 
points out the names of Buffon and 
Bailly; the tendency of whofe cof- 
mogonical writings appear fuffici- 
ently to fubftantiate his charge. 
With a zeal worthy of his caufe, he 
dete&s the fallacies of thefe cele- 
brated men, and moft ably employs 
both diftinguifked talents and erudi- 
tion in proving the compatibility of 
the fcriptural narrative with the 
principles of modern philofophy, 
and in cafting additional light on 
the obfeure fraces of ancient chro- 
nology. ‘Each letter is followed 
by explanatory notes; in which he 
brings forward the proofs neceflary 
fer him, ‘either‘to conftite the ar- 
guments of his opponents, or to fup- 
port his own, Thefe' difpiay pro- 
found learning and great ingennity. 
Te make extracts from a work of 
of this nature, is fearcely pofiible, 
within the compafs of thefe pages : 
we mutt therefore take our ieave of 
Ahis powerful advocate for the {crip- 
tural account of the creation of the 
world, with the following fpirited 
account of the rife, progrefs, and 
confequences of the frighiful com- 
bination formed by the'Encyclope- 
difts againft all religion. 

“Mr. Bailly was not only zn aftro- 
nemer of great celebrity, but a very 
eléesant writer. Re was the diftin- 
“guifhied diiciple of ‘Mr. de Buffon, 
‘who, in conjunéhon with Voltaire, 

‘d'Alembert, Condorcet, and others, 
‘was at the head of the whole philo- 
fophic fectand men of wit in France, 
“by whom réal plot had’ been form- 
‘ed, and Was carried ‘on for ferty 
‘years, to root cut‘Chriffiznity. Re- 
ligion of any kind, it feems, fhack- 
led both their inclinations and their 
genius. ‘Each agreed, in his fepa- 


rate department, to contribtite fo 
theglorious work. For many years, 
in France, to be a man of fcience 
or letters was a diftinét profeifion, 
anid a diftinguifhed title, which in- 
troduced the affumer to the fafhion- 
abie circles of profligate nobility, 
and to the tables of ignorant and 
ftill more profligate publicans, fat-' 
tened on the fpoils of the people. 
The ‘luxurious repafts of the rich: 


were not complete without the pre- 


fence of fome of thefe fons of Epi- 
curts. There, amidft their admir- 
ing auditors, dnd a crowd of saping 
valets, they expounded in fallies of 
wit and farcafms on religion, their 
fernicious déétrines, mterlarding 
them with fentimental phrafes of 
philanthropy and humanity. How 
much of thefe was ‘in their hearts, 
they Have fince fully fhewn during 
the fatal reign of ‘their philofophy. 
At 'the houfes of every tadly, young 
or old, whofe ambition it was to be 


celebrated for wit, they held their - 


conventicles; where they ftill more 
freely difcuffed their philofophical 
principles, and ‘expafiated on ‘the 


abufes of religion and governments, 


Whoever coincided not with them 
was, by univerfal acclamation, held 
up as a man devoid of fenfe or wit. 
The effect of this general cry is 
fearcely to be conceived : — with 


youth it was all-powerful, and with © 


the more advanced in age it requir- 


ed very folid principles to be with- — 


ftood. They had a€tually by de- 


‘grees excluded from all’ the acade- 


mies whoever dared not to be of 


their opinion. Though co-operat- 


ing with thefe confpirators againft 
religion, Mr. Bailly was diftingnifh- 
ed as-a man of benevolence, of mo- 
deft and placid’manners. He has 


been lately ftill better known to all 
Europe as the firft mayor of Paris 


in 1789, ‘The fpirit of party -pro- 


bably 
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bably carried him beyond his natu- 
rai Bent ; but he became a fellow- 
jabourer with the heads of the con- 
ftituent affembly, who, under a fha- 
dow of monarchy, called in the 
mob, whom they acknowledged 
the fole. fovereign; and enforced 
the fuccefs of their revoiviion ‘by 
calumny, terror, and partial mur- 
ders, by the demolition of proper- 
ty, and the confifeation of church- 
Aands. At laft, with every other 
chief of that faction who faved not 
himielf by timely flight, Mr. Bailly 
fella vidiim to more atrocious vil. 
lains who had made wfe of thefe as 
tools, and to the ungovernable fury 
of that populace whofe bloody reign 
they had eftablithed, in order to puil 
down regal authority, arid level with 
the duft the religion and morality of 
their country. Many were, no 
doubt, furprifed to hear of Pagan 
feftivals and rites inftituted by the 
convention, in honour of the fup- 
pofed goddefs of Nature, reprefent- 
ed bya female; but the furprife 
will ceafe when they are informed 
that thefe rites were, thirty years 
ago, fecretly practifed by a fociety 
of philofophers, to whom ‘France 
owes what they have been pleafed 
to ftyle its regeneration. 

“ Warned by the fatal effects thete 
feducers have produced in one great 
kingdom, it is to be hoped that 
thofe who fhall hereafter afpire to 
the refpectable name of Philofo- 

hers, will henceforth abjure thefe 
infidious attacks on the principles 
* of religion ; and that governments 
will be cautious how they counte- 
nance or patronize thofe who fhrall 
thus aim to poifon the trueft fource 
of public and private happinefs. 
‘Without religion, that virtue which 
fophifts with to ifolate from it, is‘a 
mere abftract idea, which ‘has nei- 
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‘ther bafe nor real end: without it, 


no curb on vice remains, either 
over fovereigns, or over the head- 
ftrong multitude.. Wifdom itfelf, 
without it, is only egotifm weil un- 
derftood; and for the underftanding 
of it the paflions are the judges. 
Religion will ever be the fole folid 
fupport and ftrength of laws and 
public order; counterpoife ‘to the 
inevitable inequalities amongft men, 
confolation of the poor and weak ; 
it can alore dignify poverty, and. 
fubdue the pride of riches and of 
grandeur. Ever ready to pour its 
healing balm on the wounds of the 
body or of the mind, it is the fureft 
folace of the afflicted, and the laft 
refuge of the culpable. In vain 
would fophifts feek to fap founda- 
tions rooted in the very inmoft re- 
cefles of human natufe; the inti- 
mate fenfe of every rian of recti- 
tude, and the heart of every man 
of fenfibility, will, at times at leaft, 
triumph over their acuteft reafon- 
ings. 

“ Fulminate, ye philofophers (we 
will applaud you) religious perfe- 
cution and reftraint of confciences ; 
with you true religion reprobates 
them. If every predominant fect 


of Chriftians has at fome period in- 


voked their -aid, either under the 
pretext of danger to the ftate, or on 
the {pecious pretence of guarding 
from corruption the weaker part of 
the flock, none has dared to ap- 
prove them in direct terms, becaufe 
they are clearly repugnant to the 
fpirit and dottrines of their divine 
legiflator. As the judicious Dr. Pa- 
ley obferves, the erroneous judg- 
ments of intemperate zeal, almoft 
ever originating in human paffions, 
have too often produced intolerance 
and perfecution, nowife chargeable 
on Chriftianity ; but the unbeliev- 


ing 
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ing rulers of France have proved 
‘that, in order to be a perfecutor, it 
js not neceflary to be a bigot—that, 
in rage and cruelty, in mi{chief and 
deftrution, fanaticifm itfelf can be 
outdone by infidelity. — Amidf 
equal horrors, one efiential differ- 
ence is alfo to be remarked be- 
tween thefe two kinds of perfecu- 
tors. By the one, all the connec- 
tions which bind mankind toge- 
ther are not diffolved :—the ties of 
blood are fometimes trodden under 
foot ; but againft adverfe tenets all 
his rage is direéted; towards the 
brethren of his creed, the bonds of 
amity, fidelity, and benevolence 
are {trengthened. The other knows 
no brother; and every man who 
ftands in the way of his idol paf- 
fions, is alike facrificed with ftoical 
indifference. 

* Tf philofophers with to combat 
the moft fatal and deftructive error 
of mankind, it is againft warlike 
phrenzy that it becomes them to 
employ their ftrongeft arguments ; 
and their moft touching eloquence 
to eradicate from the minds both 
of princes and of people, that rage 
of mutual deftruétion for fente- 
lefs jealoufies and miftaken inte- 
refts. It was the Chriftian religion. 
which firft taught man to love man, 
without diftinction of race or coun- 
try, by fhewing all men tobe the 
equally cherifhed children of one 
common father. Simple but fub- 
lime doétrine! which, if ancient 
philofophers ever felt, they never 
durft produce. — Let philofophy 
unite toits mild voice the force of 
reafon, to make the whole world 
liften to the leflons of true philan- 
thropy. Whilft religion reveals to 
each individual eternal felicity at- 
tached to the accomplifhment of 
this great precept of love, let it de- 
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monttrate to nations temporal hap+ 
pinefs and profperity, dependent 
on univerfal concord.” 


The Works of Sir Jofiuta Reynolds, Knight, 
late Prefident of the Royal Academy ; 
containing his Difcourfes, Idlers, a 
Journey to Flanders and Holland, and 
his Commentary on Du Frefney’s Art 
of Painting, fainted from his revifed 
Copies (with his laft Corrections and 
Additions) in Three Volumes ; io which 
is prefixed an Account of the Life and 
Writings of the Author, by Edmund 
Malone, Efq. one of his Executors. 
BOG + 5 


HIS_ elegant edition of the 
works of that admirable artift 
and amiable man, Sir Jofhua Rey- 
nolds, contains no matter that has 


not before met the public eye, ex- 


cept the journey to Flanders and 
Holland, which was performed by 
Sir Jofhua, in company with his 
friend Mr. Metcalf, in July, 1781, 
for the purpofe of viewing the moft 
celebrated productions of the Fle-~ 
mifh and Dutch fchools: it con- 
tains a very pleafing account of 
their journey, with remarks on the 
pictures preferved in the various 
churches and cabinets that he vifit- 
ed; to which he has fubjoined a 
character of Ruben, done in fo 
mafterly a manner, : 
refifi giving it to our Teaders at 
length. fae pe 
“The works of men of genius 
alone, where great faults are united 
with great beauties, afford proper 
matte. for criticifm. Genius 1s al- 
ways eccentric, bold, and daring ; 
which, at the fame time that it 
commands attention, is fure to pro- 


voke criticifim. It is the regular,. 
‘cold, and timid- compofer who ef- 


espe 


F Wwe cannot - 
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capes cenfure, and deferves no 
praife. 

“ The elevated fituation on which 
Rubens ftands in the efteem of the 
world, is alone fufficient reafon for 
fome examination of his preten- 
fions. 

“‘ His fame is extended over a 
great part of the Continent, with- 
out arival; and it may be jufily 
faid that he has enriched his coun- 
try, not in a figurative fenfe only, 
by the great examples of art which 
he left, but by what fome would 
think a more folid advaniage, the 
wealth arifing from the concourfe 
_of ftrangers whom his works con- 
tinually invite to Antwerp, which 
would otherwife have little to re- 
ward the vifit of a connoiffeur. 

“ To the city of Duffeldorf he 
has been an equal benefactor. The 
. gallery of that city is confidered as 
containing one of the greateft col- 
lection of pictures in the world ; 
but if the works of Rubens were 
taken from it, I will venture to af- 
fert, that this great repofitory would 
be reduced to at leaft half its value. 

“To extend his glory {till far- 
ther, he gives to Paris one of its 
moft ftriking features, the Luxem- 

bourg gallery: and if to thefe we 
add the many towns, churches, and 
private cabinets, where a fingle 
picture of Rubens confers emi- 
nence, we cannot hefitate to place 
him in the firft rank of illuftrious 
painters. 

*“ Though I ftill entertain the 
fame general opinion both in re- 
gard to his excellencies and his de- 

ects, yet, having now feen his 
greateft compofitions, where he had 
-more means of difplaying thofe 
en of his art in which he particu- 

arly excelled, my eftimation of his 


genius is of courfe ‘raifed. It is 
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only in large compofitions that his 
powers feem to have room to ex- 
pand themfcives; for they really 
increafe in proportion to the fize of 
the canvas on which they are to be 
difplayed. His fuperiority is not 
feen in eafel pictures, nor even in 
detached parts of his greater works, 
which are feldom eminently beau- 
tiful. It does not lie inan attitude, 
or in any peculiar expreflion, but 
in the general effe¢t—in the genius 
which pervades and illuminates the 
whole. 

*<T remember to have obferved, 
in a picture of Diatreci, which I 
faw ina private cabinet at Bruffels, 
the contrary effect. In that perfor- 
mance there appeared to be a total 
abfence of this pervading genius; 
though every individual figure was 
correctly drawn, and to the ation 
of each as careful an attention was 
paid as if it were a fet Academy 
figure. Here feemed to be nothing 
left to chance ; all the nymphs (the 
fubjeét was the bath of Diana) were 
what the ladies call in attitudes ; 
yet, without being able to cenfure 
it for correétnels, or any other de- 
fect, I thought it one of the coldeft 
and moft infipid pitures I ever be- 
held. ; ’ 

** The works of Rubens have that 
peculiar property always attendant 
on genius to attraé attention and 
enforce admiration, in {pite of all 
their faults. It is owing to this 
fafcinating power that the perfor- 
mances of thofe painters with 
which he is furrounded, though 
they have seb A fewer defetts, 
yet appear {piritlefs, tame, and in- 
fipid ;—fuch as the altar-pieces of 
Crayer, Schutz, Segers, Heyfens, 
Tyfens, Van Bulen, and the reft. 
They are done by men whofe hands, 
and indeed all their faculties, appear 

to 
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to have been cramped and confin- 
ed; and if is evident, that every 
thing they did was the effect of 
great labour and pains. The pro- 
duétions of Rubens, on the con- 
trary, feem to flow with a freedom 
and prodigality, as if they coft him 
nothing; and to the general ani- 
mation of the compofition, there is 


always a correfpondent fpirit ia the - 


execution of the work. The ftrik- 
ing brilliancy of his colours, and 
their lively oppofition to each 
other, the flowing liberty and free- 
dom of his outline, the animated 

encil with which every object is 
touched, all contribute to awaken 
and keep alive the attention of the 
fpeciator ; awaken in him, in fome 
ameafure, correfpondent fenfaticens, 
and make him feel a degree of that 
enthufiafm with which the painter 
was carried away. To this wemay 
-add the complete uniformity in all 
-the parts of the work, fo that the 
whole feems:to be conducted and 
grow out of one mind ; everything 
4s of a piece, and fits its place. 
Even his tafte’ of drawing and of 
form, appears*to correfpond better 
with his colouring and compofition 
than if he had adopted any other 
manner, though that manner, fim- 
ply confidered, might be betier. It 
is here as in perfonal attractions ; 
there is frequently found a certain 
agreement and correfpondence in 
the whole together, which is often 
more captivating than mere regular 
beauty. 

“ Rubens appears to-have had thet 
confidence in himfelf which it is 
neceflary for every aritft to affume 

“when he has finifhed bis ftudies, 
and may venture in fome meafure 
to throw afide the fetters of autho- 
rity ; to confider the rules as fub- 

_ ject to-his controul, and not himfelf 


+7 
ce eae he 


fubjeé to the rules; to rifk and to 
dare extraordinary attempts with+ 
out a guide, abandoning himfelf io 
his own fenfations, and depending 
upon them. To this confidence 
muft be imputed that originality of 
manner by which he may be-truly 
faid to have extended the limits of 
the art.—After Rubens had made 
up his manner, he never looked 
cut of himfelf for affiftance: there 
is confequently very little in his 
works that appears'to be taken from 
other matters. If he has borrowed 
any thing, he has had the addrefs 
to change and adapt it fo well to 
the refi of his work, that the theft 
is not difcoveérable. ) 
“ Befide the excellency of Rubens 
in thefe general powers, he poflefled 
the true art of imitating. He faw 
the obje&ts of Nature with a pain- 


ter’s eye; he faw at once the pre- - 
“dominant feature by which every 


obje@ is known and diftinguifhed ; 
andas foon-as feen, it was ‘execut- 
ed with a facility that is aftonithing : 
and, let me add, this facility is toa 
painter, when he clofely examines 
a pidure, a fource of great plea- 
fure.— How far this excellence may 
be perceived or felt by thofe who 
are not painters, I-know not: to 
them certainly it is not enough that 
objects be truly reprefented; they 
mutt likewife be reprefented with 
grace; which means here, that the 
work is done with facility, .and 
without effort. Rubens was, per- 
haps, the greateft mafter in the me- 
chanical part of the art; the beft 
workman with his tools that-ever 

exercifed a pencil. 
““ This part of the art, though it 
does not hold a rank with the pow- 
ers of invention, of giving charac- 
ter and expreflion, has yet in it 
what may be called Genius. It as 
certainly 
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terlainly fomething that cannot be 
taught by words, though it may be 
fearned by a frequent examination 
of thofe pictures which poflels this 
excellence. It is felt by very few 
painters; and it is as rare at this 
time among the living painters, as 
any of the higher excellencies of 
the art. 

“This power, which Rubens pof- 
feffed in the higheft degree, enabled 
him to reprefent whatever he un- 
dertook, better than any other pain- 
ter. 
and horfes, are fo admirable, that 
it may be faid they were never 
properly reprefenied but by him. 
His portraits rank with the bef 
works of the painters who have 
made that branch of the art the fole 
bufinefs of their lives; and.of thofe 
he has left a great variety of {pee:- 
mens. The fame may be faid of 
his landfcapes; and though Claude 
Lorrain finifhed more minutely, as 
becomes a profeffor in any particu- 
Jar branch, yet there is fuch an airy- 
nefs and facility in the landicapes 
of Rubens, that 2 painter would_as 
foon wifh to be the author of them 
as.thofe of Claude, or any other 
artift whatever. 

“ The pictures of Rubens have 
this.effeét on the fpectator, that he 
feels hinvielf in nowife difposed to 
pick out and dweli on his defects, 
The criticifms which are made on 
him are, indeed, often unreafon- 
able. His fiyle ought no more to 
be blamed for not having the fub- 
limity of Michael Angelo, than 
Ovid fhould be cenfured becaule 
hie is not like Virgil. 

“ However, it muft be acknow- 
edged that he wanted many excel- 
dencies which would have perfectly 
united with his ftyle. Among thofe 
we may reckon beauty in his fe- 


His animals, particularly lions © 
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male chargcters: fometimes indeed 
they make approaches to it; they 
are healthy and comely women, but 
feldom, if ever, an ind any degree 
of elegance. The fame may be faid, 
of his young men and children. 
His old men have that fort of dig- 
nity which a bufhy beard will con- 
fer; but he never poffefled a poet- 
ical conception of charaéter. In 
his reprefentations of the higheft 
characters in the chriftian or the 
fabulous world, inftead of fome- 
thing above humanity, which might 
fiil the idea which is conceived of 
fuch beings, the fpeétator finds lit- 
tle more than mere mortals, fuch 
as he meets with every day. 

“ The incorrectnefs of Rubens, im 
regard to his outline, oftener pro- 
ceeds from hafte and. carelefinefs 
than from inability. There are, in 
his great works, to which he feems 
to have paid more particular atten- 
tion, naked. figures, as eminent for 
their drawing as for their colouring. 
He appears to have’ entertained a 
great abhorrence of the meagre dry 
manner of his predeceflors, the old 
German and Flemifh spainters; ta 
avoid which, he kept his outline 
large and flowing: this, carried to 
au cxireme, produced that heavi- 
nefs whic is fo frequently found 
in his figures. Another defect of 
this great painter is, his inattention 
to Uic Toldings of his drapery, ef- 

cially that of his women: it is 
fearcely ever caft with any choice 
or fill, 

“ Carlo Maratti and Rubens are, 
in this refpeét, in oppofite ex- 
tremes; one difcovers too much 
ait in the difpefitions of drapery, 
and the other too little. Rubens’s 
drapery, befides, is not properly 
hittorical ; the quality of the ftuff 
‘of which it js compofed, is too ac- 
Soar curalely 
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curately diftinguifhed ; refembling 
the manner of Paul Veronefe. 
This drapery is lefs offenfive in 
Rubens than it would be in many 
other painters, as it partly contri- 
butes to that richnefs which is the 
peculiar character of his  ftyle, 
which we do not pretend to fet 
forth as of the moft fimple and fub- 
lime kind. ‘ 

“ The difference of the manner of 
Rubens from that of any other pain- 
ter before him, is in nothing more 
diftinguifhable than in his colour- 
ing, which is totally different from 
that of Titian, Corregio, or any of 
the great colourifts. The eifect 
of his pictures may be not impro- 
perly compared to clufters of flow- 
ers; all his colours appear as clear 
and‘as beautiful: at the fame time 
he has avoided that tawdry eifect 
which one would expeét fuch gay 
colours to produce; in this refpect 
refembling Barocci more than any 
other painter. What was faid of 
an ancient painter may be applied 
to thofe two artifts, — That their 
figures look as if they fed upon 
rofes. ; 

“ It would be a curious and a 
profitable ftudy for a painter to ex- 
amine the difference, and the caufe 
of that difference, of effeét in the 
works of Corregio and Rubens, 
both excellent in different ways. 
The preference probably would be 
given according to the different 
habits of the connoiffleur. Thofe 
who had received their firftimpref- 
fions from the works of Rubens, 
would cenfure Corregio as heavy ; 
and the admirers of Corregio would 
fay Rubens wanted folidity of ef- 
fe&. There isa lightnefs, airynefs, 
and facility in Rubens, his advo- 
cates will urge, and, comparatively, 
a laborious heavinefs in. Corregio ; 
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whofe admirers will complaint of 
Rubens’s manner being carelefs 
and unfinifhed, whilft the works of 
Corregio are wrought to the high- 
eft degree of delicacy ; and what 
may be advanced in favour of Cor- 
regio’s breadth of light, will, by his 
cenfurers, be callect affected and 
pedantic. It muft be obferved 
that we are fpeaking {clely of the 
manner, the effect of the picture ; 
and we may conclude, according to 
the cuftom in paftoral poetry, by’ 
beftowing on each of thefe illuftri- 
ous painters a garland, without at- 
tributing fuperiority to either. 

“ To conclude, I will venture to 
repeat in favour of Rubens, what 
I have before faid in regard to the” 
Dutch fchool,—that thofe who can- 
not fee the extraordinary merit of 
this great painter, either have 2 
narrow conception of the variety of 
art, or are led away by the affecta- 
tion of approving nothing but what 
comes from the Ltalian fchool.” 

Mr. Malone has prefixed to this 
edition, an account of the life and 
writings of Sir Jofhua Reynolds, 
drawn up in plain and unaffuming 
language: from which we fhall ex- 

ract the following fketch: — 

* Jofhua Reynolds was born at 
Plympton, Devonfhire, July 16th, 
1723; the fon of Samuel Reynolds 
and Theophila Potter. He was on 
every fide conneéted with the 
church; for both his father and 
grandfather were in holy orders; 
and his mother and maternal grand- 
mother were daughters of clergy- 
men. Having in childhood mani- 
fefted a difpotition for drawing, his 
father placed him, at feventeen, 
under Hudfon, the moft eminent 
Englifh portrait-painter of that 
time; with whom he. remained 
about three years. In 1749, he 

‘ weak. 
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went fo Italy, where he ftudied dur- 
ing nearly three years. Mr. Rey- 
nolds, who was no mufician, relates 
acircumftance that will confirm the 
ftory which every one has heard of 
the natives of Switzerland, in a fo- 
reign country, being feized with 
the Maladie du pais, on their hear- 
ing a vulgar national melody play- 
ed, called the Rauz des vaches,a cow- 
keeper’s tune. He fays, 

“ When he was at Venice, in 
compliment to the Englifh gentle- 
men then refiding there, the ma- 
nager of the opera one night order- 
ed the band to play an. Englith bal- 
Jad-tune. Happening to be the po- 
pular air which was played or fung 
in almoft every ftreet juft at the 
time of their leaving London, by 
fuggefting to them that metropolis, 
with all its connexions and endear- 
ing circumftances, it immediately, 
brought tears into our author’s eyes, 
as well as into thofe of his country- 
men who were prefent. 

“ Very foon after his return from 
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Tialy, his acquaintance with Dr. 
Johnfon commenced, which foon 
mellowed into a clofe and uninter- 
rupted friendfhip, as durable as their 
lives. His firft refidence in Lon- 
don, after his travels, was in New- 
port-ftreet. — In 1759, he firft be- 
gan to exercife his pen, by furnifh- 
ing his friend Johnfon with three 
effays for the Idler, in the form of 
letters, on the fubject of painting. — 
In 1761, he removed to Leicefter- 
fquare, where he continued till the 
time of his death. —In 1769, on the 
inftitution of the Royal Academy 
of Painting, Sculpture, and. Archi- 
tecture, Mr. Reynolds, holding un- 
queftionably the firft rank in his 
profeftion, was nominated pref- 
dent, and foon afterward recéived 
the honour of knighthood. His 
fituation in the academy gave birth 
to his admirable difcourfes, which 
have gained him nearly as much re- 
putation in literature as the pro- 
ductions of his pencil obtained for 
him in painting *.” 

Soon 


* Yn allufion to Mr. M‘Cormick’s affertion of Mr. Burke’s being the author 


ef thefe difcourfes, as mentioned in his Life of Burke, which we hayé noticed ia 
page 557 of this volume, Mr. Malone inferts the following note:—** A new hy- 
pothetis has been lately fuggefted; and, among many other ftatements concerning 
the late Mr. Burke, which I know to be erroneous, we have been confidently told 
that they were writien by that gentleman. ‘ . 
« The readers of paetry are not to learn, that a fimilar tale has been told of fome 
of our celebrated Englifh poets. Accordiag to fome, Denham did not write his 
eos Cooper’s Hill; and, with a certain fpecies of critics,our great moral poet 
3 us, 


“ 


—Mbof authors fteai their works, or buy ; 
“ Garth did not write his own Dispensary.” 

“ Such infinuations, however agreeable to the envious and malignant, who may 
give them a temporary currency, can have but little weight with the judicious and 
ingenious part of mankind, and therefore, in general, only merit filent contempri- 
But that Mr. Burke was the author of all fuch parts of his difcourfes as do not 
relate to painting and frulplure (wwat thele are, the difcoverer of this pretended fe- 
cret has-not informed us) has lately been fo peremprorily afferted, and fo particu- 
dar an appeal has been made on this occafion to their edivor, that I think it my duty 
to refute this injurious calumny, left poftcrity thould be deceived and. mifled by 
ahe minurcacfs of uncontradifted mifreprefyatation, delivered to the world with ah 
the 
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Soon after the publication of his 
firft feven difcourfes, collectively, 
*¢ He had the honour to receive 
from the late Emprefs of Rufha, a 
pols box with a deff relieve of her 
mperial. Majefty in the lid, fet 
round with diamonds, accompani- 
ed with a note within, written with 
her, own hand, containing thefe 


temoignage du contentment que j'ai reffens 
tie @ la lecture de Jes excellens Difcours 
Sur la Peinture.’ Before he received 
this mark of her Imperial Majefty’s, 
fayour, he had been commitlioned 
to paint an hiftorical picture for her, 
on any fubject that he thought fit. 
The fubject which he chote.was, 
the infant Hercules ftrangling the. 


-words :—‘ Pour Je Chevalier Reynalds,en ferpents. For this picture, which: 
the confidence of truth. Fortunately I am able to give a more decifive teftimony 
on this fubjeét than would reafonably be expeéted from any one man concerning 
the wtitings of another, ( 

«To the queftion, then, whether I haye not found among my late friend’s papers, 
feveral of his ditcourfes in the hand-writing of Mr. Burke, or of fome other uz- 
named perfon, I anfwer that I never faw any one of his difcourfes in the hand- 
writing of that illuftrious ttatefinan, ‘or of ay other perfon whatfoever, except Sir 
Jofhua Reynolds: and, fecondly, I fay, that I ani as firmly perfuaded that the 
whule body of thofe admirable difcourfes was compofed by Sir Jofhua Reynolds, 
as Iam certain that I am at this moment employing my pen in vindication of his 
fame. I do not mean to affert that he did not avail himfelf of the judgment of his 
critical friends, to render them as peifeét as he could; or that he was above receiv= 
ing from them that fpecies of literary atfiftance which every candid literary man ig “ 
willing to receive, and which even that tranfcendant genius Mr. Burke, in fome 
spftances, did not ditdain to accept. Of the early difcourfes, tierefore, I have no 
doubt that fomé were fubmitted to Dr. Johnfon, and fome to Mr. Burke, for their 
examination and revifion; and probably each of thofe perfons fuggefted to their 
author fome minute verbal improvements. Four of the latter difcourfes, in his own 
hand-writing, and warm from the brain, the author did me the honour to fubmit 
to my perufal ; and with great freedom J fuggefted to him fome verbal alterations, 
and fome.new arrangements in each of them, which he very readily adopted, .Of 
one, I well remember, he gave me the general outline in converfation as we re- 
turned together from an excurfion to the country, and before it was yet committed 

- to paper. He foon afterwards compofed that difcourfe, conformably to the plan 
which he had crayoned out, and fent it to me for fuch remarks on the language of 
it as fhould occurto me. When he wrote his laftdifcourte, I was not in London 5 
and that difcourfe, I know, was fubmitted to the critical examination of another 
friend; and that friend was not Mr. Burke. Such was the mighty aid that our 
author received from thofe whom he honoured with his confidence and efteem ! 

“ The reader has before him the teftimony of Sir Jothua Reynolds bimfelf, ag 
far as this calumny relates to Dr. Johnfon; he has the decilive teftimony of Mr. 
Burke, both in a paflage already quoted, and in a further extract from one of his 
Jetters to the editor, which will be found in a fubfequent page; and if fuch high 
authorities can admit of any additional confirmation, he has (whatever it may be 
worth) the teftimony of the editor alfo. Ler this plain tale, therefore, for ever feal 
up the lips af thofe who have prefumed moft unjuftly ro fully and depreciate the 
literary reputation of a man who is acknowledged, by the unanimous voice of his 

’ contemporaries, to have been a fignal ornament of the age in which he lived; who 

was not lefs profound in the theory than excellent in the praciice of his art; and 

whofe admirable works of cach kind, will tranfinjt his namie, with unfading luttre, 
to the lateft pofterity.” : 
i : 15 
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is now at St. Peterfburg, his exe- 
cutors received from her Imperial 
Majeity fifteen hundred guineas.” 

Though notning remarkable oc- 
curred between 1770 and 1780, 
the productions of his pencil will 
fufficiently acquit him from. the 
charge of indolence’ or inactivity 
during that period. 

The years between 1769 and 
1790, inclufive, he exhibited at the 
Royal Academy two hundred and 
forty-four pictures ; at the exhibi- 
tions previous to the inftitution of 
the academy, between 1760 and 
1768, twenty-five: total269. In 
the whole of this period, the year 
-1767 was the only one in which he 
exhibited nothing. 

The fingle portraits of this inde- 
fatigable arti{t are innumerable; 
and in the higher ftyle of hiftory- 
eas and fancy pieces, Mr. Ma- 
one has given a lift of nearly 100; 
with which, he truly obferves, not 
only various cabinets at home have 
been enriched, but the fame of the 
Englith fchool extended to foreign 
countries. : 

In July 1781, in order to view 
the moft celebrated productions of 
the Flemifh and Dutch fchools, in 
eompany with his friend Mr. Met- 
¢alfe, he made a tour to the Nether- 
lands and Holland. 

In 1783, Mr. Mafon having fi- 
nifhed his elegant tranflation otf Du 
Yrefnoy’s Art of Painting, our au- 
thor enriched that work with a ve- 
ry ample and ingenious commen- 
tary. fn 1784, on the death of 
Mr. Ramfay, in the following year, 
our author was fworn principal 
painter in ordinary to his Majefty; 
which office he pofleiied to his 
death. 

Mr. Malone has inferted an edit- 
* Vor. XXXIX, 
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ed fragment of an intended dif- 
courfe, in which his friend defigned. 
to comprife a hiftory of his mind ; 
which, indeed, all his printed dif- 
courfes feem to have done fo com- 
pletely, as far as his art is concern-) 
ed, that nothing is left to his bio- 
grapher’s ingenuity and penetration 
on the fubject. The ingenuous 
manner in which Sir Jofhua con- 
feffes, in this fragment, his incon- 
ftancy and frequent failures in co+ 
louring, is charaéteriftic of the 
franknefs and probity of his nature. 

For a very long period, Sir Jo- 
fhua Reynolds enjoyed an uninter- 
rupted ftate of good health, to 
which his cuftom of painting, ftand- 
ing (a practice which, we believe, 
he firft introduced) may be fup- 


-pofed in fome degree to have con- 


tributed; at leaft by this means he 
efcaped thofe diforders which are 
incident to a fedentary life. He 
was indeed, in the year 1782, dif- 
trefled for a flhiort time by a flight 
paralytic affe€tion ; which, how- 
ever, made fo little impreffion on 
him, that in a few weeks he was 
perfectly reftored, and never after- 
wards itffered any inconvenience 
from that malady. But in July 
1789, when he had very nearly fi- 
nifhed the portrait of Lady Beau- 
champ (now Marchionefs of Hert- 
ford’) the laft female portrait he 
ever painted, he for the firft time 
perceived his fight fo much affect- 
ed, that he found it difficult to pro- 
ceed; and in a few months afters 
wards, in ipite of the aid of the 
moft {kilful oculifts, he was entirely 
deprived of the fight of his left eye. 

After fome ftruggles, left his re- 
maining eye fhould be alfo affected, 
he determined to paint no more; 


.which to him was a very ferious 


hi misfortune, 
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misfortune, fince he was thus de- 
prived of an employment that af- 


forded him coniftant amufement, ’ 


and which he loved much more 
for its own fake than on account 
of thegreat emoluments4vith which 
the practice of his art was attended. 
Still, however, he retained his ufual 
fpirits ; was amufed by reading, or 
hearing others. read to him; and 
partook of the fociety of his friends 
with the fame pleafure as formerly : 
butin October, 1791, having ftrong 
apprehenfions that a tumor, accom- 
panied withan inflammation, which 
took place over the eye that had 
perifhed, might affeé the other al- 
_ fo, he became fomewhat dejected. 
Meanwhile he laboured under a 
much more dangerous difeafe, which 


deprived him both of his wonted — , 


fpirits and his appetite, though he 
was wholly unable to explain to his 
phyficians the nature or feat of his 
diforder. During this period of 
great affliGtion to all his friends, his 
malady was by many fuppofed to 
he imaginary ; and it was conceiv- 
ed that, if he would but exert him- 
felf, he could flake it off. -This 
inftance, however, may ferve to 
thew, that the patient beft knows 
what he fuffers; and that few long 
somplain of bedily ailments with- 
out an adequate caufe ; for at length 
{but not till about a fortnight be- 
foré his death) the feat of his difor- 
der was found to be in his liver, the 
inordinate growth of which, as it 
afterwards appeared, had incom- 
modéd all the funétions of life; and 
of this difeafe, which he bore with 
the greate{t fortitude and patience, 
he died, after a confinement of 
-Mear three months, at his houfe in 
Leicefter-Fields, on Thurfday even- 
ang, February 23d, 1792. 
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Differtations and Mifcellaneous Pieces res 
lating to the Hiftory and Antiquities, 
the Arts, Sciences, and Literature of 
Afia. By the late Sir William Jones, 
and others. Vols. 3 and 4, London. 


- the third volume of this publi- 
cation, are extraéted the moft, 
ufeful and entertaining differtations 
contained in the Afiatic Refearches ; 
among which the editors have done 
jufttice to their.own tafte, and to 
that of the public, by a well-judged 
partiality to the eflays of the late 
learned and ingenious Sir William 
Jones. They have alfo inferted his 
admirable preface to the Hindu 
law, though not contained in the 
volume from which the other pieces 
are felected. 

The fourth volume, from the 
difficulty and expence of obtaining 
books from India, is reprinted ver- 
batim from the Caleutta quarto edi- 
tion; and does infinite credit to the 
induftry and learning of our coun- 
trymen in the Eaft Indies; whofe 
ardour in the purfuit of ufeful 
knowledge has not been relaxed 
by the lofs of their late amiable and 
ever to be lamented prefident. 

To enumerate all the articles 
that compofe thefe volumes would 
be tedious; to mention the beft, 
invidious: we can only fay that the 
peruial of them cannot but afford 
great pleaiure to every clafs of 
readers, from the variety of fubjeéts 
treated on, and from the-generat 
intereft that. muft be excited by 
the accounts of the manners and 
cuftoms of a people, though dif- 
tant, yet living under the fame 
happy government as ourfelves. 

We think we caunot pay a bet-. 
ter tribute to the memory of Sir 
‘William Jongs, than by giving our 
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readers an account of his various 
ftudies and publications, extracted 
from the eulogium on his life.and 
writings pronounced by his tuccef- 
for Sir John Shore, on ihe 22d of 
May, 17,94, and addreffed to a meet- 
ing of the Society. ; 

“To define with accuracy the 
variety, value, and extent of his li- 
terary attainments, requires more 
learning than I pretend to poffeis ; 
and I am therefore to folicit your 
indulgence for an imperfect fketch, 
rather than, expe your approba- 
tion for a complete defcription of 
the talents and knowledge of your 
late and Jamented prefident. 

“J fhall begin with mentioning 
his wonderful capacity for the ac- 
quifition of languages, which has 
never been excelled. In Greek 
and Roman literature, his early 
proficiency was the fubject of ad- 
miration and applaufe; and know- 
ledge of whatever nature ence ob- 
taned. by him, was ever afterwards 
progreflive. ne more elegant 
dialects of modern Europe, the 

- French, the Spanifh, and the Ita- 
lian, he fpoke and wrote with the 
greateft fluency and precifion ; and 


the German and Portuguefe were ° 


familiar to him. At an.early pe+ 
riod of life, his application to ori- 
ental literature commenced; ~ he 
fiudied the Hebrew with eafe and 
fuccefs; and many of the moitt 
learned Afiatics have the candour 
to avow, that his knowledge of 
Arabic and Perfian was as accurate 
and extenfive as their own: he 
was alfo converfant in the Turkith 
idioms; andthe Chinefe had even 
attraéted his notice fo far as to in- 
duce him to learn the radical cha- 
racters of that language, with a 
view perhaps to farther improve- 
ments. It was to be expected, af- 
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ter his arrivalin India, that he would 
eagerly embrace the opportunity 
of making himfelf mafter of the 
Sanicrit.; and the moft enlightened 
profeffors of the doctrines of Brahe 
ma confefs with pride, delight, and 
jurprife, that his knowledge of their 
facred diale&t was moft criticaily 
correct and profound. Yhe Puny 
dits, who were in the habit of at- 
tending him, when I faw them af- . 
ter his death at a public Durbar, 
could neither fupprefs their tears 
for his lofs,. nor find terms to ex- 
prefs their admiration of the won- 


‘derful progrefs he had made in 


their fciencés. 

“ Before the expiration of his 
twenty-fecond year, he had com- 
pleted his Commentaries on the 
Poetry of the Afiatics, alihough a 
confiderable time afterwards elapf{- 
ed before their publication; and 
this work, if no other monument 
of his labours exifted, would at 
once furnifh proofs of his confum- 
mate jkill in the oriental dialects, of 
his proficiency in thofe of Kome 
and Greece, of tafte and erudition 
far beyond his years, and of talents 
and application without example.” 
But the judgment of Sir William 
Jones was too difcerning to confi- 
der language in any other light than 
as the key of fcience; and he would 
have defpifed the reputation of a 
mere linguift. Knowledge and truth 
were the objeét of all his ftudies ; 
and his ambition was to be ufeful 
tomankind. With thefe views he 
extended his refearches to all law- 
guages, nations, and times. 

Such were the motives that in- 
duced him to propofe to the go- 
vernment of this country, what he 
juftiy denominated a work of na- 
tional utility and importance; the 
compilation of a copious Digelt of 
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Hindu and Mahommedan Law, from 
Sanfcrit and Arabic originals, with 
an offer to fuperintend the compi- 
lation, and with a promife to tranf- 
late it. He had forefeen, previous 
to his departure from Europe, that, 
without the aid of fuch a work, the 
wife and benevolent intentions of 
the legiflature of Great Britain, in 
leaving to a certain extent the na- 
tives of thefe provinces in poffef- 
fion of their own laws, could not be 
completely fulfilled ; and his expe- 
rience, after a fhort refidence in 
India, confirmed what his fagacity 
had anticipated, that, without prin- 
ciples to refer to in a language fa- 
miliar to the judges of the courts, 
adjudications amongft the natives 
~ mutt too often be fubject to an un- 
certain and erroneous expofition, 
or wilful mifinterpretation of their 
laws. : 

*“ To the fuperintendance of 
this work, which was immediately 
undertaken at his fuggeflion, he af- 
fiduoufly devoted thofe hours which 
he could {pare from his profeffidnal 
duties. After tracing the plan of 
the Digeit, he prefcribed its ar- 
rangement and mode of execution, 
and felected frem the moft learned 
Hindus and Mahommedans fit per- 
fons for the tafk of compiling it. 
Flattered by his attention, and en- 
ou aged by his applaufe, the Pun- 
dits profecuted their labours with 
cheerful zeal to a fatisfactory con- 
clufion. The Molavees have alfo 
nearly finifhed their portion of the 
work; but we muft ever regret, 
that the promifed tranflation, as 
well as the meditated preliminary 
differtation, have been fruftrated by 
that decree, which fo often inter- 
cepts the performance of human 
purpofes.”” 

During the courfe of this ecompi- 
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lation, and as an auxiliary to it, he- 
was led to ftudy the works of Me- 
nu, reputed by the Hindus to be 
the oldeft and holieft of legiflators ; 
and finding them to comprife a fyf- 
tem of religious and civil dutiesy 
and of law in all ,its branches, fo 
comprehenfive and minutely exact, 
that it might be confidered as the 
inftitutes of Hindu law, he prefent- 
eda tranflation of them to the go- 
vernment of Bengal. During the 
fame period, deeming no labour 
exceffive or fuperfluous that tended 
in any refpeét to promote the wel- 
fare. or happinefs of mankind, he 
gave the public an Englifh verfion 
of the Arabic text of the Sirajiyah, 
or Mahommedan law of inheritance, 
with a commentary. He had al- 
ready publifhed in England, a 
tranflation of a traét on the fame 
{ubje&t by another Mahommedan 
lawyer, containing, as his own 
words exprefs, ‘a lively and ele- 
gant epitome of the law of inherit- 
ance of Zaid.” 

The vanity and petulance of 
Anquetil du Perron, with his illibe- 
ral refle€tions on fome of the learn- 
ed members of the univerfity of 
Oxford, extorted from him a letter 
in the French language, which has 
been admired for accurate criticifm, 
juft fatire, and elegant compofition. 
A regard for the literary reputation 
of his country, induced him to 
tranflate, from Perfian original, in- 
to French, the life of Nadir Shah, 
that it might not be carried out of 
England with a reflection, that no 
perfon had been found in the Bri- 
tifh dominions capable of tranflat- 
ing it. The ftudents of Perfian li- 
terature muft ever be grateful to 
him for a grammar of that language, 
in which he has fhown the poflibi- 
lity of combining tafte and wr 
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with the precifion of a grammarian; 
and every admirer of Arabic poe- 
try muft acknowledge his obliga- 
tions to him for an Englifh verfion 
of the feven celebrated poems, fo 
well known by the name of Moal- 
lakat, from the diftinétion to which 
their excellence had entitled them, 
of being fufpended in the temple 
of Mecca. 

“ Of his lighter productions, the 
elegant amuiements of his leifure 
hours, comprehending hymns on 
the Hindu mythology, poems, con- 
fifting chiefly of tranflations from 
the Afiatic languages, and the ver- 
fion of Sacontala, an ancient In- 
dian drama, it would be unbecom- 
ing to {peak in a ftyle of import- 
ance which he did not himfelf an- 
nex to them. They fhow the ac- 
tivity of a vigorous mind, its fer- 
tility, its genius, and its tafte. Nor 
fhall I particularly dwell on the 
difcourfes addreffed to this Society, 
which we have all perufed or heard, 
or on the other learned and inter- 
efting differtations which form fo 
large and valuable a portion of the 
records of our refearches. Let us 
lament that the fpirit which dic- 
tated them is to us extiné, and that 
the voice, to which we liftened with 
improvement and rapture, will be 
heard by us no more. 

* But I cannot pals over a paper, 
which has fallen into my pofleffion 
fince his demife, in the hand-writ- 
ing of Sir Wiiliam Jones himfelf, 
entitled Defiderata, as more explan- 
atory than any thing I can f4y of 
the comprehenfive views of his en- 
lightened mind. It contains, as a 
sir of it will fhow, whatever 
s moft curious, important, and at- 
tainable in the fciences and hif- 
tories of India, Arabia, China, and 
‘Tartary; fubjeéts which he had 
already moft amply difcuffed in the 
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difquifitions which he laid before 
the Society. 

*¢ [ have hitherto principally con- 

fined my difcourfe to the purfuits 
of our late prefident in oriental li- 
terature, which from their extent 
might appear to have occupied all 
his time; but they neither pre- 
cluded his attention to profeffional 
ftudies, nor to fcience in general. 
Amongit his publications in Eu- 
rope, in polite literature, exclufive 
of various compofitions in profe 
and verfe,I find a Tranflation of the 
Speeches of Ifzeus, with a learned 
comment; and in law, an Effay on 
the Law of Bailments. Upon the 
fubject of this laft work, I cannot 
deny myfelf the gratification of 
quoting the fentiments of a cele- 
brated hiftorian: “ Sir William 
«¢ Jones has given an ingenious and 
“ yational Edlay on the Law of Bail- 
““ ments. He is perhaps the only 
lawyer equally converfant with 
the year-books of Weftminfter, 
the Commentaries of Ulpian, 
the Attic Pleadings of Ifeus, and 
the fentences ot Arabian and 
Perfian Cadhis.”? 
“ His profeffional ftudies did not 
commence before his twentieth 
year; and I have his own authority 
for afferting, that the firft book of 
Englifh jurifprudence which he 
ever ftudied, was Fortefcue’s Effay 
in Praife of the Laws of England. 

“ Flis addreffes to the jurors were 
not lefs diftinguifhed for philanthro- 
py and liberality of fentiment, 
than for juft expofitions of the 
law, perfpicuity, and elegance of 
diétion; and his oratory was as 
captivating as his arguments were 
convincing. 

“ In an Epilogue to his Commen- 
taries on Afiatic Poetry, he bids 
farewell to polite literature, without 
relinquifhing his affection for its 
| and 
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and concludes with an. intimation 


of his intention to ftudy law, ex- 


prefled in a wifh, which we now 
know to have been prophetic. 

Mihi fit, oro, non inutilis toga, 

Nec indiferta lingua, nec turpis manus ! 

“ Thave already enumerated at- 
tainments and works, which, from 
their diverfity and extent, feem far 
beyond the- capacity of the moit 
enlarged minds; but the catalogue 
may yet be augmented. Toa pro- 
ficiency in the languages of Greece, 
Rome, and Atia, be added the know- 
ledge of the philofophy of thofe 
countries, and of every thing cu- 
rious and valuable that had been 
taught inthem. The doctrines of 
the Academy, the Lyceum, or the 
Portico, were not more familiar to 
him than the tenets of the Vedas, 
the myfticifm of the Sufis, orjthe 
religion of the ancient Perfians; 
and whilft, with a kindred genius, 
ke perufed with rapfure the heroic, 
Tyric, or moral compofitions of the 
moft renowned poets of Greece, 
Rome, and Afia, he could turn with 
equal delight and knowledge to the 
fublime fpeculations or mathema- 
tical calculations of Barrow and 
Newton. With them alfo he pro- 
feffed his conviction of the truth of 


‘the Chriftian religion ; and he juflly 


deemed it no inconfiderable advan- 
tage that his refearches had corro- 
borated the multiplied -evidence of 
revelation, by confirming the Mo- 
faic account of the primitive world. 

« There were, in truth, few {ci- 
ences in which he had not acquired 
confiderable proficiency; in moft, 
kis knowledge was profound. The 
theory of mutfic was familiar to him: 
nor had he neglected to make him- 
felf acquainted with the interefting 
diféoveries lately made in chemii~ 


‘try; and I have heard him afert, 


that*his admiration of the ftruéture 


of the human frame had induced. 


him to attend, for a feafon, to a 
courfe of anatomical leétures de- 
livered by his friend the cele- 
brated Hunter : 

“ We all recolle&, and can refer 
the following fentiments in his 
Eighth Anniverfary Difcourfe. 

“* Theological enquiries are no 
part of my prefeat fubje@; but I 
cannot reirain from adding, that 
the collection of traé&s which we 
call, from their excellence, the 
{criptures, contain, independently 
of a divine origin, more true fub- 
limity, more exquifite beauty, purer 
morality, more important hiftory, 
and finer ftrains both of poetry and 
cloquence, than could be collected 
within the fame compafs from all 
other books that were ever com- 
pofed in any age, or in any idiom: 
~The iwo parts, of which the ferip- 
tures confift, are connected by a 
chain of compofitions, which bear 
no refemblance in form or ftyleto 
any that can be produced from the 
ftores of Grecian, Indian,- Perfian, 
or even Arabjan learning; the .an- 
tiquity of thofe compojitions: no 
man doubts, and the unftrained ap- 
plication of them to events long 
fubfequent to their publication, 
is a folid ground.of belief that the 
were genuine predictions, and co- 


‘fequently infpired.”’ 


His laftand favourite purfuit was 
the ftudy of botany, which he ori- 
ginally age under the confine- 
ment'of a fevere and lingering dif- 
order, which with moft- minds 
would have proved a difqualifica- 
tion from any application. Itcon- 
ftituted the principal amufement 
of his leifure hours. 

* It cannot be deemed ufelefs 
er fuperfluous te inquire by what 

aris 
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aris or method he was enabled ‘to 
aitain to a degree of knowledge 
almoit univerfal, and apparently 
beyond the power of man, during 
a life little exceeding forty-feven 
years. 

“ The faculties ofhis mind, by na- 
ture vigorous, were improved by 
conftant exercife ; and his memory, 
by habitual practice, had acquired a 
capacity of retaining whatever ‘had 
once been imprefled upon it. To 
an utfextinguifhed ardour for uni- 
verfal knowledge, he joined a per- 
feverance in the purfuit of it, which 
fubdued all obftacles. His ftudies 
began with the dawn, and, during 
the intermiffions of profefiional du- 
ties, ¥ ere continued throughout the 
day : — reflection and meditation 
firengthened and confirmed what 
induftry and inveftigation had ac- 
cumulated. It was a fixed princi-. 
ple with him, from which he never 
voluntarily deviated, not to be de- 
terred by any difficulties that were 
furmountable, from profecuting to 
a fuccefsful termination what he 
‘had once deliberately undertaken. 

“But what appears to me more 
particularly to have enabled him to 
employ his talents fo much to his 
own and the public advantage, was 
the regular ailotment of his time, 
and a icrupuleus adherence to the 
diftrisution which he had fixed. 
Hence all his itudies were purfued 
without interruption or confufion. 
Nor can I here omit remarking, 
what may probably have attraéted 
your obfervation as well as mine, 
the candour and complacency with 
which he gave his attention to all 
perfons, of whatfoever quality, ta- 
lents, or education: he juftly con- 
cluded, that curious or important 
iaformation might be gained even 
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from the illiterate ; and wherever 
it was to be obtained, he fought 
and feized it. 

“‘ Of the private and focial virtues 
of our lamented prefident, our hearts 
are the beft records. To you who 
knew him, it cannot be neéceflary 
for me to expatiate on the inde- 
pendence of his integrity, his hu- 
manity, probity, or benevolence, 
which every living creature parti- 
cipated; oa the affability of his 
converfation and manners, or hig 
modeft, unaffluming deportment: 
nor need I remark that he was to- 
tally free from pedantry, as well as 
from atrogance and felf-fufficiency, 
which fometimes accompany and 
difgrace the greateft abilities. His 
prefence was the. delight of every 
fociety, which his converfation ex- 
hilerated and improved ; and the 
public have not only to lament the 
lots of his talents and abilities, but 
that of his example. 

“ To him, as the founder of our 
inftitution, and whilft he lived its 
firmeft fupport, our reverence is 
more particularly due. Inftru¢ted, 
animated, and encouraged by him, 
genius was called forth into exer- 
tion, and modeft merit was excited 
to diftinguifh itfelf. Anxious for 
the reputation of the Society, he 
was indefatigable in his own endea- 
vours to promote it, whilft he cheer- 
fully affifted thofe of others. In 
lofing him, we have not only been 
deprived of our brighteft ornament, 
but. of the guide and patron, on 
whofe initructions, judgment, and 
candour, we could moft implicitly 
rely. 

* Butit will, I truft, be long, very 
long before the remembrance of 
his virtues, his genius, and abilities 
lofe that influence over the mem- 

bers 
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‘bers of this Society, which his liv- 
ing example had maintained ; and if, 
previous to his demife, he had been 
afked by what pofthumous honours 


or attentions we could beft fhow ° 


our refpect for his memory, I may 


venture fo affert, he would have 
replied, “ By exerting yourfelves 
to fupport the credit of the So- 
ciety ;” applying to it perhaps the 
dying wifh of Father Paul, “ E/lo 
ferpetua.” 


THE FOLLOWING EPITAPH WAS WRITTEN BY 
SIR WILLIAM DUNKIN. 


Gulielmus Jones, Eq. Cur: fup: in Bengal ex Judicibus unu 
Legum peritus, fidufque Interpres, 
Omnibus benignus, 
Nullius Fautor, 
Virtute, Fortitudine, Suavitate Morum 
Nemini fecundus, 
Seouli eruditi longé primus 
' Jbat ubi folum plura cognofcere Fas eit 
27° Apr. 1794. 
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